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PONTOON BOAT HEADQUARTERS

* Ranked one of the TOP 100
Dealers in the USA

* # 1 Rated Dealer in WV

* Only 5 Star Certified Dealer
In West Virginia

oveR 100 poNTOONS IN STOCK & ON ORDER

ALWAYS WEAR A PERSONAL
FLOTATION DEVICE WHILE

BOATING & READ YOUR
OWNERS MANUAL

I-64 Exit 8, then 4.5 miles south 30 4. 5 2 5_4 5 56
HUNTINGTON, WV WWW.THEGREATOUTDOORSMARINE.COM

CHANGING LIVES FOR THE BETTER - ONE BOAT AT A TIME

June/July 2018 ~ Page 2




Advertise in the ALSO ON THE

W.Va. Sportsman mrerner

Promote Your Business Statewide :
Advertise Special Sales and Events Ig7B$sEIR§§S
Reach Thousands of Potential Customers

LOW ADVERTISING RATES

1/15 Page.......$28 =6 WEEKRATES = 1/4 page.......... $82
1/10 Page.......$39 1/3 Page........ $100
1/6 Page......... $65 1/2 Page........ $135
1/5 Page......... $72 2/3 Page........ $150

COLOR FULL PAGE INSIDE....$195
EXTRA BACK PAGE................ $240
For Advertising Information In
RATES START AT: The Number One outdoor
Publication In West Virginia
$28 for 6 weeks CONTACT:
For This Size Ad W. Va. Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Less Than A 62 Cents Vienna, WV 26105
A Day! 304-482-7217
wvasport@gmail.com

100% OWNED & OPERATED IN WV

Attention Bass Fishermen!

Get Your Name On Our |
Mail-List For Bass Tournamenuts 4NN
In 2018

Fill Out The Form Below
__ _ToBePlaced OnThe Mall Lt ™ Clip & Mail To:
| | Bass Sportsman
| Name | P.O.Box 5521
: Address : Vienna, \"AY
26105
| ciry ST :
I Zip email I email
L - wvasport@gmail.com
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Cover Photo

Although very uncommon at
Stonewall Jackson Lake, there
are a few smallmouth bass. JR
Hoops, from Shinnston, landed
a very impressive 7 1/4 pound
smallmouth bass there in June.

It's ben a crazy year weatherize
in WV. Fishing has been spotty,
especially on the Ohio River.

Look for upcoming bass tourna-
ment info in this issue.

TEXT, mail or email your large
fish pictures. Info is on page 38.




Summer Crappie Fishing

Summer crappie fishing is known
to be quite tough by most fisher-
men standards.

As the weather heats up, so do
water temperatures. And when the
water temperatures rise, crappie
play hide and seek from the warm-
er water temps and head to deeper
water.

There aren't a whole lot of fish-
ermen who are great at fishing for
crappies down deep in the water
column. It's especially unfortunate
for those without a boat and are re-
stricted to fishing from the shore-
line.

As you may already know, the
best times to fish for crappie are
during the winter...

Summer Crappie Fishing Tactics,
Freshwater Fishing Tips for Hot

Rachel Ruble, from William-
stown,got an 8 point in Wirt Co,

COOPER’S
CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV

Complete Hookups
It’s Our 39th Year!

Weather Conditions

But, with just a little ingenuity,
summer crappie fishing can be just
as exciting and rewarding.

How?

If and when all else fails, you have
two options...
1) Continue with the same tech-
niques that are failing you in hopes
of catching crappie, or
2) Incorporate the following three
tactics into your game plan and go
home with a stringer full of panfish
and a smile on your face.
3 Innovative Summertime Crappie
Fishing Tactics
1.) Target Different Locations To
Find Elusive Crappie

It's most common to target crap-
pies around brush piles and other
types of structure in deep water
during those hot days of summer.
However, there are good times in
the summer when big crappies can
be corralled from shallow water
flats too.

Shad normally spawn continu-
ously in those shallow flats, and of
course, mister crappie will sure be
around looking for an easy meal.
Look for crappie to be holding on
any one piece of cover, at any giv-
en time and day. The less cover, the

better, and the easier your chances
continue to the next page

BOWTECH

DIAMOND
PARKER

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS-CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

CHELYAN, WV

BARNETT
PARKER
EXCALIBER
CROSSBOWS

304-595-2699
Mon Tue Thu Fri 12 - 7

Wed 12 -5
Sat. 10AM to 2PM

www.bow-listicarchery.com

BOOKING WILD
BOAR HUNTS

Mike Smith caught a 25” brown
trout in Olgan County.

oVED ¢

ARCHERY

Mon-Fri 5pm to 8pm Sat 12-6pm

Hoyt ¢ G-5 Prime

3 Bowtech
& ""”59‘ < QUEST BOWS - From G5
v 7 = PARKER G5

EASTON - CARBON EXPRESS - GOLD TIP
Ten Point * Parker ¢ Excaliber Crossbows
Archery Supplies - Pro Shop

1.8 Miles From I-77 - Rt. 31/Airport Road
WILLIAMSTOWN, WV 304-375-2434

On Facebook
crooked creek archery

304-227-4219

June/July 2018 ~ Page 4



MARIETTA
POLARIS
27425 ST.RT.7
Marietta, Ohio

www.mariettapolaris.com

We Have
ATV/UTV
Trailers

740-374-5766

Polaris Summer Sales Event

End Date: 6/30/2018

Rebates up to $1,200 USD and financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Terms and conditions apply.

RZR XP Turbo Dynamix Edition — Offers up to $1,000 USD and financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Terms and conditions apply.
RANGER XP 900 - Rebates up to $1,200 USD and financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Terms and conditions apply.
Sportsman 570 — Rebates up to $700 USD and financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Terms and conditions apply.

US (Rebates +2.99% APR for 36 months)

Offers vary by model. Rebate and finance offers valid on select 2014-2019 new and unregistered models purchased between 6/1/18 - 6/30/18. See your authorized dealer for complete details. Rates as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months.
Examples of monthly payments required over a 36-month term at a 2.99% APR rate: $29.08 per $1,000 financed; and with a 60-month term at a 5.99% APR rate: $19.33 per $1,000 financed. An example of a monthly payment with $0 down, no
rebate, an APR of 2.99% APR for 36 months at a MSRP of $12,299 is $357.62/mo. total cost of borrowing of $575.16 with a total obligation of $12,874.16. Down payment may be required. Other financing offers may be available. See your local
dealer for details. Minimum Amount Financed $1,500; Maximum Amount Financed $50,000. Other qualifications and restrictions may apply. Financing promotions void where prohibited. Tax, title, license, and registration are separate and may
not be financed. Promotion may be modified or discontinued without notice at any time in Polaris’ sole discretion.

Warning: ATVs can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Polaris adult models are for riders age 16 and older. For your safety, always wear a helmet, eye protection, and protective clothing, and be sure to take a safety
training course. For information call 800-342-3764. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2018 Polaris Industries Inc.

Warning: The Polaris RANGER® can be hazardous to operate and is not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. Passengers must be at least 12 years old. Drivers and passengers
should always wear helmets, eye protection, and seat belts. Always use cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol / drugs don’t mix. All drivers should take

might be at ringing them up. A super sensitive float, such as  fishing line, is one way to detect
2.) Select Different Baits And a Thill's Shy Bite float, proper- those little ticky tack nibbles. Add
Lures To Entice Crappie To Bite ly paired together with ultra-light ~ just enough weight below the float
The normal every day crappie fish-  tackle rigged with 2 to 4 pound test continue to the next page

erman will often stick to using just
one or two of their favorite crappie
baits, such as the ever-so-popular
crappie jigs, and the all time faith-
ful minnows.

Don't be afraid to try something
different or completely new. Drop
something else out there, especial-
ly if what you're using isn't work-
ing. Try small spinner baits, little
crankbaits, or switch from a min-
now to some freshwater shrimp, or
even just a night crawler.

