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JUST A FEW EXAMPLES! OVER 200 UNITS PRICED TO SELL!
NEW NEW NEW KAWASAKI PRE-OWNED PRE-OWNED
DIRT BIKES | YOUTH DIRT BIKES |25~ 1]| DIRT BIKES | YOUTH DIRT BIKES

52199 | 5499 (L1, 2J4'2,199 |+*400E

NEW NEW #E‘g Y';(A'g;g“' PRE-OWNED PRE-OWNED
ATVs YOUTH ATVs 4-SEATERS ATVs YOUTH ATVs

4°4,399| 2,699 [Earkl #9399 141,999

ALL NEW vAMAHA PRE-OWNED PRE-OWNED
650Rs METRIC CRUISERS |HARLEY DAVIDSONS

APPLICATIONS
Accepted & Reviewed “'W‘ﬂ 965 *% ' 31 299 L°‘” 34 999

NEW NEW NEW CFMOTO PRE-OWNED PRE-OWNED
TOURING BIKES O [ | SF300 EXs TOURING BIKES | SPORT BIKES

4'8,499 |4°9,149 |ELALL 44,999 |4'2,999

NEW NEW NEW PRE-OWNED PRE-OWNED

METRIC CRUISERS| YOUTH ATVs SIDE X SIDES | YOUTH SIDE X SIDES

+°3,199 |4'2,999 +'2,699(+°2,999

BIG SAVINGS ON ALL BRANDS OF NEW & PRE-OWNED!
HONDA - YAMAHA - CFMOTO - POLARIS - SUZUKI - KAWASAKI - KYMCO - ARCTIC CAT - SSR

KEEFER’S of LOGAN

Rt. 44 South Jerry West Hwy. * Logan, WV » www.keeferpowersports.net

o v EVENT LOCATION
K us out, or cALL.. 304-752-2245 RT. 44 SOUTH

RT. 44 SOUTH
LOGAN (1 mile from intersection) J ERRY WEST HWY-
MOTORCYCLE SALES LOGAN, WV (Former Logan Motor Sales location

304_752_41 45 across from Logan Motorcycle Sales)

Alwa y ra helm t y E rote I dp I t Ith %N r ride under the influence of alcohol or other drug B vespeed.Studyyourowner’smunuulundulwuysinspemi hicle before d ing.
T"k d kII I for k II Motol cyl S fef 1yF ndal I at 1-800- 446 9277 P pI 1 df 0/ APR. th ghY maha for qualifed buyers. With approved credit. See dealer for details. P os for
fra p rposes only. t 1

AVAILABLE!
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Advertise in the ALSO ON THE

W.Va. Sportsman mrerner

Promote Your Business Statewide H
Advertise Special Sales and Events IgngséIRﬁgs
Reach Thousands of Potential Customers

LOW ADVERTISING RATES

1/15 Page.......$28 = 6 WEEKRATES  1/4 pPage.......... $82
1/10 Page.......$39 1/3 Page........ $100
1/6 Page......... $65 1/2 Page........ $135
1/5 Page......... $72 2/3 Page........ $150

COLOR FULL PAGE INSIDE....$195
EXTRA BACK PAGE................ $240
For Advertising Information In
RATES START AT: The Number One outdoor
Publication In West Virginia
$28 for 6 weeks CONTACT:
For This Size Ad W. Va. Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Less Than A 62 Cents Vienna, WV 26105
A Day! 304-482-7217
wvasport@gmail.com

Magazine

Volume 1 Issue 254

Publisher and Editor
Mark A. Goudy

Contributing Editors
West Virginia Division Of
Natural Resources

No Subscriptions Offered

100% OWNED & OPERATED IN WV

Attention Bass Fishermen!
Get Your Name On Our
Mail-List For Bass Tournaments '
In 2016
Fill Out The Form Below
__ _ToBePlaced OnThe Mall It ™ Clip & Mail To:
| | Bass Sportsman
| Name | P.O.Box 5521
: Address : Vienna, WV
. 26105
I City. ST :
I Zip email | email
L - — — - wvasport@gmail.com
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Printed Every Six Weeks.

W.Va. Sportsman
P.0O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV 26105

304-482-7217

Email wvasport@gmail.com

www.wvasportsman.net
All Rights Reserved

Cover Photo

Bryan Maynard, from Hun-
tington, caught and released a 7
pound, 13 oz. largemouth bass at
Upper Mud River Lake. This lake
has a catch & release rule.

