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Cover Photo

Ted Doolin, from Davis Creek,
hooked a large walleye from the
Kanawha River. There are many
locations with walleye in the
state. They don't seem to be as
popular to fish for as they are in
other states.

Fishing season for trout is un-
derway now. Large bass can be
caught in March. Try a black &
blue jig & pig bait.

Send in your big deer and fish
pictures from 2017-2018. Look

for a form on page 38.




2017 Final Deer Numbers

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— Preliminary counts indicate
hunters harvested 108,160 white-
tailed deer in West Virginia during
the 2017 seasons. The 2017 harvest
was 4 percent below the 2016 har-
vest of 112,384 deer, and 15 per-
cent below the five-year average of
127,803.

A breakdown of the combined
2017 deer seasons reveals 44,127
bucks were harvested during the
traditional buck firearm season,
33,584 antlerless deer were killed
during all antlerless firearm sea-
sons, 26,206 deer were harvested
by bows and crossbows, and 4,243

Shawn Ramme had success with a
nice 8 point buck.

COOPER’S

CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV

Complete Hookups
It’s Our 39th Year!

304-227-4219

BOWTECH

deer were taken by muzzleloader
hunters.
Antlerless Deer Season

The 2017 antlerless deer harvest,
which includes those taken during
the youth/Class Q/Class XS deer
season, was 3.5 percent less than
in 2016 and 22 percent below the
five-year average of 43,145.

DIAMOND
PARKER

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS-CUSTOM ARROWS

“It is important to note that the 15105 MacCorkle Av. SE
antlerless harvest is the key com- CHELYAN , WV
ponent to any deer management
strategy, as it controls the future BARNETT 304-595-2699
deer population,” said Paul Johan- PARKER  \on Tue Thu Fri 12 - 7

EXCALIBER Wed 12 - 5

sen, chief of the Wildlife Resourc-
es Section.

The top 10 counties were: Preston
(1,703), Upshur (1,300), Ritchie
(1,290), Lewis (1,258), Jackson
(1,122), Roane (1,101), Wood
(1,087), Braxton (1,083), Mason
(1,052), and Harrison (1,014).

Hunters are reminded that the
DNR will hold 12 public meetings
across the state on March 12 and
13 to gather comments on fall 2018
antlerless deer hunting seasons in
each of the 51 counties where fire-
arms deer hunting is permitted.
Muzzleloader Deer Season

The 2017 muzzleloader harvest
of 4243 was 15 percent below
the 2016 harvest of 4,997, and 26

continue to the next page

CROSSBOWS  Sat 10AM to 2PM

www.bow-listicarchery.com

BOOKING WILD
BOAR HUNTS

Dawn Lanham caught a big golden
trout at Barboursville Lake.

Hoyt ¢ G-5 Prime

oo c Bowtech
& "’”'r;‘} o QUEST BOWS - From G5
v i PARKER G5

EASTON - CARBON EXPRESS - GOLD TIP
Ten Point * Parker ¢ Excaliber Crossbows
Archery Supplies - Pro Shop

1.8 Miles From I-77 - Rt. 31/Airport Road On Facebook
WILLIAMSTOWN, WV 304-375-2434  crooked creek archery

30 TARGET 3-D ARCHERY RANGE
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ARCHERY

Mon-Fri 5pm to 8pm Sat 12-6pm




MARIETTA

REBATES | FINANCING POLARIS
UPTO anD o eaian
§1200 | S22 27425 ST. RT. 7

Marietta, Ohio

www.mariettapolaris.com

We Have
ATV/UTV
Trailers

740-374-5766

Rebates up to $1,200 USD and flnancmg as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Terms and conditions apply.

RZR XP Turbo — Offers up to $500 USD and financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Terms and conditions apply.

RANGER 900 — Rebates up to $1,200 USD and financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Terms and conditions apply.
Sportsman 570 — Rebates up to $500 USD and financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Terms and conditions apply.Rebates+
2.99% APR for 36 months)

Offers vary by model. Rebate and finance offers valid on select 2014-2018 new and unregistered models purchased between 3/1/18 - 4/30/18. See your authorized dealer for complete details. Rates
as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Examples of monthly payments required over a 36-month term at a 2.99% APR rate: $29.08 per $1,000 financed; and with a 60-month term at a 5.99% APR rate:
$19.33 per $1,000 financed. An example of a monthly payment with $0 down, no rebate, an APR of 2.99% APR for 36 months at a MSRP of $12,299 is $357.62/mo. total cost of borrowing of $575.16
with a total obligation of $12,874.16. Down payment may be required. Other financing offers may be available. See your local dealer for details. Minimum Amount Financed $1,500; Maximum Amount
Financed $50,000. Other qualifications and restrictions may apply. Financing promotions void where prohibited. Tax, title, license, and registration are separate and may not be financed. Promotion may
be modified or discontinued without notice at any time in Polaris’ sole discretion.Warning: ATVs can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Polaris adult models are for riders
age 16 and older. For your safety, always wear a helmet, eye protection, and protective clothing, and be sure to take a safety training course. For information call 800-342-3764. Check local laws before
riding on trails. ©2018 Polaris Industries Inc.

Warning: The Polaris RANGER® can be hazardous to operate and is not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. Passengers must be at
least 12 years old. Drivers and passengers should always wear helmets, eye protection, and seat belts. Always use cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive
speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol / drugs don’t mix. All drivers should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2018
Polaris Industries Inc.

percent below the five-year aver- The top 10 counties were: Preston

age of 5,768. The top 10 counties (1,469), Kanawha (894), Randolph GO ON LI N E
were: Preston (203), Randolph (883), Wyoming (824), Raleigh

(194), Upshur (163), Nicholas (789), Fayette (765), Wood (738), www.wvasportsman.net
(162), Lewis (146), Jackson (138), Greenbrier (722), Upshur (694), e It's FREE To View
Greenbrier (130), Braxton (127), and Monongalia (694). ® Online Every 6 Weeks
Harrison (126), and Fayette (124). e Look At back Issues Back

Archery and Crossbow Deer Sea- To 2006
son
The bow and crossbow har-
vest of 26,206 deer was 1.2 per-
cent less than the 2016 harvest
of 26,524, and 4 percent below
the five-year average of 27.420.
Archery harvests are affected
by hard mast crops. The average
acorn crop in 2016, followed by
a better-than-average acorn crop
in 2017, likely contributed to the
slightly lower 2017 harvest.
More deer were harvested with : !
a crossbow than in past years. For A nice bow buck was taken by this + A .
the first time, more deer were tak- hunter. Photo courtesy of Uncle Len Spotio caught a 4 1/2 pound

en with a crossbow than a bow. Tom’s Loans in Oceanna. rainbow trout.
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Stonewall Jackson

Team Bass Tournaments

All AT VANDALIA RAMP

7AM - 4PM
« 6 FISH LIMIT
2 CAN BE OVER 18”
« Complete Rules Given
At Each Event

April 15 (Sat) May 26 (Sun)
September 30 (Sun)

$90 Entry + $10 Big Bass
$5 Late Fee Entering At Ramp

Stonewall
Classic

i
September

15&16

$130 Entry + $10 Daily Big Bass
$5 Late Fee Entering At Ramp

Mail In $20 To Hold Boat Number
Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105

304-482-7217
i Name
i Partner :
' One Phone #
H -CheckBox |
i S20PreEntry
E « Pay The Balance E
! AtThe Ramp !

2018 WYV State Park Camping

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— West Virginia’s state parks
and forests will begin processing
campsite reservations on Feb. 15,
in advance of camping season this
spring.

Family camping is one of the
quintessential summer pastimes
enjoyed by families all over West
Virginia,” said West Virginia State
Parks District Administrator Matt
Yeager. “We’ve been getting a lot
of inquiries about reservations at
our parks and forests, so all indica-
tions point to 2018 being a banner
year for camping.”

