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TRACKER

oats

Fith the Finedt!

Tracker Jon Boats
10’ - $599
12’ - $649
14’ - $709
15’ - $1,149

HUGE Selection
Of NEW 2017
Boats

WV’s Only

WV’s #1 Pontoon Dealer

Huntington, West Virginia
1-64 Exit 8, then 4 miles south

(304) 525-4556

www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com
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Attention Bass Fishermen!

Get Your Name On Our
Mail-List For Bass Tournaments
In 2017
Fill Out The Form Below
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Cover Photo

Joey Eddy was fishing for catfish
in February in the Willow Island
Pool of the Ohio River. He inad-
vertently snagged this huge pad-
dlefish. The largest recorded one
was 198 pounds in Iowa. They
must be released immediately.

Send in your 2016/17 game and
fish TEXT pics. Send to 304-
482-7217. Bucks only - no does.

There have been numerous text
pics sent in this year. If you are
not in the last couple of issues,
look in future issues for your pic.




Game Tracking Signs

I have come to learn that most
hunting shows and many national
hunting articles are all about big
business. Many are featuring hunts
and articles about hunting behind
high fences, accompanied by pro-
fessional  photographers.  That
holds little interest for me, and I'm
sure many others in WV. Since 1
think WV hunters are among the
best anywhere. I thought an article
about tracking might be helpful
for beginners and people without
someone to help them get started.
Seasoned WV hunters know all
these things, and more, but for
some I hope it’s helpful.

THERE’S ALWAYS SIGN

Oh, the lost art of tracking, in
today’s high tech fast speed world.
There is still one art / skill that as
far as I know remains unpolluted
by “progress”. Tracking, I’'m happy
to say, must be done much the way
the long hunters of 1760 did it.

It has been said that an “expert”
is someone who has made every
mistake possible in a narrow field.
Under that definition I “reckon.” I
am as much of an expert as anyone
in this field. No article on track-
ing would be complete without
the standard tracking 101 bullet
points.

You made the shot. The deer or
bear took off like a freight train.
Next step, settle down, take your

R&S SPORTS & PAWN INC.

BUY « SELL - TRADE - PAWN
GUNS - FISHING GEAR
TOOLS - JEWELRY

Mon to Fri 10AM - 5SPM
Sat 10AM 0 20M | 304-275-1112]

100 Midway St.

Musky Baits - TackIe
HUNTING SEASON IS HERE!

By Cory Boothe
time, memorize a tree or log or
something that’s adjacent to where
you last saw him. Know this, it will
all look different from the ground
once you climb out of the tree. So
be very careful in memorizing the
spot. When possible, ‘triangulate”
it; that’s to say, memorize 3 points
that leaves nothing to chance about
where he was. Even a compass
reading from the tree is helpful.
Whatever you do, do not mess this
up. Many animals are lost by failure
to do this. There is no room for er-
ror here. Mark the spot with a trail
marker and look back at the tree to
make sure you’re right. If you must
climb back into your stand, look
at your marker and make sure it’s
right, do it. A friend can help a lot
here. One more time-----make sure
your right. Do not get discouraged,
if blood is not present immediately
(goes double for bear). It may take
a little while for blood to make it to
ground. Use hair, tracks, turned up
leaves, anything to start the trail.
Finding the arrow is gold at this
point. My guess is more deer are
lost by a failure in this basic step
than anything else.

continue to the next page

FREE Online
www.wvasportsman.net

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS-CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

CHELYAN, WV

BARNETT 304-595-2699
PARKER  Mon Tue Thu Fri12 -7
EXCALIBER Wed 12 - 5
CROSSBOWS  Sat- 10AM to 2PV

www.bow-listicarchery.com

BOOKING WILD
BOAR HUNTS

Jason Haynes & Elijah caught a
large trout at Turkey Run Lake.

Murray’s
Lures & Trapping Supplies

Trapping © Lure Scents ¢ Oils ¢ Urine ® Traps © Triggers

Baseplates ® T-bar Springs ¢ Links ® Trapline Supplies o

Trap Holders ® Trap Bedder e Trap Tags ¢ Snaring Books S

Fleshing Tool ¢ Push Pins ¢ Sure Locks ¢ Boots & Clothing

Game Calling Supplies ® Assorted Books ¢ Videos and Much More

Hawbaker ¢ Carman’s ® Burkhart’s  Sleepy Creek ¢ Duke ¢ Bridger
Call or Visit Our Website - Shipments Will Be Sent UPS

304-275-TRAP

www.murrayslures.com A*tﬂ
UPS Service Available .~ h ('
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Marietta, Ohio

MARIETTA POLARIS
27425 ST.RT. 7

www.mariettapolaris.com

Offers vary by model. Valid on select 2013-2017 new and unregistered models purchased between 3/1/17- 4/30/17. See your dealer for details. Rates
as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Examples of monthly payments required over a 36-month term at a 2.99% rate: $29.08 per $1,000 financed; and
at an 5.99% rate: $30.42 per $1,000 financed. An example of a monthly payment with $0 down, no rebate, an APR of 2.99% for 36 months at a MSRP
of $9,999.00 is $290.74; total cost of borrowing of $467.60 with a total obligation of $10,466.60. Down payment may be required. Other financing
offers are available. See your local dealer for details. Minimum Amount Financed $1,500; Maximum Amount Financed $50,000. Other qualifications
and restrictions may apply. Financing promotions void where prohibited. Offer subject to change without notice.

We Have
ATV/UTY Trailers

740-374-5766

Don’t forget em’... They mark

the trail...  Even after dark!!!!!

Reusable trail markers that re-
flect in the dark. Are easily found
on-line. Never forget them in your
hunting bag, they are inexpensive

Rhonda McKibben had success
with a bow. Photo courtesy of Crooked

Creek Archery in Williamstown.

and reusable. In an emergency cut
up your hanky, or mark trees, but
mark the trail, since it can pay big
dividends later on.

Once you are sure you are at the
right spot and azimuth, carefully
look for blood, don’t be too proud
to get down on all fours. Note the
kind of blood, bubbly? Probably
lung hit. Bright red? An artery.

Dark red? Possible the liver. This
is all helpful. Finding the arrow is a
cornucopia of evidence and lighted
knocks can be a great help. I al-
ways smile when I read of blood
trails that an author says looks like
they were “poured from a boot.” I
have only seen a couple of those
in 100’s of tracking jobs. Drips or

continue to the next psge
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ARCHERY

Mon-Fri 5pm to 8pm Sat 12-6pm

Hoyt ¢ G-5 Prime

QUEST BOWS - From G5

EASTON - CARBON EXPRESS - GOLD TIP
Ten Point * Parker ¢ Excaliber Crossbows
Archery Supplies - Pro Shop

1.8 Miles From I-77 - Rt. 31/Airport Road
WILLIAMSTOWN, WV 304-375-2434

Bowtech
PARKER G5

On Facebook
crooked creek archery

30 TARGET 3-D ARCHERY RANGE
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Stonewall Jackson

Team Bass Tournaments

VANDALIA RAMP
7AM - 4PM

* 6 FISH LIMIT
2 CAN BEOVER 18"
* Complete Rules Given
At Each Event

Two

May 7
$90 Entry + $10 Big Bass
$5 Late Fee Entering At Ramp

Stonewall
Classic

September
9&10

$130 ENTRY + $10 DAILY BIG BASS
$5 LATE FEE ENTERING AT RAMP

Mail In $20 To Hold Boat Number
Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105
304-482-7217

1 1
i Name i
i i
i i
i Partner '
i :
1 1
'One Phone # '
H «CheckBox !
1 ]
1 $20 Each Event
E May 7 « Pay The Balance E
! AtThe Ramp 1
1 1
1 1

sprays will be more likely, so look
at leaves on bushes and sides of
trees. I have heard many hunters
complain about the redness in fall
leaves. If in doubt touch the leaf
with your finger to find blood. You
are now on your way. Just remem-
ber slow is fast.

Next— the standard old---“wound-
ed deer or bear will most often go
downhill”. This is true but note
the words “most often”. Just stay
on the blood trail. If the deer starts
up a big hill where he had an op-
tion not to, beware. He probably is
not fatally hit. Mark the trail back
out until morning, or at least a few
hours to let him bed down.

