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Cover Photo

Stonewall Jackson "Legend"
Tony Crumbliss caught an 8
pound, 14 oz. largemouth at the
lake. The Stonewall Classic was
won by he and his partner, Mr.
Mullins, the first year with a two
day total of 44 pounds, 10 0z. An
ad is on page 6 of this issue for
this years Stonewall Classic.

Mark Skiles wrote the article
last month titled "Game Tracking
Signs". I gave another name as
the author. See it online in last

months issue - great piece!




Late Season Gobblers

When it comes to applying for
turkey permits, my last few seasons
have been a comedy of errors. I’ve
either forgotten to apply for a tag
or drawn a time period that I could
not hunt for one reason or another.
This has forced me to hunt late in
the year because the only time pe-
riods available for over-the-coun-
ter purchase were late season tags.
Guess what? I’'ll be hunting late
this season as well. My wife has a
bun in the oven and the baby is ex-
pected to arrive in early April. That
means [ won’t be released to hunt
until early May. Hunting late has
become a science for me. Hopeful-
ly, these tips will work if you find
yourself turkey hunting late in the
year.

Corey Wilson shot a good 13 point
in Pleasants County.

R&S SPORTS & PAWN INC.

BUY « SELL - TRADE - PAWN
GUNS - FISHING GEAR
TOOLS - JEWELRY

Mon to Fri 10AM - 5SPM
Sat 10AM 0 20M | 304-275-1112]

Ly 100 Midway St.
-9 ELIZABETH WV

Rt Musky Baits - Tackle
RO HUNTING SEASON IS HERE!

By Chris Larsen

Roost Birds

This is obviously a good idea for
any turkey hunt. But it’s even more
important early in the year. Use the
evening to locate and watch birds
roost. If you are hunting a familiar
area, you probably already know
the likely spots. All that is neces-
sary is confirmation. You need to
get in close, really close. I'm talk-
ing about 50 to 75 yards away.
When locating birds, look for a
place to set up as well. In most cas-
es, birds are going to come out of
the trees in the same place the flew
up from. Find a spot that allows you
to get close to their fly down area.
Try to walk like a deer when walk-
ing to your spot. When you know
your close, walk a few steps before
pausing. Avoid walking ridgelines
to prevent being silhouetted.
Swimming In Green

There are leaves on the trees later
in the year so getting in close is
much easier. Just be sure to move
quietly. Oftentimes, I won’t even
set up a decoy. You want to limit
the amount of commotion on the
ground. With thick foliage, turkeys
have a hard time finding the decoy
anyway. When they do, they will
often hang up because they won’t
feel comfortable moving through
a bunch of cover to get to the de-
coy. Open areas work best for de-
coy sets. If you are hunting in deep

timber, it helps to have a caller 20
continue to the next page

BOWTECH

DIAMOND \\
PARKER &

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS-CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

CHELYAN, WV

BARNETT 304-595-2699
PARKER  Mon Tue Thu Fri12 -7
EXCALIBER Wed 12 - 5
CROSSBOWS  Sat- 10AM to 2PV

www.bow-listicarchery.com

BOOKING WILD
BOAR HUNTS

McKenzie Morgan bagged a nice
goobler during the youth hunt in
Wyoming County.

Alligator Jack’s Flea Market

Numerous
Vendors

Friday 10-5
Sat & Sun 9-5

~0PEN ALL YEAR~
St Rt 7 Pomeroy, Ohio

740-416-4650

Save
Money
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27425 ST.RT.7
Marietta, Ohio

MARIETTA POLARIS

www.mariettapolaris.com

Offers vary by model. Valid on select 2013-2017 new and unregistered models purchased between 5/1/17- 5/31/17. See your dealer for details. Rates
as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Examples of monthly payments required over a 36-month term at a 2.99% rate: $29.08 per $1,000 financed; and
at an 5.99% rate: $30.42 per $1,000 financed. An example of a monthly payment with $0 down, no rebate, an APR of 2.99% for 36 months at a MSRP
of $9,999.00 is $290.74; total cost of borrowing of $467.60 with a total obligation of $10,466.60. Down payment may be required. Other financing
offers are available. See your local dealer for details. Minimum Amount Financed $1,500; Maximum Amount Financed $50,000. Other qualifications
and restrictions may apply. Financing promotions void where prohibited. Offer subject to change without notice.

We Have
ATV/UTY Trailers

740-374-5766

yards behind the shooter. Toms
won’t gobble as much as they do
late in the year and often walk right
up without making so much as a
peep.
Find The Food

After late season turkeys get of

Donald Lane Jr. shot a goobler near
Ravenswood during the youth day.

the roost, gobblers will strut as
hens head for their nest. Once the
hens abandon them, gobblers start
looking to fill their bellies. If you
strikeout on the roost hunt, get to a
known feeding area. Again, keep-
ing a log book of lessons learned
during seasons past will help a lot.
Scouting and getting to know your
hunting area is invaluable. Turkey

sign is pretty easy to find in May.
Concentrations of droppings, feath-
ers, and turkey trails are a good in-
dication of where turkeys are eat-
ing. Turkeys will use deer trails
but if the trail runs under brush and
logs, you know it’s a turkey trail.
Ten O’Clock Toms

I have written before about late

continue to the next psge

+ED
5 LN o
o .
-~ #ixj t';'.l
[ -
ARCHERY

Mon-Fri 5pm to 8pm Sat 12-6pm

Hoyt ¢ G-5 Prime

QUEST BOWS - From G5

EASTON - CARBON EXPRESS - GOLD TIP
Ten Point * Parker ¢ Excaliber Crossbows
Archery Supplies - Pro Shop

Bowtech
PARKER G5

1.8 Miles From I-77 - Rt. 31/Airport Road On Facebook
WILLIAMSTOWN, WV 304-375-2434 crooked creek archery

30 TARGET 3-D ARCHERY RANGE
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Stonewall
Classic

$1,000

Guaranteed
1st Place

September
9&10

$130 ENTRY
$10 DAILY BIG BASS
BIG BASS PAYS 2 PLACES DAILY

$5 LATE FEE ENTERING AT RAMP

7AM - 4PM
Both Days

Team Bass Tournament

VANDALIA RAMP
179 Exit 96 - 6 Miles Out

* 6 FISH LIMIT
2 CAN BE OVER 18"
* Complete Rules Given
At Event

Lewis County Visitors Bureau
Lodging Info 304-269-7328

Mail In $20 To Hold Boat Number
Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105
304-482-7217
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morning gobblers. I think this
is truly the golden hour of turkey
hunting. By ten o’clock toms are
well fed and looking for action.
Most hens are still on the nest and
lying low. Yelps and cuts can really
be persuasive as loneliness sets in.
Set up on strutting areas this time
of day. If you can get between a
strutting area and a feeding area,
even better. Decoys work well in
this situation.
Crazy Calls

By the end of the season, most
gobblers have heard tons of call-
ing. Educated birds know the dif-
ference between a call and a real
hen. I like to use oddball calls this
time of year. The Squeeling Hen is
a new call that isn’t used by a lot

Shawn Stidham went to Putnam
Co. for a 23 pound, 5 oz. turkey.

of hunters. I'll also use a push but-
ton call late in the year. Most hunt-
ers are too macho to use one so the
sound is fresh and in my opinion
they sound pretty good, especially
if you keep them chalked. My se-
cret weapons for late season birds
are my wingbone calls. There are
not a lot of hunters using them and
it’s easy to get a good sound out of
them.

Late season turkey hunting is
full of new challenges early season
hunters don’t have to deal with.
Those challenges make bagging a
late season bird that much more re-
warding.

www.wvasportsman.net

Ronnie, Dylan, and Teddy Bennett
enjoyed a turkey hunt.

Compare

My Prices

NINGH,

Knife & Gun Shop

Many New & Used Guns & Pistols
Deer Rifles In Stock - Large Selection
Concealed Carry Pistols

613 Sheridan St. GLENVILLE, WV

11am to 6pm
Mon - Sat

304-804-2022
304-483-2087
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Timber Rattlesnake Survey

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— The West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources (DNR) is asking
the public to become involved in a
scientific research project aimed at
determining the current distribution
of timber rattlesnakes in the state.