By sending in an application,
park guests can make sure they
have a campsite reserved during
higher-traffic months in the sum-
mer. Campgrounds are located at
25 state park areas, many of which
also feature lodges, cabins, cottag-
es and swimming pools, and offer
planned activities and other out-
door recreation options.

Campgrounds start opening be-
tween mid-March and April, de-
pending upon the park and weather.
Most campgrounds with reserv-
able campsites are open Memorial
Day to Labor Day weekend. Until
the Friday before Memorial Day,
campsites are available on a first-
come, first-served basis.

After March 15, campsite reser-

vations are taken by phone and by
mail. On April 1, walk-in reserva-
tions are processed. Reservations
for campsites that are accessible
to persons with disabilities may
be reserved from Feb. 15 through
March 15. Applications and infor-
mation for reservable campsites
are available on each state park or
forest webpage at www.wvstate-
parks.com.

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

Details On Page Three

John Maynor used a bow for a
large black bear. Photo courtesy of
Uncle Tom’s Loans in Oceanna.

Compare
My Prices

Knife & Gun Shop

Many New & Used Guns & Pistols
Deer Rifles In Stock - Large Selection
Concealed Carry Pistols

607 Sheridan St. GLENVILLE, WV

90 Day Lay-Away With 20% Down « Major Credit Cards ¢ Glenville Guns on gunsamerica.com

11am to 6pm
Mon - Sat

304-804-2022
304-483-2087
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PONTOON BOAT HEADQUARTERS

The
Great Outdoors

* Ranked one of the TOP 100
Dealers in the USA

* # 1 Rated Dealer in WV

* Only 5 Star Certified Dealer
In West Virginia

over 100 PONTOONS IN STOCK & ON ORDER

MARMNE
| BE SAFE!

ALWAYS WEAR A PERSONAL
FLOTATION DEVICE WHILE

BOATING & READ YOUR
OWNERS MANUAL

Y,

I-64 EXxit 8, then 4.5 miles south

HUNTINGTON, WV

304-525-4556

WWW.THEGREATOUTDOORSMARINE.COM

CHANGING LIVES FOR THE BETTER - ONE BOAT AT A TIME
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SEE US AT www.dsdkawasaki.com
OR LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

304-861-0449
1-866-266-6855
dsd_kawasaki@hotmail.com

PARKERSBURG, W)

Genuine Skooter

ARCTIC CAT

'"Thﬂ Bﬁys With Al Thﬂ'-Tayz

Route 95 5 Miles From 177

ATV'’S, SIDE BY SIDES,
DIRT BIKES.....CALL!

WE GOT ‘EM!!!

Fur Bearer Season Ends

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— Trapping seasons for all fur-
bearing animals, except beaver,
have closed. The beaver trapping
season continues until March 31.
All beaver, bobcat, otter and fish-
er pelts are required to be checked
within 30 days of the close of their
respective season. Hunters and
trappers can check game one of the

Chuck Capp used a crossbow for
this Preston COunty Buck.

following ways:
Internet — www.wvhunt.com
Stopping at any license agent
(you will not have to bring the ani-
mal with you)
Telephone — Call 1-844-WV-
CHECK (1-844-982-4325)
It is illegal to set traps during the
month of March for beaver unless
those traps are in water. Trappers
should be aware that it is illegal
to set traps or leave traps set after
noon on the last day of the season.
Furs shipped out of West Virginia

must have a fur shipping tag, which
is available at DNR district offices.
Anyone who plans to sell an otter
or bobcat pelt outside of the state
of West Virginia should obtain a
CITES (Convention on Interna-
tional Trade in Endangered Spe-
cies of Wild Fauna and Flora) seal
for each pelt. All otter and bobcat
pelts, usually exported from the
United States by licensed fur buy-
ers, must have a CITES seal from
the state where the animal was har-
vested.

THE LEATHER SHO

+ ELECTRIC TOUCH OIL LAMPS ¥ X5’ FLAGS $10

P FLEA MARKET BOOTH 132

« WILL CUTOM FIT FULL-GRAIN LEATHER
BELTS (CUT TO SIZE)
« LEATHER CHAIN WALLETS
« NYLON GUN HOLSTERS

FRI - SAT - SUN
jpetrel@suddenlink.net
41300 Laurel Cliff Road

POMEROY, OHIO
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Stop By Our Store OR Shop Online With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You - www.doddsports.com

We Accept

Cards

Weatherby ¢ Browning ¢ Kimber ¢ Cooper
Ruger * Remington * Winchester
Thompson Center * Glock ¢ Springfield
S&W « Walther ¢ Taurus & More

Major Credit §

Huge Selection Of Leupold

Reloading * Scopes * Ammo

” a Holsters ¢ Knives
. Y Large Selection Of 22 Ammo
e Il'&M imm Clothing & More
11-(151Mgr§ t(t) Fri |
-5 Sa
SJusHOFfIRtA50;
JAndIClarksburg
103 Maple St.
ELLENBORO, WV
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Brett Carey used a crossbow in Ca-
bell County for a nice buck.

Craig Cline used a bow in Logan
County for a wide racked buck.

Randy Osbourne landed a 5 pound
walleye at Stonewall Jackson.

OLD & NW SPORTS

JACKSON COUNTY’S
OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY « SELL
TRADE * PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION
IN STOCK

Large Selection Of

Crossbows & Accessorles

*SHOTGUNS'
i‘é«PISTOLS-AMM o &
Bows
Arrows

Large Selectlon

LIVE BAIT

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Rods * Reels & Tackle For:
Bass ® Musky ® Crappie
Trout ¢ Catfish & More

813 Washington St.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

Charleston WV
Cross Lanes WV

1-64 Exit 47
Next to Casino

Garden

Grille

100% Non Smoking
WV-Hotel.com 800-798-7886

ot |
o
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Zack Hatfield used a bow for a

great buck. Photo courtesy of Uncle
Tom’s Loans in Oceanna.

This hunter had bow success this

season. Photo courtesy of Uncle Tom’s
Loans in Oceanna.

Broken Wheel Campground
- and Country Store
1-79 Exit 96

Weston, WV

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
11/2 Miles On The Right

304-269-6097

Fishing & Hunting
Supplies
ifts - Game Room - Playground
Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE.
]TB]‘ULKTEUX i LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.
NEWARK, WV

o = GUNS | 304-275-4619
In Stock Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Or Ordered 5am-8pm Fr
Safe 7am-8pm Sat
Showroom 7am-5pm Sun

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
* Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages ¢ Gasoline
* Food * Live Bait * Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle « Musky Lures

CROSSBOWS
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The
Great Outdoors

Tracker Jon Boats
10’ - $629 WV’s #1 Pontoon Dealer

I ome 127-$679 ) o
| Jocury iga 147 - $749 Huntington, West Virginia
< | 15°-$1,249

1-64 Exit 8, then 4 miles south

www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com
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50 Yard Shot
INDOOR RANGE

THE BOW SHOP
OPEN NOW

HOYT « MATHEWS « DIAMOND « BOWTECH » MISSION * PEARSON

Repair string and cables for most bows
304-622-8440 Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

NEW BOW TUNING
PRO SHOP

Open 10AM to 9PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat. & Sun.

Crossbows - Many Brands Available ~ arold Cogar, Owner

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Across RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV

Spring Gobbler Hunting

Listen for gobbler thunder from a
ridge top, knoll or similar high spot
at dawn. The higher you hunt the
easier it is to hear and course far-
away gobbles. If a bird roars on a

between you and a bird, the better
the odds that he'll pitch down and
drift to your calls at daybreak.

For some strange reason, most
toms are reluctant to pitch from

their limbs and strut downhill to
calling. Try to position above a
roosted bird, or at least on the same
gradient plane with him.

contiue to the next page 15

nearby oak flat or just off the point
of a ridge, great! Sneak quietly
down into calling position.

