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2023 Black Bear Harvest

BECKLEY, W.Va. — Gov. Jim
Justice and the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resources (WVD-
NR) announced today black bear
harvests in West Virginia dramati-
cally increased in 2023.

“I couldn’t be more proud be-
cause this is further proof that
West Virginia is a hotspot for bear
hunters,” Gov. Justice said. “The
success of this program is a tes-
tament to the hard work of our
WYVDNR team and everyone who
is making our state a hunting des-
tination. Keep up the great work.”

During the 2023 archery and
firearms seasons for black bear,
West Virginia hunters harvested
2,830 bears, which was a 64 per-

E &
A - “"g

used his bow for a black bear.

Jremy Burroughs, from Heates,

cent increase over the 1,727 bears
harvested in 2022.

“This impressive black bear har-
vest just goes to show that West
Virginia has a wealth of hunting
opportunities beyond the popular
deer seasons,” said WVDNR Di-
rector Brett McMillion.

WVDNR wildlife biologists pro-
jected increased black bear har-
vests for the state’s archery and
crossbow season and firearms
season in the 2023 Mast Survey
and Hunting Outlook. Both pro-

jections came true and can be at-
continue to the next page

Rick Fary got a rea b—
ble tined buck in Logan County.
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ributed to favorable mast condi-
tions.

“The statewide mast index for
all species combined in 2023 was
up 15 percent compared to 2022,”
said Colin Carpenter, black bear
project leader for WVDNR. “The
best hard mast production in 2023
was recorded for red and black
oak, which was up 138 percent
over 2022, and scarlet oak, which
was up 108 percent over 2022.”
2023 Black Bear Harvest Num-
bers at a Glance

Hunters harvested 1,898 bears
during the firearms season and
932 bears during the first segment
of the 2023 archery and crossbow
season, from Sept 30 to Nov 19.

Hunters harvested 470 bears with
vertical bows and 462 bears with
crossbows. The top five counties
for archery harvests were Fayette

(83), McDowell and Wyoming
(71), Nicholas (62), Raleigh (59)
and Greenbrier (55).

Hunters harvested 538 bears
with a firearm in September and
October (140 bears during the
September youth, class Q/QQ and
XS seasons, 10 bears during the
October youth, class Q/QQ and
XS seasons and 48 bears during
the concurrent antlerless deer/

bear season). Hunters also har- [

vested 352 bears during the con-
current buck firearms and bear
season and 1,007 bears during the
traditional December season. One
bear was harvested by a muzzle-
loader during the Mountaineer
Heritage Season in January. The
top five counties for firearms har-
vests were Boone (152), Nicholas
(144), Randolph (133), Pocahon-
tas (124) and Kanawha (124).

BAIT AND TACKLE - YOUR FISHING HEADQUARTERS

174 SR 339 Belpre, OH
(740) 423-1949

We've got the good stuff!
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gun for her 8 point buck.
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WYV DNR 2023 Big Buck Photo Contest

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The
West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources (WVDNR) on
Friday announced the winners of
the state’s third annual Big Buck
Photo Contest during the opening
ceremony of the West Virginia
Hunting and Fishing Show at the
Charleston Coliseum and Con-
vention Center.

The 19 winners included five res-
ident youths, five resident adults,
four non-resident youths and five
non-resident adults who were se-
lected from a list of 55 finalist

“West Virginia’s hunting tradi-

Monte Btek, from Chapman-
ville, is one of the DNR winners.

tions are a big part of what makes
our state so special and the Big
Buck Photo Contest is just one of
the ways we celebrate that her-
itage,” said WVDNR Director
Brett McMillion. “I want to thank
everyone who participated in the
contest because your contribu-
tions not only help us showcase
the excellent hunting opportuni-

ties in our state but will help us
keep our outdoor tradition alive
for generations to come.”

The Big Buck Photo Contest,
which was sponsored again this
year by the WVDNR and West
Virginia Department of Tourism,
was announced in November
2023 by Gov. Jim Justice. Over

continue to page 8
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the last three years, the contest thrilling hunting, but also unpar- ditions, and lasting memories. It’s
has received nearly 2,500 submis- alleled natural beauty, shared tra- continue to page 10
sions

“Seeing families bonding over
campfires, young hunters proud-
ly displaying their first deer, and
photographers capturing West
Virginia’s breathtaking scenery
through their lenses — these are
the moments that truly warm my
heart as a lifelong outdoorsman,”
Gov. Justice said. “I want to ex-
tend my heartfelt congratulations
to the winners of our contest and
thank everyone who shared their L A
passion for West Virginia’s in- e n 2
credible hunting seasons. These |[%Z.2 /RiEAA "\ !ﬁtﬁ =% e e
stories prove, beyond any doubt, Monica Smith, from Buckhan- Raymond Adkins, from Forest
that West Virginia offers not just non,is a DNR photo winner. Hill, is also a DNR photo winner.

R

B BO’S GUN SHOP

Located In Ravenswood, WV - Order Online
eMail: sales@bosgunshop.com

~osgunshop.com
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103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200
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ditions, and lasting memories. It’s
truly Almost Heaven.”

The contest was open to residents
and nonresidents and included
a youth division for hunters 17
years of age and younger and
an adult division for hunters 18
years of age and older. To enter,
hunters were required to submit
a photo with a buck they harvest-
ed during a 2023 hunting season
along with a short account of their
hunt. Each entrant was required to
show proof of a valid 2023 West
Virginia Hunting License and had
to include their personal 13-digit
DNR-issued game check number.

Finalists were chosen by random
drawing from all eligible entries
and winners were selected by a
judging committee. Winning pho-
tos were selected based on photo
composition, size of the buck’s
antlers, number of antler points
and how well the hunt was de-
scribed.

The five resident youth winners
will all receive one lifetime hunt-
coninue to page 31

Young Col Milhoan, from Mr—
raysville, brought in a big blonde

boar racoon. Photo courtesy of Old &
New Sports in Ravenswood.

OLD & NEW SPORTS

JACKSON COUNTY’S
OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY ¢ SELL
TRADE » PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION
IN STOCK

arge Selection

LIVE BAIT
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Rods - Reels & Tackle For:
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813 Washington St.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

Gracie Harper, from Friendly,
was a youth winner in the contest.
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Business
SURANCE A( , Insurance
800-998-6810

wv@gunins.com
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Zack Gill, from Ballard, is one of
the DNR photo contest winners.