You shot the animal “right before
dark”. Should you proceed to track,
or wait till morning? Here is where
I differ from most ‘’experts.” Un-
less I know it was a gut shot, I will
at least find the first sign and mark
it. I will then decide to pursue,
based on the hit, the kind of blood,
the weather forecast. If it’s going to
rain, proceed. I do not like waiting
till morning without marking sign
because guaranteed it will all look
different in the daylight. The morn-
ing dew or frost will also confuse
things, along with domestic dogs,
coyotes, or other critters on the
blood trail during the night.

E) Bad hits----If you are certain
your shot was too far back, wait
till morning, or if shot was in the
morning, wait at least 3-4 hrs. be-

fore even exiting the tree. He may
be laying close. Typically, gut shot
animals will run a short distance,
lie down and watch their back trail.
If you pursue you are in for a long
track and will probably lose the
animal. Discretion is by far the bet-
ter part of valor here. I have found
many gut shot, or even hind quarter
shot animals, by simply waiting.

Now let’s move on to more ad-
vanced tracking tips.

I don’t know why it is, perhaps
it’s a phrase I read as a very young
hunter. The phrase was in a publi-
cation called “Pennsylvania Game
News” and it was used in the con-

text of preventing lost, wounded
continue to the next page

Cory Boothe, author of this story,
brought in a couple of coyotes.

Compare

My Prices

NINGH,

Knife & Gun Shop

Many New & Used Guns & Pistols
Deer Rifles In Stock - Large Selection
Concealed Carry Pistols

613 Sheridan St. GLENVILLE, WV

11am to 6pm
Mon - Sat

304-804-2022
304-483-2087
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animals from going down the “RAT
HOLE OF WASTE.”

Maybe that was it, maybe not.
Perhaps it was reading how native
Americans, such as the Shawnee,
the Iroquois, the Delaware, could
track and how they used every part
of a slain deer or bear. For whatev-
er reason, | have been determined
as a hunter not to waste any deer,
no matter what. I think I have done
pretty well. Bow hunters MUST
develop tracking skills. Like ev-
erything else in life, you get good
at what you practice. Here are some
tips I have found helpful.

1) Track ‘em backwards

We all know how it goes. Most
bow hunters start out as rifle hunt-
ers. You or your hunting buddy
shootadeer. Ittakes off and crashes,
many times within seeing or hear-
ing distance. Excitement abounds,

andhandshakes, tagging, and field
dressing ensues. Before removing
your trophy or your friends, take the
time to “reverse track them”. That
is slowly and painstakingly track
them back to where the shot oc-
curred, marking the trail as you go.
Notice everything. Note how little
blood is visible as the deer moved
fast, more blood as he moved slow.
Note how he weaved before he fell,
note how he bled more going up,
even a little hill and less as he went
downhill. Note the tracks. This
simple exercise under no pressure
can be the greatest skill builder in
tracking. The more times a per-
son does it the better he becomes.
If your friend insists on removing
the felled deer, mark the spot and
start from there. I have read many
articles about tracking and never
read one that recommended this

Homes & Lots FOR SALE

WESTON AREA

11 Acres with a singlewide
and a large barn. Single wide
was renting for $750 a month.
Barn is 35x60 with main level
storage & a small apartment
above. Close to 2 lakes and
thousands of acres of hunting.
CALL FOR PRICE

Walk to the dock of Stonewall Jackson Lake.
Thousands of acres of public hunting. MUST SEE!

Two Building Lots Over 2+ Acres Each Al Properties
Middle Run and Glady Fork

CALL: 304-269-2345 or 304-838-2112

Move in ready home with brand
new everyting! New floors,
walls & bathrooms. New 200
amp electric, septic, furnace and
central a/c. New appliances,
washer/dryer & hot water tank.
All new plumbing - interior oak
doors. Outside has wood siding
and wrap around deck.
Anderson windows.
CALL FOR PRICE

In Ad Are Near
Weston,WV
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Revelle’s River Resort
US.Rt 33
9 Miles East Of \
ELKINS, WV \
304-636-0023
Stocked Fishing Stream

Cottages and Cabins
300 + Camp Sites

practice. It may seem silly after all
you know where the deer is, it may
even be on a 4-wheeler on its way
out of the woods. However, you
have just been presented a prime
chance to practice tracking without
being excited or pressured once
you’ve tracked it to the spot of the
shot, track it forward to where he
fell. You’ll start to get the picture.
2) Gotta be like a dog

continue to the next page

Adam Black, from Milton, landed
a 7 pound brown trout in Cabell
County.

Photo tip: Always take 2 shots
with your digital camera. Take the
Ist one and step back a couple of
feet and take another. You won’t
chop off the head. You don’t pay
for film with a digital camera. So,
try this for better results.



Route 95 5 Miles From 177
PARKERSBURG, WV

Genuine Skooter

304-861-0449
1-866-266-6855

dsd_kawasaki@hotmail.com

ATV’S, SIDE BY SIDES,
DIRT BIKES.....CALL!

WE GOT ‘EM!!!

SEE US AT www.dsdkawasaki.com
OR LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Ever notice how a dog tracks? His
powerful nose smelling things we
cannot, he will follow the trail ex-
actly, if he gets off it. He always
returns to the last spot he had it.
This is exactly what you must do.
Never, ever over run the sign, you
risk stepping on critical clues. Ev-
ery time you start on the trail pic-
ture the dog, use what you see him

Caleb Myers shot an 8 point in
Upshur County.

do instinctively. So, must you hone
your instincts.

In broken country, thick country,
you will be tempted to walk around
thickets. My advice is to stay on
the blood trail. Thick country
leaves even more opportunity for
sign to appear.

While tracking bow-hit bear al-
ways have an armed friend cover-
ing you has you track.

3) Control your emotions
Remember this, and say it to
yourself over and over----Once you
lose the track and start blundering
around the woods, looking for the
animal your odds just went down

maybe as much as 80% in find-
ing it. Let’s be honest. Most of us
don’t have a dozen friend or fam-
ily members to look for game. We
may be alone or with a friend. It’s
natural to be jazzed after the shot,
but your job is far from being over.
Be serious, slow, and deliberate.
Never risk fatally wounding these
magnificent wild creatures and re-
sort to finding them once the buz-
zards show up. There is no app on
your phone for this—it will take
grit, determination and persever-
ance, but most of all patience.

4) 3’s a crowd

continue to the page 13

IRVINE’S CAMPER SALES

740-989-2291 800-987-4275
www.irvinescamper.com

Located close to Parkersburg, WV On US Rt. 50
2 Miles From The Corridor D Bridge

17 State Rt. 555  Little Hocking, Ohio

NEW
USED

Exclusive
Jayco Dealer
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Stop By Our Store OR Shop Online With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You - www.doddsports.com

Crossbows
Buy
Sell
Trade
Clothing
We Accept
Major Credit
Cards
Reloading
Weatherby ¢ Browning ¢ Kimber ¢ Cooper
Ruger * Remington * Winchester
Thompson Center * Glock ¢ Springfield

S&W ¢ Walther ¢ Taurus & More

Huge Selection Of Leupold

Reloading * Scopes * Ammo
Dau Holsters ¢ Knives

”_-EW:'A y Large Selection Of 22 Ammo
Way Clothing & More

11-6 Mon to Fri Down

11-5 Sat

S ustOffiRtA50]
Parkersburg

JAndIClarksburg
103 Maple St.
ELLENBORO, WV

304-869-3200
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OLD & NEW SPORTS

JACKSON COUNTY’S
OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY ¢ SELL
TRADE * PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers

HARD TO FIND || RIFLES°SHOTGUNS
AMMUNITION PISTOLS.-AMMO

IN STOCK .
Bows Large Selection
Rick Dotson used a muzzleloader Large Selection Of Arrows LIVE BAIT
in Wood County for a big 10 point. I
Crosshows & Accessories o

Rods * Reels & Tackle For:
Bass ® Musky ® Crappie
Trout * Catfish & More

RAPPINGSUPPUIES| 813 washington st.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

Dannie Siers, from Chloe, shot a

great 10 point in Calhoun County. Charleston WV 1-64 Exit 47
His grandson, Mason is on the left. -
s Cross Lanes WV Next to Casino

Garden

Grille

100% Non Smoking
Joe Taylor hooked a 44” musky out wv_HoteI CoOMm 800-798-7886

of the Hughes River.
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This hunter tagged a fine buck.
Photo courtesy of Crossroads General
Store near Newark.

