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Cover Photo

Denver Wilfong had success
with a nearly 9 pound rainbow
trout. Once brood trout age, their
eggs are not as fertile as young-
er trout. They are released to be
caught.

Go online to see this magazine
online every 6 weeks. Itis www.
wvasportsman.net

TEXT, mail or email your large
fish or game pictures. Info is on
page 38.

Photo courtesy of Middle Mountain

Sporting Goods in Elkins.
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Early Season Bluegill

Spring is the ideal time of year
for anglers all across the Unit-
ed States to target bluegill. These
hard-fighting panfish present a
fisher with some excellent fishing
action during this time of year, es-
pecially as the calendar approaches
late spring. An angler who can find
bluegill and who knows the best
methods to fish for them is likely
to bring home a bucketful of these
very tasty fish.

Location

Bluegills spawn after species
that largemouth bass and crappies
do. Bluegill prefer the water tem-
perature to be warmer than many
types of fish before they begin to
become active, meaning late May

y | A N
Denver Ford landed an 8.2 and an

8.8 pound trout. Photo courtesy of
Middle Mountain Sporting Goods in El-
kins.
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BOWTECH

and into June the bluegill bite will
be at its best. Look for bluegill in
ponds and lakes near the shore,
where they dig out shallow beds in
the gravel to use as "nests" in the
shallows, usually in much less than
6 to 8 feet of water. The bluegills
will overpopulate such areas, espe-
cially if there is any cover provid-
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owned trees. The water neara sub CHELY. AN’ WV
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close to stumps and brush piles that PARKER  wion Tue Thu Fri 12 - 7
are in the water. Since bluegills EXCALIBER Wed 12 - 5
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spawn in large groups, it makes lit-
tle sense to continue fishing where
you are not getting any bites. Move
around along the shore or in your
boat until you find a bunch of blue-
gills rather than waste time hoping
that some come to you. In rivers,
bluegill can be found in the spring
in the calmer waters of coves and
inlets or in places along the shore,
where they can get a break from
fighting the power of the current.
continue to the next page
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Bait and Tackle
In the springtime, a bluegill is
not particularly fussy about what

Caity used her bowm McDowell
County for a quality buck.

it will attack and consume. Among
the best baits for bluegill are night
crawlers and earthworms, as well
as leeches and red worms. Wax
worms will also entice a bluegill
to bite, as will crickets, corn and
even bits of bacon. Artificial lures
should have small hooks due to the
smallish size of a bluegill's mouth.
Smaller spinning baits, artificial
flies, tiny crank baits, poppers and
jigs will all work when the blue-
gills are spawning. For the ulti-
mate bluegill experience, use the
lightest possible tackle, such as an
ultralight spinning rod rigged with
2 to 4 1b. monofilament line. Keep
hooks small to accommodate the
bluegill's mouth.
Bluegill Tactics

To catch bluegill one right after
the other, hook your live bait, such
as wax worms or night crawlers,
on the hook underneath a small-
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sized bobber. Cast out and wait for
the bobber to indicate a bite before
setting the hook. A bluegill gives
as good a fight as any freshwater
fish, and it is imperative that you
steer it clear of any structure in the
water, such as branches or stumps,
or you risk the line becoming tan-
gled. Artificial lures such as jigs
can be tipped with a small chunk
of a worm or with wax worms to
get the bluegills to bite. If you are
catching many small bluegills, it
is unlikely that you will tie into
any big ones, since overpopulation
by this species tends to affect the
availability of food and thus the
size of the bluegill. Look for bigger
bluegills in farm ponds that are not
overstocked with fish and where
extremely fertile soil eventually
drains into the stream or pond.
Spring is finally here. Have some
fun this season catching bluegill.



Stonewall
Classic

$1,000

Guaranteed
1st Place (Y

Septembe:r
7&8

$125 En tl'y ™= Covers Both Days
$10 Daily Big Bass
Big Bass Pays 2 Places Daily*

$5 Late Fee Entering At Ramp

Team Bass Tournament

* 6 FISH LIMIT New For 2019
ALL 6 CAN BE OVER 18”

» Complete Rules Given
At Event

VANDALIA RAMP

179 Exit 96 - 6 Miles Out

7AM - 3:30PM
Both Days

ENTER NOW

* Hold Your Boat Number

Lewis County Visitors Bureau

Lodging Info 304-269-7328

Wright’s Riverside Marine
304-684-2850 St. Marys, WV

Konger..

Mail In $20 To
Hold Boat Number

Pay The CASH
Balance At The Ramp
Mail to: Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105

Name
Partner
One Phone #
Stonewall Classic __ Q;”;él

2018 Total Deer Harvest Results

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— Hunters in West Virginia reg-
istered 108,856 white-tailed deer

Jeremy Ferguson used a side ham-
mer muzzleloader during the new

Mountain Heritage season for this

great buck. Photo courtesy of Trigger
Time in Spencer.

through the electronic game check-
ing system during the recently
completed buck firearms, antler-
less, muzzleloader, archery, cross-
bow, youth/Class Q/Class XS and
Mountaineer Heritage seasons. The
total harvest was within 1 percent
of the 2017 deer harvest of 108,160
and 11 percent below the five-year
average of 122,924, said Paul Jo-
hansen, chief of the Division of
Natural Resources Wildlife Re-
sources Section.

A breakdown of the combined
2018 deer seasons reveals 44,599
bucks were harvested during the
traditional buck firearm season,
32,751 antlerless deer were taken
during all antlerless firearm hunt-
ing opportunities, 26,613 deer were
harvested by bows and crossbows
in the urban and regular archery/
crossbow seasons, 4,234 deer were
taken in the muzzleloader season

and 659 deer were taken with prim-
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itive bow and muzzleloader weap-
ons in the Mountaineer Heritage
season.

Antlerless Deer Season

The 2018 antlerless deer season
harvest, which includes the youth/
Class Q/Class XS deer season, was
2.5 percent less than in 2017 and
20 percent below the five-year av-
erage of 40,859.

“It is important to note that the
antlerless harvest is the key com-
ponent to any deer management
strategy, as it controls the future
deer population,” said Johansen.

DNR will hold 12 public meet-
ings across the state on March 11
and 12 to gather input on fall 2019
antlerless deer hunting opportunity
recommendations to increase, de-
crease or stabilize deer populations
in each of the 51 counties where
firearms deer hunting is permitted.

The top 10 counties were: Pres-

continue to the page 8
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ton (1,799), Upshur (1,289), Jack-
son (1,183), Lewis (1,160), Ritchie
(1,123), Monroe (1,099), Roane
(1,073), Hampshire (1,068), Wood
(1,057) and Mason (922).
Muzzleloader Deer Season

The 2018 muzzleloader harvest
of 4,870, which includes 636 deer
taken with side-lock and flintlock
muzzleloaders in the Mountain-
eer Heritage season, was 15 per-
cent more than the 2017 harvest
of 4,243 and 12 percent below the
five-year average of 5,540.

The top 10 counties were Pres-
ton (213), Randolph (205), Nich-
olas (198), Greenbrier (178), Up-
shur (169), Fayette (165), Webster
(158), Jackson (154), Braxton
(142) and Mason (142).

Archery and Crossbow Deer Sea-
sons

The bow and crossbow hunters’

take of 26,636 deer, which includ-
ed 23 bow-harvested deer in the

Mountaineer Heritage season, was
1.6 percent more than the 2017
archery season harvest of 26,206,
and 3 percent below the five-year
average archery season harvest
of 27,506. The proportion of the
harvest taken using a crossbow in-
creased and was greater than deer

reported taken by a bow for the sec-
ond year.

The top 10 counties were: Preston
(1,333), Kanawha (1,045), Wyo-
ming (976), Randolph (914), Raleigh
(807), Logan (772), Fayette (765),
Wood (709), Upshur (683) and Jack-
son (676).
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Chad Raines bagged a huge buck in Jackson County this past season.
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State Record Yellow

Perch Caught

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— A state record yellow perch was
caught by Clinton Mills of Ra-
venswood, West Virginia on Feb.
24, 2018. Mills caught the 14.5-
inch,2.04-pound fish on a 10-pound
test line with live bait while fishing
from a boat on Summersville Lake
in Nicholas County.

Mills’ yellow perch establish-
es a new West Virginia record for
weight, exceeding the 1.93-pound
fish caught by Joshua Estes from
Summersville Lake in 2012.