The first time a turkey gobbles,
don't tear down the woods running
to him. Keep cool; slip 25 to 50
yards in the direction of the gob-
ble; and check up. A tom will usu-
ally gobble 2 or 3 more times, and
hopefully more than that. Listen to
those calls and draw a solid line to
the bird's roost tree.

Using ridges, hollows and foliage
for cover, you should have no trou-
ble sneaking within 200 yards of
a roosted turkey. Whenever possi-
ble, try to cut the distance to 125 or

Couple of brothers out hunting. Dalton & Kaiden Warner got a couple of

even 100 yards. The less terra firma  pycks. phoro courtesy of Middle Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.
1601 Bowne Av
Charleston, WV 25303

7 MABINE

(304) 744-3324
www.charlestonmarine.com

o
HARRIS
e

LOWE

BOATS
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Devin Bokey landed a nice brook

trout. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Ed & Blake Taylor had success on
the youth turkey season.

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

Details On Page 3

* Low Rates
* Large Amount Of Readers
* FREE Website too
* Over 3 Million Printed
In 27 Years Of Business

WV Plpelmer Collectible Guns

CALL FOR
PRICES

Pipeliner *
Case

WYV Pipeliner Guns Are Henry Golden Boy Rifles * Call For Detalls
THE

OUTDOOR STORE

Guns » Ammo « Fishing Supplies + Feed & More

304-655-7600

P e :“’ | H'n!'i'ﬂ'

* Guns - Pistols - Ammunition i w

* Yeager Musky Lures
* Leupold Dealer - Case Knives
* Deer Corn $6.95 per 50# Bag

* Mountain Gold Deer Scents
* Grandpa’s Special Mix Deer Feed
* We Pawn On Guns \- ‘&/

 Feed PAlICEER CORN

Horse - Cattle - Chicken - Hog - Dog - Cat _.._ﬂ-.. =0 Tl
OPEN: Mon - Sat 8am to 5pm Sun Noon to 5pm O

Twisted Oak
QOutdoors

| S_KYRE |

o

Freaky Frank’s
Trout Worms

Myers Musky

856 Arnoldsburg Road o | 2
ARNOLDSBURG, WV JATIRAC TANES
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Listen for gobbler thunder from a
ridge top, knoll or similar high spot
at dawn. The higher you hunt the
easier it is to hear and course far-
away gobbles. If a bird roars on a
nearby oak flat or just off the point
of a ridge, great! Sneak quietly
down into calling position.

The first time a turkey gobbles,
don't tear down the woods running
to him. Keep cool; slip 25 to 50
yards in the direction of the gob-
ble; and check up. A tom will usu-
ally gobble 2 or 3 more times, and
hopefully more than that. Listen to
those calls and draw a solid line to
the bird's roost tree.

Using ridges, hollows and foliage
for cover, you should have no trou-
ble sneaking within 200 yards of
a roosted turkey. Whenever possi-
ble, try to cut the distance to 125 or
even 100 yards. The less terra firma
between you and a bird, the better
the odds that he'll pitch down and
drift to your calls at daybreak.

For some strange reason, most
toms are reluctant to pitch from
their limbs and strut downhill to
calling. Try to position above a
roosted bird, or at least on the same
gradient plane with him.

As you approach a gobbling tur-

Sl . )

Destiny Hatfield used a bow for a
great deer.

CLOSEOUT SALE!

ON 2017 BOATS
HUGE SAVINGS

B

Gp F,‘%/ BOATS

7 RIVERS

MARINE, LLEC

Pl

—
)

aomod

D

Lw

@YAMAHA

www.7riversmarine.com
Marine Sales, Maintenance and Repair Service

EYAMAHA
YAMAHA ==
OUTBOARD
Authorized
Service
And Sales

OUTBOARD

3783 St Rt 124

Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg, WV)

740-846-0062

key, scan the woods for a fence,
creek, gully or strip of thick brush,
and maneuver to take any hazard
large or small out of play. Strive
to set up where the terrain is gen-
tly rolling and fairly open, which
makes it easy for a tom to strut to-
ward your calls.

The best strategy of all is to an-
ticipate where a gobbler will go to
gather hens, then set up to block
his way. Is there a field, food plot,
clear-cut, burn or open creek bot-
tom within a half-mile or so of a
tom's roost tree? If so, beat feet

continue to the next page

A8 5
g Z
2 =

JACKSON
COUNTY
PAWN

™, MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-NOON  Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans

NEW & USED GUNS
/II\

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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over in that direction and settle in.
When the turkey flies down and
heads for his strut zone, you'll be
in good position to cut him off and
coax him with calling.
Early Morning Calling

Let's say you do it right and slip
within 100 yards of a roosted tur-
key that is gobbling hot and heavy.
The more the bird roars, the more
you feel an uncontrollable urge to
cluck and yelp. But be careful! Too
much calling at first light can hang
a tom on his limb as he waits for
the hot "hen" to sail or walk be-
neath his roost tree. And the longer
he sits up there and fails to see a
girl, the more he smells a rat. When
the bird finally flies down 30 min-
utes later, there's a good chance

Larry & Aaron Tenant caught lots
of big crappie in Marion County.

he'll run the other way.

So fight the urge to call too early.
Wait until pink illuminates the sky.
Then give a bird some pillow talk
to let him now you're there. A cou-
ple of sultry tree clucks and yelps
are about right.

If the turkey bellows shut the
heck up! He has honored you as a
hen, he likes what he heard, and he
knows where you are. Let him fly
down and come looking for you.
But if the tom fails to gobble, cluck
and yelp a little louder to focus his
attention in your direction.

If he still doesn't talk, it's no
big deal. Listen for the bird to fly
down, then hit him with a spirit-
ed hen cackle. Try flapping a Pri-
mos turkey wing against your leg
to sound like a hen pitching to the
ground. If the tom gobbles and
steps your way, you might not need
to call again. But if he hangs up af-
ter 5 minutes or so, cluck, yelp and
purr a little louder. As long as the
turkey hangs around and gobbles
keep playing the game. Most hunt-
ers move too quickly on toms that
might eventually strut to their calls
30 minutes or so after fly-down
time.

Midmorning Tactics Back Up

Turkeys might gobble like crazy
on the roost. But for an hour or two
after daybreak the woods may fall

www.wvasportsman.net

D
s -
¥

TR FISH FARM

CATFISH 5 VIESNORTH OF
BAIT & TAcKLE ELKINS, WV

OLD RT, 219
|304-636-1278 |  STALNAKER RD.

OPEN FRI/SAT 9AM - DARK
Sat Night Catfish Till 12AM
SUN 12:30PM - DARK

WEEKDAYS
BY APPOINTMENT

as quiet as a mausoleum. That's be-
cause the hens and toms are court-
ing and breeding. Toms strut and
drum but gobble little if at all as
they have their fun. The so-called
"gobbling lull" is the toughest time
of day to hunt.

But along about 9 o'clock some

continue to the next page

Jacob Valentine brought in a nice
deer last season.

BOONER’S BOW SEIQP

3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

-Archery Shoots

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Located On Larkmead Rd

Parkersburg, WV 304-863-6962

MISSION

BEAR

‘Leagues
‘Group
Discounts

@HOytu::

March/April 2018 ~ Page 16



Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold - Silver - Jewelry - Guns - Electronics - Tools - Archery - And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue

Parkersburg, WV 26104
(304) 428 PAWN (7296)

www.carlspawnshops.com

NATIONAL-PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

Parkersburg, WV 26101

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

515 Division Street

(304) 428-7298

some hens begin to leave some
of the gobblers. Some girls sim-
ply lose interest in the boys, while
others slip off to lay eggs. Love-
sick toms are driven to be around
hens all the time in the spring, so
they immediately begin searching
for more company. Some rowdy

Brandon Sheets, from Mt. Clare,
brought in a nice Grant Co. buck.

2-year-old males may start gob-
bling hard in hopes of attracting
new hens. Older long beards strut
and drum intensely, and they are
stoked to shock gobble.