Ethan Mahan harvested a nice 10
point buck in Jackson County.

Cari Weekley, from St. Marys, shot
a 10 point in Ritchie County.

Broken Wheel Campground
. and Country Store
1-79 Exit 96

Weston, WV

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance 7
11/2 Miles On The Right

304-269-6097

Fishing & Hunting
Supplies
Gifts - Game Room - Playground
Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

Y LIVE BAIT

Harley Jackson landed a nice small-
mouth bass on the New River.

Josh Dennison harvested a good 9
point buck in Lewis County.

LIVE
BAIT

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV

GUNS 304-275-4619
In Stock Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Or Ordered 5am-8pm Fr
Safe 7am-8pm Sat
Showroom 7am-5pm Sun

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
* Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages * Gasoline
* Food ¢ Live Bait * Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle « Musky Lures

CROSSBOWS
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BULLS—EYE OUTDOORS

RIFLES - SHOTGUNS - HENRY TRIBUTE GUNS

Safes - American Security & Gardall
Fishing Tackle - Bass Fishing Equipment
Hats - T-Shirts
Holters & Gun Cases
Lots Of Ammunition

Crosshows ¢ Parker & Ten Point

Concealed Carry Classes
Cody Miller - NRA Certified Instructor
LARGE SELECTION OF PISTOLS Call Or Email For Schedule
Open:
Mon - Fri
11-6
Sat
11-5
We Aim
To Please
A.Uberti - History Repeats Itself HOLSTERS & GUN CASES

Exact Replica Firearms From The Past

1255 1/2 Gihon Road Parkersburg, WV  304-422-2666  BullseyeOutdoors@yahoo.com

March/April 17 ~ Page 12




50 Yard Shot
INDOOR RANGE
OPEN NOW

304-622-8440

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT « MATHEWS ¢ DIAMOND s BOWTECH ¢ MISSION « STROTHERS
Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

Crossbows - Many Brands Available
Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Across RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV

NEW BOW TUNING
PRO SHOP

Open 10AM to 9PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat. & Sun.

Harold Cogar, Owner

While tracking, most times 2 peo-
ple are all you want present, one
to mark the trail and one to slowly
scout ahead for next sign. You will
find that, as more and more mark-
ers go up, the line gets established
and the job usually becomes easier.
The more people present, the high-
er the odds are of someone grow-
ing impatient and forging ahead
and the harder it is to concentrate.
The more chattering that goes on
the worst things get. People by na-
ture are impatient in groups. In this
race the tortoise most often wins.
It would seem the more people the
better. I am saying not so much.

5) It’s all in your head

Tracking begins with the mind
set---THERE IS ALWAYS SIGN.
Never ever give in to the thought
there is none. Being 2 feet off the
trail may has well be 20. When you
cannot find a sign, go back to the
last sign and start again (remember

the dog). Most often you’ll find a
spot of blood, an over turned leaf, a
track, a broken twig or branch that
will point the way. I cannot count
the times hunters have told me
“’couldn’t find a drop of blood, ’that
I helped them unravel the trail. I
have been accused of gifted vision
a lot, but I think it’s just persever-
ance.

6) Why mark the trail???

I hate writing this paragraph, but I
feel I must. There may come a time,
say crossing a barren corn field, or
power line, or other such patch de-
void of cover, when sign gets very
thin, perhaps non- existent to the
human eye. That is when mark-
ing the trail pays off big. Your past
markers have established “LINE”.
Hurt deer or bear usually go from
point A to point B, point B being the
thick cover where they feel secure.
Look at his route using the last few
markers. Cross the opening in line

and odds are surely in your favor
of picking up the sign on the other
side and continuing the track. Only
use this method if you must as it’s
not a substitute for staying on the
blood trail. It’s an option only to
be used when you must. I call this
plan “B” but I don’t use it unless
every single possibility of staying
on the trail has been tried.

Young Logan White used a cross-
bow for this Jackson Co 8 point.

1601 Bowne Av
Charleston, WV 25303
(304) 744-3324

www.charlestonmarine.com
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The Power Of The Wacky Rig

It must seem out of place for me
to be writing about a slow, method-
ical technique.

When you’ve built your reputa-
tion as a power fisherman who cov-
ers water and fishes fast, it hardly
seems fitting for me to talk about
something at the opposite end of
the technique spectrum.

But I’ve learned the hard way.
Wacky rigging is an important tool
that can be so darn deadly in a vari-
ety of situations.

Like now. Fish are beginning to
spawn in the southern half of the
country and bass are more fickle
about lure presentations than any
other time of the year.

Sometimes you need to show the
fish a little different action to get
them to bite.

The wacky rig also works well
around boat docks,under overhang-
ing trees or even in a little current.
It’s ideal when the fish are being
heavily pressured in clear water.

I also wacky rig for drop shotting

Advertise in the
W. Va. Sportsman

Details on Page 3

Logan Jarrett reeled in a 7 pound, 1
oz. largemouth bass.

Motorcycles

By Kevin VanDam

either a 4-inch Strike King Ocho
(stick worm) or a Dream Shot.
Both provide tantalizing action and
give the fish something that they
may not have seen before.

For general use, I typically use a

Buckhannon, WV
304-472-4824

Www.supersmittys.com

continue to the next page

Ohio River Team
Bass Tournaments

7am to 4pm

April 23 - Wheeling Island
May 21 - Powhatan Point
June 25 - Wheeling Island
July 23 - Powhatan Point
Aug. 27 - Wheeling Island
$90 Entry Fee Sept. 24 - Powhatan Point

$10 Big Bass (Pays 2 Places)
No Late Fees

Salt Fork Lake main marina
Enter At The Ramp May 29 July 4 Sept. 4
Rules Given At Ramp Sponsored by:

Tournament Questions:  WRIGHT’S RIVERSIDE MARINE
BASS SPORTSMAN Rt. 2 South of St. Marys, WV
304-482-7217 304-684-2850
wvasport@gmail.com  STRATOS  RANGER * G3 Boats

P~ SERVING

-
Southern WV SERVICE

LARGHERYY
[PRO SHORP

Mathews Bowtech Genesis -
Parker Diamond Mission <&k
Excaliber Carbon Express Stryker “i

CARDINAL
PATNEROIERS o SPORITIG GEORS

1221 S. EISENHOWER DRIVE
BECKLEY, WV 25801

304-253-7357
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34 Years Is Our #1 Priority

Bow Tuning
Custom Arrows

Guns * Ammo

Fishing Tackle
Game Check - License




Clip out and Mail In
F - - — — — —

~ WANTED ~

Game Photos From 2016/17

Send In Your Photo (email or text)
Deer (no does), Turkey, Bear or Other Game
Animals Taken During The 2016 Season. It’s FREE

No DOES!

| Name

Address

| City

State Zip

l County
L — —

Animal

| PHOTOS WILL
BE RETURNED

W. Va. Sportsman
Now On Facebook

Have your photo published
in this magazine this year.

Either Mail in Or E-Mail
To This Magazine.
W.Va. Sportsman

P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV 26105

TEXT 304-482-7217
wvasport@gmail.com

straight-tail bait like a regular size
Ocho or a Fat Baby Finesse Worm.
When that’s not working, I may
switch to a standard, 6 1/2-inch fi-
nesse worm.

The finesse worm doesn’t have
much action when it falls, but when
you twitch it has a lot more action
when the ends fold beneath the

Patrick Price, from West Union,
went to Ohio for a 20 point buck.

hook. The Ocho has a more subtle
shimmying action on the fall.

Another bait that has worked well
for me is the Rage Cutter Worm
that has a body similar to the Ocho,
real high salt content and subtle ac-
tion. It sinks horizontally while the
tail flaps slowly.

I usually rig those baits weight-
less, placing the hook in the middle
of the bait so that the ends dangle.

T'use “O” rings that I slide up over
the bait to help secure the hook bet-
ter. They allow you to catch a few
more bass with one bait before it

tears up. I’ve also found that if you
miss a bite, you can drop it quickly
to the same fish without having to
adjust the hook.

