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RT. 44 SOUTH, LOGAN, WV
(1.5 miles from intersection)

304 752-4145

— www.loganmotorcyclesales.net

HONDA
CRF150RD
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ATVS * SIDE-BY-SIDES » MOTORCYCLES » DIRT BIKES U 1

oA Turn Your Tax Refund Into Riding Fun!
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2013
YAMAHA
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‘14 CAN-AM DS450

‘13 CAN-AM 1000 MAVERIC| $11, s
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VIEW A FULL LISTING OF INVENTORY AT YC.G - )

www.LoganMotorcycleSales.net 2013

YAMAHA ! YAMAHA
Y 71& (1] | ALL APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED! FOR QUICK CREDIT APPROVAL, CALL: V-STAR 950

R (304) 752'41 45 §§fgg ggn‘l:s%.?ANT TOURER

$9,199 s 9 s
FUN 2,250 *Must qualify for 0% A.PR. ATVs over 90cc for riders 16 years and older. Always wear a helmet and safety protection, and take a rider’s OU AX R 83
L'g%s TAXMATCH UPTO.... $2$250 fraining course. Photos for illustration purposes only and options may vary. Due to time between printing and distribution, some units may Ugccs TAXMATCH UPTO. $3$ggg ’

have been sold. Also, many additional units are arriving daily. Prices after all incentives, plus tax and fees. Sale ends 2/28/15.
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Advertise in the ALSO ON THE

W.Va. Sportsman mrerner

Promote Your Business Statewide H
Advertise Special Sales and Events |2 4B$EIR§§S
Reach Thousands of Potential Customers

LOW ADVERTISING RATES

1/15 Page.......$28 = 6 WEEKRATES  1/4 pPage.......... $82
1/10 Page.......$39 1/3 Page........ $100
1/6 Page......... $65 1/2 Page........ $135
1/5 Page......... $72 2/3 Page........ $150

Magazine

Volume 1 Issue 243

Publisher and Editor
Mark A. Goudy

Contributing Editors
West Virginia Division Of
Natural Resources

No Subscriptions Offered

COLOR FULL PAGE INSIDE....$195
EXTRA BACK PAGE................ $240
For Advertising Information In
RATES START AT: The Number One outdoor
Publication In West Virginia
$28 for 6 weeks CONTACT:
For This Size Ad W. Va. Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Less Than A 62 Cents Vienna, WV 26105
A Day! 304-482-7217
wvasport@gmail.com

100% OWNED & OPERATED IN WV

Attention Bass Fishermen!
Get Your Name On Our
Mail-List For Bass Tournaments
In 2015
Fill Out The Form Below ;...___ ‘ it I
To Be Placed On The Mail List s == e
F——————— - - Clip & Mail To:
| | Bass Sportsman
| Name | P.O.Box 5521
: Address : Vienna, WV
. 26105
I City. ST :
I Zip email | email
L - — — - wvasport@gmail.com
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Cover Photo

Sam Canada brought in a big
archery buck from southern WV.

Next year should give up nu-
merous large racked deer. The
abundance of mast will create a
healthy deer herd.

Last months cover buck, Chad
Cyphers, is a new typical bow
record for WV. This McDowell
County brute scored 188 7/8. It
also broke the typical gun buck
taken by Junior Bailes - 185 4/8.

Photo courtesy of Uncle Tom's Loans in
Oceanna.




JARRETT'S

* Large Selection Of Musky

and Catfish Baits
e Cold Beer ¢ Ice * Snacks

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo

WY Total Deer Harvest For 2014

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. -
Preliminary counts of game check-
ing tags indicate West Virginia
hunters harvested 104,223 white-
tailed deer during the recently
completed bucks-only, antlerless,
muzzleloader, archery and youth/
Class Q/Class XS deer seasons,
according to Division of Natural
Resources Director Bob Fala. This
year’s total harvest was 31 percent
less than the 2013 deer harvest of
150,877 and 23 percent below the
five-year average of 136,168.

The 2014 harvest is very similar

- 1l . .:-‘l' 1 F P, i ::I:'.‘- |
Chuck Spears, from Cairo, took a
nice Ritchie County 8 point buck.

R&S SPORTS & PAWN INC.

BUY « SELL - TRADE - PAWN
GUNS - FISHING GEAR
TOOLS - JEWELRY

Mon to Fri 10AM - 5SPM
Sat 10AM 0 20M | 304-275-1112]

Ly 100 Midway St.
-3 ELIZABETH WV

i Musky Baits - Tackle
ARSI HUNTING SEASON IS HERE!

BOWTECH
DIAMOND

Bait and .y x
Carry Out 5

LIVE BAIT

Corner of Rt. 5 & 53
% Elizabeth, WV
304-275-3574

PARKER

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS-CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

to the 2010 harvest of 106,499, the
last time acorns were exceptionally

abundant. Successful buck hunters CHELYAN, WV
this year had an excellent chance 304-595-2699
BARNETT Mon Tue Thu Fri 11 - 8
to harvest an older-age buck as the PARKER on tue Thu rr 1=
.. . Wed 11 -5
preliminary analysis of deer age CROSSBOWS  Sat. 9AM to 2PM

data indicates that 25 percent of the

www.bow-listicarchery.com

antlered bucks brought to the game BOOKING WILD
checking stations during the first BOAR HUNTS j
three d f traditional buck fire-

roe ¢ays o faditiona’ buck e Game Checking Station { :

arm season were 3.5 years of age
or older. A breakdown of the com-
bined 2014 deer seasons reveals
hunters harvested 37,766 bucks
during the traditional buck firearm
season, 39,514 antlerless deer dur-
ing all antlerless firearm hunting
opportunities, 21,653 deer during
archery season, and 5,290 deer
during muzzleloader season.
Antlerless Deer Season

The 2014 antlerless deer season
harvest, which includes the youth/
Class Q/Class XS deer season, was
30 percent less than in 2013 and 14

continue to the next page

- et llal ‘ % '; .
Anne & Troy Bartlett used a bow
for this 8 point buck.

NEW Hoyt ¢ Elite Bows

G-5 Prime Bows

D

'a e ﬁl
-4 4, } m QUEST BOWS - From G5
W = PARKER G5

EASTON - CARBON EXPRESS - GOLD TIP
Ten Point  Parker ¢ Excaliber Crossbows
Archery Supplies - Pro Shop

1.8 Miles From I-77 - Rt. 31/Airport Road On Facebook
WILLIAMSTOWN, WV 304-375-2434 crooked creek archery

30 TARGET 3-D ARCHERY RANGE
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ARCHERY

Mon-Fri 5pm to 8pm Sat 12-6pm




percent below the five-year aver-
age of 46,204.

“It is important to note that the
antlerless harvest is the key compo-
nent to any deer management strat-
egy, as it controls the future deer
population,” said Director Fala.

In 2014, all or portions of 50 of
the 55 counties were open to ant-
lerless firearms season for hunters
to harvest one to three antlerless
deer, depending on the county.
Next year’s antlerless deer hunt-
ing opportunity will depend on the
need to increase, decrease or sta-
bilize deer populations in each of
the 51 counties where firearms deer
hunting is permitted.

The top 10 counties are: Preston
(1,859), Mason (1,446), Lewis
(1,421), Upshur (1,365), Jackson
(1,296), Ritchie (1,291), Randolph
(1,285), Braxton (1,254), Harrison
(1,253) and Monroe (1,214).
Muzzleloader Deer Season

The 2014 muzzleloader harvest
of 5,290 was 32 percent less than
the 2013 harvest of 7,739, and 28
percent below the five-year aver-
age of 7,341. However, this year’s
harvest was within 95 deer of the
2012 recorded harvest of 5,385.

i 1
A late season New River musky

was landed. Photo courtesy of PC Bait
& Tackle in Hinton.

The top 10 counties are: Randolph
(295), Preston (265), Nicholas
(251), Braxton (195), Lewis (193),
Harrison (182), Fayette (164), Bar-
bour (156), Mason (149) and Jack-
son (143).

Archery Deer Season

LAND FOR SALE

90 ACRES

7 Room House

The bowhunter take of 21,653 Taylor County
deer was 28 percent less than the
304-265-0026

2013 harvest of 29,979, 19 percent
below the five-year average harvest
of 26,721 and is very similar to the
2010 harvest of 21,962. Archery
harvests are correlated to hard mast
crops, and the above average acorn
crop in 2014, like that of 2010, was
a significant factor for the lower
harvest in 2014.

The top 10 counties are: Preston
(968), Randolph (759), Kanawha
(757), Mason (710), Wyoming
(683), Nicholas (673) Fayette
(647), Raleigh (635), Wood (602)
and Logan (601).

