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The weight and length records
for WV musky have been broken
by Lucas King, from Burnsville.
Fishing in the tailwaters below
the dam, Mr. King hooked this
51 pound even musky. It mea-
sured an impressive 55 1/16”.

Aaron Yeager, DNR officer,
planted a chip in the fish and it
was released. The chip is used
to identify the fish if it is caught
again with no added record.
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20 RV Tips And Tricks

Getting started with your new
RV can be daunting. Like any-
thing else in life, it gets easier
with experience.

To give you a head start, we’ve
compiled this list of 20 RV tips
and tricks that are bound to get
you out and safely enjoying RV
life, without having to go through
the experience part. These are
hacks that every camper should
know, regardless of their experi-
ence level.

1. Use an RV departure checklist

There is nothing like getting on
the road and finding out that you
forgot to unplug your shore power

predn S
Young Caden
Fairdale, bagged a nice buck.

COOPER’S

CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV

Complete Hookups
It’s Our 44th Year!

304-227-4219

Cook, from :

cord. There are a lot of things to
remember before you pull out.

A visual checklist, either print-
ed or on your smartphone, will
help to ensure you don’t forget
anything. Print out this free RV
Departure Checklist and keep it
somewhere easy to access.

2. Know the height of your rig

Find out how high your rig is.
Write the height on a label or
piece of masking tape, and put
it on your dashboard. Watch for
low-hanging branches and take
note of the height of overpasses
before you proceed. Use an RV-
safe GPS to make sure you have

Wayne Jones went to Wirt County
for a big 11 point buck.

BOWTECH
DIAMOND

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

COMPLETE BOW SERVCE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS - CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE
CROSSBOWS

.excauser Chelyan, WV
* 10 POINT 304.595.2699

*KILLER
INSTINCT
* RAVIN

Mon-Fri
12:30 to 5pm
Sat
10am to 2pm

Booking Wild
Boar Hunts

a safe route.
3. Level your RV before filling
your freshwater tank.

Leveling your RV before filling

continue to the next page

Clay Hupp, from New Martins-
ville, caught a 32 walleye..

INSURING THE OUTDOORS

KOLLHOFF

Specialized
Business

~ 800-998-6810 n F
wv@gunins.com

Insurance
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RV Center

I-77 N « EXIT 138 e RT 62 S » 304-372-1323
Visit Online For More Details - www.adkinsfamilyrv.com

1350 Ripley Rd. Ripley, WV 25271

your tank will ensure that you are 6. Replace your RV showerhead
really getting a full tank. This trick will help to conserve
4. Mount towel bars (and other water, while still having decent
things) on your walls with exteri- water pressure. The Oxygenics
or grade Gorilla mounting tape showerhead makes it possible to
Exterior grade Gorilla mounting enjoy longer, better showers in
tape adheres to RV walls much the RV.
better than Command strips or 7. Use an Instant Pot Pressure
anything else we’ve found. Cooker
5. Use Command broom holders The Instant Pot pressure cooker
to hold flashlights or wrenches will allow you to make almost ef-
3M Command broom holders are fortless, delicious meals in a lot
great for keeping flashlights and less time than traditional cooking
wrenches handy in your basement methods.

storage areas or inside the RV. You simply put the ingredients
continue to page 7

Brylee Hatcher (14) from Wood Lacie Davenport used a bow in

Co. brought in a 10 point buck.  Braxton County for her fine buck.
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Tournaments

ENTER AT THE RAMP

$100 + $10 Big Bass CASH

6 FISH LIMIT
APRIL3
STONEWALL - VANDALIA RAMP
MAY 15
BURNSVILLE LAKE
MAY 22
STONEWALL - VANDALIA RAMP
JUNE 26
BURNSVILLE LAKE
SEPTEMBER 25
STONEWALL - VANDALIA RAMP

7am to 4pm All Events
Tournament Info: 304-482-7217

Kongersonrs

Ranger/Triton Boat Dealer
Wright’s Riverside Marine
St. Marys, WV
Rt 2 - 304-684-2850




HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

WV’s Largest Tackle Store

Rapala * Molix * X Zone ¢ Keitech ¢ Strike King * Berkely ¢ Storm
13 Fishing * KW * Yamamoto ¢ Yum ¢ Rebel * Bandit * 6th Sense
Bomber ¢ AC Shiner ¢ Jackall * Havoc ¢ Net Bait * Z Man « Gamakatsu
VMC -« Cabin Creek ¢ Bio Bait * Bass Pro ¢ Live Target  AAT
Goggan ¢ Lunkerhunt ¢ Sufix ¢ Lucky Strike ¢ Reaction * KVD ¢ Rage
Zoom * FYAO ¢ Missle * Venom ¢ Gulp * Seagar * P Line * & MORE!

Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories ¢ Clothing

Trapping and much more!
OPEN - 7DaysAWeek

it

RODS: AVORITE - LEW’S
CASHION - BERKLEY
FENWICK - ABU GARCIA

ZEBCO - G LOOMIS - HALO
13 FISHING - ST. CROIX
PENN - DAIWA

LIVE BAIT

Minnows * Worms * Mealworms

SMUTTY DOG - LEOPARDIS CRANE

| - TYRANT - JH BAIT - BITE BACK
JONES - HUGHES RIVER - BOGGS

Just Outside Of Parkersburg COBB'’S - MYERS - LLUNGEN

13520 Emerson Ave. RED OCTOBER - HOTTAIL & MORE
Ohio River Outdoors LLC Williamstown, WV 26187 On RT. 2

9
On Facebook 3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit 304'91 6'1 800
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in, set it, and the Instant Pot takes
it from there. Bonus: You can
vent the Instant Pot outdoors, so
cooking won’t add to the humidi-
ty levels in your RV.

8. Bring a basic tool kit

Be prepared to make minor re-
pairs if you need to by having a
basic tool kit with just the essen-
tials. This includes a screwdriver
or cordless drill, a few different
bits, some screws, an electrical
tester, and wrenches like a torque
wrench.

9. Pack a hairdryer

A hairdryer can be used for more
than just giving you good hair.
You can use a hairdryer to thaw
frozen pipes or to blow warm air
onto cold kindling when lighting
a campfire.

10. Pack some pine cones
What? Pine cones?

Yes! Pine cones aren’t just for
Christmas decor. Pine cones are
also nature’s perfect firestart-
er and readily burst into enough
flames to start kindling when you
put a flame to them.

11. Plan an RV-safe route

Use the RV LIFE App and RV
Trip Wizard to plan your route
and find amazing camping spots
that are perfect for your camping

€©YAMAHA

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

. Motorcycles « UTV « ATV
Service & Sales

BUCKHANNON, W.VA.

US 33 East
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-472-4824

www.supersmittys.com

$ suzuklL

@ GRAVELY

style. Get RV-friendly directions,
read reviews, and find important
campground information, all in
one convenient tool.

