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Cover Photo

Attention Bass Fishermen!
Get Your Name On Our

Mail-List For Bass Tournaments 
In  2015 & 2016

Name__________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City___________________________________________ ST______

Zip_________________ email______________________________

Fill Out The Form Below
To Be Placed On The Mail List

Clip & Mail To:
Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

    email:
    wvasport@gmail.com
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Promote Your Business Statewide
 Advertise Special Sales and Events

Reach Thousands of Potential Customers

ALSO ON THE 
INTERNET

In Business
25 YEARS

  Jeremy Byers, from New Mar-
tinsville, caught & Released a 7 
pound, 14 oz. Stonewall Jackson 
Lake largemouth bass.
   Crossbows are no legal to use 
in 51 counties in WV,  The date is 
concurrent with the bow season.
     This magazine is now accept-
ing TEXT pictures.  So many 
people have their cell phones as 
their only source for taking pic-
tures. Now, you can text the pics 
to this magazine.  Just call this 
number: 304-482-7217.  
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BOWTECH
DIAMOND
PARKER

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

www.bow-listicarchery.com

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES

YOUTH BOWS•CUSTOM ARROWS
15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

CHELYAN, WV
304-595-2699
Mon Tue Thu Fri 11 - 8

Wed 11 - 5
Sat. 9AM to 2PM

     BOOKING WILD
       BOAR HUNTS
 

BARNETT
PARKER

EXCALIBER
CROSSBOWS

continue to the next pageR&S SPORTS & PAWN INC.
BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN

GUNS - FISHING GEAR
TOOLS - JEWELRY

Mon to Fri 10AM - 5PM
Sat 10AM to 2PM

Musky Baits - Tackle
HUNTING SEASON IS HERE!

304-275-1112
100 Midway St.

ELIZABETH,WV

SAGO VALLEY RIVER RETREAT 304-613-4210
Vacation rental on the Buckhannon River, Upshur County, WV
       Rustic, historic home, completely furnished, sleeps 6

Hunting • Fishing • Hiking • Canoeing
Very private 6 acres - Pristine Nature Setting

Great for fishing, hunting or family fun!
Google: Sago Valley River Retreat

PARKERSBURG, West Virginia 
– Candles will light the way to the 
mansion on Blennerhassett Island 
Oct. 9 and 10, 2015. The Mansion 
by Candlelight Tour, sponsored 
by the Friends of Blennerhassett, 
began in 1996 and has since be-
come the island’s most popular an-
nual event, according to Park Supt. 
Doug Wiant. The evening begins 
with a ride on the sternwheeler Is-
land Belle, departing from Civitan 
Park in Belpre, Ohio.
  “Blennerhassett Island takes on a 
new persona as the sun goes down 
and the candlelight from the hun-
dreds of lanterns begin to illuminate 
the graveled paths directing you 
from the sternwheeler landing to 
the candlelit mansion, the servant’s 
party, harvest supper, gift shop 
and other activities,” said special 
events coordinator Pam Salisbury. 
“The island is absolutely beautiful 
with candlelight and all the activi-
ties make it even more special.”

Blennerhasset Island By Night

Brian Dillon hooked a 47 1/4” 
musky.

Buster Drennen, from Roane Coun-
ty caught a 28” walleye.

The Candlelight tour gives visitors 
an opportunity to visit Blennerhas-
sett Island’s recreated and exciting 
social life of 200 years ago -- the 
world known by Harman and Mar-
garet Blennerhassett. Music from 
the Valley Renaissance Consort’s 
recorders, the hammered dulcimer 
and other stringed instruments is 
part of the evening programming. 
There is also dancing and a lively 
game of cards.
  “The autumn evening creates 
the setting for a journey back to 
the year 1805 where Mr. and Mrs. 
Blennerhassett have planned a 
grand party for all their guests,” 
Want said. “Harman Blennerhas-
sett, a wealthy Irish aristocrat, 
settled on the wilderness island in 
1798 with his lovely wife Marga-
ret and completed construction of 
their magnificent mansion in 1800. 
Their island and home will be bus-
tling with entertainment that will 
delight visitors.”
   A picnic-style harvest supper 
at the island shelter consisting of 
tavern ham, baked potatoes, green 
beans, dinner roll, dessert and a 
beverage is available. Harvest sup-
per tickets are limited and reserva-
tions for the supper are required. 
The concession stand will also be 
open each evening and offers a va-
riety of foods and drink.
   The horse-drawn wagon is in-
cluded as part of the evening ac-
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Chad Brown caught a 14 lb. catfi sh 
on the Poca River.  

LAND FOR SALE

90 ACRES
7 Room House

Taylor County
304-265-0026

(304) 375-2434
Hours: M-F: 5pm – 8pm & Sat: Noon – 6pm

Location: 1835 Williamstown Pike, 
Williamstown, WV, 1.8 Miles From 

Williamstown Exit 185 Off I-77 On Rt. 31 South

The Area’s Largest Full-Line 
Crossbow Dealer!

We Have A Staff Of Certified 
Bow Technicians On-Site!

Featuring Products From:

Starting on September 26, Crossbow hunting 
will be legal statewide in West Virginia* *Excludes 
Mingo, Logan, McDowell, and Wyoming Counties.

When YOU Think Archery – Think Crooked Creek Archery! Think Archery – Think Crooked Creek Archery!

tivities. The drivers of The Hardly 
Able Carriage Company will take 
attendees on a ride around the up-
per half of the island and talk about 
the island. The island gift shop is 
open both evenings.
   The Servants Party invites every-
one to the bonfi re for a rather spir-
ited celebration. The Servants Par-
ty includes live music and the West 
Virginia Mountain Pride dancers, 
who will be performing lively 
dances around the bonfi re. Galen 
Smith, a local actor, will provide 
entertainment with spine-tingling 
stories of local folklore. Apple but-
ter will be stirred and a blacksmith 
will be hard at work.
  Boat departure times are to and 
from Civitan Park at 6, 6:30, 7, 
7:30 and 8 p.m. with returns on the 
half-hour beginning at 8:30 p.m. 
The Harvest Supper has fi ve seat-
ings:  6:15, 6:45, 7:15, 7:45 and 
8:15 p.m. Mansion by Candlelight 
tickets are $30 for adults and $25 

for children ages 3-12. Tickets in-
clude a sternwheeler ride on the Is-
land Bell, mansion visit, the horse-
drawn wagon ride and activities. 
The harvest supper is optional and 
is $15 per person.
  Reservations are required. To 
make reservations, call the park of-
fi ce at 304-420-4800 or stop by the 
Blennerhassett Museum at 2nd and 
Juliana streets to purchase Man-
sion by Candlelight tickets. Learn 
more about Blennerhassett Island 
at www.blennerhassettislandstate-
park.com.

CROSSBOWS
NOW LEGAL
IN 51 COUNTIES

IN WEST VIRGINIA
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HUNTING LAND
  47 Acres
         
        Taylor County
       $40,000

304-457-1869

IRVINE’S CAMPER SALES NEW
USED

Exclusive 
Jayco Dealerwww.irvinescamper.com

Located close to Parkersburg, WV On US Rt. 50
2 Miles From The Corridor D Bridge

17 State Rt. 555     Little Hocking, Ohio

740-989-2291    800-987-4275

WV native, Tyler White is shown 
with Hank Parker.  

Knife & Gun Shop

NEW
STORE

Many New & Used Guns & Pistols
Deer Rifles In Stock - Large Selection

Concealed Carry Pistols

11am to 6pm
Mon - Sat

613 Sheridan St.  GLENVILLE, WV  

304-804-2022
304-483-2087

Compare
My Prices

Luke Holland hooked a small-
mouth.  Photo courtesy of PC Bait & 
Tackle in Hinton.

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

Details On Page 3

White Wins FLW
Junior World

Championship
West Virginia’s Tyler White hit the 
mother lode of schooling bass to 
win the 2015 The Bass Federation 
Junior World Championship Aug. 
21-22 on Arkansas’ Lake Hamil-
ton.
  In doing so, he topped a hard-
fishing field of 39 TBF junior state 
champions ranging in age from 
11 to 15 years old, and claimed a 
$2,500 scholarship to the school 
of his choice, plus a $250 Cabela’s 
gift card.
  The jackpot didn’t come right out 
of the gate, however – or without 

a fight.
  On day one of the two-day event, 
which was held in conjunction with 
the Forrest Wood Cup on nearby 
Lake Ouachita, the young com-
petitors squared off against anglers 
from their own TBF divisions for a 
coveted spot in the final round.
  White topped the Mid-Atlan-
tic Division with a five-bass limit 
weighing 8 pounds, 11 ounces. He 
was second overall and one of just 
two anglers to break the 8-pound 
barrier.
 Kentucky’s Hunter Young paced 
the pack on day one with an 8-
pound, 12-ounce limit. With a blos-
soming topwater program promis-
ing to bear even more fruit on day 
two, Young was the angler to beat 
as the remaining six finalists left the 
dock in a drizzle after a weather-
delayed start at around 7 a.m. But 
White had other ideas.
  White’s go-to morning spot both 
days was a small island a short cast 
from the Clarion Resort launch 
ramp. A long, tapering point sweet-
ened the structural pot, drawing 
passing pods of bass working their 

way through the surrounding open 
water.
  “I stopped right away on day one, 
threw a topwater up there and they 
smoked it,” he says.
  But such was definitely not the 
case on day two.
  “I hadn’t gotten a bite by 9:55,” 
White says.

continue to the next page
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740-374-5766
MARIETTA POLARIS

27425 ST. RT. 7
Marietta, Ohio

We Have 
ATV/UTV Trailersmariettapolaris.com

Rebates up to $1,400* + Financing as Low as 2.99%**
Ace Only: Rebates up to $1,000 on Ace 4x4*
ATV Only: Rebates up to $1,000 on Sportsman XP 1000*; Get into a Sportsman ETX starting at $5,199 (Rebates up to $800 on Sportsman ETX)
Ranger Only: Get into a Ranger ETX starting at $8,299 (Rebates up to $500 on Ranger ETX); Rebates up to $1,400 on Ranger XP 900 Painted EPS
RZR Only: Rebates up to $1,000 on RZR XP 1000

*Offers valid from 7/28/15 - 9/30/15 on select new 2014-2015 Polaris Off-Road Vehicles. Youth models excluded. Does not apply to prior purchases. Rates as low as 2.99% for 36 months are available. Approval, and any 
rates and terms provided, are based on credit worthiness. Fixed APR of 2.99%, 6.99%, or 10.99% will be assigned based on credit approval criteria. 72 months financing available with rates as low as 7.99% based on approval 
and credit worthiness. Fixed APR of 7.99%, 10.99%, 13.99% will be assigned based on credit approval criteria. Other financing offers are available. See your local dealer for details. Minimum Amount Financed $1,500; 
Maximum Amount Financed $50,000. Other qualifications and restrictions may apply. Financing promotions void where prohibited. Offer effective on all new and unused 2010-2016 Polaris Sportsman, Ranger, RZR and 
Ace models purchased from a participating Polaris dealer between 7/28/15 - 9/30/15. Offer subject to change without notice. An example of monthly payments required on a 36-month term at 2.99% is $29.08 per $1,000 
financed. An example of monthly payments required on a 36-month term at 6.99% APR is $30.87 per $1,000 financed. An example of monthly payments required on a 72-month term with a Fixed APR of 7.99% is $17.53 per 
$1,000 financed. See participating retailers for complete details and conditions. Approval, and any rates and terms provided, are based on credit worthiness. Applies to the purchase of all new Sportsman, Ranger, Ace and RZR 
models made on the Polaris Installment Program from 7/28/15 - 9/30/15. See participating retailers for complete details and conditions.