"Gobblers strut around all morn-
ing, and suddenly they look up
and their hens are gone," says my
friend Harold Knight of Knight and
Hale Game Calls. "They almost fly
into a panic. If you slip around the
woods and call, those lonesome

turkeys will hear you and gobble.
If they gobble a couple of times at
your calls, they're generally pretty
easy to call in."

There's another big reason the
midmorning hours are hot. You've
got plenty of elbow room to do your
thing. "Most hunters have gone
home or to work," notes Knight. "A
lot of the gobblers that were called
to and maybe spooked first thing

continue to the next page

Open
Mon-Fri
10-6
Sat
10-2
By Appt.

Gen 5
GLOCK

17mm & 19mm  |as

.

www.guardsix.com

—— 40k
740-401-1277 740-350-3270

* Over 200 Guns In Stock
* All Brands Available
* Out Of State Transfer Fee $15
* CCW Classes Available
Gen 5 GLOCK 17’s & 19’s In Stock
Class 3 SOT - Supressors In Stock

GUARD SIX - 5 Miles From Belpre
erson Road - BELPRE, OHIO
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FOR SALE 2014
USED CAMPER

5TH WHEEL

2014 Keystone Mon-
tana 38’17 Mountaineer
M-345DBQ Series;
Great Cond. $30,500;
Dryer, Fireplace/AC w/Winter
Package included, 2 Bathrooms,

4 Slide-outs with many more
extras. CALL (304) 462-8928

n the morning have settled back
down. The woods have calmed
down and the turkeys are back on
their normal routine. If you've got
the day off, hang in there. You'll
have the woods to yourself as you
call to those lonely gobblers."

Beginning around 9:00 a.m. walk
old logging roads, field edges, foot
trails on ridges...you get the idea.
Pause often and listen for gobbles.
Try to strike toms with calls. "

I like to blow a hawk or crow
call," says Knight. "Lonely turkeys

have so much pent-up energy that
they'll often shock gobble at those
sounds. The minute a turkey gob-
bles, I move in, set up in a good
spot and switch over to soft hen
calls."

If locator calls fail to produce,
turn to turkey calling. "My favorite
calls are loud yelps and especially
cutts," says Knight. "If a gobbler's
hens have left and he's strutting
around by himself, he'll nail a sharp
cutt most of the time."

Knight offers one exception to

Second Ammendment
Supply’s

Buy e Sell » Trade
Pistols * Long Guns * Ammo

Black Powder  Garmin Supplies
Between Elkins/Buckhannon
Just Off Rt. 33
304-472-1330

the rule of calling aggressively to
strike toms. "When I hunt a pub-
lic area late in the season, I figure
most of the gobblers are call shy,"
he says. "So I tone down my call-
ing. I still cover lots of ground and
call down into hollows and around
fields, but I yelp and cutt softer and
not as much."
Afternoon Strategies

Combined, more than 25 South-
eastern, Midwestern and Western
states permit all-day turkey hunt-
ing in the spring. If you live in or
travel to one of these states you

can experience some great action
continue to page 20

Clip out and Mail In
PN

I Name

~ WANTED ~

Game Photos From 2017

Send In Your Photo (email or text)
Deer (big bucks - no does), Bear or Other Game
Animals Taken During The 2017 Season. I1t’s FREE

No DOES!

| Address

City

State Zip

Animal

L - - — e = = —

County

Deer Points

| PHOTOS WILL
| BE RETURNED

Gun___ Bow____

W. Va. Sportsman
: Now On Facebook

Have your photo published
in this magazine this year.
Either Mail in Or E-Mail

To This Magazine.
W.Va. Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV 26105

TEXT 304-482-7217

wvasport@gmail.com
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HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

Located In The United Oilfield Building

Rapala ¢ Yo-Zuri » Matzuo * Norman ¢ Strike King  Berkely ¢ Storm
Castiac * KW * Rage * Yamamoto * Yum ¢ Rebel * Bandit * 6th Sense
Bomber ¢ AC Shiner ¢ Jackall * Havoc ¢ Net Bait * Z Man * Gamakatsu
VMC « Cabin Creek * Rick Clunn * Bass Pro  Live Target * AAT
Duel * Lunkerhunt ¢ River 2 Sea * Lucky Strike * Reaction * KVD
Zoom ¢ FYAO ¢ Missle * Venom ¢ Gulp * Cotton Cordell * & MORE!

Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories * Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Bass Pro Shop

OPEN:
7am to 7pm Mon/Fri
7am to 6pm Sat/Sun

RODS: DUCKETT - LEW’S
CASHION - CARROT STIX
FENWICK - ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO - G LOOMIS - HALO
13 FISHING - ST. CROIX

LIVE BAIT

Minnows * Worms ¢ Mealworms

g | COOL . SMUTTY DOG - AMMA BAMA
, 1 CRANE - TYRANT - JH BAIT
PELICAN - CALCUTTA |

e A, il - JONES - HUGHES RIVER
NKBAITS COBB’S - KOPPERS - LASSO

i

CRA

TACKLE Just QOutside Of Parkersburg
13520 Emerson Ave.
Ohio River Outdoors LLC ﬁ Williamstown, WV 26187 On RT. 2 304_91 6_1 800
On Facebook 3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit
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!aeginnir}g after ‘luncl.l and continu- ARCHERY FOOD PLOT

ing until roosting time. Most of . Excaliber - Numerous

the early-morning hunters are out Striker Seeds

of the woods. But the gobblers are .- Bows LIVE BAIT

still there, most of 'em deserted by . Crossbows EI'S

hens and stoked to gobble at your DEER EEED HardCOI'E Hunt . :\InV%r:s

locator calls or hen cutts. C . M:) § eows
But keep this in mind. You can't Aorr: ble B

expect a turkey to gobble 50 or T;l’al'l? € 5 gO SUPPLIES

more times in the afternoon like c 2 °g|$ q ’ Sce:nts

he might first thing in the morn- ’ usto_m ends  Trail Cams

Available * More

ing. Most birds won't even gobble
as much as they might around 9
or 10 a.m. You need to crow call
or hen cutt and listen closely for a
faint gobble or two. Then move in
and listen for softer sounds, like a
turkey strutting or walking in the
leaves. A lot of turkeys, especially
old Easterns, will gobble only once
or twice in the afternoon, but they'll
come to your calls fast and silently.
Afternoon hunting generally peaks
from around 2 to 4:30 p.m., but
you might as well hunt right up un-
til dark some days. Gobblers love
to roost within 50 to 200 yards of
hens. If a turkey hears you yelping
and cutting late in the day, he might
come in to roost in the area. Better
yet, he might run over to check out .
the hen before he flies up. Dave Post, from Mineralwells, Kellijo Kessler reeled in a nice
Good luck & hunt safely! caught a steelhead up north. channel catfish.

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stop by our fully
stocked hunting
and fishing store!

Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3
Closed Sunday

1102 West Main St. | [l ol
Grafton, WV DEER ATTRACTANTS
304-265-9278 |L__CORN - FEED

— : : , NOW BOOKING
Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min- FOR SPRING & SUMMER
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course SEASON RENTALS
and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area Easy Access To Public
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
e A/IC e Easy Access Acres On Stonecoal
TV -DVD * Great View Of Lake For More Info & Reservations
e Barbecue Grill * Fully Equipped Kitchen
e Large Porch Area Including Dishwasher 304'452'9876
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This fellow caught a bunch of

trout. Photo courtesy of Bell Meadows
Fishing Preserve in Stonewood.

Spring Bluegill

Spring is the best time of the
year to get out on the water. The
weather is phenomenal, flowers
are blooming, and critters of all
persuasion are following cupid’s
arrow to create the next generation
of deer, birds, and fish.