3.) Offer Different Presentations
For Finicky Crappie

The crappie summer bite can be a
little on the light and finicky side.
So, you may have to use a more
tactical approach with your presen-  Brothers Chris & Matt Morris won the April 28th Bass Sportsman event

tations. at Burnsville Lake. They had 18 Ibs., 12 oz. Next one there is July 8th.
June/July 2018 ~ Page 5




Stonewall Jackson

Team Bass Tournaments

All AT VANDALIA RAMP

7AM - 4PM
« 6 FISH LIMIT
2 CAN BE OVER 18”
« Complete Rules Given
At Each Event

Enter at the ramp only for the
Sept. 30 tournament

Stonewall
Classic

September

15& 16

$130 Entry
$10 Daily Big Bass
$5 Late Fee Entering At Ramp
You Can Pre-Register
For The Stonewall Classic
Mail In $20 To Hold Boat Number

Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105

304-482-7217
i Name
i Partner '
' One Phone #
E « Check Box E
! S20PreEntry 1
 Stonewall -Pay The CASH |
' Classic Balance At !
H TheRamp |

to allow no more than half an inch
to appear above the water. Aware-
ness and patience is key here. Set
the hook immediately at the first
sign of the float rising above the
water.

You may also want to try an un-
weighted bait on your hook. I've
had quite a bit of success with this
presentation, especially in slow
moving to stagnant waters. And it's
about as easy as it can get. Sim-
ply toss it out there into the water
around your preferred target area.
The minnow will thrash around on
the surface for a couple minutes
before it begins to settle below.
Then wait until you feel anything
unusual and set the hook.

Don't let the hot weather discour-
age you from getting after those
fun fighting panfish. Enjoy sum-
mer crappie fishing by trying out
new tactics and techniques that the
average angler wouldn't dare to.

Bruce Clarida, from Marietta,
reeled a 52 pound flathead catfish.

High Speed
Internet
Cable TV
HBO
Microwave
Refrigerator

Intersection Rt. 50 & Rt. 119
300 Montz Ave.
GRAFTON, WV 26354
304-265-2100
www.crislipmotorlodge.com

Bass Sportsman
* June 23 (Sat) - Sutton Lake
* July 8 (Sat) - Burnsville Lake
* Sept 9 (Sun) - Burnsville Lake

$90 + $10 Big Bass

Enter at the ramp only for
Tl these tournaments
> 7AM - 4PM

6 Fish Limit
Info: 304-482-7217

Cody Spring caught a 46” musky
in Harrison County.

Compare
My Prices

M

Knife & Gun Shop

Many New & Used Guns & Pistols
Deer Rifles In Stock - Large Selection
Concealed Carry Pistols

607 Sheridan St. GLENVILLE, WV

90 Day Lay-Away With 20% Down « Major Credit Cards ¢ Glenville Guns on gunsamerica.com

11am to 6pm
Mon - Sat

304-804-2022
304-483-2087
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oth Annual $100 Per Team
Kings Of The Lakes August 18 & 19

Past Champions .
7am to 4pm Each Day 2 Day 2010 Long - Poling Burnsville - Day 1
20% of Teams Tournament 2011 Cottrell - Cottrell Sutton - Day 2

* One Entry Fee 2012 Johnson - Lucas .
No Team 2013 Spurlock - Colins Big Bass Tournament Each Day

Limit 2014 Cottrell - Cottrell ~ $10 Each Day Fee On Big Bass

2015 Ray - Heater .
2016 Godvalin _Godwin 93 Late Fee Entering At The Ramp

Get A Check

2017 - Long - Johnson - 6 fish limit each day
* No live bait
$1 000 * Rules given at ramp
) Mail In By
Guaranteed 1st Place August 13th
CLIP OUT & MAILTO BASS SPORTSMAN PO BOX 5521 VIENNA, WV 26105
r- - - - - — — — — — — — — 7
| Name |
Mail In or Email | |
For An Entry Form | Address
wvasport@gmail.com , . , |
304-482-7217 ey St _Zp___eMal
Flatwoods Days Inn & Suites Braxton County
Restaurant
304-765-6533 CvB
Sutton Lane Motel 304-765-3300
304-765-7351 .
Both Are Off | 79 Exit 67 245 Skldmore Lane
Sutton, WV Sutton,WV
www.braxtonwv.org
b
NAPA Auto Parts Lloyd's

Hunt e Fish ¢ Hardware

179 Exit 67 Flatwoods, WV
304-765-3332

Burnsville Auto Parts

179 Exit79 Burnsville, WV
304-853-2355

View new & old issues BURNSVILLE DOCKS Fisher Auto Parts
ONLINE - FREE On The Lake  Boat Rental 1600 Sutton Lane
www.wvasportsman.net Burnsville, WV Fishing Tackle Sutton, WV
304-853-2822 Rods * Reels 304-765-5614
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PARKERSBURG,

Genuine Scooter

Amphibious
ATV’s

Route 95 5 Miles From 177

304-861-0449
1-866-266-6855

dsd_kawasaki@hotmail.com

ATV'’S, SIDE BY SIDES,
DIRT BIKES.....CALL!

WE GOT ‘EM!!!

SEE US AT www.dsdkawasaki.com
OR LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Little Beaver State Park Lake Approval

BECKLEY, W.Va. — Thanks to
its fish-filled waters and family
friendly amenities, Little Beaver
State Park Lake is one of the best
places to go fishing and boating in
West Virginia, according to a sur-
vey of moms across the country.

Tom Berga & Bill Kennedy won
the initial 1st 33 Bass tournament
on May 12 with a weight of 12 Ibs.,
8 oz. Look for an entry form on
page 22 of this issue.

The lake is featured on a Top
Mom-Approved Places to Fish and
Boat list made for moms, by moms
and facilitated by the Recreational
Boating and Fishing Foundation.
The list includes family friendly
fishing holes in all 50 states.

Only 10 of the 50 places will earn
the honor of being named one of
the country’s top mom-approved
places to fish and boat. Voting is
open now, and each vote enters
your name for a chance to win a
family fishing and boating trip to

Florida.

To cast a vote for Little Beaver
State Park Lake, go to www.take-
mefishing.org/momapproved/. Vot-
ing is open through Friday, June
29. Winners will be announced in
July.

Advertise in the
W. Va. Sportsman
Low Rates
Reach Customers
Details On Page 3

THE LEATHER SHOP

+ ELECTRIC TOUCH OIL LAMPS ° 3°’X5’ FLAGS $10

FLEA MARKET BOOTH 132

« WILL CUTOM FIT FULL-GRAIN LEATHER
BELTS (CUT TO SIZE)
« LEATHER CHAIN WALLETS
« NYLON GUN HOLSTERS

FRI - SAT - SUN
jpetrel@suddenlink.net
41300 Laurel Cliff Road

POMEROY, OHIO
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Stop By Our Store OR Shop Online With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You - www.doddsports.com

Crossbhows

Buy
Sell
Trade

Clothing

Canoes/Kayaks

We Accept
Major Credit
Cards

Reloading

Weatherby ¢ Browning ¢ Kimber ¢ Cooper
Ruger * Remington * Winchester
Thompson Center * Glock ¢ Springfield
S&W ¢ Walther ¢ Taurus & More

Huge Selection Of Leupold

Reloading * Scopes * Ammo
Dau Holsters ¢ Knives

”_-EW:'A y Large Selection Of 22 Ammo
Way Clothing & More

11-6 Mon to Fri Down

11-5 Sat

S ustOffiRtA50]
Parkersburg

JAndIClarksburg
103 Maple St.
ELLENBORO, WV

304-869-3200
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Leave Young
Wildlife Alone

FRENCH CREEK, W.JVa. —
Spring provides many opportuni-
ties to see fawns, cubs and other
young animals, but the West Vir-
ginia Division of Natural Resourc-
es (DNR) would like to remind
people that young wildlife should
be left alone.