Will Runion bagged a 23 1/2 pound 
gobbler this spring.

After a fishless start and looming 
rain clouds threatening a washout, 
White, of Oak Hill, was beginning 
to worry when a cove full of school-
ing bass turned his day around.
   “I got lucky,” he recalls. “We 
made a run and saw a bunch of 
schoolers in a cove. It was incred-
ible. There were just schools of 
spots and largemouths.”
   White still had his work cut out 
for him, however. Although he was 
wielding one of his confidence 
baits – a slim-bodied Lucky Craft 
Gunfish topwater – he couldn’t get 
the breaking fish to take the bait.
   “I’d throw at a school, but couldn’t 
get them to race up on it,” he says.
  With “flock-shooting” drawing 
a blank, he decided to target indi-
vidual fish.
  “When the next bass popped up I 
put the bait right on his nose and he 
hammered it,” White grins.

The tactic held water until the 
schoolies sounded.
  “When the fish dove they slid out 
deeper, into about 24 feet of wa-
ter,” he says. “I found them on the 
graph and dropped a drop-shot rig 
on them. I caught about a 3-pound 
spot.”
   When the dust settled he had a de-
cent limit, but hopes of upgrading 
his stringer faded as the day wore 
on. White never got another fish 
after 11:30.
   With weights zeroed on Saturday, 
all six finalists were in the hunt. 
But Young’s day-one success was 
still fresh in their minds, and each 
also knew that with a field that rich 
in talent, anything could happen.
   The crowd roared when White’s 
basket tipped the scale at 11 pounds, 
4 ounces, and he took the hot seat, 
anxiously hoping it was enough for 
a victory.

   In White’s third straight visit to 
the TBF Junior World Champion-
ship, it turned out that the third time 
was the charm. Young sacked a 
solid second limit, but it settled the 

continue to the next page



 Fall Burnsville Lake Team Challenge

Bass Sportsman  304-482-7217  
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Burnsville Lake - Main Ramp
 Event 7:30am to 4pm

Entry Fee $90 
Plus $10 Big Bass • 6 Fish Limit

• Obey DNR Rules
• No Live Bait

• One Big Bass
  Weighed Per Boat
• Complete Rules 

Given At The Event

Big Bass Pays 2 Places
Based On The Number Of Teams

• Houseboat Rentals
• Pontoon Rentals 
• Fishing Boat Rentals
• Seasonal & Transient
   Mooring Slips
• Dinner Cruiseswww.suttonlakemarina.com

(304) 765-2120
Live Bait - Pizza & Snacks - Boating Equipment - Outboard Mechanic

The Place For Summer Fun..... Bee Run Recreational Area
Take Exit 67 Off I-79 • Flatwoods, WV - Follow Signs

Enter With Cash At 
The Ramp - No Late Fees

Regisrtation Begins At 
6:30am

OCTOBER
18

scale at 6 pounds, 5 ounces, good 
for second place, a $1,500 scholar-
ship and $200 Cabela’s gift card. 
White was declared the winner.
  “This is just amazing,” White 
says of the win. “I don’t know how 
many prayers I’ve said about it.”
Top 6
1. Tyler White, Oak Hill, W.Va., 
5 bass, 11-04, $2,500 scholarship 
plus $250 gift card
2. Hunter Young, Melbourne, Ky., 
5 bass, 6-05, $1,500 scholarship 
plus $200 Cabela’s gift card
3. Max Dispoto, Watertown, Conn., 
3 bass, 4-14, $750 scholarship plus 
$200 Cabela’s gift card
4. Colby Miller, Elmer, La., 4 bass, 
4-05, $325 scholarship plus $100 
Cabela’s gift card
5. Brayden Liebe, Kelso, Wash., 2 
bass, 2-06, $250 scholarship plus 
$100 Cabela’s gift card
6. Maxwell Trotter, Decatur, Ill., 2 
bass, 2-00, $200 scholarship plus 
$100 Cabela’s gift card
   For complete results, visit bassfed-
eration.com.

More Info
  A total of 21 bass weighing 31 
pounds, 2 ounces crossed the stage 
at the Clarion Resort on day two. 
Adding to the excitement, all Junior 
World Championship contestants 
participated in a champions’ pre-
sentation and parade on the FLW 
main stage prior to Saturday’s For-
rest Wood Cup weigh-in at Bank of 
the Ozarks Arena in Hot Springs, 
Ark.
  The no-entry-fee TBF Junior 
World Championship is produced 

by a partnership between The Bass 
Federation and FLW. For details, 
contact TBF National Headquar-
ters at 580.765.9031.

TEXT
Your Game

And Fish Pics
From 2015

304-482-7217



103 North Maple St.
ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg

And Clarksburg

90 Day
Lay-Away
20% Down

Weatherby • Browning • Kimber • Cooper
 Ruger • Remington • Winchester

Thompson Center • Glock • Springfi eld 
 S&W • Walther • Taurus & More

Reloading • Scopes • Ammo
Holsters • Knives

Large Selection Of 22 Ammo
Clothing & More

Buy  
Sell  

Trade  

We Accept 
Major Credit 

Cards

11-6 Mon to Sat

Stop By Our Store OR Shop Online With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You - www.doddsports.com

Huge Selection Of Leupold

Reloading

Crossbows

Clothing
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OLD & NEW SPORTS
JACKSON COUNTY’S

OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY • SELL
TRADE • PAWN

813 Washington St.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5855

Rods • Reels & Tackle For:
Bass • Musky • Crappie
Trout • Catfi sh & More

We Do Gun Transfers

Large Selection
LIVE BAIT

GAME CHECKING
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

TRAPPING SUPPLIES

Bows
 Arrows

RIFLES•SHOTGUNS
PISTOLS•AMMO

OLD & NEW SPORTS
JACKSON COUNTY’S

OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY • SELL
TRADE • PAWN

813 Washington St.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5855

Rods • Reels & Tackle For:
Bass • Musky • Crappie
Trout • Catfi sh & More

We Do Gun Transfers
Large Selection

LIVE BAIT

GAME CHECKING
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION

IN STOCK

May 2013 ~ Page 19

New Fishing Tackle In Stock!

TRAPPING SUPPLIES

Bows
 Arrows

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV  26447 
 phone:  304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379 

email:  info@hillbillyhavenwv.com 
website:  www.hillbillyhavenwv.com 

First-class vacation cabins conveniently 
located one mile off Interstate 79, Exit 91, 
one mile south on US 19 toward lake 

Call or visit website for rates, additional 
information, and policies.  A 50% deposit is 
required for reservations.  Major credit 
cards are accepted. 

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just  
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort 

Hi l l b i l l y  Haven  Log  Ca b in  Ren ta l s 

 Recently built log cabins are exceptionally 
clean and beautifully decorated to be your 
home away from home 

 Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and 
safe environment 

 Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleep two 
 Four person cabins have full bed 

downstairs and two twin beds in loft 
 Six person cabins have king or queen bed 

and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub, 
dishwasher, and washer and dryer 

 Eight person cabins have four bedrooms, 
two baths, and an eight person hot tub 

 Accessible cabin available 
 Fully equipped kitchen with dishes, 

cookware, refrigerator, microwave, 
toaster, and coffee maker 

 Satellite tv and dvd player 
 Gas log fireplace and air conditioning 
 Full bath with shower  
 Linens and other amenities provided 
 Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked 

ponds, playground, and horseshoe pits 
 Convenience store onsite with gift shop, WV 

souvenirs, and many unique hillbilly gifts  
 Open 365 days a year 
 Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and 

Arnold Palmer Signature Golf Course, and 
2,650 acre Stonewall 
Jackson Lake with 
all types of water 
recreation, fishing, 
and hunting, just 
two minutes away 

Forrest Elmore used a bow in Lo-
gan Co. for this awesome buck.

Illegal Swimming

Large Selection Of AR’s
Tactical Rifl es - Starting At $799

GRAFTON, W.Va. – The West Vir-
ginia Division of Natural Resourc-
es (DNR) announces that swim-
ming from the shoreline of Tygart 
Lake on the Pleasant Creek Wild-
life Management Area (WMA) is 
prohibited by regulations govern-
ing public use of Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas (§58-70-2.11). This 
regulation will be strictly enforced 
beginning immediately, accord-
ing to Curtis I. Taylor, Chief of the 
Wildlife Resources Section and 
Colonel Dave Murphy, Chief of the 
Law Enforcement Section.
 “Illegal swimming and associated 

parking of vehicles has negatively 
impacted the launching and park-
ing of boat trailers using the boat 
ramp on Pleasant Creek WMA,” 
Taylor said. “This illegal swim-
ming has also created serious pub-
lic safety concerns; therefore, strict 
enforcement of the no swimming 
regulation is necessary.”

   The DNR Parks and Recreation 
Section plans to reopen the public 
swimming area at Tygart Lake State 
Park in 2014. This will provide the 
public with safe and convenient 
shoreline swimming opportunities 
on Tygart Lake. In addition, swim-
ming from boats and other water-
craft is permissible now.

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION

IN STOCK

These Bluestone Lake fi shermen have big smallmouth & released them.

Lots Of
FISH TACKLE

Constituton Bait & Tackle LIVE
BAIT
Minnows
Goldfish
Leeches
Worms

Bluegills
& More

Abu Garcia • Okuma • Zebco
  Yum • Venom • Bandit  

Gamakatsu • Berkley • Zoom

740-373-3096

Intersection Of St. Rt. 7 & Co. Rd. 3 - Constitution, Ohio
Sept/Oct 2015 ~ Page 10

Large Selection Of

Crossbows & Accessories

NEW 2016  Boats
In Stock Now

Great Outdoors Marine
I-64 Exit 8 - 4 Miles South

HUNTINGTON,WV
(304) 525-4556

www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com

2015 Boats
ON SALE



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline
 • Food • Live Bait • Minnows & More

• Fishing Tackle • Musky Lures

Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
5am-8pm Fr

7am-8pm Sat
7am-5pm Sun

GUNS
In Stock

Or Ordered
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Safe
Showroom

LIVE
BAIT

Dean Forshey hooked a 40 pound 
Ohio River paddlefish.  