Send in your 2015 game & 2016
game and fish TEXT pics. Send
to 304-482-7217.

There have been numerous text
pics sent in this year. If you are
not in the last couple of issues,

look in future issues for your pic.
Photo courtesy of Rodger Smith Marine

in Lavalette.




Summer Catfishing

Current seams are created natu-
rally by the obstruction of the wa-
ter flow. Major structural elements
in a river that create current breaks
include points, wing dams, eddies,
backwaters and deep holes.

Bait placement on a current seam
Obstructions such as points and
humps have developed on the river
bank or river bed that will cause
the water flow to slower, creating a
seam between the fast flowing cur-
rent and the slower diverted water.

In most cases deeper holes are
created on the back side of these
obstructions creating Eddy’s [dead
mostly slower water] the water is
funneled from the tail of the Eddie
towards its head creating a whirl-

North Bend Lake. Photo courtesy of
Biat Shack in Harrisville

R&S SPORTS & PAWN INC.

BUY « SELL - TRADE - PAWN
GUNS - FISHING GEAR
TOOLS - JEWELRY

Mon to Fri 10AM - 5SPM
Sat 10AM 0 20M | 304-275-1112]

Ly 100 Midway St.
-9 ELIZABETH WV

TN Musky Baits - Tackle
e e HUNTING SEASON IS HERE!

pool effect. Current seams and
particularly eddies can concen-
trate drifting food. Small forage
fish will use the current seam to
pick through the drift, in turn these
current seams will also attract the
trophy catfish as they feed on the
forage fish.

Current speed will effect the way
the seam develops on each break or
structure, so the trick is to learn and
understand when each spot (or spot
within the spot) will be productive
and when the fish will use them and
only concentrate on these areas and
fish these them during the correct
water flow.

If the flow is to slow, the seams
will just disappear and look nonex-
istent and therefore not very pro-
ductive in low water times.

In a nutshell, understanding where
the catfish hold at during the differ-
ent water levels and current speeds
on this particular seam will help
you catch them. When the flow
changes the catfish will change so
you should too.

However setting up or anchoring
on these current seams can some-
times be tricky, boat placement is
crucial.

If you anchor too far out in the
fast side of the seam, this will cause
your bait presentation to drift fur-
ther out into the main current away
from the seam, and if you anchor
too far in on the slower side of

seam, (the Eddie) will cause your
continue to the next page

SAGO VALLEY RIVER RETREAT 304-613-4210

Vacation rental on the Buckhannon River, Upshur County, WV
Rustic, historic home, completely furnished, sleeps 6
Hunting ¢ Fishing * Hiking * Canoeing
Very private 6 acres - Pristine Nature Setting

Great for fishing, hunting or family fun!

Google: Sago Valley River Retreat

BOWTECH

DIAMOND \\
PARKER &

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS-CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE
CHELYAN, WV

BARNETT  304-595-2699

PARKER  \on Tue Thu Fri 12 - 7
EXCALIBER Wed 12 - 5
CROSSBOWS Sat. 10AM to 2PM
www.bow-listicarchery.com
BOOKING WILD ‘f
BOAR HUNTS

Terry Mile lnd 62 pound flat-
head on the Little Kanawha River.

June/July 2016 ~ Page 4



Stonewall Jackson

Team Bass Tournament

20% Of Teams
Paid Out

Stonewall
Classic

September
24 & 25

$130 Entry + $10 Daily Big Bass
$5 Late Fee Entering At Ramp

VANDALIA RAMP

Exit 96 1-79
7AM TO 4PM
« 6 Fish Limit - 2 Bass
Can be Over 18”
* No Live Bait

Subject To Polygraph Complete
Rules Given At The Tournament

Clip Out and Mail In: This secures your
boat number. Pay the cash balance at
the ramp. Indicate what events your team
wants to attend. $5 late fee enter at the ramp

Mail In $20 Preregistration Fee:
Bass Sportsman
PO Box 5521 Vienna, WV
26105 304-482-7217

bait presentation to drift further out
into the main current away from
the seam, and if you anchor too
far in on the slower side of seam,
(the Eddie) will cause your boat
to spin in the whirlpool effect the
eddy produces. There is a fine line
between these two transitions, once
you find your positioning you will
drastically increase your chances
of hooking into a trophy catfish.