12. Turn the propane valve off
before you travel

Traveling with your RV’s pro-
pane valve open is crazy. Our
rolling rigs are subjected to shak-
ing equivalent to an earthquake

HOLLYWOOD ARCHERY WV

3-D ARCHERY SCHEDULE
FEB.20 & MARCH 27
MAY 11BO WORLD QUALIFIER
MAY 14/15 6 STAR CHALLENGE
JULY 3
AUGUST 20 BOWHUNTER CHALLENGE
25 RINEHART TARGETS - IBO SCORING

304-661-1510

Visit Us On
FACEBOOK

191 Hilltop Drive
UNION, WV
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as we travel. This shaking caus-
es many things to loosen or even
come apart, and propane connec-
tions and lines can come apart as

we travel. This definitely presents
continue to the next page

John Chrlstopher landed over 16
Ibs. to win a bass tournament at
Stonecoal Lake. Big bass too.



a fire hazard in your RV.
13. Pack a first aid kit

Be prepared for emergencies
(including the four-legged family
members) by packing a first aid

EXIT 105 OFF |
JANE LEW, WV

Open M-F 5:30AM Lo 5:50PM
1 9AM ta 3EM | CLOSELDR .'-.lllld;‘l:."
Lo

VIEW OUR INVENTORY ONLIN ;
WWW.MYMOUNTAINEERRVSS

kit for both humans and pets.
14. Bring a collapsable storage
tote or two
Collapsible storage totes can

be used to tote campfire supplies
like s’mores ingredients, napkins,
glasses, and beverages, and make
decent impromptu tables to put
campfire essentials on.
15. Bring board games and other
activities for family fun

Board games will help your
family enjoy time indoors if the
weather gets too ugly to play out-
side. Here are a few great board
and card games that you can easi-
ly play in the RV.
16. Pack a pizza stone

A pizza stone will help to even
out the heat in your RV’s propane
oven so you can bake amazing
meals. And of course, you can
always use it to make pizza! Piz-
za stones do break, so be sure to
protect them by wrapping them
for travel.
17. Repurpose your dishwater

When you are boondocking,

your time off-grid and unhooked
will be much better if you don’t
run out of water. Washing and
rinsing dishes uses more water
than anything besides your RV
toilet, so it makes sense to repur-
pose your dishwater. Use a basin
to wash your dishes, and then use
gray water to flush your toilet.
18. Make sure your campfire is
really out before leaving it

Abandoned campfires are one of
the leading causes of forest fires.
Not all of these fires were inten-
tionally left smoldering.

Campfires heat the ground un-

derneath them hot enough to reig-
continue to page 10
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STORE

WWW.TOSFIREARMS.COM
304-655-7600
PIPELINER Guns & More
HUNTING & FISHING SUPPLIES
DEER & ANIMAL FEED
856 Arnoldsburg Road

ARNOLDSBURG, WV

i

Chris Davenport arrowed a nice
Braxton County whitetail.

Young Ryder Barton got an Oth
buck with his family members.



Stop By Our Store
OR Shop Online
With Over 40,000 ltems
We Ship To You

www.doddsports.com
e BUY
sy o SELL -
e TRADE [ "4
* AMMO * SAFES

* CLOTHING  «FISHING

* HANDGUNS + RELOADING
* AIRGUNS * ARCHERY

* CUTLERY * HANDGUNS
* SCOPES * LONG GUNS
* HUNTING * POWDER

* BOATING * OPTICS

Weatherby ¢ Christensen Arms | g
Ruger * Remington ¢ Browning
Winchester ¢ Glock ° Taurus
Thompson Center ° Springfield
And MUCH MORE!

90 Day Lay-Away
20% Down

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg
And Clarksburg

103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200
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gnite anything combustible in
your firepit hours later. No one
wants to be “that guy/girl” so use
lots of water or dirt to thoroughly
smother your campfire when you
are done with it.

As a rule of thumb, you should
be able to put your hand comfort-
ably on the ground in your fire-
place before you leave.

19. Make a headlamp into a lan-
tern

Strap a headlamp (light side in)
to a 1-gallon jug of water to make
a lantern that lights up your camp-
site. Opaque, white jugs work
best for this camping hack.

20. Wash your clothes as you
travel

Put dirty clothes, water, and laun-
dry soap into a five-gallon bucket
with a tight lid. Make sure the
lid is on snug because if it isn’t it
makes a huge mess. Find a place
in your rig where you can make
sure the bucket will stay firmly in
place. If you have a place to se-
cure it, even better.

Every bump you hit and turn

Bill Anderson survied cancer and
was happy to go hunting again.

OLD & NEW SPORTS

JACKSON COUNTY’S . » \ PR
OLDEST SPORT STORE | N o IV!MQ el

BUY ¢ SELL
TRADE » PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION
IN STOCK

Large Selectlon

LIVE BAIT

M-S 9am to 5pm Sun 12 - 5PM

Rods - Reels & Tackle For:
Bass * Musky * Crappie
Trout - Catfish & More

813 Washington St.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

you take will agitate the clothes in
the bucket as you drive, just like
a washing machine does. After
an hour or two of driving, your

clothes will be perfectly clean,
ready to be rinsed and hung to dry
in the fresh air.

Steve Delaney reeled in a large
rainbow trout.

Scott Swink harvested a nice 10
point in Fayette County.
April/May 2022 ~ Page 10



WVDNR Habitat

Restoration
GLADY, W.VA. — More than
2,000 acres of wildlife habitat in
the Monongahela National For-
est is being restored thanks to a
collaborative project between the
West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources and United States For-
est Service.

The work is being done on the
Beaverdam Wildlife Manage-
ment Area in Randolph County
as part of the Beulah Wildlife En-
hancement Project, a major effort
between the WVDNR and US
Forest Service to better manage
the area’s upland game wildlife,
streams and fisheries.

“We’re grateful for the opportu-

FREE ONLINE

www.wvasportsman.net

Back Issues From 2006 On

85 year old Delbert Taylor bagged
a Pleasants County 8 point buck.

304-446-2201

y 71 North Riverside Road

Richmond’s Meadow Creek Hideaway

5 Vacation Rental Units
¢ 2 On The New River
* 3 Nearby The New River

New River Gorge
National Park

Meadow Creek, WV
25977

nity to work on this project with
the Forest Service and with our
game managers to improve the
different types of habitat here,”
said David Thorne, state trout and
stream habitat biologist for the
WVDNR.