WYV DNR ElIk Stocking

LOGAN, WV — Gov. Jim Justice
and the West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources (WVDNR)
announced today the successful
transport of 17 elk to the Tomblin
Wildlife Management Area in
Logan County. The elk will be
evaluated and held for a short pe-
riod of time before being released
into the wild, bringing the state’s
growing elk population up to 127.

“As Governor, I’'m thrilled to
announce that West Virginia’s elk
population has reached an incred-
ible 127 animals,” Gov. Justice
said. “Since our reintroduction

efforts began several years ago,
these majestic creatures have re-

turned to grace our state, enrich-
ing our ecosystem and offering
unparalleled outdoor experiences.
This achievement is a testament
to the tireless efforts of our ded-
icated DNR staff, whose commit-
ment to conservation is truly com-
mendable. We remain committed
to further expanding our elk pop-
ulation, fostering tourism, and en-
suring a vibrant future for these
iconic animals in West Virginia.”

“As we restore West Virginia’s
elk population after a century of
extirpation, we are reminded that
our state’s natural resources are a
great treasure and that the abun-
dance of wildlife calling these
hills home need our protection,”

# WVDNR Director Brett McMil-

Debl Glpson hooked a nice catﬁsh
from the Kanawha River in 2023.

John Smarr caught 2 big crappie
in Februarv. Get some bass later.

lion said.
This elk transport comes just two

Intersection of

ROCK Rt. 4 & 20

CAVE Rock Cave, WV
IGA 304-924-5296

Groceries
Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane Exchange

Beverages & Snacks
Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm Sun Noon to 5PM
All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

www.rockcave.iga.com

weeks after Gov. Jim Justice an-
nounced that the WVDNR would
add 40 new elk to the state’s herd
in 2024 and create a visitors cen-
ter and observation tower in Lo-
gan County to help tourists and
wildlife enthusiasts view elk in
a natural setting. A second trans-
port of 23 elk is scheduled to take

continue to the next page

FORT KNOX

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

e [ GUNS NEWARK, WV
(EORTENON | In Stock 304-275-4619
‘ Or Ordered Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Safe 5am-8 pm Fr
Showroom 8 am-8 pm Sat

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
* Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages ¢ Gasoline Musky Lures
* Food ¢ Live Bait * Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle * Crosshbows

Ravin - Barnette

Closed Sunday
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Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold - Silver - Jewelry - Guns - Electronics * Tools * Archery + And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104 o
(304) 428 PAWN (7296) NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

www.carlspawnshop.com

515 Division Street
® Parkersburg, WV 26101

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

(304) 428-7298

place in February.

All 40 elk scheduled to be re-
leased this year will be transport-
ed from the Land Between the
Lakes National Recreation Area
in Kentucky. Partner agencies in-
volved in the capture and release
include the West Virginia Depart-

Ed Bryan caught a quality large-
mouth bass in December.

ment of Agriculture, the U.S. For-
est Service and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service.
The WVDNR launched its Elk
Restoration Project in 2016 with
the release of 24 elk acquired
from the Land Between the

Alex Goff caught a big yellow
perch by accident.
Feb/March 2024 ~ Page 12

Lakes. Since 2018, the WVDNR
has introduced 57 elk (15 from
Kentucky and 42 from Arizona)
to the Tomblin Wildlife Manage-
ment Area in Logan County.

To raise awareness about its elk
restoration project, the WVDNR
has offered guided elk tours in
Logan County where participants

can learn more about the history

of elk in West Virginia and get
a chance to see elk in a natural
setting. Tours are offered in Sep-
tember and October each year and
often sell out.

To learn more about the WVD-

| NR’s elk restoration program, vis-

it WVdnr.gov/elk. To download a
copy of the WVDNR’s Elk Man-
agement Plan, visit WVdnr.gov/
publications-and-guides.

Editors not: T'll probably be the
first to hit one with my vehicle.



Five New Fish Species For State Records

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA.
— The West Virginia Division
of Natural Resources (WVDNR)
today announced the availabili-
ty of updated fishing regulations
online at WVdnr.gov/fishing-reg-
ulations.

“Whether you’re a West Virginia
resident casting a line in a familiar
lake or stream or a non-resident
visiting on vacation, West Vir-
ginia offers the angling public a
myriad of exciting opportunities,
all within easy driving distance of
each other,” said WVDNR Direc-
tor Brett McMillion.

Anglers are reminded that West
Virginia’s fishing regulations for
2024 went into effect on Jan. 1.
Updates include changes to regu-
lations regarding sauger and sau-
geye limits, blue catfish minimum

size limits and channel catfish
possession limits. Print versions
of the regulations are also avail-
able at district offices and license
retailers around the state.

The WVDNR also announced
the creation of new state record
fish categories for black crappie,
redbreast sunfish, redear sunfish,
pumpkinseed sunfish and red-
horse suckers. For a complete list
of all state record fish categories
and instructions for reporting a
catch, anglers should consult page
23 of the fishing regulations.

All anglers 15 years and older
are required to have a West Vir-
ginia fishing license and a val-
id form of identification while
fishing. A trout stamp is required
for catching trout. Licenses and
stamps can be purchased at 156

retail locations across the state or
at WVfish.com.

To learn more about fishing op-
portunities and trout stockings in
West Virginia, visit WVdnr.gov/
fishing.

Gary Ross brought in a nice 8
point Lewis County gun buck.

R LAKE

LARGEST LAKE IN THE REGION (27 ACRES)

STOCKED MONTHLY (CATFISH IN WARM MONTHS, TROUT IN COLD MONTHS)
MINUTES OFF THE INTERSTATE W{TH AMPLE PARKING

SHORELINE FISHING / KAYAKS ARE PERMITTED.

i

ACCESSIBLE DOCK, KAYAK DOCK

JULY-AUGUST CATFISH TUURNAMENTS‘}

ON-SITE BAIT SHOP _-——/

s"s

Anchors Deep

NITRO

CONVENTION &
VISITORS BUREAU

A Living Memorial to World War I

NitroCVB.com

Bait and Tackle
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50 YARD
INDOOR RANGE

304-622-8440

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT « MATHEWS ¢« DIAMOND « BOWTECH « MISSION ¢ PSE

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV

Open 10AM to 8PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

LEAGUE
SHOOTING

Harold Cogar, Owner

Numerous archaeological find-
ings in Southern and Western
Europe, South Asia and Africa
suggest that the initial fish hunt-
| ing skills were already at the early
Paleolithic culture creators - Ne-
anderthals. Numerous fish bones
found in cave dwellings Fore,
confirm that the fish was includ-
ed in the diet of ancient man.