CURRENT SEAMS AND SHORE
FISHERMAN

Current seams and eddy’s are
not limited to guys who only fish
from a boat, bank anglers can also
fish these types of spots as there are
many different size current seams
created naturally from river bank
erosion. Small points and cut away
banks all create a current seam even
in small rivers and streams. Setting
up on a point with moderate cur-
rent flow and casting your rig out,
allowing the current to sweep it into
the seam is the same as anchoring
a boat on it.

Go Online For This
Publication - It’s Free

W.Va. Sportsman.net

Issues from 2006 on are
available too’

Payton Berry hooked a bluegill at
Barboursville Lake.
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Peyton Meadows got a 6 pomt buck
in Tyler County.
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ARCHERY

Mon-Fri 5pm to 8pm Sat 12-6pm

Hoyt ¢ G-5 Prime

J; 23 ‘E'ﬁ Bowtech
ﬁ:’ QUEST BOWS - From G5
v /% PARKER G5

EASTON - CARBON EXPRESS - GOLD TIP
Ten Point * Parker ¢ Excaliber Crossbows
Archery Supplies - Pro Shop

1.8 Miles From I-77 - Rt. 31/Airport Road
WILLIAMSTOWN, WV 304-375-2434

On Facebook
crooked creek archery

30 TARGET 3-D ARCHERY RANGE
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James McVey, from Beaver, caught

a big grass carp.

E e

Matthew Butterfield caught a large
flathead catfish.

Flathead Fishing

Hooking into a flathead catfish
should be characterized as the title
refers. “The Fresh water freight
train”. The shear brute strength and
fight these fish give are challenging
to say the least. Keeping the fish
from taking you to a snag or jagged
rocks once hooked is the challeng-
ing part. A forty pound flathead
does what it wants, so using good
equipment to turn and control the
fish is a must.

One of Kentucky’s least talked
about flathead Catfishing river sys-
tems that actually hold our state
record for flathead catfish is the
green river. Not the lake!

But the river system, that stretch-
es over 360 miles through central
Kentucky and joins the Ohio River
near Henderson Kentucky. I be-

Jayco

IRVINE'S CAMPER SALES
é&ﬁ 740.989-2291 800-987-4275
www.irvinescamper.com

Located close to Parkersburg, WV On US Rt. 50
2 Miles From The Corridor D Bridge

17 State Rt. 555  Little Hocking, Ohio

NEW
USED

Exclusive
Jayco Dealer

2016 Bass Sportsman Schedule*Ohio River & Lake Events

All Of The Team Events Are 7am to 4pm $90 Entry $10 Optional Big Bass
No Late Fees - Enter Cash At The Ramp - Rules At The Events

OHIO RIVER
TEAM

4/24 - Saint Marys
6/26 - Powatan Point
7/24 - New Martinsville
8/28 - New Martinsville
9/11 - Powhatan Point
9/11 Date Changed from 9/25

* 6 Fish Limit
On The Ohio River

Sponsored By:

WRIGHT’S RIVERSIDE MARINE
Rt. 2 St. Marys, WV 304-684-2850

STRATOS * RANGER & G3 Boats

SALT FORK LAKE
May 30 - July 4 - Sept. 5
Main Marina

* 6 Fish Limit - Salt Fork - Can
Have 4 Over 15” and 2
Between 12” to 15” or 3 Over
15” and 3 Between 12”-15”"
Or 2 over 15” and 4 Between
12”15

Complete Rules At Events

Call For INFO:
Bass Sportsman

304-482-7217

wvasport@gmail.com

lieve there is a 100 pounder wait-
ing to be caught between Central
City and Munfordville Kentucky.
Targeting and catching a flathead
catfish is a little more time con-
suming than fishing for the channel
cats or blue catfish. I would catego-
rize targeting flatheads as more of a
stalk and hunt, understanding there
patterns and feeding habits much
like deer hunting, figuring out

where and when to intercept them.