“You should exercise extreme cau-
tion and keep a safe distance if you
encounter young wildlife,” said
Tyler Evans, a wildlife biologist
stationed at the West Virginia State
Wildlife Center in Upshur County.
“And it is especially important that
the public understands the need to
avoid touching or disturbing these
animals.”

Picking up wildlife or getting too
close greatly increases the chance
of the animal getting harmed. By
handling these animals, humans

leave behind a scent that may at-
continue to the next page

Mike Long caught a couple of big
largemouth bass recently.

OLD & NEW SPORTS

JACKSON COUNTY’S
OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY ¢ SELL
TRADE + PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION
IN STOCK

Large Selection Of

Crosshows & Accessories

IRAPPINGISUPREIES;

Bows Large Selection
Arrows LIVE BAIT
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Rods * Reels & Tackle For:
Bass ® Musky ® Crappie
Trout * Catfish & More

813 Washington St.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

WV-Hotel.com

800-798-7886
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tract a predator. Additionally, han-
dling wildlife has the potential to
expose humans to a variety of wild-
life-related diseases and parasites.

“Rabies, ticks, and lice are just a
few of the threats humans are ex-
posed to when they handle wild-
life,” said Evans.

Removing a young animal from
its natural environment will almost
certainly lead to the death of that
animal.

“Young animals have special di-
etary needs and must learn survival
skills that only a natural setting can
provide,” said Evans. “Young ani-
mals are hidden while adults search
for food, and this separation can
last for several hours. Many people
will mistake a bedded fawn, with
no mother in sight, as abandoned,
but that is rarely the case.”

As a final caution, DNR is re-
minding the public that state law
prohibits the possession of wildlife
without a permit. The fine for ille-
gal possession of a fawn, bear cub,
baby raccoon or any other species
during the closed season ranges
from $20 to $1,000 and could lead
up to 100 days in jail.

"We want everyone to enjoy our
state's wildlife," said Evans. "How-
ever, for your safety and the safe-
ty of the animal, please remember
that young wildlife should always
be left undisturbed and given the
opportunity to remain wild.”

Amelia Smith caught a big large-
mouth in a pond in Logan Co.

Broken Wheel Campground
and Country Store

My 4T 5%1 % [: 3 Fishing & Hunting
Supplies
Weston, WV o~ Gifts - Game Room - Playground

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance 7 Nightly & Monthly Rates
11/2 Miles On The Right Boat & Camper Storage

304-269-6097 < > LIVE BAIT

Joshua Kaplan hunted in Wirt
County for a large gobbler.

LIVE
BAIT

Billy West, from Barnesville, OH,
shot a 23 Ib. turkey.

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV

GUNS 304-275-4619
In Stock Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Or Ordered 5am-8pm Fr
Safe 7am-8pm Sat
Showroom 7am-5pm Sun

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
* Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages * Gasoline
* Food * Live Bait * Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle « Musky Lures

CROSSBOWS
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Tracker Jon Boats
10’ - $629 WV’s #1 Pontoon Dealer

12’ - $679 ) - ..
14’ - $749 Huntington, West Virginia
15’ - $1,249

1-64 Exit 8, then 4 miles south

www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com
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50 Yard Shot
INDOOR RANGE
OPEN NOW

304-622-8440

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT e MATHEWS ¢« DIAMOND * BOWTECH ¢ MISSION * PEARSON
Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

Crossbows - Many Brands Available
Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Across RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV

NEW BOW TUNING
PRO SHOP

Open 10AM to 9PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat. & Sun.

Harold Cogar, Owner

New “Noodling” Law Approval

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— A law passed during the 2018
legislative session will soon allow
West Virginia anglers to hand-fish,
or “noodle,” in public waters. The
annual season will run from June
15 to Aug. 31.
Hand-fishing is permitted between
sunrise and sunset. However, it
is prohibited in all state-managed
impoundments except Stonecoal
Lake, Hawks Nest Lake, Mount
Storm Lake, Cheat Lake and U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers lakes.
The daily creel limit for all cat-
fish species taken by hand-fishing
is four. Only one fish may be over
35 inches, and only two may be
blue catfish. In waters with special
regulations, the more restrictive
regulations apply. The daily creel
limit for hand-fishing counts as
part of any daily limit for hook-

and-line fishing.

“Noodlers” may only hand-fish in
naturally-occurring habitats such
as hollow logs and cavities in riv-
er banks. The placement or use of
artificial cavities and nesting boxes
for hand-fishing is prohibited.

The use or possession of hooks,
gaffs, spears or anything other than
hands while hand-fishing is pro-
hibited, as is the use of bait or fish
attractors. The use of SCUBA gear
or any other artificial breathing ap-
paratus also is prohibited.

Chris Erksine caught a state record length Kanawha blue cat - 54 inches.

www.charlestonmarine.com

1601 Bowne Av
Charleston, WV 25303
(304) 744-3324
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Rick Mayse got a nice Putnam
County gobbler.

A 35# catfish was caught at this pay

lake. Photo courteasy of Sure Catch Fish
Farm in Elkins.

Daniel Hale, from Man, caught a
smallmouth from the Guyandotte.

WV Pipeliner Collectible Guns

CALL FOR
PRICES

Pipeliner
Case
Khnife

Pipeliner
Thermos
Cups

WYV Pipeliner Guns Are Henry Golden Boy Rifles * Call For Details

* Guns - Pistols - Ammunition
* Yeager Musky Lures ° Leupold Dealer - Case Knives
* Deer Corn 50# Bag * Mountain Gold Deer Scents
* Grandpa’s Special Mix Deer Feed
* Itchy Bottom Outdoors Mineral Lick * Joe’s Flies

* We Pawn On Guns
* Feed

Horse - Cattle - Chicken - Hog - Dog - Cat
www.tosfirearms.com
OPEN: Mon - Sat 8am to 5pm Sun Noon to 5pm

Twisted Oak
QOutdoors

Freaky Frank’s
Myers Musky Trout Worms

GUNS [ PISTOLS

DEER CORN

MUSKY WIRE

856 Arnoldsburg Road
ARNOLDSBURG, WV

ATTRACTANTS

June/July 2018 ~ Page 14




Deep Jerkbait

Evolution
By Mark Hicks

Jerkbaits are essential lures for
every Bassmaster Elite Series pro,
as they should be for any serious
angler. Although short-billed jerk-
baits are big hitters, deep jerkbaits
have been slow to catch on. There
are several reasons why.

Early deep jerkbaits cast poorly.
They tumbled in the air and were
impossible to cast for distance or
accuracy in anything more than a
mild breeze. Although long-billed
jerkbaits get deeper than short-
billed versions, some of them pro-
duce elbow-jolting resistance due
to their long lips.

They also failed to respond with
the quick, hard-cutting, strike-trig-
gering action of their short-billed
brethren when twitched. Despite
these drawbacks, Joe Balog quiet-
ly began picking off heavyweight
smallmouth bass several years ago
with deep jerkbaits.

Before Balog recently moved to
Florida, he was one of the most
accomplished smallmouth anglers
on the Great Lakes. He once won

Roni Huffman caught a farm pond

bass. Photo courtesy of PC Outdoors in
Hinton.

CLOSEQUT SALE

HUGE SAVINGS

Iﬁ' (7 /4 4

Gp FM/ B0ATS

www.7riversmarine.com
Marine Sales, Maintenance and Repair Service

YAMAHA
OUTBOARD
Authorized
Service
And Sales
SAVE
MONLEY
ALUMINUM BOATS
3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg, WV)

740-846-0062

a Bassmaster Northern Open on
Lake Erie and has finished near
or at the top in many other Great
Lakes tournaments.

“When I started fishing deep jerk-
baits, there weren’t many on the
market,” Balog said. “It was hard
to get a lot of action out of them.”

The key to success with any jerk-
bait is its side-to-side action, he
emphasized. He tried twitching his
early deep jerkbaits with the same
downward rod-snapping motion
that imparted a lively dance to his
short-billed jerkbaits. The deep

continue to the next page

o E\]’/‘?