Jordan Horocks, from Dixie, ar-
rowed a huge whitetail buck.

BUNISE Carryeut

www.bbcoutdoors.com - View For Information LIVE BAIT

* Worms - Minnows
* Fishing Tackle
* Hunting Equipment
* Beverages - Beer
* Food - Concessions

- CAMPGROUND

INTERSECTION RT.5 & 53

484 LITTLE KANAWHA PKWY
ELIZABETH, WV
304-275-4444

Mon-Sat Sam to 11pm
Sun 8am to 9pm

‘ _l.§hi*?|eré'
LIVE BAIT 1 ¢

Feb/March 2024 Page 14

Early Fishing History

However there are no devices for
fishing, related to the period were
found. Apparently, the Neander-
thal relied on the natural intuition
and dexterity. History Of Fishing
Much later (in the Mesolithic Pe-
riod, about 10.5 thousand years
before. Er.) among the other ar-
tifacts (things made by man) ap-
pear the implements for fishing
gear. Since that time fishing gear
(hooks, harpoons, etc.) have not
undergone fundamental transfor-
mations, but the materials for their
manufacture have been changed
fundamentally.

In the Neolithic Age (about 3.8
thousand years BC. Er.) value

of fisheries has increased. Major
continue to the next page

Tasha Rel got a wide racked

Doddridge buck. Photo courtesy of
Tyler Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.



settlements arose on the banks of
reservoirs. The river at that time
were the main transport arteries
and the boats were the main trans-
portation. Live near the water and
do not fish was impossible. Appar-
ently, the fishing at that time was
as important as hunting. Probably
hunting for the fish that inhabit
ponds, and animals on land start-
ed at about the same time. Man
hunt for a land animals and larger
fish, which are splashed near the
shore.

The oldest known painting is an
Egyptian angling scene of about
2000 BC shows figures fish-
ing with rod, line and with nets.
Greek philosophers Plato, Hero-
dotus and Aristotle mentioned
angling in their writings, and an-
other Greek writer, Plutarch, gave
tips about fishing lines. Plutarch
in his "Comparative biographies"
of famous Greeks and Romans
captured the event in fishing be-
tween Cleopatra and Antony. It
is known that the Romans orga-
nized the competition for fisher-
ies. Homer in his famous "Iliad"
describes angling on bait. In the
2nd and 3rd centuries AD, Roman
rhetorician Claudius Aelian wrote

Amy Gordon used a compound
bow in Mason County for a buck.

7 RIVERS

MARINE, LLC

PONTOONS %

@YAMAHA

$ SUZUKI

www.7riversmarine.com
We Repair All Makes And Models

L

OUTBOARD

YAMAHA
SUZUKI
OUTBOARD
Authorized
Service
And Sales

| STINGRAY
Boats—

ALUMINUM BOATS

xpress boats

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg, WV)

740-846-0062

Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

about Macedonian trout anglers
using artificial flies as lures in the
IT century. A Chinese account of

1 about the 4th century BC refers

to fishing with a silk line, a hook

| made from a needle, and a bam-

boo rod, with cooked rice as bait.

References to fishing are also
found in ancient Greek, Assyrian,
Roman, and Jewish writings.
Significant contribution to the
development of fishing rods was
made by the British. By the middle

continue to the next page

JACKSON
COUNTY
PAWN

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans
NEW & USED GUNS

I~

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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- crossbows |HardCore ¥ Hunters| . Worms
DEER FEED * Minnows
. Corn * More
« Available By SUPPLIES
The Ton * Scents
+ Custom Blends * Trail Cams
Available
Stop by our fully
h‘m } ’ stocked hunting
el and fishing store!

Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3
Closed Sunday

18 1102 West Main St.
Grafton, WV
304-265-9278

DEER ATTRACTANTS
7 C ORN FEED

of the XV century fishing Tackle
in England have been brought to
such perfection that angling was
considered both a science and an
art. In 1496 the book A Treatise of
Fishing with an Angle gave spe-
cific details for the first time in
English about the use of the fish-
ing rod. The book describes the
construction of hooks and rods
for angling. For about 150 years
it was the basis of angling knowl-
edge in England.

In 1653, English angler Isaac
Walton published The Complete
Angler, or the Contemplative
Man's Recreation, the most influ-
ential book ever published about
fishing. In The book Walton de-
scribes the art of constructing
tackle, the science of basic aquat-
ic biology, and the philosophy of
recreational anglers. The first pe-
riod of great improvement came
about the mid-17th century, when
Isaac Walton and Charles Cot-

Jeff Moore used a muzzleoader in
Braxton Co. for a great 9 point.

ton were writing the classic The
Complete Angler and Col. Rob-
ert Venables and Thomas Barker
were describing new tackle and
methods of fishing.

About this time some unknown
angler attached a wire loop or ring
at the tip end of the rod, which al-
lowed a running line, useful for
both casting and playing a hooked
fish. Barker in 1667 mentions a
salmon-fishing line of 26 yards.
What was obviously needed was
a means of taking up and holding
such lengths and this led to the in-
vention of the reel.

Early Rods And Reels

continue to page 18

BIN
RENTALS

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com
First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91

one mile south on US 19 towards lake

Call or visit our website for rates, additional

information, and policies. A 50% deposit is

required for resrvations. Major credit cards
are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just

two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

* All log cabins are exceptionally clean
and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home.

* Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
safe environment

* Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.

* Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft.

* Six person cabins have king or queen beds
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
dishwasher, and washer and dryer.

* Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
Two baths and an eight person hot tub.

* Accessible cabin available.

« Satellite TV and DVD player

* Gas log fireplace and air conditioning

* Full bath with shower

* Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
playground and horseshoe pits

* Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts

* Open 365 days a year

« Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
Palmer Golf course. 2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
hunting just two minutes away.

« Join the fun this year.

Feb/March 2024 ~ Page 16




304.637.0000 |3 3222 BEVERLY PIKE
performancechevywv.com M[m:ﬁ‘, ELK'NS, WV

“Give Our Credit Department

WELCOME TO U EVRDIEN .
TRUCK COUNTRY A Gt or No Gredlt”

e Areas Largest Selection Of Vehicles
e Huge Inventory Of AWD Vehicles

H065609 - $28,435 H187003 - $54,869 H198894 - $72,559
2024 Chevrolet Trailblazer Activ 2024 Chevrolet Custom Trail Boss 2024 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 HD LT DRW,|

H265531 - $3, 000 H2550888 - $29,720 H122855 - $73,305
2023 Chevrolet Colorado WT 2024 Chevrolet Equinox LS 2024 Chevrolet Tahoe Z 71

H3344681 - $44,432 H553870 - $63,705 H308900 - $50,240
2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Custom 2023 Chevrolet Suburban LS 2023 Chevrolet Traverse RS

“Mention this ad for

10% OFF
o 12 2 vour next service labor.”

