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Cover Photo

Fishing at Stonewall Jackson
lake, Gary Ross, from Weston,
landed a 6 pound, 14 ounce
largemouth bass. He caught and
released this large bass in mid-
March.

Bass fishing tournaments are
starting soon. Look for Bass
Sportsman tournament info in
this issue.

The HUGE Covid 19 problems
are getting better.  Everyone
should get a vaccine.
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Fishing Trivia

1. What is the healthiest fish?
Alaskan salmon

2. What is the largest fish in the
world?

Whale sharks

3. What is the fastest fish in the
world?

Sailfish

4. A lumpsucker is what type of
creature?

A fish

5. What is the dirtiest fish to eat?
Tilapia

6. Some masks for spearfishing
have a dark, mirror tint on the
glass. Why is this?

It doesn’t allow fish to see your
eyes

7. Dolphins travel in family groups
called what?

Pods

8. What species of fish produces

Andrea Cross had success with a

nice buck. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

COOPER’S

CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV

Complete Hookups
It’s Our 42nd Year!

304-227-4219

the most eggs

Mola

9. A soft-hackle nymph fly that has
just been successfully employed to
hook a member of one of the types
of fish for which flies are most
commonly used. What kind of fish
is this?

Trout

10. What fish has the least calories?
Cod, flounder, and sole

11. How many tentacles does an
octopus have?

Eight

12. What is a group of fish called?

School

continue to the next page

County for a great drop tine buck.

BOWTECH
DIAMOND

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS-CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

CHELYAN, WV

CROSSBOWS
- EXCALIBER 304-595-2699
- 10 POINT Mon - Fri
« KILLER 12:30t0 5
INSTINCT SAT 10AM TO 2PM

* Ravin

www.bow-listicarchery.com

BOOKING WILD
BOAR HUNTS

JC Christopher caught his biggest
rainbow trout.

TJd’s
SWAP SHOP

Celebrating 38 Years In Business
~ Many Collectable Firearms

304-927-2010

HUGE Selection
Of Firearms In Stock
We Pawn

* Rifles * Shotguns * Pistols
BUY ¢« SELL - TRADE

We Loan CASH on items Of Value
Open Mon to Fri 9am to 5pm

212 Court St.
SPENCER, WV
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Visit Online For More Details - www.adkinsfamilyrv.com
Route 62 South (1350 Ripley Rd.) Ripley, WV 25271

13. What lure is commonly used
for ice fishing?

Lure commonly used for ice fish-
ing.

14. Do fish give birth out their
mouth?

Cichlids hold fertilized eggs in
their mouth.

15. What fish is the healthiest for
weight loss?

Salmon, tuna, Pacific cod, trout,
sardines, mackerel, and even the
desi hilsa

16. What is the smallest fish in the
world?

Paedocypris

17. What animal was the largest to

ER
A lucky hunter brought in a quality
bow whitetail buck.

19. What are the driest flies de-

signed to resemble?

Adult insects

20. Does the thickness of the ice af-
continue to the next page

ever live on the planet earth?

The Blue Whale.

18. What type of bait/lure should
you not use to catch Carp?
Spinner

e 1 V- 4 38— Gl
Doninick Irizarry, from Parkersburg, caught and released a 44” Little
Kanawha River musky.

Broken Wheel Campground

Fishing & Hunting and Country Store

Supplies
- Gifts - Game Room - Playground
Aii/7y  Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

1-79 Exit 96

Weston, WV

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance

11/2 Miles On The Right ‘:/ ,
304-269-6097 iy
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ect your ability to catch fish?

Yes

21. How do you tell if a fish is a
boy or a girl?

Males are often slimmer but larg-
er-bodied than females and are
more vibrantly colored. The dorsal
and anal fins of the male are more
pointed, larger, and more flowing
than in the female.

22. Carp are weak fighters. T/F?
False

23. Which type of fishing reel is
most frequently used for begin-

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Motorcycles « UTV « ATV
Service & Sales

g‘;r;‘iast US 33 East
24. What is the most dangerous fish BUCKHANNON, WV
in the world? 304-472-4824

Candiru, also known as caflero,
toothpick fish, or vampire fish
25. What fish has the most fat?
Mackerel, herring and King salm-

www.supersmittys.com

on

26. What kind of creature sleeps
with one eye open?

Dolphin.

27. How does wet Grizzly King
wet fly differ from dry flies?

They sink rather than floating

28. A sea horse is what kind of
creature?

A fish

29. Which fish is known for hiding
under logs and snatching fish from
out of the shadows?

Pike

30. “Angler” is another term for

i . ¥
Cody Evans had deer success this
past hunting season.

Christmas tree habitat improveent was done by this goupat ygart Lake.
Helping were the WV U Fishing Club, District One Fish Management, Boy
Scout Troop 135, from Gassoway, and members of WV Federation Nation.
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“fisherman.” True or false?

True
continue to page 8

2021

Bass
Sportsman
Tournaments

ENTER AT THE RAMP

$100 + $10 Big Bass
6 FISH LIMIT
APRIL 25
STONEWALL - VANDALIA RAMP
MAY 16
BURNSVILLE LAKE
MAY 23
STONEWALL - VANDALIA RAMP
JUNE 27
BURNSVILLE LAKE
SEPTEMBER 26
STONEWALL - VANDALIA RAMP
7am to 4pm All Events

Info: 304-482-7217




LONG RANGE SHOOTING SCHOOLS

The Best of the West is a pioneer in the long range hunting in-
dustry and was the first company to develop long range shooting
systems and optics over a decade ago.

Attendees will spend time in a classroom setting with a compre-
hensive Powerpoint presentation that integrates actual hunting
scenarios and video of real-world applications with corresponding
principles of long range shooting.

All of that is then applied at the shooting range, where attendees
will experience several BOTW systems featuring the Huskemaw
Advantage.

SPECIFIC TOPICS COVERED IN THE COURSE:

* Internal and external ballistics

+ Shooter/spotter team technique

* Wind reading/doping technique

+ Uphill/downhill angle shooting

« Reading the animal’s body language

+ Shot placement based on species

* Preparation/gear for long range hunting

Rt
AMMUNITION AND SHOOTING SYSTEMS ARE PROVIDED!
EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS GIVEN ON BOTW SHOOTING SYSTEMS
AND HUSKEMAW OPTICS FOR ATTENDING THE COURSE. L

ETHAN EPLING
304-377-7460

TO REGISTER
PLEASE CONTACT:

L.D. EPLING
304-588-4350

WADE BROWN
CELL 720-318-9705
WADE@THEBESTOFTHEWEST NET

March/April

LET US HELP YOU DOUBLE YOUR EFFECTIVE RANGE!

TRIGGERTIMELLC@OUTLOOK.COM

g Y

COST: $399 per person/per day, group rates available

DATES: April 19th — May 2nd
(one-day courses offered each of these dates)

LOCATION: This course is hosted by by BOTW Pro Dealers
Trigger Time, LLC and held at the Epling Shooting Range in
Reedy, West Virginia

For more info:
304-519-2510
www.triggertimellc.com

Range located on
. 14 north of Spencer
at 4178 Reedy, WV

ONG RANGE SHOOTING SCHOOL

FOR MORE INFO
ABOUT THE BEST OF THE WEST
6 HUSKEMAW OPTICS:

THEBESTOFTHEWEST.NET
HUSKEMAWOPTICS.COM

307-587-2187

115 W. YELLOWSTONE AVE
CODY, WYOMING

FARMERSFRIENDINC2@GMAIL.COM
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31. A one shot instant kill is re-
ferred to as a what?