Doug Wooten used a bow to get a 
large Asian carp in the Ohio River.

and Country Store

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
1 1/2  Miles On The Right

Broken Wheel Campground
Fishing & Hunting

Supplies

304-269-6097

Gifts - Game Room - Playground
Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

I-79  Exit 96
Weston, WV

Mitch Blake reeled in a large musky 
in Lewis County..  

CONCEALED CARRY
PERMIT CLASSES

• Private Gun Range
• New Classes Forming

MUZZLELOADING SPECIALISTS
State Route 14

Williamstown , WV
304-375-7842

Tue-Fri 10-6, Sat. 10-5

 Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns
MUZZLELOADERS

Numerous In Stock
Lots of Specialty Products

Kits • Parts • Supplies

Order Online For
Muzzleloader Supplies
www.cainsoutdoor.com

www.facebook.com/cainsoutdoor

CROSSBOWS



BULLS      EYE OUTDOORS 

RIFLES - SHOTGUNS - HENRY TRIBUTE GUNS

LARGE SELECTION OF PISTOLS

A.Uberti - History Repeats Itself HOLSTERS & GUN CASES

Open:
Mon - Fri

11 - 6
Sat

11 - 5

1255 1/2 Gihon Road   Parkersburg, WV     304-422-2666      BullseyeOutdoors@yahoo.com

Safes • American Security & Gardall
Fishing Tackle • Bass Fishing Equipment

Hats • T-Shirts
Holters & Gun Cases
Lots Of Ammunition

Crossbows • Parker & Ten Point

Concealed Carry Classes
Cody Miller - NRA Certified Instructor

Call Or Email For Schedule

We Aim
To Please

Sept/Oct. 2015 ~ Page 12

Exact Replica Firearms From The Past
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THE BOW SHOP
HOYT • MATHEWS • DIAMOND • BOWTECH • MISSION • STROTHERS

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

Crossbows - Many Brands Available

304-622-8440 Open 10AM to 9PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat. & Sun.  

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Across RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV
Harold Cogar, Owner

50 Yard Shot
INDOOR RANGE

OPEN NOW

NEW BOW TUNING
PRO SHOP

Jon Boats

Canoes

Paddle Boats

Kayaks

MOUNTWOOD LAKE CONCESSIONS & MARINA
HOT & COLD FOOD  •  COLD DRINKS  •  NACHOS  •  SNACKS  •  ICE • MORE

Fishing Rod Rental  •  $9 Per Hour Rental On All Watercraft  •  Putt Putt Golf

Mountwood Park consists of over
2,600 acres.  A 50 acre lake offers 

fishing & water activities.  There is a 50 
mile hiking, biking & horseback trail.

Located 12 Miles East of 
Parkersburg, WV On Route 50

304-989-6075

Open Wednesday - Sunday
11am to 8pm

Open All Holidays

www.mountwoodpark.org

Closing In Mid-October

Chris Coyner landed a nice 41” Elk River musky and released it.
Young Chelsea Owens got an 8 
point  with a muzzleloader.



Route 95  5 Miles From I77
   PARKERSBURG, WV 

304-861-0449
1-866-266-6855

dsd_kawasaki@hotmail.com

SEE US AT www.dsdkawasaki.com
OR LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

ATV’S, SIDE BY SIDES, 
DIRT BIKES.....CALL!

WE GOT ‘EM!!!

Genuine Skooter

$

$

$

$

WALT’S

PAWN

MART

SPORT &

BUY - SELL - TRADE
CASH    304-997-8883   LOANS

Located by WalMart in Weston
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LOGAN, W.Va. – As part of its new 
elk reintroduction plan for south-
ern West Virginia, the West Virgin-
ia Division of Natural Resources 
(DNR) has announced leases of 
nearly 9,000 acres in Logan and 
McDowell counties that will be a 
major part of the new “elk zone.” 
The announcement was made by 
DNR Director Bob Fala Sept. 11 at 
Chief Logan Lodge during a recep-
tion for many of the organizations 
and individuals who have played a 

New Land Aquisitions For Elk in WV

Caden Clendenin, from Upper 
Glade,caught a 42” catfish.

major part in the elk program.  In 
particular, Ecosystem Investment 
Partners (EIP), the lessor of the 
property, was thanked.
   In McDowell County, 4,500 acres 
will adjoin the existing Tug Fork 
Wildlife Management area, which 
already covers 2,266 acres between 
Iaeger and Welch. Additionally, 
4,300 acres has been leased near 
Holden in the west-central part of 
Logan County and has been named 
“the Tomblin Wildlife Management 
Area” after Gov. Earl Ray Tomb-
lin, a Logan County native who has 

made the elk reintroduction a prior-
ity of his administration.
 “The Tomblin WMA will be 
managed by the DNR in coopera-
tion with EIP,” Director Fala said. 
“Though the area is in the typically 
steep, rugged terrain of southern 
West Virginia, it is unique in that 
most of the ridge-tops have been 
surface mined and reclaimed to 
‘wildlife habitat,’ most recently by 
Alpha Natural Resources.
  “The combination of mined moun-
tain tops and forested valleys cre-

continue to the next page
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NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loan

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-NOON

Stutler’s
Furs, Hides, Roots & Herbs

(304) 354-9038

3047 Little Creek Rd.

CRESTON, WV

Call For
Current Prices

~ WANTED ~
Game Photos From 2015 

Send In Your Photo (or email)  
Deer (big bucks - no does), Bear or Other Game

Animals Taken During The 2015 Season.

Email  Text  Mail
To This Magazine.
W.Va. Sportsman

P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV  26105

wvasport@gmail.com
Text - 304-482-7217

Name______________________________________________

Address____________________________________________

City_______________________________________________

State_____________   Zip_____________________________

Animal____________________________    Deer Points_____

County_______________________________Gun___Bow___ PHOTOS WILL
BE RETURNED

Have your photo published
in this magazine this year.

Clip out and Mail In No DOES! It’s FREE

W. Va. Sportsman
Now On Facebook

Darren & Brent Kennedy, from 
Brenton, are with a 2014 deer..  

creates a mosaic of mixed habitat 
types which already serves as home 
to a wide variety of wildlife spe-
cies. It will serve as a great place 
to host an elk population. Its entry 
into WMA status will ensure that 
the public will have the opportuni-
ty to enjoy all that it has to offer.”
  Fala says the properties are under 
long-term leases from Ecosystem 
Investment Partners and may even-
tually be purchased by the DNR to 
ensure that the public will have ac-
cess long after the elk reintroduc-
tion program is put into effect.
  Fala also reported that nego-

tiations are still underway with 
Kentucky to import some of their 
healthy elk herd at the earliest op-
portunity, perhaps as early as this 
winter. In the meantime, DNR is 
working with the Rocky Mountain 
Elk Foundation, which is provid-
ing more than $97,000 in grants, 
to prepare facilities and provide 
equipment and training for DNR 
wildlife staff to handle and manage 
the elk when they arrive.

www.wvasportsman.net



3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE
Located On Larkmead Rd

Parkersburg, WV    304-863-6962

Parker

BOONE’S BOW SHOPBOONE’S BOW SHOP
•Archery Shoots

•Leagues
•Group

Discounts
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BEAR

Get Ready For Hunting Season With Our Large Selection Of

New and Used Guns

Franchi
Benelli

Glock
Kimber

Gold - Platinum - Silver - Jewelry - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Safes - And More!

Leupold - Zeiss Scopes

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans                             Lay-Aways Available

Two Locations To Serve Your Needs
515 Division St.

Parkersburg, WV
304-428-7298

3408 Dudley Av. 
Parkersburg, WV
304-428-7296

3410 Emerson Av.

Now Handling
Reloading 
Supplies

MISSION

Tony McCumber reeled in a huge  
largemouth bass.

Jarrett Allender hooked a real large 
crappie.  Photo courtesy of Broken Wheel 
Campground in Weston..

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
– Several small game seasons are 
about to open for West Virginia 
hunters and trappers.
   The statewide squirrel hunting 
season opens Sept. 12, 2015 and 
runs through Jan. 31, 2016. The 
daily bag limit is six squirrels. This 
fall, hunters should experience 
good numbers of squirrels due to 
the excellent hard mast produc-
tion in 2014 which resulted in an 
increase in squirrel productivity in 
2015 as well as excellent winter 
survival. Hunters should focus on 
areas with beech or hickory early 
in the season because they are fa-
vored food sources. For additional 
information on mast conditions, 
hunters should consult the DNR’s 
2015 Annual Mast Survey which 
will be available around the fi rst of 
October.
 Ruffed grouse hunting season 
opens Oct. 17, 2015 and will run 
through Feb. 29, 2016. Grouse 
hunters should seek heavily har-
vested forested stands which exhib-
it dense woody growth, preferably 
with soft mast producing trees like 
dogwood, hawthorn and sassafras, 
as well as vines such as wild grape. 
The daily bag limit is four grouse.
  Raccoon hunting season will be-
gin Oct. 17, 2015 and run through 

Small Game
Seasons Open
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GLADY FORK ARCHERY
Bowtech • Diamond • Elite • Alpine

Bowtuning - Custom Arrows – Accessories
Guns • Ammo – Scopes – Targets

33 Years
Experience

Visa  
Mastercard  
Discover 
Accepted

2539 Glady Fork Road
3.8 Miles Off I-79 Exit 96 - Turn Left

WESTON, WV    304-269-6292

Mon-Fri-Sat
10-5

Tue-Wed-Thur
3-9

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING
* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 

LAND FOR SALE

170 Acres
Barbour County

Small Timber
Electric/City Water

$160,000
304-265-0026

Jake Sprouse landed a huge flat-
head catfish..  

COOPER’S
CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV
Complete Hookups
It’s Our 37th Year!
304-227-4219

A nice North Bend Lake was 
caught.  Photo courtesy of Bait Shack in 
Harrisville.