Anglers who believe that they
have caught a state record fish
should check the record listing in
the 2019 Fishing Regulations bro-
chure. The brochure also outlines
the procedure to follow for report-
ing their catch. This information is
also available online at www.wvd-
nr.gov.

from Ravenswood

Clinton MIHS
landed a new state record yellow
perch. This Summersville Lake
fish weighed 2.04 pounds.
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10 Turkey Tips

Born in 1992, Tyler Jordan killed
his first turkey at age eight. It’s one
of his favorite memories.

He and his father Bill Jordan, Re-
altree founder, shared the moment.
They’d gone out on a Thursday af-
ternoon to roost turkeys for their
Friday morning hunt. Two birds not
far from a big food plot responded.

“After convincing my mom and
teacher to let me go hunt, we rose
early the next morning and set up a
hen decoy 15 yards from us, sat on
the ground, and called," Jordan re-
called. "One gobbled immediately.
And it wasn’t long before he hit the
ground and came running to us. I
shot him at 20 yards while he was
strutting around the decoy.”

First birds are special to all turkey
hunters.

“Needless to say, you would not
have found a happier 8-year-old
boy or prouder dad that morning.
And Mom was happy because I ar-
rived at school before 10 a.m. I was
hooked after that first one and have
been hunting on our farms in Geor-
gia and Alabama since then.”

Tyler is currently attending Ole
Miss, his dad’s alma mater. Here
are 10 of his top turkey hunting
tips.

1: Scouting for Opening Day — and
After

Instead of walking in the woods
blind on opening day, Tyler Jordan
will go where he plans to hunt, a
day or two in advance.

“I’ll use a barred owl or crow
call to find where birds are roost-
ing. Opening weekend is a great
time to kill a turkey because they
will sometimes gobble to almost
anything,” he said. “I try to use
non-turkey locator calls before the
season so the birds don’t get used

continue to the next page
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to hearing my turkey calling. East-
ern turkeys, the subspecies found
where I usually hunt, get more
leery when they hear the same tur-
key call over and over. If you play
your cards right though, opening
weekend could be the most suc-
cessful out of the entire season.”
What about trail cameras?

“Later on, when hunting gets
tougher, we’ll set up trail camer-
as to see if turkeys are passing by
a particular area,” he explained.
“Let’s face it, it's much easier to
call a turkey in when you’re already
sitting where he wants to go.”

2: Open Field Gobbler Tactics

“Field turkeys are the most frus-
trating to hunt because you can see
and hear them. But for whatever
reason, they just won’t come the
extra distance, which requires more
work on your end,” Jordan said.

In his opinion, these can some-

times be the most exciting hunts.
And he advised not to lose hope.
Fanning — using a turkey fan or a
decoy to move on a bird — is one
of his favorite tactics. He stressed
safety first and suggested reading
turkey body language. He’s killed
many turkeys with this trending
Strategy.

“There's something about see-
ing that fan come closer that just
gets turkeys fired up,” he said. “I
learned this tip from my dad when
I was 13. It was a hot afternoon,
and the gobbler, underneath some
shade on the edge of a big food
plot, was strutting with two hens
and had stopped responding to
any of my calls. I snuck up the hill
with my fan in front of my face and
would occasionally look around
to make sure he was looking at it.
Sure enough, he came out of strut
and stared at the fan for 15-20 sec-
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onds before he made a break in my
direction. I quickly backed up and
got behind a tree before he reached
the crest of the hill. He came right
in at about 20 yards before I took
the shot.”
3: Henned-Up Turkeys

As veteran turkey hunters know,
to kill a spring gobbler, you some-

continue to the next page

golden trout. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.
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times have to call his hen to your
position. Tyler Jordan agrees.
“You must have patience. In this
situation, stop calling the gobbler,
and try calling the hen. If you can
get her fired up and cutting back at
you, then there's a good chance she
will bring the gobbler right in with
her. They don’t like other hens

Josh Dean hunted in Ohio with a
crossbow for a huge buck.

talking to their boyfriends. That’s
when you must depend on your pa-
tience and calling ability to coax in
the boss hen. What will make her
more upset is if you start copy-
ing exactly what she’s saying in a
louder and more aggressive way,”
he said.

On a Florida hunt two years ago,
Jordan got a hen fired up and call-
ing back. He never even heard the
gobbler until he saw the turkey fol-
lowing her down the road, right to
him.

4: Bad Weather Hunting

All hunters deal with tough weath-
er conditions. Jordan believes you
should tough it out.

“It's easy to give up on a tur-
key hunt when there's wind and
rain. But hunting in bad weather
can sometimes be good . . . if you
adjust your tactics. Thunder can
sometimes cause turkeys to shock
gobble. And overcast activities

CHARLESTON
<~ MARINE

Second Ammendment
Supply’s

Buy ¢ Sell » Trade
Pistols * Long Guns * Ammo

Black Powder ® Garmin Supplies
Between Elkins/Buckhannon
Just Off Rt. 33
304-472-1330

will sometimes prolong gobbling
throughout the day.”

As Jordan pointed out, turkeys
will also stay on the roost longer
when it’s raining. They prefer open
areas where predators are less like-
ly to sneak up on them. His hunting
advice: “You can try to stalk up on
an open field where the vegetation
is low or areas where there is less
cover. The key here, though, is to
be patient and to call very little, if
at all. Try to determine where the

continue to the next page
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Charleston, WV 25303
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birds are headed, and see if you can
beat them there.”

Worst of all could be the wind.
“There's nothing I hate more than
hunting in the wind," Jordan said.
"You can’t hear the turkeys, and
you aren’t really sure if they can
hear you. Another disadvantage
of the wind is judging the distance
of a gobbler if you can hear him.
Try to get in thick timber where the
wind isn’t as bad, and move from
one spot to the next. Be loud using
a box or a mouth call. And make
sure your gun is up and ready be-
cause you probably won’t hear him
coming.”
5: Hung-Up Gobblers

We’ve all been there. The gobbler
answers but holds his ground. Ty-
ler Jordan’s first course of action:
move out and reposition. “He’s
probably heard you call from the
same spot and direction, and he’s
just no longer interested. If the cov-
er is thick enough, back out of the
area and try calling from a different
spot,” Jordan said.

“Sometimes I’ll even try a differ-

Natasha Vmson hunted in Wyo-
ming County for a great buck.

ﬂlIN AINSIﬂE
L ﬂll TFI TTERS —

ent call to change things up. If that
doesn’t work, and you have noth-
ing to lose, maybe try to close the
distance. It’s a risky tactic, but I’ve
had it work under the right circum-
stances. There must be enough cov-
er or something to block his view.
You’ll probably fail more than you
succeed doing this, but it may be
all you can do.”

His final thought on hung-up gob-
blers? “Turkeys have their own
schedules; all you might need is a
little patience.”

6: Turkey Calls and Gear
What gear does Tyler Jordan carry?

“My number-1 essential is toi-
let paper because you never know
when Mother Nature will come
knocking. Another must-carry for
me is an extra facemask and set of
gloves. More than once, I’ve lost
one or the other, and it cost me a
turkey. Turkeys have unbelievable
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eyesight, and everything you can
do to conceal is a plus.”
Here's his Top 10 gear list:
Toilet paper
Extra set of gloves and facemask
Bottled water
LED flashlight for early-morning
hunts
Clippers

continue to the next page
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Slate call

Crow call

Owl call

Binoculars
7: Mouth-Calling Tips

Mouth diaphragms can be tough
for some to use.

“Being able to run a mouth call
can be a challenge if you’ve never
done it before,” he said. “My only
tip would be to just play around
with it until you figure out a partic-
ular call brand or cut that suits you.
It took me about two years until I
got comfortable enough to call tur-
keys using one.”

His favorite cut is a triple reed.
“For me, it's easier to blow and to
control pitches.”

8: Turkey Hunting from Blinds

Upside: “If you have a small kid
that can’t sit still long, or if it’s
raining, blinds can be extremely
effective. They also are great for
hunting open fields where there are
no trees and for bowhunting; with
the eyesight turkeys have, it can be
very hard to draw back on a bird
while out in the open.”

Downside: “I personally don’t
like ground blinds because they
limit mobility,” he said.

9: Setting Up Turkey Decoys
You can’t just stake decoys and

Jim Pauley had hunting success
this past season.

©YAMAHA &

OUTBOARD

@YAMAHA

YAMAHA
SUZUKI
OUTBOARD
Authorized
Service
And Sales

$ suzuki

==
ALz

Gg F,‘%/ B0OATS

ALUMINUM BOATS

xpress boats

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg, WV)

= 740-846-0062
ﬁw@a@ www.7riversmarine.com

We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

fan so it doesn’t scare the dominant
tom and so it attracts gobblers of

expect them to work. You have to
make choices.