WA

JACKSON
COUNTY
PAWN

™, MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-NOON  Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans

NEW & USED GUNS

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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jerkbaits responded as if they were
sleepwalking.
Arm wrenching

Balog overcame this dilemma by
first pulling a deep jerkbait down
to its maximum depth with long,
downward rod sweeps. Then he
vigorously snapped his baitcasting
rod up sharply over his opposing
shoulder. This exhausting tech-
nique forced sluggish deep jerk-
baits to spring into action.

The aggressive tactic generated
so much stress that anything less
than 12-pound fluorocarbon could
not hold up to the punishment. It’s
a wonder Balog didn’t suffer repet-
itive stress injuries.

There are two instances in which

A big catfish was reeled in. Photo
courtesy of Sure Catch Fish Farm in El-
kins.

deep jerkbaits kick bass with Great
Lakes smallies, he claimed. One is
in the spring when the bass make
the first move toward their spawn-
ing areas. He often finds them in 10
to 18 feet of water at this time. The
bass aren’t inclined to come up for
a short-billed jerkbait, but they will
readily pounce on a deep jerkbait
that dives closer to them.

The other situation is in the sum-
mertime on Lake St. Clair when the
smallmouth suspend in deep wa-
ter. Balog claimed that St. Clair’s
smallmouth were dupes for diving
crankbaits back when the big lake
attracted few bass anglers.

“Once the word got out about St.
Clair’s fantastic smallmouth fish-
ing, the pressure went from a hand-
ful of bass fishermen to hundreds a
day,” he said. “The bass got hard-
er to catch on crankbaits, but they
would still bite a deep jerkbait.”
Deep jerkbait evolution

Today there are deep jerkbaits that
overcome many of the drawbacks

SURE

CATCH
FISH FARM

CATFISﬂ 5 MILES NORTH OF
BAIT & TAckLe ELKINS, WV

OLD RT. 219
|304-636-1278 |  STALNAKER RD.

OPEN FRI/SAT 9AM - DARK
Sat Night Catfish Till 12AM
SUN 12:30PM - DARK

WEEKDAYS
BY APPOINTMENT

with the earlier versions, but their
number pales compared to what’s
available in short-billed jerkbaits.
One of the latest deep models, the
Strike King KVD Deep Jerkbait
designed by Kevin VanDam, was

introduced at the 2015 Bassmaster
continue to the next page

Kyle Stackpole caught a big Stone-
wall Jackson Lake musky.

Doug Johnson, from Buckhannon,
went to Texas for a 450 1b. boar.

BOONER’S BOW SEIQP

3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

-Archery Shoots

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Located On Larkmead Rd

Parkersburg, WV 304-863-6962

MISSION

BEAR

‘Leagues
‘Group
Discounts

@ Hoyt s
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Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold - Silver - Jewelry - Guns - Electronics - Tools - Archery - And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104
(304) 428 PAWN (7296)

515 Division Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101
(304) 428-7298

www.carlspawnshops.com

NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

Classic on Lake Hartwell, S.C.

“I had been fishing that bait for
almost a year before we launched
it at the Classic,” said VanDam. “I
was hoping it would give me an
edge at Hartwell.”

VanDam was unable to unleash
his Deep Jerkbait at Hartwell be-
cause he failed to qualify for the
Classic for the only time in his long
and illustrious career. However,
this lure has helped VanDam win
a pile of cash in other tournaments
across the country and at all times
of the year.

Examples include when he won
a summertime tournament on the
Upper Mississippi  River with
largemouth bass, loading up on
smallmouth from Lake St. Clair’s
deep grass and blasting large-
mouth, smallmouth and spotted
bass by casting the deep jerker to

windblown gravel points during a
tournament at Table Rock.

“The KVD Deep Jerkbait is one
of the most special baits I’ve ever
designed,” he said. “As far as what
I was looking for it to do, it’s the
total package.”

What he was looking for it to do
was to dive deeper than any other
jerkbait with less resistance. It also
had to cast well, even under breezy
conditions. And most importantly,

it had to perform with an erratic
“slashing action” without wearing
out your arms.

Although many anglers regard a
deep jerkbait as a situational lure
for cold water, he claimed that he
has had more success with his Deep
Jerkbait in the warmer months. He
attributes this to the lure’s nasty ac-
tion and to the depths he can reach
with it.

Good luck fishing this year!

Open
Mon-Fri
10-6
Sat
10-2
By Appt.
Gen5
GLOCK
17mm & 19mm
www.guardsix.com

* Over 200 Guns In Stock
* All Brands Available
* Out Of State Transfer Fee $15
* CCW Classes Available
Gen 5 GLOCK 17’s & 19’s In Stock
Class 3 SOT - Supressors In Stock

GUARD SIX - 5 Miles From Belpre
40 Everson Road - BELPRE, OHIO
740-401-1277 740-350-3270
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Second Ammendment
Supply’s

Buy * Sell » Trade
Pistols * Long Guns * Ammo

Black Powder ® Garmin Supplies
Between Elkins/Buckhannon
Just Off Rt. 33
304-472-1330

Conaway Lake

Ramp Closed

CENTERVILLE, W.Va. — As part
of the dam safety program of the
West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources, Conaway Run Lake
in Tyler County is undergoing re-
pairs from June 11 through Oct.
31, 2018. The boat ramp, parking
lot and access road to the dam will
be closed during this time.

A maximum allowable drawdown
of 10 feet may occur. Bank fishing
will be permitted during construc-

FOR SALE 2014
USED CAMPER

5TH WHEEL

2014 Keystone Mon-
tana 38’17 Mountaineer
M-345DBQ Series;

Great Cond. $30,500;
Dryer, Fireplace/AC w/Winter
Package included, 2 Bathrooms,

4 Slide-outs with many more
extras. CALL (304) 462-8928

tion; however, boating will be pro-
hibited due to safety concerns.

For any questions or comments,
please contact Nate Taylor, Acting
District Fisheries Biologist — Park-
ersburg, at 304-420-4550.

FREE ONLINE

www.wvasportsman.net

Back Issues From 2006 On

Nicholas Mounts, from Gilbert,
caught a Guyandotte hybrid bass.

Jon Boats

Canoes

Mountwood Park consists of over
2,600 acres. A 50 acre lake offers
fishing & water activities. There is a 50
mile hiking, biking & horseback trail.

www.mountwoodpark.org

Located 12 Miles East of
Parkersburg, WV On Route 50

MOUNTWOOD LAKE CONCESSIONS & MARINA

HOT & COLD FOOD ¢ COLD DRINKS ¢ NACHOS ¢ SNACKS ¢ ICE « MORE
Fishing Rod Rental * $10 Per Hour Rental On All Watercraft

Closing In Mid-October

2,

Open Wednesday -J.Sl'mday
11am to 7pm
Open All Holidays

304-989-6075

Paddle Boats

Kayaks
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HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

Located In The United Oilfield Building

Rapala ¢ Yo-Zuri « Matzuo * Norman ¢ Strike King * Berkely ¢ Storm
Castiac * KW * Rage * Yamamoto * Yum ¢ Rebel * Bandit ¢ 6th Sense
Bomber ¢ AC Shiner ¢ Jackall * Havoc ¢ Net Bait * Z Man * Gamakatsu
VMC ¢ Cabin Creek ¢ Rick Clunn ¢ Bass Pro * Live Target * AAT
Duel * Lunkerhunt * River 2 Sea * Lucky Strike * Reaction ¢« KVD
Zoom * FYAO ¢ Missle * Venom ¢ Gulp ¢ Cotton Cordell + & MORE!

Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories * Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Bass Pro Shop

OPEN:
7am to 7pm Mon/Fri
7am to 6pm Sat/Sun REELS

RODS: DUCKETT - LEW’S
CASHION - CARROT STIX
FENWICK - ABU GARCIA

ZEBCO - G LOOMIS - HALO

13 FISHING - ST. CROIX PLASTICS

LIVE BAIT

Minnows * Worms ¢ Mealworms

SMUTTY DOG - AMMA BAMA
CRANE - TYRANT - JH BAIT

PELICAN - CALCUTTA JONES - HUGHES RIVER
CRANKBAITS COBB’S - KOPPERS - LASSO
TACKLE Just Outside Of Parkersburg
13520 Emerson Ave.
Ohio River Outdoors LLC Williamstown, WV 26187 On RT. 2 304_91 6_1 800
On Facebook 3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit
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Safe Boating

Information
Row, row, row your boat...
Gently down the stream...

Well, that sounds easy enough.
How hard can it be to row gently
down a stream?

Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily...
Life is but a dream...

The whole “merrily” and “but a
dream” thing starts to seem more
difficult to achieve as you tussle
with your boat.

As you hum this age-old nursery
rhyme, you can picture yourself
gliding down the calm waters of an
inland stream, the wind blowing in
your face, the palm fronds blowing
in the wind with a clear blue sky
in the background, clouds floating
past.

But if you’re unprepared, your

actual boating adventures can be
much different.
Boating of any kind is an exercise
that requires proper training, nav-
igational skills and experience to
make it worthwhile.

You have to combine physical fit-
ness with analytical skills and also
a bit of technical knowledge to
make boating a pleasurable expe-

ARCHERY FOOD PLOT
 Excaliber * Numerous
Striker Seeds
- Bows LIVE BAIT
« Crossbows .- Worms
DEER FEED * Minnows
- Corn * More
+ Available By SUPPLIES
The Ton $260 - Scents
« Custom Blends |[ prsHING TACKLE - Trail Cams
Available * More
Stop by our fully
stocked hunting
and fishing store!
Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3
Closed Sunday
1102 West Main St.
fﬂljﬁ% Grafton, WV DEER ATTRACTANTS
304-265-9278 CORN - FEED

rience. With this in mind, here are
some vital tips that help beginners
take their boating trips to the next
level.
11 Boating Tips for Beginners
1. Train first

You have to start somewhere,
right?

Proper boating is next to impos-
sible without prior training. It’s just
not an exercise which any amateur

continue to the next page

The Priddy team caught the big
bass (4-12) at Burnsville Lake.

*A/lC

TV -DVD

* Barbecue Grill

* Large Porch Area

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

e Easy Access

* Great View Of Lake

e Fully Equipped Kitchen

Including Dishwasher

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876
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200+ Campsites ¢ All Utilities
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout

Tube Rentals

Cable TV

US Rt 33
9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
\ 304-636-0023
www.revelles.com

can undertake. You might be think-
ing that this isn’t completely true —
after all, how do people usually go
about getting started?

Most people don’t jump into a
boat and take off with zero knowl-
edge. If anything, they start with a
boater-friend, guide or instructor.

Nowadays, finding someone to
help you out in the beginning is all
too easy. Just start by scouring the
internet on where to learn the basics
of boating. That’s how you ended
up here, isn’t it? A quick search
will show you what establishments
are available in your immediate
area. There may be boating clubs,
marine organizations or groups of
boating enthusiasts who provide
such training and support. The in-
ternet will guide you to them.

IRVINE’S CAMPER SALES

740-989-2291 800-987-4275
www.irvinescamper.com

NEW
USED

Exclusive
Jayco Dealer

Located close to Parkersburg, WV On US Rt. 50
2 Miles From The Corridor D Bridge

17 State Rt. 555  Little Hocking, Ohio

If you live somewhere close to a
large water body, chances are that
you’ll find a boating club or Meet-
up with suitable vessels to train in.

The ideal thing to do is to hit the
water to learn. And it doesn’t mat-
ter what type of water you’re hit-
ting, whether it be a sheltered bay,
a local reservoir, a lake or even the
ocean. You’ll be taught the basics
of boating, and the specific type
of boating you’re looking to take
up—everything including termi-
nology, wind awareness, special
skills like steering, knot tying,
rigging, preparing boats, safety,
equipment use, gybing, downwind
sailing, tacking, upwind sailing, re-
covery of persons overboard.

After the initial training, you
could also get your ICC or Inter-
national Certificate of Competence
for Boating.

This more formal training isn’t
always an option. It might actu-
ally be something you need to do

in your region. On a local scale,
requirements for boater educa-
tion vary from state to state, of-
ten including the completion of at

least one course on boating safety.
continue to the next page

Talia Beto, from Mt. Clare, landed
a61b., 3 oz. farm pond bass

June/July2018 ~ Page 21



You should have plenty of options
though, as online or local commu-
nity courses can educate you on the
basics of the process too.

Don’t worry, it’s not rocket sci-
ence! You don’t have to be Michael
Scofield from “Prison Break” to

figure it out! You aren’t breaking
out of Fox River State Penitentiary.
(Well, I hope you’re not.)
2. Get your license and registration
This is vital.

Consider what type of boating
you’ll be doing, and consider where

you’ll be doing it. Then ask around
or do some research to figure out
what’s required for this to happen.
The paperwork you’ll need—and
the cost of obtaining it—depends
on whether the boat is used on

continue to page 24

BIG
Team $120 Per Team oIs
BASS May 12 - Sat. $10
EVENT June 24 - Sun. PAYS 2
July 22 - Sun. PLACES*
33 Aug 12 - Sun.
Team
$1 ,000 o Te ALL AT BELPRE RAMP
NO OFF LIMITS

Guaranteed 1st Place

ONEISHRFIMTRRUPESFATHEVE

E

*COMPLETE RULES GIVEN AT EVENT

HOW TO REGISTER YOUR TEAM

* TEXT TEAM NAMES - OR EMAIL TEAM NAMES
OR MAIL IN THE FORM 3 Ways To Enter

0% off Teams PAID

TEXT 304-482-7217 CLIP OUT & MAIL

wvasport@yahoo.com § 6:45am - 3pm RN
BASS SPORTSMAN | Boater |
PO BOX 5521 Registration Partner |
6am
VIENNA, WV 26105 ST $1.000 ONEPHONE#
2ND $750
? 3RD $600 BIG BASS Entry $120+ §10 BB = $130 Toatal
WHY 33 TEAMS?  wosmn somss  Entydfibs $10B= 41
- QUICKER TO PUT IN 5TH $400  2ND $140 ay ¢ Ramp
« FASTER TO TAKE OUT 6TH $250 1st 33 Te Contacti
- SPEEDIER WEIGH IN  FULL FIELD PAYOUT E“TER 300“ Get I The Toumament

OHIO RIVER TOURNAMENTS - ALL AT THE BELPRE RAMP

Wright’s Riverside Marine | 740-846-0062
Rt. 2 South Of

St. Marys, WV Fﬁﬁ/g 3783 St Rt 124
304-684-2850 Go k! Coolville, OH

Trophies Sponsored By: HUGE SELECTION OF BASS TOURNAMENT EQUIPMENT
OHIO RIVER RODS - REELS - PLASTICS - CRANKBAITS - WEIGH BAGS

OUTDOORS 13520 EMERSON, AV. WILLIAMSTOWN, WV 304-916-1800
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“We Sell Fun!”
Homeei()\;fl;l RV Center

RV’S: VIKING ¢« APEX
CATALINA « SANDPIPER
CLASS C MOTORHOMES
Orion Reapers - Many Colors RONIOONS
Bed Liners - Parts
BOATS
JOR BOArS
Sanitation Items
Tool Boxes ¢ Anti-Gravity Chairs
NEW & USED
RV’S
BOATS
Lots Of
RV Parts | HAVIEL TRATLERS
Service
Weather Tech Products
www.hometownrvcenter.com
138 Colt Industrial Dr.
PROSPERITY, WV 25909 -
304-860-1948 OIHIWHEELESIEIVOTORHOMES
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A tree service company that can handle any and all of your tree care needs.
We are located in central WV and service surounding counties. Our services
include but not limited to tree removal, tree pruning, stump grinding, lot
clearing, and right-of-way maintenance. Call today for a free estimate.