If fishing in deeper water or with
a bait that doesn’t have much salt,
I will weight the hook with lead
wire that I get from Bass Pro Shops
fly tying department. It is fine wire
that I wrap on the shank next to the
eyelet and can add whatever I need
to get the fall rate I want.

And while I prefer leaving the
hook exposed, there are times when
continue to the next page

JACKSON
COUNTY
PAWN

MON TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 106, SAT. 10-NOON - Byy - Sell - Trade - Loan

NEW & USED GUNS

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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Carl’s Pawn Shop

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104

(304) 428 PAWN (7296)

fishing around brush that you have
to protect the point. To do that, I
create my own weed guard with
30-pound fluorocarbon. I make a
loop and fold the line, then wrap it
against the hook with fly thread and
a touch of glue. It’s not foolproof,
but it does a pretty good job, and
the line is less visible than a wire
guard.

I prefer to use wacky rigs on spin-
ning tackle with 15-pound braid
and 10- or 12-pound fluorocarbon
leader combination. The key is to
make sure you have a long enough

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

515 Division Street

Parkersburg, WV 26101

(304) 428-7298

fluorocarbon leader that you get a
good sink rate.

The next time you know bass
are in a specific area, show them
a wacky rig. It’s something they
can’t pass up.

It’s all about the attitude!

TEXT

Your Game & Fish

Current Photos
It’s FREE
304-482-7217

Hannah White used her crossbow
in Jackson County for a buck.

BOONER’S BOW SEQP

3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

-Archery Shoots

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Located On Larkmead Rd

Parkersburg, WV 304-863-6962

MISSION

BEAR

‘Leagues
‘Group
Discounts
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COOPER’S
CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV

Complete Hookups
It’s Our 37th Year!

304-227-4219

DNR Cuts 84

Vehicles

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
-- Following the example of Gov-
ernor Jim Justice and other state
government agencies, the Division
of Natural Resources becomes the
first West Virginia Department of
Commerce agency to announce
fleet reductions.

DNR Director Stephen McDaniel
announced Thursday that 84 vehi-
cles will be cut from its statewide
fleet, a reduction of 14 percent.

The reductions will begin imme-
diately and continue over the next
year. Estimated one-time proceeds
and cost savings from the sale of
these vehicles is estimated at nearly
$500,000. An additional $150,000
will be saved annually in fuel,
maintenance and insurance costs.

“I'm proud that my staff has
worked so diligently to do their
part in identifying cost savings
within the Division of Natural Re-
sources,” said DNR Director Ste-
phen McDaniel. “By reducing the
number of vehicles in our fleet, we
will be able to save our state near-
ly $500,000 during the next fiscal
year.”

McDaniel said that the fleet reduc-
tion will generate a cost savings for
the people of West Virginia without
hindering the ability of the DNR to
provide services or perform daily
operational tasks.

GROVEINVIARINE

Financing Available

TRACKER

|
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~ boats
9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon
_S<Zesr
TRACKER.
304-547-5044
7 MILES EAST OF WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD

Triadelphia, WV

Jimmy Watcon brought in a huge Tucker County black bear.

www.rodgersmithmarine.com Skeeter
Yamaha South Bay
Honda  Alumacraft

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487
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Saturday

Ipm to 6pm
Advertise In The * 26 Years In Business
W. Va. Sportsman * Distributed To Over 200
Locations Each Print
* Low Rates * Printed Every Six Weeks
* Free Online Too * Interesting Articles

* Reach Interested Customers Call 304-482-7217

March/April 2017 ~ Page 18




HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

Located In The United Oilfield Building

Rapala ¢ Yo-Zuri « Matzuo * Normnan ¢ Strike King * Berkely ¢ Storm
Castiac * KW * Rage * Yamamoto * Yum ¢ Rebel * Bandit ¢ 6th Sense
Bomber ¢ AC Shiner ¢ Jackall * Havoc ¢ Net Bait * Z Man * Gamakatsu
VMC ¢ Cabin Creek ¢ Rick Clunn ¢ Bass Pro ° Live Target « AAT
Lunkerhunt « Doomsday Turtle ¢ Lucky Strike * Reaction & MORE!

Hunting & Fishing Supplies
Gun Accessories * Camping
Trapping and much more!

BOOTS Bass Pro Shop

OPEN:
7am to 7pm Mon/Fri
7am to 6pm Sat/Sun

Oliver - Muck < Rocky

RODS: DUCKETT - LEW’S

CASHION - CARROT STIX CUSTOM
FENWICK - ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO - Combination JIGS & HOOKS

Packages - Lots of Reels

TROUT

PELICAN

LIVE BAIT

Minnows * Worms ® Mealworms

SMUTTY DOG - AMMA BAMA
CRANE - TYRANT - JH BAIT
JONES - HUGHES RIVER
COBB’S - KOPPERS - LASSO

Just Outside Of Parkersburg

13520 Emerson Ave.
Ohio River Outdoors LLC Williamstown, WV 26187 On RT. 2 304.91 6.1 800
3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit

On Facebook
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ARCHERY FOOD PLOT
+ Excaliber * Numerous
Striker Seeds
- Bows LIVE BAIT
« Crossbows - Worms
DEER FEED * Minnows
- Corn - More
+ Available By SUPPLIES
The Ton $260 - Scents
- Custom Blends |[ prsHING TACKLE - Trail Cams
Available * More
Stop by our fully
stocked hunting
and fishing store! Teresa Snyder landed a nice large-
Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5 mouth. Photo courtesy of Star Printing
Closseilit gui iy in Ravenswood.
1102 West Main St.
AGZ\IIJA]X% Grafton, WV |[DEER ATTRACTANTS
304-265-9278 CORN - FEED

Travis Morgan brought in a nice

buck. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Cody Hobbs landed an 8 pound Dezmon Piersonused abow in Fay-
rainbow trout at Cranberry. ette Co. for a wide racked buck.

- - - . NOW BOOKING
Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min- FOR SPRING & SUMMER
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course SEASON RENTALS

and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
*A/lC * Easy Access
TV - DVD * Great View Of Lake
e Barbecue Grill * Fully Equipped Kitchen
* Large Porch Area Including Dishwasher

Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876
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Josh Murray caught a huge blue
catfish at the Belleville Dam.

Luke Harper used a bow in Ritchie

Co. for a buck. Photo courtesy of
Boone’s Bow Shop in Parkersburg.

Blake Eddy used a bow for a fine

WYV buck. Photo courtesy of Crooked
Creek Archery in Williamstown.

Caleb Smith, from Clothier, bagged
a nice buck in Boone County.

ENTTRRIAL

22 North Locust Street
Buckhannon, WV
26201
(304) 472-4100

www.wvasportsman.net

Remington - Winchester - Weatherby - Browning * Rossi

PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

514 Park Center
RAINELLE, WV

304-438-5660

9AM to 8PM Daily

BUY  TRADE - PAWN
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Guns - Pistols - Bows - Knives
Safes - Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Camo Clothing - Scents
Gortex Clothing - Dog Supplies
Trapping - Custom Arrows - More
Crossbows: Parker -

BOOTS BY: LaCrosse - Rocky - Georgia
Browning - Matterhorn - Irsih Setter - Danner

Liberty &

Heritage Safes /MIE_[/]E-/

Mission - Excaliber

Fishing Boats

Auaqgin - yv3 - ullep - yosizelg - abnoy . biagssoyy - AlusH - 43N - 1Iydsuelq

Hunting
Boots
Gun Cases

Kimber - T-C Encore - Traditions - CVA - Thompson Center
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Jaxton Hostutter was happy with

his buck. Photo courtesy of Tyler Out-
door Supply in Middlebourne.

Coty Pierson used a bow for this
Fayette County buck.

304-439-5329

RICKS

TAXIDERMY

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime
30Years Experience

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road
Buckhannon, WV

M

Accepting Major Credit Cards
Full Time/Award Winning Master

Taxidermist Rick Dunlap

Monty Koontz caught & released
this rainbow trout.

William Wotring brought in a 12
point in Mason County.