All vehicles subject to prior sale. Sales CANNOT be used in conjunction with another. Rebates and discounts subject to change due to the manufacturer.
All pricing with approved credit on qualifying vehicles. Tax, Tag and Title fees not included. New model pictures for illustration only.
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Advertise in the W. Va. Sportsman

Details are on page 3.

Low Cost

The idea of creating a semblance
of modern pole float rods could
come in the primitive man's head
resting on the shore of the reser-
voir, which is seen as a hungry
fish greedily grabbing incident on
the surface of insects. Apparent-
ly, it could come an idea to try to
catch a fish with edible bait. Pro-
totype of the modern fishing lines

could be plant fibers or animal
sinews, and as the hook can be
used sharp stone or a sharpened
twig of a tree that can pierce into
the fish mouth.

Judging by stone inscriptions,
fishing rods go back to ancient
Egypt, China, Greece, Rome and
medieval England, where they
were called "angles" (hence the

2024 Boats In Stock

Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes
Pontoon * Bass Boats

Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

< Fiberglass
* Aluminum °

ntoon

A

Yrszomn

BOATS

&YAMAHA

' MERCURY

Certified Service Department

EVINRUDE
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term "angling" as a synonym
for fishing). These early fishing
rods were made of wood, bone
or stone. The simplest rods were
made out of a tree branch, from
split Tonkin bamboo, Calcutta
reed, or ash wood, as it was nec-
essary that they be made light,
tough, and pliable. The butts were
frequently made of maple, with
bored bottom; this butt outlasted
several tops. Handles and grips
were generally of cork, wood, or
wrapped cane. Guides were made
of simple wire loops or, later,
loops with ring-shaped agate in-
serts for better wear.

Look for Part 2 on the History
of Fishing in the next issue.

A .\..'

Trey Anderson reeled in a large
golden trout.

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* Food & Beverages

- Convenience Items
Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV




HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

WV’s Largest Tackle Store

Rapala * Molix ¢ X Zone ¢ Keitech ¢ Strike King ¢ Berkely * Storm
13 Fishing * KW « Yamamoto ¢ Yum ¢ Rebel « Bandit ¢ 6th Sense
Bomber ¢ AC Shiner  Jackall  Havoc ¢ Net Bait « Z Man « Gamakatsu
VMC  Cabin Creek ¢ Bio Bait * Bass Pro ¢ Live Target « AAT
Goggan * Lunkerhunt ¢ Sufix * Lucky Strike * Reaction * KVD « Rage
Zoom * FYAO ¢ Missle * Venom ¢ Gulp * Seagar * P Line * & MORE!

Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories * Clothing

Trapping and much more!
OPEN - 7 Days A Week

RODS: AVORITE - LEW’S
CASHION - BERKLEY
FENWICK - ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO - G LOOMIS - HALO
13 FISHING - ST. CROIX
PENN - DAIWA

LIVE BAIT

Minnows * Worms * Mealworms

| SMUTTY DOG LEOPARDIS CRANE
: ~ - TYRANT - JH BAIT - BITE BACK
Just Outside Of Parkersburg ~ JONES - HUGHES RIVER - BOGGS
COBB’S - MYERS + LLUNGEN
13520 Emerson Ave,. RED OCTOBER - HOTTAIL & MORE
Williamstown, WV 26187

On RT.2
Ohio River Outdoors LLC 304_91 6_1 800
On Facebook 3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit

Feb/March 2024 ~ Page 19



FREE ONLINE Every 6 Weeks www.WVasportsman.net

Great Trout Fishing Spots In WV

West Virginia has gotten a lot of
mileage out of its “Almost Heav-
en” slogan. But when it comes
to trout fishing, it’s hard to argue
with that designation.

Trout streams in the Mountain
State are not only some of the best
in the East but some of the most
beautiful. The hundreds of miles
of rivers and creeks that crisscross
West Virginia’s rugged landscape
provide the perfect home for these

Y |
Vada Hatcher fished in the tailwa-
ter below Sutton Dam for a nice
23” golden trout.

cold water-dwellers.

Wild populations of brown and
rainbow trout are widespread, and
many streams harbor wild brook
trout as well. All three species,
along with the “golden” rainbow
trout developed in West Virginia
hatcheries in the 1950s, are also
stocked in well over 100 water-
ways.

Eddy Canter landed a a 9 1/2 Ib.

rainbow. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Spring and fall are prime trout
seasons in West Virginia, and
most stocking takes place from
January through May.

Elk River

The Elk River is high in the run-
ning for the title of West Virgin-
1a’s best trout stream and is wide-
ly viewed as one of the best in the
eastern United States. A 172-mile
tributary of the Kanawha River,
the Elk is formed by the conflu-
ence of several small forks in the
community of Slaty Fork.

Most of the Elk River is a warm-
water stream, populated by small-
mouth bass and panfish, but the
upper end is blue ribbon trout
water, with robust populations of
wild rainbow and brown trout.

It’s common to catch individu-
als of either species that measure
20 inches, and browns occasion-
ally get even bigger. Native brook
trout are available as well, and

continue to the next page

*A/C

TV -DVD

e Barbecue Grill

e Large Porch Area

* Great View Of Lake
* Fully Equipped Kitchen
Including Dishwasher

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

1-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

* Easy Access

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

Feb/March 2024 ~ Page 20



1 for the jobsite or the trail,
MULE" side x sides get it

1 alldone with confidence. -

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC PARTS

ASSEMBLED [i
INTHE USA [

IMOTORSPORTS S
(304)636-7732

KAWASAKI CARES: Read Owner’s Manual and all on-product warnings. Always wear protective gear appropriate for the use of this vehicle. Never
operate under the influence of drugs or alcohol. Protect the environment. The Kawasaki MULE™ side x side is an off- highway vehicle only, and is
not designed, equipped or manufactured for use on public streets, roads or highways. Obey the laws and regulations that control the use of your
vehicle. © 2022 Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A.

/

A

N

WARN® VRX 45, the WARN logo and THE RED HOOK STRAP are registered trademarks of Warn Industries, Inc. Assembled in the
U.S.A. badge does not apply to MULE PRO-MX™ models.

ELKINS,

26241

108 Chemistry Drive/ 5 Lane

304-636-7732

www. elkinsmotorsports.net

' Kawasaki

\  Let the good times roll®

WV

Scan with camera
to view videos,
key features

and more.

