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Cover Photo

A7pound, 1 oz. largemouth bass
was landed by Brandon Hunter at
the Stonewall Classic bass event
in September. Along with his fa-
ther, Chris from Danville, were
the overall winners of the 2 day
tournamnet with 32 1/2 pounds.

Archery season is now in and
deer gun season begins Novem-
ber 23 in 51 counties. Hunt safely
and enjoy your time in the woods
of West Virginia. Text or email
your pics - Page 38
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Fall Trout Stocking Announced

SOUTH CHARLESTON, WV -
Gov. Jim Justice has directed the
West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources (WVDNR) to imple-
ment additional improvements to
its fall trout stocking method.

Anglers will have more opportu-
nities than ever to enjoy West Vir-
ginia fishing trips this year, with
the addition of two lakes to the
stocking schedule, and with trout
being stocked in state parks and
forests so families and children
have more opportunities to get out-
side and fish for trout.

“We have so many families with
young children getting out and ex-
ploring, seeing just how spectacu-
lar West Virginia is in the fall, and
they’re visiting our state parks and

Colton Ring went to Tucker Co.

for a good sized black bear. Photo
courtesy of Tyler Outdoor Supply in Mid-
dlebourne.

COOPER’S

CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV

Complete Hookups
It’s Our 41st Year!

304-227-4219

forests in record numbers,” Gov.
Justice said. “This is an exciting
way for our children to make mem-
ories that will last a lifetime by
giving them more opportunities to
catch a big fish in one of our beau-
tiful lakes.”

Traditional trout stocking will
begin in streams across West Vir-
ginia on Monday, Oct. 19. Then,
on Saturday, Oct. 24, the WVDNR
will stock additional trout in lakes
at state parks and forests. These
waters include the new locations
of Pendleton Lake at Blackwater
Falls State Park and Pipestem Lake
at Pipestem Resort State Park, as
well as the following lakes:
Coopers Rock Lake at Coopers
Rock State Forest
Seneca Lake at Seneca State Forest
Watoga Lake at Watoga State Park
Cacapon Lake at Cacapon Resort
State Park

During the two-week season,
WVDNR fisheries staff will stock
trout in a total of 39 lakes and
streams around the state.

Last April, Gov. Justice directed
the WVDNR to begin spreading
out over longer sections of streams
for trout stocking, allowing for fish
to be available to anglers at many
new and exciting locations.

“This is now the second time in

two years that Governor Justice has
continue to the next page

BOWTECH
DIAMOND

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS-CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE
CHELYAN, WV

CROSSBOWS
+ EXCALIBER
+ 10 POINT
* KILLER
INSTINCT

304-595-2699
Mon - Fri
12:30to 5
SAT 10AM TO 2PM

www.bow-listicarchery.com

BOOKING WILD
BOAR HUNTS

bow for a nice buck.

GLOCK

17mm & 19mm

www.guardsix.com

* Over 200 Guns In Stock

¢ All Brands Available

e Out Of State Transfer Fee $15
e CCW Classes Available

Gen 5 GLOCK 17’s & 19’s In Stock

Class 3 SOT - Supressors In Stock
GUARD SIX - 5 Miles From Belpre
40 Everson Road - BELPRE, OHIO
740-401-1277 740-350-3270
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Or 1.99% Financing Up to 60 Months Or 1.99% Financing Up to 60 Months Or 1.99% Financing Up to 60 Months
pgra e Your Ride Sales Event

Restrictions: Valid from August 1 — September 30, 2020. Purchase $1,000 (US or Canadian dollar) worth of qualifying Polaris PG&A and receive $150 (US or Canadian dollar) off. Limit one (1) coupon per customer. Offer
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cifically includes the following brands: Polaris, Ranger, Polaris General, RZR, Sportsman, Polaris Ace, Polaris Northstar Coolers, all Kolpin (both Polaris & Kolpin part numbers), all Pro Armor (both Polaris & Pro Armor
part numbers), Trail Tech (all part numbers), Polaris Snowmobiles, Polaris Timbersled and Polaris Power. Offer may not be combined with any other coupons, discounts, offers or promotions outside of the 2020 Upgrade
Your Ride promotion. This offer is not transferrable or redeemable for cash or gift card, nor is it valid towards prior purchases. Coupon with valid code must be presented at time of purchase for discount to apply. Polaris, its
dealers and their respective employees are not eligible for the discount. Not valid on non-Polaris products or qualified purchases before August 1 or after September 30, 2020. Offer subject to availability while supplies last.
This offer may be discontinued or modified at any time by Polaris. Offer available only in the U.S. and Canada. Void where prohibited or otherwise restricted. Returns of any qualifying purchase will require equal forfeiture
of coupon value. Applicable tax, shipping and handling do not qualify for discount. By submitting this coupon with your name and email, you authorize and consent Polaris Industries Inc., its affiliates and subsidiaries
(collectively, “Polaris™), and/or its authorized dealers to contact you via phone, email, direct mail and other forms of communication about Polaris, its products, offers and marketing materials.

Warning: Polaris off-road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least

12 years old. All riders should always wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing. Always use seat belts and cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp

turns. Riding and alcohol / drugs don’t mix. All riders should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2018 Polaris Industries Inc.

made significant improvements
to the way we stock trout so more
West Virginians can enjoy great
fishing in more places than ever,”
said WVDNR Director Stephen
McDaniel. “West Virginia’s won-
derful lakes and streams already
provide some of the best fishing
opportunities, so it's exciting when
we can use our stocking program
to make the experience even better
for anglers and their families."

Fall trout stocking also coin-
cides with several hunting seasons,
which gives hunters and anglers
plenty of options for outdoor ad-
ventures in October.

“The neat part about it is that a
lot of folks can hunt in the morning
and still have an opportunity to fish
in the afternoon," said Jim Hedrick,
hatchery program manager for the
WVDNR. “One of the safest places
to be right now is the outdoors, so

this provides a great opportunity to
get outside and have something fun
to do."

Due to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic, the online stocking re-
port will not be updated and an-
glers are asked to maintain a safe
physical distance from stocking
personnel and other anglers.

While fishing for trout, all anglers
15 and older are required to have a
West Virginia fishing license, trout
stamp and valid form of identifi-
cation. To learn more about West
Virginia’s fishing regulations, vis-
it www.wvdnr.gov. To purchase a
fishing license and trout stamps,
visit www.wvfish.com.

2020 Fall Stocking Waters
Anthony Creek
Big Clear Creek
Blackwater River
Brandywine Lake
Buckhannon River
Buffalo Fork Lake
Oct/Nov 2020 ~ Page 5

Cacapon Park Lake
Coopers Rock Lake
Cranberry River
Elk River
Evitts Run
Glade Creek of New
Knapps Creek
Lost River
New Creek Dam #14
North Fork South Branch
Opequon Creek
Pendleton Lake
Pinnacle Creek
Pipestem Lake
Pond Fork
R.D. Bailey Lake Tailwaters
Rock Cliff Lake
Seneca Lake
Shavers Fork (Bemis)
Shavers Fork (Lower)
Shavers Fork (Upper)
South Branch (Franklin)
South Branch (S. Hole)
Spruce Knob Lake
Summersville Lake Tailwaters
Summit Lake
Sutton Tailwaters
Teter Creek Lake
Tygart Valley River Headwaters
Tygart Lake TailwatersWatoga Lake
West Fork Greenbrier
Williams River




Extreme Weather Bass Fishing

Regardless of the time of year, we
anglers like those days that are gor-
geous. We know we’re going to be
fishing comfortably on a pretty day.

But I’ve learned over many de-
cades of heading to northern Mich-
igan that those days aren’t always
the best for fishing.