Feb. 29, 2016. Hunters with hounds 
should experience success hunting 
near favored food sources. The 
daily bag limit is four raccoon per 
hunter or group of hunters.
  Cottontail rabbit hunting season 
will run from Nov. 7, 2015, through 
Feb. 29, 2016, and the daily bag 
limit is five rabbits. Hunters should 
concentrate their efforts in agricul-
tural areas where old field habitat 
dominates the landscape. Rab-
bit populations are expected to be 
good as a result of the better than 
average rainfall this summer and 
the associated increase in food and 

cover this year.
  Hunting seasons for snowshoe 
hare, bobwhite quail, bobcat, red 
fox, and gray fox will open Nov. 
7, 2015. Hunters should check the 
regulations for specific closing 
dates for each species and associ-
ated bag limits. Red and gray fox 
night hunting will begin Jan. 1, 
2016 and will run through Feb. 29, 
2016.
   Trapping seasons for red fox, 
gray fox, raccoon, mink, muskrat, 
coyote, skunk, opossum and weasel 
will open Nov. 7, 2015 and close 
Feb. 29, 2016. Furbearer popula-
tions are expected to be good this 
fall. Trappers are reminded that if 
they are planning to trap on a wild-
life management area or state for-
est, they will need to obtain an area 
trapping permit from the appropri-
ate DNR district wildlife biologist.
   Trapping season for bobcat, fish-
er, beaver and otter will open Nov. 
7, 2015, and will have varying 
closing dates depending on the spe-
cies. Keep in mind that you must 
electronically register these species 
within 30 days of the close of the 
season for each species.
   Good luck this season.



2016 Boats In Stock
Great Selection Of Quality Used Boats

Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available
Pontoon & Pleasure Boats

#1 In District Total Horsepower Dealer

G3 PONTOON G3 Pontoons
G3 Aluminum Bass Boats

Glastron
Pleasure Boats

Wright’s Riverside 
Marine

Rt. 2  South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

www.wrightsriversidemarine.com

Certified
Service

Department
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Young Samuel Franco caught a cat-
fish at the Winfield Locks.  

Chance Pickens, from Parkersburg, 
landed a New River smallmouh.

Electro Gloves Donated
SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. - 
The Trooper Eric Workman Foun-
dation recently provided gifts to 
the West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources Wildlife Resources 
Section (WVDNR) to honor the 
life of the late Eric Workman and 
his dedication to fish and fishing in 
West Virginia. The Foundation pur-
chased minnows used for muskel-

lunge production in the state’s fish 
hatcheries and Smith-Root electro 
anesthesia gloves to help safely 
handle large fish like muskies.   
   West Virginia State Trooper 
Workman and Corporal Marshall 
Bailey tragically were lost in the 
line of duty in 2012. Trooper Work-
man was an avid and accomplished 
angler and the Foundation works 
to support fishing and fisheries 
management work in the state. The 
Foundation also promotes drug-
free awareness and supports local 
educational scholarships.
  “We appreciation the gifts from 
the Foundation and look forward to 
future cooperative projects in Eric 
Workman’s name and honor,” said 
Bret Preston, WVDNR assistant 
chief for warmwater fisheries.

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman
Details On Page 3



CLARK’S SMOKEHOUSE TAXIDERMY

SALT CURING & SMOKING 
YOUR WILD GAME MEATS

DEER HAMS - $45
WHITETAIL SHOULDER $425

WITH ONE HAM $450

WE DO NOT SELL WILD GAME 
HAMS.WE CURE MEAT THAT 
YOU BRING TO US.  PLEASE 
BRING PERTINENT INFO IF 
NECESSARY.  GAME TAG 

OR TAG NUMBER,  ALONG 
WITH WHERE YOUR BEAST 

WAS CHECKED IN AND DATE 
CHECKED IN.

ASK ABOUT MY
WIFE’S FANCY

PINAPPLE BROWN
SUGAR SIDES. SOLD

BY THE PINT & QUART

THANKS, shoot straight. We’ll see you soon!

ALL PRODUCTS
Paid in full at time of drop off.

CASH ONLY

YOU’LL BE AMAZED
AT HOW GOOD

THESE MEATS ARE.

Whitetail - Bear - Wild Boar - Antelope - Moose
304-679-3915

The West Virginia State Legislature took action earlier this year to legalize the use of crossbows during big 
game firearms seasons. They also instructed the Division of Natural Resources to establish a separate crossbow 
hunting season and identify those game species that could be hunted during this crossbow season. The follow-
ing points are provided for your information and should serve to clarify the new crossbow hunting opportunities 
available during the fall 2015 hunting seasons.
Crossbow Hunting during Archery Seasons
• The Natural Resources Commission established a separate crossbow season that will run concurrent with the 
various archery seasons. Game species may be taken with a crossbow during their respective open archery sea-
sons.
• Hunters must be properly licensed to hunt with a crossbow during the respective archery seasons. Depending 
upon the game species being hunted with a crossbow, a hunter will be required to possess the required licenses 
and stamps (e.g., base license, species-specific stamps and additional species-specific stamps).
• Game species harvested with a crossbow shall apply to the archery bag limit restrictions for that species (e.g., 
a properly licensed hunter may harvest no more than 3 deer with a crossbow or bow during the concurrent 
crossbow and archery deer season.).
• Resident hunters may harvest one deer on a base license (X, XJ, A plus CS plus BG, Lifetime, etc.) and up to 
two more deer if they have purchased two RB stamps.
• Nonresident hunters may harvest one deer after they have purchased the appropriate license combination (E 
plus CS/LE plus UU, XXJ, etc.) and up to two more deer if they have purchased two RRB stamps.
• Crossbows may not be used to hunt deer in Logan, Mingo, McDowell or Wyoming counties during the archery 
season; however, Class Y/YY license holders may still use crossbows in these counties during the archery sea-
sons.
• Crossbows may be used during special deer hunts (e.g., urban, homeowner associations, state parks, etc.). 
Entities conducting these special deer hunts are allowed to establish more restrictive rules; therefore, they may 
limit the use of crossbows.
• Existing crossbow specifications (i.e., draw weight, safety, etc.) still apply.
• Big game harvests must be checked using the electronic game checking system and identify the crossbow as 
the weapon used.
Crossbow Hunting during Big Game Firearms Seasons
• The West Virginia State Legislature legalized the use of crossbows during big game (i.e., deer, bear, wild boar 
and wild turkey) firearms seasons.
• Hunters must be properly licensed to hunt with a crossbow during the respective big game firearms seasons. 
Depending upon the game species being hunted with a crossbow, a hunter will be required to possess the re-
quired licenses and stamps (e.g., base license, species-specific stamps and additional species-specific stamps).

CROSSBOWS NOW LEGAL IN WV FACTS
Chris Steele landed a nice musky 
in Jackson County.
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• A/C
• TV - DVD
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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Gary Wendell, from Charleston, 
caught a 47 1/2 “ musky.  

.

Dakota Posey landed a 55 pound 
blue cat.  Photo courtesy of Bel Mead-
ows Fishing Preserve near Lost Creek.

LARGE FISH - PAY LAKE

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

Low Rates
25 Years In Business

• Ad Rates Are On Page 3
• Reach Interested Customers
• Also FREE On The Internet
• Call 304-482-7217

Bel Meadows
Fishing Preserve

304-626-0912

                             No Fishing License Required   

 Trout 1st Weekend In October!
  

 Hours: Noon to Dark Saturday & Sunday
Fee per fishing pole.  Open to the public.

Must keep all trout caught.  They are $3.50 per pound.
Catsfish Tournaments Saturday Night Until 10-18 -15

3 Ponds

Catfish Season Runs To The Middle Of October

TAGGED FISH JACKPOTS
FAMILY FRIENDLY - NO ALCOHOL

Located Just Off I-79, Exit 115 (Stonewood)
To Stevens/Hastings Run (Right)

Follow The Signs

1992 Stevens Run Rd.

LOST CREEK, WV

Catfish - Bass 
Bluegill Later On
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PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Remington • Winchester • Weatherby • Browning • Rossi 

Kimber • T-C Encore • Traditions • CVA • Thompson Center
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514 Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

Mathews • G5
Bear • PSE • Mission

Parker

BOW
SHOP

Hunting
Boots

Gun Cases

BUY • TRADE • PAWN
Guns • Pistols • Bows • Knives
Safes • Fishing Rods & Reels

Tackle • Camo Clothing • Scents
Gortex Clothing • Dog Supplies

Trapping • Custom Arrows • More
Crossbows: Parker - Mission - Excaliber

BOOTS BY: LaCrosse - Rocky - Georgia 
 Browning - Matterhorn - Irsih Setter - Danner

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

Liberty &
Heritage Safes

Fishing Boats 

Michaael Anthony Gill hooked a 
nice largemouth on the New River.  
Photo courtesy of the PC Bait&Tackle in 
Hinton.

Ronnie Williams landed a nice 
Kanawha River flathead.

Bill Williams, from Mineralwells, 
caught a 15 1/2” crappie. 

25th Year Anniversary
Over 3 Million Printed
1 Million Miles Driven

W. Va. Sportsman
• Ad Rates On Page 3 • FREE Online

www.wvasportsman.net



ANDERSON OUTDOORS
Muzzleloaders • Trapping • Blinds • Stands

Dog Supplies • Bub’s Nite Timer
Predator • Nite Lite • Garmin • Tri-Tronics
Valley Creek • Army Surplus • Lucky Buck

Boots By: Pro Line • Ranger
 Winchester • Lacrosse

10AM to 7PM
Mon Tue Thu Fri Sat
10am to 5pm Wed

Closed Sunday

ANDERSON OUTDOORS

RIFLES
SHOTGUNS

PISTOLS

AMMUNITION
ARCHERY

BEAR
WINCHESTER

MARTIN

LADIES HANDBAGS & CAMO
Camo Clothing: Yukon • Country Life
Moon Shine • Muddy Girl • Browning

Martin • Bear • Winchester 
Crossbows • Custom Arrows 

Rods & Reels • Tackle 
 Trout Bait • Knives

Hillbilly Proud
Scopes • Binoculars

GAME CHECKING

242 South Kanahwa St.
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-460-2317

“Everything You Need For Your Next Outdoor Adventure”
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THE LEATHER SHOP

FLEA MARKET BOOTH 132
• WILL CUTOM FIT FULL-GRAIN 
LEATHER BELTS (CUT TO SIZE)

• LEATHER CHAIN WALLETS
• NYLON GUN HOLSTERS

• ELECTRIC TOUCH OIL LAMP
• 3’X5’ FLAGS $10 
EACH 2 FOR $15

FRI - SAT - SUN
jpetrel@suddenlink.net
At The Flea Market

41300 Laurel Cliff Road
POMEROY, OHIOCody Hicks caught & released a 52” Stonewall Jackson Lakea musky.

TEXT Outdoor Fish & Game Pics    304-482-7217
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Mike Wilson went to Calhoun 
County for a good gobbler.