Although many people fear rattle-
snakes and may want to kill them,
rattlesnakes are a critical part of
healthy forest ecosystems, and re-
duce human risk of contracting
Lyme disease and other diseases
spread by mice and chipmunks, the
snake’s main prey.

“Rattlesnakes are essential to con-
trolling populations of these small
mammals that can transmit human
diseases,” said Kevin Oxenrider, a

DNR wildlife biologist.
The project asks the public to re-

WESTON AREA

11 Acres with a singlewide
and a large barn. Single wide
was renting for $750 a month.
Barn is 35x60 with main level
storage & a small apartment
above. Close to 2 lakes and
thousands of acres of hunting.
CALL FOR PRICE

Walk to the dock of Stonewall Jackson Lake.
Thousands of acres of public hunting. MUST SEE!

port their rattlesnake observations
to the DNR through an online form
that can be found at www.wvdnr.
gov/rattlesnakereport. Those who
participate can provide the location
of their rattlesnake observation
through geographic coordinates
obtained from a handheld GPS unit
or by using a map provided on the
website. The site also asks users to
submit a photo of the snake.

“The map feature helps people re-
port their rattlesnake observations
by zooming in to the exact location
of their rattlesnake observation,”
Oxenrider said.

The DNR is interested in all obser-
vations, whether the snake is alive
or dead. Information gained from
this project will allow the DNR to

continue to the next page

FOR SALE

- *_ Move in ready home with brand
| new everyting! New floors,
walls & bathrooms. New 200
amp electric, septic, furnace and
central a/c. New appliances,
washer/dryer & hot water tank.
All new plumbing - interior oak
doors. Outside has wood siding
and wrap around deck.
Anderson windows.
CALL FOR PRICE

Two Building Lots Over 2+ Acres Each Al Properties
Middle Run and Glady Fork

CALL: 304-269-2345 or 304-838-2112

In Ad Are Near
Weston,WV
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Revelle’s River Resort
US.Rt 33
9 Miles East Of \
ELKINS, WV \
304-636-0023
Stocked Fishing Stream

Cottages and Cabins
300 + Camp Sites

Jessie Keith went to Ritchie Coun-
ty for a 9 point buck.

Dawn Lanham, from Milton, shot a
great buck.



Genuine Skooter

'"n'fa ‘Boys 'w;'gﬁ‘-ﬁn-755'3-7355'"21!'-'

Route 95 5 Miles From 177
PARKERSBURG, WV

304-861-0449
1-866-266-6855

WE GOT ‘EM!!!

dsd_kawasaki@hotmail.com

ATV'’S, SIDE BY SIDES,
DIRT BIKES.....CALL!

SEE US AT www.dsdkawasaki.com
OR LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

better manage timber rattlesnake
populations and focus conservation
and outreach efforts.

The timber rattlesnake has been
disappearing throughout much of
its range, mainly from habitat loss

Eric Dillon used a crossbow in
Wood County for this buck.

and direct persecution, Oxenrider
said.

“In West Virginia, we are fortu-
nate that our state possesses the in-
tact forests needed by timber rattle-
snakes, so our snakes have a real
opportunity to thrive,” Oxenrider
said. “But to do that, people need
to remember that although rattle-
snakes are venomous, they are not
out to get us or our pets, and that if
left alone or observed from a dis-
tance, they pose no threat.”
“Although we are collecting rattle-
snake observations from the public,
we will not be sharing user con-
tact information or the locations

of rattlesnakes with anyone,” said
Oxenrider. “This protects people’s
privacy as well as the location of
the rattlesnakes.”

For more information about how
to participate in this initiative, visit
www.wvdnr.gov/rattlesnakereport
or visit www.wvdnr.gov for more
information about rattlesnakes.

TEXT

Your Pics

From 2017
304-482-7217

IRVINE’S CAMPER SALES

740-989-2291 800-987-4275
www.irvinescamper.com

Located close to Parkersburg, WV On US Rt. 50
2 Miles From The Corridor D Bridge

17 State Rt. 555  Little Hocking, Ohio

NEW
USED

Exclusive
Jayco Dealer

May/June 2017 ~ Page 8



Stop By Our Store OR Shop Online With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You - www.doddsports.com

LEUPOLD

e Im‘é-."" $ n '_

We Accept
Major Credit §
Cards

Weatherby ¢ Browning ¢ Kimber ¢ Cooper
Ruger * Remington * Winchester
Thompson Center * Glock ¢ Springfield
S&W ¢ Walther ¢ Taurus & More

Huge Selection Of Leupold

Reloading * Scopes * Ammo

” al Holsters * Knives

{ Large Selection Of 22 Ammo

- — Clothing & More

11-6 Mon to Fri |, Down
a )

11-5 Sat

S ustOffiRtA50]
Parkersburg

JAndIClarksburg
103 Maple St.
ELLENBORO, WV

304-869-3200
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at a preserve. Photo courtesy of Bel
Meadows in Stonewood.

RSN, 0 )\
Dennis Sole used a bow for a huge
12 point in Pleasants County.

JACKSON COUNTY’S
OLDEST SPORT STORE
BUY « SELL
TRADE + PAWN
We Do Gun Transfers
HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION
L UL Bows Large Selection
Large Selection Of Arrows LIVE BAIT
Crosshows & Accessories oPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Rods * Reels & Tackle For:
Bass ® Musky ® Crappie
Trout e Catfish & More
MIRARRING m 813 Washington St.
RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

1-64 Exit 47

Charleston WV
Cross Lanes WV Next to Casino

100% Non Smoking
WV-Hotel.com 800-798-7886
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Broken Wheel Campground

ETI L] Fishing & Hunting 2d COUNtry Store

Supphes
Weston, WV Gifts - Game Room - Playground

Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

™ LIVE BAIT

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance 7
11/2 Miles On The Right

304-269-6097 il

A new length state record musky
was caught by Braxton County
resident Joe Wilfong. His 34.58
pound giant measured 53.5 inches.
He kept the fish alive waiting for
an official DNR confirmation. The
record fish was then released back
into the Little Kanawha River.

J eremy & Conner McCloy both  Rob Ellis reeled in a huge catfish at
had turkey success. the Nitro Ramp.

Amelia Smith - 10 - landed a 22”

rainbow trout in Logan Conty. C RO S S RO ADS G E N E RAL STO RE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV

GUNS 304-275-4619
In Stock Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Or Ordered 5am-8pm Fr
Safe 7am-8pm Sat
Showroom 7am-5pm Sun

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
* Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages ¢ Gasoline
o R il L. ) : ¢ Food ¢ Live Bait * Minnows & More
g e = * Fishing Tackle « Musky Lures
Dave Ashley knows how to pose c RO s s Bows

this gobbler taken in Marion Co.
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BULLS—EYE OUTDOORS

Jpan

RIFLES SHOTGUNS HENRY TRIBUTE GUNS

Safes - American Security & Gardall
Fishing Tackle - Bass Fishing Equipment
Hats « T-Shirts
Holters & Gun Cases
Lots Of Ammunition

Crosshows ¢ Parker & Ten Point

Concealed Carry Classes

Cody Miller - NRA Certified Instructor
Call Or Email For Schedule

Open:
Mon - Fri
11-6
Sat
11-5

We Aim
To Please

A.Uberti - History Repeats Itself HOLSTERS & GUN CASES

Exact Replica Firearms From The Past

1255 1/2 Gihon Road Parkersburg, WV  304-422-2666  BullseyeOutdoors@yahoo.com
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50 Yard Shot
INDOOR RANGE
OPEN NOW

304-622-8440

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT « MATHEWS ¢ DIAMOND s BOWTECH ¢ MISSION « STROTHERS
Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning
Crossbows - Many Brands Available
Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Across RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV

NEW BOW TUNING
PRO SHOP

Open 10AM to 9PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat. & Sun.

Harold Cogar, Owner

Guide For Carolina Rig Fishing

Fishing a Carolina Rig is some-
times referred to as dragging “The
Old Ball and Chain”; thanks to
the extreme love hate relationship
many bass anglers have developed
for the technique. They hate it be-
cause dragging around a heavy
weight all day isn’t nearly as excit-
ing as flipping a jig or working a
topwater frog. They love it though,
because it flat out catches fish when
other techniques won’t or can’t.