Flatheads are loners and very ter-
ritorial and their habits of ambush
feeding is somewhat different that
other catfish species however they
are also an opportunist when it
comes to feeding as is all catfish,
but their appetite tends to be a bit
more finicky than the other catfish

species.
continue to the next page

Compare

My Prices

NINGH4
Knife & Gun Shop

Many New & Used Guns & Pistols
Deer Rifles In Stock - Large Selection
Concealed Carry Pistols

613 Sheridan St. GLENVILLE, WV

11am to 6pm
Mon - Sat

304-804-2022
304-483-2087
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Most folks think flatheads can
only be caught at night but for the
guys who chase the flatheads will
tell you different. Flatheads can be
taken in the day; you just have to
put the bait in front of them where
they hold up during the day which
is generally heavy cover. Flathead
prefer live bait over the dead bait,
however they will take a piece of
fresh and I mean fresh cut, still
bleeding piece of cut bait.

A flathead catfish will take up
residence in or around a good bait-
fish attracter such as rock piles of
log jams and protect and ward off
any competing flatheads, generally
the bigger fish calls the shots.

Other good ambush points are
tributaries that feed the main river,
scour holes, drops and ledges along
the river channel, flathead will lay
tight against the ledges and wait on
an unsuspecting prey to pass by for

the ambush. A drop in the contour
of the river bed as small as 1 ft. can
hold a forty 1b flathead.

Flatheads will tolerate current but
prefer some slack water. I will gen-
erally target eddies, current breaks
and current seams in the spring and
summer when there is current flow.
These types of places allow the
flatheads to rest and take advantage
of the food that washes by them in
the current.

But this time of year the green
river is pretty much void of current
which makes anchoring on a hole
or brush pile a little more difficult.
A double anchor technique will
be required to fish these spots ef-
ficiently.

The equipment required for tar-
geting these fresh water freight
trains is a medium heavy seven foot
rod, either a bait cast or spin cast-

continue to the next page

Revelle’s River Resort
US.Rt 33
9 Miles East Of \
ELKINS, WV \
304-636-0023

Stocked Fishing Stream
Cottages and Cabins
300 + Camp Sites

ge = (WestVirgini
I !
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Lucy Spencer got a smallmouth..

We are the area’s
newest dealer for....

First To Start. Last To Quit.

A !’fr"‘ )
(=

= La T

Outdoor & r:her}r Store

.

Shindaiwa Power Tools and Elite Bows

Service
- All Makes/Models ATVs/UTVs
* Bad Boy Mowers

Come as a Customer: Leave as a FRIEND
www.hendershotperformance.com

Parts/accessories
- All OEM
- Aftermarket

M-F9-6 Sat 9-1

740.315.0090
® CFMOTO

athe

AVORTEXX

*... PRESSURE WASHERS

3015 State Route 339 Belpre, Ohio
Across The River From Parkersburg, WV
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=The Boys|With All The]

PARKERSBURG, W)

Genuine Skooter

ARCTIC CAT

Route 95 5 Miles From 177

SEE US AT www.dsdkawasaki.com
OR LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

304-861-0449
1-866-266-6855
dsd_kawasaki@hotmail.com

ATV'’S, SIDE BY SIDES,
DIRT BIKES.....CALL!
WE GOT ‘EM!!!

ing combo which ever you prefer,
spooled with at least 65 lb braided
fishing line. The heavy pound test
will help you pull the flathead away
from cover or possible snags.

I use a 50 Ib. mono leader with
a #9 Mustad demon circle hook.
If I do get snagged the leader will
break before the mainline keeping
me from having to retie the whole
rig again, I just replace the leader
and hook and I'm fishing again
quickly.

The best rig for search for monster
flatheads is the slip rig /Carolina
rig, it allows the flathead to take the
bait and feel little resistance. I like
to use a short leader and at least a 4
oz egg or no roll sinker, the heavi-
er weight and shorter leader helps
keep the lively baitfish from swim-
ming of into nearby cover getting
you tangled up.

www.wvasportsman.net

Adpvertise in the
W. Va. Sportsman
Ad Info On Page 3

¢ 25 Years in business
* Low advertising rates
e Reach more customers

Kirk McDonald caught his 1st musky on the Kanawha River.
June?July 2016 ~ Page 8




Stop By Our Store OR Shop Online With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You - www.doddsports.com

We Accept

Cards

Weatherby ¢ Browning ¢ Kimber ¢ Cooper
Ruger * Remington * Winchester
Thompson Center * Glock ¢ Springfield
S&W ¢ Walther ¢ Taurus & More

11-5 Sat

Major Credit §

i LI ey ey

11-6Monto Fri || 2096 Do
a

Huge Selection Of Leupold

Reloading * Scopes * Ammo
Holsters * Knives
Large Selection Of 22 Ammo
Clothing & More

S ustOffiRtA50]
Parkersburg

JAnd[Clarksburg

103 Maple St.
ELLENBORO, WV

304-869-3200
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Larry Kearsey, from Harrisville,

landed a 7 pound rainbow trout.