Call me nuts, but I have become
so addicted to fishing in extreme
conditions. I find myself praying
for horrible weather before I get to
my destination.

Extreme weather does something
to those big fish this time of year,
especially when cold nights send
the water temperature tumbling.
First, it draws them into the shal-
lows where they are not only vul-
nerable, but they have an attitude
to disintegrate everything they see.

A recent fishing trip was no ex-
ception, and my prayers were an-
swered. I was in northern Mich-
igan taping some Strike King Pro
Journal shows along with Pro Bill
McDonald.

As I always do, I was glued to
my weather and wind apps before
I went. When I saw the wind fore-
cast was going to be ugly — like 25-

Advertise In The

W. Va. Sportsman

* Low Rates
* Reach Interested Customers
» Over 4 Million Printed
Since 1990.
* 30 Years In Business.
* Online Website
* Featuring Interesting Articles
+ Outdoor Pics Of WV People

* Ad Rates On Page 3

45 mph winds — I was torn. That
makes it very tough for those cam-
era guys to film when the boat is
bouncing all over the place, but we
had a crew that was coming and

Jamie Arman used a bow for a top
quality buck.

\4

Charleston WV

Cross Lanes WV Next to Casino

7 Grille

100% Nén Smoking
WV-Hotel.com 800-798-7886

were locked in.

I put together the best plan of at-
tack given the conditions for get-
ting some good footage and being

continue to page 8

L l?ﬁ’}'}& | F'.m." fu i
Jim Merical caught a 5 1b., 12 oz.
large bass at the Stonewall Classic.

1-64 Exit 47

Garden
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Brought to you locally by

Cody, Wyoming Spencer, WV

The Area’s Newest Full-Line Pro Stocking Dealer

« HUSKEMAW Optics * Shooting Accessories

* Long-Range Rifle Systems

Eliminate the guess—Make your shots accurate and ethical.
Visit our store and let us show you these products.

1-6x24 3-12x42 4-16x42 5-20x50 5-30x56
$1,149°° $999°% $1,199% $1,499% $2,4999%
Tactical / DGR / Long-Range Rifles / Muzzleloaders / Shotguns LlFET[
The most advanced ballistic-compensating scopes available. ARR 4 ME
Equipped with Rapid Field ballistic compensator and wind-compensating reticle. N T )'!

Long-Range Rifle Systems IN STOCK

Rifles - Handguns * Shotguns  Optics * Reloading * Supplies - Cleaning Supplies
Brands Include: Savage - Ruger - Weatherby ¢ Jiminez
Browning - Sig-Sauer - H&K - Keltec - Colt

View packages and details at www.longrangestore.com

Stop by... Shoulder a rifle... Look through a scope... Ask Questions...
WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

686 Arnoldsburg Rd., SPENCER, WV

Rt. 33 East - Located inside Farmer’s Friend

304'51 9'251 0 Business ® 304'588'4350 Cell

Winter Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. * Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

. . Find Us On Facebook
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safe.

Now, if I'm going up there for
fun fishing under bad conditions,
it’s not a problem. I get excited be-
cause that kind of wind keeps the
boat ramps empty, and I’ll have the
lake to myself. And more impor-
tantly, I know the kind of magical
experiences an angler can have in
September and October when the
wind is howling.

So, I put us on a lake where I
thought we could catch good num-
bers of fish on a spinnerbait in
shallow water. As expected, the
bass were going nuts in that wind,
slamming our spinnerbaits with
vengeance. It was a blast.

I kept watching the wind direction
that morning and told the crew we
could catch 2s and 3s all day if we
stayed or we could go someplace
else and possibly catch some really
big ones — or strike out completely.

We rolled the dice, loaded up and

went to the other lake.

Everything came together. We
caught the fire out of the really big
ones, including one that pushed 7
pounds.

That’s what can happen this time
of year. I don’t blame anyone for
not going fishing when he or she
walks out the door with morning
coffee in hand and sees the trees
swaying.

Fishing under those conditions is
not conducive for small boats or
inexperienced boat handlers. But if
you’ve got a big enough rig to han-
dle it and you know what you’re
getting into, hook up and go.

When I came home that Friday I
felt like I had been in a 12-round
fight. I was tired and beaten up by
the wind and boat rides. But at the
same time, I made a memory that I
never would have experienced if I
stayed home.

And as crazy as it sounds, when

PEANUT
ADDICTION

304-265-9278

“The Addiction Is Real”

DEALER
OPPORTUNITIES
AVAILABLE

16% Protein

Whitetails Love It

The BEST New Deer
Attractant On The Market

1102 West Main St.
GRAFTON, WV

.
- 4

Oct/Nov 2020 ~ Page 8

C+iiTo00R

STORE

WWW.TOSFIREARMS.COM
304-655-7600
PIPELINER Guns & More
HUNTING & FISHING SUPPLIES
DEER & ANIMAL FEED
856 Arnoldsburg Road
ARNOLDSBURG, WV

I saw the wind was still blowing, I
wished I was still up there.

buck with a bow in Tyler Co. Photo
courtesy of Tyler Outdoor Supply in Mid-
dlebourne.

Michael Nuhfer, from Parkersburg,
got a bow buck in Wirt Co.



Stop By Our Store OR Shop Online With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You - www.doddsports.com

+ Electric
Bicycles
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Mast Survey 2020

ELKINS, W.VA. — Hunters pre-
paring for the fall hunting seasons
can now consult the 2020 Mast
Survey and Hunting Outlook,
available on the West Virginia Di-
vision of Natural Resources web-
site. Information analyzing mast
conditions and wildlife harvests
also is available on the website.

With the help of volunteers from
various agencies, the Wildlife Re-
sources Section of the WVDNR
has conducted a fall mast survey
each year since 1971 to determine
the abundance of mast produced by
18 species of trees and shrubs.

"Hunters can find a wealth of facts
in the Mast Survey and Hunting
Outlook and it should provide them
with a lot of valuable information
they need before heading into the
field,” said Chris Ryan, supervisor
of the Game Management Services
of DNR’s Wildlife Resources Sec-
tion.

In the survey, the Wildlife Re-
sources Section reports that pro-
duction of red and black oak acorns

and scarlet oak acorns are the only
continue to the next page

Hunt Safely This Season

Send In Your Game PICS
From 2020

Info Is On Page 38
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JACKSON COUNTY’S
OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY ¢ SELL
TRADE * PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION
IN STOCK

Large Selection Of

Crosshows & Accessories

Bows
Arrows

Large Selection

LIVE BAIT

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK - Closed Sunday
Rods - Reels & Tackle For:
Bass * Musky - Crappie
Trout - Catfish & More

813 Washington St.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

Parker McDonald reeled in a fine
largemouth bass.

Trevin Horn, from Kermit, used a
bow for a top notch buck.

Broken Wheel Campground

Fishing & Hunting and Country Store
Supplies

LT Gifts - Game Room - Playground

, % Nightly & Monthly Rates
Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance i: j Boat & Camper Storage
11/2 Miles On The Right U NN/

304-269-6097 LIVE BAIT

1-79 Exit 96

Weston, WV
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species higher than the long-term 37 Years GLADY FORK ARCHERY Mon-Fri-Sat
. . .. 105

average, which will have signifi- Experience

cant effects on the 2020-21 hunting Bowtech * Diamond Tueec it
seasons. White and chestnut oak, Bowtuning - Custom Arrows — Accessories

hickory, beech, walnut and all soft RECURVE By: Samick - Martin  CROSSBOWS

mast species are down significantly 2539 Glady Fork Road 1 5 ?DVI.n ¢
from last year and well below their 3.8 Miles Off I-79 Exit 96 - Turn Left o

long-term average. WESTON, WV 304-269-6292 Centerpoint

“Hunters really need to get out and
scout this year,” Ryan said. “White
oak production was very limited
but red and black oak was good,
so hunters should concentrate their
efforts in areas with ample red and
black oak trees."