Cameron Riffle got a nice buck

10am to 6pm Tues - Fri
B Outbachiackls,
[ % ]
OVER 200 HANDGUNS IN STOCK!
AK’S - AR’'S & SKS’S
22 Mag/17 HMR From Henry * Savage
Marlin * Ruger Get A FREE Box Of Ammo

New & Used Pistols, Rifles & Shotguns Available
We Sell Guns To West Virginians

Boots, Hunting Clothes, Backpacks,
Fishing Rods & Reels - Turkey Calls
Flashlights, Bows and Crossbows
Ammo - Trail Cams.....Much More!

SUPER SALE ITEMS
| * Bersa 380’s $300
] + SCCY 9mm $235 * Glock 21 45ACP $450

* Keltec KSG 12 GA Bulpup $850
* AKA4T’s As Low As $550
* Rock Island 1911’s Starting @ $325
Free Layaway

* S&W M&P15 AR-15s 223 5.56 $625
* S&W SDV 9 or 40 $325
* Heritage 22 Revolver Starting @ $160

740-667-FISH

SALE PRICES MAY CHANGE
1-866-705-HUNT DUE TO LENGTH OF AD RUN
24720 Main St. All Remington & Mossberg
COOLVILLE, OHIO SIEIID 2V 01
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Ice Fishing
Techniques

When learning to ice fish, it’s im-
portant to remember that fish do not
exert as much energy or move as
fast as they do in the warm months.
Ice fishing techniques should all be
conducted slowly as the fish will
not move much to bite. In addition
to little movement, fish do not bite
as aggressively as in the summer,
so a big part of technique is reading
the bite.

Jigging

If you are using an ice fishing rod
and hook-and-line while ice fish-
ing, then a good technique to try is

Ryan Litton bagged a Wirt County

buck. Photo courtesy of Crossroads
General Store near Newark.

HUNTING LAND
47 Acres

Taylor County

$40,000

304-457-1869

a‘ IRVINE'S CAMPER SALES oo
[
740-989-2291 800-987-4275 Exclusive

Jayco Dealer

www.irvinescamper.com

Jayco
Located close to Parkersburg, WV On US Rt. 50
2 Miles From The Corridor D Bridge

17 State Rt. 555  Little Hocking, Ohio

jigging. You can use lures or live
bait while jigging. Drop your line
and let your jig hook sink to the
bottom. Then slowly (very slow-
ly) raise your bait up about a foot
off the bottom. You can jig up and
down, side to side or up and down
and sideways. If you are moving
your bait too much or too fast, the
fish may think it is not worth the
effort to go after it. Jigging works
best for smaller fish like panfish.
Tightlining

Another technique to try is called
tightlining. Tightlining is a tech-
nique where you do not move the
line and lure once you drop it in the
water, instead you watch the line for
movement. When the line becomes
“tight” you know you have some-
thing on it. When tightlining, re-
member to use a lure heavy enough
to allow your line to drop straight
down to your desired depth, but not
heavy enough that the line will not
move when a strike occurs. Many
anglers use trial and error to find
the correct lure.
Some folks also add a spring bob-
ber to their line to help with strike

indication. A spring bobber is a
piece of metal or wire that extends
off the rod tip. Any movement in
the line will cause the spring bob-
ber to move alerting the angler of
a bite.
Tip Ups

A tip-up is a technique as well
as a piece of ice fishing equipment,
more information can be found in
the ice fishing gear section. A tip-
up is a device set on the ice above
your hole that dangles bait beneath
it with a flag as a strike indicator.
When a fish takes the bait, the reel
turns and releases the line and flag
at the same time. The flag “tips up”
alerting the angler something is
on the line. Tip-ups work best with
heavier braided line and a larger
lure, and typically attract larger
game fish.

Once your tip-up is set up on the
surface above your hole, drop your
line in the water until it hits the bot-
tom (usually stirring up the water),
then raise it slightly above the floor.
The line can either remain still or
the wind can provide a natural jig-
ging movement.

NINGH
Uﬂwﬁ——‘\"'l\

Compare
My Prices g 11am to 6pm
Knife & Gun Shop Mon - Sat
Many New & Used Guns & Pistols o ..,
Deer Rifles In Stock - Large Selection 304-483-2087

Concealed Carry Pistols

" 613 Sheridan St. GLENVILLE, WV

Feb/March 2015~ Page 6



New Evinrude ETEC G2

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 14,
2014 — BRP today revealed a new
outboard engine that produces
up to 75% fewer total regulated
emissions, with 15% better fuel
efficiency and 20% more torque
than leading four-stroke engines*:
G2 engines, the next generation
of Evinrude E-TEC outboard en-
gines.

Mike Scites, from Creston, bagged
a Wirt County black bear.

“BRP’s Evinrude brand is an in-
tegral part of one of the most in-
novative powersports companies in
the world,” said Alain Villemure,
vice-president and general man-
ager of BRP’s Marine Propulsion
Systems division. “Our reputation
for inventing and reinventing the
playgrounds we’re in dictates that
a new era in outboard engine tech-
nology and design would originate
from BRP.”

The Evinrude E-TEC G2 out-
board engine delivers unrivaled
performance with best-in-class
torque and fuel efficiency and low-
est total emissions. Available this
fall at BRP dealers in ranges start-
ing at 200 H.O. to 300R.A.V.E., the
new E-TEC G2 engine offers the
first and only customizable look,
the only clean rigging and fully in-

Miniature Schnauzers

Schnauzer Paradise

Registered
Miniature Schnauzers

Grantsville, WV
| 304-354-7100

www.schnauzerparadise.com

tegrated digital controls. These in-
novations now allow consumers to
choose the absolute perfect combi-
nation of boat and engine by select-
ing top and front panels, as well as
accent colors that match your boat.

BRP’s next generation of Evin-
rude E-TEC engines will be backed
by unmatched value with the in-
dustry’s best engine warranty, least
maintenance and best-in-class fuel
efficiency. BRP is the only engine

continue to the next page

REBATES UP TO

o
i

g "

27425 ST.RT. 7
Marietta, Ohio

Rebates up to $1,000% + Financing as low as 2.99%**

MARIETTA POLARIS

mariettapolaris.com

A T g —

2.99°

e s ;‘fr—;- .

We Have
ATV/UTV Trailers

740-374-5766

Offers good on new and unregistered units purchased between 1/1/15 - 2/28/15. *On select models. See your dealer for details. **Rates as low as 2.99% for 36 months. Approval, and any
rates and terms provided, are based on credit worthiness. Fixed APR of 2.99%, 5.99%, or 7.99% will be assigned based on credit approval criteria. Other financing offers are available. See
your local dealer for details. Minimum Amount Financed $1,500; Maximum Amount Financed $50,000. Other qualifications and restrictions may apply. Financing promotions void where
prohibited. Offer effective on all new and unused 2008 - 2015 Polaris ATV, RANGER, and RZR models purchased from a participating Polaris dealer between 1/1/2015 and 2/28/2015.
Offer subject to change without notice.

Warning: The Polaris RANGER® and RZR® are not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. Passengers must be at least 12 years old and tall enough to grasp
the hand holds and plant feet firmly on the floor. All SxS drivers should take a safety training course. Contact ROHVA atwww.rohva.org or (949) 255-2560 for additional information. Drivers and passengers should always
wear helmets, eye protection, protective clothing, and seat belts. Always use cab nets or doors (as equipped). Be particularly careful on difficult terrain. Never drive on public roads or paved surfaces. Never engage in stunt
driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. Check local laws before riding on trails. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Polaris adult models are for riders 16 and older. For
your safety, always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing, and be sure to take a safety training course. For safety and training information in the U.S., call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887. You may also contact
your Polaris dealer or call Polaris at (800) 342-3764. ©2014 Polaris Industries Inc
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offering 5-5-5: 5-year engine war-
ranty**, 5-year corrosion warran-
ty, and 500 hours with no dealer-
scheduled maintenance, allowing
for the most time on the water.
The company launched its first-
generation Evinrude E-TEC tech-
nology in 2003 and added to the
line a broad spectrum of horsepow-
er options for any boating need.
The innovative technology has de-
livered on more power and torque
while achieving and surpassing
the EPA’s clean air standards for
more than 10 years. BRP’s tech-
nological breakthroughs with the
Evinrude E-TEC technology have
also allowed for fewer dealer visits
and less engine maintenance over
time, giving boaters more time on
the water. G2 engines join other
Evinrude E-TEC product innova-
tions like the new Pontoon Series
engines, the only ones specifically
built for pontoons, providing vibra-

tion-reducing motor mounts and all
the same Evinrude best-in- class
performance.

BRP dealers and boat builders
from around the world and mem-
bers of the media were given the
opportunity to find out more about
this new revolution in the outboard
industry as well as test-ride the new
line-up during a dealer conference
held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin (US)
this past weekend. BRP organizers
received a Silver status certifica-
tion for a sustainable event.