The Beulah Wildlife Enhance-
ment Project area covers 2,287
acres of National Forest land in
the West Fork Glady Fork water-

shed.
Habitat improvements include
vegetation diversity enhance-

ment, wildlife opening manage-
ment, timber and wildlife stand
improvement and vernal pool
creation. Fish and wildlife species
that will benefit from the work in-
clude brook trout, ruffed grouse
and American woodcock.
continue to the next page

GUNS

In Stock
Or Ordered

Safe
Showroom

T

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

Open: 7 Days A Week

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
* Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages * Gasoline Musky Lures
* Food
* Fishing Tackle ¢ Crossbows

Ravin - Barnette

Live Bait e Minnows & More
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Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold - Silver - Jewelry - Guns - Electronics - Tools * Archery - And More

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104
(304) 428 PAWN (7296)

www.carlspawnshop.com

INEA

NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

Two Locatons To Serve You

515 Division Street

Parkersburg, WV 26101

(304) 428-7298

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

“Our work is going to benefit
brook trout in the streams all the
way up to the game and non-game
species that call this area home,”
Thorne said.

The area was once timberland
and habitat had degraded over the
years due to logging, railroad op-
erations and grazing.

“We are working along stream

will provide much-needed habi-
tat for upland game species in the
years to come.

“One day, this area will reach a
point where you won’t even know
the land had been disturbed,” he
said.

For more information about the |

banks and above the stream to .

create early successional habitat
and diversity on the landscape,”
said Kaylee Pollander, a wild-
life biologist for the WVDNR.

“We’ve gone through cutting and |

uprooting trees to create wetlands
and young forests that a lot of
species need.”

Thorne said the area is in the
initial stages of revegetation, but

Josh MacHensey hooked and re-
leased a New River musky. Photo
courtesy of Richmond’s Meadow Creek
Hideaway in Meadow Creek.
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WVDNR’s wildlife conservation
efforts, WMAs and other pro-
grams, visit WVdnr.gov.

www.wvasportsman.net

Tony McCumbers caught an early
season largemouth bass.



LONG RANGE SHOOTING SCHOOLS i

e b | _—
LET US HELP YOU DOUBLE YOUR EFFECTIVE RANGE!

The Best of the West is a pioneer in the long range hunting in-  GOST: $399 per person/per day, group rates available
dustry and was the first company to develop long range shooting

systems and optics over a decade ago. DATES: April 18th — May 1st
(one-day courses offered each of these dates)

Attendees will spend time in a classroom setting with a compre-

hensive Powerpoint presentation that integrates actual hunting ) i )
scenarios and video of real-world applications with corresponding LOCATION: This course is hosted by by BOTW Pro Dealers

principles of long range shooting. Trigger Time, I:LGl a.nd held at the Epling Shooting Range in
Reedy, West Virginia

All of that is then applied at the shooting range, where attendees
will experience several BOTW systems featuring the Huskemaw
Advantage.

SPECIFIC TOPICS COVERED IN THE COURSE:

+ |nternal and external ballistics
Shooter/spotter team technique
Wind reading/doping technique
Uphill/downhill angle shooting
Reading the animal’s body language
Shot placement based on species .
«  Preparation/gear for long range hunting Range located on For more info:

Rt. 14 North of Spencer 304-519-2510
at 4178 Reedy, WV www.triggertimellc.com

AMMUNITION AND SHOOTING SYSTEMS ARE PROVIDED!

EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS GIVEN ON BOTW SHOOTING SYSTEMS
AND HUSKEMAW OPTICS FOR ATTENDING THE COURSE.

' FOR MORE INFO
TU REBISTER ETHAN EPLING ABOUT THE BEST OF THE WEST
304-377-7460 f HUSKEMAW OPTICS:

PLEASE CONTACT: TRIGGERTIMELLC@OUTLOOK.COM THEBESTOFTHEWESTAET

HUSKEMAWOPTICS.COM
307-587-2787

WADE BRUWN I.D EPLING 115 W. YELLOWSTONE AVE
CELL 720-318-9705 304-588-4350 1o CODY,WYOMING
WADE@THEBESTOFTHEWEST.NET FARMERSFRIENDINC2@GMAIL.COM T
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PONTOON HEADQUARTERS
: BENNINGTON

* Industry Leading

Warranty

* Relentless Attention
To Detall

* Unparalleled

= Performance

= * VERY Competitive

Pricing

YES
You CAN Afford

. the BEST
Boats comingiin Every Week
PLUS - Youstill have time to order from the
factory & getyouriboat in time for Summer [5UHY

304.525.4556
4 Miles South Of Huntington
www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com

The
Great Outdoors

= Marine]

SpringTurkey Hunting Tips

1. Hunt During the Day

The early bird catches the worm,
so if you want to catch an early
bird, you’ll have to wake up even
earlier.

Turkeys are known to start their
days relatively early. Ideally, you
should be at the hunting site and
preparing your gear at least one to
two hours before the sun rises.

One of your biggest openings to
attack flocks of turkeys is when
they’re searching for food and
water.

2. Scout the Area

Mastery of the hunting site will
prove to be useful when looking
for vantage points and hunting

spots. Remember that turkeys are
very alert and cautious. You’ll
have to maximize all the rocks,
curves, and hill elevations to ef-
fectively hide your presence and
remain undetected.
3. Learn to Predict the Weather
Turkey activity tends to decrease
during rainy or windy days. Ideal-

ly, you should go turkey hunting §

on fair, sunny days with enough

clouds to keep the temperature |

fair and cool.

Avoid hunting on days with
strong winds as well. Not only do
strong winds mess up a shooter’s
accuracy, but the wind might also

continue to the next page

Doody Cook caught a great bass
at R.D. Bailey Lake recently.

Stacy McCoy landed a 36” carp a
the Belleville Dam.

A



Delana Haught bagged her deer
with a side hammer muzzleloader.

overpower the gobbling noises
that turkeys make.

4. Avoid Busy Turkey Seasons
Have you ever had a turkey run
away at the sound of your bird
caller? There are two reasons why
gobblers might dislike the sound
of a bird call.

First, the hunting field might be
oversaturated with hunters. With
dozens of hunters using differ-
ent types of bird callers, gobblers
start to get scared and associate
these sounds with danger.

Second, turkeys aren’t hypersex-
ual. Callers only work on sexu-
al birds that are in heat and easy
to attract with mating calls and
sounds.

So even if you're a skilled call-

BUKITSS Calnveut

www.bbcoutdoors.com - View For Information

LIVE BAIT

* Worms - Minnows
* Fishing Tackle
* Hunting Equipment
* Beverages - Beer
* Food - Concessions

- CAMPGROUND

ELIZABETH, WV
304-275-4444

Mon-Sat Sam to 11pm
Sun 8am to 9pm

! Shihers ’ :
LIVE BRIm ‘ﬂ:
A,

X

|
A

er or have the latest, most expen-
sive gadgets for bird calling, you
might not yield the results you’re
hoping for if you’re hunting tur-
keys. Sometimes the best call for
turkey hunting is no call at all.
5. Locate Roosting Areas
Position yourself near roosting

areas. Turkeys tend to roost in
the same area multiple nights in a
row —especially if there’s a near-
by food or water source. It’s safe
to bet that gobblers might still be
around if you see freshly made
roosting sites.

continue to the next page

50 YARD
INDOOR RANGE

304-622-8440

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT « MATHEWS ¢« DIAMOND ¢« BOWTECH ¢ MISSION « PEARSON

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - CAM X - SUB 1 1014 cogar, owner

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV

Open 10AM to 8PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

Leagues
Tournamentsj
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MANY Models In Stock, PLUS You still have

304.525.4556

4 Miles South of Huntington
www.thegreatoutdoors.com

A good approach here is to check
for roosting areas one or two days
beforehand. Make a map of all
past, current, and possible roost-
ing sites so you don’t waste time
locating them during the actual
hunting trip.