7 43 . :i.-.ﬂi
Brandon and father Chris White, from Danville, won the 2 day Stonewall
Classic with 32 1bs. 8 0z. 2nd was Nibert-Settle 25-11, 3rd Crumbliss-Mer-
ical 24-5. 4th Hanson-Birthisel 22-15 and 5th Batten-Batten 21-4.

April Ring took a bow buck in Ty—

e e of e Ouidoor CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
FORT Kﬂﬂx ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.
GUNS NEWARK, WV
U 304-275-4619
Or Ordered Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Safe 5am-8pm Fr
Showroom 7am-8pm Sat

7am-5pm Sun

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
* Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages * Gasoline Musky Lures
* Food ° Live Bait * Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle * Crossbows

Ravin - Barnette
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Brandon Jones, from Sissonville,
arrowed a nice 11 point buck.




Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold - Silver - Jewelry - Guns - Electronics - Tools - Archery - And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

515 Division Street

.i .i ;/ P Parkersburg, WV 26101

NATIONAL-PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION (304) 428-7298

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104
(304) 428 PAWN (7296)

www.carlspawnshop.com

West Virginia Wildlife Calendar

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA.
— Incredible paintings of native
wildlife aren't the only reason the
West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources' award-winning cal-
endar is a best seller every year.
Known for its high-quality art-
work, the annual publication also
includes facts and information
hunters and anglers need to plan
outdoor adventures and family out-
ings around the state.

"Our calendar is a one-stop shop
for figuring out when and where to
g0 hunting and fishing in West Vir-
ginia and includes a lot of interest-
ing facts about our state's wildlife,"
said Scott Warner, assistant chief
of wildlife diversity for the WVD-
NR. "Whether you hunt, fish or
just love wildlife, this calendar has
something in there for everybody."

Warner says hunters and anglers
often use the calendar as a daily
planner and to remind them when
to buy their hunting and fishing li-
censes and stamps. It also includes
information about moon phases,
sunrises and sunsets, hunting sea-
son dates, articles about research
projects and recruitment opportu-
nities and special events through-
out the year.

"If you have friends or family
members who hunt and fish and
don't know what to get them for
Christmas, this calendar makes a
great gift," Warner said.

To purchase a 2021 West Virgin-
1a Wildlife Calendar, find a list of
available retail locations or down-
load a mail-in order form, visit
wvdnr.gov/wildlife/wildlifecalen-
dar.shtm. Proceeds fund WVDNR
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Wildlife Resources Section pro-
grams, such as school-based edu-
cation initiatives.

g

Roger Daff bagged a huge black

bear. Photo courtesy of Hardcore Hunt-
ers in Grafton.
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elk restoration project is wrapping

up another successful summer at

the Tomblin Wildlife Management

Area' n Logan' County and t'he - Hunting Equipment

state's herd continues to grow with

the addition of at least 15 calves. * Beverages - Beer
Over the summer, wildlife manag- www.bbcoutdoors.com - View For Information * FOOd - Concessions

LIVE BAIT
* Worms - Minnows
* Fishing Tackle

LOGEA:IEII,(WEESEO\TVZ?\::;;HM'S .BG[FWQQ .@ﬁﬁ & @@FW@EQ@

ers for the West Virginia Division - CAMPGROUND
of Natural Resources were able . INTERSECTION RT.5 & 53
to confirm the births of about 15 | 484 LITTLE KANAWHA PKWY
calves, which brings the total elk . ELIZABETH, WV
population to about 85. 304-275-4444

"Summer 2020 has been really
good for the elk in southern West
Virginia," said Randy Kelley, elk
project leader for the WVDNR.
"Population growth is a slow pro-

Burnsfamilystore@gmail.com

Mon-Sat Sam to 11pm
Sun 8am to 9pm

gae

cess because elk only have one r -
new calf per female, but the herd Iy T - e i d 1 "l
is growing at a rate I think we'll be ; ) (ol 1 e | g ® M'““ows -
happy with over time." T DL - g Shiners

As the elk restoration project AXC I C jLe IFIVVE B_A'|T

comes to the end of its fifth year,
the herd has grown to a point
where where wildlife managers
won't be able to count of all the elk,
Kelley said. Most of the elk that
were transplanted from the Land
Between the Lakes National Rec-
reation Area in western Kentucky
and the Arizona Game and Fish
Department have radio collars, but
not all of the native born elk have
tracking devices. v o8 ¥ U AR

"Elk are really good at hiding  Joe Starner reeled in a big channel ~ Dakota Light had bow success with

continue to the next page catfish. a nice buck.

50 Yard Shot
I THE BOVW SHOP [t
OPEN NOW
HOYT « MATHEWS « DIAMOND « BOWTECH ¢ MISSION ¢« PEARSON

304-622-8440 Repair string and cables for most bows Open T0AM to 9PM TF
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning 12PM to 6PM Sat. & Sun.
. Harold Cogar, e

owner CROSSBOWS: Ravin - Parker - Cam X - Sub 1
> Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Across RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV
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their calves and sometimes it takes
us the course of a summer to figure
out how many we have, but we feel
like the elk have had a good repro-
ductive year and we hope to sustain
that," Kelley said.

In 2015, the WVDNR started
its elk restoration project at the
Tomblin WMA, which includes
reclaimed strip mines and open
spaces with freshly seeded grass,
which is elk's preferred habitat. Elk
were once native in West Virginia,
but the species disappeared in the
1800s due to timbering and over-
hunting.

The elk restoration project is a
major conservation initiative and
would not be possible without the
help of key partners like the Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation, which
have helped fund all stages of the
project so far, and The Conserva-
tion Fund, which helped the WVD-
NR acquire tens of thousands of
acres of land.

Just the chance to catch a glimpse
of West Virginia's elk has made
wildlife viewing tours a popular
attraction at the Tomblin WMA
over the last few years. This year,
the tours were cancelled due to the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, but
the WMA remains open to the pub-
lic.

"Tomblin is a public area where
people can come and try to see the

Matt Brown caught a 7 pound RD
Bialey Lake lagemouth.

elk when the bulls are in rut and bu-
gling," Kelley said. "Getting here

because you'll have to hike in to
get access, but it's such a beautiful

involves a little more shoe leather  place."
’//-
@YAMAHA
YAMAHA
SUZUKI
7 RIVERS OUTBOARD
MARINE, LLC Authorized
: Service
And Sales
=
f&filggg'
Go Fidkl
ALUMINUM BOATS
3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723
(across the river from Parkersburg, WV)
740-846-0062
www.7riversmarine.com
We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

WINTERIZE Your outboard or inboard.
All m kes of engines.

SHRINK WRAP SPECIAL - $13 per foot

* Bass Boats - Runabouts - Pontoon Boats

MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 106, SAT. 10-NOON  Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans

NEW & USED GUNS

JACKSON
/ \ 506 WALNUT ST.
COUNTY O % RAVENSWOOD, WV

PAWN 304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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WVDR Furbearer hunting, Trapping & Tagging

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA.
— Hunting and trapping seasons
for furbearing animals will start
soon and state wildlife biologists
are anticipating a good harvest due
to solid reproduction last winter
and favorable mast conditions in
some areas around the state.

The raccoon hunting season starts
Oct. 17 and raccoon trapping starts
Nov. 7. Hunting and trapping sea-
sons for red fox, gray fox and bob-
cat and trapping seasons for mink,
muskrat, fisher, beaver and otter
start on Nov. 7.