“With strutter decoys, use a jake continue to the next page

Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman
- Low Rates - FREE Online Too - Details On Page 3

MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-NOON  Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans

NEW & USED GUNS

JACKSON
A~ 506 WALNUT ST.
COUNTY O |I RAVENSWOOD, WV
PAWN O 304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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ages,” Jordan said. “Depending on
the time of year, the stake can be
removed to resemble a gobbler and
hen breeding, which will also coax

BERRY’S CAMPGROUND
Overnight Camping

/ T New River Road WiFI a tom in. Also, any time you can
[ ol : o - add real feathers will make a huge
‘5! || Hinton, WV Lounge [Arae

Bait & Tackle 10: Mentoring Younger Hunters
- - “My dad took me at an early age
Great FIShlng to observe and learn the skills of

_

Tent & RV Sit .
eCA B%V REN?’A Le S Catamaran Rentals turkey hunting. I was able to expe-
g rience the excitement of calling in
Greg Berry SnaCKS & Cold Drinks turkeys, hearing the gobbles, and
304-860-3890 LEVELEMIT WIS witnessing the unbelievable sight
(cell) of having them in full strut right

304_466_41 99 in. frogt of me. I got t(_) spend timS
with him and see how it was done,

www.berryscamp.com  berrycampinfo@aol.com [EERCGERESIGE

“Allow a child to go along and ex-
perience the excitement firsthand.
One thing my dad has done with all
three of us is never pressure us into
going. This has made all the differ-
ence in my mind. He exposed us to
the outdoors and to turkey hunting.
But he let us choose if it was for us
or not. That’s what I would try to
do with today’s young hunters.”

Large Selection Of Carhartt Clothing ~ Georgia Boots
PERCEPTION  WILDERNESS & 3 WATERS KAYAK SALES

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman
* Low Rates
* Reach Customers
* In Over 200 Locations
* FREE Online

Details On Page 3

2 e PR i e
Dog hunting in southern WV, Matt Lanford, Cameron Lanford, Kenny
Mullooly, Devin Bohan, Brantley Lanford & Brady Raymond.

BOONER’S BOW SEIQP

3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE -Archery Shoots

‘Leagues
INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE -Group

Located On Larkmead Rd Discounts
Parkersburg, WV 304-863-6962

MISSION BEAR W Hoytus:
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9th ANNUAL ULTIMATE GIVEAWAY ¢ NUTTER FORT FIRE
DEPARTMENT * NATHAN GOFF ARMORY ¢« MAY 11, 2019

1. 2019 Polaris Ranger 900 EPS
2. Henry Goldenboy 22Ir

3. Mossherg Patriot

4. Savage Axis G2

5. $250 CASH

6. Heritage Rough Rider 22Ir

7. Ruger GP100 357mm

8. S&W M&P 15-22 22Ir

9. Mossberg 500 12 ga

10. $500 CASH

11. Flat Screen TV

12. Glock Gen 5 (26mm, 19mm or 17mm)
13. Keltec Sub 2000

14. Core 15 Scout 5.56 AR 15

15. $250 CASH

16. YETI Tundra 65 Cooler

17. Sig 320 (9mm, 40/SW or 45ACP)
18. Remington 870 Express 12 ga
19. $250 CASH

20. $500 CASH

21. Savage Axis G2

22. Kimber Micro 9mm

23. Ruger American 270

24, Mossherg 500 Shockwave

25. $250 CASH

26. Ruger Precission (22mm or 17mm)
27. Flat Screen TV

28. Hatfield Semi Auto Tactical 12 ga
29. Pit Boss 700 Pellet Grill/Smoker
30. $500 CASH

31. Diamondback AR 10 308mm

32. Charter Lady 38spec

33. Go Pro Select

34. Hatfield 410 Single Shot

35. $250 Cash

36. Ruger EC95 9mm

37. Taurus Judge 410/45Ic

38. Glock Gen 5 (26mm, 19mm, or 17mm)
39. $250 Cash

40. $500 Cash

41. Ruger 450 Bushmaster

42. Milwaukee Cordless Combo Kit

43. Taurus 44mm

44, Ruger 10/22 22Ir

45. $250 CASH

46. Barnett Crosshow

47. Ruger American Rifle
48. Glock 42 380mm

49, Stainless Steel Gas Grill
50. $250 CASH

51. Flat Screen TV

52. Ruger PC Carbine 9mm
53. $250 CASH

54. Kimber Custom Il 1911 45mm
55. $250 CASH

56. Savage Axis G2

57. $250 CASH

58. $500 CASH

59. $1,000 CASH

52019 Jeep Wrangler
4x4 Soft Top

$40 PER TICKET OR 3 TICKETS FOR $100
Tickets Are Available At The Following Locations

* Nutter Fort Fire Department

» www.nutterfortfire.com

» Facebook for Nutter Fort Fire
Department

* Town Of Nutter Fort Office

* Jim’s Service Center - Nutter Fort

* Speed Shop - Old Bridgeport
Hill - Clarksburg

* Thema'’s Hot Dogs - Nutter Fort

* RG Honda - Bridgeport

* Carol’s Store/Bergoo Bait & Tackle
Bergoo

* Tri-Lakes Store - Walkersville

* T&T Hair Design - Nutter Fort

* ATR - Fairmont

You Do Not Have To Be Present To Win
Call: 304-622-5001 For Tickets or Go Online www.nutterfortfire.com
Or Go To One Of The Locations Shown Above

MAY 11, 2019

Nathan Goff Armory

+ 3 Chances to win

* Lunch included with ticket

* All proceeds benefit NFFD

* 7 years and older to have ticket

* No NFFD member is eligible to win

+ Ticket holder need not be present to win any of the 60 prizes
* Must claim prizes within 30 days after event

* Must have ticket, photo ID to claim prize

* MUST BE ELIGIBLE TO OWN A GUN TO WIN A GUN

+ Pass background check before receiving gun

* All appropriate taxes are responsibility of winner

* 1,500 TICKETS MUST BE SOLD OR MONEY REFUNDED
* ONLY 5,000 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD

* OVER $70,000 IN PRIZES AVAILABLE TO WIN

~ TOP PRIZE ~

Doors Open At 9am
Drawing Starts At Noon (12)

Each drawing will be held live on our Facebook Page

“Nutter Fort Fire Ultimate Giveaway Page”

Live link on Facebook May 11th

Please like and follow the page for all of the

latest updates on the Ultimate Giveaway

A complete list of prize winners will be

posted at www.nutterfortfire.com on

2019 Jeep Wrangler

March/April 2019 ~ Page 17

Monday, May 13th



“We Sell Fun!”
Honfef()\;l;} RV Center

Leader to the Great Outdoors, [

RV’S: VIKING ¢ APEX
CATALINA - SANDPIPER
CLASS C MOTORHOMES

CHAPARRAL 5STH WHEEL

@ Boats

@YAMAHA

IBASSIBOATS
JON BOATS ..

; - e " . ; !
/ \

Tool Boxes ¢ Anti-Gravity Chairs

NEW & USED |
RV’S
BOATS

Lots Of
RV Parts

e Service
Weather Tech Products

www.hometownrvcenter.com
138 Colt Industrial Dr.
PROSPERITY, WV 25909
304-860-1948
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HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

Located In The United Oilfield Building

Rapala ¢ Yo-Zuri » Matzuo * Norman ¢ Strike King  Berkely ¢ Storm
Castiac * KW * Rage * Yamamoto * Yum ¢ Rebel * Bandit * 6th Sense
Bomber ¢ AC Shiner ¢ Jackall * Havoc ¢ Net Bait * Z Man * Gamakatsu
VMC « Cabin Creek * Rick Clunn * Bass Pro  Live Target * AAT
Duel * Lunkerhunt ¢ River 2 Sea * Lucky Strike * Reaction * KVD
Zoom ¢ FYAO ¢ Missle * Venom ¢ Gulp * Cotton Cordell * & MORE!

Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories * Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Bass Pro Shop

OPEN:
7am to 7pm Mon/Fri
7am to 6pm Sat/Sun

RODS: DUCKETT - LEW’S
CASHION - CARROT STIX
FENWICK - ABU GARCIA

ZEBCO - G LOOMIS - HALO
13 FISHING - ST. CROIX

LIVE BAIT

Minnows * Worms ¢ Mealworms

b M

i j COOLJ‘ : | SUT AMMA BA

CRANE - TYRANT - JH BAIT

PELICAN - CALCUTTA |4 JONES - HUGHES RIVER

CR?ECK:LI:TS Just Outside Of Parkersburg COBB’S - KOPPERS - LASSO
13520 Emerson Ave.
Ohio River Outdoors LLC n Williamstown, WV 26187 On RT. 2 304_91 6_1 800
On Facebook 3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit
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Shallow Cranking
By Jake Whitaker

The bass are beginning to move
toward their spawning areas in the
South, and they will be doing so
throughout the rest of the country
in the coming weeks and months.
That means it’s time to get serious
about shallow water cranking.

