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Cover Photo

Fishing in a bass event on
Stonewall Jackson Lake, Travis
Bennett landed this nearly six
pound largemouth (5-15). Along
with his partner, Matt Summers,
they caught a six fish limit that
weighed 17 pounds, 13 ounces
for third place. Look in this mag-
azine for other tournaments on
Stonewall Jackson Lake.

TEXT or email your pics to this
magazine for fish or turkeys from
2018. Form on page 38.




Suspended Bass Fishing

As a rule of thumb, the fishing
community generally accepts that
there are certain timeframes or
conditional factors that make fish-
ing flat-out tough. Post-frontal
conditions, rising or falling water,
dirty water, and early postspawn
all can make some anglers cringe
at the thought of hitting the water.

Any situation where bass are
suspended can also intimidate a
bass angler. When bass are float-
ing around aimlessly in the water
and willing to swim to an entirely
different area code at the drop of a
hat, it no doubt creates tough fish-
ing. Largemouths, smallmouths

and spotted bass are all guilty of it

SN A b ‘
Andrew D’Angelo brought in a
nice Barbour County gobbler.

COOPER’S
CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV

Complete Hookups
It’s Our 39th Year!

304-227-4219

BOWTECH

from time to time, yet spots can be
notorious for it.

West Coast pro Cody Meyer has
grown up dealing with suspend-
ed spotted bass in clear water and
has figured out how to handle this
situation by perfecting an easy
free-falling presentation.

As far as Meyer is concerned, his

DIAMOND \\
PARKER &

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS-CUSTOM ARROWS

approach to catching suspended 15105 MacCorkle Av. SE
spotted bass — or any suspended CHELYAN, WV
bass, for that matter — can work

whenever the situation arises, BARNETT 304-595-2699
though he finds the late season to PARKER  wion Tue Thu Fri 12 - 7
be prime. C?(g:‘sl'é%ws Sat. 10AM t0 2P0

“Really you can catch suspend-
ed fish year round because from
postspawn to prespawn bass will
suspend,” says Meyer. “I honest-
ly think the best time to chase big
spotted bass that suspend is during
the fall and winter.

“There are really three reasons
why bass suspend: fishing pres-
sure, rising or falling water, and
bait. Bait is probably the biggest
reason. Most bass in reservoirs
feed on baitfish like blueback her-
ring, smelt or small Kokanee salm-
on like we have out west. Bait like
this doesn’t relate to structure, so it
makes sense that the bass that feed
on them suspend in the water col-

umn like they do.”
continue to the next page

Hoyt ¢ G-5 Prime

www.bow-listicarchery.com

BOOKING WILD
BOAR HUNTS

Randy Osbourne caught & released
a4 1b. bass at Stonewall Jackson.

& 0y % Bowtech
B i 0m QUEST BOWS - From G5
o = PARKER G5

EASTON - CARBON EXPRESS - GOLD TIP
Ten Point * Parker ¢ Excaliber Crossbows
Archery Supplies - Pro Shop

1.8 Miles From I-77 - Rt. 31/Airport Road On Facebook
WILLIAMSTOWN, WV 304-375-2434  crooked creek archery

30 TARGET 3-D ARCHERY RANGE
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ARCHERY

Mon-Fri 5pm to 8pm Sat 12-6pm




MARIETTA
POLARIS
27425 ST.RT.7
Marietta, Ohio

4+ POLARIS

SPRING
SALES

FINANCING

AS LOW AS

2.99:

FOR 36 MONTHS

REBATES |
UPTO anp

$1,200 |

www.mariettapolaris.com

We Have
ATV/UTV
Trailers

| 740-374-5766

Rebates up to $1,200 USD and financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Terms and conditions apply.

RZR XP Turbo Dynamix Edition — Offers up to $1,000 USD and financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Terms and conditions apply.
RANGER XP 900 - Rebates up to $1,200 USD and financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Terms and conditions apply.

Sportsman 570 — Rebates up to $700 USD and financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Terms and conditions apply.

US (Rebates + 2.99% APR for 36 months)

Offers vary by model. Rebate and finance offers valid on select 2014-2019 new and unregistered models purchased between 5/1/18 - 5/31/18. See your authorized dealer for complete details.
Rates as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Examples of monthly payments required over a 36-month term at a 2.99% APR rate: $29.08 per $1,000 financed; and with a 60-month term at a
5.99% APR rate: $19.33 per $1,000 financed. An example of a monthly payment with $0 down, no rebate, an APR of 2.99% APR for 36 months at a MSRP of $12,299 is $357.62/mo. total cost
of borrowing of $575.16 with a total obligation of $12,874.16. Down payment may be required. Other financing offers may be available. See your local dealer for details. Minimum Amount
Financed $1,500; Maximum Amount Financed $50,000. Other qualifications and restrictions may apply. Financing promotions void where prohibited. Tax, title, license, and registration are
separate and may not be financed. Promotion may be modified or discontinued without notice at any time in Polaris’ sole discretion.

Warning: ATVs can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Polaris adult models are for riders age 16 and older. For your safety, always wear a helmet, eye protection, and

protective clothing, and be sure to take a safety training course. For information call 800-342-3764. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2018 Polaris Industries Inc.

Locating suspended bass might
seem like finding a needle in a
haystack. And catching those fish
when you can’t see the target is
also tough.

Meyer doesn’t let that deter him,
however, and relies on modern
electronics to locate and catch fish.

“The first thing I do when I
launch on a body of water and I
know T’ll try to target suspended
spotted bass is find a bridge or a

¥

Heather Ebert went to Florida for a
nice snook.

bluff wall — some place that I can
visually see and know holds bass
throughout the year,” Meyer ex-
plains. “From there I’ll idle around
those areas until I start to mark fish
on my graph. Take note of what
depth you are seeing fish because if
the majority of the fish are hanging
around 20 feet, then they generally
will hang out at that depth across
the lake.”

From there you can run a vari-
ety of structure, including points,
humps and deep breaks, scanning
for bass at each stop.

So, what is Meyer’s secret to fool-
ing stubborn suspended bass into
biting? Truth be told, it involves
not doing much.

“Most people that target sus-
pended fish and especially spotted
bass like to slow-roll a swimbait
or throw a jerkbait,” Meyer notes.

“And those work great at times, but
May/June 2018 ~ Page 5

one of my favorite things to do is
cast out a small plastic on a jighead
and let it slowly fall through the
school of fish. I like to think of it as
open-water punching with a small
rig.

“To do this I generally have a target

continue to the next page

Danny Markle bagged a 24 pound
turkey in Webster County.



Stonewall Jackson

Team Bass Tournaments

VANDALIA RAMP
7AM - 4PM

« 6 FISH LIMIT
2 CAN BEOVER 18”
o Complete Rules Given
At Each Event

$90 Entry + $10 Big Bass
$5 Late Fee Entering At Ramp

Stonewall

Classic

7am - 4pm
Each Day

September
15& 16

$1 30 + $10 Each Day
Big Bass
$5 Late Fee Entering At Ramp
Mail In $20 To Hold Boat Number
Bass Sportsman

P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105
304-482-7217

' Name .
' Partner :
1One Phone # :
H $20 Holds Your E
H Number For The 1
'Sel)t 15 & 16 Stonewall Classic !
-Cash or Check -Pay TheBalance |

i AtTheRamp |

in mind, like a bluff wall or tip of
a point. I know what depth the fish
are in because I graphed around a
little before making a cast. So now
all I do is cast the bait out as far
as I can and let it naturally fall on
a slack line through the school. It
is such a simple presentation, but I
can’t tell you how many big fish I
have caught doing it.”

Meyer will make several casts
throughout an area where he be-
lieves fish are suspended, counting
down each time until he believes
the bait has passed the fish.

If you can’t stand to simply do
nothing on the fall, Meyer suggest
shaking the bait on a semi-slack
line back to the boat. Done this
way, he’ll let it swing as it falls like
a pendulum by lifting the rod tip up
and reeling up the slack, pausing to
let the bait fall while shaking it as
it swings.

Meyer’s tackle selection is also
pretty straightforward. He prefers
a 1/16- or 1/8-ounce Owner Ul-
trahead Darter Head matched with
either a Strike King Dream Shot
or Fat Baby Finesse Worm. Meyer
says that the darter head is a great
choice because it spirals down on
the fall and mimicks a dying bait-
fish. He also keeps an Owner Ul-
trahead Round Jig Head rigged (in
the same sizes with the same baits)
for when the fish are looking for

something with a subtler fall.