Electronic Check Requirements
For Trappers

Trappers harvesting beaver, bob-
cat, fisher and otter must elec-
tronically check their catch online
at wvhunt.com no later than 30
days after the close of the respec-
tive season. A game tag number
issued by the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resources must be

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY

BIRDS ¢ FISH « ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV

ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE
FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

7L 304-824-3745

Over 41 Years
Experience

recorded in writing with the trap-
per’s name and address on a field
tag, which must be attached to each
pelt or whole animal until it's sold,
tanned, processed into commercial
fur or mounted.
The WVDNR uses game checking
data to monitor harvests around the
state and assist in future manage-
ment of each species. Decisions
regarding the length of seasons,
opening and closing dates and bag
limits depend on accurate data
from these tags.
WVDNR Accepting Otter Carcass-
es For Research

Trappers are being asked to deliv-
er skinned otter carcasses to their
local DNR district office. If a hunt-

Roger Russell reeled in a 7 pound
Stonewall Jackson largemouth.

er is are unable to deliver the car-
cass, they should contact a district
office to arrange a pickup. Exam-
ination of these carcasses provide
important information that allows
for informed decision-making re-
garding furbearer management and
future trapping seasons. A $20 gift
certificate will be issued for each
useable otter carcass turned into
the WVDNR.

continue to the next page

Tammy Biddle, from Parkersburg,
caught a nice tiger musky.

NEW 17 Pitch 13 3/4 - 4 Blade
Mercury Trophy
Stainless Propeller
And Hubs

* ldeal 70 to 135 HP

CALL 304-482-721
W%IIJJL DELIVI?ZR7 $200

BOONER’S BOW SEQP

3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

-Archery Shoots

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Located On Larkmead Rd

Parkersburg, WV 304-863-6962

MISSION

BEAR

‘Leagues
‘Group
Discounts

@HOytus:

Oct/Nov 2020 ~ Page 16



CITES Seal Requirements
The WVDNR advises hunters and
trappers to obtain a Convention on
International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) seal for each
bobcat and otter pelt harvested in
West Virginia. The plastic seal is
necessary only if the pelts will be
shipped out of state. Federal law
requires the seal on all bobcat and
otter pelts if they will eventually
be shipped to international markets
such as those in Canada. Bobcats
and river otters are not endangered
species, but they may be confused
with similar looking species found
on the international market.
CITES seals must be obtained
from the state where the animals
were harvested. Seals may be ob-
tained from the Elkins Operations

] HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN SHOP

SPORTING GOODS « PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS ¢ SCOPES - AMMO
MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK

69 N. MAIN ST.
PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

Center and any DNR district office.
Trappers should call ahead to en-
sure personnel authorized to seal
pelts will be available.

For more information about hunt-
ing and trapping seasons, Visit
wvdnr.gov or download a copy of
the 2020-21 Hunting and Trapping
Regulations Summary. To pur-
chase a West Virginia hunting and

Damien Salmons went to Mingo County for a wide racked 8 point buck.

trapping license, visit wvhunt.com.

Scott Lontz, from Vienna, caught
a4 1b. 11 oz. bass for lunker in a
tournament in Ravenswood. Fish-
ing with Joe Michael, they won the
tournament.

www.wvasportsman.net

* Beef - Pork - Sheep - Goat
* Deer and other game animals

e Additional Cost For Additives
e Smoked Meats Offered

Slider’s Wild Game Processing
And Smoked Meats

* Deer Processing - Starting At $55

304-474-3471

Open Hours Mon-Fri Noon to 5

Saturday 8am to Noon

Night Drop Off Available

9791 Southern Highway
ROCKPORT, WV 26169

Oct/Nov 2020 ~ Page 17




Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

* Low Rates

PARKERSBURG, W.VA. — The
Was reopened the public shooting
range at Conaway Run Wildlife
Management Area in Tyler Coun-
ty. The range was closed for reno-
vations and repairs in August and
September.

Renovations and repairs includ-
ed construction of a new shoot-

» Reach Customers

Rate Informantion
On Page 3

2021 Boats In Stock
Great Selection Of Quality Used Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available

Pontoon & Bass Boats
www.wrightsriversidemarine.com

* FIBERGLASS
* ALUMINUM
* PONTOON

E-TEC G2

Outboards

Wright’s Riverside
Marine
Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department

m

#1 In District Total Horsepower Dealer
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Conaway Range Reopens

ing range shelter and concrete
pad, shooting benches, expanded
parking area, vegetation removal,
regarding and drainage improve-
ments. The shelter now includes
a handicapped-accessible shoot-
ing bench, parking area and con-
crete loading and unloading pad.
The new backstops at 25-, 50- and
100-yards may be accessed by a
graveled walkway.

“We are very excited to present
this newly upgraded facility to the
sporting public,” said Jerry West-
fall, District 6 wildlife biologist.
“This project would not be possi-
ble without the help of Antero Re-
sources, Litman Excavating and
Construction, the Middle Island
Longbeards Chapter of the Nation-
al Wild Turkey Federation and the
sporting public. We encourage lo-
cal sportsmen and women to visit
this new facility and take advan-
tage of the expanded shooting op-
portunities.”

For more information about the
Conaway Run WMA shooting
range, contact the DNR District 6
Office in Parkersburg at 304-420-
4550.

Parker Maston caught a huge wall-
eye at the Willow Island Dam.



RODS: DUCKETT
CASHION - CARROT STIX
FENWICK - ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO - G LOOMIS - HALO
13 FISHING - ST. CROIX

LIVE BAIT

Minnows * Worms ¢ Mealworms

* LEW’S

Deer Feed - Holsters
Gun Cases * Crossbows
Broadheads

Ohio River Outdoors LLC
On Facebook

HUNTING/FISHING EQUIPMENT

Located In The United Oilfield Building

Rapala ¢ Yo-Zuri » Matzuo * Norman ¢ Strike King  Berkely ¢ Storm
Castiac * KW * Rage * Yamamoto * Yum ¢ Rebel * Bandit * 6th Sense
Bomber ¢ AC Shiner ¢ Jackall * Havoc ¢ Net Bait * Z Man * Gamakatsu
VMC « Cabin Creek * Rick Clunn * Bass Pro  Live Target * AAT
Duel * Lunkerhunt ¢ River 2 Sea * Lucky Strike * Reaction * KVD
Zoom ¢ FYAO ¢ Missle * Venom ¢ Gulp * Cotton Cordell * & MORE!

Scents Crossbows
Deer Feed Pistol Holsters
Trapping and much more!

Bass Pro Shop

OPEN:
7am to 6pm MonSat
9am to 5pm Sun

-

PELICAN - CALCUTTA [}

CRANE - TYRANT - JH BAIT
JONES - HUGHES RIVER
COBB’S - KOPPERS - LASSO

Just QOutside Of Parkersburg
13520 Emerson Ave.
Williamstown, WV 26187 On RT. 2
3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit

304-916-1800
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Deer Hunting Tips

How do you become a great deer
hunter and be able to bag every
buck that you target in the woods?
Consider this scenario:

Hunter A goes to a given hunt-
ing spot and skillfully clean kills a
monster buck; Hunter B goes to the
same place and fails to knock down
a single deer.

The difference between the two
hunters?

It’s simple: Hunter A has all the
skills and tricks necessary to trick
that deer into his range for a nice
shot.

There are probably numerous deer
hunters in real life who always
finds themselves in a similar situa-
tion to Hunter B.

If you’re one of these hunters, you
can raise your game in the woods
by learning some powerful skills
and tips.

Whether you are a veteran deer
hunter or a beginner venturing into
the woods for the first time, the tips
below will help you maximize your
hunting prowess in no time...