Contact Us At 304-689-6124

eMail cookstreeserviceslic@gmail.com
Visit Our Website www.cookstreeserviceslic.com

rivers, canals or other waterways,
whether the boat’s for cruising or
living on as a houseboat, the boat’s
length and the duration of the li-
cense (from one day to one year).
The appropriate local boating au-
thority may be approached for this
type of license.

For instance, let’s say that you’ll
be sailing on an inland waterway.
In most places, you’ve got to have
a license and/or sailing registra-
tion issued by the appropriate nav-

SPENCER'S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745

OVER 39 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS *
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS
WEST HAMLIN,WV

ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

igation authority for a fee. Some
waterways have special licensing
arrangements that grant exclusive
sailing rights to local clubs, thus
sparing club members the hassle of
getting separate licenses.

Facing a fee? The money you’ll
pay is spent directly on maintain-
ing and improving waterways and
on providing services and facilities

Danny Frazier caught a 6 pound

smallmouth. Photo courtesy of PC
Outdoors in Hinton.
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for boaters, such as sewage dis-
posal, water supply and electrical
charging points. It’s not spent on
private jets or fancy yachting trips.
No one’s doing this to become rich
and powerful, like politicians who
go into office middle class and
come out super rich.

Mooring your boat when it’s not
in use, ranging from basic towpath

moorings to fully-equipped mari-
continue to the next page

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING

* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everything you need for
a day oun the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV



By Hunting Beagles

samysizo  PKC/AKC/UKC/NKC Pups~Hunting/Field Trial Dogs
Hunting Lights « Garmin GPS Tracking System « Diamond Deluxe
Dog Collars & Straps « Easy Loader « All Types Of Vinyl Coated Wire

David Dewees (304) 545-3820 By Appointment Only
3223 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV 25248

nas, could also require a license,
the cost of which varies based on
the amenities and location.

Do the research and figure this
stuff out before you begin boating,
rather than regretting it later.

3. Get to know your boating gad-
gets

Your boat, after all, is a mechan-
ical device. Even the smallest,
simplest little boat is going to be
somewhat gadget-dependent so it
can operate smoothly. Therefore,
it’s imperative to be knowledge-
able about navigation, safety and
fishing gadgets.

Technology has made it possible
to have some very sophisticated
navigational tools on board, like
gyro stabilizers, magnetic com-

passes, radars, autopilot systems,
an ARPA (Automatic Radar Plot-
ting Aid), automatic tracking aids,
distance and speed log devices,
depth sounders, an ECDIS (Elec-
tronic Chart Display Information
System), automatic identification
systems, voyage data recorder,
GPS receivers, navigational lights,
lamps for daylight signaling, pi-
lot cards, forecastle bells and ship
flags, to name a few. The list goes
on.

Safety equipment includes life-
jackets, anchor and line/chain, auto
and manual bilge pumps, indicat-
ing compasses, smoking orange
and red distress flares, fire extin-
guishers, electronic or paper maps/
charts for areas of operation, pad-

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890
(cell)

BERRY’S CAMPGROUND

Overnight Camping
New River Road

Hinton, WV

Large Selection Of Carhartt Clothing ~ Georgia Boots

WiFI
Lounge
Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing

Catamaran Rentals
Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199

www.berryscamp.com

berrycampinfo@aol.com
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WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING
CAMPING

HARD TO FIND AMMO
22LR - 22MAG
243 - 22250 - 222

Camo Clothing ¢ Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment

Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels

Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
506 FIREHOUSE ROAD

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

dles, oars, rowlocks, sound signals,
potable water, floating waterproof
torches and a well-maintained ma-
rine radio.

You might have equipped your
fishing boat with a fish finder,
color chartplotter, multibeam so-
nar, fixed fishing chair with safety

straps for big fish and all-weather
continue to the next page

Eric Johnson bagged a 23 pound
gobbler in Wood County.



Parker’s Safe Sales

AT MM - 80 to 90

it Ehﬂ L ..';;5 In Stock
R : _.__'“ =t

In Home Delivery - Up or Down

Tri-States Largest Safe Distributor

S & G Certified Locksmith
Since 1958 - New WVU Safes
740-484-4572
Exit 208 I-70 S. on SR 149-2.7 Miles

Belmont, Ohio

fishing gear.

It doesn’t matter what you’re set-
up is like. Make sure you’re famil-
iar with everything on your boat!
4. Check the skies before setting
sail

Checking the weather immediate-
ly before boating is critical.

Weather changes are highly un-
predictable and an unexpected
storm can catch you off guard. For
beginners in particular, a sudden
squall may prove dangerous.

5. Make a checklist

Don'’t sit around on the boat ramp
squinting at the sky to check the
weather or rummaging around in
your boat for items.

Boat traffic can build up and
you’ll be called some names that
you don’t want to be called. You’ll
at least frustrate many people, or
have fellow boaters looking at you
like you don’t know what you’re
doing.

Lwyd’s SIPOIRTSMIAN CIENTIZIR
Hunting * Fishing * Camping * Boating

Carhartt Clothing - Muck * Georgia * Wolverine Boots
Ammunition - Fly Fishing - Hackle - Targets - Scents

Gun Cleaning - Lots of Fishing Equipment - Much More!

RYV and Boat Equipment - Hardware - Tools

Exit 67 Off Of I-79 - Rt 19 North 1/4 Mile
Sutton, WV 304-765-3332

So, prepare well in advance of
launch.

Maintain a pre-departure check-
list so that you’re prepared for any
on-water possibility. The pre-de-
parture checklist will ensure that
no precautions or safety rules have
been overlooked. For example,
your checklist can remind you to
keep food and water, a flashlight
and first aid items on board with
you.

I use my smartphone for this. You
don’t need another item to carry.
continue to the next page

Mathew & Jessica Berry, from
Milton, caught bass on their hon-
eymoon in Florida.

ANGLINS CREEK

HUNT CLUB
Accepting 5000 Acres
New Members Camping
Deer
Bear
Turkey

GREENBRIER, NICHOLAS
FAYETTE COUNTIES
Jimbo Ramsey 304-872-5621
Cory Boothe 304-872-0087

REELS
RODS

PC OUTDOORS se-

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden - Super Duper - Strike King
Berkley - Mepps * Owner - Zoom * Yum - Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn - Zoom * Trout Magnet - Eagle Claw * Daiwa
Cabin Creek - Shakespeare - St. Croix - Zebco - Case

Ugly Stik - Gitzit - Rebel - Heddon - Rapala & More!

Camping Supplies * Musky Tackle * Marine Products
211 Main St. - HINTON, WV

Greenbrier Chalets Pipestem Country Campgounds
On The Greenbrier River OnRt. 20

www.greenbriercabins.com www.pipestemcamping.com
304-466-3536 304-466-9121

PC OUTDOORS 304-466-1442

*NEW Store*

Mm<=r

=X

Guns & Arche
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Skip the clipboard and check off a
checklist on your smartphone.
6. Dress appropriately

Since boating is essentially out-
doors exercise, dress appropriately
to tackle changes in weather con-
ditions both on land and off. And
prepare for your own body’s needs.
Dressing in layers is advisable so
that you can take off a sweatshirt
if it gets too warm. I know, you’re
thinking that you probably don’t
need to bring any extra layers, es-
pecially if you’ll be boating during
the day in the summertime —un-
less you’re thinking of Lake Tahoe.
That lake is cold!

I normally have a sweatshirt with
me no matter what when I go out
on the water. What if it starts to get
chillier than you thought? Or you
don’t make it back before the sun
goes down, and that cool evening
breeze starts giving you goose-
bumps?

Apart from that, valuables like
keys, cell phones and wallets may
get wet or fall into the water, so
keep them secured to something or
stowed away in waterproof storage.
7. Float plan

Before you leave, keep a float
plan on the shore so that, should
something go wrong on the water,
somebody onshore would know
where and when to go looking for
you. Here’s one example of a float
plan you can consult for guidance.