JACKSON COUNTY’S
OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY « SELL
TRADE * PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers | »

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION
IN STOCK

OLD & NW SPORTS

Bows Large Selection
Large Selection Of Arrows LIVE BAIT

Crossbows & Accessorles

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Rods * Reels & Tackle For:
Bass ® Musky ® Crappie
Trout ¢ Catfish & More

813 Washington St.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

Shawn Ramme gota 21 pound gob-
bler with a 10 1/2” beard.

ery Cook went to Tyler Co. for
this 10 point buck.

Charleston / Cross Lanes WV
1-64 Exit 47 Next to Casino

800-798-7886

Two Heated Indoor and Outdoor Pools
Hot Tub & Sauna - Fitness Center
Lazy Dog Saloon

100% Non Smoking
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304-472-5329

RICKS

TAXIDERMY

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime
29 Years Experience

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road
Buckhannon, WV

Accepting Major Credit Cérds
Full Time/Award Winning Master

Taxidermist Rick Dunlap

Mlke Venettoz21 from Mt. Clare,
brought in a 10 point buck.

VISIT www.BaitBaggies.com
304-632-0133

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman Magazine
LOW RATES! Details Are On Page 3

25 Years In Business

Wes Durst caught blg blue cat on JoeFleminglanded a7 pound large-
the Ohio River in Mason County. mouth bass on East Lynn Lake.

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV

WTRT KNOX |

; GUNS 304-275-4619
In Stock Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Or Ordered 5am-8pm Fr
Safe 7am-8pm Sat
Showroom 7am-5pm Sun

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
* Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages ¢ Gasoline
* Food ¢ Live Bait * Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle « Musky Lures

CROSSBOWS
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BULLS—EYE OUTDOORS

HENRY TRIBUTE GUNS

Safes - American Security & Gardall
Fishing Tackle - Bass Fishing Equipment
Hats « T-Shirts
Holters & Gun Cases
Lots Of Ammunition

Crosshows ¢ Parker & Ten Point

Concealed Carry Classes

Cody Miller - NRA Certified Instructor
Call Or Email For Schedule

Tyt "= von-F
B s B
| o — o - 1-5
i:“ﬁ = We Aim ’
L] -_-.-,,__'--m L' | To Please < al, .
A.Uberti - History Repeats Itself HOLSTERS & GUN CASES

Exact Replica Firearms From The Past

1255 1/2 Gihon Road Parkersburg, WV  304-422-2666  BullseyeOutdoors@yahoo.com
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50 Yard Shot
INDOOR RANGE
OPEN NOW

304-622-8440

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT « MATHEWS ¢ DIAMOND s BOWTECH ¢ MISSION « STROTHERS
Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

Crossbows - Many Brands Available
Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Across RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV

NEW BOW TUNING
PRO SHOP

Open 10AM to 9PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat. & Sun.

Harold Cogar, Owner

Choosing A Topwater Lure

I’m often asked how I choose the
right topwater lure for a given situ-
ation, and that’s a tough question.
There are so many variables to
consider — the weather, water col-
or, type of cover. The list is long.

But it doesn’t mean we can’t nar-
row the possibilities a bit.

Here are a few guidelines that
have worked for me over the years,
and hopefully they’ll help simplify
things for you next time you’re out
on the water.

To start, it’s important to break
down the various types of topwater
lures. Among them are poppers,
walking baits, prop baits and buzz-
baits. And while each of these are
designed to draw fish to the sur-
face, the way they achieve that is
quite different. Here’s why.
LEARNING TO WALK

Let’s take walking baits, for in-

stance. Unless you’re throwing a
really large profile model, or one
with a loud internal noise maker,
the actions for walking baits are
fairly subtle. They simply move

¢ - -
Jerry Phillips went to Deep Creek
Lake for a 30” walleye.

By Bernie Shultz
from side to side in a smooth, glid-
ing motion.