Meyer fishes with his signature
7-4 Daiwa Tatula Elite spinning
rod paired with a Daiwa Tatula LT
2500 reel to launch the lightweight
baits as far as he can. Interesting-
ly, the most important part of the
whole package for Meyer is the
line.

“I love using hi-vis braid for my
mainline, and I think it is the most
critical part of the whole thing,”
he says. “I like 20-pound-or-less
Seaguar Smackdown yellow braid-
ed line. Not only does it help cast
the bait farther, it allows you to vis-
ibly see strikes since you are letting
the bait fall on a slack line. I’ve
seen it so many times with spot-
ted bass where your line stops for
a split second and then you set the
hook and catch one. Without hav-
ing yellow line, there’d be no way
you could catch those fish.”

“From personal experience I be-
lieve the bigger spotted bass sus-
pend and barely get fished for, so
you can have them all to yourself
— especially in California,” says
Meyer. “I’'m also a firm believer
that the biggest spots live offshore
their whole life. That’s why this
presentation can be so effective.
Plus, it is super easy for almost
anyone to do. It’s how I caught my
10.8-pound giant last year.”

Try this at your favorite lake.

Compare
My Prices

oV

Knife & Gun Shop

Many New & Used Guns & Pistols
Deer Rifles In Stock - Large Selection
Concealed Carry Pistols

607 Sheridan St. GLENVILLE, WV

90 Day Lay-Away With 20% Down « Major Credit Cards * Glenville Guns on gunsamerica.com

11am to 6pm
Mon - Sat

304-804-2022
304-483-2087
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PONTOON BOAT HEADQUARTERS

The
Great Outdoors

* Ranked one of the TOP 100
Dealers in the USA

* # 1 Rated Dealer in WV

* Only 5 Star Certified Dealer
In West Virginia

over 100 PONTOONS IN STOCK & ON ORDER

MARMNE
| BE SAFE!

ALWAYS WEAR A PERSONAL
FLOTATION DEVICE WHILE

BOATING & READ YOUR
OWNERS MANUAL

Y,

I-64 EXxit 8, then 4.5 miles south

HUNTINGTON, WV

304-525-4556

WWW.THEGREATOUTDOORSMARINE.COM

CHANGING LIVES FOR THE BETTER - ONE BOAT AT A TIME
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Amphibious
ATV’s

=The Boys|With Al The Toyz! "

Route 95 5 Miles From 177
PARKERSBURG,

304-861-0449
1-866-266-6855
dsd_kawasaki@hotmail.com
ATV'’S, SIDE BY SIDES,
DIRT BIKES.....CALL!
WE GOT‘EM!!!

SEE US AT www.dsdkawasaki.com
OR LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Arizona Elk Brought In For Elk Stocking Plans

HOLDEN, W.Va. — Fifty-one elk
completed their journey from Ari-
zona and were released into a hold-
ing facility in Logan County earlier
this month.

The elk, which are part of West

Mullins
buck in Clay County.

Virginia’s elk restoration project,
were captured in late January and
held near Flagstaff, Arizona for
disease testing. The elk arrived at
the holding facility near Holden,
West Virginia, late on March 4.

“It has been a wonderful experi-
ence working with the wildlife pro-
fessionals in Arizona and all of the
private supporters who are helping
make West Virginia’s elk resto-
ration project possible,” said DNR
Director Stephen McDaniel.

This group of elk will join more

than three dozen elk previously
brought in from Kentucky over the
past two years. The Arizona elk
will be quarantined until they are
released onto the Tomblin Wildlife
Management Area in Logan Coun-
ty, as directed by the United States
Department of Agriculture.

Each elk is equipped with a Glob-
al Positioning System (GPS) radio
transmitter to monitor its move-
ments. All GPS transmitters were
purchased and donated by the
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation.

_ - '-_"'.-. 3 .ft .Lriz';l-.

« ELECTRIC TOUCH OIL LAMPS * 3'X5' FLAGS $10

FLEA MARKET BOOTH 132

« WILL CUTOM FIT FULL-GRAIN LEATHER
BELTS (CUT TO SIZE)
« LEATHER CHAIN WALLETS
« NYLON GUN HOLSTERS

FRI - SAT - SUN
jpetrel@suddenlink.net

41300 Laurel Cliff Road
POMEROY, OHIO
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Stop By Our Store OR Shop Online With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You - www.doddsports.com

We Accept

Cards

Weatherby ¢ Browning ¢ Kimber ¢ Cooper
Ruger * Remington * Winchester
Thompson Center * Glock ¢ Springfield
S&W « Walther ¢ Taurus & More

Major Credit §

Huge Selection Of Leupold

Reloading * Scopes * Ammo

” a Holsters ¢ Knives
. Y Large Selection Of 22 Ammo
e Il'&M imm Clothing & More
11-(151Mgr§ t(t) Fri |
-5 Sa
SJusHOFfIRtA50;
JAndIClarksburg
103 Maple St.
ELLENBORO, WV
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Blake Bennett went to Fayette
County on youth day to get a bird.

Jacob Johnson hunted on youth day
for a 23 1/2 Ib. Wood Co. turkey.

Levi Pahl went to Wirt County for
a youth day gobbler.

JACKSON COUNTY’S
OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY « SELL
TRADE * PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION

IN STOCK ]
Bows Large Selectlon
Large Selection Of Arrows LIVE BAIT

Crossbows & Accessorles

OLD & NEW SPORTS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Rods * Reels & Tackle For:
Bass ® Musky ® Crappie
Trout ¢ Catfish & More

813 Washington St.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

Charleston WV [1-64 Exit 47
Cross Lanes WV Next to Casino

Garden

Grille

100% Nén Smoking
WV-Hotel.com 800-798-7886
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Lor1 Clay, from Barbursvﬂle
caught a 24” golden trout.

Young Porter Goodwin got his 1st
gobbler (22 Ibs.) in Wood County.

SN
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Tommy Blake caught 3 small-
mouth over 4 pounds on the river.

Broken Wheel Campground

EZH 2 L] Fishing & Hunting and Country Store

Supplies
Weston, WV ifts - Game Room - Playground

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance Nightly & Monthly Rates
11/2 Miles On The Right Boat & Camper Storage

304-269-6097 LIVE BAIT

Je Cole & Brannon Taylor shot thregobblers in three seonds They
were all coming in together. Sounds exciting!

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV

FORTKNOY

ALl =

GUNS 304-275-4619
In Stock Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Or Ordered 5am-8pm Fr
Safe 7am-8pm Sat
Showroom 7am-5pm Sun

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
* Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages ¢ Gasoline
* Food * Live Bait * Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle « Musky Lures

CROSSBOWS
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The
Great Outdoors

Tracker Jon Boats
10’ - $629 WV’s #1 Pontoon Dealer

I ome 127-$679 ) o
| Jocury iga 147 - $749 Huntington, West Virginia
< | 15°-$1,249

1-64 Exit 8, then 4 miles south

www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com
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TSI THE BOW SHOP Baiaaliil

OPEN NOW
HOYT « MATHEWS ¢« DIAMOND ¢« BOWTECH « MISSION ¢« PEARSON
Repair string and cables for most bows Open 10AM to 9PM T-F
304-622-8440 Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning [2PM to GPM Sat. & Sun.

Crossbows - Many Brands Available ~ arold Cogar, Owner
> Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Across RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV

Fishing For Bass On Sand Bars And Drops

One of the most successful fisher- Shells can be picked out on so-  the telltale white dots from over-
men Kentucky Lake has ever seen,  nar when the water is higher in the  turned and broken up shells on
Sam Lashlee makes a living guid-  summer, or you might simply see continue to page 15

ing and teaching on the Tennessee
River reservoir. From time to time, [
he also fishes a tournament or two, [
and when he does, it usually goes i
well. One of the key patterns that
Lashlee relies on for the fall of the
year is fishing main-lake bars, or
drops, with a topwater. This is how
he does it.

Find the right bottom

The biggest key to putting togeth-
er a bar pattern is finding the right
type of bar. For Lashlee, that starts
with the bottom composition.

“The key to bar fishing to me is
to make sure it has a hard bottom,
whether it’s gravel or whatever,
and especially make sure it has
shells on it,” he says.

CHARLESTON
- MARINE

Tony Crumbliss and Jim Merical won the 1st Bass Sportsman event at
Stonewall Jackson Lake with a 6 fish limit of 18 pounds, 14 ounces. The
next Bass Sportsman event there is May 26 - ad in this magazine.