&

some hatchery trout are stocked in
the Webster County section.

The Elk River has some unique
features due to the region’s karst
topography. Most notably, the
river disappears underground for
about 5 miles. Sections immedi-
ately above and below the under-
ground section, known as the Elk

River Dries, are of particular in-
terest to anglers.

The first 3.5 miles from the riv-
er between its headwaters and
the point where it disappears of-
fer some of the best trout fishing.
This stretch is a cobble-bottomed
limestone spring creek with deep

holes and plenty of hefty trout.
Feb/March 2024 ~ Page 21

Part of the reason the upper
stretch is so good is that it’s hard
to reach. You have to take quite
a hike to get here, following the
old railroad line that parallels the
river.

There’s also great fishing and
easier access farther down. This

continue to the next page



304-269-6330 B&B PAWN SHOP

~ OFGUNS
Jm STOCKED,J

BETWEEN WESTON
AND GLEN VILLE

PAWN - BUY
SELL - TRADE

* Musical Instruments
¢ Furniture
e Glassware
¢ Electronics

WE BUY ESTATES

| 13454 US. HWY 33 WEST |
PICKLE STREET

GUNS
_AMMO_

area gets a lot more fishing pres-
sure, but the 2 miles from where
the river reappears at Elk Springs
to Whittaker Falls are still excel-
lent.

Both of the aforementioned sec-
tions are catch-and-release with
artificial lures only. Small Blue-
Winged Olives hatch from March
through May and September
through November. You’ll also
see some March Browns in April-
May, Sulphurs in May-June, and
Green Drakes in June.

Seneca Creek

Just shy of 10 miles long, Seneca
Creek is a tributary that feeds the
North Fork of the South Branch
Potomac River. It offers small-
stream fishing at its finest, with

Jason Garretson reeled in a quali-
ty 27 1/2” rainbow trout.

healthy populations of wild brook
trout and wild rainbow trout.

The appeal of Seneca Creek
comes not only from its scrappy
wild trout but from its picturesque
setting. The creek flows through
the Seneca Creek Backcountry of
Monongahela National Forest and
is bounded on either side by tow-

ering trees and, in places, craggy
gorge walls.

Seneca Creek is a small and
relatively high gradient stream,
dropping 1,400 feet in its initial
‘gorge’ section. It plunges over
numerous waterfalls interspersed
with deep, still pools.

continue to page 24

Join NOW!

Lick Run Hunt Club is located in Webster County, West
Virginia and encompasses over 8000 acres near the community
of Hacker Valley. The Club is home to deer, turkey, bear and
squirrel. Our members are invited to stay and camp and enjoy
the many activities within the Club as well as the surrounding
areas. Lick Run Hunt Club emphasizes the outdoor experience
in a private setting with beautiful mountain scenery.

The annual membership fee is $50000 and includes
everyone in your immediate family, living at home,
under the age of 22.

* Year Round Camper Space & ATV use.
* Nearby Fishing Opportunities. Family Fun.
To Join The Club For 2024 Contact:
(304) 688-8336 Myron Boggess mboggess@pffwv.org

An Application Form Is Also On Our Website
www.lickrunhuntclub.com
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STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT oyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best
WVU JACKSON’S MILL musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut
STONECOAL LAKE stone masonry building in North America. Home to
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM st s st yrd st 1s hampionsis

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your

W he I-‘e ‘ ege nd S next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
are Made 304-269-7328

M) op—
=E /

(—

(—

=

ﬁ / 1 ) | : A:I 1 =4 : | ; : ."%” “,p:h—.— I - ‘\_“,nv‘,-‘ 3 | :"‘..}:‘l;,.’ r»-.
Lewis County CVB on Facebook or www.stonewallcountry.com 304-269-7328
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Riffles and rocky stretches are
also abundant, providing a lot of
different types of water for fly
anglers to ply. It’s common to
find rainbow trout in and around
the fast water and brookies in the
slower areas.

Access is easy, but getting to
the best water requires some hik-
ing. The Seneca Creek Trail and
Allegheny Mountain Trail each
provide access to portions of the
stream, and the farther you get
from the trailheads, the less pres-
sured and better the fishing will
be.

Working your way upstream

Sam Starkey, fro Clrksbug,
reeled in a nice 2024 trout.

[ T X 4 Jﬂ, sa.
Casey Drake collected
bobcat from their trap.

while making short upstream
casts is the best approach most of
the time. Seneca Creek doesn’t
produce a lot of trophies, but the
trout are healthy, abundant, and
often willing to pounce on generic
fly patterns.

They may be especially eager in
times of low water, which concen-
trates trout in pools and gets them
in a more competitive feeding
mode. For fly anglers, nymphing
does the job more often than not.
Small spinners and Trout Mag-

nets also work for spin anglers.

There are a wide variety of insect
hatches here, but none are partic-
ularly abundant. Trout tend to be
opportunistic in Seneca Creek but
may key in on caddis or stoneflies
at times. Beetles and other terres-
trials can be excellent in summer.

Cranberry River

The Cranberry River was once
one of the most celebrated wild
trout streams in West Virginia,
but acid runoff took a heavy toll.

continue to page 26

Remington - Winchester - Weatherby - Browning * Rossi

Park Center

RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

PARK CENTER (¢
SPORTING GOODS |

NEW BIGGER
STORE NEXT DOOR

CROSSBOWS BY: RAVIN
* BARNETTE ¢« BEAR « KILLER

COMPOUND BOWS BY:
MATHEWS « HOYT « BEAR

LARGE SELECTION OF

SAFES - KNIVES

FISHING EQUIPMENT

Ruger - Glock - Benelli - Bersa * Taurus - Springfield - Smith & Wesson - Savage

INSTINCT

It's FISHING Seaon

Stop By For Tackle

).
N,

Auaqi - yy3 - uiepy - yosjzeag - abnoy - Biagssopy - A1usH - 43N - Iydsuei4

Kimber - T-C Encore - Traditions - CVA - Thompson Center
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JAYCO A0TSR RO/Y/ZS Rv
= SUPERCENTERLLC

www.roysrv.com

GRAND DESIGN

FOREST RIVER

PUMA

WILDWOOD

COACHMEN

SUNSET RV

NO BOUNDARIES

PASSPORT

WINNEBAGO

OPEN RANGE

CFMOTO

SPARTAN

IRON HORSE
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Thanks to limestone treatments
and ample stocking by the West
Virginia DNR starting in the late
1980s, the Cranberry has been
making a comeback.