Of course, that’s not always the
case. They can also be worked ag-

continue to the next page

Alex Nulter, from Cowen, caught a
22” largemouth bass.

CHARLESTON
<= MARINE

HARRIS

1601 Bowne Av
Charleston, WV 25303
(304) 744-3324

www.charlestonmarine.com

BOATS
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gressively to create more commo-
tion. But for the most part, walking
baits are the stealthier members of
the topwater family.

They are excellent in deep, clear
reservoirs and on natural lakes ...
especially those with grass, docks
or flooded cypress trees. They have
the ability to catch larger than aver-
age fish. That goes for largemouth,
spots and smallmouth. They also
have the ability to raise suspended
fish. So, for those reasons, I try
them whenever conditions seem
right.

When I feel a walking bait might
work, I'll start with a steady, me-
dium-speed retrieve — sashaying
the lure next to or over various vi-
sual targets, like stumps, holes in
the grass, etc. If I don’t see a fairly
quick response from the fish, I'll
slow the retrieve and shorten the
distance of each pull. When the lure
reaches the target, I’ll either make
contact, pause it or both. If that
fails, then I'm probably switching
to another lure.

POPPING FRESH

Because the profile of a walking
bait may be too large for certain sit-
uations, I’ll sometimes drop down
to a standard-sized popper. And
depending on the mood of the fish,
I’'ll work the popper accordingly.

continue to the next page

Preston Lee hooked and released a
nice musky.

Cooked Food & Snacks Y 4 Catfish
Closing it 0t dKe Tournaments
LIVE BAIT 550ty Single 1t & 3rd
gI‘AdCI\l/I(I('jE Week Of Month
ose onday
Tues to Thur 10am to 11pm %45 Ewg;sgd,\% c?r?ti & 4t

304-444-0072

Fri 10am to Sun 11pm
Located At The End Of ELEANOR, WV

mouth was reeled in by this fellow.

This young fellow caught a North
Bend Lake crappie.

the swaer's maredl 190 preduct wainisg ke

peeduct ] Libels Redane ope
|58 Al rights reserved. = Tamaka'Wolvevine. com

epicted on o Clised Courgd. Abwiys prebect the grirgar

Route 33 East - Buckhannon,WV
304-472-4824

S YAMAHA

FRevs Your Heart
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Jon Boats

Canoes

| CATFISH TOURNAMENT

JULY 16 7PM TO MIDNIGHT - $15

Mountwood Park consists of over
2,600 acres. A 50 acre lake offers

fishing & water activities. There is a 50

mile hiking, biking & horseback trail.

www.mountwoodpark.org

Located 12 Miles East of
Parkersburg, WV On Route 50

MOUNTWOOD LAKE CONCESSIONS & MARINA

HOT & COLD FOOD ¢ COLD DRINKS ¢ NACHOS ¢ SNACKS ¢ ICE « MORE
Fishing Rod Rental * $9 Per Hour Rental On All Watercraft e Putt Putt Golf

Closing In Mid-October

Open Wednesday - Sunday
11am to 8pm
Open All Holidays

304-989-6075

Paddle Boats

For instance, when bass are
chasing shad or some other type
of forage fish on the surface, I'll
usually start with a brisk retrieve
— sliding and popping the lure
steadily through what I believe are
the highest percentage areas. This
presentation works extremely well
when bass are on the feed, but it
can also provoke fish that aren’t in
the mood.

On other occasions, I may work
a popper more slowly ... much
like a walking bait. In fact, by ty-
ing a loop knot, you can get some
poppers to also walk from side to
side. Their gait is obviously less,
but they can still sashay enough to
make fish mad, and that can gener-
ate strikes.

When less action is best, I’ll pause
a popper next to the target and let it
bob. You’d be surprised how many
strikes this can produce.

Poppers are good around grass,

continue to the next page

Raylee Cunningham got her first
buck in Calhoun County.

Wayne Lilly got a 20 pound gob-
bler in Greenbrier County.

JACKSON I|
COUNTY
PAWN

MON TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-NOON Buy Sell - Trade - Loan

NEW & USED GUNS

506 WALNUT ST.
O RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING

* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everything you need for
a day on the water!
372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV

wood and rock, especially under
calm, overcast conditions.
A PREFERENCE FOR PROPS

My favorite topwater lure type
is the prop bait. Maybe it’s because
I’'m from the South, but I have a
tremendous amount of confidence
in them.