A float plan has saved many a life
in the past by bringing back miss-
ing boaters and thus has great im-
portance. You don’t want to end up
doing what Aron Ralston did, hav-
ing to make an excruciating escape
plan because nobody knows where
you are or what could’ve happened
to you.

8. Never forget your lifejacket

You might think this is more ap-

plicable to those who don’t know

GROVE MARINE

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

304-547-5044

7 MILES EAST OF
WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD

Triadelphia, WV

9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon

how to swim, but the truth is that
most boating-related deaths hap-
pen because people weren’t wear-
ing lifejackets.

In the summer, wearing a lifejack-
et may be somewhat uncomfort-
able, and it might make you feel
less intrepid and stylish. But noth-
ing is more important than your
life. Your safety at any cost comes
first. And when boating with any-
one else, particularly someone who
can’t swim, you need to be extra
careful.

If you swim well, well, it’s your
decision. Perhaps in a quiet lake,
wearing the lifejacket isn’t always
really necessary, but if you’re in a

fast-moving river or an ocean with
huge swells, that’s another story.

Derek WIlliams caught a 45 Ib.
flathead from the Little Kanawha.

www.rodgersmithmarine.com Skeeter
Yamaha
Honda OOUth Bay
Alumacraft

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487
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Come visit the haunted Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum. Featured on
many paranormal shows over the years, the facility is currently offering
civil war, historical, paranormal, and farm tours. Many other activities and
events include ghost hunts and a haunted house in October.

Weston, West Virginia was once the hand blown glass capital of the world.
Now it has two charming studios where you can watch the art of blowing
glass. Appalachian Glass and WV American Art Glass masterfully blend
traditional glass-making methods with the best of modern techniques.
Then learn more about the deep history of West Virginia glass by stopping
by. The West Virginia Museum of American Glass has a collection of more
than 17,000 pieces.

At the Mountaineer Military Museum, you will experience some of the Unit-
ed States Military’s unique moments while seeing the military of our country
and the nation comes alive through a soldier’s eyes.

Kick back and relax at Lambert’s Winery, situated on a beautiful hillside in
its own hand cut stone building where you can take a tour of the facility and
enjoy a tasting while visiting the gift shop.

You may also visit the childhood home of Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson at
WVU’s Jackson Mills Farmstead. Here you will see an 1840’s farmstead
with a working gristmill, blacksmith’s shop, buildings, cabins and more.

Outdoor enthusiasts can visit Stonewall Jackson Lake State Park or Stone-
coal Lake for boating, fishing, hiking, hunting and more. Enjoy a round
of golf while spending a relaxing weekend at the four diamond awarded
Stonewall Resort on the shore of Stonewall Jackson Lake.

Come visit where heroes were raised, legends born and memories are
made! For more information contact:

800-296-7329
lewiscountycvb.com

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM 304-269-7328
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Spring Turkey Harvest

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— According to preliminary data
gathered by the West Virginia Di-

Rob Pyles caught the big bass at
the Bass Sportsman event at Stone-
wall Jackson Lake (May 26). It
weighed weighed 4-12.

www.wvasportsman.net

Tony Crumbliss, from Brigeport,
went to Lake Erie for this giant.

vision of Natural Resources, turkey
hunters in West Virginia harvested
12,274 gobblers this spring, which
is a 15-year high and a 6 percent
increase over 2017.

This year’s harvest also is more
than 10 percent above the 10-year
average, said Mike Peters, Game
Bird and Small Game Project
Leader for the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resources.

All but two DNR districts report-
ed an increase over 2017 harvest
figures. Districts 4 and 5 were the
only two districts with fewer har-
vested birds this year. Counties in
District 1 harvested the most birds
again this year with 3,416, fol-
lowed by District 6 (2,651), Dis-
trict 5 (1,811), District 4 (1,515),
District 3 (1,805) and District 2

Intersection of

2{0]67,¢

Rt. 4 & 20
(07 :\"A= Rock Cave, WV
IGA 924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane Exchange

Beverages & Snachks
Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm Sun Noon to 5PM

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

(1,076).

The five counties with the largest
harvest were Preston (553), Ma-
son (468), Jackson (460), Harrison
(440) and Marshall (417).

Youth hunters harvested 431 tur-
keys during the one-day youth sea-
son on April 14. Those numbers,
along with county totals, are in-
cluded in the table below

GUNS

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

Crosshows: Parker - 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
PSE & MARTIN Bows * Expert Bow Tuning * Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro * Mike’s * Joe’s Flies * Berkley

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569
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Restoring Brook Trout In The Panhandle

ROMNEY, W.Va. — West Virgin-
ia Division of Natural Resources
biologists recently released fin-
gerling native brook trout into a
tributary of the Cacapon River in
Hampshire County with the help of
students from Slanesville Elemen-
tary School.

The eggs and milt were taken
from native brook trout in a near-
by stream, after which the adults
were quickly returned to the water.
Biologists took the fertilized eggs
to Reymann Farms, a facility near
Wardensville affiliated with West
Virginia University. Staff at the fa-
cility raised the young trout to fin-
gerling size over several months.

The decision to stock finger-
lings has been a well-thought out
process and part of an effort to
restore native brook trout to the

Eastern Panhandle. DNR initially
stocked hatchery-raised trout, but
they didn’t reproduce well.,. DNR
also tried taking adult native brook
trout from one stream and putting
them in another, but this depleted
the trout population of the donor
stream and increased the chance of
transferring harmful bacteria to the
new stream. Stocking fingerling
trout appears to have been success-
ful.

“To get to this size, they’ve prov-
en themselves to be pretty hardy,
and they are more likely to survive
high water flows,” Keplinger said.

“One of the keys to this method’s
success is that these trout come
from parents genetically adapted
to the local stream conditions,”
Keplinger said. “The hardest part
of the process is finding females

and males right when they are
ready to spawn.”

Keplinger said what DNR has
learned from this year’s process
will be used next year so more na-
tive brook trout can be raised for
release in nearby streams with sim-
ilar elevation, water temperature
and water quality.

Joe Kessler caught a 21 1/2” new
River smallmouth bass.

Dog Supplies * Tannerite
Garmin * Holsters
Tactical Supplies * Lucky Buck

Muzzleloaders * Trapping * Blinds * Stands

Camo Clothing: Yukon ¢ Country Life
Moonshine * Muddy Girl  Browning

ANDERSON OUTDOORS

“Everything You Need For Your Next Outdoor Adventure”

Parker * Bear
Crossbows
Custom Arrows

Fishing Tackle
Trout Bait * Knives
Scopes * Binoculars

RIFLES
SHOTGUNS
PISTOLS

AMMUNITION

NEW

10AM to6PM
Mon Tue Thu Fri Sat
10am to 5pm Wed
Closed Sunday

LADIES HANDBAGS & CAMO

Consignment

Area
» We Can Sell Your
Sporting ltems

242 South Kanahwa St.
BUCKHANNON, WV
304-460-2317

ARCHERY

BEAR
PARKER
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Dial In With Swim Jigs

Folks in Wisconsin seem to have
an affinity for swim jigs. While
Tom Monsoor is pretty much the
world authority on the method, that
doesn’t mean there aren’t other
ways to do it. Matt Stefan has made
the Forrest Wood Cup three of the
last four years, and each year he’s
put at least a few in the boat on a
swim jig no matter where the sea-
son has taken him.

“The swim jig would definitely be
my go-to bait if I could choose one
bait,” says Stefan. “That’s because
it’s such a versatile bait that you
can really use it through any level
of the water column. You can use
it in a foot of water through thick
grass. You can use a heavy swim jig

Sam Greenwood, from Newport,
OH, bagged a 24 1b. turkey.

Lon Wright, from Waverly, caught
a7 1b. 9 oz rainbow trout.

on ledges. You can fish suspended
fish with it around docks and over
deep water. It’s really a bait you
can utilize at all different levels of
the water column and through all
different types of cover.”