7 Tips and Tricks That Will Make
You A Great Deer Hunter

Cover Your Scent
continue to the next page

i and fishing store!

Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3
Closed Sunday

1102 West Main St.

Grafton, WV
304-265-9278

ARCHERY ~ | FOOD PLOT
* Excaliber ﬁ * Numerous
Striker Seeds
- Bows LIVE BAIT
- Crossbows Haran Hunters - Worms
DEER FEED * Minnows
- Corn * More
« Available By SUPPLIES
The Ton $260 - Scents
« Custom Blends * Trail Cams
Available : * More
Stop by our fully
stocked hunting

DEER AT TRACTANTS

CORN - F EED

T i

Isaac Mullens - 13 _ got his first
gobbler in Webster County.

Ryan Friend landed a nice channel
catfish at Burnsville Lake.

and boat rentals.

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

*A/lC

TV -DVD

* Barbecue Grill

* Large Porch Area

e Easy Access

* Great View Of Lake

e Fully Equipped Kitchen
Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876
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Jayco

E IRVINE’S CAMPER SALES
L‘;_ 740-989-2291 800-987-4275
www.irvinescamper.com

Located close to Parkersburg, WV On US Rt. 50
2 Miles From The Corridor D Bridge

17 State Rt. 555  Little Hocking, Ohio

NEW
USED

Exclusive
Jayco Dealer

The ability to fully cover up your
scent is one of the primary determi-
nants of whether your deer hunting
sessions will be a success or not.

The deer can sense human smell
a mile away — not forgetting that
they can also detect the smell you
leave on the ground as well as in
the air as you walk.

The good news is that you can
easily cover up you scent and pre-
vent the deer from detecting you by
using some scent eliminator (I’ve
only tried this brand). Simply spray
the bottom of your boots and hunt-
ing stand with an odor eliminator.

Bathing with a scent-free soap
(like this one) before every hunt-
ing trip also ensures that you don’t
leave your scent in the air.

One more thing: always ensure
that you’re downwind to your
range to further prevent the game
from detecting your smell.

2. Dupe the Deer

If you fall into the category of
deer hunters who don’t believe in
tricking deer with decoys, calls,
etc., then you have been missing a
lot!

But it’s never too late. You can
start incorporating different meth-
ods of tricking the deer into your
range and thus increase your luck
in the woods.

Decoys can be an excellent way to
fool the deer. Modern models come
with lifelike features that enable
them to trick the deer easily.

As long your decoy setup is cor-
rect, you’ll surely get deer visitors

to your hunting area.

Other methods of duping the deer
include the use of calls, e.g. the
grunt tube and bleat cans and even
the rattling of antlers to draw in
the deer to your range for a perfect
shot!

3. Be Attractive

Using deer attractants is another
strategy that veteran hunters have
been using to maximize their hunt-
ing success.

Fortunately, the market has all
kinds of deer attractants; ranging
from deer feed, deer urine, deer
feeders, and so much more. (or you
can make your own deer feeder!)

These enable you to attract the
deer to your stand for easy take-
down.

A great example where the deer at-
tractants have been proven to work
is the use of the drag rag soaked in
the doe estrus in the peak-rut sea-
son.

Often, bucks will follow these
trails right to your waiting stand!
4. Try Using a Bow

Using a compound bow or cross-
bow has proven to be a great asset
when it comes to deer hunting and
many hunters swear by it.

But to enjoy the ultimate success
when using your bow and arrow in
the woods, you need to take care of
a few things:

200+ Campsites ¢ All Utilities
Cabins With Jacuzzis 9 %

Stocked Trout %®

Tube Rentals

Cable TV @
3

; US Rt 33 n

9 Miles East Of Elkins

BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023
www.revelles.com

Ensure that you have the ideal
bow for you: one that fits your size
continue to the next page

iy ek |

Jeremy Cloonan, from Flat Top,
went to Kentucky for a bow buck
in velvet.

Good Luck On Your 2020
Hunting Season
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235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com
First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one in le off Interestate 79, Exit 91
one mile south on US 19 towards lake

Call or visit our website for rates, additional

information, and policies. A 50% deposit is

required for resrvations. Major credit cards
are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

* Satellite TV and DVD player

* Gas log fireplace and air conditioning

* Full bath with shower

* Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
playground and horseshoe pits

* Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts

* Open 365 days a year

* Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
Palmer Golf course. 2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
hunting just two minutes away.

* All log cabins are exceptionally clean
and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home.

* Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
safe environment

* Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.

* Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft.

* Six person cabins have king or queen beds
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
dishwasher, and washer and dryer.

* Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
Two baths and an eight person hot tub.

* Accessible cabin available.

¢ Join the fun this year.

and strength and that you’re com-
fortable using.

Accuracy matters most: when that
magical moment appears (when
the buck enters your shooting
range), you’ve got only one chance
and your accuracy is all you need
to grab the chance. Do everything
to ensure you get the buck down
with the first shot. Employ accura-
cy enhancing accessories such as
the single pin bow sight. Don’t let
the opportunity go!

Practice makes perfect: if you wait
until the hunting day to use your
bow, you’ll definitely fail. The sur-
est way to hone your archery skills
is by practicing shooting at differ-

in Jackson County.

ent elevations and positions using
readily available archery targets.

Use razor-sharp broadheads: most
bowhunters recommend this type
of arrowhead, quoting its capabili-
ty to kill the game more efficiently
and even leave a good blood trail.
Know your distance: did you know
that most of the missed shots are
attributed to wrong yardage esti-
mations? When in your tree stand,
try ranging the trees at different
distances and use them as land-
marks in your head. A rangefinder
will also be helpful here.
Deer Hunting Tip 5 Be Quiet
5. Be Quiet

So you believe that after fully

covering your human scent you’re
safe?

You’re wrong.

Deer have excellent hearing as

well. In fact, they can quickly de-
tect your movements from a quar-
ter mile away on a non-windy day!
And if they hear your movements,
they can take around two hours to
return.
You can avoid making any noise
continue to page 24

Kyle Warner landed a huge ;arge-
mouth bass at night.

FREE ONLINE

www.wvasportsman.net

Back Issues to 2006

Oct/Nov 2020 ~ Page 22



_ WHEELER'S GUNS & AMMO

Ammunition Retail Price List 4
Effective January 3, 1972. Subject to change without notice. ===

Large Selection Of New Guns, Pistols and Shotguns

WHEELER'S ®”

We Have Hard To Find Ammunition In Stock kil e P
AMMO

Open 8am to 3pm
Closed Wed. & Sun. 222 Allegheny Highway

ELKINS, WV (681) 298-5070
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Clip out and Mail In
F_ = — — — — —

HUNT SAFELY IN 2020 - GOOD LUCK
~ WANTED ~

Game Photos From 2020

Send In Your Photo (email or text)
Deer (big bucks - no does), Bear or Other Game
Animals Taken During The 2020 Season. It’s FREE

No DOES!

| Name

| Address

City

State Zip

Animal

L - - - - - -

County

Deer Points

| PHOTOS WILL
| BE RETURNED

Gun___ Bow____

Mark Goudy
Now On Facebook

Have your photo published
in this magazine this year.
Either Mail in Or E-Mail

To This Magazine.
W.Va. Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV 26105

TEXT 304-482-7217
wvasport@gmail.com

on the hunting day by setting up
your stand 1-2 days before.

You might also want to walk
carefully and step with great care
to minimize the chances of your
sound spooking the deer.

Wearing special sound eliminat-
ing hunting boots or boot covers
can drastically reduce the noise
you make while walking.

6. Know When to Hunt

Anytime is not the time to hunt
the deer...