Whenever the water creeps up
over 50 degrees, I'll be casting
shallow crankbaits. I’ve caught
bass on shallow cranks in water
under 50 degrees, but the 50-de-
gree mark is when the action real-
ly picks up.

Four shallow 6th Sense crankbaits
keep a bow in my line throughout
this prespawn migration. The wa-
ter temperature tells me which of
these baits I need to be casting.

I start with the 6th Sense Curve
55 when the water temperature
is in the low 50s. That bait has a
round bill and gets 5 to 9 feet deep.
An internal weight swings left
and right and makes the Curve 55
swim with an unpredictable hunt-
ing motion, kind of like a Wiggle
Wart. It’s a great search bait.

I throw it on 45-degree banks
and channel swing banks from the

ARCHERY § ¥ ~ | FOOD PLOT
* Excaliber n - | + Numerous
Striker Seeds
- Bows | LIVE BAIT
* Crossbows HardCore Hunters - Worms
DEER FEED * Minnows
- Corn * More
+ Available By SUPPLIES
The Ton $260 - Scents
« Custom Blends * Trail Cams
Available * More
Stop by our fully -
stocked hunting

% and fishing store!
Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5

Sat 9-3
Closed Sunday
1102 West Main St. | e
Grafton, WV DEER ATTRACTANTS N

304-265-9278

C ORN FEED

mouths of creeks to about half-
way back. Any bank with chunk
rock is good. I want that bait to get
down there and really beat on those
rocks. The more things you can
bounce it off of the better. I give it
a steady retrieve. Not slow, but not
fast either.

The bait color varies depending
on the water’s color. I like red, or-

continue to the next page

Dwayne Bryan caught a 6 1/2
pound rainbow trout in Hurricane.

and boat rentals.

*A/lC

TV -DVD

* Barbecue Grill

* Large Porch Area

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

e Easy Access

* Great View Of Lake

e Fully Equipped Kitchen

Including Dishwasher

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876
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200+ Campsites * All Utilities
Cabins With Jacuzzis

Stocked Trout
Tube Rentals ®®
e3”

Cable TV
g

El7 9 Miles East Of Elkins
by BOWDEN,WV
| 304-636-0023
v':%i www.revelles.com

ange or a crawfish pattern in lakes
where I live in North Carolina be-
cause the water is usually stained at
this time of year. I go with a shad
color if the water is clear. That ap-
plies to all my shallow prespawn
crankbait fishing.

When the water warms to the mid-
dle 50s I switch to the 6th Sense
Crush Flat 75X. This flat-sided
crankbait has a tight wiggle and
dives 4 to 6 feet deep. It’s kind of
unique because it has a square bill
and 1s awesome at coming through
cover. Most flat crankbaits have
round bills and tend to snag in cov-
er.

I’'m still fishing rocky banks and
digging the bottom, but I’'m start-
ing half way back in a creek and

N
Jayco

E IRVINE’S CAMPER SALES
L‘g_ 740-989-2291 800-987-4275
www.irvinescamper.com

Located close to Parkersburg, WV On US Rt. 50
2 Miles From The Corridor D Bridge

17 State Rt. 555  Little Hocking, Ohio

NEW
USED

Exclusive
Jayco Dealer

working farther into it. I also in-
crease the retrieve speed.

The bass become much more ac-
tive and aggressive when the wa-
ter warms to the upper 50s. That’s
when I go with the 6th Sense 50X
Squarebill. This buoyant 3/8-ounce
bait runs 2 to 5 feet deep. It has
a great hunting action and plows
through and over cover without
snagging.

By this time the bass are making
their way into spawning areas in
the backs of creeks. I concentrate
on the last channel swing bank in
the back of a creek, the last boat
docks in a creek and whatever
cover the bass might relate to on
spawning flats. If there’s any riprap
present, I never pass it up.

I cast all three of these baits
with a glass 7-foot, medium-heavy
ALX IKOS Hustler crankbait rod.
I pair it with a Lew’s Team Lite
6:8.1 gear ratio reel and 12-pound

P-Line Tactical Fluorocarbon. I go
up to 15-pound when I’'m grinding
the 50X square bill over rough rock
or wood.

Andy WIlls, from Beckley, caught
a 34 1/2” New River walleye. The
New River walleye are a unique
species of walleye.

1 T LOG CABIN
] RENTALS

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhavenwv.com
website: www.hillbillyhavenwv.com

First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interstate 79, Exit 91,
one mile south on US 19 toward lake

Call or visit website for rates, additional
information, and policies. A 50% deposit is
required for reservations. Major credit
cards are accepted.

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

e Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and

HlIIblIIy Haven Log Cahbin Rentals

Recently built log cabins are exceptionally
clean and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home

safe environment
Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleep two

Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft

Six person cabins have king or queen bed
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub,
dishwasher, and washer and dryer °
Eight person cabins have four bedrooms,
two baths, and an eight person hot tub
Accessible cabin available

Fully equipped kitchen with dishes,
cookware, refrigerator, microwave,
toaster, and coffee maker

® Open 365 days a year

Satellite tv and dvd player

Gas log fireplace and air conditioning
Full bath with shower

Linens and other amenities provided

Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked
ponds, playground, and horseshoe pits

Convenience store onsite with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many unique hillbilly gifts

Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and
Arnold Palmer Signature Golf Course, and

2,650 acre Stonewall
West Virginia

Jackson Lake with
Wild and Wonderfil

all types of water
recreation, fishing,
and hunting, just
two minutes away
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Racoon & Skunli Hats
v ”‘. ‘\ . X

WILL]AM’S FUR & TRAI‘PING SUPPLY Sll0l'

Four Generations Of Fur
Buying & Trapping

* Full Line Of Trapping Supplies

* Large Assortment Of Dog Collars
And Leads - Engraved Name Tags

* Full Line Of Fur House Supplies

* Skinning - Fleshing & Tanning

* Large Assortment Of Tanned Furs
& Hides. Beaver Hoops

* Mountain Man Raccoon Hats

* Skulls & Skull Dipping - Bear
Rugs. Deer - Coyote - Beaver
Mink - Squirrel - Bobcat Furs

* All Types Of Snares - Traps &
Cable Stakes

* Large Selection Of Lures & Urines

* Buyer Of Raw Furs & Hides

* Deer Attractants & Lures

9
Smokey’s
Deer Lures, Calls & Baits
World’s Only Pre-Orbital Gland Lure

v

NIGHT EYES

Predator Lights & Calls
WYV Distributor

Hours - 1pm to 7pm Mon - Fri
Saturday By Appointment

Coyote - Bobcat Mmk Squlrrel Furs
410 3rd Run Road

GLENVILLE, WV 26351

1/4 Mile From Rt. 5 on Tanner Road

304-462-7028

i 4 o~
Sklnnlng & Soft Tanning Rugs

Hlde Hoops European Mounts
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RJ Carr shot a nice 10 point buck
in Randolph County.

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

* Reach Customers
- Low Ad Rates
- 28 Years In Business
* FREE Online Too
wvasportsman.net

got a nice 10 point
buck in Wirt County.