Stone Shot

32. When persuading an octopus
from its hole, a diver will use the
tip of the spear gun or end of a pole
sling (three prongs) to gently prod
the hole while lightly poking, tap-

YOUR ADVENTURE HEADQUARTERS

5th Wheel

Toy Hauler

Travel Trailer

RV’s Manufactured by
Forest River & Keystone

Kayak Sales
FEELFREE « BIG FISH « SEASTREAM

539 US Highway 33 East
Weston, WV

304.997.8533

Open M-F 8:30am to 5:30pm
Sat 9am to 3pm Closed Sunday

VIEW OUR INVENTORY ONLINE
www.mymountaineerrv.com

ping and pressing against the octo-
pus. What is this called?

Tickling

33. Which place will you catch the
largest bass?

Middle of the lake

34. A species of fish that can change
its gender is called

A hermaphrodite

35. Bass has been caught on lures
such as spinner, hot dogs, crank-
bait, and artificial worms. T/F?
True

36. How many varieties of snook
are found in Florida waters?

Four

37. What is the most poisonous fish
in the world?

Reef stonefish

38. Which fish family is the pil-
chard of a member?

Herring

39. Carp are bottom feeders and
top water feeders as well. T/F?
True

40. What would you call a lobster
with no claws?

Pistol )
continue to page 10

PIPELINER Guns & More
HUNTING & FISHING SUPPLIES
DEER & ANIMAL FEED
856 Arnoldsburg Road

ARNOLDSBURG, WV

Joshua Hedrick has a 6 1/4 pound

brown trout. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Falls and released it.
March/April 2021 ~ Page 8

Eric Burton, from Parkersburg, caught a 43” winter musky at Kanawha




Stop By Our Store OR Shop Online With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You - www.doddsports.com

Major Credit
Cards

RAMBO
+ Electric
Bicycles

Weatherby ¢ Browning ¢ Kimber ¢ Cooper
Ruger * Remington * Winchester
Thompson Center * Glock ¢ Springfield
S&W « Walther ¢ Taurus & More

Huge Selection Of Leupold

Reloading * Scopes * Ammo

i Lttt | s ALRLRA IBRL g
il 1 90 Da Holsters * Knives * Qakley
H uﬂm { o0 Y Large Selection Of 22 Ammo
N — ﬂ&ﬂﬂﬂm Clothing & More
11-6 Mon to Fri |
-5 Sa
SJusHOFfIRtA50;
JAndIClarksburg
103 Maple St.
ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200
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Bill Whitehair caught a 23” rain-

bow trout. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

41. When blue water hunting, div-
ers will often ‘chum’ the water.
This is done to do what?

Bring in game fish and distract
them

42. What is the scariest fish in the
world?

Glass Catfish

43. Which type of reel is the most
accurate?

Baitcasting

44. Many wet flies are designed to
resemble insect larvae that, in the
right season, may accidentally land
in the water and struggle to escape.
This fly is called after what allit-
erative name for brown and black
caterpillars of a number of species?
Woolly worm

46. Which fish has many bright
colors along its sides?

Rainbow Trout

47. What type of fish are members
of the class Asteroidea?

Starfish

Intersection of

2{0]67,¢

Rt. 4 & 20
CAVE Rock Cave, WV
IGA 924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce

Propane Exchange
Beverages & Snacks
Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm Sun Noon to 5PM

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

www.rockcave.iga.com

OLD & NEW SPORTS

JACKSON COUNTY’S
OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY ¢ SELL
TRADE * PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION
IN STOCK

Large Selection Of

Crossbows & Accessorles

RIFLES°SHOTGUNS
PISTOLS°AMMO

Large Selection

LIVE BAIT

Bows
Arrows

M-S 9am to 5pm Sun 12 - 5PM
Rods - Reels & Tackle For:
Bass * Musky - Crappie
Trout - Catfish & More

813 Washington St.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

48. Where would one find a fish’s
caudal fin?

Tail

49. Sailfish, dolphin, wahoo, tri-
pletail, kingfish, and marlin all fall
under the ‘pelagic’ category. T/F?
True

50. What item is commonly used

to get slush out of your ice fishing
hole?
Skimmer

Krystal Rlder from Milton, caught
her biggest rainbow trout.

Advertise In The

W. Va. Sportsman

- Low Rates

* 30 Years In Business
 FREE Online
- Rates On Page 3

Mlke Harper went to Kanawha Co.

for a fine bow buck. Photo courtesy
of Tyler Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.
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Electronic Fish
Finders

Fishing is an activity that involves
lots of fun and enjoyment but for
others, it’s a form of livelihood.
But this activity can be quite hec-
tic and frustrating if at the end of
the day you’re unable to locate
and catch fish. The good news is
technological advancements have
made fishing a lot easier than ever
before for even amateur anglers.
We are talking about depth finders
and fish finders. These devices are
among the most useful fishing tools
available in the market today.

These two essential accessories
for fishing have evolved over the
years into sophisticated units that
give more accurate, precise, and
detailed imaging so users can have
an effective yet stress-free fishing
experience.

Depth finders and fish finders are
often used interchangeably, espe-
cially in marketing ads, when the
truth is they are two different de-
vices, of course with some similar-
ities. In this article, we are going
to explain the basic functionality of
each device and some major facts

Ethan Bonnette harvested a Tyler

Co. buck. Photo courtesy of Tyler Out-
door Supply in Middlebourne.

41vers  GLADY FORK ARCHERY "7
Experience Bowtech ¢ Diamond Tue-Wed-Thur
Bowtuning - Custom Arrows — Accessories ¥
RECURVE By: Samick - Martin CROSSBOWS
2539 Glady Fork Road Ravin
3.8 Miles Off I-79 Exit 96 - Tun Left 10 Point
WESTON, WV  304-269-6292 Centerpoint

you need to know about them so
you can make an informed choice
when you go shopping. Without
further ado, let’s get right into it:
What Is A Depth Finder?

As the name suggests, it’s a de-
vice that simply displays the depth
of water under a water vessel in
a digital read-out. It uses sonar
to send out signals underwater
and measures the time it takes for
a sonic pulse to return from the
depths of the water. A depth finder
is commonly used when detecting
the depth of shallow waters and a

continue to the next page

Russell Dickens bagged a fine bow
buck this year..

CROSSROADS GENERAL

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV

GUNS
R U 304-275-4619
Or Ordered Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Safe 5am-8pm Fr
Showroom 7am-8pm Sat

7am-5pm Sun

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
* Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages * Gasoline Musky Lures
* Food ° Live Bait * Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle * Crossbows

Ravin - Barnette

March/April 2021 ~ Page 11




Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold - Silver - Jewelry - Guns - Electronics * Tools * Archery - And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104
(304) 428 PAWN (7296)

515 Division Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101
(304) 428-7298

www.carlspawnshop.com

NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

graphic display is not needed.

There’s a wide variety of depth
finders that are available for dif-
ferent fishing needs. A basic model
can measure the depth and tempera-
ture of the water. If that is all you
need to make your fishing experi-
ence fruitful, then, by all means,
get a basic depth finder as it’s much
cheaper and simple to use.