6. Glass Gobblers on Ridges
Turkeys have a habit of strutting
around ridges near crop fields.
Shooters used to glassing can use
this to their advantage because
canyon slopes have many edges
and creases to hide in. Stay two or
three miles away from the prey to
avoid prematurely flushing them.
Also, bring a good pair of binocu-
lars and scopes. Glassing is a rela-
tively difficult technique only ex-
perienced shooters can perform,
so be careful. Otherwise, you

might end up wasting good shots.
7. Know When to Use Decoys

Have you ever experienced hav-
ing aggressive gobblers attack
your decoys? Contrary to popular
belief, turkeys can be quite ag-
gressive if they feel their territory
is being invaded by an outsider—
especially if the outsider is also a
turkey.

8. Know How to Find a Good
Turkey Hunting Spot

Patience is crucial when it comes
to turkey hunting. Find and build
a comfortable hide to position
yourself in so you don’t get bored
or uncomfortable while waiting
for your prey.

continue to the next page

If you place a sole decoy in the [

midst of a band of aggressive
jakes, they might attack the decoy
thinking it’s a solitary outsider in-
truding their area.

However, this isn’t to say that |

you cannot use decoys anymore.
Some turkeys actually enjoy be-
ing in the company of other gob-
blers as it assures them there are

no predators or threats around.
April/May 2022 ~ Page 15

J.R. Hoops landed an early season
5 Ib., 6 oz. largemouth bass.



~PONTOON
" RENTALS &

Drinks & Snacks

FISHING BOAT
RENTALS

www.burnsvilledock.com

Lurnisville Doeles

304-853-2822
LIVE BAIT

Gasoline - Marine Supplies

Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

LARGE

TACKLE
SELECTION

Eakins Jigs

A Ardent Reels

/ Hawg Caller
Rods & Reels
Yamamoto & More

Remember, gobblers aren’t the
strongest nor the smartest, but
they’re certainly one of the most
observant. Seasoned hunters
know that these birds will run
away at the mere sound of a light
stretch or cough.
9. Listen for Gobbling

Glassing turkeys near ridge
lines, spotting freshly nested
roosting sites, and locating feed-
ing/drinking locations are all sol-
id ways to track down turkeys, but
nothing beats the basics: tracking
down gobbling noises.

However, don’t come rushing in
at the faintest sound of gobbling.
Remember that turkeys are very
cautious, so even if you happen
to track down their gobbling, you
should still exercise caution when
approaching them.

Note: Another reason not to use
bird callers is these might over-
power the gobbling sounds that
turkeys make.

10. Familiarize Yourself With
Turkey Hunting Laws

Bear in mind that different states
have varying laws when it comes
to turkey hunting. For example,
states like Alaska do not allow
the killing of turkeys for sport or
recreation, while gobblers are fair

game in states like Alabama, Flor-
ida, Indiana, Maryland, Minneso-
ta, Texas, and Wisconsin, among
others.

Similarly, most states do not al-
low the use of specific rifles. In
fact, hunters can only use rifles to

Frankie Haught landed
leased a quality largemouth this
spring. He also has been busy
selling boats at the new Bass Pro
Shop in Morgantown. Stop in and
see him.

and re- |

shoot down gobblers in Colorado,
Maryland, Missouri, Montana,
Oklahoma, Utah, and six other
states.

Don’t forget the maximum
number of turkeys you can bring
home. Most state laws allow hunt-
ers a season limit of two bearded
turkeys.

8 _— ﬁ
Gary Murray landed a huge gold-
en trout at Rollins Lake.

R

Broken Wheel

1-79 Exit 96 Eishti_ng
unting
Weston, WV Supplies .

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance £,
11/2 Miles On The Right

304-269-6097

Campground

and Country Store
Gifts - Game Room
- Playground
% Nightly & Monthly Rates
! Boat & Camper Storage
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304.637.0000 | rzIully 3222 BEVERLY PIKE
performancechevywv.com VIMEE ELKINS, WV

WELCOME TO e “We Fave The Go
TRUCK COUNTRY | CEWIRWLEY | 2, 7% Wsntacner”

e Areas Largest Selection Of Vehicles
e Huge Inventory Of AWD Vehicles

s

H156503 - $43,720
2022 Chevrolet Blazer 3LT SUV

H160962 - $41,380
2022 Chevrolet Blazer 3LT SUV

H180364 - $2,285 . UH111384 - $19,945 T UHII5727A - $24,795

2022 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LTD RST 2018 Chevrolet Cruze CS Sedan 2019 Chevrolet Trax LT SUV
- —= _

brl

UH367039 - $22,995 UH373627 - $47,995 UH375324 - $28,995
2015 GMC Acadia SLT 1 SUV 2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT 2017 Subaru Outback 2.51 SUV

UH461129 - $19,995 UH384248 - $37,995 UH210696 - $26,995
2020 Chevrolet Spark 1 LT Hatchback 2016 Chevrolet Tahoe LT SUV 2018 Toyota Rav4 LE SUV

All vehicles subject to prior sale. Sales CANNOT be used in conjunction with another. Rebates and discounts subject to change due to the manufacturer.
All pricing with approved credit on qualifying vehicles. Tax, Tag and Title fees not included. New model pictures for illustration only.
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New State Record Length & Weight Musky

SOUTH CHARLESTON, WV
— On Saturday, March 19, Lu-
cas King of Burnsville, West Vir-
ginia, caught and released a new
state record musky. He was fish-
ing from the bank of the Little
Kanawha River at a WV Division

of Natural Resources (WVDNR)
public access site in the tailwa-
ter section of Burnsville Dam in
Braxton County. The musky was
caught using 60 glide bait.
King’s record fish was 55.0625
inches long and weighed 51.00

2022 Boats In Stock

Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes
Pontoon * Bass Boats

Triton Boats Arrlvmg Soon!

erght S Rlver5|de Marine
Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

o Flberglés
o Alummum b

&YAMAHA
_MPERCURY

Certified Service Department

EVINRUDE
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pounds. The trophy musky
eclipsed the previous WV length
record of 54.0625 inches caught
last year by Chase Gibson and
surpassed the current weight re-
cord of 49.75 pounds previously
held by Anna Marsh.

The record catch was measured
by WVDNR fisheries biologist,
Aaron Yeager.

continue to the next page

ISTATE RECORD

Anna Marsh is shown with her
record musky - 49 3/4 Ib. It was
caught in 1997.