Through his love of the bait Ste-
fan has formed several opinions
about it, from what makes a good
swim jig to the best times to put

continue to the next page
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Guns - Pistols - Bows - Knives
Safes - Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Camo Clothing - Scents
Gortex Clothing - Dog Supplies
Trapping - Custom Arrows - More
Crossbows: Parker -

BOOTS BY: LaCrosse - Rocky - Red Wing
Browning - Matterhorn - Irsih Setter - Danner
____Carolina - Chippewa

. Liberty Safes

Fishing Boats /MELIE/

Mission - Excaliber

Hunting
Boots
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Outboards
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St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department
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one into action.

Before signing on with Dirty Jigs,
Stefan made most of his own swim
Jjigs, and would probably still do so
if he weren’t satisfied with what is
commercially available.

For the actual jig, the meticulous
pro likes a bullet-shaped head and
a vertical line tie — one that is in
line with the hook. He believes that
combination produces the most
weedless jig possible. Stefan also
likes to thin out the brush guard,
sometimes taking out as many as
one-third of the strands. He often
thins the skirt as well, both short-
ening and removing some of the
strands. Finally, Stefan prefers a
Jig with a good trailer keeper, be
it a nice molded-in barb or a wire
keeper. Though he sometimes uses

continue to the next page

Kansas Caldwell & Luke Lough-
ery caught bass in an Ohio County
farm pond.



CRISS SALES & SERVICE

(304

472-1474

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

Husqvarna

Shindaiwa & More

) Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

Super Glue to lock trailers in place,
he doesn’t like the buildup that can
occur overtime.

“The majority of the time I'm
throwing a 3/8-ounce jig,” Ste-
fan says. “If I'm in super shallow
water I’ll switch to a 1/4-ounce,
and up north here we have a lot of
deep weedlines, and I'll switch to
a 3/4-ounce in that respect. That
can really be a killer in the summer
when fish are grouped up in like 14
feet of water.”

Stefan throws the Dirty Jigs Swim
Jig or the Finesse Swim Jig 95 per-

cent of the time, relying mostly on
the standard model. He also occa-
sionally uses the No-Jack Swim
Jig.

“I utilize the finesse one when
I’m fishing smallmouths, which is
usually in rivers,” says Stefan. “I
do that because the hook is sub-
stantially smaller on it. It’s still
extremely stout. You don’t have to
worry about bending it on a fish,
but they get it in their mouths bet-
ter. The smallmouths have a bad
habit of just coming up and grab-

continue to the next page
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Denny Jones & Jake Rice had suc-
cess with spring gobblers.
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Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19 Walkersville

Ammo

Live Bait

Game Checking
Fishing Supplies

Camp Sites - Full Hookups

Chalets - Call For Reservations
Eat-in or Carry Out Food - Pizza
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Beverages - More
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Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes
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TV &AC Welcome FREE
Parking
304-472-3000]  Genter Of City

ing the tail, and I think that a big-
ger hook has prevented some fish
in my past from getting the bait.

“For the most part I don’t feel like
I need to throw the No-Jack too
much, but if I’'m down in Florida
and using braid I will switch over.
It’s such a stout hook that you need
something to drive the hook home,
and you’ll be using it in cover
that’s so thick that you need braid
anyway.”

Stefan usually opts for 15-pound-
test Seaguar InvizX line and some-
times drops down to 10-pound test
in wicked-clear water. He sticks
with a high-speed reel and usual-
ly uses a custom-built rod made
on a St. Croix Legend Tournament
finesse swim jig rod blank. The
blank is a 7-foot, 1-inch, medi-
um-heavy power with an extra-fast
action — heavy enough to manage
around cover but light-duty enough
to present and work some fairly
small baits.

BRUSHY FORK MART

Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

E D E

Diesel
Kerosene
WYV Lottery & Powerball
We Have SHINERS
and CRAPPIE MINNOWS

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm—
Sun 7am to 9pm

2‘&» &
et

304-472-5132 °

For his trailers, Stefan prefers a
swimbait.

“I’m a big fan of boot tails,” he
says. “I feel like the bait wobbles
side to side, and it allows the bait
to have more action.”

Most of the time his swimbait of
choice is a Reaction Innovations
Skinny Dipper, and he starts the
process by cutting the head off.
Then, he trims up from the bot-
tom to make the bait a little more
streamlined before rigging it on he
Jig. When finished, the process cre-

Kathy Dunlap bagged a gobbler.
Photo courtesy of Crossroads General
Store near Newark.

24 N. Kanawha St.
BUCKHANNON, WV 26101

Dalton Cutwright, owner

ates a really nice package that will
come through grass very easily.
continue to the next page

Logan Utt caught a 52” musky in

the Little Kanawha. Photo courtesy
of WV Wild Outdoors in Birch River.

www.wvasportsman.net

ZERO-TURN

US 33 East

$ suzasa

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Buckhannon, WV
304-472-4824
www.supersmittys.com

YAMAHA

Motorcycles
utv-ATvV
Service * Sales
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Chucking and winding a swim jig
through shallow vegetation is prob-
ably the most common way to fish
one. It’s also one of the simplest
techniques because once you have
a good swim jig combo you’re ba-
sically set to start winding it back
through the grass.

Two ways that Stefan likes to
make use of the swim jig’s versa-
tility are in shallow river situations
and on deep weed edges. Both re-
quire a bit more refined technique.
1. Cut bank swimming

One of Stefan’s favorite times to
fish a swim jig is when he’s key-
ing up shallow in rivers such as the
Mississippi and the Wolf in Wis-
consin and Minnesota.

“I love it for fishing cut banks and
current-type conditions where I’ve
got some wood up against the bank
and a little bit of depth,” he says.
“I’ll throw it up to the cut bank or
the log and let it drop to the bot-
tom and then slowly start retrieving
back. It’s a killer for smallmouths
or largemouths.”

Stefan says the key to finding cut
banks is using your eyes and look-
ing at places that have or had cur-

LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES - FINANCE - PARTS - SERVICE

www.leesonsmotors.com 320 West Main Street
Bridgeport, WV
(304) 842-5469

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV's

rent flowing by.

“It doesn’t have to be main riv-
er; there just needs to be current at
some point in the year,” says Ste-
fan. “In the spring there may be a
lot of current that shoots through
a backwater, but in the summer
there may not be. The biggest thing
is you want to find those undercut
banks. A lot of it is visual. You’ll
go down the bank and see sand, and
then there will be a 10-foot stretch
where you see black water. It may
only be a foot deep, but they will
get under that little bank.”

The season and target species de-
termine whether he focuses time in
the main river or the backwaters.

“The main-river stuff is usually
better for a mixed bag, and the stuff

in the backwater is usually more of
continue to the next page

Isaac Williams bagged a HUGE 29

Ib. 6 oz. gobbler. Photo courtesy of
Holbert’s Store in Big Bend.

v K
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* Open To All Teams

July 28 - Tygart Lake
August 25 - Sutton Lake
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largemouth deal,” Stefan says. “If
it is mid- to late summer when
largemouths are usually winning
in the Midwest I'll fish the back-
waters. If it’s the fall of the year
or the spring I’ll usually fish the
main river.”

Stefan mostly targets cut banks
that are 2 to 3 feet deep and likes
the 3/8-ounce Finesse Swim Jig
because he wants to be prepared
for smallmouths, and he wants
the bait to fall fairly quickly and
not be swept away like a Y4-ounce
bait would. He likes chartreuse
and white for smallmouths or a
mixed bag and black and blue or
green pumpkin when he’s more
dialed in on green fish.

“If they bite it on the fall, that’s
like if you are throwing any
pitching jig,” says Stefan. “But
especially when you have small-
mouths, quite often you’ll get bit
on the way back, and the swim jig
allows me to get those bites in be-
tween the fall and the boat.”

Regardless of where they bite,
Stefan likes to put the bait right
up on the bank, with about 90 per-
cent of his casts being some kind
of underhand pitch or skip.

Advertise in the

W.Va. Sportsman
Details On Page 3

Cory Boothe, from Nicholas Co.,
caught a huge 30 pound carp.
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Tyler Outdoor
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