BRP’s Evinrude engine line-up
from 3.5 to 300 horsepower offers
customers superior value across a

Get On The Mail List
For Upcoming 2015
Bass Tournaments

Details On Page 3

full range of applications. Engines
are available at authorized Evin-
rude dealerships worldwide.

ETEC G2 Evinrude Outboard

Look For Entry Forms
In Upcoming Months
In The W. Va. Sportsman
magazine.

Good Luck In 2015!

2015 WV Lakes Bass Tournaments
From Bass Sportsman

April 19 - Burnsville Lake
7am to 4pm
Entry Fee $80 Plus $10 Big Bass

5th Annual Kings Of The Lakes
7am to 4pm Both Days
Aug. 15 - Burnsville Lake Aug. 16 Sutton Lake
Entry Fee $100 Plus $20 Big Bass

24th Annual Full Moon Team Challenge
Summersville Lake - Battle Run Ramp
Night Event 7:30pm to 7am
June 6 July 11 August 29
* Lie Detector Tests This Season
Entry Fee $125 Plus $20 Big Bass

Bass Sportsman 304-482-7217 wvasport@gmail.com
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OLD & EW SPORTS

JACKSON COUNTY’S
OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY ¢ SELL
TRADE * PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers |-

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION
IN STOCK

fﬁ Bows Large Selection
Savage Axis/Edge Many Calibers Arrows LIVE BAIT

+ On Sale Now GAME CHECKING
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Rods ¢ Reels & Tackle For:
Bass ® Musky ® Crappie
Trout  Catfish & More

813 Washington St.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

Colt Corder had a good day trap-

ping and brought in a big bobcat.
Photo courtesy of Old & New Sports in
Ravenswood.

Looking For Hunting Equipment?
Dodd’s Sporting Goods Features
Quality New And Used Guns.
Charter Arms 38 SPL

Weatherby * Browning ¢ Kimber * Cooper
Ruger * Remington ¢ Winchester
Thompson Center * Glock ¢ Springfield SALE

e \

S&W ¢ Walther ¢ Taurus & More MSR $429%
95
$399 Archery Supplies
Reloading Supplies * Scopes * Holsters @hamm Diamond ° Horton.
Large Selection of Ammo * Knives %/&m u‘é Custom Arrows & Tuning
_ _ _ = Easton Arrows

))"

Champion Safes

. il i Fishing Tackle
Rl R TR doddsports.com Rods * Reels & More

Buy e Sell » Trade ® Pawn

DODD'S SPORTING GOODS

a[g} mﬂ Eﬂ: 50) 103 North Maple St.

ELLENBORO, WV Il&mhﬂmzw
ﬂml@mﬁhm@ 304-869-3200 A Dom
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Looking For Hard To Find Guns & Ammo?

Come To WHEELERS!

* Areas Largest Stock Of Ammo
* Over 1,000 New Rifles, Pistols & Shotguns In Stock

ATTN: Reloaders

Over 600 HI-RQUNT. s
Pounds
MM
40-SW
A5 ACP
B danssouonee
S &) onsoonrowon EVERYDAY
— ALLIANT POWDER LOW PRICE

$159°
. & ﬂIMﬂ.u--c-'.I..—\...rm
AXIS Package

MUDDY GIRL CAMO

) w/3x9 Scope
Smith& Wesson Box Magazine 223

$ 00 . i
.380 ACP 2.75” Brl 399 « Synthetic Stocks 243

¢ 22" Barrel
.7mmO09
Reg. $379% =
$2 8900

M & P Bodyguard 380 —\

All Calibers In Stock

[iuc,{: _ GLOCK 42 _

PERFECTION
Reg. $480%

380 -6 - SHOT

7
LER’S
I SPORTING
GOODS

: : _ 196 US 33 East ELKINS WV
OPEN 6:30 AM Closed Wed & Sun (304) 636-3430
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Larry McCumbers had gun sccess

with his 10 point. Photo courtesy of
Crossroads General Store near Newark.

Mail Or Email Your
Big Fish Pics
Form On Page 38

OH, WV, FL
Carry in nearly 40 States

Learn the basic knowledge, skills,
and attitude for owning and operat-
ing a pistol safely and accurately.
This is the course needed in order to

apply for a Concealed Carry Permit.

Call or stop in for more information.

CAIN’S

The Flrearms Experts
www.cainsoutdoors.net
(304) 375-7842

Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5 Closed Sun
www.facebook.com/cainsoutdoor

| St. Rt. 14, Williamstown WV |

Broken Wheel Campground
. and Country Store
1-79 Exit 96

Weston, WV

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
11/2 Miles On The Right

304-269-6097

Fishing & Hunting
Supplies

_. Gifts - Game Room - Playground

) Nightly & Monthly Rates

Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

Brendon Buck had success this
season with a 10 point buck.

Colto oung, from Ripley, bagged
a 9 point in Mason County.

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

6 T Rbe P FITTS LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

HERITAGE ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.
S AFE CoO.—
L NEWARK, WV

GUNS 304-275-4619
In Stock Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Or Ordered 5am-8pm Fr
Safe 7am-8pm Sat
Showroom 7am-5pm Sun

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
* Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages * Gasoline
* Food & More
* Fishing Tackle « Musky Lures

Live Bait - Minnows * Shiners - Goldfish
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BULLS—EYE OUTDOORS

RIFLES - SHOTGUNS - HENRY TRIBUTE GUNS

Safes * American Security & Gardall
Fishing Tackle - Bass Fishing Equipment
Hats - T-Shirts
Crossbows - Parker & Ten-Point
Holters & Gun Cases
Lots Of Ammunition
Bass Fishing Tackle

Concealed Carry Classes

Cody Miller - NRA Certified Instructor
Call Or Email For Schedule

Open:
Mon - Fri
11-6
Sat
11-5

We Aim
To Please

A.Uberti - History Repeats Itself HOLSTERS & GUN CASES

Exact Replica Firearms From The Past

1255 1/2 Gihon Road Parkersburg, WV  304-422-2666  BullseyeOutdoors@yahoo.com
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50 Yard Shot
INDOOR RANGE
OPEN NOW

304-622-8440

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT « MATHEWS ¢ DIAMOND s BOWTECH ¢ MISSION « STROTHERS
Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

“Home of The World Champions”

NEW BOW TUNING
PRO SHOP

Open 10AM to 9PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat. & Sun.

Harold Cogar, Owner

Kayaking And Tournament Fishing

Kayak Tournament Fishing from a
Beginners Perspective

About this time last year, my fish-
ing season was winding down and
I was preparing for the long days
of winter and life without bass fish-
ing for several months. During this
time, I think I read more “How
To” articles about fishing than any-
one else on the planet. The articles
don’t really seem to help my fish-
ing abilities, but they do a great
job of convincing me of things I
“need” for the upcoming year to
catch more and bigger fish. While
browsing the internet for local fish-
ing clubs, I stumbled across a web-
site for the Mountain State Kayak
Anglers (MSKA). After reading the
forums and looking at pictures of

Jacob VanDyke brouht in a buck

this season. Photo courtesy of PC Bait
& Tackle in Hinton.

their events, I became more inter-
ested in the sport of kayak fishing.
I grew up fishing for Smallmouth
on the Greenbrier River, so I was
familiar with fishing from a canoe.
However, after scrolling through
the MSKA photo gallery and look-
ing at all of the rigs, it became clear
pretty quickly that these weren’t
your normal canoes or rafts. These
were non-motorized fishing ma-
chines equipped with depth find-
ers, rod holders, silent traction and
more. This was right up my alley
because I'm the type of person
that likes to buy something bare
and customize it to my liking, like
MacGyver equipped with PVC and
super glue. I own a small 14{t flat
bottom Jon Boat that isn’t much in
many people’s eyes, but to me it
is my pride and joy. I bought the
boat in 2012 and it was a plain ol
jon boat equipped with 2 wooden
paddles and a trolling motor that

By Chris Shafer

looked like it was made back in the
50’s.

Over the past couple of years,
I put a lot of time and effort into
customizing it around my fishing
needs. I added a 25hp motor, a car-
peted standing platform and swivel
boat seats. I mounted a nice 551b
thrust Minn Kota foot controlled
trolling motor and a Lowrance fish
finder. I also worked with my dad
to build a livewell that we made
from a 4wheeler toolbox that got
several compliments at the bass
boat tournaments. I know it’s not
a sixty thousand dollar candy red,
glitter flaked Ranger, but to me it
did the job and allowed me to do
everything I needed to do to fish

continue to the next page
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from a boat and compete in tourna-
ments. That isn’t a knock to any-
one that does own a nice bass boat,
because trust me, I wouldn’t mind
owning one myself. I bring this up
because affordability is a major
drawback to many fisherman who
just want to get off the bank and
out on the water, either for fun or
to compete in tournaments. Kayak
fishing provides another avenue
for people who might want to try
something different or may not be
able to afford an expensive bass
boat. One thing I want to make
clear is that many of the members
of MSKA aren’t in kayak fishing
because of affordability, these guys
just straight up love to fish from a
kayak. To some, tournament fish-
ing isn’t strictly about money. I’ll
get into it more later, but from the
people I’ve met in this group, it’s
about the competition and camara-
derie.