For the most part, deer are active
in the early morning as well as near
dusk.

This means that the best time to
hunt them is early in the morning
and in the evening as the sun sets.

For the evening hunts, you ought
to set up your stand around the deer
feeding area. And for a morning
hunt, set up on its route to bedding.

It’s good to note that this strategy
does not apply at all times.

If you’re in the rut season, feel
free to hunt at any time of the day —
since the buck will show up at any
place, anytime. But be sure to re-
main downwind of the does.

7. Know Where to Hunt

Scouting a hunting area before the
hunting season is recommended.

The deer will need to feed, drink,
defecate, and mate.

When and where they do all these
things is what you should set out to
discover so that you can secure an
ideal hunting location.

Different times of the year will
always put the deer into different
home ranges which are easy to
identify by looking for various evi-
dence and indicators such as tracks
and droppings.

Final Thoughts
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So, these are the top skills, tips, and
tricks that you need to incorporate
into your deer hunting if you want
to make all your hunting sessions a
success.

bass over 5 pounds recently.



Fall Bluegill Fishing

During the summer you can find
an abundance of small bluegill in
hot shallow water, but big bluegill
seek cooler temperatures in deep
water. When the weather turns
cooler in the fall and water tem-
peratures start dropping the big
bluegill move briefly to the shal-
lows again to feed. As the days
grow shorter and water tempera-
tures start plummeting bigger blue-
gill return to deeper water.

Here are 10 tips you need to know
to catch more bluegill this fall.
10) Target Shallow Cover

When big bluegill move to the
shallows, the fish seek shelter
around any available cover. Prime
cover for bluegill includes docks,
laydown logs, stumps, lily pads
and grass mats.

9) Think Small

Bluegill have a voracious appe-
tite but a small mouth so you need
to tempt them with small jigs and
spinners if you prefer using artifi-
cial baits for these panfish. Cast
these lures next to the weed lines,
docks or wood cover to catch big-
ger bluegill.

8) Offer The Real Deal

Live bait is hard to beat when big
bluegill are foraging in the shal-
lows. My favorite live bait for
bluegill is a cricket, but other real
baits that trigger bites are grubs,

continue to page 27

[ loyd’s SPORTSMAN CENTER
Hunting * Fishing * Camping * Boating

Carhartt Clothing - Muck * Georgia * Wolverine Boots
Ammunition - Fly Fishing - Hackle - Targets - Scents

Gun Cleaning - Lots of Fishing Equipment - Much More!

RYV and Boat Equipment - Hardware - Tools

Exit 67 Off Of I-79 - Rt 19 North 1/4 Mile
Sutton, WV 304-765-3332

(304) 354-9038

Stutler’s

Furs, Hides, Roots & Herbs
Call For
Current Prices
3047 Little Creek Rd.

CRESTON, WV

Justin Stanton hooked a nice large-
mouth at night.

PC OUTDOORS

RODS
/ HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
/ ' h, Minnows- Hellgrain tes - Lizards - Worm
I 4 Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

}‘]) Tackle By: Warden - Super Duper - Strike King
& Berkley - Mepps - Owner * Zoom * Yum - Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn - Zoom - Trout Magnet - Eagle Claw - Daiwa
Cabin Creek - Shakespeare - St. Croix * Zebco - Case
Ugly Stik - Gitzit - Rebel - Heddon - Rapala & More!

Camping Supplies ¢ Musky Tackle * Marine Products

1427 Robert C Byrd Dr. Crab Orchard, WV

Greenbrier Chalets Pipestem Country Cam gounds
On The Greenbrier River On Rt. 20
www.greenbriercabins.com www.pipestem am ing.com
304-466-3536 304-466-9121

Paige Bland reeled in a big rainbow
trout.
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PC OUTDOORS 304-466-1442

PSE Bear oo Doo

Killer Instinct Barnett Kayaks
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worms and grasshoppers.
7) Float Your Bait

The easiest and most effective
way to catch big bluegill in the
shallows is to float your bait under
a bobber. Crimp a split shot about
6 inches above your bait and attach
a fixed bobber another 6 inches or
1 foot above the split shot depend-
ing on how shallow you find blue-
gill. Make sure you use as small
of a bobber as possible to allow the
bluegill to easily pull the float un-
der the surface.
6) Try Fly Fishing

Fall is a great time to try fly fishing

for bluegill when the bigger fish are
in the shallows. Some flies to try
are nymphs, dragon flies, poppers,
soft hackles, wooly worms, wet
flies and small streamers. Wind
can be a problem in the fall so you
will need to use a heavier fly line
during this season.
5) Follow The Transitions

As water temperatures continue
to drop by late fall, dying weeds in
shallow water create lower oxygen
levels so bigger bluegill move to
deeper water to find more favor-
able conditions. The fish will move
out to depths of 15 to 20 feet where
they will set up on deep weed lines,
drop-offs and points.
4) Rely On Your Electronics

continue to page 29

CUSTOM ARROWS

Gold Tip Carbon Crosshow Bolts

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

One Block Off Main Street
34 Rebecca Street

SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

By Hunting Beagles

samysizo  PKC/AKC/UKC/NKC Pups~Hunting/Field Trial Dogs
Hunting Lights « Garmin GPS Tracking System ¢ Diamond Deluxe
Dog Collars & Straps « Easy Loader ¢ All Types Of Vinyl Coated Wire

David Dewees (304) 545-3820 By Appointment Only
3223 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV 25248

Adam Hudson had success with a  Grant Owens-13-harvested an 8

high rack bow buck. point buck with a bow in Wood Co.
BOWS
TRAPPERS DEN - crosssows
RECYCLING & SPORTING GOODS Y . *Arrows

%, .+ Broadheads
.

Knives ® Trail Cams ® Scopes
Ammunition e Trapping
Camping Equipment * Boat Supplies
Deer Attractants ® Holsters ® Gun Cases
Electronic Game Calls » Rifle Slings
\ CROSSBOWS: Inferno & Barnette

GENERAC Generators

Ben Pearson

TROUT
FISHING Rods ¢ Reels ¢ Artificial Baits
SUPPLIES LACROSSE & DANNER BOOTS
RECYCLING ° Aluminum ® Brass
Copper ¢ Ginseng *Yellowroot
GAME CHECKING
GREAT VALUES 6151 WEBSTER RD. (RT. 20)
ON CAMO CLOTHES L‘
« Kids & Ladies Selection COWE N' wv

(304) 226-5577 poG SUPPLIES

* Wilderness Dream
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STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT oyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best

WVU JACKSON’S MILL musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut
STONECOAL LAKE stone masonry building in North America. Home to
TRANS_ALLEGHENY LUNA‘”C ASYLUM West Virginia's largest yard sale. 18 championship

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your

W he re ‘ ege nd S next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
are Made

Lewis County CVB on Facebook or www.stonewallcountry.com 304-269-7328
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Big bluegill congregate in large
schools during late fall and are
easy to find with reliable electron-
ics. Once you find the school, mark
a waypoint to help you stay close
to the school while casting or verti-
cal jigging for the panfish in deeper
water.
3) Tipping Baits For Deep Fish
Tipping a small jig with a meal-
worm, wax worm or a piece of
nightcrawler works best for fall
bluegill in deep water. When fish-
ing deep, cast to any cover first to
catch any bluegill suspended over

Landon Conaway used an arrow on

a 10 point. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Kaden Moore caught an 8 Ib. 10

oz. rainbow trout. Photo courtesy of
Middle Mountain Sporting Goods in El-
kins.

the cover and then move in closer
to vertical jig for any fish holding
tight to the cover.
2) Experiment With Different Col-
ors

Try various colors when fishing
jigs or spinners in shallow or deep
water until you find which hue
bluegill prefer each day. Try flashy
or bright colored lures in murky
water, but opt for more natural
colors such as brown, black, green
pumpkin or watermelon for fishing
in clear water for autumn bluegill.
1) Use Light Fishing Line

When fishing deep for bluegill in
late fall, you should rely on light
line to detect the slight taps of blue-
gill when the water gets colder and
the fish’s metabolism slows. Spool
your spinning reel with 2-4 Ib line
to help you feel those light bites.