The versatility of carolina rig fish-
ing is hard to beat. It works in all
types of lakes, north to south; clear
to stained, and throughout all the
seasons of the year. Yet many new
bass anglers are hesitant to learn
the Carolina Rig setup, perhaps be-
cause of the more involved rigging
required. This guide will take you
step by step through each compo-
nent of the C-Rig and you will be

ready to throw it the next time you
hit the lake.

The basic Carolina Rig setup con-
sists of a few simple components
that when combined, create a subtle
presentation that bass relating to the
bottom have a hard time resisting.
Let’s break down the Carolina Rig
into 3 easily digestible sections to
understand how and why it works.
Rod, Reel, and Main Line

Rod & Reel — The best rod for
Carolina rig fishing is a Medium
Heavy, Fast Action casting rod, and
a good baitcasting reel with a 6.3:1
or 7.1:1 gear ratio. The longer rod
allows you to make a long sweep-
ing hook set that can quickly take
up any slack line and the fast action
helps penetrate the hook into the
fish’s mouth. The higher gear ra-
tios help you to reel line up quickly
when making the sweep hook set.

Here are a couple of good and af-
fordable Carolina Rig combos, that
can also be used for many other ap-
plications.

7°1” MH St. Croix Mojo Jigs/Baits

continue to the next page

This lady caught a bunch of trout.
Photo courtesy of Sure Catch Fish Farm
in Elkins.

1601 Bowne Av
Charleston, WV 25303
(304) 744-3324

www.charlestonmarine.com

March/June 2017~ Page 13



Rod + Shimano Curado Reel 7°
MH Abu Garcia Veracity Rod +
Abu Garcia Revo STX Reel

Main Line — Your line can be just
about anything, or whatever you
typically use for other baits. The
best fishing line for a Carolina Rig
is typically going to be 15-201b flu-
orocarbon or 20-301b braided line
for the main line. Since you’ll be
making long casts, the low stretch
nature of these lines will help when
setting the hook. Also keep in mind
that a larger diameter line will tend
to get caught in current more and
can put a bow in your line that
makes hook sets challenging.
15-201Ib Seaguar InvizX Fluorocar-
bon
20-301b Sufix 832 Advanced Braid
Weights, Bead, & Swivel

Brass — The most common Caro-
lina Rig weight is a 1/2 to 34 oz
brass bullet weight. Brass produces
more noise than lead. There are
many variations you can try how-
ever, such as a Mojo style weight
that is cylindrical and can navigate
through grass a little easier.

Robert Howard landed a 7 pound,
10 oz. trout at Dunkard Lake.

Bullet Weights
Weights
Tungsten — Tungsten weights
have several advantages in fishing
a Carolina rig. First off Tungsten is
much harder than lead, so it makes
a louder noise when they hit the
bead, and you can more easily feel
the bottom composition. Tungsten

Brass Carolina Motorcycles

Buckhannon, WV
304-472-4824

Www.supersmittys.com

continue to the next page

Ohio River Team

Bass Tournaments

7am to 4pm April 23 - Wheeling Island
Ry May 21 - Powhatan Point
June 25 - Wheeling Island
July 23 - Powhatan Point
Aug. 27 - Wheeling Island
$90 Enry Fee Sept. 24 - Powhatan Point

$10 Big Bass (Pays 2 Places
No Late Fees

)
Salt Fork Lake main marina
Enter At The Ramp May 29 July 4 Sept. 4
Rules Given At Ramp Sponsored by:

Tournament Questions:  WRIGHT’S RIVERSIDE MARINE
BASS SPORTSMAN Rt. 2 South of St. Marys, WV
304-482-7217 304-684-2850
wvasport@gmail.com  STRATOS  RANGER * G3 Boats

P~ SERVING

-
Southern WV SERVICE

LARGHERYY
[PRO SHORP

Mathews Bowtech Genesis
Parker Diamond Mission <"
Excaliber Carbon Express Stryker

CARDINAL
PATNEROIERS o SPORITIG GEORS

1221 S. EISENHOWER DRIVE
BECKLEY, WV 25801

304-253-7357
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34 Years Is Our #1 Priority

Bow Tuning
Custom Arrows

Guns * Ammo
Fishing Tackle
Game Check - License




* Over 30,000 Acres In Clay County

Welcommg NEW Members
- Camping - 4 Wheelers

Call 304-587-2924 www. b:gknobhuntmgclub com

weights are much smaller than lead
and will come through cover with-
out snagging as much.
Eco Pro Tungsten Weights
Bead — When using a brass weight,
ared or black glass bead will do the
trick. The bead protects your knot
as well as makes a clicking noise
against the weight that can attract
inquisitive fish to your bait. A tung-
sten weight can shatter a regular
glass bead, so use a bead like the
Eco Pro or Vike Force Beads that
won’t break.
Eco Pro Tungsten Pro Beads
Swivel — The swivel is simple.
Just choose a size 6 or 8 barrel
swivel, or a size 2 ball bearing
swivel. These sizes are plenty big
enough to handle big bass and not
get snagged in grass or cover. I like
Owner hooks, so I also stick with
Owner for swivels.
Owner Micro Hyper Barrel Swivel
Owner Hyper Ball Bearing Swivel
Leader & Hook

Leader — Stick to monofilament

Hannah Boley used a crossbow in
Ohio to get her buck.

for most of your Carolina Rigs.
You might be tempted to use fluo-
rocarbon because it is nearly invis-
ible, but remember that it sinks and
defeats to whole purpose of the C-
Rig: floating and gliding your bait
off the bottom.
10-151b Trilene XT Monofilament
10-141b Sufix Elite Monofilament

Hook — The best hook for Caro-
lina Rig fishing is an offset shank
wide gap hook. Choose the appro-
priate size for the bait you are fish-
ing. Some people prefer a EWG
hook for their plastics, and that will
work fine as well, just use what you
have confidence in.
Owner Extra Offset Worm Hook
Owner EWG
Best Carolina Rig Baits

I’m sure you’ve heard the phrase
“match the hatch” before. It applies
to Carolina Rig fishing as much as
anything else. The lizard, creature,
beaver, and finesse worms are great
all around baits to start with, but if
you see a lot of shad in the area, a
tube or super fluke would be a bet-
ter choice. If you think the fish are
on a crayfish diet, then switch to a

COOPER’S
CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV

Complete Hookups
It’s Our 37th Year!

304-227-4219

green pumpkin brush hog or bea-
ver style bait. I keep things simple
buy sticking with a few colors:
Green Pumpkin and Black/Blue for
stained to dirty water, and a Shad
color for clear water or when bass
are chasing bait.

Lizard

Creature

Trick Worm/Finesse Worm

continue to the next page

Aaron Johnson got a nice gobbler
in Lincoln County.

JACKSON
COUNTY
PAWN

MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-NOON  Byy - Sell - Trade - Loan

NEW & USED GUNS

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104

(304) 428 PAWN (7296)

Big Worm
Tube
Fluke
Beaver
Why it Works

By now you are starting to see
the logic behind fishing the Caroli-
na Rig. But why exactly, is this rig
so effective at catching fish? I can
think of a few really good reasons
off the top of my head:

Easy to Use — All you do is cast it
out and drag it back in, as slow or
as fast as you want. That’s as sim-
ple a technique as you’ll ever find.

Carl’s Pawn Shop

515 Division Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101
(304) 428-7298

It’s great for anglers of all experi-
ence levels, including kids.

Covers Water at Any Depth — The
Carolina Rig is effective at nearly
any depth. You can cast to shallow
weed edges, or drag across deep
main lake points.

Maintains Bottom Contact — We
are using fairly heavy weights
on the rig, making it very easy to
maintain contact with the bottom.
This provides you valuable infor-
mation about the composition and
hardness of the area. This also

continue to the next page

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

Rodney Bumgardner hooked a 15
1/2” crappie..

BOONER’S BOW SEQP

3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

-Archery Shoots

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Located On Larkmead Rd

Parkersburg, WV 304-863-6962

MISSION

BEAR

‘Leagues
‘Group
Discounts
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makes it a great rig for fishing in
strong winds.