Now that I have my first year of
kayak tournament fishing under
my belt, I wanted to share my ex-
periences with others that might be
interested in getting involved in the
sport. After all, I’ve learned a lot in
my first year, mainly because the
“veterans” of the club have been
so helpful in sharing tips and ideas
with me. I put veterans in quota-
tions because even though they
have been around since the club
was established, the club and many
others around the nation are still
in their infancy. That’s the beauty
of this sport, even the veterans are
still learning and developing new
ideas on how to improve and ad-
vance the industry. When you join

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

Details On Page 3
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a club, at least in my experience,
you don’t feel so behind the 8-ball
that you can’t catch up. I quickly
learned that most of the things that
I was trying to figure out were also
things that others in the club were
still trying to perfect as well. The
sport of kayak fishing is literally
evolving in front of our eyes.

If I tried to sum up my experience
from my first year of kayak fishing
in one word, I’d be torn between
two, challenging and rewarding.
The challenging aspects that I men-
tion below might be pretty obvi-
ous, but it’s the rewarding aspects
that now have me addicted to this
sport.

We as anglers all have the in-
ner confidence that we’re the best
damn fisherman ever put on god’s
green earth, which may or may not
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be true, but before you jump into
kayak tournament fishing with the
mindset that you’re going to domi-
nate week in and week out, you
continue to the next page

Brandi Greene used a bow for this

buck. Photo courtesy of Uncle Tom’s
Loans in Oceanna.
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better make sure you’re a well-
rounded angler first. This sport is
challenging in a number of ways. I
won’t touch on them all, but I’ll go
over my top 3.
Challenges to Beginners

First, the tournament trail is a
50/50 split between rivers and
lakes. That means you better know
how to fish flat water for Large-
mouth and know the different areas
of the lakes, from points to deep
structure, to knowing how to fish
swift water and which rocks and
eddies are holding the big Small-
mouth in the rivers. Also, keep in

mind that you’re fishing from a
kayak, so your secret honey holes
better be within paddling distance
of the ramps. This isn’t bass boat
fishing where you can hammer
down your 250hp motor and ex-
plore each end of the lake before
lunch. You should have a good
game plan going into tournament
day on when and where you plan to
fish, because you have to make the
most of your time on the water.
Secondly, battling the conditions
while trying to fish from a kayak
can be very challenging. Most
of your sit-on-top fishing kayaks

are in the 60-90Ib range and have
a tendency to get blown around
while on the water. Depending on
your fishing style or where the fish
are staging on a given day, holding
position while on the water is criti-
cally important. Trying to do this
from a kayak while fishing in 10-
15mph winds can be challenging,
but it’s doable. Instead of battling
the wind and trying to hold posi-
tion all day, some kayak fisherman
try to find protection by seeking
out coves and covered banks, while
others choose to fish with the wind.
continue to the next page
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It’s definitely one of the most
challenging things 1 had to learn
how to adjust to in my first year.
Normally winds under 10-12mph
didn’t affect me much when fishing
from my jon boat. I had my foot
controlled trolling motor and could
pretty much navigate wherever I
wanted to and hold close to a spot in
windy conditions. In kayak fishing,
that isn’t the case. Your paddle is
your trolling motor and if you want
to stay on a spot or in a particular
area, you better be picking up your
paddle every other cast and reposi-
tioning yourself. This can certainly
lead to a long day on the water, but
as with any type of fishing, it’s the
person that can adjust to it the best
that will have the most success.

Third, managing your gear while
on the water is crucial and can be
challenging for newbies to kayak
fishing. I’'m speaking from expe-
rience. You’ll be amazed when
you see how many rods and tack-
le boxes some people can fit on
a 12ft kayak. For some, this ap-
proach works just fine and allows
them to fish many different tech-
niques throughout the day without
wasting any time changing lures

www.wvasportsman.net
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or presentations. Personally, I’ve
learned the hard way that the “less
is more” approach works better for
me. The challenging part, from my
perspective, is being able to work
effectively while on the water with
all of this gear surrounding you. If
you plan on joining the kayak fish-
ing world, you’ll quickly learn that
managing your space and having a
well-organized kayak is essential,
especially when tournament fish-
ing. It took me a couple of tourna-
ments and a few lost fish before I
understood how important it was

to have all of my gear easily acces-
continue to the next page

Jeff Casto, from Ripley, hooked a
fall 45” musky.
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sible at the drop of a dime.

In kayak tournaments, land-
ing the fish is only half the battle.
Once you get the fish in your boat
and it’s flapping around between
your legs like a mad man, treble
hooks shaking around like a pair
of maraca’s, you still have to get
the fish documented for weigh-
in. In order to document the fish,
you have to lay the fish down on
the official measuring board (hawg
trough), place the tournament iden-
tifier somewhere it is visible in the
photo, and get your phone out to
take a picture. As you can imagine,
the fish typically isn’t the most co-
operative thing in the world while
you’re fumbling around for your
phone, which many times your
hands are wet or slimy and try-
ing to unlock your phone with the
finger swipe becomes a challenge
of its own. During the first couple
of tournaments, I lost several fish
that flopped off of my measuring
board and through my hands as it
turned around and winked at me
before diving back into the wa-
ter and swimming off. All of that

170 Acres

Barbour County
Small Timber
Electric/City Water

$160,000
304-265-0026

work.....for nothing. Fortunately,
a fellow MSKA member shared
with me a tip of how he rigged his
Hawg Trough with paracord and a
stringer clip to secure the fish to the
board while he took a picture. This
was a huge help and I haven’t lost a
fish since making the change.

These are just a few of the chal-
lenges that a beginner kayak angler
will face. There are ways to deal
with each of them and fortunately
we are all still learning together.
The good thing is, there’s plenty of
people in this community willing
to share tips and ideas.
What Kayak Tournament Fishing
Is All About

The other word I mentioned that
I would use to sum up my first year
of kayak fishing would be reward-
ing. It’s hard to explain on paper
what I mean by this, but I’'ll give
it a try. First of all, the kayak fish-
ing community is like none I've
ever encountered. The friendships
I’ve formed this year with mem-

Chris Shafer landed a 5.5 pound

smallmouth in late November.
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Harman, WV

Complete Hookups
It’s Our 37th Year!

304-227-4219

bers of the MSKA group and clubs
from other states have been amaz-
ing. There’s a lot of camaraderie in
our group and in the kayak fishing
community as a whole. The night
before each tournament, several
people from MSKA would always
meet at the local campground of
whatever lake or river we were
fishing the next day and camp out.
Nearly every tournament brought
new members to the club, many of
which took part in the camp outs the
night before. You simply don’t find
this in many other fishing clubs.
The kayak fishing community
itself feels small in the sense that
the major players all seem very ap-
proachable, but the sport itself is
one of the fastest growing outdoor
activities. In the B.A.S.S tourna-
ment world, fishing in a tourna-
ment with Randy Howell, Kevin
VanDam, Skeet Reese or any of the
other insanely popular fisherman
in today’s fishing world would be

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING

* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everyything you weed fon
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV



very unlikely. However, in kayak
fishing, it’s very possible that you
could find yourself lining up to
fish in a tournament next to one of
the top names in the sport. At the
Mountain State Kayak Anglers
New River Super Event tourna-
ment this year, the designer of one
of the most popular fishing kayaks
to date travelled to West Virginia to
hang out with the clubs from West
Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Ohio.
It was a cool experience for every-
one involved, but especially for the
people who owned one of his boats
and got a chance to meet him in
person.

From my point of view, the kayak
fishing industry almost feels like a
grassroots sort of movement in the
fishing world. All over the coun-
try there are local clubs sprouting
up that support the emergence of
kayak tournament fishing. A ma-
jority of the baits, rods, and gear
used by most kayak fisherman are
produced by small locally owned
businesses. Many of these busi-
nesses are owned and operated by
a single person, but are distribut-
ing products to many fisherman
all over the world. Whether it be
the YakAttack products you have
mounted all over your kayak, the
412 BaitCo by Donald Corbett
plastics or spinnerbaits your toss-
ing around the rivers or lakes, the
SmallieStix rods your battling the
fish with, or any of the other count-
less small businesses contribut-
ing to the kayak fishing world, the
kayak fishing community is a very
self-sufficient group. In this world,
you can keep your mass produced
baits, rods, and gear, we’ll take the

FREE Online

www.wvasportsman.net

stuff that is being made in some-
one’s basement or garage....and out
fish you with it.