$120 Per Team :c

UL April 28 - Sun. B’*_'%S
:c::_r May 19 - Sun. PA$YS X
June 23 - Sun. PlCE

Guaranteed 1st Place NO OFF LIMITS

1 33 Team x:g ﬁ-ls-_zt?., BELLEVILLE POOL
$ ,000 Limit ] ' NOLOCKING
JIE _; ENTEEV J T

*COMPLETE RULES GIVEN AT EVENT

HOW TO REGISTER YOUR TEAM

* TEXT TEAM NAMES - OR EMAIL TEAM NAMES
OR MAIL IN THE FORM 3 Ways To Enter

1. TEXT 304-482-7217

[ - o i
2. wvasport@yahoo.com | 6:45am - 3pm Boater

3. BASS SPORTSMAN | |

PO BOX 5521 Registration |
_ ONE PHONE #
VIENNA, WV 26105 12%?;350: _________ i
WHY 33 TEAMS?  wosm sosas Entry $120 + $10 BB = $130 Toatal
- QUICKER TO PUT IN plly 2238 2ND $140 Pay CASH AT The Ramp
+ FASTER TO TAKE OUT 6TH $250 1st 33 Teams Contacting
« SPEEDIER WEIGH IN FULL FIELD PAYOUT E“TER suo“ Get In The Tournament

OHIO RIVER TOURNAMENTS - ALL AT THE BELPRE RAMP

Wright’s Riverside Marine | 740-846-0062
BOATS St. Marys, WV rarLrconn > miveRs 3783 StRt 124
304-684-2850 Go Fidk! marine, cie Coolville, OH

Trophies Sponsored By: yuGE SELECTION OF BASS TOURNAMENT EQUIPMENT
OHIO RIVER RODS - REELS - PLASTICS - CRANKBAITS - WEIGH BAGS

OUTDOORS 13520 EMERSON, AV. WILLIAMSTOWN, WV 304-916-1800

Advertise In The 28 Years In Business Low Rates
W. Va. Sportsman Reach Customers In Over 200 Locations

Details On Page 3 Target Marketing FREE Online
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HUNT SAFELY IN 2018 - GOOD LUCK
~ WANTED ~

Game Photos From 2018

Send In Your Photo (email or text)
Deer (big bucks - no does), Bear or Other Game
Animals Taken During The 2018 Season. I1t’s FREE

 Coutamamai_ No DOES!
|Narne | ’
|Address | y
lCity |
lState Zip | :

Lt i
Animal Deer Points L i
o o o, | PHOTOS WILL
Lo ————————""—""""_ BE RETURNED

Mark Goudy
Now On Facebook

Have your photo published
in this magazine this year.
Either Mail in Or E-Mail
To This Magazine.
W.Va. Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV 26105

TEXT 304-482-7217
wvasport@gmail.com

Turkey Calling Help

As a callmaker I have spent a lot
of time talking about how to call
turkeys.

I have heard a lot of hunting sto-
ries about what works and what
doesn't, and seen a lot of different
types of calls. With that being said,
I want to take a few minutes to talk
about some of the best decisions
you can make to call in a turkey.

SPENCER'S

TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745

OVER 39 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS
WEST HAMLIN,WV

ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

Practice

First and foremost you have
to practice your turkey calling.
Think of it like an instrument; you
wouldn't pick up a guitar and go
play a concert without practicing,
so why would you do it with a tur-
key call? The hunt is your concert;
you need to practice and have each
and every one of your calls down
to perfection before you try them
out on live turkeys.
practice

I know this might sound like
something you expect to hear from
a callmaker, but variation really is
a key part of turkey hunting, espe-
cially if you only have a small area
to hunt in.

Turkeys are very smart and they

continue to the next page
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- an 8 point - way to go.

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING

* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everytling you uced or
a day oun the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV




will get used to the sound of your
calls. If you only have one call and
use it over and over, the turkey
will stop responding, and eventu-
ally run the other way when they
hear you calling. Variation can be
as simple as buying a few extra
strikers for your pot call, different
woods of strikers will make differ-
ent tones. Or you can be like many
hunters out there and carry two or
three of every type of call possible
into the woods.

While this can get cumbersome, it
can also lead to great results if you
know how to use all of the calls to-
gether.

Hunters sometimes get the wrong
impression about using turkey
calls. You don't have to call every
30 seconds. I think this comes from
a lack of patience and from seeing
hunting shows where it appears
that is what they are doing, but you
have to remember, they tend to edit
out the boring parts.

I have a general rule of calling no
more than every 15 minutes if I am
not getting an answer. | have never
once heard a hen just stand in the
woods and yelp continuously, so
why would that be what I imitate?
No Need to Yell

Sometimes you will need to use
your calls as loud as possible. For
example, if you are trying to locate,
or if it is a windy day and you can
see turkeys at a distance would

(304) 354-9038

Stut/ers

Call For
Current Prices

3047 Little Creek Rd.

CRESTON, WV

[ loyd’s SPORTSMAN CENTER
Hunting * Fishing * Camping * Boating
Carhartt Clothing - Muck * Georgia * Wolverine Boots
Ammunition - Fly Fishing - Hackle - Targets - Scents
Gun Cleaning - Lots of Fishing Equipment - Much More!
RYV and Boat Equipment - Hardware - Tools
Exit 67 Off Of I-79 - Rt 19 North 1/4 Mile
Sutton, WV 304-765-3332

both be good times to try to get full
volume from your turkey calls.

But when you are actively calling
a turkey and getting response, soft-
en up. Remember, most of your
calling is as a hen that is supposed
to be enticing a gobbler to come
towards her. Soft yelps, clucks,
and purrs tend to get the job done a
lot better than just yelping as loud
as possible.

One of the calls that we sell the
most of is what we call a Purr Pot.

Alan Britton had deer sucess with
this 8 point buck.

continue to the next page
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HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT E
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More B
Tackle By: Warden - Super Duper - Strike King A
Berkley - Mepps * Owner * Zoom * Yum + Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn - Zoom - Trout Magnet - Eagle Claw - Daiwa |
Cabin Creek - Shakespeare - St. Croix - Zebco - Case T

Ugly Stik - Gitzit - Rebel - Heddon - Rapala & More!

Camping Supplies * Musky Tackle * Marine Products

PC OUTDOORS 304-466-1444

211 Greenbrier Drive
HINTON, WV

Guns & Archery &
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Pups
y Starting $150 48

By Hunting Beagles

PKC/AKC/UKC/NKC Pups~Hunting/Field Trial Dogs
L Hunting Lights « Garmin GPS Tracking System  Diamond Deluxe
Dog Collars & Straps « Easy Loader « All Types Of Vinyl Coated Wire

David Dewees (304) 545-3820 By Appointment Only
3223 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV 25248

t is just like a regular slate pot call,
just smaller and has a much softer
sound. Everybody who ftries it in
the woods says that it does a great
Jjob of getting a gobbler to come the
last 15 yards or so needed to get off
a shot.
Know When to Stop

The last piece of advice I have
is to know when to stop calling. If
you have a gobbler coming across
a field directly towards you, you
don't need to keep calling. Put
down your calls and just wait.

The more you call, the more like-
ly you are to mess up and send him
running. If he stops or turns, then
by all means call a little more.

NWTF Honors
DNR Officers

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— Two West Virginia Division
of Natural Resources staff mem-
bers have been recognized by the
state chapter of the National Wild
Turkey Federation (NWTF) for
their efforts in game management,
conservation, enforcing wildlife
laws and promoting hunter safety.
During the NWTF’s annual awards
banquet in January, Wildlife Man-
ager Michael Craig McDougal
was presented the “Making Tracks
Award” and Natural Resources Po-
lice Officer (NRPO) Justin Stewart

Bass Sportsman 2019 Events
1st 33 - Ad in Magazine Now

Stonewall Classic - Ad in Magazine Now
Kings of The Lakes - 2 Day
Different Format & Entry Fee- TBA Later

Aug. 10 Burnsville and Aug. 11 Sutton E

OTHER BASS TOURNAMENTS
$90 + $10 Big Bass

FIVE ENTER AT RAMP ONLY TOURNAMENTS
All 7am to 3:30pm NO-PREGISTRATION
* April 7 - May 26 - Sept. 29 - Stonewall - Vandalia Ramp
6 Fish Limit - 6 Can be Over 18”
* May S and July 28 Burnsville - 6 Fish Limit

Complete Rules Given At Events
Questions: Mark Goudy 304-482-7217 wvasport@gmail.com

)
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WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING 3\
CAMPING ¥
HARD TO FIND AMMO &

22LR - 22MAG
243 - 22250 - 222

Camo Clothing ¢ Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment
F \_ >  Bows & Arrows
( S Rods & Reels
.- Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
506 FIREHOUSE ROAD

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

was given the “Sharp Spur Award”
by State Chapter President Jeff
Jones.
Each year, NWTF recogniz-
es a DNR wildlife manager who
continue to the next page

Brian Clark, from Belle, has been
catching lots of walleye on a char-
trues swimbait rigged on an under-
spin blade. Kanawha River catch.



demonstrates outstanding efforts
in the management and conser-
vation of wild turkey and other
wildlife resources. McDougal has
been the wildlife manager on the
Pleasant Creek, Center Branch
and Pruntytown State Farm Wild-
life Management areas in Barbour,
Harrison and Taylor counties since
2009.

He was chosen in recognition of
his work in habitat improvement,
including timber sales, border
cuts, mourning dove fields, and
young forest habitat and wetlands
management that benefit many dif-
ferent species of wildlife, as well
as hunters and other outdoor en-
thusiasts.