Subtle Action — The slow gliding
and floating action of the Carolina
Rig is probably the most important
factor in its success. The motion of
your bait is tantalizing to bass, and
the clicking of the weight and bead
helps draw other fish to your bait.
When and Where to Use the Caro-
lina Rig

The Carolina Rig is truly a year
round presentation. Use it to lo-
cate hungry pre-spawn bass as
well as recovering post spawners.
It’s deadly all throughout the heat
of summer, and can clean up on
bass when they school up in the
fall. Even in the dead of winter, the
Carolina Rig can coax bites from
the most lethargic fish.

NOT Rocks or Rip Rap — The
bullet style weight is going to get
snagged in the rock crevasses, so
avoid using it on rip shorelines.
But parallel casting with the edge
of the rock can be awesome.

Grass Beds — The type of grass
beds I'm talking about are just a
few feet tall, not matted up veg-
etation. Using it in the short grass
beds can be very fun. Just set you
leader length long enough for the

Shawn Ashley got a 9 point in Mar-
ion County.

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon

@ _SZece
TRACKER.

GROVEINVIARINE

7 MILES EAST OF WHEELING TUNNELS

TRACKER

e boats

2 5‘,@‘3}&!——.

-

304-547-5044

MIDDLE CREEK ROAD
Triadelphia, WV

bait to dance at the grass tops and
work the weight with a slow lift-
ing motion instead of the standard
drag.

Works Well in the Wind — If
the wind is howling and you find
yourself scrambling for a Plan B,
look to the Carolina Rig as an op-
tion that could save your day. The
heavy weight makes it easy to cast
into the wind, as well as still feel
the bottom.

Points & Humps — Bass love points
and humps, so dragging a Carolina
Rig over the top of them is a fast
way to see if any fish are present.
When you catch some, it’s easy to
slow down and try some other baits
and put a hurting on them.

Ledges — Fishing a C-Rig down a

ledge is a classic bass fishing sta-
ple. Cast to the top of the ledge and
slowly bring it down. You can catch
the active fish on top, and pick off
inactive ones along the sides and
continue to the next page

Timothy Kimes hooked a 7 1/2
pound rainbow at Rollins Lake.

4876 Route 152

www.rodgersmithmarine.com

Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487

Skeeter
Yamaha  South Bay
Honda  Alumacraft
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bottom of the ledge.

Ditches & Drains — These de-
pressions among the big flats on
lakes are bass magnets during the
pre and post spawn phases. Throw
the C-Rig up, down, and across the
ditch to see if it’s holding any good
fish.

Transition Banks — When you find
a stretch of bank that looks like a
“no nothing bank”, but then has
some changing features like grass,
wood, or rock, there just may be a
bottom composition change. The

Carolina Rig allows you to feel
when the bottom changes from
muck to clay, or clay to gravel.
This is what a bottom transition is
called, and bass love these places.

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

e Low Rates
e Reach Customers
e Promote WV
Details On Page 3
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Stephen Shinn bagged an 8 point
buck in Gilmer County.



HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

Located In The United Oilfield Building
Rapala ¢ Yo-Zuri » Matzuo * Normnan ¢ Strike King * Berkely ¢ Storm
Castiac * KW * Rage * Yamamoto * Yum ¢ Rebel * Bandit ¢ 6th Sense
Bomber ¢ AC Shiner ¢ Jackall * Havoc ¢ Net Bait * Z Man * Gamakatsu
VMC - Cabin Creek * Rick Clunn * Bass Pro ° Live Target * AAT
Lunkerhunt  Doomsday Turtle ¢ Lucky Strike * Reaction & MORE!

Hunting & Fishing Supplies
Gun Accessories * Camping

Bass Pro Shop
OPEN:
7am to 7pm Mon/Fri

RODS: DUCKETT *- LEW’S
CASHION - CARROT STIX
FENWICK - ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO - Combination
Packages - Lots of Reels

o AR s v
» X

LIVE ]

Minnows * Worms ® Mealworms

SMUTTY DOG - AMMA BAMA
{ CRANE - TYRANT - JH BAIT
JONES - HUGHES RIVER
COBB’S - KOPPERS - LASSO

COOLERS.|

Just Outside Of Parkersburg

13520 Emerson Ave.
Ohio River Outdoors LLC Williamstown, WV 26187 On RT. 2 30 4_91 6_1 800
On Facebook 3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit
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ARCHERY | FOOD PLOT
» Excaliber * Numerous
Striker Seeds
- Bows LIVE BAIT
 Crossbows HardCore Hunters + Worms
DEER FEED * Minnows
- Corn e More
« Available By SUPPLIES
The Ton $260 - Scents
- Custom Blends * Trail Cams
Available * More

Stop by our ﬁtlly
stocked hunting
and fishing store!

(| Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3
Closed Sunday

1102 West Main St. | [
Grafton, WV DEER ATTRACTANTS .
304-265-9278 -FEED |

Steve Woods caught a 10 pound, 2
oz. largemouth at Stonewall Jack-
son in March. It was 26 1/2” long
which would have been a state re-
cord. He has a state eel record.

Gary Price landed a 3 pound spot- Dakota Withrow hooked a rambow Ed Means, from Red House, got a
ted bass in the Greenbrier river. trout at Anderson Lake. 9 point with a crossbow

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

. . . . NOW BOOKING
Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min- FOR SPRING & SUMMER
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course SEASON RENTALS
and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area Easy Access To Public
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
e A/C » Easy Access Acres On Stonecoal
* TV - DVD * Great View Of Lake For More Info & Reservations
e Barbecue Grill * Fully Equipped Kitchen
e Large Porch Area Including Dishwasher 304'452'9876
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22 North Locust Street

Buckhannon, WV
26201

(304) 472-4100

J

Josh Murray caught and released a  Jimmy Luke, from Powhatan Point,
musky landed on a fly rod. landed a 5 -12 bass on the Ohio. ) P )

PARK CENTER |/
SPORTING GOODS iz

514 Park Center

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

BUY  TRADE - PAWN

Guns - Pistols - Bows  Knives
; : Safes - Fishing Rods & Reels
Nick McMahon landed a arge Tackle - Camo Clothing - Scents
Ohio River smallmouth bass. ¥ Gortex Clothing - Dog Supplies
Trapping - Custom Arrows - More
Crossbows: Parker - Mission - Excaliber

BOOTS BY: LaCrosse - Rocky - Georgia
Browning - Matterhorn - Irsih Setter - Danner

Fishing Boats

Liberty &

f')@'_. ”O)@m‘]” Heritage Safes /M]E_[/]E-/

=

e Mathews °G 7

( Bear ¢ PSE ¢ Mission
— & Parker

Malia Cooper, from Elkins, used a

crossbow for a 9 point buck.
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William Harless, from Cross Lanes,
caught a 26” rainbow trout.

Josh Perry has 2 largemoth over 4
pounds from Sutton Lake.

304-439-5329

RICKS

TAXIDERMY

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime
30Years Experience

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road
Buckhannon, WV

l. _~
Accepting Major Credit Cards
Full Time/Award Winning Master

Taxidermist Rick Dunlap

Chase Pritchard hooked a lage
trout at Barboursville Lake.

Bill Feldman bagged a 9 point in
Kanawha County.

PONTOON BOAT HEADQUARTERS

The
Great Outdoors

* Ranked one of the TOP 100
Dealers in the USA

* # 1 Rated Dealer in WV

* Only 5 Star Certified Dealer
In West Virginia

# 1 in Sales

# 1 in Quality

# 1 in Customer
Satisfaction

over (75 ) PONTOONS IN STOCK

L

......

BENNINGTON - Luxury Performance Pontoons
Models Starting @ $199/Month

64 Exit 5, then 4.5 miles south 31 EOE_AEEG

HUNTINGTON, WV

www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com

CHANGING LIVES FOR THE BETTER - ONE BOAT AT A TIME
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Need A Tool Box Or Set Of Steps? Reepers In Lots Of Colors All The RV Accessories
We Got ‘Em Cheap! Come Get Your Today!! You Could Need!

Keep It Clean! New Orion Reeper Authorized Weather Tech Dealer
We’ve Got Everything For 2 Seater 4 Cyl. 1100 cc

Sanitation Call For Details $17,495!