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* Food & Beverages

- Convenience ltems

Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV




Anglers who believe they may

have caught a state record fish
should check the current records
in the fishing regulations at wvd-
nr.gov. Procedures for reporting a
record catch also are included in
the regulations.
Editors Note: I interviewed Anna
Marsh in 1997 after her record fish
was caught. She was in a lounge
chair with her husband and was
using a Zebco 33 with 10 pound
test at Stonecoal Lake. She had a
worm on her #6 hook and a bob-
ber when the giant musky took
her bait.

She let out a squeal and another
angler from Elkins, Jim Norton,
was nearby and came to help her.
He advised her to loosen her drag
and Anna didn’t really know how
to do that. He helped her and both
of them tried to reel the fish in to-
gether. Anna soon tired out and
gave the rod to Jim Norton.

He ended up fighting the fish for
another 20 minutes and got it to
the bank when another angler had
a large net. Ronald Joe Collins
netted the fish.

I had talked to the head warm
water fishing biologist at the time
- Bert Pierce. I thought that the
record should have been shared.
He said that she hooked the fish
and she gets the record....

Advertise In The

W. Va. Sportsman
- Low Rates

* In Business 31 Years
« FREE Online Too

www.wvasportsman.net

©YAMAHA <8

OUTBOARD

@YAMAHA

YAMAHA
SUZUKI
OUTBOARD
Authorized
Service
And Sales

et

7 RIVERS

MARINE, LLC

$ suzuki

MARINE

ALUMINUM BOATS

xpress boats

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg, WV)

740-846-0062

FONTOONS www.7riversmarine.com
We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

RIS

This current weight record lasted broke an even older record set
over 25 years and was one of the in 1955 by Lester Haynes on a
oldest for WV species. musky caught from the Elk River

Anna Marsh’s weight record fish - 43 pounds even.

4 %@; Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans  Lay-Aways Available g
- NEW & USED GUNS
JACKSON /[I\ 506 WALNUT ST.
COUNTY O RAVENSWOOD, WV
PAWN ] 303-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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TraV1s Neal bagged an 8 point in
Mason County

Total Deer Harvest
In WV

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA
Hunters harvested 105,278
white-tailed deer during the recent
buck firearms, antlerless, muzzle-
loader, archery, crossbow, youth/
Class Q/Class XS and Mountain-
eer Heritage deer seasons, accord-
ing to Paul Johansen, chief of the
Wildlife Resources Section of the
West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources (WVDNR).

ARCHERY Yyy . FOOD PLOT
» Excaliber  Numerous
Striker Seeds
- Bows LIVE BAIT
- crosshows |HardCore ¥ Hunters| . Worms
DEER FEED  Minnows
- Corn * More
- Available By SUPPLIES
The Ton $260 » Scents
+ Custom Blends  Trail Cams
Available * More
Stop by our fully 5
stocked hunting
and fishing store!
Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5 <
Sat 9-3 S
Closez(litSunday 2 (1T < @
1102 West Main St. ~y Bl
Grafton, wVv DEER ATTRACTANTS
304-265-9278  |bomeony TEED

The total harvest was 1.5 percent
below the 2020 deer harvest of
106,861 and was less than 1 per-
cent below the five-year average
of 105,718.

A breakdown of the combined
2021 deer seasons reveals a total
of 42,143 bucks harvested during

the traditional buck firearm sea-
son, 27,614 antlerless deer during
all antlerless firearm hunting sea-
sons and 31,319 deer harvested
during the urban and regular ar-
chery/crossbow seasons. In addi-
tion, 3,569 deer were taken during
continue to page 22

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

1-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

*A/lC  Easy Access

TV -DVD * Great View Of Lake

e Barbecue Grill e Fully Equipped Kitchen
* Large Porch Area Including Dishwasher

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

April/May 2022 ~ Page 20



: |
304-744-8300 - 1414 MacCorkle Ave SW « Charleston

We offer boat storage and launching of your boat. Leave your trailer at home.
New and Used Boats Parts and Service

« Authorized
Yamaha Dealer
- Parts
- Service

BOATS

e CROBALO
CHRPRRBREL

O Aurricane Xxpress boats VERANDA
y Sales - Service - Parts
Open:

Tue-Fri 9-6 www.trojanlanding.com
Sat 8-5
S 114 1414 MacCorkle Ave SW

Charleston, WV 304-744-8300
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BERRY’S CAMPGROUND

Overnight Camping
3 New River Road

__\! Hinton, WV
B | it & Tackle

Great Fishing
Catamaran Rentals
Snacks & Cold Drinks

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

3;3;?565_3;30 Kayak & Tube Rentals
(cell 304-466-4199

www.berryscamp.com  berrycampinfo@aol.com

www.waterdawgoutdoors.com

Large Selection Of Carhartt Clothing ~ Georgia Boots
PERCEPTION * WILDERNESS * 3 WATERS * MALIBU « JOHNNY BOATS KAYAKS

Water Dawg Outdoors

Lots Of Fishing Tackle - Southern WV’s Kayak Dealer

308 Hinton Bypass Hinton, WV 304-309-5213

all antlerless firearm hunting sea-
sons and 31,319 deer harvested
during the urban and regular ar-
chery/crossbow seasons. In addi-
tion, 3,569 deer were taken during
the muzzleloader season and 633
deer with primitive bow and muz-
zleloader weapons during the
Mountaineer Heritage season.
ANTLERLESS DEER SEASON
During the 2021 antlerless deer
seasons, which includes the
youth/Class Q/Class XS deer
season, hunters harvested 27,614
deer. The harvest was 12 percent
less than 31,255 in 2020 and 10
percent below the five-year aver-
age of 30,708.

“It is important to note that the
antlerless harvest is the key com-
ponent to any deer management

strategy, as it controls the future
deer population,” said Johansen.
WVDNR will hold in-person

public meetings on March 14-15 |

for fall 2022 deer hunting regu-
lations. The agency will solicit

input on whether to increase, de- |

crease or stabilize deer popula-
tions in each of the 51 counties
where firearms deer hunting will
be permitted for fall 2022.

antlerless deer harvest were Pres-
ton (1,327), Jackson (1,092),
Mason (1,078), Upshur (1,048),
Hampshire (1,031), Roane (945),
Lewis (913), Wood (906), Mon-
roe (891) and Ritchie (883).
MUZZLELOADER DEER SEA-
SON

The 2021 muzzleloader harvest
of 3,569, which does not include
590 deer taken with side lock and
flintlock muzzleloaders in the
Mountaineer Heritage season,

was 32 percent below the 2020
harvest of 5,227 and was 22 per-
cent below the five-year average
of 4,600. The 2021 top-ten coun-
ties were Jackson (140), Preston
(138), Braxton (133), Upshur

continue to the next page
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The 2021 top-ten counties for bagged a quality 8 point buck.