PONTOON BOAT HEADQUARTERS

* Ranked one of the TOP 100
Dealers in the USA

 # 1 Rated Dealer in WV

* Only 5 Star Certified Dealer

In West Virginia

# 1 in Sales

# 1 in Quality

# 1 in Customer
Satisfaction

ovEr (75 ) PONTOONS IN STOCK

BENNINGTON - Luxury Performance Pontoons
Models Starting @ $199/Month

1-64 EXxit 8, then 4.5 miles south

HUNTINGTON, WV

www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com

304-525-4556

CHANGING LIVES FOR THE BETTER - ONE BOAT AT A TIME
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OPEN HOUSE MARCH 24 - 25 -26 SPECIAL SAVINGS

Need A Tool Box Or Set Of Steps? Reepers In Lots Of Colors All The RV Accessories
We Got ‘Em Cheap! Come Get Your Today!! You Could Need!

Keep It Clean! New Orion Reeper Authorized Weather Tech Dealer
We’ve Got Everything For 2 Seater 4 Cyl. 1100 cc

Sanitation Call For Details $17,495!

Lowest Prices Around

: Have Some Fun With One
Parts Galore! Pt iy O Our Cool Toys Or Relax In
eorskins ans: An Antigravity Chair

RV’s: Viking Coachmen Class C Motorhomes In Stock G3 Bass Boat

Coachmen “We Sell Fun!”  Pontoons
Catalina - Sandpiper www.hometownrvcenter.com
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Spring Crappie Fishing

You may have heard that spring
crappie fishing is one of the easiest
types of fishing you can ever do.
However, in reality it can be rather
frustrating if you don’t know a few
good techniques that can help you
continue catching crappie after the
initial spawning days are over. The
first thing that you need to do is
understand that this is a busy time
for crappie and so they are moving
around a lot. Therefore, you have to
be willing to move around as well.

The fish will be in the deeper water
at the start of this season and they
will slowly begin to work their way
to the more shallow water as spring
begins to set in and the water starts
to warm up. They are in search of
places to spawn. When summer
starts they will be headed back out
to the deeper water. Knowing this

Brandon Roberts, from Munds-
ville, hooked a 7 pound saugeye.

SPENCER'S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745

OVER 39 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS *
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS
WEST HAMLIN,WV

ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

information will help you figure
out where the best places to fish for
crappie will be.

When the weather conditions are
not very favorable for the crappie
you need to make it easy for them
to catch the bait you are presenting
to them. An example of this time
would be early spring when it has
been warm for a few days and then
a sudden cold front moves in. This
will startle the fish and they will
try to return to the deeper water
for comfort. It will also make them
slower to bite. Therefore, if you
use a technique that makes it easy
for them to catch the bait during
this confusing time you will catch
more crappie.

Fishing Techniques

One technique that seems to
work really good during this time
of year is called “bumping bottom”
and you use a dropper rig to ac-
complish this technique. The way
it works is by presenting the min-

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING

* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everything you need for
a day on the water!
372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV

now to the crappie vertically with
a dropper rig. Of course, to do this
type of fishing you need to know
where the fish are hiding out in the
deep water. They will be found in
continue to the next page

Tom Lynch caught a big blue cat-
fish in the Kanawha River.

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890
(cell)

BERRY’S CAMPGROUND

Overnight Camping
New River Road

Hinton, WV

Large Selection Of Carhartt Clothing ~ Georgia Boots

WiFI
Lounge
Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing

Catamaran Rentals
Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199

www.berryscamp.com

berrycampinfo@aol.com

March/April 2017 ~ Page 24



Starting $150

iy Hunting Beagles

Pups PKC/AKC/UKC/NKC Pups~Hunting/Field Trial Dogs
Hunting Lights « Garmin GPS Tracking System ¢ Diamond Deluxe
Dog Collars & Straps « Easy Loader « All Types Of Vinyl Coated Wire
David Dewees (304) 545-3820 By Appointment Only

3223 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV 25248

ledges, rocks, stumps and similar
areas.

You must present the bait by bump-
ing it on the bottom in these loca-
tions or allowing it to hover around
the openings. The best method to
use is a 1/2 ounce bell sinker tied to
the end of the swivel to prevent the
line from twisting and a minnow
will work great for the bait. It does
require calm weather conditions to
perform this technique or the line
will be moving too fast for you to
have any success.

Another technique that will re-
quire practice is leaning the differ-
ence between the fish biting and
the bait brushing up against some-
thing. The reason this is so difficult
is because the crappie has such a
soft bite. You may get a little frus-
trated at first but remember with
time and practice you will learn the
difference.

Trolling is another crappie tech-
nique that you will find very useful
for spring crappie fishing. With this
technique you will align several
rods in a row with the same type
of line and bait on each one. Be

Parker’s Safe Sales

Mo 0
iy 01090

In Home Delivery - Up or Down
Tri-States Largest Safe Distributor
S & G Certified Locksmith
Since 1958 - New WVU Safes
740-484-4572
Exit 208 I-70 S. on SR 149-2.7 Miles
Belmont, Ohio

consistent and patient and you can
catch a lot of fish with this method.
However, you do need to check
the regulations for trolling for each
lake before going out because the
rules for each one may vary.

A technique that combines trolling
and “bumping bottom” together is
called “pushing” and it is good for
catching spring crappie when they
are located in the shallow water. It
is a very simple technique that is
accomplished by using live bait.
All you need to get started are a
few rods with lightweight reels po-
sitioned off the edge of the boat.
Add a bell sinker and a couple
hooks about a foot apart and you
are ready to start fishing.

It is the best method found to get
the bait in positions where the big-
gest fish can get to it. It allows you
to put the bait right where you want
it and keep it there until the crappie
become interested. Remember, you
must always move very slowly to

NEW 17 Pitch - 4 Blade
Michigan Brand
Stainless Propeller
And Hubs

* Ideal 70 to 135 HP

Wb $200

use this technique correctly or you
will not get the response you are
hoping for.

Dan Eggertsen is a fishing re-
searcher and enthusiast who is com-
mitted to providing the best crappie
fishing information possible. Get
more information on crappie fish-
ing here: www.askcrappiefishing.
com

Noah Goodwin, from Leon, caught
a nice rainbow trout.

IT°’S BOAT SEASON AT MID-STATE MARINA

MID - STATE MARINA
Route 19 North

Sutton,wv
Phone: (304) 765-7325 (800) 640-7329

G3

Aluminum

g,

rangerboats.com

Honda
Yamaha
Can-Am
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Early Spring Bass

Early spring. It’s the time of year
that every Bass fisherman who is
worth his salt looks forward to. The
thought of Bass that haven’t seen a
lure for at least 3 months is enough
to stir any of us into a frenzy. Early
spring has it’s advantages but it can
have it’s own unique problems as
well. Rising water temperatures
can send Bass into flurries of ac-
tivity that are a Bass fisherman’s
dream come true. But, just as
quickly, a stubborn early spring
cold front can be a nightmare that
puts the fish back into hibernation.
The key to successful fishing dur-

Aly Blankenship, age 11, had suc-
cess with a buck.

(304) 354-9038

Stutlers

Furs, Hides, Roots & Herbs
Call For
Current Prices

3047 Little Creek Rd.

CRESTON, WV

[ loyd’s SPORTSMAN CENTER
Hunting * Fishing * Camping * Boating
Carhartt Clothing - Muck * Georgia * Wolverine Boots
Ammunition - Fly Fishing - Hackle - Targets - Scents
Gun Cleaning - Lots of Fishing Equipment - Much More!
RYV and Boat Equipment - Hardware - Tools
Exit 67 Off Of I-79 - Rt 19 North 1/4 Mile

Sutton, WV 304-765-3332

ing this time of year lies in using
the proper lures, presenting them
properly and using the weather
conditions to your advantage. Pay-

plastic worms of the straight-tail

variety and 1/4 oz. Jig & Pig com-

binations fit the bill. Another con-
continue to the next page

ing attention to the smallest details
can sometimes mean the difference
between a respectable day’s catch
and going home skunked.
Lure Details

When starting out in the spring
you can expect water temperatures
to be in the low 40 degree range.
Most people shiver when they even
think of fishing in this kind of cold
water . But the temperature should
clue you in as to what type of lure
is apt to give you the best results.
Think small. 3 inch grubs, 4 inch

PC BAIT & TACKLE

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Amelia Smith got her first buck in
Boone County.