Lowest Prices Around

: Have Some Fun With One
Parts Galore! Pt iy O Our Cool Toys Or Relax In
eorskins ans: An Antigravity Chair

RV’s: Viking Coachmen Class C Motorhomes In Stock G3 Bass Boat

Coachmen “We Sell Fun!”  Pontoons
Catalina - Sandpiper www.hometownrvcenter.com
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Summer Crappie Fishing

Whether you call him Crappie,
Freckles, Specks or Specked Perch,
he sure is a tasty eating panfish.
Rolled in a bit of cornmeal and
fried to a golden brown, a platter
of Mom’s crappie sure were good
when we were kids. Yep, that’s
one meal this old country boy likes
year-round.

You do, too, huh? What’s that
- you have a problem?? Oh, that
‘seasonal’ problem thing has got
your goat. You wonder where all
the crappie go to in the summer?
Hey, maybe we can help!

Anyone who fishes for crappie
knows they are suicide-prone in the
spring. When the spawning urge
gets them into the shallow grass
and stumps, crappies are prob-
ably the easiest fish of all to catch.

Cotton Ring, from Curtisville,
hooked a 6 pound, 4 oz. rainbow..

SPENCER'S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745

OVER 39 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS *
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS
WEST HAMLIN,WV

ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

All the angler has to do is locate
a spawning area and they will be
there by the hundreds. And, to top
that off, they will be ferociously
(well, as ferocious as a crappie can
be) guarding their nesting area.
Anything that comes into the area
will be struck at.

Following that great fishing of
spring, there comes the heat of
summer. And, for many, the crap-
pie seem to pull off a successful
Houdini and just plain disappear.
Well, they did not really disappear;
they just changed locations.

Most of us think the crappie stays
in the brush and grass. In shallow,
grassy lakes, such as in Florida,
that is often true. But, in deep res-
ervoirs and rivers, it is NOT! That
misconception exists because that
grass and wood cover is where
99% of us always fish for them.
So, since the only crappie we catch
comes from cover, we think that is
where they always must be.

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING

* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everything you eed for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV

The very first thing the angler
needs to know is that crappie are a

continue to the next page

Young Kensi Plumley caught her
Ist rainbow trout..

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890
(cell)

BERRY’S CAMPGROUND

Overnight Camping
New River Road

Hinton, WV

Large Selection Of Carhartt Clothing ~ Georgia Boots

WiFI
Lounge
Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing

Catamaran Rentals
Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199

www.berryscamp.com

berrycampinfo@aol.com

May/June 2017 ~ Page 24



Starting $150

iy Hunting Beagles

Pups PKC/AKC/UKC/NKC Pups~Hunting/Field Trial Dogs
Hunting Lights « Garmin GPS Tracking System ¢ Diamond Deluxe
Dog Collars & Straps « Easy Loader « All Types Of Vinyl Coated Wire

David Dewees (304) 545-3820 By Appointment Only

3223 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV 25248

dedicated schooling fish. He lives
in a pack of his like relatives and he
generally stays in open water.

The crappie school, like any school
fish, follows the baitfish schools for
food. Occasionally, the baitfish will
go into an area of cover for protec-
tions and/or to feed on the aquatic

These fellows caught a lot of trout

at this pay lake. Photo courtesy of Sure
Catch Fish Farm in Elkins.

Parker’s Safe Sales

Mo 0
iy 01090

In Home Delivery - Up or Down
Tri-States Largest Safe Distributor
S & G Certified Locksmith
Since 1958 - New WVU Safes
740-484-4572
Exit 208 I-70 S. on SR 149-2.7 Miles
Belmont, Ohio

life that clings to the cover. The
crappie may follow them and dis-
perse within the cover. When that
happens, and we come along and
find them, we may catch crappie
for a short period just as handily as
during the spawn.

But, the open water is the real key
to summer crappies.

Finding open water crappies in the
summer months can be difficult. A
depth finder may show something
below the surface, but it might be
any type fish, a baitfish mass, tur-
tles, or loose wads of grass. A sonar
signal can even be returned by a
pocket of dense, cold water. So, we
need to let the experience of others
give us a timesaving head start in
our search.

The depth summer crappies are
found is usually a function of water
clarity. In murky, stained waters,
they seem to prefer depths of 8-15
feet. In waters with a normal algae
content and visibility down to 4-

NEW 17 Pitch - 4 Blade
Michigan Brand
Stainless Propeller
And Hubs

* Ideal 70 to 135 HP

Wb $200

6 feet, crappies appear to like the
12-20 foot range. In those gin clear
waters where the Smallmouth bass
also roams, I have taken them as
deep as 50 feet. In my own mind,
I think the crappie’s positioning is
based on the positioning and move-
ment patterns of their local food
supply.

The location of the crappie school
in open water seems to vary by
type water. In water that has some
defined current flow (reservoir im-
poundments and rivers), crappie
appear to like the main channel
areas, or at least where there is a
slight water movement. Possibly,
this has to do with the fact that
moving water has little or no tem-
perature stratification because the
water is always mixing.

In areas away from current flow,
or a confined lake, they seem to

continue to the next page

IT°’S BOAT SEASON AT MID-STATE MARINA

MID - STATE MARINA
Route 19 North
Sutton,wv

Phone: (304) 765-7325 (800) 640-7329

G3

Aluminum

g,

rangerboats.com

Honda
Yamaha
Can-Am
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like to school in open water ad-
jacent to some cover or structure
feature. I have seen this happen
where a weedline bordered on a
drop-off into deep water, such as
where a submerged creek channel
ran in close to a grass flat. I have
also seen crappie key to the wall of
a steep bluff bank, or off to the side
of deep submerged timber.

Having a general idea as to depth
and possible location, I recom-
mend drifting live minnows as the
quickest and most confident man-
ner of finding open water summer
crappie. No fish can resist live
bait, whether hungry or not. And,
it is easy to ‘saturate’ an area and
eventually find the fish. Jigs can,
of course, be used, but are not nor-

Young Jackson Gray, from Glen
Fork, caught a big Bluestone Lake
largemouth bass.

(304) 354-9038

Stutlers

Furs, Hides, Roots & Herbs
Call For
Current Prices
3047 Little Creek Rd.

CRESTON, WV

Lloyd’s

SIPORTSMIAN CIENTIEIR
Hunting * Fishing * Camping * Boating
Carhartt Clothing - Muck * Georgia * Wolverine Boots
Ammunition - Fly Fishing - Hackle - Targets - Scents

Gun Cleaning - Lots of Fishing Equipment - Much More!

RYV and Boat Equipment - Hardware - Tools

Exit 67 Off Of I-79 - Rt 19 North 1/4 Mile
Sutton, WV 304-765-3332

mally as effective as live bait dur-
ing the warmer months.

I use three or four rods and put a
small #2 wire hook on the line. I,
then, go above the hook 10 inches
and add split shot weights. Nor-
mally, I will use enough weight to
make the baited hook stay gener-
ally directly beneath the rod. I do
not use a bobber, but rely on watch-
ing the tip of the rod for signs of
a strike. If there is a wind and the
boat is rocking, you may need to
rig a bobber with a bobber stop at
the desired depth.

Once I have the rods set up, I
bait them by hooking the min-
nows through the rear part of the

body, near the tip of the tail. They
will be very active and live longer
when hooked that way, plus are not
as likely to get pulled off as when
hooked through the lips. I drop the
bait down to the chosen depth and
start to very slowly move about the
area, trying to make contact with
the fish. If I am using a number of
rods, I will occasionally vary the
depth of some of them to spread
my depth search.

An interesting quirk about crappie
is that they tend to school in a hori-
zontal plane; that is, all at generally
the same depth. Once we confirm
a depth, that is where most of that

continue to the next page

Rifles
Pistols

PC BAIT & TACKLE

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden - Super Duper - Strike King
Berkley - Mepps - Owner * Zoom * Yum - Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn - Zoom - Trout Magnet - Eagle Claw + Daiwa
Cabin Creek - Shakespeare - St. Croix * Zebco - Case

Ugly Stik - Gitzit - Rebel - Heddon - Rapala & More!