Over 48 Years
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(131), Randolph (125), Nicholas
(116) Greenbrier (116), Lewis
(111), Barbour (107) and Mason
(107).
ARCHERY AND CROSSBOW
DEER SEASON

Bow and crossbow hunters
harvested 31,319 deer, which
does not include 43 recurve and
longbow harvested deer during
Mountaineer Heritage season.
The 2021 harvest was less than 1
percent below the 2020 archery
and crossbow season harvest of
31,594 and 8 percent above the
five-year average archery season
harvest of 29,058. The propor-
tion of the harvest taken using a
crossbow increased and was high-
er than deer reportedly taken by a
bow for the fifth year. The 2021
top-ten counties were Preston
(1,257), Kanawha (1,226), Wy-
oming (1,170), Raleigh (1,079),
Randolph (1,023), Fayette (864),
Upshur (850), Wood (844), Mer-
cer (814) and Jackson (802).

SPRING TURKEY

* Send In Your Pics From 2022

| HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN SHOP

SPORTING GOODS « PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS ¢« SCOPES -« AMMO
MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK

69 N. MAIN ST.
PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

To get a better viewing experience of this magazine, go online:

www.wvasportsman.net Back issues are there from 2006 on.

— : ‘ A‘i; |l
Shawn Bailey, from Kenna, caught and released a 40 inch plus musky.
He was fishing at Woodrum Lake. Fish still bite in muddy water.

RENTALS

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com
First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91
one mile south on US 19 towards lake
Call or visit our website for rates, additional
information, and policies. A 50% deposit is

required for resrvations. Major credit cards
are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

* Satellite TV and DVD player

* Gas log fireplace and air conditioning

* Full bath with shower

* Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
playground and horseshoe pits

* Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts

* Open 365 days a year

* Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
Palmer Golf course. 2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
hunting just two minutes away.

* Join the fun this year.

* All log cabins are exceptionally clean
and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home.

* Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
safe environment

* Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.

* Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft.

* Six person cabins have king or queen beds
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
dishwasher, and washer and dryer.

* Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
Two baths and an eight person hot tub.

* Accessible cabin available.
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SUPERCENTER = 3437 Beverly Pike
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All Pre-Owned Priced Under NADA Value
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#63877

#90065
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. PRE-OWNED TRAVEL TRATLERS &
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#6901 #22671 #00593 #00330
2020 FOREST RIVER 2010 FOREST 2014 KEYSTONE 2013 KEYSTONE RAPTOR
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* Pricing does not include Tax, Tag, Title fees. All units subject to prior sale. Cannot be combined with any other offers. * ¥20,000. savings only
on new units. **10,000 savings only on new units. See dealer for complete details. Pictures for illustration purpeses only.
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Open To Public Flshmg 24/7
JOIN THIE FUINE

VISIT US ON
FACEBOOK

VR ALY
CATFISH TOURNAMENTS

Regular Tournaments $10 + ticket ||
Friday & Saturday 6pm to Midnite.
Pays 1st and 2nd.
Camping Area

SATURDAY AFTERNOON
CATFISH TOURNAMENTS

$50 + TICKET |
NOON TO 6PM Paradise Xtreme

Big Fish Payout _ P8y G65820St.Rt.124

Each Hour REEEDSVILLE. OHIO §

BAIT SHOP 45712
+ Lots of Live Bait Bait Shop Phone

* Tackle osc::;‘, - Reels 740-378-6533
2 Lakes
24 Miles From

Sun to Thu 8am to 11pm
open Parkersburg

“  Fri & Sat 8m to Midnite
After Hours - Put Your
24/7 21 Miles From
Ravenswood

Money and Name in Slot
* Big Fish Holding Area

+ $25 (CASH) for 12 hours of f|sh|ng 2 poles ($5 extra for a 3rd pole).
This inludes the slots & jars. Credit Cards & Checks Not Accepted.
+ Under 6 years old FREE - 7 to 12 years old $12.50 (CASH) - must pay full price to get in the slots & jars.

- i, ¥ 57713
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Anyalizing Bass In Prespawn

The first thing we need to do
when we analyze the prespawn
is to understand when it happens,
what it is and how it works.

Let’s begin by thinking about it
as alocal or regional movement of
bass. I live in southern Indiana. In
late February, it’s in the 30-degree
range here. The water isn’t a heck
of a lot warmer. There’s no such
thing as the prespawn right now.
But, maybe 100 miles or so south
of here it’s warmer. The very ear-
ly prespawn has already started,

Dave Gregory has a huge rainbow

trout. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Crystal Fleck has a 5 1/2 pound

rainbow. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

by Bill Lowen

although it’s slow and sporadic.
Down in the South, though, it’s
been happening for some time,
and in some areas the spawn has
already happened, at least most of
1t.

Where you live and fish matters.
It’s all local.

Having said what I just said,
though, it won’t be long before
the prespawn hits the Midwest.
Once the last of the cold moves
out and it gets warm for a few
days, there will be fish that start
moving up towards the beds.

The best places to start your

Al Al
1Rl
22 North Locust Street

Buckhannon, WV
26201

(304) 472-4100

search is on the outside breaks
leading into the spawning areas.
The big females tend to move up
and then stop at the first available
break. If the weather, and water,
turns cold for a while they’ll move
out, but not very far. The move-
continue to page 29
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ARCHERY

Mlnl-Mart,

Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
Expert Bow Tuning « Ammo

Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro » Mike’s * Joe’s Flies * Berkley

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Minnows * Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

LIVE BAIT

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

i ELKINS, WV
— | 304-636-5569
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STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT

WVU JACKSON’S MILL
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Lewis County CVB on Facebook or www.stonewallc
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oyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best
musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut
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paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your

next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT
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304-269-7328




ment has started, and it won’t stop
for very long. Mother Nature is
now in charge.

The best advice anyone can give
you about where they’ll be on any
particular day is to pay close at-
tention to water temperature and
to your electronics. If you find
water that’s warmer than the sur-
rounding areas, fish it. And, of
course, if you see fish on your
SONAR fish for them.

Joe Carpenter shot a9 point buck
in Wood County.

Now, you’ll note that I haven’t
talked about specific water tem-
peratures. That’s because trends
at this time of the year are more
important. Fifty-degree water is
warm compared to 40-degree wa-
ter. And 60-degree water is warm
compared to 50-degree water. It’s
more relative than it is absolute.

My favorite and most effective
bait at this time of the year is a
flat-sided, balsa crankbait. I like
some of the custom-made ones
that are mostly sold locally. When
I don’t fish with them I usually go
with a Strike King Chick Magnet
Flat Sided Crankbait. It’s not bal-
sa, but it performs like it is.