Rifles
Pistols

Tackle By: Warden - Super Duper - Strike King
Berkley - Mepps - Owner * Zoom * Yum - Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn - Zoom - Trout Magnet - Eagle Claw + Daiwa
Cabin Creek - Shakespeare - St. Croix * Zebco - Case

Ugly Stik - Gitzit - Rebel - Heddon - Rapala & More!

Archery Bows & Supplies * Musky Tackle ¢ Crosshows
250 Greenbrier Drive - HINTON, WV

Pipestem Country Campgounds
OnRt. 20
www.pipestemcamping.com
304-466-9121

Mm<=-r-

Greenbrier Chalets
On The Greenbrier River
www.greenbriercabins.com
304-466-3536

- =D ®

PC Bait & Tackle 304-466-1444
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sistent producer under these condi-
tions, in shallow bodies of water,
is the Rapala original in the 3 1/2
inch & the 4 3/8 inch sizes. Spin-
nerbaits may also have their place
but will not be as consistent as the
previously mentioned lures.

With any of the aforementioned
baits the key is S-L-O-W. The
Bass’s metabolism is still in low
gear and they aren’t in much of
a chasing mood. The 3 inch grub
should be rigged on a 1/8 oz. jig-
head. Preferred colors are smoke,
chartreuse or white depending on
the clarity of the water you are fish-

ing. This should be retrieved either
on a slow lift & drop or by letting it
sink to the bottom, lifting it slightly
and swimming it back just above
the bottom of the lake. With either
method a hit will usually just feel
like extra weight on the end of the
line. When in doubt set the hook.
The 4 inch worm is best rigged on
a 1/8 oz. Slider type head or Texas
style with a light wire 1/0 hook &
a 1/16 oz. bullet weight. Color is
a matter of personal preference.
However, black is always a good
starting point. Smoke and pump-
kinseed are also proven colors. A
slow lift and drop retrieve is the
continue to the page 33

Don Cole, from Spencer, went to
Durbin for a big smallmouth bass.

Young Dylan Bennett caught his
Ist golden trout.

JOSH RUSSELL
304-669-1019

We Cater To Musky & Bass Fishermen
North Central WV’s largest selection of specialized Musky Tackle. Our goal is to become your source
for all things that are Musky. We carry a very large inventory of hard to find musky lures in addition
to this, we are an Authorized Bass Pro Dealer. Stocking a lineup of spinnerbaits, crankbaits, soft
plastics for bass. Authorized Chaos and Custom X Tackle Dealer which includes, Medussas, and Big
Mama Topwaters. You will also find lures by Big Fork, Lake X, Phantom, Boss Shads, Boggs Custom
Swimbaits, Musky Innovations, Bitten Tackle Warlocks, Manta, Big Game Tackle, Custom
Fluorocarbon Leaders, and Red October Tubes. Plus many more. Give us a call or stop by.

Call For
Shop Hours

1220 Stewart Street
SHINNSTON, WV 26431

Bass Sportsman
2017 Schedule

Day Events
7am to 4pm
No Advance Entry
Required On These
Events
890 Entry $10 Big Bass
April 30
Burnsville Lake
May 7
Stonewall Jackson
Lake
e Vandalia Ramp
July 2
Burnsville Lake
July 16
Tygart Lake
Following Tournaments

Entry Forms Not Out Yet
For These Events

Kings Of The Lakes
Aug 19 & 20
Burnsville Lake
Sutton Lake
Night Events
7:30 pm to 7am
Sutton Lake
June 17
Bluestone Lake
July 8
RD Bailey Lake
August 5

Stonewall Form

Is In This Issue
Ohio River Schedule

Is In This Issue

Entry Forms Will
Be Printed Soon
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Our Office Is Located In The Appalacian Glass Building
Lewis County Visitors Bureau
499 US HWY 33
Weston, WV 26452
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$719°

6mm Stainless Synthetic 20” Barrel

Bolt Action » X-Mark Pro ¢ Externally Adjustable Trigger
Hinged Floorplate  Super Cell Recoil Pad

World
Class

3-9X40

SALE

$49°8

World Class Wide Angle
TASDWC39X40N

$79900
308 Laminate Blued 18.5”

Conceal Carry Class
Saturday, March 25

9am to Noon
Call For Reservations

OPEN 6:30 AM Closed Wed & Sun

$31 900

9mm
DOA-10rd
Blue/Black

$1 1 900

22LR 4 3/4”
22LR 6 1/2”

$2599

22LR Black*4” +10 rd

All New
18 +1

$39900

RP9 9mm
Full Size Capacity

]
ER'S
| .{ SPORTING
R Eels  GOODS

196 US 33 East, ELKINS, WV
(304) 636-3430

= _
=
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Intersection of

2{0]67,¢

Rt. 4 & 20
(07 :\"A= Rock Cave, WV
IGA 924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane Exchange

Beverages & Snachks
Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm Sun Noon to 5PM

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

A giant trout. trout was reeled in.
Photo courtesy of Middle Mountain Sport-
ing Goods in Elkins.

www.wvasportsman.net

8189

WE CAN CAMO NEARLY ANYTHING

Adventise cn the  +LovRates
* Free Online
wW. Va. Sﬁwzz‘wzzm ¢ Lots Of Photos
+ 26 Years In Business  Over 3 Million Printed * R€ach Interestd
Customers

Advertising Info On Page 3

GUNS

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

Crosshows: Parker - 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
PSE & MARTIN Bows e Expert Bow Tuning ¢ Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders

Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels 5AM to 9PM
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies 7 Days(;\ Week
Nitro * Mike’s * Joe’s Flies * Berkley

Alice Warden, from Fayetteville,
caught a 28” walleye at Stonewall
Jackson Lake.

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569
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FREE ONLINE - www.wvasportsman.net THE LEATHER SHOP

Back Issues Are There From 2006 On Too

FLEA MARKET BOOTH 132

* WILL CUTOM FIT FULL-GRAIN
LEATHER BELTS (CUT TO SIZE)
* LEATHER CHAIN WALLETS
* NYLON GUN HOLSTERS
« ELECTRIC TOUCH OIL LAMP
* 3'X5’ FLAGS $10 EACH

FRI - SAT - SUN
jpetrel@suddenlink.net

At The Flea Market

Josh Russell t ht and released a 50" v at St 1 Jack 41300 Laurel Cliff Road
(O] ussell recenty caughnt and rel€ased a musKy a onewa ack- POMEROY, OHlO

son Lake. Photo courtesy of Triple J Custom Bait & Tackle in Shinnston.

10AM to6PM
ANDERSON OUTDOORS -
10am to 5pm Wed
“Everything You Need For Your Next Outdoor Adventure” Closed Sunday
Muzzleloaders » Trapping * Blinds * Stands Parker + Bear
Dog Supplies * Predator + Nite Lite ~ REASSMURRE R (TR
Garmin * Tri-Tronics Rods & Reels * Tackle
Army Surplus + Lucky Buck Trout Bait - Knives
Hillbilly Proud
Camo Clothing: Yukon ¢ Country Life Scopes * Binoculars
Moonshine * Muddy Girl * Browning P LADIES HANDBAGS & CAMO
AMMUNITION
ARCHERY
RIFLES 242 South Kanahwa St BEAR
SHOTGUNS BUCKHANNON, WV PARKER
PISTOLS 304-460-2317
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PISTOLS
RIFLUES

WE ARE NOW SELLING RIFLES &
PISTOLS. Get to know Lucky’s
Outdoors. Along with Mission,
Stryker, PSE, Carbon Express &

Excaliber, we also have compound
bows including Hoyt, Mathews &

Bowtech. With a certified archery
technician and an indoor range,
Lucky’s Outdoors can serve all

your bowhunting needs!

We also carry Under Armour, Stika

hunting gear & Yeti Coolers.

Open:
Tues. to Fri.
12pm to 7pm

Sat. 10am to 8pm

BOWS

3023 Webster Road
SUMMERSVILLE, WV
304-872-0075

WACKUERIEIIES,

Large Selection of YETI
CROSSBOWS IN STOCK

Patricia Thomas baggged a quality

buck in Wetzel Co. Photo courtesy of
Tyler Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.

Dallas McMillion used a bow for

a top quality buck. Photo courtesy of
Lucky’s Outdoors in Summersville.