Archery Bows & Supplies * Musky Tackle ¢ Crosshows

Mm<=-r-

250 Greenbrier Drive - HINTON, WV

Greenbrier Chalets
On The Greenbrier River
www.greenbriercabins.com
304-466-3536

Pipestem Country Campgounds

- =D ®

OnRt. 20
www.pipestemcamping.com
304-466-9121

PC Bait & Tackle 304-466-1444
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particular school will be found.

When you catch a crappie in this
manner, it is important to immedi-
ately note where he was in relation
to any surrounding cover, structure
or depth. The school could be as-
sociating with a drop-off, a deep
brush top or the outer edge of the
weedline. If you are able to add
that final factor to allow you to pin-
point them directly, the livewell is
as good as full.

Finally, keep this in mind: forget
all of those old fables about fish not
biting in hot weather. Fish are cold-
bloodied creatures of Nature. Their
bodily metabolism rate is highest
when the water is the warmest.
That means they use and, therefore,
need more food during the summer
than at any other time.

Zander Stalnaker caught a large
drum in Jackson County.

Safe Boating

U.S. Coast Guard statistics in-
dicate that 80 percent of boating
deaths, where the level of operator
education was known, occurred on
boats where the operator had never
received boating education instruc-
tion.

“To be a safe boater, you have to
be educated. These Boater Educa-
tion courses are vital to promoting
a safer, more enjoyable day on the
water. In addition, a ‘Sober Skip-
per’ is a safer boater,” said Col.
Jerry B. Jenkins,

Forty-nine states and U.S. territo-
ries require proof of completion of
a boating education course of some
powered vessels. In West Virginia,
all persons born after Dec.31, 1986,
must complete a boating education
course before operating a motor-
boat in the state. For a summary
of West Virginia’s regulations and
available Boater Education cours-
es, visit www.wvdnr.gov.

The WVDNR Law Enforcement
section offers both online courses
and in-class courses, which are
taught by experienced Boater Edu-
cation instructors and Natural Re-
sources Police Officers.

Be safe and enjoy the WV waters

JOSH RUSSELL
304-669-1019

We Cater To Musky & Bass Fishermen
North Central WV’s largest selection of specialized Musky Tackle. Our goal is to become your source
for all things that are Musky. We carry a very large inventory of hard to find musky lures in addition
to this, we are an Authorized Bass Pro Dealer. Stocking a lineup of spinnerbaits, crankbaits, soft
plastics for bass. Authorized Chaos and Custom X Tackle Dealer which includes, Medussas, and Big
Mama Topwaters. You will also find lures by Big Fork, Lake X, Phantom, Boss Shads, Boggs Custom
Swimbaits, Musky Innovations, Bitten Tackle Warlocks, Manta, Big Game Tackle, Custom
Fluorocarbon Leaders, and Red October Tubes. Plus many more. Give us a call or stop by.

Call For
Shop Hours

1220 Stewart Street
SHINNSTON, WV 26431

Bass Sportsman
2017 Schedule

Day Events
7am to 4pm
No Advance Entry
Required On These
Events
$90 Entry $10 Big Bass
July 2
Burnsville Lake
July 16
Tygart Lake

Kings Of The Lakes
Aug 19 & 20
Burnsville Lake
Sutton Lake

Full Moon Events
7:30 pm to 7am
Sutton Lake
June 17
Bluestone Lake
July 8
RD Bailey Lake
August 5
7:30 pm to 7am
$125 per team
$20 Big Bass - Pays 2 Places

Enter At the Ramp
Rules at Event

Entry Forms Available For
* Kings of the Lakes
Burnsville & Sutton

* Stonewall Classic
Stonewall Jackson Lake
email wvasport@gmail.com
Bass Sportsman
304-482-7217
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Our Office Is Located In The Appalacian Glass Building
Lewis County Visitors Bureau
499 US HWY 33
Weston, WV 26452
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ATTENTION WINCHESTER COLLECTORS

Winchester 150 Year Anniversary 1866 ~ 2016
Only 200 5-Gun Sets Made Worldwide - We have 1-5 Gun Set ~ $20 000.00

MODEL 1866
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WHEELERS SPORT

P.O. BOX 1003
196 US 33 EAST

WINCHESTER St 630 2235
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Intersection of
ROCK Rt. 4 & 20 8189

(&.\"/ = Rock Cave, WV

IGA 924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane Exchange

Beverages & Snachks

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm Sun Noon to 5PM

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

WE CAN CAMO NEARLY ANYTHING

Advertioe in the 1w v

* Free Online

w, Wa,, Sﬁamma,a * Lots Of Photos

« 26 Years In Business * Over 3 Million Printed ° geafh Interestd
Advertising Info On Page 3 ustomers

Danny Frazier hooked a 4 pound, 9

oz. smallmouth. Photo courtesy of PC
Bait & Tackle in Hinton.

die Mountain ggys

Hot Dogs
Hamburgers

JQMI:I
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco

Crosshows: Parker - 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
PSE & MARTIN Bows e Expert Bow Tuning ¢ Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders

Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels 5AM to 9PM
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies 7 Days(;\ Week
Nitro * Mike’s * Joe’s Flies * Berkley

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

ey ELKINS, WV
= 304-636-5569

Betsy Ross landed a huge crappie
at Turkey Run..
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FREE ONLINE - www.wvasportsman.net
Back Issues Are There From 2006 On Too

Connie Townsend, from Sand Fork Josh Ankrom landed a 5 pound, 9
hooked her largest Burnsville bass. 0z Ohio River tournamnet bass..

THE LEATHER SHOP

FLEA MARKET BOOTH 132

* WILL CUTOM FIT FULL-GRAIN
LEATHER BELTS (CUT TO SIZE)
* LEATHER CHAIN WALLETS
* NYLON GUN HOLSTERS
« ELECTRIC TOUCH OIL LAMP
* 3'X5’ FLAGS $10 EACH

FRI - SAT - SUN
jpetrel@suddenlink.net
At The Flea Market
41300 Laurel Cliff Road

POMEROY, OHIO

Muzzleloaders ¢ Trapping * Blinds * Stands Parker - Bear

Garmin » Tri-Tronics Rods & Reels * Tackle
Army Surplus * Lucky Buck Trout Bait * Knives
Hillbilly Proud
Camo Clothing: Yukon ¢ Country Life Scopes * Binoculars

Moonshine * Muddy Girl  Browning

ANDERSON OUTDOORS .-
10am to 5pm Wed

“Everything You Need For Your Next Outdoor Adventure” Closed Sunday

Dog Supplies * Predator « Nite Lite Crossbows * Custom Arrows

10AM to6PM

" RIFLES
SHOTGUNS

1 | 242 South Kanahwa St. :
f BUCKHANNON, WV *-:_—;—:

PISTOLS A8 304-460-2317 [
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www.catfishparadiseohio.com On Facebook catfish.paradise

GCAEISHREARIN)ISE

“Where The Big Cats Swim”
4 Miles North of Belpre, Ohio on St. Rt. 7
at Veto Road Intersection

Located Just Across The River
From Parkersburg, WV

(740) 373-0686
B|g F|sh Of The Week Jackpot

8:30am to 8:00pm Mon-Thur
BAIT 8:30am to 2am Fri-Sat

BASS

LIVE

BAIT Tackle

Sunday 10am to 6pm

MEMORIAL DAY TOURNAMENT
$25 Buy-in + Ticket
$5 Big Fish - Optional

Sunday May 28

6PM to 12AM
Weekend Tournaments:

Fri - Sat Shootout 8pm to 1am * $11 Buy-in* = 5 Biggest Fish
* Regular Ticket Price Needed In Addition

$15.00 For 12 Hours Of Fishing (2 Poles)

Includes Some Jackpots
24 Hours Of Fishing (2 Poles)

- $22

.&"“-
‘-""‘111

'L‘ ,‘-‘- o

Dawn Lanham hooked a brown

trout at Anderson Lake..

Brlan Burns caught a5 1/4 pound
rainbow at Mountwood Lake.