I make long casts well past my
target and then bring my lure back
with a variety of retrieves until I

“Business Goes Where Invited
Stays Where Appreciated”

COLONIAL HOTEL - MOTEL

Hunters & Fishermen

TV&AC Welcome  FREE
Parking
304-472-3000|  Center Of City

24 N. Kanawha St.
BUCKHANNON, WYV 26101

Dalton Cutwright, owner

find bass and until I figure out
what they want. I fish fast. I fish
slow. I fish steady. I fish stop and
start, and I vary the lengths of my
stops.

There are more colors around
than you can carry in your boat. I
can’t recommend any one of them
over another. Everybody has his

continue to the next page
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HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
Goldfish - Shiners -

Meal & Wax Worms -

Tackle By: Warden - Super Duper - Strike King

Berkley - Mepps - Owner - Zoom * Yum - Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn - Zoom - Trout Magnet - Eagle Claw - Daiwa

Cabin Creek - Shakespeare - St. Croix * Zebco - Case
Ugly Stik - Gitzit - Rebel - Heddon - Rapala & More!

Camping Supplies * Musky Tackle « Marine Products
1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive

Crab Orchard, WV

PC OUTDOORS 304-466-1444

Hoo Doo _

PSE Bear
Killer Instinct Barnett gayaks

J hhny Brown used a bow in Wy-
oming County for his buck.
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or her favorite. Pick something
that the fish can see under your lo-
cal water conditions, and remem-
ber that you won’t ever go wrong
when you match the local forage
— in both color and size.

Fishing the early prespawn is
much like real estate: It’s all about
location. Don’t make something
simple and straightforward into
rocket science.

GUNS AMMO, RELOADING
HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING,
TRAPPING, AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

Kevin Davis harvested a h; : Gunsmlths to serwce and repalrflrearms |
Jackson County buck * Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

6522 Tyler Highway

SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175
304-758-2150
GAME PROCESSING

www.facebook.com/mountainsidewv

= =S www.mountainsidewv.com
Jeremy McCoy hooked a 30 1/2”

walleye at the Belleville Dam.
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200+ Campsites * All Utilities
Cabins With Jacuzzis
99

Stocked Trout
ssress I3

Tube Rentals
a0l 9 Miles East Of Elkins
' / BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023
~ www.revelles.com

Be A Better Turkey

Caller
by Chris Buckner

As someone who makes calls,
I've spent a lot of time talking
about how to call turkeys.

I've heard a lot of hunting sto-
ries about what works and what
doesn't, and seen a lot of differ-
ent types of calls. But at the end
of the day, what really makes or
breaks a turkey calling approach
is discipline.

If you don't know how to effec-
tively call in a turkey, your best
bet at harvesting one would be to
abandon the call all together. If
you aren't well-versed in the art,
you'll probably just end up do-
ing more damage than anything,
as subpar sounds or a misunder-
standing of how much to actual-
ly call can completely blow your
cover.

The key is to only bring your
turkey calls into the woods with
a substantial amount of prepara-
tion, meaning you shouldn't go
light on research or practice.

Before you get started, though,
the first thing you have to decide

GROVE MARINE TRACKER

Financing Available
Your Full Service Dealer

304-547-5044
7 MILES EAST OF
WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD
s Triadelphia, WV

is what kind of call you want to
use, as turkey hunting presents
a plethora of options. Perhaps
the easiest calls for beginners to |
learn on are push-button calls and |
box calls, which are very simple
to operate, but limit you to fewer
sounds.

If you want a little more versatil-
ity, you can move up to a pot call
(also known as a slate call). These
aren't that much harder to use and
allow you to make just about any
sound you want, which attracts
both beginners and experts.

[t bt A
Don Salisbury went to Florida for

continue to the next page  an Oscelo turkey.

www.rodgersmithmarine.com Skeeter
Yamaha
’&_\_’ - South Ba
Rodger Smith Hond Y
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4876 Route 152
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Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19 Walkersville

Ammo
Live Bait

Fishing Supplies

Camp Sites - Full Hookups

Chalets - Call For Reservations
Game Checking Eat-in or Carry Out Food - Pizza
Hoagies - Subs - Burgers
Beverages - More

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson
Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes

304-452-8870
GAS

6am to 10pm Mon - Sat
9am to 9pm Sun

Only once you've mastered both
sounds and cadence will you
want to advance to a diaphragm
call, as these aren't the easiest to
learn. However, once you do get
the hang of them, you don't have
to use your hands, which will
enhance your ability to remain
stealthy.

As soon as you've selected
your call, you can start focusing
on mastering the craft. Here are
some of the best things to do to
improve your ability to call in a
big gobbler.

First and foremost you have
to practice your turkey calling.
Think of it like an instrument; you
wouldn't pick up a guitar and go
play a concert without practicing,
so why would a turkey hunter do

buck.

it with a box call?

The hunt is your concert; you
need to practice and have each
and every one of your calls down
to perfection before you try them
out on live turkeys.

Variation

I know this might sound like
something you expect to hear
from a callmaker, but variation
really is a key part of turkey hunt-
ing, especially if you only have a
small area to hunt in.

Turkeys are very smart and they
will get used to the sound of your
calls. If you only have one call and
use it over and over, the turkey
will stop responding, and eventu-
ally run the other way when they
hear you calling.

Variation can be as simple as
buying a few extra strikers for

A E =
Luke Humphreys caught an early

season 4 1/4 pound largemouth.
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Convenience Store * Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies ¢ Souveniers
Game Checking Station « Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 | AL BTN g

strikers will make different tones.
Or you can be like many hunters
out there and carry two or three
of every type of call possible into
the woods.

While this can get cumbersome,
continue to page 34

your pot call, different woods of §

Paige Powers used a compound
bow for a Fayette Co. buck.

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY

(304-824-3745 g
= &R

Over 43 Years
Experience

BIRDS ¢ FISH « ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV

ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE
FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE




MON - FRI 8-5 SAT 9-5

Paradise RVs e,

Leader to the Great Outdoors.

VIKING « APEX « ADRENALINE
CATALINA « SANDPIPER * SPIRIT

Bed Liners -

@ Boats

Parts

@YAMAHA

-BASSBOA TS
JON BOATS

NEW & USED |
RV’S 3
BOATS
Lots Of |
RV Parts
Service '

Weather Tech Products

www.paradiservs.net - : .
138 Colt Industrial Dr. [—— - S

MOUNT HOPE, WV 25909 ?‘ S0R e —
304-860-1948 I5THIWHEELS.& MOTORHOME!
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it can also lead to great results if
you know how to use all of the
calls together.

Another option is to incorporate
decoys. A strong decoy setup will
sell any gobbler on a half-decent
sequence of turkey sounds and
send them into full strut. You'll
have even more success if you
take their roost into consideration.
Don't Overcall

Hunters sometimes get the wrong
impression about using turkey
calls. You don't have to call every
30 seconds.

I think this comes from a lack
of patience and from seeing hunt-
ing shows where it appears that is
what they are doing, but you have
to remember, they tend to edit out
the boring parts.