. WE 1601 Bowne Av
SHRINK Charleston, WV 25303

= 4| WRAP (304) 744-3324
_— ‘ www.charlestonmarine.com
HARRIS

LOWE
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Matt Robmson from New M11ton
used a bow for a nice gobbler.

A bunch of trout were caught at

this pay lake. Photo courteasy of Sure
Catch Fish Farm in Elkins.

Zach Smith caught a 22 1/2” & a

20 1/2” golden trout. Photo courteasy
of Middle Mountain Sporting Goods in El-
kins.

WV Pipeliner Collectible Guns

CALL FOR
PRICES

Pipeliner 3

WYV Pipeliner Guns Are Henry Golden Boy Rifles * Call For Details
THE

OUTDOOR STORE

Guns » Ammo « Fishing Supplies + Feed & More

304-655-7600

B m@

* Guns - Pistols - Ammunition
* Yeager Musky Lures
* Leupold Dealer - Case Knives
* Deer Corn $6.95 per 50# Bag
* Mountain Gold Deer Scents
* Grandpa’s Special Mix Deer Feed
* We Pawn On Guns
* Feed
Horse - Cattle - Chicken - Hog - Dog - Cat

OPEN: Mon - Sat 8am to 5pm Sun Noon to 5pm

Freaky Frank’s

Myers Musky Trout Worms

856 Arnoldsburg Road
ARNOLDSBURG, WV
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a gravel bar if the water is clear
enough.

“That’s the start of the food chain
on this lake,” says Lashlee of
shells. “After that, I like following
those gizzard shad, and wherever
the gizzard shad are is where the
big largemouths are going to be.”
Location keys

Location is the next step, and
Lashlee likes to stay on the main
lake because of the current.

“I’m not going into the bays,”
says Lashlee. “A lot of people
catch them in the bays, but person-
ally I really don’t do it unless the
wind dictates that I have to. I like
staying in a place where, if they do
pull current, I’'m going to be in the
current.”

Aside from staying away from the
bays, he’s not too picky on where
the bar is located. It might be on
the head or tail of an island or near
a secondary channel. Lashlee says
that, at times, he’s fished in 2 or 3
feet of water with his boat in the
main river in 30 feet.

Even so, in the fall particularly, it
is almost impossible to go too shal-
low.

One additional plus of staying
on the main lake is the wind. Lash-

Eric Whaples hooked a 5 1b., 1 oz
bass at Stonewall Jackson Lake.

Loose Yamaha

(o I T ETCEH L B (1 (@ OUTBOARD

F}m 7 /4 74

Gp F,‘%/ BOATS

7 RIVERS

MARINE, LLEC

T e

VE.%PI oA

L o« 20 0omoa

@YAMAHA

www.7riversmarine.com
Marine Sales, Maintenance and Repair Service

YAMAHA

@YAMAHA

Authorized |
Service
And Sales

OUTBOARD

ALUMINUM BOATS

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg, WV)

740-846-0062

lee says he’s caught them on top
in 3-footers, but his ideal wind is
a light ripple, and that’s nearly al-
ways present on the main lake.
When to fish the bars

For Lashlee, looking for big, tour-
nament-winning bass up shallow is
a year-round deal, but the sweet

spot is from late summer through
the winter.

“I’ve won tournaments the first of
June on ledges fishing in 1 to 3 feet
of water. So I never rule it out,”
he says. “Last winter, I was catch-
ing fish out of 1 to 3 feet of water

continue to the next page

o E\]’/‘?

WA

JACKSON
COUNTY
PAWN

™, MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-NOON  Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans

NEW & USED GUNS
<~

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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So I never rule it out,” he says.
“Last winter, I was catching fish
out of 1 to 3 feet of water in 42-de-
gree water on a Red Eye Shad in
the hydrilla.

“This year, 1 started fishing
those bars in July, and they were
there,” explains Lashlee. “I had a
38-pound bag, and the water was
87 degrees about a month and a
half ago [late September], and they
were in a foot of water or less. I al-
ways believe they are there, and |
usually can catch them there.”

Though Lashlee looks to shallow
bars earlier and longer than many,
history on Kentucky Lake says
that the bar pattern really shines in
the fall, and is maybe at its peak
from September on through Octo-
ber.

One adjustment that Lashlee
makes as winter gets closer is that
he begins to key a little on cover
and not totally on bait.

Jim Barnard went to Tyler County
for a nice gobbler.

“I have noticed that they will key
on those stumps,” says Lashlee.
“When it [the water temperature]
gets to the low 60s and the 50s,
they will key on those stumps a lot
more. But you don’t need to have
cover, just a hard bottom.”

The bait

Lashlee says that since August,
about 90 percent of his casts have
been made with one bait: a Strike
King Sexy Dawg.

Only if he knows fish have been
in the area and they won’t bite will
Lashlee make a bait change.

“There are days that they don’t
want the Sexy Dawg, and I'll go to
a Strike King KVD Splash,” says
Lashlee. “It’s like a Pop-R type
bait, but I like it better and it’s a lit-
tle bit bigger. There are days where
they won’t hit the Sexy Dawg for
whatever reason, and I can go to
that Splash and just barely move it
and get them to eat.”

SURE

CATCH
FISH FARM

CATFISIi 5 MILES NORTH OF
BAIT & TAckLe ELKINS, WV

OLD RT. 219
|304-636-1278 |  STALNAKER RD.

OPEN FRI/SAT 9AM - DARK
Sat Night Catfish Till 12AM
SUN 12:30PM - DARK

WEEKDAYS
BY APPOINTMENT

Erin Tenant and Tod Billeter
caught a couple of nice bass.

FOR SALE 2014
USED CAMPER

5TH WHEEL

2014 Keystone Mon-

tana 38’17 Mountaineer
M-345DBQ Series;

Great Cond. $30,500;

Dryer, Fireplace/AC w/Winter
Package included, 2 Bathrooms,

4 Slide-outs with many more
extras. CALL (304) 462-8928

BOONER’S BOW SEIQP

3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Located On Larkmead Rd

-Archery Shoots

Parkersburg, WV 304-863-6962

MISSION BEAR

‘Leagues
‘Group
Discounts

@ Hoyt s
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R 9 ~ 11 Libe l'ty Rifle e

A tribute to the heroic men & women who ‘“Answered the Call” on September 11, 2001

Have in stock 18 of the remaining “Liberty Rifles”.
These will be sold on a 1st come first serve basis.

1. New Mexico - Proof 7.Virginia #315 13. WV #271

2. Hawaii - Proof
3. Arizona - Proof
4. Oregon - Proof

8.Virginia #316
9.Virginia #317
10. Virginia #487

14.FL #271
15.GA #271
16.Texas #271

5. Massachusetts - Proof 11. Virginia #488 17.WV #64
6. Missouri - Proof 12.NC #271 18.PA #120

On September 11, 2001, “America saw Evil”. The realization %

that thousands of Americans were murdered in cold blood
because they were Americans affected each of us. As our
nation becomes locked in deadly combat with our foes,
our thoughts are focused on troop activity.

SALE PRICE

$699% . .

However, we must not forget those who have already
made the ultimate sacrifice. Those who answered the
call for help on September 11th must be remembered.
A call went out across our nation. Calls are left
behind but not forgotten.

This RUGER 10/22 commemorates both that
tragic September day and our resolves as
Americans to never forget.

A 24-karat gold, uncirculated New York

Quarter is placed on the butt stock next to a medallion :

featuring the Twin Towers, and the Pentagon and our 3 T

nations proud Bald Eagle. Each rifle is lazer engraved. =il sbaian i Sy
GUNS AMMO

222 Allegheny Highway
7 ELKINS, WV (681) 298-5070
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Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold - Silver - Jewelry - Guns - Electronics - Tools - Archery - And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue | 515 Division Street
Parkersburg, WV 26104 ® ® Parkersburg, WV 26101
(304) 428 PAWN (7296) . (304) 428-7298

NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION
www.carlspawnshop.com MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

Revoving Shed Elk

Antlers Prohibited

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— The Division of Natural Re-
sources is reminding hunters and
other outdoor enthusiasts posses-
sion of shed elk antlers and remov-
ing them from the wild is prohibit-
ed by West Virginia State Code.

It is illegal to hunt elk in West
Virginia. Possession of any part of
the elk is prohibited. The public
may notify local DNR personnel
if they encounter shed antlers, but
they should not take it upon them-
selves to remove the antler from
the wild.