McDougal is from Taylor Coun-
ty and is an active hunter, trapper
and fisherman. He also enjoys rid-
ing UTVs with his family.

Officer Stewart was recognized
for his law enforcement efforts
in 2018. He and NRPO Randy
Cremeans contacted the West Vir-
ginia Army National Guard, which
provided a helicopter to locate nu-
merous illegal turkey bait sites in
Wood, Tyler and Ritchie counties.
Locating these bait sites spurred
investigations that led to numerous
individuals being caught and pros-
ecuted

Intersection of

ROCK

Rt. 4 & 20
(87 \"/ =l Rock Cave, WV
IGA 924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane Exchange

Beverages & Snachks
Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm Sun Noon to 5PM

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

www.rockcave.iga.com

GROVE MARINE TRAGKER

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

304-547-5044

7 MILES EAST OF
WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD

Triadelphia, WV

9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon

Officer Stewart has also been a Gobbler Season April 15 to May 11

dedicated mentor to the younger
generation of sportsmen and wom-

en. He has attended the “JAKES
Day” event for the past five years,
talking with kids about having fun
and being safe during a turkey
hunt. He is also a passionate hunter
education instructor who promotes
turkey hunting to the children of
Wood County.

Officer Stewart’s passion for con-
servation doesn’t end when he is
off duty. He has spent many per-
sonal days conducting habitat im-
provement projects for the Eastern
Wild Turkey on his personal farm
and other properties.

www.wvasportsman.net

Justin Denms caught a 22 1/4 inch
rainbow trout at Buffalo Lake.

www.rodgersmithmarine.com S keeter
ﬁ Yamaha
Rodger Smith Honda South Bay
N A Alumacraft

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487
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EAPERIENCE
LEWIS
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Come visit the haunted Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum. Featured on
many paranormal shows over the years, the facility is currently offering
civil war, historical, paranormal, and farm tours. Many other activities and
events include ghost hunts and a haunted house in October.

Weston, West Virginia was once the hand blown glass capital of the world.
Now it has two charming studios where you can watch the art of blowing
glass. Appalachian Glass and WV American Art Glass masterfully blend
traditional glass-making methods with the best of modern techniques.
Then learn more about the deep history of West Virginia glass by stopping
by. The West Virginia Museum of American Glass has a collection of more
than 17,000 pieces.

At the Mountaineer Military Museum, you will experience some of the Unit-
ed States Military’s unique moments while seeing the military of our country
and the nation comes alive through a soldier’s eyes.

Kick back and relax at Lambert’s Winery, situated on a beautiful hillside in
its own hand cut stone building where you can take a tour of the facility and
enjoy a tasting while visiting the gift shop.

You may also visit the childhood home of Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson at
WVU’s Jackson Mills Farmstead. Here you will see an 1840’s farmstead
with a working gristmill, blacksmith’s shop, buildings, cabins and more.

Outdoor enthusiasts can visit Stonewall Jackson Lake State Park or Stone-
coal Lake for boating, fishing, hiking, hunting and more. Enjoy a round
of golf while spending a relaxing weekend at the four diamond awarded
Stonewall Resort on the shore of Stonewall Jackson Lake.

Come visit where heroes were raised, legends born and memories are
made! For more information contact:

800-296-7329
lewiscountycvb.com

lewis County, Weat Virginia

Take a tour of historic downtown: visit museums or the boyhood home of general "Stonewall”
Jackson. Relax at a winery, play golf, fish in a quiet cove or boat on one of our beautiful lakes.

Shop in our locally owned shops, watch glass blowing demonstrations, visit our historic and
haunted Asylum, or attend a local fair or festival. There's something for everyone to enjoy
here... Where past meets the present.

Visit Us Online or Call Today for your Free Travel Guide!
STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM 304-269-7328
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Try Trout Lures

Can you guess the only essential
trout lures and baits you need in
your tackle box?

Over the winter, most anglers
painstakingly organize their messy
tackle boxes, eagerly anticipating
the warmer spring weather and op-
portunity to wet a line. Now that
trout season is here, did you know
you really don't need that many
different trout lures and baits to be
successful?

While fly fishermen have small fly
boxes they'll carry with them, using
spinning tackle can be a little more
cumbersome. However, there's no
need to lug around a tackle box full
of options. These trout lures and
baits are all you need to catch trout
on spinning gear in most parts of
the country.

If you don't already have some,
you can find the rest at your local
sporting goods store easily. And
since there aren't many, you don't
have to break the bank either.
Spinners

It's hard to beat a spinner when
fishing streams or rivers for trout.
You can find them in various sizes
and patterns to match your desti-
nation and intended trout species.
Start with a Mepps Aglia, which
features genuine bucktail or squir-
rel tail.

Another solid option for small-
er streams is the Blue Fox Vibrax
Shallow Spinner, which has a spe-
cialized blade to keep it from run-
ning deeper than two feet. Its life-
like patterns and dressed tail will
convince a wary trout to take a bite.
Jigs

Jigs are powerful trout lures be-
cause you can fish them down the
current or jig from above a pool
with deadly results. In particular,
trout love to chase marabou jigs.

Pick up a kit like this that has the
basic black, brown, white, and ol-
ive colors with various sizes, and
you're set for a long time and for
many situations!

The Lindy Fuzz-E Grub is a great
crossover between the marabou jig
and a soft bait. You can fish it as
is, or tip it with live bait for some
added enticement.

Jimmie Gllhs hooked a26” ram—

bow trout. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Of course some good old Berke-

www.wvasportsman.net

ly Power Bait is effective too.

NEW LOCATION

* CUTOM FIT FULL-GRAIN LEATHER BELTS
* LEATHER: CHAIN WALLETS - MONEY CLIPS
VESTS - GLOVES - JACKETS
* PENCIL SHARPENERS & MORE

WED TO SAT 10AM TO 5PM
jpetrel@suddenlink.net
790 North 2nd Ave.

MIDDLEPORT, OHIO

THE LEATHER PLACE

. OIL DIFFUSER LAMPS DIABETIC SOCKS

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco
Crossbows: Parker - 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
PSE & MARTIN Bows * Expert Bow Tuning * Ammo /
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping
GE Tacklo . Troci Belts - Cogtom Flles > Ato 9PM
‘F o Nitro » Mike’s « Joe’s Flies * Berkley 7 Days A Week

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569
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Hunting Hung Up Gobblers

Make no mistake, a hung-up gob-
bler is nothing new. We frequently
encounter them each season and
often come out the loser. Howev-
er, don’t jump to conclusions and
claim these birds are call shy. Vet-
eran turkey hunters agree that it’s
simply a natural phenomenon for
a gobbler to be hesitant. In fact,
many birds we kill early in the
calling session often hang up brief-
ly before walking into range. There
are many, though, that don’t mind
standing pat. So what can we do
to convince a stubborn gobbler to
move?

Remain Silent

Some gobblers seem to have more
time on their hands than the hunter.
The more you call, the more they
hold their ground. Sometimes it is
best give them the cold shoulder.

The silence tends to work favor-
ably for the hunter.

It’s a gobbler’s nature to hang up.
However, there are a few tricks you
can use to force the action. (Photo
by John and Vikki Trout)

We’ve all heard the old say-
ing, “Wise men listen more than
they speak.” But, of course, there
are times when complete silence
doesn’t work. Consider a Midwest-
ern gobbler I encountered a few
years ago. The tom barely gobbled,
which left me guessing what he
was up to. I hadn’t made a peep for
30 minutes, and neither had he. My
sixth sense told me the turkey was
still there, 60 yards away.

Eventually I broke down and
clucked — only once. Two minutes
later, the bird showed. The one-
cluck call excited him immensely,

but I’'m sure he never heard the
gun’s report.
Off-The-Wall Calls

Sometimes desperate times call
for desperate measures, and it
might take that one unusual sound
to convince a tom he should get
moving.

coninue to the next page

Doug Belcher,
brought in a nice 10 point buck.