However, for novice anglers who
may need more data than that, con-
sider a more sophisticated depth
finder. These top-notch models
have multiple features and a vari-
ety of settings that provide all sorts
of data. You can also choose from
different fishing modes, whether
shallow water, slow trolling, fast
trolling, or ice fishing.

While you can achieve any of
these fishing modes by simply ad-
justing where you point your depth
finder, different settings on the

high-end models can allow you to
adjust your device to focus on the
types of data retrieval you want.
What Is A Fish Finder?

The main purpose of a fish find-
er is to reduce the number of time
anglers spend looking for fish and
increase the catch rate. This device
utilizes the same sonar technology
but actually gives a graphic image/
video of what’s happening under
the water, including what the bot-
tom looks like and any objects
present like fish, wrecks, etc. Mod-
ern fish finders include features
like radar and electronic compass-
es, GPS capabilities, and more, all
aimed at making them more effec-
tive at showcasing the exact loca-
tion of fish.

Understanding Fish Finders

There’s so much to know about
fish finders and in the following
texts, we are going to cover as

March/April 2021 ~ Page 12

much as possible so you can know
how to choose the best fish finders.
Let’s start with how does fish find-
er works. This device consists of
two major parts: a head unit with a
screen and a transducer. The latter
generates a sound wave underwa-

ter. .
continue to the pagel4

Holly Lewis, from French Creek,
got a 10 point in Randolph County.
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Racks Are
Seasonal
* Book A Hunt
Now For Fall

Exotic Animals
Available NOW

OUTDOOR EXPO MAY 22 & 23

LOCATED AT OUR RANCH IN ALBRIGHT

Featuring Jacob’s Farrier Band Sat. 2-4PM

* Outdoor Vendors -+ Craft Vendors < Raffles
+ Wedding Vendors - Food Vendors

VENDOR SPACE AVAILABLE _ Call For Info
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Hunting License Is Not Required
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When this sound wave encounters
something solid like fish, rock, or
even the bottom of the water col-
umn, it reflects back to the trans-
ducer. The return time and strength
of the signal speak to the distance
and hardness of the object, respec-
tively.

The waves reflected from fish are
often displayed differently from
those coming from corals, rocks,
and other obstructions, so are the
symbols displayed on the screen.
This allows users to know exactly
what underneath the water for a
successful fishing experience.
How Accurate Are Fish Finders

Most anglers will agree that this
is an extremely effective tool that
allows users to see what’s under-
neath the water, among other data,
thus improving your chances of
catching fish. With that being said,
it all comes down to your particu-
lar device and how you install and
configure it. This is what will de-
termine how accurate a fish finder
is. The first step to getting the most
out of your device is buying the
right one in the first place.

There are several things to consid-
er when buying the best fish find-
ers, and they include:

Type of fish finder in the market

These devices can be categorized
into several different types based
on how they function and some

continue to the next page

lﬂﬂm@@ l@ﬁﬁ & Carrveut

LIVE BAIT
* Worms - Minnows
* Fishing Tackle
* Hunting Equipment
* Beverages - Beer
* Food - Concessions

INTERSECTION RT.5 & 53
484 LITTLE KANAWHA PKWY

ELIZABETH, WV
304-275-4444

Burnsfamilystore@gmail.com

Mon-Sat Sam to 11pm
Sun 8am to 9pm

anowi'é
Shiners
IMVEIBAIT

Brian Malcolm, from Masontown,
reeled in a spring trout.

Senta Hall,
hooked a big rainbow trout.

from Mineralwells,

50 Yard Shot
INDOOR RANGE
OPEN NOW

304-622-8440

- Harold Cogar,
Wi Owner

THE BOW SHOP

NEW BOW TUNING
PRO SHOP

HOYT ¢« MATHEWS ¢« DIAMOND * BOWTECH ¢ MISSION * PEARSON
Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

CROSSBOWS: Ravin - Parker - Cam X - Sub 1
> Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Across RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV

Open 10AM to 9PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat. & Sun.
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Brandon Wolfe harveted a nice 8
point buck this season.

extra and important features they
possess. Here are the common cat-
egories for fish finders:

Standalone fish finders: These
units collect the basic data about
the world underwater, including
structural features, water depth,
and water temperature and dis-
play it on the screen to help users.
They offer the most performance
and biggest display for the least
fish finder price. Therefore, if you
have a small boat that you use to
fish mostly on inland lakes and are
on a limited budget, standalone fish
finders is your go-to.

Combination fish finders: Combo
units are ideal for mid-sized boats
and if you want some navigating
component. They feature a good
GPS receiver for navigation to the
fishing grounds with some even
creating a map of the unmapped
water areas, all of which can make
your next fishing trip less of a has-
sle. You can either view the sonar
and the GPS on the screen simulta-
neously or independently.

Networked system: These are fish
finders with all the bells and whis-
tles as they support a huge range
of data sources, including GPS,

YAMAHA
OUTBOARD
Authorized
Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg, WV)

740-846-0062

www.7riversmarine.com

We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard & Inboard Motors

SiriusXM radio, radar and video.
Many support WiFi and Bluetooth
functions, allowing you to control
them from your smartphone.

For those who are wondering, “Do
I need 2 fish finders?” Well, this
may be necessary if you are a se-

rious fisherman who wants to take
advantage of all the help they can
get.

The problem is it is not easy to
manage both devices at a time,
which is where the networking

cntinue to the next page

= =
Z

JACKSON
COUNTY
PAWN

]

MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-NOON  Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans

NEW & USED GUNS

N
C RAVENSWOOD, WV
i 303-273-5961

506 WALNUT ST.

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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{loyd’s SPORTSMAN CENTER

Hunting * Fishing * Camping * Boating
Carhartt Clothing - Muck * Georgia * Wolverine Boots
Ammunition - Fly Fishing - Hackle - Targets - Scents

Gun Cleaning - Lots of Fishing Equipment - Much More!
RYV and Boat Equipment - Hardware - Tools

Exit 67 Off Of I-79 - Rt 19 North 1/4 Mile
Sutton, WV 304-765-3332

mechanism comes in. These net-
worked systems can be linked di-
rectly within themselves or using
a hub, which allows users to share
screens and even the functionality
of your fish finders.

Features available for fish finders.
A transducer is said to be the heart
of a fish finder as it’s the part that
generates and receives the sonar
waves. There are different types of
transducers with varying cone an-
gles and beams, frequencies (sin-
gle, dual, multiple, or CHIRP tech-
nology), power, and so on. Other
things to consider when choosing
the right transducer are the imag-
ing technique (down-scan or side-
scan imaging), water-resistance,
and compatibility with your boat/
kayak in terms of mounting tech-
nique.

When it comes to the head part
of the fish finder, it’s important to
consider the screen size, color, and
resolution.

While these are the main things
to look for in a fish finder, modern

models come with several add-
ons to help make your fishing trip
easier and unforgettable. Common
additional features of a fish finder
include GPS capabilities for navi-
gation, as well as Wi-Fi and Blue-
tooth functions for more synchro-
nized operations.

Portable vs. fixed fish finder

Do you want your fish finder to be
continue to page 18

Young Gavin Blake got a nice

buck. Photo courtesy of Tyler Outdoor
Supply in Middlebourne.

SPENCER’S

TAXIDERMY
[, 304-824-3745 5
iR

Over 55 Years
BIRDS ¢ FISH « ANTLERS

Experience

LIFE SIZE MOUNTS GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV

ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE
FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

Steve Hamilton used a bow for a

tall racked buck. Photo courtesy of
Hardcore Hunters in Grafton.