Dominick Irlzarry caught a 25” Hannah Yoho from Marletta land-
rainbow at Mountwood Lake. ed a hybrid in the Ohio River.

Open  « Over 200 Guns In Stock
M‘;g'g i o All Brands Available
S:;t « Out Of State Transfer Fee $15
10-2 * CCW Classes Available
ByAppt. Gen 5 GLOCK 17’s & 19’s In Stock

Class 3 SOT - Supressors In Stock

Advertise in the

GLOCK = r GUARD SIX - 5 Miles From Belpre
17mm & 19mm =% 40 Everson Road - BELPRE, OHIO
WWW. guardsm com 740-401-1277 740-350-3270
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HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

Located In The United Oilfield Building

Rapala ¢ Yo-Zuri » Matzuo * Norman ¢ Strike King  Berkely ¢ Storm
Castiac * KW * Rage * Yamamoto * Yum ¢ Rebel * Bandit * 6th Sense
Bomber ¢ AC Shiner ¢ Jackall * Havoc ¢ Net Bait * Z Man * Gamakatsu
VMC « Cabin Creek * Rick Clunn * Bass Pro  Live Target * AAT
Duel * Lunkerhunt ¢ River 2 Sea * Lucky Strike * Reaction * KVD
Zoom ¢ FYAO ¢ Missle * Venom ¢ Gulp * Cotton Cordell * & MORE!

Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories * Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Bass Pro Shop

OPEN:
7am to 7pm Mon/Fri
7am to 6pm Sat/Sun

RODS: DUCKETT - LEW’S
CASHION - CARROT STIX
FENWICK - ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO - G LOOMIS - HALO
13 FISHING - ST. CROIX

LIVE BAIT

Minnows * Worms ¢ Mealworms

g | COOL . SMUTTY DOG - AMMA BAMA
, 1 CRANE - TYRANT - JH BAIT
PELICAN - CALCUTTA |

e A, il - JONES - HUGHES RIVER
NKBAITS COBB’S - KOPPERS - LASSO

i

CRA

TACKLE Just QOutside Of Parkersburg
13520 Emerson Ave.
Ohio River Outdoors LLC ﬁ Williamstown, WV 26187 On RT. 2 304_91 6_1 800
On Facebook 3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit
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Jumor McCloud tagged a nice 24

Ib. gobbler. Photo courtesy of Hard- Closed Sunday
core Hunters in Grafton. 1102 West Main St. = .
Grafton, WV DEER ATTRACTANTS »
Sunday Hunting 304-265-9278 |L__CORN_FHED
Bill Slgned bill will open more than 1.5 mil-
CHARLESTON, W.Va. — Gov. lion acres of public land to Sunday

Jim Justice signed SB 451 on
Thursday, allowing Sunday hunt-
ing on public lands in West Virgin-
ia. The bill was passed overwhelm-
ingly during the recently completed
legislative session.

Last year, Gov. Justice signed a
bill permitting Sunday hunting on
private land with written permis-
sion of the landowner. This new

Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3

ARCHERY FOOD PLOT
* Excaliber * Numerous
Striker Seeds
- Bows LIVE BAIT
« Crossbows - Worms
DEER FEED * Minnows
- Corn * More
+ Available By SUPPLIES
The Ton $260 - Scents
« Custom Blends * Trail Cams
Available * More
Stop by our fully
stocked hunting
A and fishing store!

hunting, provide several additional
hunting days each year and make
West Virginia more attractive to
out-of-state hunters. The bill will
take effect in early June and affect
the 2018 hunting and trapping sea-
sons thereafter.

“People drive right through West

Virginia to Ohio or wherever it
continue to the next page

oCiaraplca , from Leon,got a 21
3/4” bass at the Winfield Locks.

and boat rentals.

*AlC

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

- - - . NOW BOOKING
Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min- FOR SPRING & SUMMER
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course SEASON RENTALS

Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

e Easy Access

* Great View Of Lake

e Fully Equipped Kitchen
Including Dishwasher

TV -DVD
* Barbecue Grill
* Large Porch Area

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

May/June 2018 ~ Page 20



200+ Campsites ¢ All Utilities IRVINE’S CAMPER SALES NEW

Cabins With Jacuzzis ‘3 USED
Tube Rentals b Jayco : per. Jayco P?alfr

Cable TV Located close to Parkersburg, WV On US Rt. 50
2 Miles From The Corridor D Bridge
n 17 State Rt. 555  Little Hocking, Ohio
. US Rt 33

9 Miles East Of Elkins cepted a $50,000 donation fromthe  event’s 11 years, sponsor corpo-
BOWDEN,WV West Virginia Governor’s One Shot  rations, land owners and hunters

\ 304-636-0023 committee for the Hunters Help- have raised more than $555,000.

www.revelles.com

ing the Hungry Program (HHH). The money helps pay for process-
The money was raised by volun-  ing hunter-donated venison, which
teers during last fall’s West Vir-  is distributed to the state’s needy
ginia Governor’s One Shot White-  residents through a network of
tail Deer Hunt. During the annual continue to the next page

be able to hunt on Sunday,” Gov.
Justice said. “We lose those dol-
lars because they want to be able to
hunt an entire weekend. This will
provide additional hunting recre-
ation for our visitors and residents
and result in a major economic im-
pact for our small rural businesses.
Today is truly historical.”

A study by the National Shooting
Sports Foundation projects Sunday
hunting adds $155 million to the
state’s economy each year.

Gov. Justice spoke about the bill
during a ceremonial signing on
Thursday in the Governor’s Recep-
tion Room before a crowd of offi-
cials from the Division of Natural
Resources, state legislators and _ R
Sunday hunting supporters. Ray Kelley & Bruce Denms caught an 8 Ib. 4 oz.and a7 1b. 6 0Z. rambow

Also at the event, Gov. Justice ac-  trout at Mountwood Park Lake near Parkersburg.

HlIIblIIy Haven Log Cabin Rentals

"3"‘1&"‘ %% Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just
S : ; : two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

e Recently built log cabins are exceptionally

mw clean and beautifully decorated to be your

home away from home

e Satellite tv and dvd player

e Gas log fireplace and air conditioning
e Full bath with shower
®
[ ]

e Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447  gafe environment Linens and other amenities provided

Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked

phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379 e Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleep two

email: info@hillbillyhavenwv.com
website: www.hillbillyhavenwv.com

First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interstate 79, Exit 91,
one mile south on US 19 toward lake

Call or visit website for rates, additional
information, and policies. A 50% deposit is
required for reservations. Major credit
cards are accepted.

Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft

Six person cabins have king or queen bed
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub, ®
dishwasher, and washer and dryer .
Eight person cabins have four bedrooms,
two baths, and an eight person hot tub
Accessible cabin available

Fully equipped kitchen with dishes,
cookware, refrigerator, microwave,
toaster, and coffee maker

ponds, playground, and horseshoe pits
Convenience store onsite with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many unique hillbilly gifts
Open 365 days a year

Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and
Arnold Palmer Signature Golf Course, and
2,650 acre Stonewall I
Jackson Lake with L

all types of water /

recreation, fishing, A A
and hunting, just Wit and Wondenfid
two minutes away
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more than 600 food pantries, senior
centers, shelters and the Mountain-
eer Food Bank in Gassaway.

“This is just another example of
the great things hunters do across
our state and across our nation. It
helps so many people and touches

so many lives,” Gov. Justice said.