Of all the topwaters, I feel the
prop bait requires the most pa-
tience. Too often, the tendency is
to overwork the lure — continually
pulling it so the props are sputter-
ing and chirping, making excessive
commotion.

The truth is most of the strikes I
get on prop baits come as the lure
is sitting still, or just as it begins to
move after a lengthy pause.

Sure, there are times when bass
will connect on a quicker cadence,
but not usually. That’s why I use
the propellers to get the fish’s at-
tention, and then let the lure’s pro-
file do the rest. This slow, almost
glacial-speed retrieve works par-

Now Handling

Reloading @

Supplies
Leupold - Zeiss Scopes

Get Ready For Hunting Season With Our Large Selection Of

Pawn ¢
‘o s

Glock
Kimber

Gold - Platinum - Silver - Jewelry - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Safes - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans

515 Division St.
Parkersburg, WV

304-428-7298

Lay-Aways Available

Two Locations To Serve Your Needs

3410 Emerson Av.
Parkersburg, WV

304-428-7296

ticularly well when there’s a slight
ripple on the surface. At that point,
continue to the page 18

J ason Turner caught a 7 1/2 pound
largemouth at Stonewall Jackson.

Jordan Burdette from Fayettevﬂle
used a bow for a 9 point buck.

BOONER’S BOW SEQP

3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE -Archery Shoots
‘Leagues
INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE -Group
Located On Larkmead Rd Discounts

Parkersburg, WV 304-863-6962

=, Parker MSSION BEAR
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the lure takes on its own action.

I like prop baits anytime there
is grass, either emergent or sub-
merged. They also work well
around flooded brush, cypress and
laydowns. The trick is getting the
lure tight to the cover without foul-
ing, then working it with patience.

It’s important to carry both single
and tandem-prop models. Some-
times one will outperform the other.
And if you’re throwing a tandem,
I highly recommend those with
counter-rotating props. To me, they
are by far the best producers.

Lastly, be sure the hardware is
loose so that the props can turn
freely to create a subtle chattering
sound. That drives bass crazy.
SURFACE LURE SUMMARY

Although I've tried to provide
some separation from one group
to the next, the truth is, these vari-
ous types of topwaters can and will
overlap each other. When a walking
bait might work, so could a popper,
and so on. So keep an open mind
and let the situation and the fish
help you make the best choice.

Ron Davis hooked a largemouth at
Stonewall Jackson Lake..

www.wvasportsman.net

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon

—“

——

GROVEINVIARINE

7 MILES EAST OF WHEELING TUNNELS

TRACKER

e boats

304-547-5044

MIDDLE CREEK ROAD
Triadelphia, WV

Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman - Details On Page 3

Davis Jackson got a long tined
buck.

Tommy FEudy went to aleigh
County for a 320 pound bear.

4876 Route 152

‘% www.rodgersmithmarine.com
.---I-____ -
Rodger Smith

M A R I N E

Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487

Skeeter
Yamaha  South Bay
Honda  Alumacraft

Blaa o,
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Bass Pro Shop
OPEN:
7am to 7pm Mon/Fri

Oliver - Muck - Rocky

HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

Located In The United Oilfield Building
Rapala ¢ Yo-Zuri » Matzuo * Normnan ¢ Strike King * Berkely ¢ Storm
Castiac * KW * Rage * Yamamoto * Yum ¢ Rebel * Bandit ¢ 6th Sense
Bomber ¢ AC Shiner ¢ Jackall * Havoc ¢ Net Bait * Z Man * Gamakatsu
VMC - Cabin Creek * Rick Clunn * Bass Pro ° Live Target * AAT
Lunkerhunt  Doomsday Turtle ¢ Lucky Strike * Reaction & MORE!