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

CUSTOM ARROWS

 $79.95 Doz.  Gold Tip Carbon 
 

One Block Off Main Street

34 Rebecca Street
SHINNSTON,WV

304-592-1302
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

continue to the next page

• For All Your Fishing Needs
• Guaranteed LIVE Bait
• Rods - Reels - Tackle

TROUT POND ON SITE
Located Between Ellenboro & Harrisville On Rt. 16

1298 Ellenboro Road  Harrisville, WV  26362
304-869-3023  or 304-481-4120 After Hours

Fall Hours In Effect - Call For Details

  As I’m getting everything ready 
for the Toyota Bassmaster Angler 
of the Year Championship set for 
Sturgeon Bay, Sept. 17-20, I’m 
starting to feel a little fall in the air. 
That means cooler weather is just 
around the corner and that’s going 
to bring one of the most exciting 
times of the year for bass fishing.
  We’re starting to get into a transi-
tion when the fish are moving from 
a routine where they spend their 
days holding around structure, to 
a pattern of chasing bait. The fish 
know they’re going to have to fat-
ten up for winter, so fall triggers 
them to feed aggressively.
  This is a really active time of year 
because it’s all about the bait, and 
those baitfish are constantly mov-
ing. Some days they’ll be up shal-
low; some days they’ll be deep; 
some days they’ll be high in the 
water column. They just move 
around.
  This time of year it’s hard to con-
sistently catch them on deep ledges. 
You might catch them one day, but 
the next day you pull up there and 
you don’t get a bite. It’s the same 
thing up shallow.
  Now what makes this such a fun 
time of year is the potential for 
schooling activity. When fish come 
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Bowtech • Diamond • Elite • Alpine

Bowtuning - Custom Arrows – Accessories
Guns • Ammo – Scopes – Targets

33 Years
Experience

Visa  
Mastercard  
Discover 
Accepted

2539 Glady Fork Road
3.8 Miles Off I-79 Exit 96 - Turn Left

WESTON, WV    304-269-6292

Mon-Fri-Sat
10-5

Tue-Wed-Thur
3-9

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING
* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 

~USED PARTS~

ATV and CYCLE
Specialists

New & Used Parts - Most Brands
  Nationwide Salvage Hotline

     (800) 648-5306
BUTCHER BEND ROAD
MINERAL WELLS, WV

304-489-1377
   Mon - Fri 9 to 5:30
     Saturday 9 to 3

We Ship UPS Daily
Buying ATV’s - Any Condition
www.lemonandbarretts.com

Suzuki
Polaris

Credit Cards
Accepted

eration, that industry was worked 
out and regeneration of a different 
forest and community would begin 
again. On June 15, 1963, that new 
economy would become Cass Sce-
nic Railroad, a tourist train. Shay 
No. 4 (and No. 1) departed the de-
pot at 10:30 a.m. with the passen-
gers riding in four converted flat 

 Since then, Cass Scenic Railroad 
State Park has continued to pre-
serve railroad history and commu-
nity. On Saturday, June 15, 2013, 
50 years to the date and hour, Shay 
No. 4 will once again haul its “peo-
ple cargo” up Cheat Mountain to 
Whittaker Station to commemorate 
what has become an icon for the 
Mountain State’s tourism industry 

LAND FOR SALE

170 Acres
Barbour County

Small Timber
Electric/City Water

$160,000
304-265-0026 Chris Shafer landed a 5.5 pound 

smallmouth in late November.  

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (Novem-
ber 07, 2014) - Gov. Earl Ray Tom-
blin today unveiled the third and 
final license plate in a three-part 
series, celebrating West Virginia’s 
native wildlife. Through a collab-
orative effort between the Divi-
sion of Natural Resources (DNR) 
and the Division of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV), West Virginia is now of-
fering the new license plate as an 
alternative standard issuance plate 
option to West Virginia passenger 
vehicle owners. The license plate 
features the image of a black bear 
and her cub looking over Dolly 
Sods in Tucker County.
  “Today’s celebration marks yet 
another exciting opportunity to 
recognize some of the beautiful 
sights West Virginia is known for,” 
Gov. Tomblin said. “Our state is 
home to much more than beautiful 
scenery, it’s also home to abundant 
wildlife whose natural habitats are 
found within our forests, rivers and 
streams. I appreciate this partner-
ship between DMV and DNR and 

their continued effort to showcase 
all of the beauty West Virginia has 
to offer. I look forward to seeing 
these plates on our roads.”
  The black bear license plate is 
the third in a three-part series fea-
turing wildlife native to West Vir-
ginia. Each year, this series of li-
cense plates provides more than 
$300,000 to DNR, and supports a 
variety of wildlife education out-
reach programs. Over the past 20 
years, funds have been used to de-
velop educational wildlife trunks 
for schools, publish numerous 
books and brochures, identify rare 
plants and plant communities, de-
velop wildlife viewing areas, fund 
grants to schools for projects ben-
efiting wildlife, and inventory and 
monitor nongame wildlife species.
   A $15 annual fee added to the cost 
of a license plate will be issued by 
the DNR Wildlife Diversity and 
Natural Heritage programs, re-

sponsible for threatened or endan-
gered species, as well as nongame 
wildlife and their habitats. Images 
for the three plate series were de-
veloped from paintings by the late 
DNR wildlife biologist Tom Allen.
   Customers may exchange their 
current license plate at any DMV 
regional office or by mail at the 
time of renewal. They can also ex-
change their plate at any other time 
for a pro-rated registration fee. For 
more information on West Virginia 
license plates, call 1-800-642-9066 
or click here.

Black Bear License Plate

Fall Bass Fishing Baits
up busting, they’re obviously feed-
ing but these opportunities can 
come and go quickly.
  I like to stay ready for this school-
ing activity by keeping a few par-
ticular baits on my deck this time 
of year.
Topwater
   First and foremost is a One 
Knocker spook in the Lemon Shad 
color. When you see them school-
ing or chasing, this topwater pre-
sentation is almost always going to 
get their attention.
  I always have this bait lying on 
my front deck. I may only make 10 
casts with it a day, but the time it 
takes you to pull that rod out of the 
rod locker, or tie on a topwater, is 
time that you’ve wasted.
  When they come to the top, they’re 
easiest to see, but once they’re 
done, they kinda get a little harder 
to catch.
  You’ll often see them breaking, 
but you have to keep an eye out 
for the birds. When you’re a far-
ther distance away, you may not 
be able to see them breaking, but 
if you see birds diving, you know 
that the bass are driving baitfish to 
the surface.
  If I’m fishing and I see birds div-
ing, I’ll pull up the trolling mo-
tor and take off immediately. You 



MID - STATE MARINA
Route 19 North

Sutton,wv
Phone:  (304) 765-7325   (800) 640-7329

Honda
Yamaha 
Can-Am

ATV’s                    Motorcycles            

Rt. 33 East
Buckhannon, WV

304-472-4824
www.supersmittys.com
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IT’S BOAT SEASON AT MID-STATE MARINA

G3
Aluminum

SPENCER'S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745
OVER 39 YEARS
 EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN,WV
ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE
FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

44

Young Wyatt Young went to Tyler 
County for a 7 pointe..

Parker’s Safe Sales
80 to 90
In Stock

In Home Delivery - Up or Down
Tri-States Largest Safe Distributor

S & G Certifi ed Locksmith
Since 1958 - New WVU Safes

740-484-4572
Exit 208 I-70  S. on SR 149-2.7 Miles

Belmont, Ohio

 might run over there and not get 
a bite; you might not see anything. 
But you also might run over there 
and spend an hour where you catch 
one on every cast.
Crankbait
  My next pick would be a Bandit 
200. It’s a smaller size bait that will 
get a lot of bites and allow you to 
cover a lot of water. I also like this 
bait’s tight action, which is good 
for medium to clear water. And the 
Bandit’s colors are realistic, so if 
you get in that gin clear water, the 
bait has a convincing appearance.
  I’m going to fi sh that Bandit 200 
on windy banks, and I’m going to 
reel it very fast. This time of year, it 
seems like more speed equals more 
bites – especially when you’re fi sh-
ing for smallmouth.
  I can fi sh quickly and cover the 

water, and if I hit a stretch where 
I catch a few on a crankbait, I can 
always turn around and fi sh it with 
something a little bit slower like 
a jig or a Texas-rigged YUM Bad 
Mama.
Spinnerbait
   A 1/2- to 3/4-ounce Booyah Spin-
nerbait is a great bait for this transi-
tional season. The 1/2-ounce size is 
something I’ll throw down the side 
of docks, around laydowns – just 
shallow water fi shing.
   I’ll keep the 3/4-ounce spinner-
bait tied on for when I need to burn 
a bait (reeling it at high speed) 
maybe a foot or less under the wa-
ter. This can be a very productive 
presentation whenever I’m around 
bait, but the fi sh aren’t busting on 
top.
    The fi sh are aggressive, but since 
they’ll be running around trying to 

catch those shad, you’ll get a lot of 
short strikes. That’s why I always 
use a trailer hook this time of year.
  The key for me is to make the 
longest casts possible and cover a 
lot of water. I’ve caught some re-
ally nice fi sh doing this. It’s a really 
deadly technique for spotted bass 
and smallmouth bass, but I catch 
plenty of largemouth on it too.
  I throw the spinnerbait more in 
windy conditions, but if there’s not 
as much wind I throw the crank-
bait. In any case, this time of year 
it’s about covering a lot of water 
and fi nding those feeding fi sh.

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman
Details On Page 3

www.wvasportsman.net
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1601 Bowne Av
Charleston, WV 25303

(304) 744-3324
www.charlestonmarine.com

BOWS
CROSSBOWS

• Arrows
• Broadheads

DOG SUPPLIES

PSE
Ben Pearson

GREAT VALUES
ON CAMO CLOTHES
• Large Ladies Selection

• Wilderness Dream

TRAPPERS DEN
RECYCLING & SPORTING 

GOODS

6151 WEBSTER RD. (RT. 20)

COWEN, WV
(304) 226-5577

LIVE 
BAIT

TROUT
FISHING

SUPPLIES

Knives • Trail Cams • Scopes 
Ammunition • Fortress Safes • Trapping 

Camping Equipment • Boat Supplies
Deer Attractants • Holsters • Gun Cases

Electronic Game Calls • Rifle Slings
CROSSBOWS: Inferno & Barnette

GENERAC Generators

Rods • Reels • Artificial Baits

LACROSSE & DANNER BOOTS

RECYCLING • Aluminum • Brass
Copper • Ginseng •Yellowroot

GAME CHECKING

Doug and Devon Johnston bagged 
2 nice gobblers this spring.

ROANOKE, W.Va. - If you have 
a legally harvested and mounted 
West Virginia big buck trophy, or if 
you have a trophy fish caught from 
West Virginia waters, it’s wanted 
for the Big Buck/Trophy Fish Dis-
play at West Virginia’s Celebration 
of National Hunting and Fishing 
Day, Sept. 26-27, 2015, at Stone-
wall Resort State Park near Weston 
in Lewis County.
The West Virginia Wildlife Federa-
tion, the West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources (WVDNR) and 
Toyota are seeking hunters who 
own trophy white-tailed bucks that 
were legally taken in West Virginia 
with either bow or gun and have 
a Pope and Young or Boone and 
Crockett score of 140 or greater. 