Hillbilly Haven Log Cabin Rentals

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just two
minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhavenwv.com
website: www.hillbillyhavenwv.com

First class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off interstate 79, Exit 91,
one mile south on US 189 towards lake.
all or visit website for rates, additional

Recently built log cabins are exceptionally
clean and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home

e Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and

information, and policies. A 50% deposit is e

required for reservations. Major credit
cards are accepted.

safe environment

Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleep two
Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft

Six person cabins have king or queen bed
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub,
dishwasher, and washer and dryer

Eight person cabins have four bedrooms,
two baths, and an eight person hot tub
Accessible cabin available

Fully equipped kitchen with dishes,
cookware, refrigerator, microwave,
toaster, and coffee maker

e Full bath with shower

e Open 365 days a year
e Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and

Satellite tv and dvd player
Gas log fireplace and air conditioning

Linens and other amenities provided

Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked
ponds, playground, and horseshoe pits

Convenience store onsite with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many unique hillbilly gifts

Arnold Palmer Signature Golf Course, and
2,650 acre Stonewall

Jackson Lake with

all types of water

recreation, fishing,

and hunting, just

two minutes away
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TRAVEL TRAILER & POP UP RENTALS

“ENJOY CAMPING WITHOUT BIG PAYMENTS”
Call For Details On Rentals

Family Fun RV Rentals
Weekend Culloden, WV
Weekly 304-638-5962
Or Longer 304-634-4928

2017 Boats In Stock
Great Selection Of Quality Used Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available
Pontoon & Pleasure Boats

Tonger.

G3 Pontoons
G3 Aluminum Bass Boats

G3 PONTOON

Glastron
Pleasure Boats

Certified
Service
Department

Wright’s Riverside
Marine
Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

www.wrightsriversidemarine.com

SVINIRUDE

#1 In District Total Horsepower Dealer

standard method of presentation.
Just remember; keep it slow. The
1/4 oz. Jig & Pig combination is
known for its ability to attract big
fish. But this is not saying that it
should necessarily be a big, bulky
bait. Trimming the skirt way back
and combining it with a #11 Uncle
Josh pork frog make it a meal that a
big Bass finds hard to resist with its
slow fall and natural appearance.
Proven color combinations are a
black, black & purple, or black &
blue jig with a black or brown pork
chunk. A slow lift and drop is by far
the best method of retrieval. Watch-
ing your line is critical. Most bites
will be nothing more than a heavy
feeling or a slight jump in the line
as the jig falls toward the bottom.
When a fish hits your jig don’t be
afraid to cross its eyes when you
set the hook. Remember, you have
to penetrate the weed guard as well
as the tough old mouth of Mr. or
Mrs. Bass. The Rapala is simply
cast past your target and retrieved
slow and steadily. Just fast enough
to feel the wobble as it makes
its way back to the boat. When a
Bass hits you’ll not usually have
any trouble knowing. Many times,
when the other presentations have
failed, this one will coax Bass into
biting. Productive colors are gold,
silver and fire tiger.

ANGLINS CREEK

HUNT CLUB

Accepting 5000 Acres
New Members Camping

Deer

Bear
Turkey

GREENBRIER, NICHOLAS
FAYETTE COUNTIES

Jimbo Ramsey 304-872-5621
Cory Boothe 304-872-0087
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CRISS SALES & SERVICE

(304)
472-1474

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

Husqgvarna

Shindaiwa & More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

New DNR Director Chosen

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — Gov. Jim
Justice today announced the ap-
pointment of Stephen McDaniel
to serve as the director of the West
Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources. The appointment became
effective Feb. 6. McDaniel replac-
es Bob Fala, who served as director
in 2015 and 2016.

“Steve brings both an enthusiasm
for outdoor recreation and strong
business background to the job,
and I look forward to working with
him to protect the state’s land and

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING
CAMPING
HARD TO FIND AMMO

22LR - 22MAG
243 - 22/250 - 222

Camo Clothing ¢ Tree Stands
Ammunition
Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows
Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures
Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19

Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
506 FIREHOUSE ROAD

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

wildlife, and to promote tourism in
our state parks system,” Gov. Jus-
tice said.

“I’'m excited to have Steve be a
part of our team at the Department
of Commerce,” said West Virginia
Department of Commerce Secre-
tary H. Wood Thrasher. “I know
he has big plans for the Division of
Natural Resources, and I look for-
ward to working with him in this
new role.”

McDaniel, a native of Bridgeport,
attended West Virginia University
and Fairmont State College, where
he earned his bachelor’s degree
while helping his family establish
and grow Total Health Services of
WYV, a medical supply company.

“Through my family’s business,
I visited nearly every county once

Rodney Siers harvested a 10 point

in Calhoun County.
March/April 2017 ~ Page 34

Convenience Store * Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies * Souveniers
Game Checking Station « Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV
304-472-4279 || IVE BAIT

a week. It’s how I fell in love with
West Virginia,” McDaniel said. “I
took this job because I see the op-
portunity to enhance the outdoor
continue to the next page

Matt Pitcock went to Braxton
County for his 8 point buck.

BRUSHY FORK MART
Brushy Fork Road
Buckhannon, WV

(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)
Live

G Gasoline
as Bait

Diesel
WYV Lottery & Powerball

Kerosene

Fishing Supplies
We Have SHINERS
and CRAPPIE MINNOWS

' 304-472-5132

*\] Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm qEraee:

e

Y/ Sun7amto9pm




Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19 Walkersville

Ammo

Live Bait

Game Checking
Fishing Supplies

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson

Camp Sites - Full Hookups

Chalets - Call For Reservations
Eat-in or Carry Out Food - Pizza
Hoagies - Subs - Burgers
Beverages - More

"Business Goes Where Invited -
Stays Where Appreciated"

Colonial Hotel - Motel

Hunters & Fishermen

Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes

304-452-8870
GAS

6am to 10pm Mon - Sat
9am to 9pm Sun

come
TV&AC Free Parking
304-472-3000  Center of City

experience for the people of West
Virginia and for the people that we
want to bring in here to experience
the things that we love. I’ve spent
thousands of hours hunting and
fishing. It’s just something I love to
do. I share Gov. Justice’s passion
for the outdoors and what can be
done with this agency, and that’s
why I’m here.”

McDaniel established the Mo-
zark Mountain Tree Farm in Tuck-
er County. He is also a member of
Trout Unlimited and lifetime mem-
ber of the National Rifle Associa-
tion.

Looking For Bass
TOURNAMENTS?
Information Is In
This Issue

Rodney Bumgardner landed a 7 1/2
pound rainbow trout.

24 N. Kanawha St.
Buckhannon, WV 26201

Dalton Cutright, owner

12th Annual Archery

In The Schools

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. —
The West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) will host the
12th Annual West Virginia Archery
in the Schools (AIS) State Tourna-

Chapmanville Regional High
Chesapeake Elementary
Clendenin Elementary
Conner Street Elementary
Crescent Elementary

ment at the Charleston Civic Cen-  East Bank Middle

ter Saturday, March 25, according  Elkins High

to Art Shomo, Program Coordina-  Elkview Middle

tor. The event will run from 9 a.m.  Fayetteville High

to 4 p.m., followed by an awards = Home Educated Archery Team
ceremony at 4:30 p.m. Students  Herbert Hoover High

from the following schools have  Hodgesville Elementary
qualified to participate in this year’s ~ Hollywood Elementary
tournament: Hundred High

Ansted Middle Hurricane Middle

Beth Haven Christian James Monroe High

Bridge Street Middle John Marshall High
Buckhannon-Academy Lakeside Elementary

Upshur High Marlinton Elementary

Cabell Midland High Marlinton Middle

Cameron High continue to the next page

GUIDED FISHING TRIPS

NORTH BEND LAKE * OHIO RIVER ¢ LITTLE KANAWHA « HUGHES RIVER
BASS - PANFISH - CATFISH - MUSKY Call For Info
* For All Your Fishing Needs iy

BAI T * Rods - Reels - Tackle
SHACK Guranteed Live Bait

Located Between Ellenboro & Harrisville On Rt. 16
1298 Ellenboro Road Harrisville, WV 26362
304-481-4120

DEER CORN - FEEDERS & MORE
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Maysville Elementary
Meadow Bridge High
Midland Trail High
Moundsville Middle
Mount View Christian
Nicholas County High School
Petersburg Middle
Petersburg High
Peterstown Elementary
Peterstown Middle
Pickens
Poca Middle
Pocahontas High
Ravenswood Middle
Ravenswood High
Ripley Middle
Ripley High
Shady Spring High
Shady Spring Middle
Sherrard Middle
Upshur County Homeschool Ar-
chery Association
West Teays Elementary
Winfield Elementary
Winfield High
“DNR staff are very encouraged
by the success of the Archery in
the Schools Program and the inter-

$ -
w&&ﬁug MART Near WalMart sy
@ ,

BUY - SELL - TRADE ¥
a CASH 304-997-8883 LOANS

192 Berlin Rd. Weston,ww SPORT & [P/A\"VIN]

$

$

est in our State Tournament,” said
Shomo. “Because of the continued
growth in the tournament, students
were required to qualify through a
virtual tournament, where we had
1,200 participants, truly making
this year’s tournament the best of
the best.”