Hunting & Fishing Supplies
Gun Accessories * Camping

RODS: DUCKETT *- LEW’S
CASHION - CARROT STIX
FENWICK - ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO - Combination
Packages - Lots of Reels

Iy "g'||| .|E.|If!_|f

el — ]

¥

1
1

Minnows * Worms ® Mealworms

13520 Emerson Ave.
Ohio River Outdoors LLC Williamstown, WV 26187 On RT. 2 30 4_91 6_1 800
On Facebook 3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit

JONES - HUGHES RIVER
COBB’S - KOPPERS - LASSO
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PONTOON BOAT HEADQUARTERS

The
Great Outdoors %

o rtince| | BENNINGTON

# 1 in Sales
* Ranked one of the TOP 100

Dealers in the USA #1in Quallty
* # 1 Rated Dealer in WV # 1 in Customer

CWestvigin Satisfaction
ovER (755 ) PONTOONS IN STOCK

;ra'-_:! *

>0 Z0OKX

BENNIGTON - Luxury Performance Pontoons
Models Starting @ $195/Month

1-64 EXxit 8, then 4.5 miles south
HUNTINGTON, WV 3045254556

www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com

CHANGING LIVES FOR THE BETTER - ONE BOAT AT A TIME

> T e~

Louden Goodpaster, from Green
Bottom, hooked a 5 pound bass.

TJ Smith caught a4 1/4 pund small-

mouth bass. Photo courtesy of PC Bait
& Tackle in Hinton..

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course
and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
*A/lC * Easy Access
TV - DVD * Great View Of Lake
e Barbecue Grill * Fully Equipped Kitchen
* Large Porch Area Including Dishwasher

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876
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Rlck VanDyne used a bow for a
nice buck.

Curtis Reed landed a nice Burns-
ville Lake largemouth bass.

YT gt o

e ST, 4
Don Salisbury brought in a coyote.
Photo courtesy of Crossroads General
Store near Newark.

Broken Wheel Campground

T YT Fishing & Hunting 219 Country Store

SuppHes
Weston, WV Gifts - Game Room - Playground

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance | \%} Nightly & Monthly Rates
11/2 Miles On The Right i *‘QQ'/" Boat & Camper Storage
304-269-6097 "y LIVE BAIT
FREE Online
www.wvasportsman.het
P Back Issues From 2006

Remington - Winchester - Weatherby - Browning * Rossi

PARK CENTER|
SPORTING GOODS ;.
514 Park Center £
RAINELLE, WV

304-438-5660

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

BUY  TRADE - PAWN

Guns - Pistols - Bows  Knives
Safes - Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Camo Clothing - Scents
Gortex Clothing - Dog Supplies
Trapping - Custom Arrows - More
Crossbows: Parker - Mission - Excaliber

BOOTS BY: LaCrosse - Rocky - Georgia
Browning - Matterhorn - Irsih Setter - Danner

Fishing Boats
75 ,?W Liberty &
\{Z&O CE@ Heritage Safes /MI_ [/7- /

Auaqgin - yv3 - ullep - yosizelg - abnoy . biagssoyy - AlusH - 43N - 1Iydsuelq

athews °G5
Bear ¢ PSE ¢ Mission
: Parker
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Kimber - T-C Encore - Traditions - CVA - Thompson Center
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TRACKER Great Outdoors

boats

Fish the Finedt!

WV’s #1 Pontoon Dealer
Tracker Jon Boats H ) - . .
10’ - $519 untington, West Virginia

12’ - $599
14’ - §709 1-64 Exit 8, then 4 miles south

15’ - $1,149
1, (304) 525-4556
HUGE Selectiom
Of 2016 Boats www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com
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Drmks & Snacks

FISHING BOAT
RENTALS
www.burnsvilledocks.com

o

Gasoline - Marine Supplies

Bugnsuvilladllock's

304-853-2822

~LIVE BAIT~

Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

LARGE

Tackle
Selection

Eakins Jigs
Ardent Reels
Hawg Caller
Rods & Reels
Yamamoto & More

Catfishing In The State Parks Program

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— The West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources (DNR) will be
stocking more than 1,000 catch-
able-sized channel catfish at seven
state park lakes in June. This popu-
lar Catfish in the Parks program
provides additional fishing oppor-
tunities at Cacapon, Cedar Creek,
Chief Logan, Little Beaver, Pipe-
stem, Tomlinson Run and Watoga
state parks.

The stocking will take place be-
fore West Virginia’s Free Fishing
Days, June 11-12, to enhance fish-
ing opportunities for individuals

and families at state parks.

“Fishing with your family and
friends is a great way to enjoy the
outdoors,” said Bret Preston, assis-
tant chief of the Wildlife Resources
Section. “Catfish in the Parks can
provide the opportunity to intro-
duce someone t