Trophy Mounts Wanted For Sport Show
They are also seeking fish that 
qualified for a trophy fish citation 
under the WVDNR guidelines.
 “Each year the West Virginia 
Wildlife Federation and the DNR 
showcase these animals that are le-
gally caught and legally harvested 
at the National Hunting and Fish-

ing Day event,” said display or-
ganizers James Walker and Rob 
Silvester, DNR wildlife biologists. 
“The display is a tremendous draw 
to West Virginia’s Celebration of 
National Hunting and Fishing Day, 
attracting thousands of visitors an-
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Hillbilly Hunting Beagles
PKC/AKC/UKC/NKC Pups & Hunting Dogs 

Garmin GPS & Tri - Tronics• Diamond Deluxe  
King • Easy Loader • Vinyl Flooring Wire For Kennels

                       David Dewees (304) 545-3820 
3223 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV  25248

NEW 17 Pitch - 4 Blade
Michigan Brand

Stainless Propeller
       And Hubs

  • Ideal 70 to 135 HP
CALL 304-482-7217
  WILL DELIVER $200

PUPS
Starting $150

Murray’s
Lures & Trapping Supplies

304-275-TRAP
www.murrayslures.com

UPS Service Available
Trapping • Lure Scents • Oils • Urine • Traps • Triggers
Baseplates • T-bar Springs • Links • Trapline Supplies
Trap Holders • Trap Bedder • Trap Tags • Snaring Books
Fleshing Tool • Push Pins • Sure Locks • Boots & Clothing
Game Calling Supplies • Assorted Books • Videos and Much More
Hawbaker • Carman’s • Burkhart’s • Sleepy Creek • Duke • Bridger 
    Call or Visit Our Website - Shipments Will Be Sent UPS

FEDERAL VALLEY
PHEASANT FARM
16171 E. KASLER CR. ROAD

Amesville, Ohio 45711
HUNTING PRESERVE

Season Open
Sept. 1

For Questions and
Reservations

Call: 740-448-6747
Gene and Roseanna Hines

nually.”
   Participation for trophy bucks 
will be limited to the first 30 quali-
fying trophy entries received. As an 
incentive for participation, hunters 
who display their trophy deer at the 
two-day event will be entered into 
an exclusive drawing for several 
valuable prizes.
   Participation for trophy fish will 
be limited to 25 qualifying entries to 
be determined by a selection com-
mittee. No more than five entries 
of any species will be accepted. As 
an incentive for participation, each 
angler who displays his or her tro-
phy fish mount at the two-day event 
will be eligible to win one of five 
$100 gift certificates. Prizes will be 
picked randomly.
  Interested hunters and anglers 
who have qualifying head, antler 
mounts and qualifying fish mounts 
should contact James Walker for 
fish or Rob Silvester for bucks 
at 304-924-6211 between 9 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. weekdays or email 
James.A.Walker@wv.gov or Rob.
A.Silvester@wv.gov  for addition-
al information.

TEXT
Your Game & Fish
Photos From 2015

304-482-7127

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
- The 2015-2016 Hunting and 
Trapping Regulations Summary 
contains an error on page 15 with 
regards to the archery and cross-
bow white-tailed deer maximum 
combined seasons bag limit. In the 
counties listed below, which are 
closed to the antlerless season, the 
maximum combined seasons bag 
limit is two either-sex deer, not 
three deer as printed. Those coun-
ties or parts thereof include:

Boone Mineral (West Portion)
Clay (South of Elk River)  
Pendleton (West Portion)
Fayette (West Portion) 
Raleigh
Greenbrier (North Portion) 
Tucker
Kanawha (South Portion) 
Webster
Mineral (West Portion)  
The Division of Natural Resources 
encourages hunters to refer to pag-
es 22-23 of the Regulations Sum-

mary for maps and descriptions 
of the split counties and regrets 
any inconvenience this error may 
cause. Questions can be directed to 
any DNR district office, the Elkins 
Operations Center or the South 
Charleston office.

Error In The
Game Regulations

www.wvasportsman.net



PC BAIT & TACKLE

PC Bait & Tackle  304-466-1444
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Rifles
Pistols

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms

Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden • Super Duper • Strike King
Berkley • Mepps • Owner • Zoom • Yum • Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn • Zoom • Trout Magnet • Eagle Claw • Daiwa
Cabin Creek • Shakespeare • St. Croix • Zebco • Case
Ugly Stik • Gitzit • Rebel • Heddon • Rapala & More!

     Archery Bows & Supplies • Musky Tackle • Crossbows

250 Greenbrier Drive - HINTON, WV
Greenbrier Chalets

On The Greenbrier River
www.greenbriercabins.com

304-466-3536

Pipestem Country Campgounds
On Rt. 20

www.pipestemcamping.com
304-466-9121
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Jake Sprouse caught and released a 
North Bend Lake musky.  

FriendlyBass & Buck Shop
950 Glen Oak Rd.

Old Route 19
Summersville,WV

304-872-0385
“Supplying the needs for your 

next outdoor adventure”

•  Bear - Parker Crossbow
• Custom Arrows - Technician
• Pistols - Shotguns - Rifles
• Holsters - Trapping Supplies
• Tactical Equipment - Reloading
• Ammo - Scents & Calls
• Air O Soft – Bass Pro Shop
• Outdoor Gifts - Live Bait
• Treestands - Huge Tackle Dept.
• Game Checking & License

Oepn: 9am to 7pm Mon-Sat

New DNR Publication
SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
– Hunting is a West Virginia tra-
dition, but everyone has to start 
somewhere. Many young people 
who would like to get involved 
don’t have anyone to teach them, 
so the Natural Resources Police Of-
ficers of the West Virginia Division 
of Natural Resources have started 
a new “Youth Hunting Program” to 
recruit and increase the number of 
young people participating in wild-
life and hunting activities.
 “We see this new program as 
fulfilling a need to get our state’s 
youngsters outside and to promote 
our state’s hunting heritage,” said 
Col. Jerry Jenkins, chief of the 
WVDNR Law Enforcement Sec-
tion.  The goals of the Youth Hunt-
ing Program are to preserve the 
state’s hunting heritage for present 
and future generations; to promote 
the highest ethical standards in 
hunting; to give the state’s youth an 
initial, positive, safe, educational 
and mentored hunting experience; 
to teach basic skills, values, tech-
niques and responsibilities of hunt-
ing; and to teach participants prac-
tical conservation measures.
  Youth Hunting Program partici-

pants must be 8 to 17 years old 
and complete and submit an ap-
plication. They also are required to 
complete the West Virginia Hunter 
Education Course, have a valid 
West Virginia hunting license (if 
required), and have a completed 
release form signed by a parent 
or guardian. Anyone interested in 
participating in the Youth Hunting 
Program should contact their clos-
est DNR district office for informa-
tion.
  “Youth who enter the program 
will learn how to hunt safely, le-
gally and ethically,” said Col. Jen-
kins. “They also will learn how to 
track and field dress game, appreci-
ate nature firsthand and make new 
friends. .”
   Participants in the Youth Hunting 
Program will get their first opportu-
nity Saturday, Sept. 5, which is the 
statewide, one-day Youth Squirrel 
Season. Future youth hunting days 
for antlerless deer are scheduled 
for Oct. 17, Dec. 26 and Dec. 28. 

For more information, about West 
Virginia’s hunting seasons, refer to 
the 2015-2016 Hunting and Trap-
ping Regulations Summary bro-
chure available at DNR offices, li-
cense vendors and online at www.
wvdnr.gov.



CROSSBOWS
NOW LEGAL 
TO USE IN

WEST
VIRGINIA

IN 51
COUNTIES

LOGAN - MINGO
MCDOWELL & WYOMING

ARE EXCLUDED
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* Areas Largest Stock Of Ammo

* Over 1,000 New Rifles, Pistols & Shotguns In Stock

Sept/Oct 2015 ~ Page 29
OPEN 6:30 AM  Closed Wed & Sun

196 US 33 East,  ELKINS, WV
(304) 636-3430

SPORTING 
GOODS

Every Day Low Price - Hard To Find Guns

 Everyday Low Price

CONCEALED
CARRY CLASSES

Now Offering Classes
Call For Dates & Times

$15900 $19900

Regular NEW Camo

Over 100
In Stock

.380
9mm
.40-SW
.45 ACP

9mm
.40-SW
.45 ACP

Little Badger
.22lr - Sgl. Shot

..22mag Sgl. Shot
.17hmr 16.5” Blk

$189oo

AMMO SALE
30-30
243
270

30-06
$14.99
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RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco

Crossbows: Parker - 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
PSE & MARTIN Bows • Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc

Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane  Exchange

 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun Noon to 5PM

Beverages & Snacks

North Mountain Vacation Rentals
Located Off Rt.28/55 on Smokehole Rd.

                     Near CABINS, WV
                   304-257-5411
                   866-999-2892

www.northmountainrentals.com

                     Near CABINS, WV
                   
                   866-999-2892

www.northmountainrentals.comwww.northmountainrentals.com

Hunters and
Fishermen 
Welcome.

22 North Locust Street

Buckhannon, WV 
26201

(304) 472-4100

Deacon Carmichael landed a big 
bass in Middle Island Creek.  

GUNS

Hannah & Lindeay Steele have a 
nice Jackson County bass.

.  

Candice Anderson went to Canaan 
Valley for a large bass.

Chris Lewis, from Elizabeth, 
hooked a huge largemouth bass..
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Johnny Fields caught a big channel 
catfish at Elk Fork Lake.

Jerry Keen reeled in a nice small-
mouth bass.

Starlin Copper went to Raleigh 
Count for a nice gobbler.  He fanned 
the feathers out nice for a pic.  

MR. CLEAN
Bows - Arrows - Sights - Quivers - Rests 
    Martin • PSE • Quest • Crossbows
  Nite Lite - Hunting Supplies • Live Bait
          305 N. Lewis St. - GLENVILLE, WV  

M-Sat 9-6   304-462-8688 FISHING TACKLE

WV BIG BUCK CONTEST - $5 ENTRY  
100% PAYBACK    ARCHERY AND GUN CONTEST

Freddie Collins went to Burnsville 
Lake for a large musky.
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Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime

27 Years Experience
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Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road

Buckhannon, WV

 Accepting Major Credit Cards

Full Time/Award Winning  Master 
Taxidermist  Rick Dunlap
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235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV  26447 
 phone:  304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379 

email:  info@hillbillyhavenwv.com 
website:  www.hillbillyhavenwv.com 

First-class vacation cabins conveniently 
located one mile off Interstate 79, Exit 91, 
one mile south on US 19 toward lake 

Call or visit website for rates, additional 
information, and policies.  A 50% deposit is 
required for reservations.  Major credit 
cards are accepted. 