DNR has sponsored the Hunters
Helping the Hungry program for 26
years, during which hunters have
donated 24,630 deer, or 941,000
pounds of venison. Donations have
provided 1,266,000 meals for West

Virginia families in need. More in-
formation about HHH can be found
at www.wvdnr.gov/Hunting/HHH.
shtm .

www.wvasportsman.net

BIG

team $120 Per Team B¢

BASS May 12 - Sat. S

EVENT June 24 - Sun. TR

July 22 - Sun. PLACES*
33 Aug 12 - Sun.
Team
ALL AT BELPRE RAMP
$1 !000 Limit
Guaranteed 1st Place NO OFF LIMITS

*COMPLETE RULES GIVEN AT EVENT

HOW TO REGISTER YOUR TEAM

* TEXT TEAM NAMES - OR EMAIL TEAM NAMES
OR MAIL IN THE FORM 3 Ways To Enter

TEXT 304-482-7217 CLIP OUT & MAIL
wvasport@yahoo.com § 6:45am - 3pm RN
BASS SPORTSMAN | Boater |

PO BOX 5521 Registration Partner |
VIENNA, WV 26105 1 ;’T‘;';OO | ONE PHONE # )
2ND $750 o
9 3RD $600 BIG BASS Entr $120 ¢ $10 BB= $130 Toatal

WHY 33 TEAMS? ~ sosmo ocoss  EntySfa0e Si0BB= 41

- QUICKER TO PUT IN 5TH $400  2ND $140 ay ¢ Ramp

« FASTER TO TAKE OUT 6TH $250 1st 33 Te Contacti

« SPEEDIER WEIGH IN FULL FIELD PAYOUT E“TER 800“ (SBet In ?Z??ou(r):az:elgf

OHIO RIVER TOURNAMENTS - ALL AT THE BELPRE RAMP

740-846-0062 _@_

Wright’s Riverside Marine

” Rt. 2 South Of il
—= h-nat
BOATS St. Marys, WV F/‘I/—l.}g‘/rg/ - BIVERE 3783 S?E?ﬁ 24 :
304-684-2850 Go Fidk! marine, e Coolville, OH

Trophies Sponsored By: gyGE SELECTION OF BASS TOURNAMENT EQUIPMENT
OHIO RIVER RODS - REELS - PLASTICS - CRANKBAITS - WEIGH BAGS

OUTDOORS 13520 EMERSON, AV. WILLIAMSTOWN, WV 304-916-1800
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“We Sell Fun!”
Honfefmzfl;l RV Center

_______
.'|1|.

Coachmen & q m—

Leader to the Great Qutdoors.

RV’S: VIKING ¢ APEX
CATALINA « SANDPIPER
CLASS C MOTORHOMES

Bed Liners -

Parts

NEW & USED || ;
RV’S
BOATS

Lots Of
RV Parts

Service

Weather Tech Products

www.hometownrvcenter.com
138 Colt Industrial Dr.
PROSPERITY, WV 25909

HERAR STHWHEELSE GTORHOMES

S
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SERVICES LLC
A tree service company that can handle any and all of your tree care needs.

We are located in central WV and service surounding counties. Our services
include but not limited to tree removal, tree pruning, stump grinding, lot

clearing, and right-of-way maintenance. Call today for a free estimate.

Contact Us At 304-689-6214

eMail cookstreeserviceslic@gmail.com
Visit Our Website www.cookstreeserviceslic.com

Walking Baits For Bass Flshlng

Walking topwaters are a staple
for bass fishing, particularly in the
summer and fall. Being a pro, Scott
Canterbury is as expert in the ways
of a walking bait as about any-
one. Even if you’re settled in your
ways, the Quaker State pro’s tips
might help you put a few more in
the boat.

Canterbury says he keeps a walk-

SPENCER'S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745

OVER 39 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS *
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS
WEST HAMLIN,WV

ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

ing bait tied on for much of the
year, but particularly likes one in
the spring and the fall.

“In the spring, during the spawn or
postspawn, I’ll throw it around the
spawning areas,” says Canterbury.
“If they’re down there spawning or
guarding fry that will get them to
come up and show themselves. A
lot of times they don’t get the bait,
but you can come back and catch
them on something else.”

In the fall, it’s more about getting
fish to eat than show themselves.

“In the fall it’s about schooling
fish,” says Canterbury. “If fish are
chasing bait or in open water, that’s
when I fish a walking bait. When
you’re not necessarily targeting
cover as much as you are bait,

that’s when I fish it.
continue to the next page
May/June 2018~ Page 24

Ed an , from WIlhamstown,
landed a Tenn. striper this spring.

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING

* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everytling you uced or
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV



MilGily Hunting Beagles

samysizo  PKC/AKC/UKC/NKC Pups~Hunting/Field Trial Dogs
Hunting Lights « Garmin GPS Tracking System « Diamond Deluxe
Dog Collars & Straps « Easy Loader « All Types Of Vinyl Coated Wire

David Dewees (304) 545-3820 By Appointment Only
3223 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV 25248

Of course, schooling fish can be
notoriously frustrating, so Canter-
bury likes to have other options
handy.

“If they don’t hit it I go to a swim-
bait or a jerkbait,” says Canterbury,
“something that’s down below
the surface. Even though fish are
schooling a lot in the fall, they’re
not necessarily coming up to get a
bait, so much as chasing a bait up
to the surface.

“I like a steady retrieve,” he adds.
“In the fall around schooling fish,
sometimes you have to walk it a
little bit faster than you do in the
spring. Every once in a while I’ll
change it up during a cast, and if
one boils at it I’ll maybe speed it
up a bit like it’s trying to get away,

but usually I stick with a steady ca-
dence.”
Tackle tips

Throwing a walking bait is like
fishing any other topwater, in that
you want it to stay at the surface,
work well and land fish. Canter-
bury chooses his tackle according-
ly.

“I’ve got to where I like braid, but
you’ve got to have a real soft rod
to throw it on braid,” says Canter-
bury. “So I usually throw straight
copolymer — 15-pound-test green
P-Line CXX — with a 7-2, medi-
um-action rod and a 7:1 high-speed
reel anytime I’'m throwing a walk-
ing bait.”

There are about a million walk-

continue to the next page

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890
(cell)

BERRY’S CAMPGROUND

Overnight Camping
* 1 New River Road
L Hinton, WV

Large Selection Of Carhartt Clothing ~ Georgia Boots

WiFI
Lounge
Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing

Catamaran Rentals
Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199

www.berryscamp.com

berrycampinfo@aol.com
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WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING 2\
CAMPING =7
HARD TO FIND AMMO & p
22LR - 22MAG s

243 - 22250 - 222

Camo Clothing ¢ Tree Stands
Ammunition
Archery Equipment
>  Bows & Arrows
; Rods & Reels
[y Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm

Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19

Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
506 FIREHOUSE ROAD

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

- Reach Customers
» 27 Years In Business
Details On Page 3

Shawn Stidham brought in a 25
pound turkey this spring.



Parker’s Safe Sales

E[rilmnllmn -~ 80t090

ooz, .-!5 In Stock
L] .l-'

In Home Dellvery - Up or Down
Tri-States Largest Safe Distributor
S & G Certified Locksmith
Since 1958 - New WVU Safes
740-484-4572
Exit 208 I-70 S. on SR 149-2.7 Miles
Belmont, Ohio

ing baits on the market, and Can-
terbury isn’t shy to say that he has
used and still uses many of them.
Per Canterbury, one of his favorites
now is the Bagley Knocker B, a
long-casting molded topwater that
is easy to walk.

Canterbury likes that it comes
with good hooks, but when he
does need to change them he goes
with standard round-bend trebles.
According to Canterbury, a round
bend is better than a wide-gap tre-
ble for ‘“snagging” fish that just
take a swipe at a bait.

Finally, the Alabama pro always

removes the split ring and attaches
the bait with a loop knot.
“A lot of baits come with a split
ring, but it weighs a little bit and
keeps the nose down,” says Can-
terbury. “If you get the nose up a
little bit it makes it easier to walk
the bait back and forth.”

Canterbury uses a simple over-
hand loop knot that works regard-
less of line type.

(304) 354-9038 e

S tut/ers

Call For
Current Prices
~.~3047 Little Creek Rd.

CRESTON, WV

[ loyd’s SPORTSMAN CENTER
Hunting * Fishing * Camping * Boating
Carhartt Clothing - Muck * Georgia * Wolverine Boots
Ammunition - Fly Fishing - Hackle - Targets - Scents
Gun Cleaning - Lots of Fishing Equipment - Much More!
RYV and Boat Equipment - Hardware - Tools
Exit 67 Off Of I-79 - Rt 19 North 1/4 Mile
Sutton, WV 304-765-3332

Jason Zirkle, from Elkins, reeled

in a nice largemouth bass.

Dave Augustine hooked a big Jack-
son County crappie.

/., PGOUTDOORS se.

RODS /
. | HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
/ Lﬁ Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
1' ¥ | Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

}J) Tackle By: Warden - Super Duper - Strike King
" Berkley - Mepps * Owner - Zoom * Yum - Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn - Zoom * Trout Magnet - Eagle Claw * Daiwa
Cabin Creek - Shakespeare * St. Croix * Zebco * Case
Ugly Stik - Gitzit - Rebel - Heddon - Rapala & More!