Try these techniques this fall for a
tasty bluegill meal.

E

'NNIAL
1R,
22 North Locust Street

Buckhannon, WV
26201

(304) 472-4100

Gerald McClain reeled in a big
golden trout. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

J-FEE Tackle

MII'II Marti_.

Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More

Expert Bow Tuning * Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels
- Trout Baits - Custom Flies
g Nitro * Mike’s « Joe’s Flies * Berkley

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
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Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

/
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Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Oct/Nov 2020 ~ Page 29



Fall Catfishing Techniques

When the weather cools in the
fall, the action gets hot for catfish.
Some catfish experts claim fall is
one of the best times to catch cat-
fish because the fish can be caught
on a variety of methods.

Here are 10 tips you need to know
to catch more catfish during au-
tumn.

10) Bait Choice

Channel catfish will eat a wide
range of bait choices from cut baits
and live baits of bluegill and shad
to chicken livers or stink baits. The
cut baits become more productive
in late fall because stink baits and
livers lose effectiveness as the wa-
ter cools. The best fall baits for
blue cats are cut baits and live baits
in the form of shad and bluegill,
while flatheads prefer live bluegill,
green sunfish, shiners, goldfish and
crawfish.

9) Very Depths

Baitfish scatter after a lake turns
over in the fall so catfish will be
feeding at various levels of the wa-
ter column. You can still fish some
baits on the bottom, but you will
also need to float some baits under

aVi Baldwn hooed a huge
Kanawah River blue catfish..

large slip bobbers. Catfish move
around a lot in the fall, so fishing
with a float allows you to cover
more water.
8) Target Riprap

Rock riprap is ideal habitat for
catfish because it provides cov-
er, depth and shade. Riprap is a
home for crawfish, a favorite cat-
fish meal, and attracts other catfish
forage such as shad and minnows
that eat algae growing on the sub-
merged rocks.
7) Troll Crankbaits

Some riprap stretches for miles
along a shoreline, so one of the
best ways to cover water quickly is
to troll shad and crawfish-imitating
crankbaits along the rocks. I was
introduced to this technique by a
guide who trolled crawfish crank-
baits that he bounced along riprap
on the Mississippi River. The tactic
produced channel, blue and flat-
head cats the day I fished with him.
6) Key On Flats

Throughout the fall, catfish will
continue to feed on baitfish along
the shallow flats until falling water
temperatures cause the fish to move
towards deeper water. The fish will
linger in the shallows as long as
the water temperatures gradual-
ly decline, but quick changes in

continue to the next page

Bass & Buck Shop

W 950 Glen Oak Rd.
. ; Old Route 19

"} Summersville, WV
A 304-872-0385

* Bear - 10 Point Crossbows

* Custom Arrows - Technician
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* Holsters - Trapping Supplies
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e Air O Soft — Bass Pro Shop

* Outdoor Gifts - Live Bait

* Treestands - Huge Tackle Dept.

Many Items On SALE Now!
Oepn: 9am to 6pm Mon-Sat

“Supplying the needs for your
next outdoor adventure”

Cory Bailey, from Kenna, caught a
big Elk Fork Lake largemouth.

Storage Boxes
Metal Detectors

1024 Beverly Pike
ELKINS, WV

P & M OUTDOORS

Guns - Ammo - Trapping - Archery - ATV Parts

Animal Feed 3(04-637-2100

¢ Deer Blocks
+ Corn & More
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temperature and water clarity will
force catfish to move out deeper to
find more stable water conditions.
5) Anchor On Break Lines

When catfish vacate the shallows,
their first staging spots are break
lines where the water drops off in
the 6- to 15-foot range depending
on the fishery. One of the most ef-
fective ways to catch these stag-
ing cats is anchoring your boat on
the top edge of the break line and
spread your lines at various depths
along the contour. Place some lines
on the upper edge of the contour, a
few on the drop off and other lines
in the deeper end of the break.
4) Go Deep Later

As water temperatures drop below
50 degrees in late autumn, catfish
move to deeper water on the main
lake, but still venture shallow to
feed along points and humps. Key
on these shallow structures during
warm, sunny days and switch to
nearby holes in the 25- to 40-foot
range when the weather turns nas-
ty.

3) Get The Drift

One of the most popular ways

to catch blue and channel catfish
during fall and other seasons is
drift fishing. In early fall try drift-
ing baits with the wind along the
shallow flats, but if the weather

Intersection of

ROCK

Rt. 4 & 20
CAVE Rock Cave, WV
IGA 924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane Exchange

Beverages & Snacks
Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm Sun Noon to 5PM

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

www.rockcave.iga.com

GROVE MARINE TRACKER

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

304-547-5044
7 MILES EAST OF

WHEELING TUNNELS

MIDDLE CREEK ROAD

e Triadelphia, WV

is calm use your trolling motor to

drag baits along the edges of creek

channels adjacent to the flats. Us-
continue to the next page

Adam Price landed a nice ﬂathead
at Indian Lake in Pinch..

Jordan Ju11fs hooked a 22 1727
largemouth at North Bend Lake.

www.rodgersmithmarine.com S keete r
Yamaha
South Bay
Honda
ﬂl:E—_l' Smith Alumacraft
MooA R 1 N E R T

4876 Route 152
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ng planer boards allows you to drift
your baits farther away from your
boat.
2) Bird Watching

Circling and diving gulls indicate
schools of baitfish are near the sur-
face and game fish such as white
bass and largemouth bass are bust-
ing through the bait. Trophy blue
and flathead cats lurk below this

PJ Saltis shot an early season black

bear. Photo courtesy of Hardcore Hunt-
ers in Grafton.

www.wvasportsman.net

activity picking off any injured
baitfish sinking to the bottom.
1) Logging For Flatheads

Veteran catfish anglers consider
fall as the prime time of the year
to catch trophy flatheads because
the big fish are feeding heavily in
preparation for winter. Look for
heavyweight flatheads in big log-
jams along sharp bends of a river
and drop big baits such as 1-pound
bullheads, suckers or carp into the
cover.

Park Center

304-438-5660

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

Jarred Young brought in a bow
buck.