Tournament competition is open
only to schools that have received
the DNR-sponsored AIS training.
For more information on the West
Virginia Archery in the Schools
Program or to attend the next train-
ing, visit the DNR website at www.
wvdnr.gov/archery.

“A lot of work has gone into the
planning of this year’s event, but
none of this would have been pos-

sible without the financial and vol-
unteer assistance from wildlife and
educational organizations around
the state that are committed to our

youth,” Shomo said.
continue to the next page

Delena Haught, from Grafton,
landed a 6 pound plus trout.

wvasport@gmail.com

Bass Sportsman 304-482-7217

Spring Burnsville Lake Team Challenge

Burnsville Lake - Main Ramp
Event 7:00am to 4pm

Entry Fee $90
Plus $10 Big Bass

Big Bass Pays 2 Places
Based On The Number Of Teams

Enter With Cash At
The Ramp - No Late Fees

Regisrtation Begins At 6:15am

April 30

* 6 Fish Limit
* Obey DNR Rules
* No Live Bait
* One Big Bass
Weighed Per Boat
» Complete Rules
Given At The Event

March/April 2017 ~ Pge 36



Everyone is encouraged to attend
and watch some of the best student
archers in the state compete for top
honors. The admission fee to watch
the tournament is $5 for adults (18
and older) and $3 for children (6-17
years old). Children under 6 years
of age get in free.

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman
Details On Page 3

Kevin Shrewsberry got a fine bow
buck from Wyoming County.

Billy Lesher used a bow in Fayette
County for a great buck.

SEARS |  “"usuonwars
EXXON

Over 35 Years
In Business

Gas - Tires
Groceries - Hardware

MOUNTAIN STATE LOG HOMES
“Your Path To Affordable Log Home Living”

Why Choose Mountain State Log Homes?
« Providing Quality Log Home Materials since 1978
« FREE House Package Delivery in WV and Bordering
States
« FREE Unloading at Your Site

« FREE Quotes and Custom Designing MILL
o Detail Construction Manual, with Purchase [p§:§sleg)
+ Kiln Dried White Pine Log Choices PRICES!
« Milled Locally, in Jane Lew, WV

D-Logs 6”x 6”,6”x 8”,87x 8” Dove Tail Log 6”x 127

Log Siding 6, 8, 127 T/IG17x6”,27x 6

Douglas Fir Beams Cedar Posts and Railing

PO BOX 679, 208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV 26378
Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com
or Email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.net

JANE LEW MODELS OPEN DAILY 9am-Spm
800.553.3006 Other Hours by Apt. 304.884.6646

Located in the Industrial Park, 1-79 exit 105
EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE!
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LEERHANDLEERB|YLOOPSNAOQ Whisperuou”tain
TLGGWOPLAWIAD I HERATL RV Park & Cabins
ARAINPAOGSE|F I NKHVWER|L s
tonewall Jackson
ANOU|/I EFKGRPENNAEMSA E|| SstatePparkNearby
Gl OLPTCDAERULNRUASDH Full Hookup ~ Electric & Water
NS CTLTSHIMANOOTL|L|S I C| |TentSitesAvailable  Senior Discount
I SRR T I CAHT ISCAEB I RCT e Swimming Pool ¢ Hiking Trail
* Fishing Pond & More
HLEAAHNACI TBUBDMRBAA|I OFF Exit 91 4897 Three Lick Road
SEI AIGSGTAEQA I ONCPLM 1-79 ROANOKE WV
I TAWGP URRZWCCOJELAMN 304-452-9723
FECOIUOBETSELULLOLUP 681-495-4641
RS FRNUAHAYHGR|FOLWASI www.whispermountainrv.com
K TRDOBNRCETOI AWI RETC
| OOA/RE/l MERPNRE ANGAAAA FREE ONLINE
TRBLASXOEASNPRERNSDS ansportsmanlnet
SMIMAALRLYELKERBCOSS
YNLECZAPAL ITGFUBEMHO
LLRLLLSEWIHTWATOKNN I M| ST cRl]
GAEOISURHOGAMAKATSUE foj?gfﬁgrsgﬁgfet
UBRPWNTNEMANRIUOTL ZE S 12-$17 por Sheet | 26
14" - $20 per Sheet Ga.
WORD SEARCH 16’ - $23 per Sheet
Lowrance * Gamakatsu * Owner * Rapala * Berkley * G Loomis All Types of New & Used Steel
Square Tubing & Pipes
Cabella's * Mitchell * Lew's * Shimano * Hook ¢ Trolling ¢ Fishing RRHAMCO We Buy:
Reel * Spool * Tournament ¢ Plano * Quantum ¢ Zebco ¢ St. Croix Rt. 2 Box 484 Glnseng
Ugly Stik * Seaguar * Storm ¢ Lazer * Frabill « Minn Kota » Mustad GRAFTON, WV | Copper
ragerf@aol.com Brass
Handle * Abu Garcia * Daiwa * Penn ¢ Trilene * Acme ° Picasso * Pole Iron ¢ Steel
. 304-265-0026 & Other Metals
Look Up - Down - Across - Dlagonally WE BUY SCRAP METAL

Clip Out

| Name

: Address

| City
|

I
| Fish

State Zip

Pound Oz

#Points

Large Fish Plctures Wanted

We are looking for LARGE fish & game

pictures from 2016/17.
NO Send Photo To:

> DOES WVS
ekigas P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV
TEXT 304-482-7217 26105

Photos Will Be Returned E-mail wvasport@ gmall com
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Tyler Outdoor

Supply

10302 Tyler Highway - Rt. 18

12 Miles Off Rt. 2 Just South Of New Martinsville, WV

MIDDLEBOURNE, WV 304-758-2120

OPEN: TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 10AM TO 7PM

Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns
Ammunition

Used

Guns

Over Crane

1,300 Guns Musky

In Stock Lures
Reloading

Crosshows Traps

Lures Clothing Scents

Barnett & Excaliber Crossbows * Diamond Compound Bows * Custom Arrows * Lacrosse Boots
Steel Traps & Scents * Gun Cases & Holsters ¢ Deer Feeders & Scents ¢ Fishing Tackle & Rods - MORE
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www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com

Reel In Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

TR. Hathaway says: “Berkely Power bait works well on trout”

2017 Toyota Tundra NEW 2017’s RAV4

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolneloriddns mmm

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolneloriadns mmm

Up to $ 1, 000 customer Cash OR

1.9% APR up to 60 Months*

2,
2017 4Runner $2,000 Cou;tomer Cash

0% APR for up to 60 Months*
PLUS $500 Toyota Finance Cash

Gas Model Only

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolnesoriddns-mmm

New TOYOTA 2017’s
Arriving Now!

Supro”

The name says it all! SALES, SERVICE, PARTS

www.SuperiorAutoWYV.com

Rt. 50 EAST
(ComelSeexthelNewr(/lTaTacoma’s) PARKERSBURG

* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate. 0% APR for 60 monthly 304'424'5 1 22
payments of $16.67 for every $1,000 financed. 1.9% APR for 60 monthly payments of $17.48 for each $1,000 financed. Plus tax &

fees and dealer doc fee $187.25. Whereas every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible for errors. 800-478-5884
0.9 % for 60 monthly payments of $17.05 per thousand financed Expires 4-03-17.

www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com

www.superiorautowv.com
wo9'Amolneionadns mmm