Last but not least, there’s some-
thing extremely rewarding about
being out on a river or lake as the
sun is coming up in your kayak.
I know that sounds corny, but if
you’ve been there, you know what
I’m talking about. You don’t have
the stress of worrying about your

motor not starting, forgetting your
trolling motor battery at the house,
or your tournament partner driving
you insane. It’s just you and the
water.

If you're interested in kayak
fishing, you can find more infor-
mation at www.mountainstatekay-
akanglers.com or on Facebook by
searching Mountain State Kayak
Anglers.
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STOCKING TROUT - PAY LAKE
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Hours: 9am to Dark
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This hunter bagged a quality buck.
Photo courtesy of Old & New Sports in
Ravenswood.

L= —
John Snider shot an 8 point buck.

Photo courtesy of Hobert’s Store in Big
Bend.

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from
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Trout Information

Trout is a term used for several
types of fish that are a part of one
of three genera: oncorhyunchus,
salmo or salvelinus. They live in
freshwater, but some trout do spend
time out in the ocean and return to
freshwater to spawn, just like salm-
on, which trout are closely related
to. Several common types of trout
are brown trout, lake trout, rainbow
trout and steelhead. A trout’s diet
usually consist of other fish and
aquatic invertebrates. When a trout
reaches over 12 inches they’ll usu-
ally only feed on smaller fish. Trout
are a very popular game fish and
many state wildlife agencies stock
lakes, ponds and streams with trout
for anglers to catch.

You can locate trout in lakes and
streams with cool water. The ideal
temperature range is 50 to 60 de-
grees. Juvenile trout can also be
known as fry, troutlet and trout-
ling. They tend to mature around 2
to 3 years of age. The lifespan on
trout depends on the species. For
example, a rainbow trout can live
up to 7 years while lake trout can

;

o
o
|
=

Wayne Franklin bagged a black
bear in Raleigh County.

live for several decades. The color
variation of trout varies greatly and
is dependent on the type of trout
you’re looking to catch. Trout are
not only popular with anglers, they
are also popular on the dinner ta-
ble. Trout, along with its close rela-
tively salmon are a common staple
in many American’s diets.

Know the Current - If you un-
derstand how a river or stream is
shaped by moving water you’ll be
able to find trout very easily. Deep
pools created by the current can
hold a big trout, but smaller trout
can also be found in them. The
large trout will most likely be in
these pools during dawn and dusk.
Power Bait ONLY Works on
Stocked Trout - If you’re fishing
for trout with power bait you bet-
ter make sure the trout in that body

CATCH
TROUT FISH FARM

STOCKED 5 VILES NORTH OF
BAIT & TACKLE ELKINS, WV

OLD R, 219
304-636-1278 | g1a NAKER RD.
OPEN FRI/SAT WEEKDAYS
9AM - DARK BY APPOINTMENT

of water were stocked (farm raised)
and not native. Native trout will not
bite on power bait, the only reason
stocked trout will is because they
are fed pellets in the hatchery and
will eat anything that resembles or
smells like the pellets.

The Best Live Bait - Hands down
night crawlers are an effective live
bait for catching trout, along with
minnows and crayfish. A neat trick

continue to the next page
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is to take a look at what lives on
the shore of where you’re fishing
for trout and see what might be na-
tive to their lunch or dinner menu.
Mayflies, when native to the area,
can be deadly during the fall sea-
son.

Choose Your Lures Wisely - It’s
important to pick the right lures.
Using the wrong type could make
you miss out on opportunities. For-
tunately, there are a few brands on
the market that do a tremendous
job. Read our article on the top
trout lures to learn more.The Silver
Spoon - Trout, especially lake trout
love to bite on a small silver spoon.
There are several different rigs that
might work best for you, try them
out to see what works best.

Trout Fishing Records

Listed below are the world record
trout caught by fishermen just like
you. This data comes directly from
the IGFA (International Game Fish
Association). These type of fishing
records don’t change often and we
do try to keep this section updated.
To see if one of the below trout re-
cords were broken you should visit
the IGFA website, below we’ve
provided a link to it in the bottom

www.wvasportsman.net

ANGLINS CREEK

HUNT CLUB

Accepting 5000 Acres
New Members Camping

Deer
Bear
Turkey

GREENBRIER, NICHOLAS
FAYETTE COUNTIES
Jimbo Ramsey 304-872-5621

Cory Boothe 304-872-0087

SPENCER'S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745

OVER 44 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS .
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN,WV

ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

section called Additional Resourc-
es for Trout Fishing. Hopefully one
day we’ll see your name listed be-
low for a record trout!

Llyod Bull caught a lake trout

Motorcycles

Buckhannon, WV
304-472-4824

www. supersmittys.com

(salvelinus namaycush) in Great
Bear Lake located in Canada on
August 19th, 1995 that weighed
32.65 kg (72 1bs. 0 0z.)

continue to the next page

Gerald Cotrell, from Arnoldsburg, caught a 51 inch musky recently.

IT’S BOAT SEASON AT MID-STATE MARINA

MID - STATE MARINA
Route 19 North

Sutton,wv
Phone: (304) 765-7325 (800) 640-7329

G3

Aluminum

rangerboals. cam

Honda
Yamaha
Can-Am
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Sean Konrad caught a rainbow trout
(onocorhynchus mykiss) in Lake
Diefenbaker located in Canada on
September 5th, 2009 that weighed
21.77 kg (48 1bs. 0 oz.

Chas Reed caught a golden trout
(oncorhynchus  aguabonita) in
Cooks Lake located in Wyoming,
USA on August 5th, 1948 that
weighed 4.98 kg (11 1bs. 0 0z.)

N. Higgins caught a bull trout
(salvelinus confluentus) in Lake
Pend Oreille located in Idaho, USA
on October 27th, 1949 that weighed
14.51 kg (32 Ibs. 0 0z)

Dr. W. Cook caught a brook trout
(salvelinus fontinalis) in the Nipig-
on River located in Canada on July
Ist, 1916 that weighed 6.57 kg (14
Ibs. 8 0z.)

John Skimmerhorn caught a cut-
throat trout (oncorhynchus clarki)
in Pyramid Lake located in Nevada,
USA on December 1st, 1925 that
weighed 18.59 kg (41 1bs. 0 oz.)

Dylan Leslie harvested a nice buck.

Photo courtesy of Anderson Outdoors in
Buckhannon.

Parker’s Safe Sales

%@jgg (f}ui% 80 to 90

In Stock
W g s

In Home Delivery - Up or Down
Tri-States Largest Safe Distributor
S & G Certified Locksmith
Since 1958 - New WVU Safes
740-484-4572
Exit 208 I-70 S. on SR 149-2.7 Miles
Belmont, Ohio

Don’t Forget To Send In Your BIG GAME Pics!

Look For Forms In This Issue.

Mail Or Email Details On Pages 15 & 38

Bass Fising In Cold Water

There’s no question, if your local
waters are not frozen over, you’re
fishing in cold water. Largemouth
bass know how to survive wherev-
er they live, and with the exception
of the shallow southern fisheries,
deep water is the key to that plan.

This time of year, deep and slow
is a good general strategy. The fish
don’t feel like chasing down their
meals, so you have to make it easy
for them.

My specific baits will vary based
on where I’m fishing, but in most

By Jason Christie

cases, I have a lot of confidence in
a jig, a swimbait and a deep diving
crankbait. Here’s how I use them:
Jig

This is my first choice for deep
winter fishing. I'll use it when I
think the fish are relating to the
bottom. I like calm conditions be-
cause it’s harder to feel the bait and
the bites when there’s a lot of wind
and waves.

I'll go with a 34-ounce Booyah

continue to the next page

50460 E. CAPTIINA HWY
JACOSBURG, OH
43933

'OHIO’S PREMIER FISHING LAKEN

_‘._'- P .’ﬂ}

Hybrid Striped Bass
Perch - Crappie * Catfish
Trout * Hybrid Bluegills

¢ 15’ Electric Powered Jon Boats Supplied
e Catch & Release Fishing e
e Overnight Cabin Available I

e Near Moundsville, WV

www.lakeshawn.com i\
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PUPS
Startmg $150

bl Kunting Beagles

PKC/AKC/UKC/NKC Pups & Hunting Dogs
Garmin GPS & Tri -
King - Easy Loader -

David Dewees (304) 545-3820
3223 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV 25248

Tronics- Diamond Deluxe
Vinyl Flooring Wire For Kennels

football jig with a green pumpkin
skirt. I also like green pumpkin on
the trailer, but I go with something
that doesn’t have a lot of action like
the YUM Craw Papi.

In the wintertime, it’s more about
profile than action. The fish don’t
see a lot of action this time of year,
so I want my trailer to have a natu-
ral appearance.