From a fishing perspective, spring
fish are usually hungry, aggressive,
and shallow — which makes catch-
ing them easier and more fun than
other times of the year. Because of
that, it’s easy for anglers to focus
their springtime energies on catch-
ing popular species like bass or

Jayco

IRVINE’S CAMPER SALES
é‘)ﬁ 740-989-2291 800-987-
N——_——

www.irvinescamper.com

Located close to Parkersburg, WV On US Rt. 50
2 Miles From The Corridor D Bridge

17 State Rt. 555  Little Hocking, Ohio

NEW
USED

Exclusive
Jayco Dealer

800-987-4275

crappie.

That’s an understandable focus.
Springtime bassin is one of the
more enjoyable ways to spend a
relaxing day on the water, and col-
lecting a stringer of nice crappie is
downright sublime.

Unfortunately, anglers that focus
their springtime energies solely on
bass and crappie are missing out on
one of the most rewarding spring
bites there is, the bluegill.

Often overlooked by their more
famous cousins, bluegill are ag-
gressive, frisky fighters on ultra-
light tackle, and one of the finest
eating fishes that swims fresh wa-
ter. And there’s no better time to
catch bluegill than spring.

Bluegills spawn much later than
bass and crappie, so their aggres-
sive prespawn period is one of
the longest on the lake. Because
of that, anglers looking to target
springtime bluegill should be able

200+ Campsites * All Utilities
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout
Tube Rentals
Cable TV

. f

9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
\ 304-636-0023
www.revelles.com

www.wvasportsman.net

to find willing biters from Wash-
ington State to Washington D.C.,
and at all points in between.

The best places to target spring
bluegill are on the outside edges of
grass beds, in flooded timber, and
around any cover adjacent to the

continue to the next page

H:Hb:ﬁy Haven Log Cabin Rentals

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just two

minutes from Smnewaﬂ Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

® Satelllis tv and dvd player
& (Gas log Mraplace and air condifioning
* Full bath with ahower

# Linens and ofher amenities provided
cabing with hot fub sleep two  * Plcnic table, fire ring. gas grill, stocked
!--ii nﬁ#ﬂiﬂmvm -Fmrp.m;.#:mum:‘um F"“'.Pll!ﬂlﬂlld.ndm':.rmph »
gl » Six numiulmll or quean bed m""mmqm.ﬂm
Firat class vatation cabing comvenssntly HE&. or hot tab, :m’iﬁlﬂﬂl‘ll ﬂ.“ -
loeated one miks off interatate 78, Ext 01, | dishwas m"“" "Ih“‘- Hnm:t E:Irlmuu
umrriaauuhuﬂus1m1n'mdalahe o mlllﬂimmhﬂliﬁ * 2,650 acre . )
information, deposit * Accassibic cabin avaliabie - I'ﬂ
and policies. A 50% 5w iiteven with dishee,
raguired fior reservations. Major credit W miCrowave, i) ¥
cards are accepted. . and maker
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1st 33 Team Bass Tournaments

What are the 1st 33 bass tourna-
ments? These 4 events held out of
the Belpre, Ohio ramp give teams a
chance to win a fair payout.

Large tournaments are fun but are
very time consuming. These events

are offering a limited field of only
33 teams. One alternate will be of-
fered in case of cancellations.

By only having 33 teams, it will
be quicker to put your boat in,
faster to take out and will offer a

speedier weigh-in.

There are three ways to sign up.
Text your team name, send an
email or mail in your team names.

Trophies for 1st place and big bass
will be given, Entry form below.

*COMPLETE RULES GIVEN AT EVENT

HOW TO REGISTER YOUR TEAM

* TEXT TEAM NAMES - OR EMAIL TEAM NAMES
OR MAIL IN THE FORM 3 Ways To Enter

BIG

team $120 Per Team B¢

BASS May 12 - Sat. S

EVENT June 24 - Sun. TR

July 22 - Sun. PLACES*
33 Aug 12 - Sun.
Team
ALL AT BELPRE RAMP
$1 !000 Limit
Guaranteed 1st Place NO OFF LIMITS

TEXT 304-482-7217 CLIP OUT & MAIL
wvasport@yahoo.com § 6:45am - 3pm RN
BASS SPORTSMAN | Boater |

PO BOX 5521 Registration Partner |
VIENNA, WV 26105 1 ;’T‘;';OO | ONE PHONE # )
2ND $750 o
9 3RD $600 BIG BASS Entr $120 ¢ $10 BB= $130 Toatal

WHY 33 TEAMS? ~ sosmo ocoss  EntySfa0e Si0BB= 41

- QUICKER TO PUT IN 5TH $400  2ND $140 ay ¢ Ramp

« FASTER TO TAKE OUT 6TH $250 1st 33 Te Contacti

« SPEEDIER WEIGH IN FULL FIELD PAYOUT E“TER 800“ (SBet In ?Z??ou(r):az:elgf

OHIO RIVER TOURNAMENTS - ALL AT THE BELPRE RAMP

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South Of

er

740-846-0062

:pmss h-nats

14

==
o St. Marys, WV F,{z.}gmg/ ey _ 3783 StRt 124
304-684-2850 Go Fidk! marine, e Coolville, OH

Trophies Sponsored By: HUGE SELECTION OF BASS TOURNAMENT EQUIPMENT
OHIO RIVER RODS - REELS - PLASTICS - CRANKBAITS - WEIGH BAGS

OUTDOORS 13520 EMERSON, AV. WILLIAMSTOWN, WV 304-916-1800
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“We Sell Fun!”
Honfefmzfl;l RV Center

_______
.'|1|.

Coachmen & q rm—

Leader to the Great Qutdoors.

RV’S: VIKING ¢ APEX
CATALINA « SANDPIPER
CLASS C MOTORHOMES

Bed Liners -

Parts

NEW & USED || ;
RV’S
BOATS

Lots Of
RV Parts

Service

Weather Tech Products

www.hometownrvcenter.com
138 Colt Industrial Dr.
PROSPERITY, WV 25909

HERAR STHWHEELSE GTORHOMES

S
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SERVICES LLC

A tree service company, located in Gassoway, WV, that can handle any
and all of your tree care needs. Our services include but not limited to
tree removal, tree pruning, stump grinding, lot clearing, and right-of-way
maintenance. We provide free estimates.

Contact Us At 304-689-1214

eMail cookstreeservicellc@gmail.com
Visit Our Website www.cookstreeservicellc.com

large, sandy flats that they spawn
on later in the summer.

To catch bluegill, there isn’t
much more effective than a chunk
of nightcrawler or a waxworm
threaded on a gold hook or 1/64
ounce jig, although artificials like
tiny curly tailed grubs, flies, and
even small crankbaits can also be
effective (particularly when tar-
geting bigger bluegill).

They are great to eat too.

SPENCER'S

TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745

OVER 39 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS
WEST HAMLIN,WV

ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

Walleye Fishing Informaton

The scientific name for walleye is
sander viterus. If you’re from Can-
ada you may have heard people re-
fer to this fish as pickerel. Regard-
less of what you call the fish, they
are very distinguishable. Walleye

Daniel Cotrill caught this 6 pound
bass last year at O’Brian Lake.
March/April 2018 ~ Page 24

have big shiny eyes making them
easy to identify. They have a beau-
tiful golden color and with distinct
sharp spines. Walleye have fairly
large teeth, and will feed on small-
er fish, bugs, and insects. They
have a big appetite and can grow
to be quite large. Walleye can grow
continue to the next page

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING

* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everytling you uced or
a day oun the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV
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By Hunting Beagles

Pups PKC/AKC/UKC/NKC Pups~Hunting/Field Trial Dogs
. Hunting Lights « Garmin GPS Tracking System * Diamond Deluxe
Dog Collars & Straps « Easy Loader « All Types Of Vinyl Coated Wire

"'é" David Dewees (304) 545-3820 By Appointment
3223 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV 25248

as big as 25 Ibs, and both the big
and small ones can put up a great
fight. They will typically spawn in
the early spring over rocky streams
usually at around 50 degrees Fahr-
enheit or less. Usually once sum-
mer weather moves in these fish
will migrate to larger bodies of
water, but you can always catch a
few in these streams. Walleye typ-
ically go on eating frenzies early
in the morning or as soon as the
run goes down. This is usually the
best time to catch them, however;
if you know the right spots you can
fish for them all day long. So with-
out further delay below is probably
the reason you stumbled upon this
page. The tips provided below will
be changed and updated frequently
to ensure your fishing success so
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check back often and feel free to
submit your own tips as well.
Walleye Fishing Tips and How To
Fish Walleye
walleyemain
Beautiful Golden Walleye Colors

Just before the sun comes up and
right after the sun goes down is the
absolute best time to catch wall-
eye. These fish will move into the
shallows to attack prey at this time
making them easy targets. Trolling
with crank baits such as Rapalas,
or using minnows/worms/leeches
tends to work great. Some people
will use plastics however I have al-
ways found live bait to work better.
A secret walleye lure I often use
at night is the Rapala husky jerk —
clown fish.