{, )Y ANDERSON OUTDOORS

“Everything You Need For Your Next Outdoor Adventure”

Muzzleloaders * Trapping * Blinds * Stands

Dog Supplies * Tannerite
Garmin * Holsters
Tactical Supplies * Lucky Buck

Camo Clothing: Yukon ¢ Country Life
Moonshine * Muddy Girl  Browning

Parker * Bear
Crossbows
Custom Arrows

Fishing Tackle
Trout Bait * Knives
Scopes * Binoculars

| RIFLES |[—
| SHOTGUNS |y ;

PISTOLS

NEW

10AM to6PM
Mon Tue Thu Fri Sat
10am to 5pm Wed
Closed Sunday

Area
» We Can Sell Your
Sporting ltems

| 242 South Kanahwa St.
BUCKHANNON, WV i
304-460-2317 :

Consignment A
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Several years ago, my son John and
I faced a stubborn gobbler on two
consecutive mornings. On the sec-
ond day, when the longbeard hung
up in the same exact spot, I pulled
out the fighting-hen call. The
sounds of two hens fighting sent
the tom into a frenzy and brought
him running. Since that day, I've
used this tactic successfully on nu-
merous occasions.

I don’t suggest you use a gobble
call often, and you should always
apply caution because other hunt-
ers could mistake you for a tom.
However, a gobble can work. For
instance, I once worked a bird for
more than three hours. The turkey
had hung up across a creek. When
I gobbled, he cut me off with a
booming reply. Then all was qui-
et. Moments later, I saw his white
head coming toward me. He flew
across the creek and landed 12
steps from where I was sitting.

Gobbling is an ace-in-the-hole
to consider. It can deter a jake or
insubordinate gobbler from com-
ing in, but can also shift the odds
in your favor when the hung-up

Bucky Sargent used a bow for a
huge Logan County buck.

turkey is a dominant and breeding

boss bird. N 'NNIAL

Make Something Happen l‘ <
Regardless of which course of A1
action you choose to deal with a 22 North Locust Street

hung-up gobbler, you must first

allow him to make the move. Too Bl,lehannOl'l, WV
many hunters (myself included) 26201
need to take a course in patience.

Don’t get me wrong, I love it when (304) 472-4100

I set up on a bird, hit a call, and he
comes running. However, when
continue to the next page www.wvasportsman.net

Remington + Winchester - Weatherby * Browning * Rossi

PARK CENTER[7
SPORTING GOODS |,

Park Center

304-438-5660

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

We Have A Huge Selection
Of Trout Supplies!
Rods & Reels ° Flies

Spinners * Power Bait
Mikes Eggs & Much More!

M=

KEL-TEC
PMR30

22 Magnum
30 Round Clip

Ruger - Glock - Benelli - Bersa - Taurus - Springfield - Smith & Wesson - Savage
Auaqi - yy3 - uiepy - yosjzeug - abnoy . biaqgssoly - AluaH - 43N - Iyosueuq

Sub-2000 Ex $39900

IMM

Kimber - T-C Encore - Traditions - CVA - Thompson Center
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’m up against a bird that rides the
brakes, I must force myself to stay
put long enough to let something
happen, and allow time for him to
make a mistake.

However, there comes a time
when patience doesn’t get it done.
In other words, you must make
something happen. A short sprint to
a new setup is yet another deadly
tactic to make a turkey move.

Making a short move — allowing
the bird to hear you move through
the leaves or by simply calling
from a different spot — builds a
gobbler’s confidence and lets him
know there is nothing to worry
about. I sincerely believe that re-
locating is possibly the most ef-
fective tactic for making hung-up
turkeys move.

Doubling Up

* FIBERGLASS
* ALUMINUM
* PONTOON

2019 Boats In Stock
Great Selection Of Quality Used Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available

Pontoon & Bass Boats
www.wrightsriversidemarine.com

Marine
Rt. 2 South of

304-684-2850

Wright’s Riverside

Certified Service Department

st. marys, w  EVINRUDE

#1 In District Total Horsepower Dealer

{ E-TEC G2

Outboards
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Teaming up with another hunter to
take advantage of an obstinate gob-
bler has often seemed a little like
cheating to me. Nevertheless, it’s
quite effective. It’s nothing new,
and it’s not an unusual strategy, but
I can’t leave this tactic out of the
story, simply because it’s extreme-
ly effective.

If the caller sets up a short dis-
tance behind the shooter, it means
a gobbler that hangs up 50 yards
from the caller will be on top of the
shooter. This method is hard to beat
when facing a bird known to con-
sistently hang up.

A gobbler might hang up because
of hens around him. Or, perhaps
some gobblers are nervous wrecks
all the time and possess sharp sur-
vival instincts. Then again, maybe
it’s just a natural thing for him to
do. One of the previously men-
tioned tactics could change it all
in your favor. And I emphasize
the word “could” because there’s
always a gobbler that’s been there
and done that!

Advertise in the
W. Va. Sportsman
Details On Page 3

Logan Jarrett caught this 7 pound,
2 oz. largemouth bass in mid Feb-
ruary in a Jackson County Lake.
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SPONSORED BY AREA CHURCHES

MID-OHIO YALLEY SPORTSMAN EXP0

Mid-Ohio Valleys Largest Outdoor Show
MARCH 30, 2019

The Elite Sports Center
2000 1°t Ave
Parkersburg, WV

11AM to 5PM ADMISSION: $10

Ticket locations: Wolfe Camper Sales, Lemon and Barrett’s Power Sports, Wingrove Jeweler’s,
The Root Beer Shack, All Seasons Power Sports

Merchandise and Education:

Over 40 vendors including
Guns national and local organizations
Fishing

Hunting

Power equipment
Outdoor Seminars

New this vear:

e Onsite kids fishing derby

Special presentation by hunter and e Nationally sanctioned

outdoor speaker Brandon Baker Turkey Calling Contest

Over $1,000 In Door Prizes & Giveaways
(must be present to win at 2:30pm)
For event info and ticket locations visit: MOVSPORTSMANEXPO.COM
Contact: www.infomovsportsmanexpo@gmail.com

ALWAYS FREE TO VENDORS
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Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19 Walkersville

Ammo

Live Bait

Game Checking
Fishing Supplies

Camp Sites - Full Hookups

Chalets - Call For Reservations
Eat-in or Carry Out Food - Pizza
Hoagies - Subs - Burgers
Beverages - More

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson
Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes

304-452-8870
GAS

6am to 10pm Mon - Sat
9am to 9pm Sun

My Take On Dock Fishing

I'love to fish docks. They produce
bass for me from the prespawn
through the postspawn and right
on through the summer months.
Docks are a high priority for me
regardless of where I’'m competing
in a tournament. It doesn’t matter
if I'm fishing in the North, South,
East or West, I’'m sure to find bass
under docks.

There is no single right way to fish
a dock. I just know what works for
me. And, I change tactics depend-
ing on what the bass are up to.

The first step to successful dock
fishing is to determine where the
bass are. Once you figure that out,
you can concentrate on docks in
those specific areas and bypass the
rest of them. It doesn’t matter if
the docks are floating or stationary.
The bass will relate to whatever
types of docks happen to be there.

When the bass are in their pre-

BRUSHY FORK MART

Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

Gasoline LIVE
BAIT

Diesel
Kerosene
WV Lottery & Powerball
We Have SHINERS
and CRAPPIE MINNOWS

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm—
Sun 7am to 9pm

> 304-472-5132 °

By Jake Whitaker
spawn phase, I look in creeks for
docks near channel swing banks
and on secondary points. That’s
where the bass will stop and stage
before moving up to spawn.

There are many different ways
to catch dock bass at this time. I
have my best luck with baits I can
leave in there awhile because the

Jerimiah Howe, from Lumberport,
caught a 24 1/2” rainbow trout.

“Business Goes Where Invited
Stays Where Appreciated”

Colonial Qotel - Motel

Hunters & Fishermen

TV &AC Welcome FREE
Parking
304-472-3000]  Genter Of City

24 N. Kanawha St.
BUCKHANNON, WV 26101

Dalton Cutwright, owner

bass are not as active as they will
be later. A jig, a shaky head and a
weightless 5-inch Bizz Baits Sassy
Stick sinking worm are my go-tos.

I cast the Sassy Stick and the
shaky head on spinning tackle so
I can skip them under the docks

continue to the next page

Kole Biddle, from aver, shot a
buck.

US 33 East

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Buckhannon, WV
304-472-4824
www.supersmittys.com

Motorcycles
utTv-ATvV
Service * Sales
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and walkways. A 7-foot, Medi-
um Soul 7 ALX Ikos Series rod is
perfect for this. I pair the rod with
15-pound P-Line Braid that I knot
to a 10-pound P-Line Tactical Flu-
orocarbon leader.

Once the water warms enough for
the bass to begin spawning, | target
the last few docks I find way back
in spawning pockets. A jig is still
good. But there’s something about
the slow-sinking Sassy Stick that
bass can’t resist just before they
spawn and when they are actually
spawning. A weightless swimbait
skipped under a dock and slowly
swum out also works well.