That green pumpkin color is what
I use when there’s a lot of sunlight,
but on cloudy days, I’ll go with a
black and blue trailer for contrast.
It’s crazy how adding a dark trailer
changes the whole look of your
jig.

For a different look, you can also
go with a black and blue jig and a
green pumpkin trailer.

I fish my jigs on 12- to 16-pound
Sunline Sniper fluorocarbon. I go
with 12-pound when the water is
really clear, but in lower visibility,

Max Crook brought in a buck this

season. Photo courtesy of PC Bait &
Tackle in Hinton.

I prefer the 16-pound line because
it just slows down the bait.
Swimbait

A 5-inch YUM Money Minnow
is what I use, and the river shad
color works really well in the win-
tertime. Depending on the depth
and the wind, I'll fish this on a 1/2-
to 1-ounce swimbait head. If I find
there’s a lot of trees and brush on
the bottom, I’ll replace the swim-
bait head with a 5/0 or 6/0 Trokar
belly-weighted swimbait hook.

And here’s a tip: Most anglers
know that sealing your swimbait to
your leadhead with Super Glue will
minimize wear and tear and elimi-
nate the need to constantly readjust
your bait. But if you’ll take the
time to glue your bait to the swim-

NEW 17 Pitch - 4 Blade
Michigan Brand
Stainless Propeller
And Hubs

* Ideal 70 to 135 HP

Wi $200

bait head before you go out, it will
dry faster than it will on the water.

To me, the swimbait fishing is
like the old school grub fishing.
You get a target depth and then just
slow roll it along the ledge. Once
you know the depth they’re in, ei-
ther from looking on your electron-
ics or catching one on a jig, you can
slowly bring that swimbait through
the strike zone.
Crankbait

On days when the fish are defi-
nitely relating to the bottom and I
want to show them something other
than a jig, a deep diving crankbait

continue to the next page

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

NITRO.

S Tracker
T O

SYUZ lANE TRACKER

9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon

omMC
merCruiser
Volvo Penta
Minn Kota
Evinrude
Mercury

il 7 MILES EAST OF WHEELING TUNNELS

e B Py —
Tohatsu e

304-547-5044

MIDDLE CREEK ROAD
Triadelphia, WV
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will give them a different look. For
this, I do best with crawdad colors
or firetiger.

It’s a lot like cranking deep ledg-
es in the summertime, except when
you’re cranking in the wintertime,
you’re not going to get as many
bites. But the trade-off is that when
you do get a bite, it could be the
biggest fish you catch that day.

Also, in the summertime, we
tend to reel pretty fast, make bot-
tom contact and really burn it to get
that reaction strike. I also want that
reaction strike in the winter, but I
use a different strategy. I reel my
crankbait pretty fast to make bot-
tom contact, but once I get it down
there, I slow it down and just dig.

Another tip: In the wintertime, I
throw a crankbait that’s a little big-
ger than the depth I need. For in-
stance, if I'm fishing 10-15 feet, I
can usually hit that with a Bomber
BD6, but in the wintertime, I’ll
throw a BD7.

It’s a little bigger bait and it lets
me stay in contact better while I'm
reeling on that slower speed. I'll
also use a Lew’s reel with a slower
gear ratio, like a 5.4:1 with 10- to
12-pound line.

I’1l fish all three of these baits in
the same types of habitat — drops
near deep water, creek chan-
nel turns and areas with cover. In
the wintertime, fish like that hard
cover, whether it’s rock, stumps or
logs.

Wherever you end up fishing,
remember that you can still catch
largemouth bass in the wintertime,
but you’re usually going to have to
fish deep and fish slowly.

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

Details On Page 3

Fall Turkey Harvest

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
- Preliminary figures for the 2014
fall turkey hunting season reveal
that 1,016 turkeys were checked in,
according to Curtis I. Taylor, chief
of the Wildlife Resources Section
of the West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources. Statewide, the
2014 harvest was very similar to
the 999 reported in 2013.

Three of the six administrative
districts reported increases in har-
vest from 2013 levels ranging from
a modest 4 percent increase in Dis-
trict 1 to a 69 percent increase in
District 6, despite having two ad-
ditional counties closed to hunt-
ing. Districts 2, 4 and 5 reported
declines in harvest. The decline in
District 5 was likely due to only
one county being open to hunting
in 2014, compared to five counties
in 2013.

“Fall turkey harvests are highly
influenced by hunter participation
and interest, annual recruitment and

hard mast conditions,” said Taylor.
“Turkey brood production was fair-
ly good this year and it mimicked
the 5-year average. Brood observa-
tions were 30 percent higher than
last year and 15 percent better than
2012. These production improve-
ments and better mast conditions
led us to anticipate a similar fall
harvest, which happened even with
six fewer counties open to hunt-
ing.”

Mr. Humbolt harvested a buck tis

season. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

matos /.. PCBAIT & TACKLE

/ k

/ HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
/ Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

"t ¥ Tackle By: Warden - Super Duper - Strike King
Berkley - Mepps - Owner * Zoom * Yum - Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn - Zoom - Trout Magnet - Eagle Claw - Daiwa
Cabin Creek - Shakespeare - St. Croix * Zebco - Case

Ugly Stik - Gitzit - Rebel - Heddon - Rapala & More!

Archery Bows & Supplies * Musky Tackle ¢ Marine Products

Mm<=r-

> W

250 Greenbrier Drive - HINTON, WV I

Greenbrier Chalets
On The Greenbrier River
www.greenbriercabins.com
304-466-3536

Pipestem Country Campgounds [l §

OnRt. 20
www.pipestemcamping.com
304-466-9121

PC Bait & Tackle 304-466-1444
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2 ISJOHTOIRIVE R
5NUS EASS TRURNANENTS

The bass fishing was more than tough on the Ohio River in 2014.
These tournaments are designed to give your team more ways to get in the money!
All Tournaments On Sunday
7am to 4pm All Events
6 Fish Limit - One Big Bass Weighed Per Team
6 0z. Dead Bass Penalty
Further Rules Given At Event

$60 Entry Fee

20% Of Teams Get Paid On The Event
Includes A $60 Big Bass Prize.

BONUS BIG BASS

e Optional For Teams

e Additional $30 Per Team
* Your Team Can Win The Guaranteed $60
For Big Bass - Plus - Bonus Big Bass Money

e Example

20 Boats Pays 3 Places On Big Bass

30 Boats Pays 5 Places On Big Bass

40 Boats Pays 6 Places On Big Bass

50 Boats Pays 7 Places On Big Bass

60 Boats Pays 8 Places On Big Bass

ETC.

April 12 Powhatan Point
May 24 New Martinsville

BIG BASS
MONEY

Entry F
OFFERED @ sistiams June 28 Powhatan Point
(Includes $60 1st Big Bass) July 26 New Martinsville

Optional Big Bass $30 .
Total Of $90 For The Event August 23 Powhatan Point

If You Also Enter The Bonus Big Bass CHAMPIONSHIP TBA

Example: Your team could place 3rd on overall weight and place 5th in BONUS BIG BASS
MORE WAYS TO WIN!  BONUS BIG BASS IS OPTIONAL $60 PAYOUT FOR 1ST BIG BASS IS GUARATEED

Teams Sign Up At The Ramp Only - Pay With CASH - More Details And Rules At The Events
BASS SPORTSMAN wvasport@gmail.com 304-482-7217
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2014 Fall Turkey

Harvest Results

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
- Preliminary figures for the 2014
fall turkey hunting season reveal
that 1,016 turkeys were checked in,
according to Curtis I. Taylor, chief
of the Wildlife Resources Section
of the West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources. Statewide, the
2014 harvest was very similar to
the 999 reported in 2013.

Three of the six administrative
districts reported increases in har-
vest from 2013 levels ranging from
a modest 4 percent increase in Dis-
trict 1 to a 69 percent increase in
District 6, despite having two ad-
ditional counties closed to hunt-
ing. Districts 2, 4 and 5 reported
declines in harvest. The decline in
District 5 was likely due to only
one county being open to hunting
in 2014, compared to five counties
in 2013.

“Fall turkey harvests are highly
influenced by hunter participation
and interest, annual recruitment and
hard mast conditions,” said Taylor.
“Turkey brood production was fair-
ly good this year and it mimicked
the 5-year average. Brood observa-
tions were 30 percent higher than
last year and 15 percent better than

Ronald Boyer, from Tunnelton,
went to Preston Co. for a bear.

www.wvasportsman.net

2012. These production improve-
ments and better mast conditions
led us to anticipate a similar fall
harvest, which happened even with
six fewer counties open to hunt-

ing.”

Top counties for 2014 were Nich-
olas (90), Greenbrier (84), Ran-
dolph (83), Pocahontas (54) and
Preston (53).

Mary Jo Goddard, from New Martinsville, went to the ocean for a 63

pound white marlin.