Long story short, the Cranberry
River isn’t the river it was in its
storied heyday. But it’s better than
it’s been in decades.

These days, you’re more likely to
catch stocked rainbows than wild
brook trout, but you’ll probably
catch something. The Cranberry
River has more trout per acre than
any stream in West Virginia.

It also still feels kinda-sorta
wild. Much of the river is encom-
passed by the Cranberry Wilder-
ness and is accessible only on foot
or by bicycle. It still gets fairly
intense angler pressure during the
heavy stocking months of January
through May.

The river has been broken into
several sections with varying reg-
ulations, including three catch-
and-release-only sections. The
catch-and-release section from
Woodbine to Camp Sprinter, just
over amile long, is one of the best.

If you’re after wild brookies,
your best bet is to head upriver to
the Cranberry’s North and South

i g
7 year old Addi Miller used a
Crossbow. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Forks and the Dogway Fork. The
latter is fly fishing only, one of
only six rivers with that designa-
tion in West Virginia.

Overall, the Cranberry River is
not a challenging river to fish. It
has a lot of long riffles and pools,
with an abundance of scattered
boulders that break up the river
and create pockets. Trout often
fall for generic fly patterns like |
Attractors and Hare’s Ears.

Midges are also a big part of the
trout diet here, and Blue Winged
Olives are the most prominent
mayfly hatch. They often emerge [5¢
in good numbers in both spring &=
and fall. Cinnamon Caddis and
Green Sedges are plentiful in
summer.

Shavers Fork of the Cheat River

The Cheat River system includes Jason SPUTIOCk bow hunted in Lo-
continue to the next page gan Co. for a 183 scoreable buck.

GUNS

Advertise In The
W.Va. Sportsman
e FREE Online

~ Low Rates ~
Details On Page 3

: ‘Mlddle Mountain

o l'tl n Cold Beer
- oD |

Pepperoni Rolls

M ini-Mart .
Discount Tobacco

Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
Expert Bow Tuning « Ammo

Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro « Mike’s * Joe’s Flies * Berkley

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

#5E-

Minnows » Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

LIVE BAIT

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

pf ELKINS, WV
-1 304-636-5569
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Locally Owned

TENRIILE LRI

WE BUY LAND
AND
MINERAL RIGHTS

304.623.LAND

TenmileLand.com

the Blackwater River.
BLACKWATER RIVER
This 7.33-mile section of the

Blackwater River in Otter Creek
WMA is an ideal trout stream
thanks to its high elevation and
its proximity to Blackwater Falls
and Blackwater Falls State Park.
Because of this, the Blackwater
River is an ideal fishing spot for
people who want to enjoy a fall
getaway.

But when it comes to fall trout
fishing, don’t miss your chance

J aes Wllliams, fro Fayette-
ville, got a late season bow buck.

to cast a line in a stocked lake
or stream. Here are a few fishing
streams and lakes stocked with
trout that we think you’ll enjoy
this Fall.
UPPER GUYANDOTTE RIVER
This 14-mile long section of
the Guyandotte River is a pris-
tine trout stream located between
Mullens and Pineville. Located
outside Twin Falls Resort State
Park, the upper Guyandotte pro-
vides excellent trout fishing all
year. This stream is a new trout

Cole Collins archery hunted in
Wyoming County.
Feb/March 2024 ~ Page 27

stocking location, officially added
to the schedule in 2021 during a
ceremonial stocking of rainbow
trout.

NORTH FORK SOUTH
BRANCH OF THE POTOMAC
RIVER

This 35.02 mile-section of the
Potomac River’s South Branch
in Grant and Pendleton County
runs through Seneca Rocks and
is known for its scenic beauty,
stunning mountain views and
easy access points for casting
your line. The stream is stocked
downstream, from Judy Gap to
1/2 mile above the junction of
South Branch, near Cabins. WV
Rt. 28 parallels the stream along
this section.

WATOGA LAKE

The 12-acre Watoga Lake is
stocked with rainbow, golden,
brook and brown trout and pro-
vides a great opportunity for all
anglers, experienced and novice
alike, to enjoy fall trout fishing.
Fishing is accessible even to those
with limited mobility.



Bass Sportsman

ENTER AT -

THERAMP %/
TOURNAMENTS
$100 + $10 BIG BASS
7AM. TO4PM. FORALL
> : * 6 FISH LIMIT
In Stores Or Contact Us * OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES
Roger Perry
pandrwhitetailsupreme@gmail.com OPEN TO ALL TEAMS
304-613-9055 INFO: 304-482-7217
P & R Whitetail Supreme On Facebook

Burnsville Lake

[ ® , [ H
Winter Bassin’ In Florida April28
. : Stonewall - Vandalia
It seems like half of the bass lot of boats. There are a few big Mav 26
fishing world goes to Florida this tournaments going on here in the ay .
time of year. winter. Sonewall - Vandalia
And why not? Most of the coun-  But you don’t have to be a tour- June 23
try is languishing in cold or un- nament angler to enjoy Florida Stonewall - Vandalia
predictable weather while Florid- fishing. It’s the bigger lakes that July 21
ians complain if the temperature FlravY the larger 'even_ts, but Flor- Stonewall - Vandalia
dips below 65 degrees. ida is blessed with literally hun- A t18
More importantly, it’s a good dreds of lakes that have big bass. ugus .
place to catch a giant bass. I like south Florida and have Stonewall - Vandalia
Of course, it’s tournament sea- gone to Okeechobee — the Big O September 29

son in Florida and that attracts a

—darn near every year since 1982.
The lake has changed a lot in the
past 10 years. If you haven’t been
there in a while, you would be
amazed at the difference. Nearly
all of the submerged vegetation
is gone. There’s hardly any eel
grass, pepper grass or hydrilla.
I’'m told it’s because they are
spraying the grass every day. Due

to dike repairs on the south end of

{ the lake, the water level is held at

(o e

16 feet above sea level, which is
higher than normal.

Mathew Brown caught some nice
early 2024 Bluestone smallies.

Jesse Hatfield arrowed a great
double tined Mingo Co. buck.

continue to the page 30
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CAMP CONLEY
Par

370 CAMP CONLEY RD.
Point Pleasant, WV

Daily, Weekly & Monthly Rates

FREE ICE

Conveniently located to the following:
Mothman Museum- 400 main st, Point Pleasant, WV 25550

Southside Dragway- route s17 |
Ohio River FiShing' Walking distance = (LC
Local Convenience and more... Qi u

3,500 Acre McClintic Wildlife Management Area
Public Hunting & Fishing

Hunters, Fishermen, Racers, Boaters & Campers

For more information
or reservations call: 304-532 31 78 @

Or find us on Facebook
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Despite that, fishing can still be
good there, and it still takes big
sacks to win. The problem is that
the fish are congregated in about
four or five areas around the lake.