NEW 17 Pitch 13 3/4 - 4 Blade
Mercury Trophy
Stainless Propeller
And Hubs

« Ideal 70 to 135 HP ©

Wiioeuver. $200

BOONER’S BOW SEIQP

3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

-Archery Shoots

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Located On Larkmead Rd

Parkersburg, WV 304-863-6962

MISSION

BEAR

‘Leagues
‘Group
Discounts

@HOytu::
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mounted permanently to the water
vessel or the portable ones? There
are pros and cons to both options.
For instance, portable fish finders
are ideal for rented boats while the
permanent ones are always ready
for use at any time and don’t re-
quire much time to setup.
Ease of use of fish finders

What is the easiest to use fish find-
er? Well, most fish finders are built

with low learning curves so users
can get to fishing as soon as possi-
ble, but there are a few that might
take more time to get a hang of.
Consider one with an intuitive de-
sign, easy to install and configure,
and features a quick-start and off
option.
Cost of fish finders

Fish finders are available at differ-
ent price ranges to suit every bud-

* FIBERGLASS
* ALUMINUM
* PONTOON

2021 Boats In Stock
Great Selection Of Quality Used Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available

Pontoon & Bass Boats
www.wrightsriversidemarine.com

Marine
Rt. 2 South of

St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

> E - TEC G2

Wright’s Riverside

Certified Servicz Depa~tment

#1 In District Total Horsepower Dealer

Outboards

E.
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get. There are units as low as $50
or below and as high as $300 and
above. The higher the price, the
more features a fish finder will be
and the better it is for your fishing
experience. So, do cheap fish find-
ers work? Yes, they do although
they offer only the basic informa-
tion that is still pretty helpful to
anglers.

The price of a fish finder will also
depend on the brand. There are sev-
eral different brands of fish finders
with the most popular ones includ-
ing Hummingbird, Raymarine,
Garmin, Furuno and Lowrance.
Each of these brands is unique and
offers a wide range of fish finders
at different price points to suit ev-
ery consumer’s needs.

Advertise in the
W. Va. Sportsman
- Low Rates
* Reach Customers

* 30 Years In Business
 FREE Online

www.wvasportsman.net

Taylor Lopez harvested a very
wide racked buck. Photo courtesy of
Hardcore Hunters in Grafton.



HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

Located In The United Oilfield Building
Rapala ¢ Yo-Zuri « Matzuo * Norman ¢ Strike King * Berkely ¢ Storm
Castiac * KW * Rage * Yamamoto * Yum ¢ Rebel * Bandit ¢ 6th Sense
Bomber ¢ AC Shiner * Jackall » Havoc ¢ Net Bait * Z Man * Gamakatsu
VMC ¢ Cabin Creek ¢ Rick Clunn ¢ Bass Pro * Live Target « AAT
Duel * Lunkerhunt * River 2 Sea * Lucky Strike * Reaction « KVD
Zoom ¢ FYAO ¢ Missle * Venom ¢ Gulp ¢ Cotton Cordell + & MORE!

Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories * Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Bass Pro Shop

OPEN:
7am to 6pm Mon/Fri
7am to 6pm Sat/Sun

RODS: AVORITE - LEW’S
CASHION - BERKLEY
FENWICK - ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO - G LOOMIS - HALO
13 FISHING - ST. CROIX
PENN - DAIWA

LIVE BAIT

Minnows * Worms ¢ Mealworms

L -.'..:.JI
i
'i
_:._'nMU§KY
SMUTTY DOG - LEOPARDIS CRANE |
TYRANT - JH BAIT - BITE BACK
: JONES - HUGHES RIVER - BOGGS
= COBB’S - MYERS - LLUNGEN
CRANKBAITS RED OCTOBER - HOTTAIL & MORE

TACKLE Just QOutside Of Parkersburg
13520 Emerson Ave.
Ohio River Outdoors LLC Williamstown, WV 26187 On RT. 2 304_91 6_1 800
On Facebook 3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit
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Caravan Migration | ARCHERY FOOD PLOT
Ruger * Excaliber - Numerous
Caravan Migration Ruger 10/22 Striker zeziks
— The Caravans are coming! The CB:?(\,I\;SSb T LIVE BAIT
Caravans are coming again! With Hardcore Hunters ) W.o rms
the news of the election and Biden | DEER FEED * Minnows
in charge, there are people from ’ Corr‘ * More
various countries joining caravans | - Available By SUPPLIES
headed for the United States. They The Ton $260 - Scents
are hoping that they can get into |~ Custom Blends - Trail Cams
Available * More

America, where they think every-
thing is free and easy. The prob-
lem starts at the border. When we
insist on entry requirements, like
Not being a convicted felon, hav-
ing a sponsor, having education
and/or skills that are needed here,
not physically ill and an assortment
of other things, we make sure the
people who enter are going to be
able to work and become produc-
tive members of our society. These
people, legal immigrants, are wel-
come!

As we all know, there are some
who would like to come here, that
do not wish America well, do not
wish to join us, & do not want to
work. These few want to make our
country become more like the plac-

es they just left. They will stop at  Brian Clark recled in an 8 1/2 Ryan Johnson used a bow for his
continue to page 22 pound walleye on the Kanawha. nice buck.

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stop by our fully
stocked hunting
and fishing store!

" _- Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
: Sat 9-3
i 'ﬁ, Closed Sunday
1102 West Main St. | {§.¢ y
Grafton, WV DEER ATT. RAC TANTS
304-265-9278 CORN - FEED _ |

. . . . NOW BOOKING
Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min- FOR SPRING & SUMMER
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course SEASON RENTALS
and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area Easy Access To Public
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
e A/IC e Easy Access Acres On Stonecoal
TV -DVD * Great View Of Lake For More Info & Reservations
e Barbecue Grill * Fully Equipped Kitchen
e Large Porch Area Including Dishwasher 304'452'9876
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Open To Public Fishing On
April12, 2021

BILOWIOUT

CATFISH TOURNAMENT

APRILIO & 11 |

8am to 8pm
Hour Break 1pm to 2pm

*ESTIMATED $60,000
PAYOUT ON 100 FISHERMEN - Will Take 165
* SATURDAY TOURNAMENT - 100 to 165
* SUNDAY TOURNAMENT - 100 to 165

$635 CASH ENTRY FEE

FISH DAY ONE AND YOU CAN
PayAGAINFORDAYTWo ~ ONE

« 2 SEPERATE TOURNAMENTS POLE

Choose Which Day - Or Fish Both
Call 740-378-6606 Or Message Us On FACEBOOK At
Paradise Xtreme And Leave Your Name To Register
¢ MUST Be At The Tournament By 6am For Spots
And Bring Your CASH In The Morning To Pay

Paradise Xtreme

PAYS 5 Places Each Hour + Big Fish

Each Day /IDEQ ON FACEBOOK 65820 St. Rt. 124
Regular Tournaments $10 + ticket - Friday & Saturday 6pm to Midnite. REEEDS"“_'_E. ﬂl'“o

Pays 1st and 2nd. Camping Area 45772
BAIT SHOP -
* Lots of Live Bait Bait Shﬂp Phone
+ Tackle - Rods - Reels 740-378'6533
OPEN
2 Lakes
24 Miles From