PAWNBROKERS

CARDINAL

o FPOUTNG @S

“Get Ready For Hunting Season With Our Large Selections”

Archery Pro Shop

Mathews Bowtech Genesis [
Parker Diamond MISSIOH.

VIORREISTargets
Crossbows: Parker ® Mission
Carbon Express ® Stryker

e Gams o Anmumo e Scopes

Coyotc Suppﬂcs

o Fishing Tacklc

__)L)' J&.d..l[ﬂ;.

1221 S. EISENHOWER DRIVE

BECKLEY, WV
804-263-7867
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NORTH MOUNTA]N VACATION RENTALS

Located Off Rt.28/55 on Smokehole Rd.
Hunters and Near CABINS, WV

Fishermen 304-257-5411
Welcome. 866-999-2892
- www.northmountainrentals.com

Scoty Rush

, from Arnoldsburg,

Intersection of

2{0]67,¢

Rt. 4 & 20
(07 :\"A= Rock Cave, WV
IGA 924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane Exchange

Beverages & Snachks
Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm Sun Noon to 5PM

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

.4} ‘
IRl

22 North Locust Street

Buckhannon, WV
26201

(304) 472-4100

caught a Wlnter musky.
Eric Bennett bagged a quality buck.
Photo courtesy of Middle Mountain Sport-
Photo courisy of > ‘Hlddln lluuntaln gtlgys
P o eer
g Hot Dogs
Hamburgers

Hﬂ“E Goodg:;

Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

“NEW Calcutta Kayaks - great fishing set up”
PSE & MARTIN Bows e Expert Bow Tuning ¢ Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc

Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

#5E

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies

5AM to 9PM

ENCHENY

Young Issiah Border from San—
dyville, shot a nice 8 point buck,

Nitro * Mike’s * Joe’s Flies * Berkley

7 Days A Week

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569
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Re-Creations Taxidermy Studio

* Over 20 Years Experience

* Graduate Northwood School Of Taxidermy
* Award Winning Quality

* Reasonable Turn around Time

1715 Lavalette Avenue
Elkins, WV 304-591-5024

www.recreationstaxidermy.com Email: recreationartist@hotmail.com |

Kathy Dunlap bagged an 8 point

buck. Photo courtesy of Crossroads
General Store near Newark.

John Alley, from Charleston, got a ~ Young Kayden Young trapped a
seven point in Ritchie County. nice bobcat.

ey o3 s Tl
Mike Arbogast brought in a buck.
Photo courtesy of Middle Mountain Sport-
ing Goods in Elkins.

Charleston / Cross Lanes WV
1-64 Exit 47 Next to Casino

800-798-7886

Two Heated Indoor and Outdoor Pools
Hot Tub & Sauna - Fitness Center
Lazy Dog Saloon

100% NOI‘I sm0ki“g Wes Durst , from Leon, hooked a 4

pound, 3 oz. largemouth.
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304-473-0752

PONTOON BOAT HEADQUARTERS

“DRIVE A LITTLE - SAVE A LOT” R Ic K'S

HONDA ¥ TAXIDERMY
m FI Ri n E Make Those Outdoor

Memories Last A Lifetime
Powered By HONDA MARINE 27 Years Experience

Prices Include: Honda 4-Stroke, Trailer, Storage Cover Off Hall Rd. On

Changing Room and MUCH MORE! Black Ford Road
Buckhannon, WV

The
Great Outdoors

Accepting Major Credit Célrds
Full Time/Award Winning Master
Taxidermist Rick Dunlap

(*120 months,5.99%. 10% Down,W.A.C.) Always wear a personal flotation device while
Prices Subject To Change boating and read your owners manual.
304-525-4556 1-64 Exit 8, then 4.5 miles south | C
. Jason Estep went to Raleigh Coun-
www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com HUNTI NGTON, WV .

ty for his good buck.

HlIIblIIy Haven Log Cabin Rentals

—
—_— . -

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just two
minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

by Recently built Io? cabins are exceptionally e Satellite tv and dvd player
h‘, 4% ‘W clean and beautifully decorated to be your ¢ Gas log fireplace and air conditioning
- home away from home i
e Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and ° F_uII U UL i .
235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447  gafe environment ’ e Linens and other amenities provided
phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379 e Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleep two © Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked
email: info@hillbillyhavenwv.com e Four person cabins have full bed ponds, playground, and horseshoe pits

Convenience store onsite with gift shop, WV

website: www.hillbillyhavenwv.com  downstairs and two twin beds in loft souvenirs, and many unique hillbilly gifts

e Six person cabins have king or queen bed

First class vacation cabins conveniently and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub, ® Open 365 days a year
ile offi it 91 dishwasher, and washer and dryer e Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and

|°°atef’ one mile off interstate 79, Exit 91, | Eight person cabins have four bedrooms, Arnold Palmer Signature Golf Course, and

one mile south on US 189 towards lake. two baths, and an eight person hot tub 2,650 acre Stonewall s —

all or visit website for rates, additional ® Accessible cabin available gﬁ‘i‘;;:g I(;? \':fa‘t?:h “& N
information, and policies. A 50% depositis e Fully equipped kitchen with dishes, recreation, fishing, | | ]
required for reservations. Major credit cookware, refrigerator, microwave, and huntlng just Vs carnd Wewndortid!
cards are accepted. toaster, and coffee maker two minutes away
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Black Bears

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.—
West Virginia hunters harvested
2,385 black bears during the com-
bined 2014 archery and firearms
seasons, according to Colin Car-
penter, Black Bear Project Leader
for the West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources. The prelimi-
nary harvest data for the combined
2014 seasons were 11 percent low-
er than the 2013 harvest of 2,692
bears. The black bear harvest of
2014 marks the fifth time in five
years that the harvest has topped
2,000 and is tied for the third high-
est harvest on record.

“Mast conditions in 2014 helped
some hunters and hurt others,” said
Carpenter. “The 2014 Mast Sur-
vey and Hunting Outlook docu-

FEDERAL VALLEY

PHEASANT FARM
16171 E. KASLER CR.ROAD
Amesville, Ohio 45711
HUNTING PRESERVE

For Questions and
Reservations

Call: 740-448-6747

Gene and Roseanna Hines

HOLMES MARKET

304-845-0502

GAME CHECKING

Complete Convenience Store * Beer ¢ Beverages
Hot Dogs * Snacks & More

“Where You Get Great In-Town Service...Out Of Town”
ROBERTS RIDGE RD. OFF RT. 2

MOUNDSVILLE, WV

mented vastly improved oak mast
conditions over 2013. Historically,
abundant oak mast has led to a
decreased archery harvest and an
increased December firearms har-
vest, and that scenario held true in
2014. Abundant oak mast statewide
prevented archers from patterning
bears effectively and led to a de-
creased archery harvest. However,
abundant mast kept bruins out of
their winter dens and available to
be harvested in the December fire-
arms season.”

Carpenter attributed the decrease
in harvest during the September/
October firearms seasons to a de-
crease in hunting days from six
in 2013 to three in 2014 in the 16
counties that were open. There was
a slight increase in harvest during
the concurrent buck-gun/bear sea-
sonover2013.Overall,the decrease
in archery and September/October
firearms harvest was not offset by
the increases in the buck-gun and
December firearms harvest.

Hunters took 516 bears during the
2014 archery season. The top five

continue to the next page

& Shavers Fork
Campgrounds \
U.S. Rt 33 9 Miles East Of \\.
ELKINS, WV
Pool At Shavers Fork Campground
Stocked Trout Fishing Stream
Cottages & Cabins

For Reservations:
304-636-0023 520 Camp
Sites

Revelle’s Family \\‘

1-877-988-2267
P.O.Box9% _-—" -,

>
Bowden, WV m
26254 @

Mike Allen went to Wirt County
for a guality 8 point buck.

Low Rates

Advertise in the W. Va, Sportsman
Target Marketing
Distributed & Also FREE Online
Magazines Printed Every 6 Weeks
Help Support Hunting & Fishing In WV
Details On Page 3

Mark Goudy
304-482-7217
wvasport@gmail.com
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counties were Webster (53), Pres-
ton (45), Fayette (42), Nicholas
(39), and Randolph (39).

Firearms hunters harvested 1,869
bears during 2014. Hunters took
457 bears in September and Oc-
tober, 397 during the concurrent
buck-gun/bear season, and 1,015
during the traditional December
season. The top five counties were
Pocahontas (182), Randolph (172),
Greenbrier (167), Pendleton (167)
and Webster (160).