During the day walleye tend to

Hannah Stump brought in a nice 6
point from Gilmer County
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move into deep water. Dredged
areas and drop offs are usually
hot spots for this fish. They tend
to get pretty lazy during the day
and will usually sit in these holes
right along the bottom. My person-
al favorite method is to troll using
a bottom bouncer and a worm har-
ness + worm. If you are familiar
with some good holes you can an-
chor and jig these areas.

Use a worm harness if you’re go-
ing to use a live worm. Walleye are
smart fish and will often bit the tail
area of the worm. They like it when
the worm is attached to the hook at
the very tip and left fully extended.
A worm harness will prevent the
worm from ripping, and will also
land you the fish if it decides to bite
just the end.

Troll slow! Walleye are lazy fish
and will typically not chase down
its prey if it’s moving too fast. If

continue to the next page
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your fishing off shore reel in very
very slow. If you are trolling a lake
troll at the slowest pace your motor
will allow.

When you find one there are
usually more in that area! If you
manage to land a walleye be sure
to hit up the same area again and
again. Walleye are schooling fish
so where there is one there are usu-
ally many.

The most important thing is to get
your lure to where the walleye are
situated. Sounds easy but in reali-
ty this can be a difficult task. You
want to get your lure to sit a few
inches off the bottom of the lake or
river you are fishing.

Sometimes simple is better. Some
of my best walleye fishing has been
done using sinkers, hooks, and
worms. Just find the fish and get
the worm in front of them.

Use the right line/rod. Walleye
fight hard and have sharp teeth. I
usually recommend a 101b braided
line and a rod with a sensitive tip.
The sensitive tip is key so that you
can feel when your lure hits bottom
and when you have a nibble.
Walleye Lures and Bait

This section will outline the rigs
and setups you need to land you a
trophy walleye.

FREE Online

www.wvasportsman.net
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Current Prices
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Hook + Worm + Bottom bounc-
er— This is by far the most effective
combination when fishing during
the day in deep waters. The rig is
cheap and it will ensure that your
lure is right on bottom where the
big units reside.

Jigs— These are probably the
most common walleye set up. A
jog is cheap and allows you to get
your lure to the bottom effectively.
Mimic minnows and white twister
tails tend to be a popular choice to
add to the jig. I personally prefer
using live bait such as worms min-

now or leeches.

Spinners— spinners work great for
walleye as well. Just be sure to use
ample sinkers or a bottom bouncer
to ensure that you are getting low
enough.

Crank Baits— These are my go
to lures when fishing early in the
am or late at night in the shallows.
Crank baits help you cover a lot of
ground and are great during times
when walleye are on their feeding
frenzies in the shallows. The Rapa-
la husky jerk is a personal favorite
of mine.

REELS
RODS /
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NWTF Awards

DNR Officers

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.

— Two West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources staff members
have been recognized by the state
chapter of the National Wild Tur-
key Federation (NWTF) for their
efforts in game management, con-
servation and promoting hunter
safety.

During the NWTF’s annual awards
banquet in January, District 4 wild-
life manager Mark Richardson re-
ceived the 2017 Wildlife Manager
of the Year Award, which recog-
nizes DNR wildlife managers who
demonstrate outstanding efforts in
the management and conservation
of wild turkey and other wildlife
resources. Richardson has been
a wildlife manager with DNR for
10 years. At the same event, Natu-
ral Resources Police officer Chris
Fitzwater was given the Sharp Spur
Award, in recognition of his work
investigating illegal turkey hunting
and promoting hunting safety. Fitz-
water is stationed in Braxton Coun-
ty in DNR District 3.

“DNR is proud of everything
Mark (Richardson) and Offi-
cer Fitzwater have done to make
sure our wild turkey population is
healthy and that hunters are being
safe,” said DNR Director Stephen
McDaniel. “I want to thank the Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation for
recognizing their hard work and
giving them these much-deserved
awards.”

Richardson manages four wildlife
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management areas in DNR Dis-
trict 4, including Beury Mountain, ing nets and sitting long hours in
Camp Creek State Forest, Meadow  blinds to trap turkeys for the proj-
River and Tate Lohr. He also fre- ect.

quently assists staff in other wild- Officer Fitzwater located and
life management areas and on spe- monitored 15 illegal bait sites
cial projects, where his expertise in his assigned area last spring.
in wildlife habitat management, During his patrols, he logged more
research and heavy equipment op-  than 30 miles of travel on foot. His
eration is needed. Richardson has  investigations led to the arrests of
developed wildlife clearings, water  several suspects on charges of non-
holes and road improvements, and  resident hunting without a license,
has improved habitat on multiple  exceeding bag limits, hunting over
wildlife management areas by cre-  bait, using electronic calls, hunting
ating successful food plots. Rich-  from a motor vehicle, illegal pos-
ardson played a key role in a wild  session of wildlife and taking wild-
turkey restoration project coordi- life during a closed season. Officer
nated by the Texas Parks and Wild-  Fitzwater also spends time educat-
life Department. He has devoted  ing hunters about the importance of
numerous hours over the past three  basic safety while turkey hunting.

winters baiting, monitoring, mov-

www.rodgersmithmarine.com Skeeter
Yamaha
South Bay
Honda
Rﬂa?ir Smith Alumacraft
M A I N E 1 =

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487
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EXPERIENCE
LEWIS

COUNTY

Come visit the haunted Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum. Featured on
many paranormal shows over the years, the facility is currently offering
civil war, historical, paranormal, and farm tours. Many other activities and
events include ghost hunts and a haunted house in October.

Weston, West Virginia was once the hand blown glass capital of the world.
Now it has two charming studios where you can watch the art of blowing
glass. Appalachian Glass and WV American Art Glass masterfully blend
traditional glass-making methods with the best of modern techniques.
Then learn more about the deep history of West Virginia glass by stopping
by. The West Virginia Museum of American Glass has a collection of more
than 17,000 pieces.

At the Mountaineer Military Museum, you will experience some of the Unit-
ed States Military’s unique moments while seeing the military of our country
and the nation comes alive through a soldier’s eyes.

lewis County, Weat Virginia

[
=

Il

Kick back and relax at Lambert’s Winery, situated on a beautiful hillside in
its own hand cut stone building where you can take a tour of the facility and
enjoy a tasting while visiting the gift shop.

You may also visit the childhood home of Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson at
WVU’s Jackson Mills Farmstead. Here you will see an 1840’s farmstead
with a working gristmill, blacksmith’s shop, buildings, cabins and more.

Outdoor enthusiasts can visit Stonewall Jackson Lake State Park or Stone-
coal Lake for boating, fishing, hiking, hunting and more. Enjoy a round
of golf while spending a relaxing weekend at the four diamond awarded
Stonewall Resort on the shore of Stonewall Jackson Lake.