PARK CENTER[”
SPORTING GOODS ;i

FISHING
TACKLE

/

Lifetime
Kayaks

CROSSBOWS BY: RAVIN
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Of Guns & Ammo

Kimber - T-C Encore - Traditions - CVA - Thompson Center
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Kaitlyn Arbaugh harvested a black

bear. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.
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VIKING * APEX « ADRENALINE
CATALINA « SANDPIPER * SPIRIT

Weather Tech Products

Bed Liners - Parts

MON-FRI 8-5 SAT 9-5

Paradise RVS  wesarur

PONTOONS'

@YAMAHA

IBASS BOATS

JON BOATS _ ..
g

NEW & USED | . "'-fr,'z
RV’S
BOATS

Lots Of
RV Parts

Service

304-860-1948

www.paradiservs.net
138 Colt Industrial Dr.
MOUNT HOPE, WV 25909
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Racoon & Skunk Hats

1r
1

T

William’s Fur & Trapping Suply Shop

Four Generations Of Fur
Buying & Trapping

* Full Line Of Trapping Supplies

* Large Assortment Of Dog Collars
And Leads - Engraved Name Tags

* Full Line Of Fur House Supplies

* Skinning - Fleshing & Tanning

* Large Assortment Of Tanned Furs
& Hides. Beaver Hoops

* Mountain Man Raccoon Hats

* Skulls & Skull Dipping - Bear
Rugs. Deer - Coyote - Beaver
Mink - Squirrel - Bobcat Furs

* All Types Of Snares - Traps &
Cable Stakes

* Large Selection Of Lures & Urines

* Buyer Of Raw Furs & Hides

* Deer Attractants & Lures

9
Smokey’s
Deer Lures, Calls & Baits
World’s Only Pre-Orbital Gland Lure

WE BUY
FURS

Hours - 5pm to 7pm Mon - Fri
Saturday By Appointment
Longer Hours In November

304 462 7028

Sklnnlng & Soft Tanning Rugs

Coyote - Bobcat - Mink - Squirrel Furs
410 3rd Run Road

GLENVILLE, WV 26351

1/4 Mile From Rt. 5 on Tanner Road

Hlde Hoops European Mounts

Oct/Nov 2018 ~ Page34

Attracting Deer

It’s amazing how deer can some-
times be guided to do what you
want them to do. We’re not talking
about “deer whisperer” hocus po-
cus or anything like that; we mean
making subtle changes in a deer’s
environment that encourages them
to take specific and desired courses
of action.

Probably 10 years ago, I wanted
to set up a hunting spot behind the
house that was quick to get into
after work. Sometimes, especially
after daylight savings time ended,
I had only 30 minutes between
the end of the workday and dark
to hunt. I needed a place I could
quickly walk to and one that was
positioned so I could get into my
stand without blowing out any deer
in the area.

My choices were extremely limit-
ed. The area behind the house was a
steep, decades-old cow pasture that
had been overtaken by hardwoods,
greenbriers, autumn olives, and
a choking mix of grape vines and
hawthorn trees. There was a mar-

ginal flat running along the hillside
continue to the next page

Stan Seckman went to Lincoln Co

for a nice buck. Photo courtesy of Ty-
ler Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.



Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19 Walkersville

Ammo

Live Bait

Game Checking
Fishing Supplies

Camp Sites - Full Hookups

Chalets - Call For Reservations
Eat-in or Carry Out Food - Pizza
Hoagies - Subs - Burgers
Beverages - More

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson
Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes

304-452-8870
GAS

6am to 10pm Mon - Sat

9am to 9pm Sun

that deer used to travel from one
thicket to the next, but it offered
no stand opportunities. Below this
flat, though, was just the barest
trace of a deer trail. Actually, it was
the remnant of a cattle path from
decades past that deer would occa-
sionally step onto. It was here that
I found enough open area to launch
an arrow to around 25 or 30 yards.
I could enter the woods about 40
yards away, heading into the wind,
and I could walk out of the house
and be on my stand in five minutes.
Perfect.

The problem was, the deer didn’t
think too highly of the area. The
first year I bowhunted that parcel,
the action was less than exciting.

The following year, I put out a
trace mineral block I got from the
hardware store for about $7 to try
to attract deer. That got their atten-
tion. The next year, I put out a new
block and started to drip some deer
urine around the site. That old cat-

BRUSHY FORK MART

Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

Gasoline LIVE
BAIT

Diesel
Kerosene
WV Lottery & Powerball
We Have SHINERS
and CRAPPIE MINNOWS

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm—
Sun 7am to 9pm

304-472-5132 °

D P’

tle trail soon became worn down to
fresh dirt and another trail showed
up, this one coming off the flat
above.

In the years since, this spot has
become my “freezer supply zone.”
When I need to put venison on ice,
it’s the go-to place. Any deer cruis-
ing through the country usually
wends its way down to my stand.
The ground is barren from the years
of pawing and licking, and the deer
have even begun to use my own
beaten path to my stand for their
travel route to the hay field below
my house.

Most importantly, they don’t al-
ways come this way just to lick
minerals or check out whatever
scent I may have hanging about. I
managed to successfully bend their
normal travel habits along this side
of the hill.

Last year, during the week lead-
ing up to the rut, I had several
non-shooter bucks cruise by my
stand, simply going from here to
there. They were sniffing for hot

“Business Goes Where Invited
Stays Where Appreciated”

Colonial Qotel - Motel

Hunters & Fishermen

TV &AC Welcome FREE
Parking
304-472-3000]  Genter of City

24 N. Kanawha St.
BUCKHANNON, WV 26101

Dalton Cutwright, owner

does, and this was the area those
bucks knew they had to check out.

In short, I created a whitetail hap-
pening to suit my hunting needs —
a place I could get to quickly and
easily with some assurance that
deer would show up.

A lot of hunters are no different.
continue to the next page

Austin Dalton used a bow in Ritchie

Co. for an 8 point. Photo courtesy of
Tyler Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.

ZERO-TURN

US 33 East

Faim ly Owned & Operated Since 1965

Buckhannon, WV
304-472-4824
www.supersmittys.com

Motorcycles
utTv-ATvV
Service * Sales
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Convenience Store » Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies * Souveniers
Game Checking Station « Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart
Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 LIVE BAIT

They may have limited time to
hunt or limited property to hunt
on, and attracting deer toward
their available hunting spot is
their only option.
How to Attract Deer

If that sounds like you, here’s
a few helpful hints to get things
heated up in your hunting country.

First, of course, is to figure out
the area where deer are most like-
ly to be or would be likely come
to, if given a good reason. Look
for existing travel routes through
the area. Trails with fresh prints
are good indications. Next, verify
recent activity by setting up a trail
cam. Capturing a deer on the cam-

304-373-7815 304-532-7857

TAXIDERMY

Sandyvillre, West Virginia

www.leesonsmotors.com

LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES - FINANCE + PARTS * SERVICE

320 West Main Street [# s
Bridgeport, WV i

(304) 842-5469
; ' o S SUZUKL  ew s Used
@O KYMCO | Kawasaki |

Motorcycles
ATV & UTV's

era every other day or so may not
get you all pumped up, but that’s
okay. At this point, you just want
to determine that the area has the
potential for deer to pass through.
Trace Mineral Block or Salt Lick

Once you’ve decided that the site
has potential, you need to give deer
a reason to linger. For that, I've
found no better performing or more
cost-effective way to do this than
to set out a trace mineral block or
to establish a salt lick using a gran-
ulated salt/mineral mix. You’ll first
need to check the game laws to
make sure that this is legal in your
state because some states lump salt
licks under baiting.

Should establishing a mineral lick
not be an option open to you (you
also need to ask the landowner’s
permission before doing this), the
other way to set up a must-visit site
is to start a few scrapes.

Mock Scrapes and Licking Branch-
es

Most deer hunters understand
that scrapes (and their inherent lick

branches) in the whitetail world are
continue to the next page
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Racael ing, from Fairmont,
brought in a great bow buck.
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an important means of communica-
tion, allowing deer to know who’s
in the neighborhood. These are
particularly important for bucks as
breeding season gets in full swing.
Dominant bucks use lick branches
and scrapes (the two go together
like peanut butter and jelly) to rein-
force their territorial claims and to
check for does that may be ready to
breed. (Does use scrapes and lick
branches, t0o0.)

What a lot of hunters don’t real-
ize is that scrapes and lick branch-
es are used year-round. That means
it is perfectly fine to start a mock
scrape mid- to late summer.

Where to place a mock scrape
or two depends on your situation.

Adam Kelly arrowed a huge Mc-
Dowell County whitetail buck.

Joel Miller used a bow in Jackson
Co. for a great buck.
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Sawn Nibert caugh .
oz.big bass at Stonewall Jackson.
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