A lot of people fish the outer edg-
es of docks and boat slips and over-
look the walkways. It takes extra
effort to position your boat to fish
a walkway properly, but it’s worth
the trouble. A lot of big bass spawn

Blayne Thompson got his ﬁrst buck
- a7 point in Randoph County.

Convenience Store * Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies * Souveniers
Game Checking Station « Hardware

LAZY ACRES MART

Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 JAA29:7:\¥y

LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES - FINANCE - PARTS - SERVICE

www.leesonsmotors.com 320 West Main Street [ mn iy
Bridgeport, WV

(304) 842-5469
ﬁ s SUZUKIL e g Used
GO KYMCO m

Motorcycles
ATV & UTV's

there. The Sassy Stick is a killer
bait under walkways.

As the bass transition into their
postspawn phase, they begin feed-
ing on shad, bluegill and other
baitfish. The Sassy Stick, jig and
shaky head will catch them, but
this is when I really like to start us-
ing moving baits like spinnerbaits,
white swim jigs and Flukes. A hard
plastic 6-inch swimbait is another
bait that gets bites for me.

I continue to target docks in the

Bill Asbury bagged an 8 point in
Wirt County. Photo courtesy of Cross-
roads General Store near Newark.

backs of creeks and pockets during
the postspawn phase. When sum-
mer rolls around, I start looking
more to deeper docks closer to the
main lake in major creeks.

In summertime the bass use docks
for shade as well as a source of
food. Certain bass will live under a
specific dock and never leave it. In
the summer, you shouldn’t go back
to docks where you caught a bass
the day or two before in a tourna-
ment. It will be awhile before an-
other bass takes up residence there.

www.wvasportsman.net

AT
TROUT FISH FARM
STOCKED

5 MILES NORTH OF
BAIT & TACKLE ELKINS, WV

OLD RT. 219
[304-636-1278| .\ akeR RO,
OPEN FRI/SAT

WEEKDAYS
9AM - DARK BY APPOINTMENT

CRISS SALES & SERVICE

(304)
472-1474

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

Husqvarna

Shindaiwa & More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers
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Corrections In

Fishing Regulations

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— The 2019 West Virginia Fish-
ing Regulations Summary con-
tains two errors of which anglers
and other parties should note.

On page 12, the code for Buffa-
lo Fork (Pocahontas) should read
BW-F, instead of W-F.

On page 13, Mill Creek (Hamp-
shire) was not included in the regu-
lations. Its code is BW.

The code BW means a stream or
lake is stocked twice a month in
February through April and once
in May. Code F means a stream or
lake is stocked once in each of the
two weeks after the week that in-
cludes Columbus Day in October.
These changes have been made to
the electronic version of the regula-
tions on the agency website www.
wvdnr.gov.

Ruth Thompson, from Rockport
landed a 22 1/4” rainbow trout.

Josh Bias used a bow for a hue
Logan County buck.

MOUNTAIN STATE LOG HOMES
“Your Path To Affordable Log Home lemg
Providing Quality Log Home
Materials Since 1978

“Experience The Difference”

Why Choose Mountain State Log Homes?
* FREE Unloading At Your Site
* Milled Locally In Jane Lew, WV
* Kiln Dried White Pine Log Choices
* FREE Quotes And Custom Designing
* Detailed Construction Manual With

Purchase
* FREE House Package Delivery In WV

. PRICES!
And In Bordering States

PO BOX 679 208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV 26378
Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com
Or email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.net

JANE LEW MODELS OPEN DAILY

9am to 5pm

800.553.3006
Other Hours By Apt.
304.884.6646 S
_ ™ Located in the Industrial [E§<Fs
Park, I-79 exit 105

D-Logs 6"x 6", 6" x 8", 8" x 8"
Log Siding 6", 8", 12
Douglas Fir Beams
Dove Tail Log 6" x 12
TIG1"x6",2"x 6"
Cedar Posts & Railing

STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

Gas - Tires
Groceries - Hardware

Over 47 Years
In Business
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GHERUSAELPTANGLEHWBR
ZT I'YANIURENILTSERCQP
Stratos * Evinrude * Crestliner ¢ Nitro * Yamaha ¢ Charger
Legend ° Triton * Lowe * Skeeter * Waco * Bayliner * Pontoon
Johnson ¢ Tracker « Champion ¢ Falcon * Mercury * Ski
Blazer ¢ Lund ° Ranger * Honda ° Fisher ¢ Pro Craft * Suzuki
Gambler * Outboard ¢ Pleasure ¢ Allison ¢ Sylvan * Xpress o) =
Look Up - Down - Across - Di agon ally Mike Reynolds brought in another
trophy WV buck

LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

1 We are looking for LARGE fish & game

Clip Out

| Name

: Address

| City
|

I
| Fish

State Zip

Pound Oz

#Points

-

pictures from 2018/19.
NQO Send Photo To:

5%, DOES  WVS
e P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV
TEXT 304-482-7217 26105

Photos Will Be Returned E-mail wvasport@ gmaﬂ com
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GO FURTHER

WITH
BEST OF THE WEST SHOOTING SCHOOLS

DO YOU HAVE CONFIDENCE IN BOTH YOUR SKILL AND YOUR SHOOTING SYSTEM TO TAKE THAT ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME SHOT?
BOTW SHOOTING SYSTEMS FEATURING THE HUSKEMAW ADVANTAGE WILL DELIVER THAT!

BT - YYY - XYY - YYIX - TYY - TYYX - JYY - TYYXY - TYY - XYYY - YUTY - XYY - XX
. : B =

- = _ z . a 21 ,
I - YYT - YYY - YYY - YT S IYY - IY S TYY - TYT - IIT - YIT - YIT - TRk

The Best of the West is a pioneer in the long range hunting Discounts are offered on guns and scopes purchased at the
industry and was the first company to develop long range shooting  school, and on the course itself if you already own a BOTW shoo-
systems and optics over a decade ago. ting system or Huskemaw scope! Multiple rifle models, calibers

Attendees will spend half a day in the classroom and halfthe ~ and ammunition provided.

day shooting at the Trigger Time Range.
A comprehensive Powerpoint presentation that integrates SIGN UP AND LET US HELP YOU DOUBLE YOUR EFFECTIVE RANGE!

actual hunting scenarios and video demonstrating real world * 3 Dates To Choose From: April 19 - 20 - 21
applications and corresponding principles will be given during the * Openings On Groups Of 5 wiregistration April 22 23 24 25
classroom portion. * Cost: $299.00 per person per day

* Location: 4178 Reedy WV, on route 14 headed north of Spencer

TOPICS COVERED IN COURSE:

* Internal and external hallistics * Reading the animal’s hody language

* Range-finding technique o Shot placement on different species

« Shooter/spotter team technique * Preparation and gear for big game hunts

* Wind reading/doping technique » Many more topics specifically related to hunting

« Uphill and downhill angle shooting

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR } } } } } ETHAN EPLING  304-377-7460 EMAIL: triggertimellc@outlook.com
TO SIGN UP PLEASE CONTACT LARRY EPLING  304-588-4350 EMAIL: farmersfriendinc2@gmail.com

TRIGGER TIME

-

GUNS

HUSKEMAWOPTICS.COM THEBESTOFTHEWEST.NET (304)519-2510

TRIGGER TIME Large Selection Of Guns & Ammo 686 Arnoldsburg Road Spencer, WV
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www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com
VL
STe L L U.L \,g.\. nas

[ Superfer Teyeta

|TR. Hathaway says: “ Spring goobler season is April 15 - May 11”

Sut P TOYOTA

NEW 2019 Toyota Tundra 2019 Toyota Highlander
i!‘ T 1 3 3

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolneloriddns mmm

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolneloriadns mmm

$2,000 customer Cash $1,500 customer Cash 2 Mocel

Only

OR
1.9% APR for 72 Months Plus $500 Bonus Cash

How Do We Do It? 2019 Toyota Tacoma

Super”

The name says it alll SALES, SERVICE, PARTS
www.SuperiorAutoWYV.com

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolnesoriddns-mmm

$ 1,000 Customer Cash

Rt. 50 EAST
i PARKERSBURG
* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate. 0% APR for 60 monthly G 304'424'5 1 22
payments of $16.67 for every $1,000 financed. 1.9% APR for 60 monthly payments of $17.48 for each $1,000 financed. Plus tax &

0.9 % for 60 monthly payments of $17.05 per thousand financed  Expires 4-1, 2019. 800-478-5884

fees and dealer doc fee $187.25. Whereas every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible for errors.
www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com

www.superiorautowv.com
wo9'Amolneionadns mmm