Come visit where heroes were raised, legends born and memories are
made! For more information contact:

800-296-7329
lewiscountycvb.com

IR COnF

Take a tour of historic downtown; visit museums or the boyhood home of general "Stonewall”
Jackson. Relax at a winery, play golf, fish in a quiet cove or boat on one of our beautiful lakes.
Shop in our locally owned shops, watch glass blowing demonstrations, visit our historic and
haunted Asylum, or attend a local fair or festival. There's something for everyone to enjoy
here... Where past meets the present.

Visit Us Online or Call Today for your Free Travel Guide!

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM 304-269-7328

March/April 2018 ~ Page 28



Bass Fishing Pre-Spawn

It’s about time for the prespawn
to begin. For all that’s written and
said about this phase of a bass’ life,
it isn’t all that complicated if you
keep a few things in mind.

The prespawn begins with Moth-
er Nature’s seasonal changes. The
first thing that’s usually mentioned
is water temperature, but it’s about
a lot more than that. You often hear
about a “perfect” temperature that
starts the bass moving. There’s no
such thing.

Assuming a water temperature of
at least 50 degrees, things like the
length of the day and the angle of
the sun affect the prespawn move-
ment just as much or more than
any increase in water temperature.
Without them temperature is a sec-
ondary factor.

Some will disagree with me, and
I have to admit that there may be
a few small bass that’ll go based

Jarﬁes Lattea, from Lewis County,
caught a 35 pound musky at Terer
Creek Lake.

solely on temperature. But it’ll
only be a few. The big ones, as well
as most of the small ones, look for
other cues. They sense that it isn’t
time until the length of the day and
the angle of the sun are in line no
matter what the water’s doing.

When I’'m looking for prespawn
bass early in the year I pay more
attention to water color than I do
to water temperature. Most of the
early fish will hold somewhere be-
tween 2 and 8 feet. If the water’s
dirty or heavily stained, I start
looking on the shallow end of that
depth range. If it’s clear or clearing
I go deeper until I'm comfortable
with where the light penetration
drops off, and the bass have a safe-
ty factor when they stop.

I’d rather catch bass shallow so
I’m a little prejudiced in favor of

Intersection of

2{0]67,¢

Rt. 4 & 20
(07 :\"A= Rock Cave, WV
IGA 924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane Exchange

Beverages & Snachks
Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm Sun Noon to 5PM

All Hunters & Fishermen

Check Us Out

stained, shallow water.

Something else that I think is often
misunderstood about the early pre-
spawn is the idea that the females
stage on breaks, things like channel
swings and underwater crevices —
quick changes in depth. They do
stage on those areas but only be-

cause they’re there.
continue to page 31
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They’re just as likely to stage on
a stump, a rock, old fencing, a tire
or anything else that happens to
be around. A staging spot is about
something different. It’s not about
natural structure.

Another thing about holding areas
is that they aren’t always between
deep water and the places where
the bass will make their beds.
Sometimes they stage shallower
than they spawn. This is especially
common during an unusually warm
spell that lasts for several days. A
weather pattern like that drives the
baitfish shallow and, of course, the
bass follow. When it’s time to ac-
tually spawn they turn around and
move back out a ways.

My preference for lures at this
time of the year is pretty much or-
dinary. I like lipless crankbaits and
bladed jigs. They seem to be exact-
ly what the bass like when they’re

resting up and feeding heavily.
Traditional hard crankbaits will
work, too. A Rapala Shad Rap is
hard to beat during the early pre-
spawn. It’s been catching bass for-
ever and shows no signs of slowing

Mlke Arbogast shot an 8 point in
Barbour County.

down. The Rapala DT4 and DT6
are also good choices.

Don’t let the early prespawn get
the better of you, and don’t make
it difficult by fixating on water
temperature and structural breaks.
Keep the big picture in mind.

Adam Maltemple bagged a nice
buck in Summers County.

>

Dog Supplies * Tannerite
Garmin * Holsters
Tactical Supplies * Lucky Buck

Muzzleloaders * Trapping * Blinds * Stands

Camo Clothing: Yukon ¢ Country Life
Moonshine * Muddy Girl  Browning

ANDERSON OUTDOORS

“Everything You Need For Your Next Outdoor Adventure”

Parker * Bear
Crossbows
Custom Arrows

Fishing Tackle
Trout Bait * Knives
Scopes * Binoculars

"RIFLES
SHOTGUNS
PISTOLS

il | Consignment

NEW

10AM to6PM
Mon Tue Thu Fri Sat
10am to 5pm Wed
Closed Sunday

Area
» We Can Sell Your
Sporting ltems

242 South Kanahwa St.
BUCKHANNON, WV
304-460-2317

March/April 2018 ~ Page 31



The Birth Of Piching For Bass

Editor's note: 2018 marks the 50th
anniversary of B.A.S.S. As part of
our celebration we’re publishing
stories, videos and photos about
the history of the sport, including
the one below.

Any bass angler who strives to
compete at the highest level has
no choice but to learn the pitch-
ing presentation. Today, the term
flipping generally lumps pitching
and flipping together. Pitching, an
offshoot of flipping, allows for pin-
point accuracy and a soft lure entry
that rivals the flip-cast but at great-
er distances.

Oklahoma angler Tommy Biffle
deserves credit for refining and
popularizing pitching. Soon af-
ter he got wind of the newfangled
flipping method in the mid 1970s,
he mail-ordered one of the origi-
nal 7-foot, 6-inch, brown fiberglass
Fenwick Flippin’ Sticks.

“It weighed a ton and was as stiff
as a pool cue,” Biffle said.

He taught himself the flip-cast and
was soon catching loads of tourna-

Jackson County..

By Mark Hicks

ment bass with the method. One
day Biffle lifted his jig out of the
water to make a flip and “just kind
of swung it out there.” It was a eu-
reka moment.

“It worked so much better than
what I had been doing because I
could stay farther back from the
fish and the cover,” he said.

continue to the next page

E

l 41 4

NNIAL

26201
(304) 472-4100

22 North Locust Street
Buckhannon, WV

www.wvasportsman.net

Stoeger - Winchester - Weatherby < Browning « Rossi

410 John Raine Drive
RAINELLE, WV

304-438-5660

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

PARK CENTER|/
SPORTING GOODS i

BUY  TRADE - PAWN

e )
S0 o970

Mathews yt
P, Bear ¢ PSE ¢ Mission
Parker ¢ Bowtech

Q
(o)}
©
>
©
(7}
c
o
(7))
(7))
=
o3
=
=
£
(9}
S
2
Y
(o)}
c
=
Q.
(0}
(72)
=)
S
s
-
(1)
(7))
e
<%}
(01]
[
c
<))
(01]
4
(3]
o
(O]
<
Q
(o)}
=)
o

Guns - Pistols - Bows - Knives
Safes - Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Camo Clothing - Scents
Gortex Clothing - Dog Supplies
Trapping - Custom Arrows - More
Crossbows: Parker - Mission - Excaliber

BOOTS BY: LaCrosse - Rocky - Red Wing
Browning - Matterhorn - Irsih Setter - Danner
Carolina - Chippewa

Liberty Safes

ishing Boats /MIELIE/

| Huntin g
Boots

1: Gun Cases

Auaqi - Yy3 - uljdepy - yosizelg - sway uosuensLys - biaqssopy - AusH - 1ysuei4

Kimber - T-C Encore - Traditions - CVA - Thompson Center

March/April 2018~ Page 32




TRAVEL TRAILER & POP UP RENTALS

» =___'_.—-r—— - = "ENJOY CAMPING WITHOUT BIG PAYMENTS”
iﬂ 1_®. ® call For Details On Rentals

= 1/ Family Fun RV Rentals
Culloden, WV

Weekend ’ T It
Weekly 304-638-5962 ﬂ!’.
Or Longer 304-634-4928 —=

2018 Boats In Stock
Great Selection Of Quality Used Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available

Pontoon & Bass Boats
www.wrightsriversidemarine.com

* FIBERGLASS
* ALUMINUM
* PONTOON

Wright’s Riverside

Marine . .
Rt. 2 South of Certified Service Department

st. marys, w  EVIMRUDE !