There are smaller lakes north
of there that produce good fish-
ing. Stick Marsh is one, but Gar-
cia, Kenansville and Headwaters
lakes can be good too. Of course,
there are many more — too many
to mention — that don’t get much
fishing pressure. However, I will
warn you that to get to several of
the ramps on these little lakes you
must travel several miles down
dirt roads. Be sure to cover your
rig before making the trip and
plan on washing it afterwards be-
cause it will get very dirty!

et L | i
Brittany Lowell has a very typical
crossbow 8 point buck.

Mlkey Brown used a compound
bow for a deluxe Logan Co. buck.

| tackle.

| HANK'S DISCOUNT & PRWN SHOP

SPORTING GOODS « PAWN SHOP

NEW & USED GUNS ¢« FISHING - AMMO
MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK

69 N. MAIN ST.
PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

If you prefer fishing bigger, more
prominent lakes, the Kissimmee
Chain is about an hour and half
north.

I plan to visit the Everglades
south of the Big O and fish the
backwaters and canals. That area
can be very good for largemouth,
but you stand a chance of catch- &
ing a peacock bass there too. The
peacocks don’t get as large there
as they do in South America, but
they are still fun to catch on bass

/L

Ronald Whltehouse bagged a
buck still in velvet in gun season.

REELS
RODS

Tackle By: Warden * Super Duper - Strike King
Berkley - Mepps - Owner - Zoom * Yum - Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn - Zoom - Trout Magnet - Eagle Claw - Daiwa
Cabin Creek - Shakespeare * St. Croix * Zebco - Case

Ugly Stik - Gitzit - Rebel - Heddon < Rapala & More!

Camping Supplies * Musky Tackle ¢ Marine Products
1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive

Crab Orchard, WV

‘Eﬁ:r-cm. -

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

PSE  Bear Hoo Doo_

Killer Instinct Barett  yay oo s
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200+ Campsites * All Utilities
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout %

Tube Rentals %@
Cable TV @ @%

B wons 3
~ USRt33

@17 9 Miles East Of Elkins
/ BOWDEN,WV

Y 304-636-0023
%‘% www.revelles.com

ng and fishing license. The five
resident adult winners can choose
one lifetime hunting license or a
two-night state forest cabin stay.
The four non-resident youth win-
ners will all receive a Cabela’s
prize package. The five non-res-
ident adult winners can choose a
two-night state forest cabin stay
or two Pipestem Peaks Zipline
tour passes.

Resident Youth Division Winners
Cameron Ford — Bloomery, W.Va.
Gracie Harper — Friendly, W.Va.
Shyann Hurst — Peterstown, W.Va.
Elliana Meadows — Hinton, W.Va.
Morgan Wicker - Belleville,
W.Va.

Resident Adult Division Winners
Raymond Adkins — Forest Hill,
W.Va.

Zack Gill — Ballard, W.Va.

Cameron od from Bloomery,
was a youth DNR pic winner.

GROVE MARINE = o ué®

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer

IRy

PERFORMANCE FISHING BOATS

304-547-5044

7 MILES EAST OF
WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD

s Triadelphia, WV

Monty (Jake) Boytek — Chapman-
ville, W.Va.

Leah O’Neil - Moundsville,
W.Va.

Monica Smith — Buckhannon,
W.Va.

Non-Resident Youth Division
Winners

Brantley Bernhard — Port St. Luc-
ie, Florida

Brock Davis — Star Tannery, Vir-

ginia

Gracie Ryder — Rockingham, Vir-

ginia .
James Vernatter — Concord, North Elliana Meadows from Hmton is
Carolina also a youth DNR pic winner.

FREE Online - www.wvasportsman.net

www.rodgersmithmarine.com S keeter

‘Q Yamaha
Rodger Smith o SOUth Bay

M A R 1 N E

4876 Route 152 —— =
Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487 FF —
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DNR Trout Stocking

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA.
— The West Virginia Division
of Natural Resources (WVDNR)
announced on Monday that the
following waters were stocked
during the week of January 29:
Anthony Creek

Big Clear Creek

Boley Lake

Buffalo Creek (Brooke)

Buffalo Creek (Clay)

Burnsville Tailwaters

Cacapon Park Lakes

Castlemans Run Lake

Clear Fork of Guyandotte River
Cranberry River

Dillons Run

Dog Run Lake (upper and lower
sections)

East River

Edwards Run Pond

Fort Ashby Reservoir

Glade Creek of Mann

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING )\
CAMPING

Danner
Lacrosse
Vortex

Camo Clothing * Tree Stands
Ammunition
Archery Equipment
>  Bows & Arrows
Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
121 Birch River Road

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

Glady Fork

Greenbrier River (Cass)
Greenbrier River (Marlinton)
Howards Creek

Indian Rocks Lake

Knapps Creek

Larenim Park Lake

Little Clear Creek

Lost River

Marsh Fork

Mash Fork

Meadow Creek (Summers)
Middle Wheeling Lake

Mill Creek (Hampshire)
Mill Creek Reservoir

New Creek Dam No. 14
North Fork South Branch
North River

Opequon Creek

Paint Creek

Paw Paw Creek

Pond Fork

Poorhouse Pond

R.D. Bailey Tailwaters
Rocky Marsh Run

Seneca Lake

Shavers Fork (Bemis)
Shavers Fork (lower section)
Shavers Fork (upper section)
South Branch (Franklin)
South Branch (Smoke Hole)
Spruce Knob Lake
Stonewall Jackson Tailwaters
Summit Lake

Dante Curtis,

from Davisville,
landed a Feb. freshwater drum.
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Convenience Store * Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies ¢ Souveniers
Game Checking Station ¢ Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 [\ AT\

Sutton Tailwaters
Teter Creek Lake
Tilhance Creek
Trout Run
Tuckahoe Lake
Tuscarora Creek
Upper Guyandotte River
Waites Run
Watoga Lake
Wheeling Creek
Whiteday Creek

While daily trout stockings are
not announced in advance, the
WVDNR publishes a list of re-
cently stocked waters at WVdnr.
gov/fish-stocking. Anglers may
also find out what waters have
been stocked by calling the stock-
ing hotline at 304-558-3399. In
inclement weather, missed stock-
ings are made up by either addi-
tional stocking runs or additional
fish added to upcoming stocking
events. For more information
about trout stocking locations,
anglers should check pages 14-15

Y in the 2024 Fishing Regulations

Summary, available to download
at WVdnr.gov/fishing-regula-
tions.