Sun to Thu 8am to 11pm
Fri & Sat 8m to Midnite

After Hours - Put Your
Money and Name in Slot
* Big Fish Holding Area = :
+ $23 (CASH) for 12 hours of fishing * 2 poles ($5 extra for a 3rd pole).
This inludes the slots & jars. Credit Cards & Checks Not Accepted.
Under 6 years old FREE - 7 to 12 years old $11.50 (CASH) - must pay full price to get in the slots & jars

open Parkersburg

24/7 21 Miles From
Ravenswood
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IRVINE’S CAMPERS

740-989-2291 800-987-4275
www.irvinescamper.com

Located close to Parkersburg, WV On US Rt. 50
2 Miles From The Corridor D Bridge

17 State Rt. 555  Little Hocking, Ohio

NEW 200+ Campsites ¢ All Utilities
USED Cabins With Jacuzzis 9
Exclusive Stocked Trout %

Jayco Dealer Tube Rentals

Cable TV
R\

nothing to destroy the American
way of life. They wish, “Death to
America!” and they will do ev-
erything in their power to help
their country of origin to achieve
their goals including terrorist at-
tacks. Changing Laws, changing
what is taught as history in our
schools, indoctrinates our youth
against us and our way of life. We
want to welcome those who come
here with good will in their hearts,
whole-heartedly, while screening
out those who are bent on our de-
struction. Our Former President,
Donald J. Trump, understood this
and built the wall to stem the tide
of illegals entering through Mexi-
co. Meanwhile, Nancy Pelosi has
a wall around her personal home
and has recently put up a wall
around the Capitol. She’s afraid of
the American people, the “Filthy
Walmart people,” who she sees as
inferior to herself and all the oth-
er elitists in Congress. So, She can

Tanar Puskas caught a 5 3/4 pound

rainbow trout. Photo courtesy of Mid-
dle Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

US Rt 33
have 2 walls and the American 9 Miles East Of Elkins
people can’t have one? Really?!? BOWDEN,WV

304-636-0023
www.revelles.com

Northern Colorado Marketing
Group is proud to present this fine-
ly engraved Special-Limited Edi-
tion Ruger 10/22.

Wheeler’s Ad On Page 35 -

These are a Wholesale Dealer
Exclusive. Easy to market. Just try
one and see what your clients say!
Rest assured, these rifles will be-
come treasured Family Heirlooms
worthy of passing down to your
client’s future generations. We can
do a Special Limited-edition just
for You! No competition for sales!
Ask when you call!

Perhaps your clients need a spe-
cial present for Birthdays, Christ-
mas, Holidays, Retirements, Em-
ployee Bonuses or Incentives,
Executive Bonuses & Incentives,
Special Events & Fundraising. We
can help!

8666109921Toll Free

Ask for Rosemary

Northern  Colorado  Marketing i A T _ ?
Group ; Lt D
1716 E. Lincoln Ave. Unit A Dallas Duncan Jr. had a huge 11
Ft Collins, CO 80524 point Fayette County - 172 net.

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN SHOP

SPORTING GOODS « PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS ¢ SCOPES - AMMO
MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK

69 N. MAIN ST.
PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268
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GO Online
FREE

www.wvasportsman.net

Back issues from 2006 on
Huge amount of pics




COVID 19

We encourage all West Virginians to follow safe guidelines in the fight against this virus.
Take an opportunity to visit the numerous tourist destinations that this wonderful state offers.

Hopefully this will be all behind us soon. Be safe and good luck this hunting season.

VISITEWESIRVIRGINIA

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

* Satellite TV and DVD player

* Gas log fireplace and air conditioning

* Full bath with shower

* Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
playground and horseshoe pits

* Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts

* Open 365 days a year

* Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
Palmer Golf course. 2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
hunting just two minutes away.

* All log cabins are exceptionally clean
and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home.

* Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
safe environment

* Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.

* Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft.

* Six person cabins have king or queen beds
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
dishwasher, and washer and dryer.

* Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
Two baths and an eight person hot tub.

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhaven.com

website: www.hillbillyhaven.com
First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91
one mile south on US 19 towards lake

Call or visit our website for rates, additional
information, and policies. A 50% deposit is

required for resrvations. Major credit cards
are accepted.

* Accessible cabin available.

* Join the fun this year.

Is It Prespawn or Spawning Time?

It’s time to hit the water. We all
know the bass are either in their
prespawn, spawn or postspawn
mode. But, how do you tell the dif-
ference?

The first thing to understand is
that each mode is different. The
prespawn happens when the base
water temperature rises to about 58
degrees. Base temperature means
the water temperature when you
take your boat to the main part of
the lake first thing in the morning.
Once the base rises above 60, the
spawn is going to happen.

The only way to tell if the
postspawn is happening is by ex-
amining the spawning areas. If you
see lots of bass fry around the shal-
low cover, you’re probably looking
at the postspawn.

Here’s a side note you might find
interesting: ~ Garmin  measures
about 2 degrees below Lowrance.
Humminbird measures about 1 de-
gree below Lowrance. I've fished
Lowrance so long that I use it as

ST L8
Bryson Troyer’s Wood County-
buck has a unique face.
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my benchmark for predicting what
the female bass are — and will be
— doing.

Now that we have the temperature
business out of the way let’s take a

continue to page 26

Mark Moran caught a couple of
nice smallmouth bass.



RoY'SRV THE RV GIANT

SUPERCENTER= g POWERSPORTS BEAI.EB

_'394 636.1690
8004477697 W

3437 Beverly Pike,
Elkins WV 26241
WWW.Iroysrv.com by A
#1 Dealer in West Virginia
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RoY'SRV THE RV GIANT

SUPERCENTER= & POWERSPORTS DEALER

304.636.1690 '
800.447.7697 y
3437 Beverly Pike, —
Elkins WV 26241

WWW.roysrv.com
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closer look at each of the phases.

Prespawn is best described as the
time when bass start moving to the
spawning areas and looking for a
place to build a bed. They really
get territorial the closer it gets to
the spawn.

Vibrating baits like crankbaits,
spinnerbaits and bladed jigs are
great during this time because the
bass are defensive, and the vibra-
tions trigger them to bite. One bo-
nus bait I like is a jig such as a Mis-
sile Jigs Mini Flip. It has some bulk
to it and can be a great lure during
the prespawn.

Rock and grass are key pieces
of cover during the prespawn, but
docks, wood, laydowns and any-
thing else that’s a little different
from the surrounding area can also
hold bass during this time.

The spawn changes things. The
bass don't tend to chase lures, and
they don’t show much interest in
anything with a hard vibration.
Soft plastics are usually the way to
go here. They’re my choice 80% of
the time.

My preference is for creature
baits — small and large. I love
the Missile Baits Baby D Stroyer
as a search bait, but the full-size
D Stroyer can really trigger bites
when they are actually on the bed.
Target protected pockets and iso-
lated cover. It’s all about finding
where they are spawning.

Once the spawn is over, your tac-
tics need to change. Finesse baits
and topwater offerings are the
name of the game. The exception
to what I just said is during the
shad spawn. Then, a spinnerbait
or a swim jig rule the day. Or, you
might try a topwater bait. My fa-
vorites are poppers and frogs.