304-684-2850 #1 In District Total Horsepower Dealer

March/April 2018 ~ Page 33

Though persistent trial-and-er-
ror, he tweaked his pitching to the
point where he could gently drop
a 5/8-ounce jig into a teacup size
opening. And, he could easily reach
targets more than 40 feet away. It
gave him a considerable edge over
anglers who were flipping.

Before he began fishing Bassmas-
ter tournaments, Biffle competed
in draw events that attracted some
of the biggest names in bass fish-
ing. In early 1985 Biffle was paired
with Rick Clunn at a tournament
on Lake of the Ozarks. Clunn had
already won three of his four Bass-
master Classics.

“I was excited to no end,” he said.
“I didn’t even flip a coin for the
boat. I just went with him.”

Clunn spent most of the day flip-
ping to buck bushes, a strategy that
normally prevented backseaters
from catching anything. Whenever
Biffle was presented with a target
that Clunn couldn’t reach flipping,
he would pitch his jig in there. It
often paid off with a bite and a
good bass.

This young fellow is looking over

the trout. Photo courtesy of Bell Mead-
ows Fishing Preserve in Stonewood..
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“After I caught several fish, Clun
aaid. “I thought I’d made him mad.
He told me to just keep doing what
I was doing. We both had a good
day.”

Later that year Clunn won a
Bassmaster Invitational on Lake
Okeechobee by pitching his baits
into grass. While giving fishing
seminars the following winter,
Clunn credited Biffle for teaching
him how to pitch.

“I didn’t teach him anything,” he
said. “He learned just by watching
me.”

Since then Biffle has won more
than $2 million fishing Bassmaster
tournaments, including seven wins
and 19 Bassmaster Classic appear-
ances. He has accomplished “dang
near all of it pitching.”

Biffle’s flipping/pitching rod mea-
sures 7 feet, 6 inches, and bears his
name. He designed it for Quan-
tum when Quantum was one of
his sponsors. Quantum no longer

Jeff Copen, from Munday, got an 8
point in Wirt County.

sponsors Biffle, nor do they make
his signature flipping rod.

“I’ve got three left,” he said.
“They’re the stiffest flipping rods
out there. Other flipping rods have
too much tip action. I can’t pitch
near as well with a rod like that.”

Biffle matches the rod with a
light, high-speed baitcasting reel
filled with 25- to 30-pound Sunline
Shooter Fluorocarbon. A number of
experiences have convinced Biffle
that the zipping noise braided line
makes when it rubs against grass
and wood cover puts off the bass.

“We used to think you had to have
a low gear reel to pull them out,” he
said. “You pull them out with the
rod, not the reel. You need a quick
reel you can get the bait back faster
and make more pitches.”

Larry Helm caught a 50” musky
that weighed 37 pounds. Photo cour-
tesy of Middle Mountain Sporting Goods

in Elkins.
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Audra State Park in WV
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A lefty, he pitches with his left
hand. However, he matches the rod
with a right hand reel so he doesn’t
have to switch hands after making
a pitch.

Biffle’s pitch-cast is the fastest,
most efficient and most effortless
you will ever see. With a contin-
uous motion, he reels in the bait,
lifts it out of the water, swings it
back and shoots it forward with a
quick, compact arm movement.
His elbow stays close to his side
throughout the pitch.

Biffle does not touch the bait or
extend his arm when he pitches.
The exception is when he pitches
to an especially distant target. He
believes this is why he has never
had the elbow or shoulder prob-
lems that plague many other pros.

continue to the next page
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“Everybody else extends their arm
when they pitch,” he said. “I tell
people to hold a newspaper under
their arm when they practice pitch-
ing.”

The signature Junkyard Jig that
he designed for River2Sea is now
his go-to pitching jig. Among oth-
er things, the jig features a point-
ed nose that slithers through grass
and other cover, a flat bottom that
makes the jig stand up on the bot-
tom and a double-barreled rattle.
He often dresses the hook with a
Larew craw.

He also pitches a Texas rigged
Larew Biffle Bug. He matches it
with whatever size tungsten sinker
is needed to penetrate the cover he
is fishing.

Pitching has not totally replaced
flipping for Biffle. When dingy
water allows him to work close to

Richard Wilson, from Shinnston,
bagged a nice 12 point buck.

an abundance of cover, he opts for
flipping. In this instance flipping
allows for faster presentations to
multiple targets, the softest and
most accurate bait placement, plus
the highest odds for landing the
bass you hook.

“To this day, I do either one,” he
said. “I pitch 97 percent of the time,
but if I come across something that
needs to be flipped, I flip it.”

=

Pat Dye brought in a nice buck.
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Dalton Cutright, owner

Spring Crappie

THE TYPICAL SPRING CRAP-
PIE APPROACH is a no-brainer.
You head for the backs of reservoir
tributary arms, anchor, and drown
minnows in sunken brushpiles,
waiting for finicky spawning crap-
pies to bite--all the while rubbing
bows with scores of other anglers
doing the same thing. Kentucky
Lake guide Garry Mason (731-593-
5429) takes a more proactive tack.
He hits the water several weeks
ahead of the crowds, casting lures
along sunken highways that fat pre-
spawn crappies travel to reach their
shallow spawning grounds. It's vir-
tually the same strategy as that of
professional bass anglers gunning
for big largemouths in early spring.
Soaking minnows is a meat-fish-
ing game. Mason's method, on the
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the other hand, is geared toward
those who'd rather tie into the crap-
pie of a lifetime.
Migration Routes

CRAPPIES TAKE A PREDICT-
ABLE PATH TO SPAWN. HERE'S
HOW TO AMBUSH THEM

RESERVOIR CRAPPIES TYP-
ICALLY winter on deep main-
lake structures like river-channel
dropoffs, submerged roadbeds, and
offshore humps. They're often 25
to 50 feet deep. As the lake gradu-

Jarvis harvested a nice

black bear. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Franks

SALES ¢ FINANCE * PARTS * SERVICE

www.leesonsmotors.com 320 West Main Street
Bridgeport, WV

LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

==
(304) 842-5469
> E‘ $ SUZUKL ey g Used

@ KYMCO | Kawasaki |

Motorcycles
ATV & UTV's

ually warms in early spring, crap-
pies gravitate toward shallower
water, following predictable mi-
gration routes that lead to their
eventual spawning areas.

"Think of these as underwater
interstates," Garry Mason says.
"Crappies move along points at
tributary mouths, creek channels,
ledges, and ditches, occasionally
stopping to hold and feed at 'rest
areas' such as channel bends and
isolated wood cover. It's the same
way largemouth bass go shallower
in spring."

This crappie migration takes place
in waves rather than all at once.
The initial activity occurs when a
lake reaches 55 to 58 degrees. "The
first wave often contains the big-

gest fish, so it pays to monitor the
water temperature closely during
this period and be on those crappie
highways when the slabs roll in,"
Mason says. "You'll find most of
them in the 12-foot zone, holding
tight to submerged brushpiles and
stumps."

By the time the lake hits 65 de-
grees, expect to experience some
truly awesome crappie fishing if
you target this pattern. "They'll
move progressively shallower as
the water warms, eventually end-
ing up in the backs of tributary
arms and coves, where they spawn
in stake beds and sunken brushpiles
once the water reaches the low to
mid 70s. But you'll have already

continue to the next page
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caught the biggest, baddest fish by
then. You can leave the little ones
to the batter-and-fry crowd."
BATTLE PLAN As crappies
follow creek channels to spawn-
ing water, they stop at staging or
rest areas. Isolated wood cover,
underwater stumps along bends,
and points are all good spots. The
warmer the water temperature, the
closer they'll be to spawning areas.

AdaMéltempie, from Beaver, ar-
rowed a Summers Co. 10 point.

Steve Ellis got a great bow buck
in Mingo County. It was 14 points
and scored 185 2/8.
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