HlIIblIIy Haven Log Cabin Rentals

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just two
minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

clean and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home

e Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
safe environment

Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleep two

Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft

e Six person cabins have king or queen bed

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447

phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379 e
email: info@hillbillyhavenwv.com e
website: www.hillbillyhavenwv.com

First class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off interstate 79, Exit 91,
one mile south on US 189 towards lake.
all or visit website for rates, additional °
information, and policies. A 50% deposit is e
required for reservations. Major credit
cards are accepted.

dishwasher, and washer and dryer
e Eight person cabins have four bedrooms,
two baths, and an eight person hot tub
Accessible cabin available
Fully equipped kitchen with dishes,
cookware, refrigerator, microwave,
toaster, and coffee maker

Recently built Io? cabins are exceptionally e

and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub,

Satellite tv and dvd player
Gas log fireplace and air conditioning

e Full bath with shower

Linens and other amenities provided

Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked
ponds, playground, and horseshoe pits
Convenience store onsite with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many unique hillbilly gifts

e Open 365 days a year
e Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and

Arnold Palmer Signature Golf Course, and
2,650 acre Stonewall

Jackson Lake with

all types of water

recreation, fishing,

and huntlng just

two minutes away
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TRAVEL TRAILER & POP UP RENTALS

“ENJOY CAMPING WITHOUT BIG PAYMENTS”
Call For Details On Rentals

Family Fun RV Rentals
Weekend Culloden, WV
Weekly 304-638-5962
Or Longer 304-634-4928

2017 Boats In Stock
Great Selection Of Quality Used Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available
Pontoon & Pleasure Boats

Tonger.

G3 Pontoons
G3 Aluminum Bass Boats

G3 PONTOON

Glastron
Pleasure Boats

Certified
Service
Department

Wright’s Riverside
Marine
Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

www.wrightsriversidemarine.com

SVINIRUDE

#1 In District Total Horsepower Dealer
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Living Rubber

By Jordan Lee

In the 2017 GEICO Bassmas-
ter Classic presented by DICK’s
Sporting Goods I used a little trick
that made a big difference in my
catch. It won’t work everywhere,
but in big bass venues when the jig
bite is on it can be a killer. I’d like
to share it with you.

I’m talking about swapping out
your silicone jig skirts with living
rubber skirts. The rubber has a ten-
dency to flair out when it hits the
bottom and create a much bigger
profile. It’s a gentle flair that makes
the jig come alive and look like
something to eat. The difference
isn’t all that obvious when you’re
holding one in your hand, but when
it hits the bottom the difference is
obvious.

In addition to the living rubber
skirt I used two Strike King trail-
ers at the Classic to give my bait
an even bigger profile. I switched
back and forth between a Rage Tail
Space Monkey and a Rage Tail
Craw. They have different actions
but accomplish the same purpose.

The Space Monkey has a fairly

continue to the next page

Lily Rice, from Upshur County,
hooked a nice smallmouth bass.

il



CRISS SALES & SERVICE

(304)
472-1474

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

Husqgvarna

Shindaiwa & More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

big body with two arms on it and
two big claws on the back. They’re
wide, and they have serrated edges
so they make a big showing and
move lots of water. It does pretty
much what you’d expect a bait to
do that’s called a Space Monkey.
The Rage Craw is a more tradi-
tional looking crawfish type of
plastic — no arms with tentacles
coming out of its nose. But, like the
Space Monkey, it looks big and it
moves a lot of water.
I first developed this technique
on Lake Guntersville. I noticed that
when I made my jig look bigger and

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING
CAMPING
HARD TO FIND AMMO

22LR - 22MAG
243 - 22/250 - 222

Camo Clothing * Tree Stands
Ammunition
Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows
Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures
Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19

Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
506 FIREHOUSE ROAD

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

a little gaudy I caught bigger bass,
and at the same time it seemed to
almost cull out the smaller ones.
That’s why I said before that this is
something you only want to think
about when you’re fishing around
truly big bass. It’s not for 3-pound-
ers.

Jig style and weight matters with
this technique. On Lake Conroe I
went with a living rubber jig but I
also like a football head when the
bottom’s hard.

As far as water depth is concerned,
I’1ll use a 1/2-ounce head when the
water’s 13 feet deep or less. If I'm
fishing water that’s deeper than that
but less than 20 feet deep, I’ll move
up to a 3/4-ounce head. And, when

Ruby New caught a 36” flathead in

Boone County.
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Convenience Store * Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies * Souveniers
Game Checking Station « Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV
304-472-4279 || IVE BAIT

the water’s deeper than 20 feet I'll
go with a full ounce. The combina-
tion I’'m talking about works best
when it’s on the bottom.

There really isn’t a right way or a
wrong way to fish a big profile jig
like I'm talking about. Like most

other lures you have to try different
continue to the next page

Jayden Martin caught a carp in
Jackson County.

BRUSHY FORK MART
Brushy Fork Road
Buckhannon, WV

(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)
Live

G Gasoline
as Bait

Diesel
WYV Lottery & Powerball

Kerosene

Fishing Supplies
We Have SHINERS
and CRAPPIE MINNOWS
' 304-472-5132

*\] Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm qEraee:

e

Y/ Sun7amto9pm




Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19 Walkersville

Ammo

Live Bait

Game Checking
Fishing Supplies

Camp Sites - Full Hookups

Chalets - Call For Reservations
Eat-in or Carry Out Food - Pizza
Hoagies - Subs - Burgers
Beverages - More

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson
Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes

304-452-8870
GAS

6am to 10pm Mon - Sat
9am to 9pm Sun

things — hop, drag, pull — until
you find what makes them bite.
Matching the hatch is important,
and it’s a great way to catch bass.
But it’s also important to match
your lures to the size bass you ex-
pect to catch. That theory worked
out for me on Lake Conroe. I hope
it works out for you on your lake.

Interesting Fish Facts

Fish have been on the earth for
more than 450 million years.

Fish were well established long be-
fore dinosaurs roamed the earth.
There are over 25,000 identified
species of fish on the earth.

It is estimated that there may still
be over 15,000 fish species that
have not yet been identified.

Lynn Proctor reeled in a 387
musky.

There are more species of fish
than all the species of amphibians,
reptiles, birds and mammals com-
bined.

40% of all fish species inhabit fresh
water, yet less than .01% of the
earth’s water is fresh water.

The spotted climbing perch is able
to absorb oxygen from the air and
will crawl overland using its strong
pectoral fins.

Some fish like sharks don’t posses
an air bladder to help keep them
afloat and must either swim con-
tinually or rest on the bottom.
Some fish make sounds by grat-
ing their teeth and others like some
catfish make sounds from their air
filled swim bladder.

Some species of fish can fly (glide)
others can skip along the surface
and others can even climb rock.
Fish have a specialized sense organ
called the lateral line which works
much like radar and helps them
navigate in dark or murky water.
The largest fish is the great whale
shark which can reach fifty feet in
length.

The smallest fish is the Philippine
goby that is less than 1/3 of an inch
when fully grown.

"Business Goes Where Invited -
Stays Where Appreciated"

Colonial Hotel - Motel

Hunters & Fishermen

TV&AC meFree Parking
304-472-3000  Center of City
24 N. Kanawha St.
Buckhannon, WV 26201

Dalton Cutright, owner

Some species of fish have skeletons
made only of cartilage.

Fish have excellent senses of sight,
touch, taste and many possess a
good sense of smell and ‘hearing’.
Fish feel pain and suffer stress just
like mammals and birds.

Tropical fish are one of the most
popular pets in the U.S.

95% of tropical fish mortality re-
sults from improper housing and
nutrition.

Many tropical fish sold in the Unit-
ed States are harvested from the
wild in Africa, Asia, and Central
and South America.

www.wvasportsman.net

CATFISH FISH FARM

STOCKED 5 VILES NORTH OF
BAIT & TACKLE ELKINS, WV

OLD R, 219
304-636-1278 | g1p NAKER RD.

OPEN FRI/SAT 9AM - DARK
Sat Night Catfish Till 12AM
SUN 12:30PM - DARK

WEEKDAYS
BY APPOINTMENT

SAGO VALLEY RIVER RETREAT 304-613-4210

Vacation rental on the Buckhannon River, Upshur County, WV
Rustic, historic home, completely furnished, sleeps 6
Hunting ¢ Fishing * Hiking * Canoeing
Very private 6 acres - Pristine Nature Setting
Great for family reunions, picnics. birthday parties!
Google: Sago Valley River Retreat
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Spring Gobbler

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— West Virginia’s statewide spring
gobbler season opened Monday,
April 17, and runs through Satur-
day, May 13. Hunters may kill only
one bearded turkey per day and two
during the season.