I have a general rule of calling
no more than every 15 minutes
if I am not hearing any gobbles.
I have never once heard a hen just
stand in the woods and yelp con-

Angelo Selino caught a flathead in
th Kanawha River on a cold day..

LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES - FINANCE « PARTS « SERVICE

i

www.leesonsmotors.com 320 West Main Street
Bridgeport, WV |

(304) 842-5469
€ SUZUKL pew g Used

@ KYMCO m

Motorcycles
ATV & UTV’s

tinuously, so why would that be
what I imitate?
No Need to Yell

Sometimes you will need to use
your calls as loud as possible.
For example, if you are trying to
locate, or if it's a windy day and
you can see turkeys at a distance
would both be good times to try to
get full volume from your turkey
calls.

But when you are actively call-
ing a turkey and getting response,
soften up. Remember, most of
your calling is as a hen that is sup-
posed to be enticing a gobbler to
come towards her.

One of the better options out
there is called a Purr Pot. It is just
like a regular slate call or a pot
call, just smaller and has a much
softer sound, especially for purr-
ing. Everybody who tries it in the
woods says that it does a great job
of getting a gobbler to come the
last 15 yards or so needed to get

CRISS SALES & SERVICE  Husqvarna
(304) Shindaiwa
472-1474 & More

s OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV Saws & Trimmers

Lawn & Garden

off a shot.
Not only friction calls will get
the job done, though, as a mouth

continue to page 36

Maci Kessler (9) hooked a 6 1/4
pound rainbow trout.

BRUSHY FORK MART

Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

Gasoline LIVE
BAIT

Diesel
Kerosene
WYV Lottery & Powerball
We Have SHINERS
and CRAPPIE MINNOWS

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm-

. Sun 7am to 9pm B
304-472-5132
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2 CATFISH PAY LAKES ~ SAME FISHING RATES ON BOTH LAKES

LAZY DOG
CAMPGROUND & RESORT

CATFISH PARADISE
CATFISH PAYLAKE

“Where the big cats swim”
www.catfishparadiseohio.com

CATFISH PAYLAKE

1564 McGriffins Lane
Jackson, Ohio 45640
(740) 384-4700

10 Cabins

*70 Full Hook-up
Campsites

FUN!

Check Us Out

- On Facebook At
CATFiISH PARADISE: RSP ENJOY CAMPING FISHINGL&aSZxIEI):?NSG
12769 Veto Road [ J .
Between Belpre & Marietta On Rt. 7 ; g Spacious Sites B R i N G Playground
. ' Shelter House Pay Lake / Fishing
M arletta, 0 H Picnic Areas THE Dbl. Horseshoe Pits
45750 : Bathhouse Swimming Pool
Laundry Facilities FAMILY Dpouble Cornhole

FISHING RATES FOR 12 HOURS $17 + $3 BONUS FISH - 10 TO 6 YEARS OLD $5 - FREE 5 & UNDER
+ 24 HOURS $24 + 48 HOURS $42

Botlfoil;ﬁfss ﬁz:;iif;ulr:su-li;) aé;Au‘;V;zced Tackle Shops LIVE BAIT

Fri & Sat Tournaments 7pm to Midnite $15 + Ticket Pays Top 4

April/May 2022 ~ Page 35




call will bring in a wild turkey
just as well.
Know When to Stop

The last piece of advice I have
is to know when to stop calling.
If you have a longbeard coming
across a field directly towards
you, you don't need to keep call-
ing. Put down your calls and just
wait.

The more you call, the more like-
ly you are to mess up and send him
running. If he stops or turns, then

!
& \
Zach Yeater harvested an 8 point
in Tyler County.

Hunter Nelson reeled in prety
golden trout.

“©%r  GLADY FORK ARCHERY "}
Fxperience Bowtech * Diamond Tue-Wed-Thur
Bowtuning - Custom Arrows — Accessories 9
RECURVE By: Samick - Martin CROSSBOWS
2539 Glady Fork Road Ravin
3.8 Miles Off I-79 Exit 96 - Turn Left 10 Point
WESTON, WV  304-269-6292  Centerpoint

by all means call a little more, but Hunt safely this season. Lots of
if it is not necessary, don't do it. turkeys are avaiable in WV.

Remington - Winchester - Weatherby - Browning * Rossi

PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS |*

Park Center

RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

Rl e
'JnI'I' e 'l Vi

CROSSBOWS BY: RAVIN
* BARNETTE ¢ BEAR ¢ KILLER
INSTINCT
COMPOUND BOWS BY:
MATHEWS « HOYT * BEAR

It's FISHING seaon
Stop By For Tackle

ds\

LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT
SAFES - KNIVES

Ruger - Glock « Benelli - Bersa - Taurus - Springfield - Smith & Wesson * Savage
Auaqgi - yv3 - uiepy - yssjzeag - abnoy . 6i1agssoyy - AusH - 43N - 1youeu4

Kimber - T-C Encore * Traditions - CVA - Thompson Center
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Rick Westfall caught & released
an early North Bend largemouth.

Diane Jones hunted in Tyler
County for her 7 point buck.

Derrick Slack used a compound
bow for a fantastic WV buck.

The Bobcat

24'x 16’

384 Square

*N Features A 24’ x 8
Covered Porch

Building Materials
Available

MOUNTAIN STATE
LOG HOMES, INC.
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“Your Path To Affordable 54g Display Drive

Log Home Living” Jane Lew, WV 26378

* FREE Unloading At Your Site 304-884-6646
* Milled Locally In Jane Lew, WV 521 Hinkle Road
* Kiln Dried White Pine Log Choices Fayetteville, WV 25840

Many NEW 304-517-9081
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MILL DIRECT
PRICES!
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Douglas Fir Beams

Dove Tail Log 6” x 12”
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Cedar Posts & Railing
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1 g "3 3
""'_""*.“"1‘."_‘3@- e P " - = ] ‘:. -5

Vol! MY

Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com

Or email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.net

FREE Online Every 6 Weeks

www.wvasportsman.net
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Mount ¢ Green * Hunt * Woods ° Purr ¢ Slate * Spur ¢ Rifle

Gun * Wing ¢ Call * Gobbler * Hen * Kee * Tom * Edge ¢ Scout

Scope * Mouth * Box * Bone * Nest * Turkey ¢ Strut * Beard

Water ¢ Shot * Diaphragm ¢ Ammunition ¢ Shell * Bird « Cammo S

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally Wint Compy. o1 12 pomtbuckcin

We are looking for LARGE fish & game
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~ NEW LOCATION ~

wheeers B B

GUNS & AMMO | ,‘ | [aE 2 GUNS & AMMO
681-298-5070 Bowili ' 681-298-5070

Wheeler’s Guns & Ammo

160 5th St. Elkins, WV
681-298-5070

Open 8am to 3pm Brian Wheeler

Closed Wed & Sun Owner
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T.R. Hathaway says: “ Good luck spring trukey hunting this year”
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