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just  
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort 

Hi l l b i l l y  Haven  Log  Ca b in  Ren ta l s 

 Recently built log cabins are exceptionally 
clean and beautifully decorated to be your 
home away from home 

 Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and 
safe environment 

 Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleep two 
 Four person cabins have full bed 

downstairs and two twin beds in loft 
 Six person cabins have king or queen bed 

and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub, 
dishwasher, and washer and dryer 

 Eight person cabins have four bedrooms, 
two baths, and an eight person hot tub 

 Accessible cabin available 
 Fully equipped kitchen with dishes, 

cookware, refrigerator, microwave, 
toaster, and coffee maker 

 Satellite tv and dvd player 
 Gas log fireplace and air conditioning 
 Full bath with shower  
 Linens and other amenities provided 
 Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked 

ponds, playground, and horseshoe pits 
 Convenience store onsite with gift shop, WV 

souvenirs, and many unique hillbilly gifts  
 Open 365 days a year 
 Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and 

Arnold Palmer Signature Golf Course, and 
2,650 acre Stonewall 
Jackson Lake with 
all types of water 
recreation, fishing, 
and hunting, just 
two minutes away 

thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com
Ben Waller trapped a black coyote.

March/April 2014 ~ Page 32

Jarette Allender, from Pennsboro, 
hooked 2 nice walleye.

May/June 2014 ~ Page 32

First class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off interstate 79, Exit 91,
one mile south on US 189 towards lake.

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just two 
minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

Chris Halstead landed a 4 pound 
New River smallmouth.  Photo cour-
tesy of PC Bait & Tackle in Hinton.

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime

27 Years Experience

304-473-0752

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road

Buckhannon, WV

 Accepting Major Credit Cards

Full Time/Award Winning  Master 
Taxidermist  Rick Dunlap

BOWS

CAMO

CROSSBOW

3023 Webster Road
SUMMERSVILLE, WV

304-872-0075
Did you know Crossbow laws have 

changed?  Get to know Lucky’s 
Outdoors.  Along with Mission, 
Stryker, PSE, Carbon Express & 

Excaliber, we also have compound 
bows including Hoyt, Mathews & 
Bowtech.  With a certified archery 
technician and an indoor range, 
Lucky’s Outdoors can serve all 

your bowhunting needs!
We also carry Under Armour, Stika 

hunting gear & Yeti Coolers.

Open:
Tues. to Fri.

12pm to 7pm
Sat. 10am to 8pm

YETI

Large Selection of YETI
Coolers & Products
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Revelle’s Family 
& Shavers Fork
Campgrounds 

U.S. Rt 33  9 Miles East Of

  ELKINS, WV
     Pool At Shavers Fork Campground

   Stocked Trout Fishing Stream
             Cottages & Cabins

350 Camp
Sites

For Reservations:

304-636-0023
1-877-988-2267

P.O. Box 96
Bowden, WV

26254  

continue to the next page

Burnsville DocksBurnsville Docks

FISHING BOAT 
RENTALS

www.burnsvilledocks.com

LARGE
Tackle

Selection

Eakins Jigs
Ardent Reels
Hawg Caller

 Rods & Reels
Yamamoto & More

304-853-2822
~LIVE BAIT~

Gasoline • Marine Supplies
Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

MYER’S
Musky Lures

PONTOON
RENTALS

Closing In Mid-October

WOOD PRODUCTS
Turkey Calls • Porch Swings
Gliders • Chairs • Pet Urns

Big Poster Beds & Night Stand
Replica Antique Lamp Stands
Wooden Crafts • Quilt Racks
Can Send Email Pictures.
Have A Special Request?

304-628-3052   Ask For Jim

Heather Ebert landed a 18 1/2 
pound snook in Florida.  .  

12 Crossbow Tips
  How do you load a crossbow? 
How do you pull its string back? 
What’s the trigger like? Do they 
kick like a rifle? Are they noisy? 
Are they accurate, and at what dis-
tances? Do they have power to kill 
a deer?
  When I first started shooting mod-
ern crossbows several years ago, I 
had no idea what to expect. Like 
many who had never played with 
them, these tools confused me. I had 
seen them on TV, but without ever 
handling one, I wasn’t sure about 
many things. Was I surprised! 
  Instead of an unwieldy, slow, in-
accurate Robin Hood–era weapon, 
modern crossbows are something. 
They’re fast, accurate, and power-
ful enough to take the largest big-
game animals in North America 
cleanly. Modern crossbows are a 
pleasure to shoot, too. But to get 
the most from your crossbow, you 
must understand the basics of how 

to set one up for hunting and how 
to shoot it. Here are 12 tips to make 
you a crossbow-shooting machine 
using a crossbow-and-arrow setup 
designed specifically for hunting 
big game.
  Use high-quality broadheads when 
shooting your crossbow. Generally, 
you get what you pay for.
1. Buy the Best You Can Afford
  There’s a big difference between 
an el cheapo, bargain-basement 
crossbow and a top-of-the-line 
model. Sure, the bargain model 
costs less, but it won’t be built as 
well, be as accurate or reliable, 
and it will fail when the moment 
of truth arrives. You can buy cross-
bow packages that include every-
thing needed to shoot and hunt—a 
crossbow, a few arrows and arrow 
points, a scope sight, a cocking de-
vice and quiver—for between $800 
and $1,500. A good crossbow alone 
costs $300–$1,000, depending on 
the make and model. You get what 
you pay for.
2. Use Enough Draw Weight

  The principal specification that 
distinguishes a hunting crossbow 
from a target model is draw weight. 
Fortunately, most states have taken 
the guesswork out of determining 
what’s sufficient by establishing a 
regulatory minimum. While those 
regulations vary considerably 
across states, the overall range runs 
from 75 to 125 pounds of draw 
weight. With little exception, any 
crossbow in that range should be 
adequate to kill a whitetail deer at 
moderate ranges. Most better-hunt-
ing crossbows are in the range of 
150 to 175 pounds, a few exceed-
ing 200 pounds. Generally, bigger 
is better—or, in this case, faster. 
You can go too heavy, though. And 
at least one state (Ohio) has a maxi-
mum allowable draw weight of 200 
pounds.



CRISS SALES & SERVICE Husqvarna
Shindaiwa & More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

(304)
472-1474
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Advertise Your Business
Statewide in 2015

W. Va. Sportsman
Low Rates

Reach Customers
Details On Page 3

Lazy Acres Mart

Convenience Store • Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies • Souveniers

Game Checking Station • Hardware

            1/2 Mile from
  Audra State Park in WV
  304-472-4279 LIVE BAIT

BRUSHY FORK MART
Brushy Fork Road
Buckhannon, WV

(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)
Gasoline

Diesel
Kerosene

WV Lottery & Powerball

Gas

Fishing Supplies
    Knives - Novelty Items

M-S 6am-12pm   Sun 8am-10pm
          304-472-5132

Live
Bait

Nick & Sabrina Hylton landed a big 
catfish at Brand/s Catfish Pond. 

continue to the next page

3. Shoot a Fast Enough Arrow
  Crossbow and compound bow 
makers continually strive to push 
the speed envelope. You make a 
crossbow faster by increasing its 
draw weight. That’s why point 
No. 2 is so important. How fast is 
fast enough? I like my crossbows 
to shoot a hunting-weight arrow 
with an initial velocity of at least 
300 fps. That will give your ar-
row enough kinetic energy to take 
any big-game animal cleanly and 
will reduce arrow trajectory at lon-
ger ranges, which makes accurate 
shooting easier. Some crossbows 
are beginning to push the 400-fps 
envelope, so look for improve-
ments in this number.
4. Use a Scope Sight
   Some crossbows still come with 
open sights, but you’ll be much 
better served using a scope sight. 
These optical sighting devices make 
accurate shooting much easier. For 
magnification, you can choose from 
just about anything 0X to 5X. In-
side the scope is the reticle, defined 
as some configuration of horizontal 
and vertical crosshairs, though for 
crossbows, it also includes any ob-
ject projected or suspended across 
the field of view. Choices begin 
with a simple, single red dot or 
crosshair. With them, you sight-in 
for a fixed distance, typically 20 
yards, but must compensate for lon-

ger shots by holding higher. Multi-
reticle scopes are the most popular, 
particularly those with three or four 
dots or horizontal crosshairs. The 
top one is sighted in for 20 yards, 
and the next two are fixed at inter-
vals that will be dead-on at 30, 40 
and 50 yards, respectively, on most 
bows.
5. Use Quality Arrows
  Unless your arrows (or bolts) fly 
like laserbeams, you’ll never pre-
cisely hit your targets. Cheap ar-
rows manufactured to sloppy tol-
erances will fly like knuckleballs. 
That’s why you should use only the 
best arrows you can afford that are 
designed specifically for crossbow 
shooting. Many crossbow compa-
nies sell arrows, but they’re made 
by Gold Tip, Easton, and other 
manufacturers. Ensure they have 
a nock designed for crossbows, 
not compound bows, are cut to 
the proper length, and have the 
proper fletches. Carbon and alumi-
num arrows work well, but by far, 
the most rugged and high-tech are 
made from carbon.
  Scopes or open sights? You have 
a choice. The author generally rec-
ommends the use of scopes.
6. Use Quality Broadheads
   The business end of a hunting ar-
row is the broadhead. Many makes, 
models and styles of hunting broad-
heads are available. Here again, the 
most expensive are generally those 
built to the tightest tolerances, have 
the sharpest blades, fly straight and 
true, and have a long track record 

of success. Replaceable-blade and 
mechanical broadhead designs will 
work well for crossbow shooters. 
The mechanical design becomes 
more popular each year. The most 
common weight for a hunting 
broadhead is 100 grains, 125 grains 
a distant second.
7. Take a Rest
   A crossbow is a bit heavy so a 
rest certainly helps steady it. That 
can include using standard rifle-



Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19  Walkersville

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson
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"Business Goes Where Invited -
Stays Where Appreciated"

Colonial Hotel - Motel
Hunters & Fishermen

Welcome
TV & AC                      Free Parking
                                  Center of City304-472-3000

Dalton Cutright, owner

24 N. Kanawha St.
Buckhannon, WV 26201
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LAND FOR SALE
71+ acres hunting property 

southeast of Meigs County, OH
36220 Zion Rd. Rutland 45775

Mineral rights transfer to
buyer.  Property has 3 right of 
ways into it with established

driveway.  Recently surveyed.
Electric & water are available

for building or camper.  Asking
$119,000    Call Or Text

1-740-591-1328

-shooting positions, such as kneel-
ing and sitting, using a set of shoot-
ing sticks or monopod, and using a 
shooting rail in a treestand or shoot-
ing house. I never turn an arrow 
loose from my crossbows without 
taking a rest. When using one, pad 
the crossbow’s forearm with some-
thing soft like your hand, a rolled-
up jacket or a daypack. This will 
help absorb recoil and make pre-
cise sighting easier.
8. Learn Arrow Trajectory
  All arrows fired from a cross-
bow travel downrange in a large 
parabolic arc. Your crosshairs are 
set to hit dead-on at specific dis-
tances, but you’ll often be shooting 
at a deer or other animal between 
these distances. When practicing, 
you’ll soon learn where you must 
place your crosshairs relative to 
the animal to hit at these “tweener” 
ranges. Also, when you understand 
how the arrow arcs, you can arc the 
arrow over tree limbs and other ob-
stacles between you and the game.
9. Use a Rangefinder
  With the click of a button, a mod-

Tim Miller caught a Little Kanawha 
River musky.