Another great postspawn presen-
tation is a power drop-shot rig.
That’s nothing more than a drop-

BERRY’S CAMPGROUND

~ Overnight Camping
" 1 New River Road

| Hinton, WV
) Hinton, Bait & Tackle

Great Fishing
Catamaran Rentals
Snacks & Cold Drinks

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

35;936(??’;;0 Kayak & Tube Rentals
(cel 304-466-4199

www.berryscamp.com  berrycampinfo@aol.com
www.waterdawgoutdoors.com

Large Selection Of Carhartt Clothing ~ Georgia Boots
PERCEPTION « WILDERNESS + 3 WATERS * MALIBU + JOHNNY BOATS KAYAKS

Water Dawg Outdoors

Lots Of Fishing Tackle - Southern WV’s Kayak Dealer
308 Hinton Bypass Hinton, WV 304-309-5213

shot rig with heavier line and a big-

ger worm. We make a kit especially

designed for this at Missile Baits.
Don’t let early season bass fishing

get the better of you. Take some

time and figure out what the bass

are doing. It’1l be time well spent.
Good luck this seson!

I; - L‘k -
Alex Goff and Zach Horrocks caught some nice early season smallmouth.
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Spring Channel
Catfish Methods

April is a month of activities.
The Robins begin to show and the
songbirds begin to sing signaling
the coming of spring and the end
of winter. For the hunter it means
strutting gobblers. For the angler it
means warming waters and the be-
ginning of a great season of great
fun and fresh fillets. Here are a few
tips on how to catch early spring
channel catfish.

Most anglers I know begin to pre-
pare their crappie poles and sharpen
their jig heads for some deep brush
Jjigging or spider rigging some tuff-
ies along creek channels leading to
known spawning grounds or sunk-
en stake beds. This is a great time
for some cruising crappies but it
can be just as good for channel cats
as old man winter loses ground.

This time of year can be deceiv-
ing as the air temperature rises the
catfish angler can’t wait to get on
the water. The problem is that the
water takes a while to warm even
with bright sunny days and warmer
weather. The important thing with
early spring cat fishing is water
temp. Finding the warmer water on
any lake will be the focus and just
a few degrees can make all the dif-
ference.

Jason Conner landed a 46” musky
last fall.

Starting $150

iy Hunting Beagles

Pups PKC/AKC/UKC/NKC Pups~Hunting/Field Trial Dogs
Hunting Lights » Garmin GPS Tracking System « Diamond Deluxe
Dog Collars & Straps ¢ Easy Loader ¢ All Types Of Vinyl Coated Wire

David Dewees (304) 545-3820 By Appointment Only
3223 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV 25248

LOCATING EARLY SPRING
CHANNEL CATFISH

Look for temp changes in shallow
coves. The larger the area of shal-
low water the quicker it will warm
providing great catfish action. Wa-
ter 1 to 4 feet is a great place to
look as the springtime sun is drawn
to the dark bottom of the lake caus-
ing the water to warm quicker in
these areas. I know it is tempting to
fish deep when the water temps are
so low but catfish do feed in these
shallow areas as the water begins
to warm. The warmer water defi-

nitely stimulates the cold blooded
continue to page 29

Young Kole Biddle bagged a fine
12 point in Wood County.

REELS
RODS

PSE Bear

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden - Super Duper - Strike King
Berkley - Mepps - Owner + Zoom * Yum - Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn - Zoom - Trout Magnet - Eagle Claw - Daiwa
Cabin Creek - Shakespeare - St. Croix * Zebco - Case

Ugly Stik - Gitzit - Rebel - Heddon - Rapala & More!

Camping Supplies * Musky Tackle * Marine Products
1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive

Crab Orchard, WV

PC OUTDOORS

Hoo Doo

Killer Instinct Barnett g5y aks

m< =—r-

- —-D>W

304-466-1444
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STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT oyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best

WVU JACKSON’S MILL musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut
STONECOAL LAKE stone masonry building in North America. Home to
TRANS_ALLEGHENY LUNA‘”C ASYLUM West Virginia's largest yard sale. 18 championship

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your

W he re ‘ ege nd S next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
are Made

Lewis County CVB on Facebook or www.stonewallcountry.com 304-269-7328
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cats causing them to prowl but an
even stronger motivator is the food
found in these shallow coves in the
spring.

In the winter there is a natural die
off of fish that occurs and if your
lake has shad, which most suc-
cessful catfish lakes do, then the
amount of food floating below the
surface of the lake can be extraor-
dinary. This die off provides catfish
with a much needed food source
to begin the spawn that is nearing
with the warming of water. Instinct
will prevail and the catfish know
that these wind swept coves have
trapped lots of dead fish from the
winterkill and they do take advan-
tage of this natural occurrence.

Wind to an angler can be a nui-
sance or a great ally. In the case
of early spring cat fishing wind is
your ally. Not only does wind help
mix the water and help to warm
these shallow coves but it also
tends to push these dead fish into
these coves. The important thing
is to find the combination of large
shallow cove and a wind that blows
directly into this cove. If the wind
is not blowing directly into the
cove then try to at least locate a
side wind and fish the bank being
lapped with the wind blown water.
BEST CATFISH BAIT

Rick McCloy hooked a 5 pound,

10 oz. trout. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

The choice of bait seems obvious.
Cut shad is the way to go for this
time of year and does work but I
tend to mix it up a little. Most of
the fish will focus on dead shad so

E

NNIAL

) S 22 North Locust Street
you definitely want a rig with cut
shad but I usually rig a pole or two BUCkhannOH, WV
with something different just in 26201

case it stimulates a fish that might
be attracted to something a little
different. I have to say that some-
times the different bait far outper-
forms the shad but always have
cut shad in the boat, as it will work
best most of the time. Some other
bait I use is fresh chicken livers
and where legal fresh bluegill fil-
lets work great.

First scale the bluegill then fil-
let. The scales trap the smell of
the meat and needs to be removed.
Some will argue that the smellier

the bait the better. Fresh bait has
continue to the page 31

(304) 472-4100

. ..
David Lucas hunted in Mason
County for his wide racked buck.

GUNS

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

Crossbhows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
Expert Bow Tuning * Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels 5AM to 9PM
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies 7 Davs A Week
Nitro * Mike’s * Joe’s Flies * Berkley e o e

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569
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Great Outdoors

F Classic )GL

- $13, 390

(Plus Frelght & Prep)
. w/50 HP MERCURY
"FOURSTROKE MOTOR

TRACKER

OFF ROAD

WYV’s Exclusive Dealer

WV’s #1 Dealer

Huntington, West Virginia

1-64 Exit 8, then 4 miles south

www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com
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always worked well for me and
seems to attract the larger fish as
well. I may be wrong, but I keep
the stinky stuff out of my boat and
stick to fresh or fresh frozen. I have
caught fish on the rotten stuff, but
wasted a lot of time with missed
strikes and smaller fish.

Since going to strictly fresh bait
the number of bites dropped off,
but the action on bigger fish in-
creased. I waste little time on small
fish. I spend my time fighting nice
size channel catfish to the boat.
Thirty minutes in one spot is all I’'ll
wait before searching for another
cove. Keep moving, but don’t for-
get that first cove later in the day.
The catfisfish may move up while
you search other parts of the lake.
BEST CATFISH RIG SETUP

Tackle for Channel Cats is sim-
ple, but a couple of tricks can help
your success. You want to start
with at least a medium to medium
heavy rod. I use a heavy rod be-
cause when targeting big channel
catfish I’ve landed several over
ten pounds. These big channel
catfish can put up a fight and are
often in the middle of thick brush.
If you’re like me you’ll start with
regular gear that you’ve used for

Tom Berga landed an early season
sauger and a walleye.