Advertise Your Business
Statewide in 2015

W. Va. Sportsman

Low Rates
Reach Customers
Details On Page 3

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING
FISHING
CAMPING

Camo Clothing * Tree Stands
Ammunition
Archery Equipment

f-hﬁ':‘ Bows & Arrows

fom

™= = Rods & Reels
“d Camping Equipment
b Fishing Lures
GAME CHECKING

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm

Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
506 FIREHOUSE ROAD

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-202-1538

CRISS SALES & SERVICE

(304)
472-1474

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

Husqgvarna

Shindaiwa & More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

All About Line

Over the last few weeks I have
asked my fans on social media for
questions. While I have received
questions on just about everything
involving fishing, and some not,

By Brent Chapman

It’s good to know that people
have their mind in the right place
— line is extremely important. I am
not sure I can answer all the line

the one question I get most is about
line.

questions in a single article. I think
by giving you my line preferences
I can start to answer many of the
questions.

Before I get into my line choices I
want to point out a couple of things.
First, while line is something I am
pay close attention to, I am pretty
simple in my thinking about it.
Here’s a quick general list of some
things to keep in mind.

I use a Palomar knot for just about
everything.

I use uni-to-uni knots for line splic-
ing (adding leader).

I use Gamma Torque braid on all
my spinning rods (with a leader).

I use snaps for topwater walking
baits to help them walk more free-
ly.

Smaller diameter line helps baits
run deeper.

Here are some of my line choices
for different techniques I use a lot.
Jerkbait

e P e
Robert Lee Cornell went to Mason

County for a nice 8 point buck. continue to the next page

Eis_enhut Dog Supply & Hunting Beagle Kennels

Predator Lights, Owens Dog Boxes, Tri-tronics Shock Collars, Garmin Alpha
I'T-15,Garmin Astro 320 T-5, Sport Dog Shock Collars, Wildlife Tracking Collars,
Quick Track, Hunting Lights, Easy Loader Dog Boxes, Dog Collars, Hunting
Supplies, Dan’s Hunting Gear, Beagles, PVC Coated Rabbit Enclosure Fence
BEAGLE 1129 Lakewood Drive 304-984-1430 304-546-5638

PUPS Charleston, WV 25312 www.eisenhutdogsupplies.com
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Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19 Walkersville

Ammo

Live Bait

Game Checking
Fishing Supplies

Camp Sites - Full Hookups

Chalets - Call For Reservations
Eat-in or Carry Out Food - Pizza
Hoagies - Subs - Burgers
Beverages - More

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson
Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes

304-452-8870
GAS

6am to 10pm Mon - Sat
9am to 9pm Sun

For a jerkbaits, I use 8- to 16-
pound Gamma Edge fluorocarbon
line. The deeper I want the bait to
run, the lighter the line I choose. If
I am fishing a body of water with
big fish like Guntersville, Falcon or
Clear Lake, I will select a heavier
line.
Crankbait

With a crankbait I use 8- to 20-
pound fluorocarbon. Like the jerk-
bait, the deeper I want the bait to
run the lighter the line I choose.
However, if I am cranking near
structure I will upsize my line.
Jig

A jig is one of my favorite baits,
and for them I will use the heaviest
line I can get away with that will
not alter the action of the bait. I
generally use between 10- and 30-
pound fluorocarbon. For really big
fish and fishing in heavy structure,
I will sometimes make the switch
to braided line.
Topwater

For topwater I will use 30- to
50-pound Gamma Torque braid. I
do have one exception, and that is
prop baits. For prop baits I will use
a copolymer line. With braid there
is little or no stretch, which makes
working the bait easy and improves
my hookset.
Drop shot

I almost always drop shot with
a spinning reel. Over the past few
years I have found the benefits of
braided line on spinning reels. Less
coil and better casting are the two
biggest benefits, but added strength

and better hooksets are also a ben-
efit. For my leader I use about 18
inches of 8- to 12-pound fluoro-
carbon. Recently, I switched from
using the uni-to-uni knot for this,
instead I use a Eagle Claw Lazer
sharp barrel swivel (size 12-16.)
This keeps my line twist to a mini-
mum, and I don’t have to worry
about the knot strength on such
light line.

Shaky head

For a shaky head I use 8- to 12-
pound fluorocarbon depending on
the area I am fishing. When I am
fishing around rock or docks, I will
elect to use the 12-pound. For more
open water areas I will select the
8- or 10-pound size.

Flipping

For flipping I use 16- to 30-pound
fluorocarbon. I use Gamma Torque
braid for punching or fishing super
heavy vegetation or wood. How-
ever, for soft wood, like the kind at
Falcon Lake, I will switch back to
fluorocarbon, up to 40-pounds, be-
cause braid will cut into a tree and
make landing a fish impossible.
Soft plastics/Texas rig

Another one of my favorite tech-
niques is a TightLines UV Beaver
on a Texas rig. For this and other
soft plastics I use 14- to 25-pound
fluorocarbon. By using lighter line |
can speed the rate of fall, or heavier
line will slow it down.

For the majority of my fishing,
these are the lines I use with each
technique. Of course, there are al-
ways exceptions. Choose the right
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Dalton Cutright, owner

line, understand the properties of
each and hook and land more fish.
Remember to change your line of-
ten, and always check your line for
abrasions throughout the day.

Patrick Toler used a bow for a good

8 point buck. Photo courtesy of Uncle
Tom’s Loans in Oceanna.
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Jerkbaits In Cold Water

We all hear about jerkbaits when
the water’s cold in the winter and
then again later as it warms up go-
ing into the spawn. I like to fish
them too under those conditions,
but I put something different into
my presentations.

I first noticed something during
the 2013 Classic on Grand Lake.
It seemed like whenever I let my
bait sit perfectly still in the wa-
ter and suspend with no vertical
movement, | struggled. But, when
I modified my jerkbait just a little
so it would slowly sink nose down,
I was able to catch them.

That wasn’t the first time I’d done
that, but it was the first time that I
made up my mind to experiment
with it. After almost three winters
I’ve come to the conclusion that
cold water jerkbaits fall into three
categories.

The first is the slow fall, nose
down. This i1s good in water from
the low 40s all the way down to
freezing. And, when I say slow fall
I mean really, really slow with the

Convenience Store * Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies * Souveniers
Game Checking Station « Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV
304-472-4279 |1 IVE BAIT

By Mike Iaconelli
nose just barely pointing down.
Think about it this way — youdon’t
see real minnows drop through the
water like a rock with their nose
pointed down like a missile.

I call the next group true suspend-
ing jerkbaits. These are the ones
that’ll sit perfectly still in the wa-
ter without any vertical movement
whatsoever. These baits are good
when the water’s between 45 and
50 degrees.

The third group will rise ever
so slightly with their nose barely
pointed up towards the surface.
This is a more aggressive presenta-
tion that’s usually at its best in wa-
ter 50 degrees or warmer.

Any decent jerkbait — and I do
mean almost any jerkbait made by
almost any company — can be cus-
tomized to fit into any of my three
categories. It’s simply a matter of
taking the time to make it happen. I
prefer Rapala jerkbaits.

The first, and maybe the best, way
to customize your lure is to swap
out the hooks. Size, style and make

UNCLE TOM’S LOANS

BUY ¢ SELL e TRADE ¢« PAWN
Achery Specialists
Matthews * Parker * PSE
New & Used Guns
Rt. 10 - Cook Parkway ||

OCEANA, WV
304-682-5002
GAME CHECKING

are all important here. I test mine
at home in a tub of water so I don’t
have to waste fishing time when
I’m in the boat. Actually, I do this
no matter how I modify them.

The next best way to change the
performance characteristics  of
your jerkbaits is with SuspenDots
or SuspenStrips. They’re made
by Storm and are available at any
quality tackle shop or online. Golf

continue to the next page

This WV buck had an enormous
rack with long tines.

We Buy, Sell

and Trade 9to 1 Sat

TAINERR,

( N CEEs s(w, VL

19 East Main St.
White Sulphur Springs, WV

Open 10 -3:30 Wed to Fri

Large Selection

New & Used Guns
Phone

304-536-3606

Rt. 60 E. Main St. |

i Gun] [t et
Light

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, WV

Effeciciency * 1 & 2 Bedroom Apts. « Commercial Rentals

Feb/March 2015 ~ Page 36



Tape will do a surprisingly good
job too, although I much prefer the
Storm stickers.

Another way to create subtle
changes in a jerkbait’s performance
is with line choice. Mono tends to
float. Fluorocarbon tends to sink.
Thicker line doesn’t sink as fast
as thin line. This is a pretty good
way to do it. I put it last, however,
because I realize that a lot of rec-
reational anglers don’t have six or
eight types of line spooled up when
they go fishing.

Next time we’ll talk about how to
fish each of these baits and I'll give
you a couple of tricks that I use
with jerkbaits to coax bites from
lethargic bass.Mike Iaconelli’s col-
umn appears weekly on Bassmas-
ter.com. You can also find him on
Facebook and Twitter or visit his
website, mikeiaconelli.com.
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or Email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.net
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This was a super archery buck with
an outstanding rack.

Located in the Industrial Park, 1-79 exit 105
EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE!
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