Camping Supplies * Musky Tackle * Marine Products
211 Main St. - HINTON, WV

REELS

Greenbrier Chalets Pipestem Country Campgounds
On The Greenbrier River OnRt. 20
www.greenbriercabins.com www.pipestemcamping.com
304-466-3536 304-466-9121

PC OUTDOORS 304-466-1442

*NEW Store*

Guns & Arche
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Jarod Harmon

Receives Award
SOUTH CHARLESTON, WV —

Jerod Harman, the West Virginia
B.A.S.S (Bass Anglers Sportsman
Society) Conservation Director, re-
ceived the B.A.S.S Nation Conser-
vation Director of the Year award
on March 17, 2018, during the bi-
ennial B.A.S.S Conservation Sum-
mit in South Carolina.

Serving as state Conservation
Director for the past seven years,
Harman has organized volunteers
to assist the West Virginia Division
of Natural Resources with many
fish habitat enhancement projects.
He also wrote and received a grant
to build an angler access trail at
Stonewall Jackson Reservoir, and
has been involved in installing boat
launches and collecting fishing line
and discarded soft plastics.

Harman is proud of the B.A.S.S.
Nation’s 98-100 percent live re-
lease rate for fishing tournaments.

Rhonda Young, from Drennen

brought is an unusual ‘“smoke

phase” wild turkey.

GROVE MARINE TRAGKER

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

" 304-547-5044
7 MILES EAST OF

WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD

Triadelphia, WV

9am to 5pm M-F
° Sat 10am to Noon

Recruiting young anglers is anoth-
er of his priorities.

This annual award recognizes
the work being done by volunteer
B.A.S.S. Nation conservation di-
rectors for developing and partici-
pating in outstanding projects and
programs in their state.

For 50 years, B.A.S.S. has fo-
cused on issues related to fisheries
and aquatic resource conservation
and works closely with state fish
management agencies to develop
sound management policies that
protect and enhance aquatic re-
sources.

A51x pound bass was landed by
Defazio at a Stonewall event.

FREE Online - www.wvasportsman.net

Back Issues Dating Back To 2006 Can Be Viewed Too

www.rodgersmithmarine.com Skeeter
Yamaha
South Bay
Honda
Rofl?r Smith Alumacraft
M A I N E ) z

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487
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EXPERIENCE
LEWIS

COUNTY

Come visit the haunted Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum. Featured on
many paranormal shows over the years, the facility is currently offering
civil war, historical, paranormal, and farm tours. Many other activities and
events include ghost hunts and a haunted house in October.

Weston, West Virginia was once the hand blown glass capital of the world.
Now it has two charming studios where you can watch the art of blowing
glass. Appalachian Glass and WV American Art Glass masterfully blend
traditional glass-making methods with the best of modern techniques.
Then learn more about the deep history of West Virginia glass by stopping
by. The West Virginia Museum of American Glass has a collection of more
than 17,000 pieces.

At the Mountaineer Military Museum, you will experience some of the Unit-
ed States Military’s unique moments while seeing the military of our country
and the nation comes alive through a soldier’s eyes.

lewis County, Weat Virginia

[
=

Il

Kick back and relax at Lambert’s Winery, situated on a beautiful hillside in
its own hand cut stone building where you can take a tour of the facility and
enjoy a tasting while visiting the gift shop.

You may also visit the childhood home of Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson at
WVU’s Jackson Mills Farmstead. Here you will see an 1840’s farmstead
with a working gristmill, blacksmith’s shop, buildings, cabins and more.

Outdoor enthusiasts can visit Stonewall Jackson Lake State Park or Stone-
coal Lake for boating, fishing, hiking, hunting and more. Enjoy a round
of golf while spending a relaxing weekend at the four diamond awarded
Stonewall Resort on the shore of Stonewall Jackson Lake.

Come visit where heroes were raised, legends born and memories are
made! For more information contact:

800-296-7329
lewiscountycvb.com

IR COnF

Take a tour of historic downtown; visit museums or the boyhood home of general "Stonewall”
Jackson. Relax at a winery, play golf, fish in a quiet cove or boat on one of our beautiful lakes.
Shop in our locally owned shops, watch glass blowing demonstrations, visit our historic and
haunted Asylum, or attend a local fair or festival. There's something for everyone to enjoy
here... Where past meets the present.

Visit Us Online or Call Today for your Free Travel Guide!

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM 304-269-7328
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Archery In The Schools Winners

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— Approximately 500 students
from 55 schools participated in the
13th annual Archery in the Schools
state tournament, hosted by the
West Virginia Division of Natu-
ral Resources at the Summersville
Arena and Conference Center on
March 24.

Each participant shot 30 arrows,
15 from 10 meters and 15 from 15
meters, with a maximum score of
300.

Ripley High School sophomore
Kaylee Toler was the top overall
female shooter with a score of 291.
Carly McHenry from Washington
District Elementary was awarded
the first-place elementary female
individual award with a score of
275, while Danielle Fridley from
Petersburg Middle School was
awarded the first-place middle
school female individual award
with a score of 289.

Peterstown Middle School sev-

A huge rainbow trout was caught.
Photo courtesy of Middle Mountain Sport-
ing Goods in Elkins.

enth-grader Jacob Dillion was the
top overall male shooter with a
score of 292. Riley Peyton from
Bridge/Clendenin Elementary was
awarded the first-place elementary
male individual award with a score
of 280, and Damon Witschey from
Magnolia High School took top in-
dividual honors in the high school
male category with a 291.

Ripley High School returned to
the top spot in the high school divi-
sion, while Washington District El-
ementary and Buckhannon-Upshur
Middle School took top honors for
the first time in their respective di-
visions.

Following the competition,
awards were presented to the top
three teams in each division, the
top 10 male and female individuals
in each division, and the top two

Intersection of

2{0]67,¢

Rt. 4 & 20
(07 :\"A= Rock Cave, WV
IGA 924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane Exchange

Beverages & Snachks
Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm Sun Noon to 5PM

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

overall male and female archers.
The top team and top 10 individu-
als from each division automatical-
ly received a bid to compete in the
2018 NASP National Tournament
in Louisville, Kentucky on May
10-12.

For a full list of results, visit www.
wvdnr.gov/archery/tournament.
shtm .

i1l g Tackle

MII'II Mart‘:__

Crossbows: Parker - 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More

PSE & MARTIN Bows « Expert Bow Tuning « Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels
- Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nltro * Mike’s » Joe’s Flies * Berkley

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

/

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane
=il ELKINS, WV
=" 304-636- 5569
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Fishing For Bass In High Muddy Water

In lieu of all the rain that has
led to recent flooding conditions
around the nation, you may be
among those anglers trying to fig-
ure out how to deal with rising and,
oftentimes, muddy water.

High water has impacted every-
one from the Gulf States to here in
Michigan, where the lakes are still
ice covered. Many southern anglers
are dealing with fish in a variety of
stages, from late winter seasonal
patterns to spawning conditions.

There is no doubt that finding the
bass is hard to do when the water is
rising. The fish inherently want to
push shallow and spread out when
the water level is moving upwards.

Just keep in mind that some of
your best spring fishing days can
occur when warming water is ris-
ing fast. Cold water makes it a lit-

tle tougher, and I will get into that
later.

I key on runoff areas, such as
backs of creeks, around culverts
or even residential yards and water
from city streets. Water tempera-
ture is critical, as it can vary from
one pocket or creek to another. You
may find as much as a five-degree
difference from one spot to the
next, so look for the warmest run-
off you can find.

And don’t overlook ultra-shallow
areas. Bass will put their noses on
a seawall, bank or a log even if it’s
in inches of water.

I will fish a spinnerbait under
those conditions most of the time.
The spinnerbait usually fishes well
in flooded grass, bushes and around
trees and allows me to cover water
faster and more thoroughly.

However, spinnerbait style is crit-
ical. This is when I want a bulky
spinnerbait with Colorado blades.
Those blades not only put out a lot
of vibration to help the fish find the
bait in muddy water, but they pro-
vide lift and require you to wind

continue to the next page

ek M Sy
Tom Morgan hooked a huge rain-

bow trout. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

>

Dog Supplies * Tannerite
Garmin * Holsters
Tactical Supplies * Lucky Buck

Muzzleloaders * Trapping * Blinds * Stands

Camo Clothing: Yukon ¢ Country Life
Moonshine * Muddy Girl  Browning

ANDERSON OUTDOORS

“Everything You Need For Your Next Outdoor Adventure”

Parker * Bear
Crossbows
Custom Arrows

Fishing Tackle
Trout Bait * Knives
Scopes * Binoculars

SHOTGUNS
PISTOLS

' _ Consignment

NEW

10AM to6PM
Mon Tue Thu Fri Sat
10am to 5pm Wed
Closed Sunday

..‘_.\

LADIES HANDBAGS & CANO

Area
» We Can Sell Your
Sporting ltems

242 South Kanahwa St.
BUCKHANNON, WV
304-460-2317
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the bait slower. As a result, the bait
will stay in the strike zone longer
and make it easier for the fish to
react.