Montgomery Kelly got this buck 
last year in Jackson County.

ern laser rangefinder can give you 
the exact distance from you to the 
target—critical information in ac-
curate shooting when you’re lob-
bing an arrow at the target. The best 
laser rangefinders are as reliable as 
the sunrise. My Nikon Archer’s 
Choice even tells me exactly where 
to aim when shooting at steep up-
hill and downhill angles. Priced 
between $250 and $400, they’re 
a lifetime investment that’s worth 
every penny.
   To most novices, crossbow cock-
ing might appear a simple task. But 
for the pros, it’s serious business.
10. Get a Feel for the Trigger
   Every crossbow has a unique trig-
ger. You need to shoot your cross-
bow enough so you know exactly 
when the trigger will send the ar-
row on its way—not “maybe” when 
it will fire. Shoot with and without 
gloves so you know how both feel. 
(They will be different.)
11. Practice in the Field
   The axiom “practice makes per-
fect” certainly applies to crossbow 
shooting. When setup and sighted, 
spend time shooting using a ben-
chrest. Use these sessions to set 
your sights precisely and get a feel 
for the trigger. However, you then 
need to do “specificity training”—
training specifically for the task at 
hand. Move away from the bench 
and practice shots that simulate 
actual hunting conditions. Shoot 
from the kneeling and sitting posi-
tions. Climb into your treestand or 
ground blind and shoot at the same 

angles and distances you anticipate 
for your hunting season. Learn to 
use your shooting sticks or mono-
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UNCLE TOM’S LOANS
BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN

Achery Specialists
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New & Used Guns
Rt. 10 - Cook Parkway

OCEANA, WV
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GAME CHECKING
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WV WILD
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HUNTING
FISHING
CAMPING

Camo Clothing • Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment

Fishing Lures
GAME CHECKING

Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart

506 FIREHOUSE ROAD

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-202-1538

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm  Sun 1pm to 6pm

pod quickly, quietly and effi cient-
ly.
   Whatever the crossbow used and 
no matter what the target, watch 
out for your fi ngers.
12. Maintain String, Rail and Trig-
ger
   A crossbow is a machine, so it 
will need regular maintenance to 
keep on ticking like a fi ne Swiss 
watch. That means you should al-
ways check the string and cables 
for wear. This is very important 
because on a crossbow you have 
direct string-to-rail contact, which 
creates friction and abrasion dur-
ing every shot. At the fi rst sign of 
fraying or abnormal wear, replace 
them. You can reduce the need for 
replacement with regular mainte-
nance. Keep the string, cables and 
center serving clean and well main-
tained after each practice session 
and especially after every trip to 
the fi eld. Lubricate the center serv-
ing. The rails should also be regu-
larly lubed with light machine oil 
after every 100 to 150 shots. The 
rest of the string should be waxed 
with bowstring wax.
   There you have it—12 fantastic 
tips that will greatly improve your 
crossbow shooting. Have fun, shoot 
straight—and stay safe.

Advertise In The
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SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. - 
An early black bear season during 
which hunters can choose whether 
or not to use dogs is underway in 
Logan, McDowell, Mingo and 
Wyoming counties through Sept. 
12, according to Colin Carpenter, 
Black Bear Project leader for the 
West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources.  
   All or parts of 15 counties will be 
open to bear hunting Sept. 19 - 25 
and four counties will be open Oct. 
3 - 9.
   The counties or parts of counties 
open to bear hunting with or with-
out dogs Sept. 19 - 25 include Bar-
bour (east of State route 92), Brax-
ton (east of I – 79), Clay (south 
of Elk River), Grant, Greenbrier, 
Hardy, Monroe (east of U.S. route 

Early Bear Season

Jason Dunlap, from Elaner, cught a 
nice rainbow trout.

219), Nicholas, Pendleton, Poca-
hontas, Preston, Randolph, Tucker, 
Upshur (east of State route 20), 
and Webster. The counties open for 
bear hunting with or without dogs 
Oct. 3 - 9 include Boone, Fayette, 
Kanawha and Raleigh.
   “Counties open for early bear 
hunting are above their manage-
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JANE LEW MODELS OPEN DAILY 9am-5pm 
800.553.3006  Other Hours by Apt. 304.884.6646  

Located  in the Industrial Park, 1-79 exit 105 
EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE! 

D-Logs 6”x 6”,6”x 8”,8”x 8”     
Log Siding 6”, 8” , 12”  
Douglas Fir Beams   

  Dove Tail Log 6”x 12”  
   T/G 1”x 6”, 2”x 6”  
   Cedar Posts and Railing  

PO BOX 679,  208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV  26378 
Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com    
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Chip Groves used a bow for this 
hoto courtesy of 

Crooked Creek Archery in Williamstown.

stand. Only antlerless deer may 
be taken legally with a rifle during 
Youth Hunting Day. He also alleg-
edly admitted to checking the deer 
in as a bow kill before taking it to 

Keith Lawrence arrowed this wide 
hoto courtesy of Bow-

Over 50 Years 
In Business

GAME CHECKING
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lighter rods, reels and lures to cope 
with the line.
4. Trolling Line
  Trolling line is the type of fishing 
line with natural or artificial baited 
hooks and is trailed by a vessel near 
the surface or at a certain depth .It 
has a controlled sink rate and al-
ways has color coded to reveal how 
deep your lure is running.
5. Fly Line
  Fly line is the type of fishing line 
used for fly fishing. There are four 
main factors involved in choos-
ing the right line, namely fly size, 
the size of the fish you are fishing 
for, wind & temperature and your 
skill.

Another nice catfish was reeled in.  
Photo courtesy of Catfish Paradise near 
Marietta, Ohio.

Brandon Chain, from Millstone, 
shot his 1st squirrel. 

Over 35 Years 
In Business

Gas - Tires 
 Groceries - Hardware

STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33SEARS 

EXXON
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Roberta Hatcher caught a 29 pound 
catfish at a pay lake.

ment objective,” said Carpenter.  
“We need to harvest additional 
bears to achieve our goal. The ben-
efit of early seasons is that bears 
won’t be entering their dens for 
another two or more months, so all 
bears are available to be harvested.
   “Oak mast appears to be less abun-
dant in most areas than in 2014, but 
hickory, beech, and most of the soft 
mast species have done well,” said 
Carpenter. “Bears often feed heav-
ily on soft mast early in the season 
before hard mast becomes avail-
able.  Therefore, hunters who focus 
their efforts near black cherry trees 
that have fruit, abandoned apple 
orchards and autumn olive thickets 
should be able to find bruins.”
   DNR Wildlife Resources Section 
personnel encourage successful 
hunters to submit a premolar tooth 
from each harvested bear to DNR. 
In addition, hunters who harvest a 
female black bear are encouraged 
to save the reproductive tract or all 
the entrails.
   Hunters can get a bear tooth en-
velope at all Wildlife Resources 
Section district offices and the El-
kins Operations Center. Hunters 
with reproductive tracts or entrails 
should keep them cool or freeze 
them and contact their nearest 
Wildlife Resources district office 
to arrange pick-up. 
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DALE RAY
HUNTING PRESERVE

Large Fish & Game Pictures Wanted

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_______________

Fish______________________ Pound______ Oz____

Animal_______________ Gun _____ Bow_____ Pts.__ Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for large fish
& game pics from 2015

E-mail  wvasport@gmail.com

Reese's
Country 

Store

GAS
FOOD
AMMO

HUNTING SUPPLIES
GAME CHECKING
MUSKY PLUGS

Breakfast - Lunch - Deli Items

Just Off U.S. Rt. 50
Near Mountwood Park

Deerwalk, WV

304-679-3502
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NEW BUILDING TIN
8’ - $12 per Sheet
10’ - $14 per Sheet
12’ - $17 per Sheet
14’ - $20 per Sheet
16’ - $23 per Sheet

26
Ga.

All Types of New & Used Steel
Square Tubing & Pipes

RRHAMCO
Rt. 2 Box 484

GRAFTON, WV

304-265-0026

We Buy:
Ginseng 

Copper 
 Brass

Iron • Steel
& Other Metals

WE BUY SCRAP METAL

ragerf@aol.com

FREE ONLINE

www.wvasportsman.net

TEXT
PIC

304-482-7217



10302 Tyler Highway - Rt. 18
 12 Miles Off Rt. 2  Just South Of New Martinsville, WV

MIDDLEBOURNE, WV    304-758-2120
OPEN: TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 10AM TO 8PM

Barnett & Excaliber Crossbows • Diamond Compound Bows • Custom Arrows • Lacrosse Boots
Steel Traps & Scents • Gun Cases & Holsters • Deer Feeders & Scents • Fishing Tackle & Rods - MORE
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Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns
Ammunition 

Over

1,300 Guns
In Stock

Crossbows

Lures Clothing

Traps

Scents

Reloading

Crane
Musky
Lures

Used
Guns

Tyler Outdoor
     Supply
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Superior

Target Your Savings

SuperiorSuperior
The name says it all!  SALES, SERVICE, PARTS

Rt. 50 EAST
PARKERSBURG

304-424-5122
800-478-5884

www.SuperiorAutoWV.com

“Where Customer Care Is A Family Affair”
*Offer Expires on 10/5/15 Finance Offers Subject To Credit Approval

Target In A Great Deal
At Superior Toyota

2016 Toyota Tundra
1.9% APR up to 60 Months*

 $750 Customer Cash
OR

0% APR up to 60 Months*

        T.R. Hathaway says: “ Try A Crossbow For A Buck This Season”
Crossbow Season
Sept. 26 to Dec. 31

RAV4 BLAST
OVER 40 IN STOCK

NEW 2015’s RAV4
Huge selection of colors,

trims and packages
Limited - XLE - LE