Financing Available

GROVE MARINE

~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon

304-547-5044

7 MILES EAST OF
WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD

Triadelphia, WV

years to catch three pound fish. Af-
ter hooking into and losing a giant
channel catfish prowling the shal-
lows you’ll decide that heavy gear
is important. There are also giant

flathead catfish living in the same
areas that big channel catfish live.
The last thing you want is to tan-
gle with a forty-pound flathead in a
continue to the next page

Young Luke Samples hooked this 44”” musky in his backyard on the Gua-

ley River. He was fishing in late February.

4876 Route 152

www.rodgersmithmarine.com

Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487

Skeeter
South Bay

Yamaha
Honda
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brushpile with wimpy gear.
SLIP SINKER CATFISH RIG
Another well-known trick is the
slip sinker. These fish are very sen-
sitive to pressure and if they feel
any at all they will drop the bait.
I have yet decided whether a free
spool is better than tight lining.
All my rigs free spool just in case
I miss a bite he can keep running
until I can get to the rod. If I see the
bite I set the hook immediately. I
tend not to tight line because I have
seen too many dropped bites when
they feel the tension. The hook, I
believe, will slip right out when the
fish spits the bait covered hook out
of its mouth. So experiment and
draw your own conclusion.

Another lesson I have learned is
not to cover your hook. I used to
cover the hook with bait for fear the
fish might feel the hook and spook.
I now leave the hook point uncov-
ered as best I can so that when the
fish inhales the bait the point is ex-
posed and even if the fish decides
to spit it out there is a better chance
the point will find its mouth on the
way out.

SINKER SLIDES FOR CATFISH-
ING

Remington -

Park Center

RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

Terminal tackle for catfishing
should consist of a solid hook and
a heavy monofilament leader with
swivel at the top. Above the leader
should be a single bead and then a
slider for your weight. These slid-
ers are inexpensive and are slicker
than just a slip sinker on your main
line which tends to abrade your
line causing premature breaks and
risk of losing a giant catfish.

PICKING YOUR CATFISH LINE

continue to page 34

Winchester - Weatherby - Browning * Rossi

PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Large Seletion
Of Trout
Tackle & Baits

. B1agssoy\ - AludaH - 43N - Iydsueiq

CROSSBOWS BY: RAVIN
* BARNETTE « BEAR « KILLER
INSTINCT « CARBON EXPRESS

Riley Markle got a quality buck in

Braxton County - 7 years old. COMPOUND BOWS BY:
MATHEWS « HOYT * BEAR
SURE
., CATCH
FISH FARM

CATFIS 5 MILES NORTH OF
AT & TAckLe ELKINS, WV

OLD RT. 219
|304-636-1278 |  STALNAKER RD.

OPEN FRI/SAT 9AM - DARK
Sat Night Catfish Till 12AM WEEKDAYS
SUN 12:30PM - DARK ~ BY APPOINTMENT

CATFISH IN MAY

Auaqi - yv3 - uiep - yoslzeag - abnoy

LARGE SELECTION
Of Guns & Ammo

Kimber - T-C Encore - Traditions + CVA - Thompson Center
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MON-FRI 8-5 SAT 9-5

Paradise RVs  yuww

[

VIKING * APEX « ADRENALINE
CATALINA « SANDPIPER * SPIRIT

[BASSTBOATS ™ s

JON BOATS

e .r"'..r‘- .

NEW & USED | .
RV’S
BOATS

Lots Of
RV Parts

: Service
Weather Tech Products

www.paradiservs.net
138 Colt Industrial Dr.
MOUNT HOPE, WV 25909
304-860-1948

-:__- _ ____E._._;— —c /-F B i
I5THWHEELS & NOTORHOMES ngg
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Racoon & Skunk Hats

~

Tnni o

NIGHT EYES

Predator Lights & Calls
WV Distributor
410 3rd Run Road

GLENVILLE, WV 26351

1/4 Mile From Rt. 5 on Tanner Road

William’s Fur & rappmg Supply Shop Fo

4 Beaver Hides

Buying & Trapping

9
Smokey’s
Deer Lures, Calls & Baits
World’s Only Pre-Orbital Gland Lure

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT NOW

304-462-7028

* Full Line Of Trapping Supplies

* Large Assortment Of Dog Collars
And Leads - Engraved Name Tags

* Full Line Of Fur House Supplies

* Skinning - Fleshing & Tanning

* Large Assortment Of Tanned Furs

ur Generations Of Fur & Hides. Beaver Hoops

* Mountain Man Raccoon Hats

¢ Skulls & Skull Dipping - Bear
Rugs. Deer - Coyote - Beaver
Mink - Squirrel - Bobcat Furs

* All Types Of Snares - Traps &
Cable Stakes

* Large Selection Of Lures & Urines

* Buyer Of Raw Furs & Hides

* Deer Attractants & Lures

Your main line should be heavy
mono or braided line. I choose
mono for my leader to give some
stretch at the hook and also with-
stand the abrasion effects of heavy
brush a little better than braided
line. This is another trick learned

Whitney Rader used a crossbow in
Gilner County for a great buck.

the hard way. Braided line is strong
for its diameter and allows me to
get much more on my reels while
still using thirty to fifty pound test
line. The braided lines will not hold
their strength however with the
slightest abrasion so check it often.

Bernard Drennen harvested a 9
point in Gilmer County

CRISS SALES & SERVICE

(304)
472-1474
OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

Husqvarna
Shindaiwa & More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

Young Ty Longwell bagged his
first buck. Photo courtesy of Tyler Out-
door Supply in Middlebourne.

BRUSHY FORK MART

Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

Gasoline LIVE
BAIT

Diesel
Kerosene
WV Lottery & Powerball
We Have SHINERS
and CRAPPIE MINNOWS

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm—

Sun 7am to 9pm fem

304-472-5132
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Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19 Walkersville

Ammo

Live Bait

Game Checking
Fishing Supplies

Camp Sites - Full Hookups

Chalets - Call For Reservations
Eat-in or Carry Out Food - Pizza
Hoagies - Subs - Burgers
Beverages - More

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson
Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes

304-452-8870
GAS

6am to 10pm Mon - Sat
9am to 9pm Sun

WYV Gold Rush Returns

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA.
— On March 16, Gov. Jim Jus-
tice announced that the West Vir-
ginia Gold Rush is returning for
its fourth year. For the first time,
Gold Rush will include 12 days
of trout stockings at some of the
state's most popular fishing lakes
and streams.

“Every year through our incred-
ible Gold Rush program, more
and more people are discovering
the thrill of fishing in West Vir-
ginia’s pristine waters, surrounded
by the awe-inspiring nature we are
blessed to enjoy in one of the most
beautiful places on Earth. Many
are creating memories and fami-
ly bonds that will last a lifetime,”
Gov. Justice said.

From March 23 to April 3, the
WVDNR will stock 50,000 gold-
en rainbow trout at 62 lakes and
streams, including waters in or near
15 state parks and forests. Stock-
ings are scheduled to run through
April 3. Stocking locations can be
found at GoldRushWV.com.

Convenience Store * Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies * Souveniers
Game Checking Station « Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 | WA 9T\ ¥y

"The golden rainbow trout is a re-
ally unique fish and a little more
difficult to catch than a regular
rainbow trout, which makes them
a trophy for many anglers," said
WVDNR Hatchery Program Man-
ager Jim Hedrick. "Once you see
their unmistakable, bright-yellow
color in the water, you can't help
but get excited and we hope folks
are able to get out this year and en-
joy this exciting event."