I also opt for bright colors, such
as fire tiger, chartreuse, fluorescent
oranges, yellows and even pearl
white. Black can be good too, be-
cause it provides a good silhouette
in dirty water.

If there is too much debris to fish a
spinnerbait, I will got to 1/2-ounce
Strike King Hack Attack Flip-
ping Jig in black/blue with a blue
craw-colored Rage Craw (or a
similar rig in white) and flip it into
thick cover or even swim it, de-
pending upon the area I'm fishing.

Now, in cold water, your chal-
lenge rises. It’s the toughest to face
in early spring.

Just remember that if the bass are
still in the winter pattern, they are
less likely to move to prespawn
areas when the water is cold and
rising. However, there always is a
segment of the fish population that
lives shallow most of the time, and
that’s where I like to throw a KVD
1.5 Flat crankbait that displaces a
lot of water and allows me to make
a lot of casts while searching for
fish.

It’s important to fish this lure
close to the bottom or near objects

i i i : 3
; 1k o

Stacy Stout caught & released a
huge Stonewall Jackson bass.

because that’s where the fish will
be holding. In cold muddy water, I
will make parallel casts to channel
swings, steeper banks, and riprap.

Rising water may wash out your
favorite places to fish for spring
bass, but that doesn’t mean you
can’t catch them in other areas. Just
employ some of the tactics outlined
here, cover a lot of water and you
might be surprised with the results.

And remember, it’s all about the
attitude!

E

'NNIAL
1R,
22 North Locust Street

Buckhannon, WV
26201

(304) 472-4100

www.wvasportsman.net

Stoeger - Winchester - Weatherby < Browning « Rossi

PARK CENTER

410 John Raine Drive
RAINELLE, WV

304-438-5660

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun
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Guns - Pistols - Bows - Knives
Safes - Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Camo Clothing - Scents
Gortex Clothing - Dog Supplies
Trapping - Custom Arrows - More
Crossbows: Parker -

BOOTS BY: LaCrosse - Rocky - Red Wing
Browning - Matterhorn - Irsih Setter - Danner
____ Carolina - Chippewa

G220 Liberty Safes

g Boats /MIELIE/

Mission - Excaliber

vV3 - ulaep - yooslzeag - suLy uosuensiiyy - biagssop - AusyH - Iyoueaq

JVEETe [y I

Kimber - T-C Encore - Traditions - CVA - Thompson Center
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304-853-2822
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Drinks & Snacks

~LIVE BAIT~

Gasoline - Marine Supplies
Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

FISHING BOAT
RENTALS

www.burnsvilledocks.com

LARGE
Tackle

Selection

Eakins Jigs
Ardent Reels
Hawg Caller
Rods & Reels
Yamamoto & More

2018 Boats In Stock
Great Selection Of Quality Used Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available

Pontoon & Bass Boats
www.wrightsriversidemarine.com

* FIBERGLASS
* ALUMINUM
* PONTOON

 E-TECG2 |
Outboards

o

Wright’s Riverside
Rtl\gasrc::‘tsof Certified Service Department

st. marys, w  EVIMRUDE !

304-684-2850 #1 In District Total Horsepower Dealer
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Catfishing Tips

What’s the best time to catch cat-
fish?

Is one time of the year better as far
as catching cats?

This is a question we’re asked
frequently by catfish anglers of all
experience levels. It’s normal to
question if there’s something you
can do to increase your success by
taking advantage of seasonal pat-
terns.

As far as the best time to catch
catfish, I’ll give you a general sum-
mary of the different seasons and
how it impacts the catfish action.

This is based on my experience of

continue to the next page

Bo Tallman got his Ist gobbler in
Tyler County. Photo courtesy of Tyler
Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.




SHRIANES DN N EERNTME N NGRS H O EWE N
2) 8Y BOAT OR BANK ON THE OHIO RIVER

//é 2 Person Team By Boat $100 entry per team

2 Person Team On The Bank $30 entry per team

Friday, June 1st, 2018
7pm (Friday) to 7am (Saturday)

St. Marys Marina

2 Person Team - Boat Division - $100 Entry Fee Per Team. Pays 3 Places. 1st $1,000  2nd $650 ¢ 3rd $300
Pre-registration Call or Text (Sgt. Jason Reed) 304-299-3446. Fishing boundaries are the Hannibal Dam to the Willow Island Dam and all trib-
utaries to the 1st dam or riffle. 2 catfish per team (must be alive). NO TRAILERING ALLOWED Teams launch & return to the St. Marys Marina.
BIG CAT Jackpot - $25 per team (80% payout) Big Fish in pounds breaks ties. Sign up starts at 6:30pm 6/1/2018 or pre-register earlier.

2 Person Team - Bank Division - $30 Entry Fee Per Team. Pays 3 Places. 1st $350 ¢ 2nd $250 ¢ 3rd $150
Fishing boundaries are the Hannibal Dam to the Willow Island Dam and all tributaries to the 1st dam or riffle. 2 catfish per team (must be alive).
Teams must stay together and fish from the bank. Teams leave & return to the St. Marys Marina for the weigh-in by 7am on Sat. Fish must be alive

YOUTH FISHING EVENT

FREE Sign up starts at 5:30pm Age Groups:
3yrs-5yrs, 6 yrs-9yrs, 10yrs-14yrs
5 fish limit, all fish will be weighed-in
Fishing at the marina. Bring Your Own Bait!

June 1st 2018 6pm to 8pm @ St. Marys Marina

and are to be released. Top 5 teams must stay for the weigh-in. There will be a POLYGRAPH done!! Payout increases over 40 teams.
BIG CAT Jackpot - $10 per team (80% payout). Big Fish in pounds breaks ties. Sign up starts at 6:30pm 6/1/2018

St. Marys Hardware Straight up Tree Service Custom Images Body Shop
Long Reach Credit Union  TC Towing and Repair, LLC Westbrook Trucking Services, Inc
Cornell Bail Bonding Garrett Construction Ingram Funeral Home

Pleasants County Insurance Atkinson Bail Bonding

St. Marys Insurance Brian Carr

Chris Metz State Farm

Raber Law Office

Willow Island Credit Union
Summit Environmental Services
Casto Resources

Austin McKeown went to Putnam
County for a nice buck.

ver fifteen years as a professional
catfish guide in Texas but the same
information applies. The same gen-
eral rules will apply everywhere
across the United States but sea-
sonal changes could happen earlier
or later depending on climate.

Catfish behavior and patterns are
all relative to water temperature
because catfish don’t have a cal-
endar, water temperature controls
everything.

I could write for hours and hours
and fill multiple books with differ-

CRISS SALES & SERVICE

(304)
472-1474

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

Husqgvarna

Shindaiwa & More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

ent patterns and catfishing tech-
niques to use different times of the
year so I’'m going to cover the ba-
sics.

The short answer about the best
time to catch catfish is that catfish-
ing is good all year long in much of
the country but you may be better
off focusing your efforts on a spe-
cific species of catfish at times to

increase your success.
continue to the next page

Convenience Store * Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies * Souveniers
Game Checking Station « Hardware

LAZY ACRES MART

Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 A\ T:\¥y
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Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19 Walkersville

Ammo

Camp Sites - Full Hookups

Live Bai Chalets - Call For Reservations -
e Bait . Eat-in or Carry Out Food - Pizza GAS Hunters & Fishermen
Game Checklng Hoagies - Subs - Burgers TV &AC Welcome  FREE

. s . Beverages - More 6am to 10pm Mon - Sat Parking
FIShmg Supplles 9a?n t0p9pm(§un |304-472-3000| Center Of City

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson
Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes

304-452-8870

“Business Goes Where Invited
Stays Where Appreciated”

Colonial Qotel - Motel

Different Species, Different Times,
It Makes a Difference

Answering what time of the year
is best for catching catfish has
many variables like the catfish spe-
cies you’ll be targeting, whether
you want to catch blue, channel or
flathead catfish, if your goal is to
catch numbers or size and more.

The best time of the year to catch
catfish can vary greatly depending
on what your target species is and
whether you are targeting bigger or
smaller fish.