Youth hunters under the age of
18 who would like to experience
spring gobbler hunting are encour-
aged to participate in the special
one-day youth season, which will
be held Saturday, April 15. Check
the 2016-17 hunting regulations
for specific details on this season.

Because the typical gobbler har-
vested is usually a 2-year-old bird,
the Division of Natural Resources
routinely projects the harvest by
using brood reports from two years
earlier. On a statewide scale, the
brood reports from 2015 exceeded
the five-year average by 14 percent,
thanks in large part to the contribu-
tion of the southern region, which
saw brood observations increase
by 67 percent.

Observations from the mountain
counties declined by 44 percent
with the remaining two regions at
or exceeding the prior year’s re-
cruitment, meaning that over most
of the state, relative abundance
should be greater this year.

The 17-year periodical cicadas
emerged last year in much of the
state. This abundant food supply,

BUY - SELL - TRADE
CASH 304-997-8883 LOANS

192 Berlin Rd. Weston, W SPORT & [P/\('WN]

$

$

which greatly helped survival,
caused the brood reports in the
northern and northwestern counties
to increase by 323 percent over the
five-year average. While the male
pecking order usually suppresses
the young males (jakes) from com-
ing readily to a hunter’s call, the
sheer numbers of them in this gen-
eral area could result in more jakes

Logan Coleman brought in a large
Putnam County buck

in the harvest.

As spring progresses, many hunt-
ers quit hunting for a variety of
reasons, including a perception that
the birds have finished gobbling.
Obviously, those highly vocal tur-
keys that are more prone to calling
are taken during the first week of
the season, which generates 58 per-
cent of the total harvest.

However, good-to-excellent hunt-
ing can still be had through the end
of the season. According to a num-
ber of hunters, some of the best
hunts take place in the last week
and last days of the season as gob-
blers that are interested in breeding
easily come to calls.

DNR officials want to remind
sportsmen and women that hunting
turkeys over bait and killing hens
is illegal and unethical, and dis-
respects the great sport of spring
gobbler hunting. Turkey hunters
are encouraged to report any such
activity to their local Natural Re-
sources Police Officer or call 911
to report the violation.

Turkey populations are on the
rise. Good luck this season.

BONTIOON
RENZALS

Drinks & Snacks

FISHING BOAT
RENTALS
www.burnsvilledocks.com

Gasoline - Marine Supplies

304-853-2822

~LIVE BAIT~

Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

LARGE
Tackle

Selection

Eakins Jigs
Ardent Reels
Hawg Caller
Rods & Reels
Yamamoto & More
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Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman
- Low Rates

 Reach Customers
Details On Page 3

STUMPTOWN, WV
SEARS US HIGHWAY ,33
EXXON .
Gas - Tires
Over 35 Years

Groceries - Hardware

In Business

Riley McCloy - 10 - bagged a 23
pound turkey on the youth hunt.

Gary Luff reeled in a large Ohio
River smallmouth bass.

MOUNTAIN STATE LOG HOMES
“Your Path To Affordable Log Home Living”

Why Choose Mountain State Log Homes?
o Providing Quality Log Home Materials since 1978
« FREE House Package Delivery in WV and Bordering
States
« FREE Unloading at Your Site

« FREE Quotes and Custom Designing MILL
o Detail Construction Manual, with Purchase [pj§:§sleg)
« Kiln Dried White Pine Log Choices PRICES!
« Milled Locally, in Jane Lew, WV

D-Logs 6”x 6”,6”x 8”,87x 8” Dove Tail Log 6”x 127

Log Siding 67, 87, 127 T/IG17x 6”,27x 67

Douglas Fir Beams Cedar Posts and Railing

PO BOX 679, 208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV 26378
Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com
or Email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.net

JANE LEW MODELS OPEN DAILY 9am-Spm
800.553.3006 Other Hours by Apt. 304.884.6646

Located in the Industrial Park, 1-79 exit 105
EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE!
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Whisper Mountain

RV Park & Cabins

Stonewall Jackson

State Park Nearby

Full Hookup ~ Electric & Water

Tent Sites Available * Senior Discount

* Swimming Pool ¢ Hiking Trail

* Fishing Pond & More
OFF Exit 91 4897 Three Lick Road

79  ROANOKE,WV

304-452-9723

681-495-4641

www.whispermountainrv.com

FREE ONLINE

wvasportsman.net

NEW BUILDING TIN

8- $12 per Sheet
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10’ - $14 per Sheet
12'- $17 per Sheet 26

14'-$20 per Sheet  |_Ga-

WORD SEARCH 16’ - $23 per Sheet

All Types of New & Used Steel
Square Tubing & Pipes

RRHAMCO We Buy:
Fish ¢ River ¢ Stratos * Drown ¢ Fore ¢ Nitro * Drift * Lake * Deep Rt. 2 Box 484 Glnseng

GRAFTON, WV | Copper

ragerf@aol.com Brass
Iron ¢ Steel

304-265-0026 & Other Metals
Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally WE BUY SCRAP METAL

Gambler ¢ Ski * Ranger ¢ Cleat » Tug * Float * Lowe * Bullet * Lowe
Bayliner * Pontoon ¢ Aft » Fiberglass * Depth ¢« Rope * Transom

Anchor ¢ Lights * Rinker » Wave ¢ Splash « Water * Swim ¢ Reel
Ripple ¢ Bass * Dock ¢ Javelin ¢ Vest * Tahoe * Current * Pond * Row

Large Fish & Game Pictures Wanted

———————————————— We are looking for LARGE fish & Game

| : - pictures from 2017
Address

I I NQO  SendPhoto To: WVS

| City I - P.O. Box 5521

. DOES :

: State Zip : o Vienna, WV
Fish Pound 0 26105

i O % TEXT 304-482-7217

(Game_ Ps ____ _  PhotosWillBeRetuned — F_maj] wvasport@gmail.com
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10302 Tyler Highway - Rt. 18
Ty | er O u td oor 12 Miles Off Rt.g Just Soug of Newy Martinsville, WV

MIDDLEBOURNE, WV 304-758-2120

OPEN: TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 10AM TO 7PM

21 s Hf - f

| Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns
4 11 Ammumtlon

Ty a,,

u mqmmumm . .‘.-.....u-..

2 f-'" - 1 ,300 Guns
'_5{ p’/ In StOCK Lures

j'.""mw,
ST 7*-.#!'{ a&u?&i

I A 'I"'_, 'n-
47

Barnett & Excaliber Crosshows ® Diamond Compound Bows * Custom Arrows * Lacrosse Boots
Steel Traps & Scents * Gun Cases & Holsters ¢ Deer Feeders & Scents ¢ Fishing Tackle & Rods - MORE
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www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com

Gebble Up Your Sevings
[L Superiol Teyef
T.R. Hathaway says: “ Get A Big Gobbler This Season”

Supe”

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolneloriddns mmm

2017 Toyota Tundra NEW 2017’s RAV4

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolneloriadns mmm

Up to $ 1,2 50 customer cash OR
1.9% APR up to 60 Months*

2,
2017 4Run ne r $2,000 Cg;tomer Cash

0% APR for up to 72 Months*
PLUS $500 Customer Bonus Cash

Gas Model Only

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolnesoriddns-mmm

New TOYOTA 2017’s
Are Here!!!

Supro”

The name says it all! SALES, SERVICE, PARTS

www.SuperiorAutoWYV.com

Rt. 50 EAST
PARKERSBURG

* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate. 0% APR for 60 monthly 304'424'5 1 22
payments of $16.67 for every $1,000 financed. 1.9% APR for 60 monthly payments of $17.48 for each $1,000 financed. Plus tax &

fees and dealer doc fee $187.25. Whereas every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible for errors. 800-478-5884
0.9 % for 60 monthly payments of $17.05 per thousand financed Expires 5-31-17.

www.superiorautowv.com
wo9'Amolneionadns mmm

www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com