WYV State Parks Discount

A discount associated with Gold
Rush 1is also available at sever-
al state parks and forests. Those
interested in booking a stay can
checkout using the discount code
"GOLD" online at WVstateparks.
com for 15% off their entire lodge
or cabin reservation. Exclusions
apply and details can be found at
W Vstateparks.com/deals.

“Gold Rush is an exciting event
that encourages anglers and their
families to visit our lakes, streams

continue to the next page

“Business Goes Where Invited
Stays Where Appreciated”

Colonial Qotel - Motel

Hunters & Fishermen

TV &AC Welcome FREE
Parking
304-472-3000]  Genter Of City

24 N. Kanawha St.
BUCKHANNON, WV 26101

Dalton Cutwright, owner

FREE Online
www.wvasportsman.net

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING
CAMPING

HARD TO FIND AMMO
22LR - 22MAG
243 - 22/250 - 222

Camo Clothing ¢ Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment

Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels

Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
506 FIREHOUSE ROAD

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

www.leesonsmotors.com

@O KYMCO lm

ATV & UTV’s

LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES ¢ FINANCE ¢+ PARTS * SERVICE

320 West Main Street
Bridgeport, WV

(304) 842-5469
A~ l o S SUZUKIL ey g Used

Motorcycles
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and wonderful parks and forests
all throughout the state,” said West
Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources Director Stephen McDan-
iel. "Not only is this event great
for tourism, it provides exciting
opportunities for kids and new an-
glers to enjoy trout fishing."

Gold Rush Giveaways

In addition to extending Gold
Rush to 12 days, the WVDNR is
increasing the number of priz-
es anglers can win for catching a
tagged trout. This year, 100 trout
will receive a special numbered
tag, which can be entered to win
one of four prizes. The grand prize
is a three-night cabin stay at Black-
water Falls State Park. Other prizes
include one-night cabin stays at a
state park or forest, West Virginia
State Parks gift cards and exclu-
sive Gold Rush merchandise.

For those who don't reel in one
of the 100 golden rainbow trout
with a tag, there are still chances
to win prizes by signing up to re-
ceive travel tips and information
from the WVDNR at GoldRush-
WV.com.

Gerald Martin caught a nice golden
trout. This is the kind of fish you
are trying to catch in the WV Gold

Rush. If you happen to catch a
nice golden trout, send in your pic
to the form on Page 38.

The Bobcat
24’ x 16’

384 Square

™ Features A 24’ x 8’
Covered Porch

Building Materials
Available

Two Locations In WV

208 Display Drive
Jane Lew, WV 26378
304-884-6646

“Your Path To Affordable

Log Home Living”
* FREE Unloading At Your Site
* Milled Locally In Jane Lew, WV

521 Hinkle Road
¢ Kiln Dried White Pine Log Choices

Fayetteville, WV 25840
304-517-9081

Many NEW
models to choose from.

MILL DIRECT
PRICES!

D-Logs 6” x 6”,6” x 8”, 8” x 8”

Log Siding 6”, 8, 12”
Douglas Fir Beams

Dove Tail Log 6” x 12”
TIG1"x6”,2” x 6”

Cedar Posts & Railing

Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com
Or email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.net

STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

Gas - Tires
Groceries - Hardware

Over 51 Years
In Business
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B PWR JLEHLEBERASTAPES 304-439-5329
AI/UEOODRZTSAGOBRAOAKO i
N AGLOCUSTJNARERPZI LM RlCKS
DIMCRAFTRKDMCENJTZBL
I KTOLDEUJEEPSODNTLBUJU MkTITAXOIDtdERMY
ake Those Outdoor
Iigﬁgi?ké;ggg;ggg;;ﬁ Memories Last A Lifetime
41 Years Experience
YLSABLRBRCRDOMBRZES I TY off Hall Rd. on
KOEAIEUPASNLEFOEOTEN BIackFordR.oad
O GDZMDZRNI DSLNCRVMT B| |BuckhannonWj F~
0 Z O C J M 0 T K L P 0 L A D R A H T U Accepting Major Credit Cards
Full Time/Award Winning Master
HUGO ZNYEBLRNNERHNWI|C Taxidermist Rick Dunlap
PRERLI VKAGTEONAOO|I | AK
PKJEJEHATONROCRETKMA
PCALTAHNAMRBRONPUOOUJ| I I
E ORLNUAT zZCBTDHOGCPWL
R NEFNI BGPOHSADRROLS\YV
HKHLMUREAEGUBRETTI JA
Z SEINKOLDLIWOGELHS I MY
Bandit * Tube * Senko * Dollar * Swimbait * Booyah * Smithwick
Locust ¢ Splash ¢ Bucktail * Storm ¢ Yozuri ¢ Cotton * Cordell * Hook
Lucky ¢ Craft * Popper * Buzz * Frog * Crankbait * Top * Knocker
Rapala * Shad * Sammy ¢ Bug * Skitter * Pop * Rebel « Chug
Arbogast ¢ Nitro * Torpedo * Jitterbug * Zell * Heddon * Norman h
Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally Chris Berger, frgm Dunbar, brought
home 2 large rainbow trout.

LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

,Eliiou—t —————————————— - We are looking for LARGE fish & game

| Name pictures from 2020/21.
NO Send Photo To:

: Address

I
I
| ol
| City I Tgazos., | DOES WVS
| e . | Y TR P.O. Box 5521
I P I Vienna, WV
et Found —O— | TEXT 304-482-7217 26105
Deer_ ___ Other __ __ #Points______  PhotosWillBeRetumed — E_maj] wvasport@gmail.com
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We offer boat storage and launching of your boat. Leave your trailer at home.
New and Used Boats Parts and Service

» Authorized
Yamaha Dealer
- Parts
- Service

—_—
e
CHAPARRAL

- -—---!t

Open: Sales * Service * Parts

Mor-F11 56 www.trojanlanding.com
a -
Sun 11-4 1414 MacCorkle Ave SW

Charleston, WV 304-744-8300
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www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com

Collle Up Yeur ﬁz_\'mn

EKE'F

T.R. Hathaway says: “ Turkey season dates are 4/15 to 5/11”

Supe”

2021 Toyota Tundra

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolneloriddns mmm

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolneloriadns mmm

The name says it all!
SALES, SERVICE,
PARTS

$ 1,000 Customer Cash

OR
1.9% APR up to 60 Months
Excludes TRD Pro

www.SuperiorAutoWYV.com 2021 Toyota 4Runner

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolnesoriddns-mmm

$5 00 customer Cash
Excludes

$ 1 , 000 customer Cash TRD Pro

2.9% APR u;? fo 60 Months Rt. 50 EAST
Excludes TRD Pro PARKE RSBU RG

* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate. 0% APR for 60 monthly 304'424'5 1 22
payments of $16.67 for every $1,000 financed. 1.9% APR for 60 monthly payments of $17.48 for each $1,000 financed. Plus tax &

fees and dealer doc fee $187.25. Whereas every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible for errors. 800-478-5884
0.9 % for 60 monthly payments of $17.05 per thousand financed Expires 3-31, 2021.

www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com

www.superiorautowv.com
wo9'Amolneionadns mmm