Winter

Catfishing in the Winter is one of
my absolute favorite times of the
year.

Winter affords a lot of options like
cormorant catfishing for numbers
of fish and excellent action for blue
cats in deep or shallow water.

My favorite Winter catfishing is
for trophy blue catfish.

Winter is the absolute best time
here in Texas for catching big

BRUSHY FORK MART

Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

E D E

Diesel
Kerosene
WYV Lottery & Powerball
We Have SHINERS
and CRAPPIE MINNOWS

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm—
Sun 7am to 9pm

s

| Py
304-472-5132 °

24 N. Kanawha St.
BUCKHANNON, WV 26101

Dalton Cutwright, owner

monster blue catfish consistently
and is also easy to produce excel-
lent numbers of blue catfish and
channel catfish that are “box” fish.
Winter offers excellent fishing for
blue and channel catfish but the

flathead bite can be difficult. Many

flathead cats are often caught in the
continue to the next page

Lu

John Maynor used a o

w for a
good bear.. Photo courtesy of Unckle
Tom’s Loans in Oceanna.

Josh Burge got his 1st gobbler.
Photo courtesy of Crossroads General
Store near Newark.

www.wvasportsman.net

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965
US 33 East Motorcycles
Buckhannon, WV urv-ATv
304-472-4824 Service * Sales
www.supersmittys.com
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Winter but very few savvy catfish
anglers will target them during this
time.

Whether your goal is big monster
trophy class cats or catching num-
bers of small fish winter is an ex-
cellent time for both!

Spring

Spring brings on rising water tem-
peratures and a transitional period
for fish, catfish included. This is es-

SALES - FINANCE - PARTS - SERVICE

www.leesonsmotors.com 320 West Main Street
Bridgeport, WV

(304) 842-5469

,-: o S SUZUKL ey g Used

© | Kawasaki [Jriiin
KYMCO

LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

ATV & UTV’s
pecially true of early season fishing
where catching transition catfish
can be frustrating especially for in-
experienced anglers. Putting some

temperatures stabilize the catfish-
ing action goes crazy. The warm
water makes the cats much more
active. They’re hungry coming out

time on the water in and learning
to locate and pattern seasonal tran-
sition cats will teach you that the
early spring transition offers some
amazing fishing.

Anytime there’s a drastic change
in water temperature the fish scat-
ter and become more difficult to
pattern and when water tempera-
tures stabilize then fishing patterns
and catfish locations will become
more consistent. They’re always
biting somewhere but during cer-
tain times it can be difficult to find

that “somewhere”.

Cody Isner caught a nice bass.

As the weather warms and water

Rley McCloy harvested a nice 20
Ib. turkey on youth day.

« FULL MOON

TEAM
CHALLENGE

$100 per Team

Plus $10 Optional Big Bass
Big Bass Pays 2 Places
Over 25 Teams

Pay CASH At Ramp

Ay

«

Bass Sportsman
304-482-7217
wvasport@yahoo.com

20% Of Teams
Win Money

7:30pm to 7am

REGISTRATION
BEGINS AT 6PM

* 6 Fish Limit per Team
* 6 0z. Dead Bass

* Courtesy Board

* Obey DNR Rules

* Subject To Polygraph
* Complete Rules At Events
* No Off-Limits Before Events
* Open To All Teams

July 28 - Tygart Lake
August 25 - Sutton Lake
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STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

Gas - Tires

Over 47 Y i
vor 47 tedrs Groceries - Hardware

In Business

MOUNTAIN STATE LOG HOMES

“Your Path To Affordable Log Home lemg”

Providing Quality Log Home
Materials Since 1978
“Experience The Difference”

Why Choose Mountain State Log Homes?
* FREE Unloading At Your Site
* Milled Locally In Jane Lew, WV
* Kiln Dried White Pine Log Choices
* FREE Quotes And Custom Designing
* Detailed Construction Manual With
Purchase
* FREE House Package Delivery In WV
And In Bordering States
PO BOX 679 208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV 26378
Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com
Or email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.net

JANE LEW MODELS OPEN DAILY

D-Logs 6" x6",6"x 8", 8" x 8"
Log Siding 6", 87, 12
Douglas Fir Beams
Dove Tail Log 6" x 12
TIG1"x6",2"x 6"
Cedar Posts & Railing

800.553.3006
Other Hours By Apt.

304.884.6646 |
_ @ | ocated in the Industrial [EbE il
Park, I-79 exit 105
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of a long winter where cold water
makes them lethargic and they’re
not feeding heavily. This means
them losing body weight during the
winter and they’re going to put that
back on by feeding heavily.

Late March, April and early May
is some of the best blue catfish fish-
ing of the year for numbers of fish
and also offers excellent opportuni-
ties for trophy class catfish as well.

Channel catfish action is typically
excellent and very consistent also.

Flathead catfish are virtually in-
active during the winter and the
warm spring waters puts them in
a feeding frenzy not only adding
back the lost Winter weight but
also getting ready for spawn.

Advertise in the
W. Va. Sportsman
« 27 Years In Business
* Reach Customers
+ Target Marketing
* FREE Online Too
« 200 Locations Each Month

DETAILS ON PAGE 3
www.wvasportsman.net

Zander Stalnaker caught a big trout
at Turkey Run Lake.
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WORD SEARCH

Creek * Road * Sinker * Tram ¢ Fork ¢ Reel * South * Tarp
Kayak * Rapala * Hunter * Sauger * Ranger ¢ Storm ° Leaf * Hit
Trout * Sunk * Boulder * Park ¢ Gobbler « Ramp * Rented * Gust

Knife ¢ Peel « Catch * Angler ¢ Limit * Tournament * Arrow * Worm

Pattern * Rap * Crown * Loaf * Moon * Smallmouth « Camper

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

Nina Brumfield, from Chapman-
ville caught a 24 1/2" largemouth

at Mud River Lake.
LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED
Clip Out
i-N:me_ —————————————— ‘i | We are looking for LARGE fish & game
| | & pictures from 2018.
I Address I Sl NO Send Photo To:
| City I ishios. | DOES WVS
e Zio | g P.O. Box 5521
I . I g Vienna, WV
| Fish Pond 0z | rEXT 304-482.7217 26105
I_Deer Other #Points _! Photos Will Be Returned E-mail wvasport@gmail.com
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10302 Tyler Highway - Rt. 18
Ty | er O u td OO r 12 Miles Off Rt.g Just Soug of Newy Martinsville, WV

MIDDLEBOURNE, WV 304-758-2120

OPEN: TUESDAY THROUGH Friday 10AM TO 7PM Saturday 10AM to 3PM

f

- |stols, leles, Shotguns

"m"'""“ A .,.-u- Ammunltlon

¥ lllnnmmm

1‘ ‘uwlh-ﬁ‘wﬁhf .

14 “ ll / '

% 1,200 Guns

: -
N / In Stock
-
- fo=v
- i’ '

Barnett & Excahber Crossbows * Diamond Compound Bows ¢ Custom Arrows ° Lacrosse Boots
Steel Traps & Scents * Gun Cases & Holsters ¢ Deer Feeders & Scents ¢ Fishing Tackle & Rods - MORE
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www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com

BIMEOTRIOUIESAVINGS
AHSTUPETIoTAToYotd

T.R. Hathaway says: “ Spring turkey is April 16 to May 12

Sut P TOYOTA

NEW 20 18 Toyota Tundra New 20 18 Toyota H:ghlander

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolneloriddns mmm

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolneloriadns mmm

$ 1,000 customer Cash Gaz)ll\ﬁ‘;del

Up to $ 1,250 customer Cash 2018 RAV4
OR e =

0.9% APR for up to 60 Months

How Do We Do It?

Supe””
The name says it all! SALES, SERVICE, PARTS
WWW. SuperlorAutOWV com

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolnesoriddns-mmm

$ 1,5 00 customer Cash
OR
0% APR for up to 60 Months
and $500 TFS Customer Cash
Gas & Hybrid Models

Rt. 50 EAST
: : k PARKERSBURG
* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate. 0% APR for 60 monthly G 304'424'5 1 22

payments of $16.67 for every $1,000 financed. 1.9% APR for 60 monthly payments of $17.48 for each $1,000 financed. Plus tax & 8 O 0 47 8 5 8 8 4

fees and dealer doc fee $187.25. Whereas every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible for errors.
www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com

www.superiorautowv.com
wo9'Amolneionadns mmm

0.9 % for 60 monthly payments of $17.05 per thousand financed  Expires 6-4 2018.