All anglers 15 years and older are
required to have a West Virginia
fishing license, trout stamp and a

. valid form of identification while

fishing for trout. Licenses and
stamps can be purchased at more
than 150 retail locations across
the state or online at WVfish.com.



ATTENTION

COLT COLLECTORS

ONE OF ONE

* COLT Single Action Army
+.45 Colt 7 1/2” Barrel
* AAA Select Walnut Grip
* Royal blue with gold plated
hammer, trigger guard, trigger, base
pin, backstrap, ejector rod & head

* Engraved By COLT Master

WhEEIGr,S Guns & Am mo Engraver John Pease
160 5th St. Elkins, WV  681-298-5070 + Kept In Vault Since 2019

- 'l“ !!

!..-a,, o
i ;

- __on‘efof One

In Stock
Rlﬂes ¢ Pistols
* Shotguns

Hard To Find
Ammunition

Open 8am to 3pm M-F
Sat. 8am to 1pm
Closed Wed & Sun

Brian Wheeler
Owner

Feb/March
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LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES « FINANCE « PARTS « SERVICE

www.leesonsmotors.com 320 West Main Street
Bridgeport, WV [
(304) 842-5469

$ SUZUKL ey g Used

@O KYMCO lm

Motorcycles
ATV & UTV’s

22nd Annual West Virginia
Fishing, Hunting Outdoor Show

The 22nd Annual West Virgin-
ia Fishing, Hunting, and Outdoor
Sports Show will be held at the
Ruby Community Center at My-
lan Park in Morgantown, WV
March 2-3, 2024. We are the
fastest growing Outdoor Show in
the area with more than 200 Ven-

Z : N .
Jerry Whitman archery hunted
in Logan County for his 10 point

dor Booths in more than 100,000
square feet. Vendors representing
our varied Hunting, Fishing, and
Outdoor Culture wait to meet the
thousands of attendees that flow
through our doors. Vendors from
all over the country (and even from
South Africa) have a wide range

Seth Thomas used hlS bow for a
158 Pope & Young score buck.

CRISS SALES & SERVICE  Husqvarna
(304) Shindaiwa
472-1474 & More

, OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV Saws & Trimmers

Lawn & Garden

CUSTOM ARROWS

Gold Tip Carbon Crosshow Bolts

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

One Block Off Main Street
34 Rebecca Street

SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

of products and services to offer.
From fishing, hunting, whitewater
rafting, camping (tents and RV’s),
side by sides and four-wheelers,
continue to the next page

Andy Godwin, from Burnsville,

- 2| hooked 2 big crappie recently.

BRUSHY FORK MART

Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

Gasoline LIVE
BAIT

Diesel
Kerosene
WYV Lottery & Powerball
We Have SHINERS
and CRAPPIE MINNOWS

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm-

Sun 7am to 9pm
304-472.5132

S
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tractors and much, much more!
Attendees will get to meet and
listen to Josh White, former NA-
SCAR driver and USMC Veteran
turned Outdoor Adventure Host,
Josh White and get a great line up
of seminars on hunting, fishing,
and even a wild game cooking
demonstration. We are giving our
attendees the opportunity to win a
trip to Maine to go on a bear hunt
with Back Bone Mountain Guide

B |

Many people enjoyed last years
WV Hunting, Fishing and Out-
door Show. Join the fun this year!

1)
. Sl
Jeff Martin got a nice 10 point in

Wild Outdoors in Birch River.

FREE ONLINE wvasportsman net

Nicholas Co. Photo courtesy of WV

Service. Our younger generation
will get to see Smokey the Bear,
real hawks and falcons, light sa-
ber battles, and new this year— A
Reptile Room filled with a variety

of Reptiles that can be looked at
and touched! Come out to see
what everyone has been talking
about for years. We can’t wait to
see you too!

oVER 200 VENDOR BOOTHS

Sports Equipment
Fishing Tackle & Bait

Tractors, Trailers & Trucks

Campers & RVs
Boats & Jet Skis
Motorcycles & ATVs
Camping Gear

wvoutdoorsportsshow.com

VENDOR BOOTH SPACE AVAILABLE - Call 304-554-3905

FISHING, HUNTING . OUTDOOR
- SPORTS SHOW

Saturday 10 am to 7 pm
Sunday 10 am to 4 pm

Admission
Adults $12
Kids 6 to 12 $5
Under 6 FREE

presented by:

WVRCMEDIA

audio + digital + video

JOIN THE FUN!

Hunting Supplies
Sporting Clubs
Guns & Knives

Outfitters
Game Calls
Charter Boats
Taxidermy
and Much More!
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GUNS AMMO RELOADING

HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING
NlckBattlstareeledlnahugecold TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPL'ES

weather walleye.

* Gunsmlths to service and repalr flrearms
* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

6522 Tyler Highway

Darci Hogue got her 1st buck with s I STE RSVI L LE y WV 26175
a compound bow. 304-758-2150

GOOD LUCK DEER PROCESSING

Hunting & Fishing - =
In WV In 2024 www.facebook.com/mountainsidewyv
SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED
Send in your big game

e (T A e www.mountainsidewv.com
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Morgan Wicker, from Belleville,
was a DNR youth pic winner.

Austin Cooper got a great Masn
County whitetail buck.

Justin Bunner hunted in Calhoun
County for a monster 16 point.

FREE ONLINE Since 2006

* Our Advertisers
+ Stream Report
- Back Issues

ww.WVasportsman.net

The Bobcat

24 x 16’

384 Square

Features A 24’ x 8’
Covered Porch

Building Materials
Available

.....

M
MOUNTAIN STATE
LOG HOMES, INC.

Two Locations In WV

208 Display Drive
Jane Lew, WV 26378
304-884-6646

“Your Path To Affordable

Log Home Living”
* FREE Unloading At Your Site
* Milled Locally In Jane Lew, WV
* Kiln Dried White Pine Log Choices

Many NEW

models to choose from.

521 Hinkle Road
Fayetteville, WV 25840
304-517-9081

MILL DIRECT

PRICES!

D-Logs 6” x 6”7, 6” x 8”, 8" x 8”
Log Siding 6”, 8”, 12”
Douglas Fir Beams
Dove Tail Log 6” x 12”
TIG1” x 6”,2" x 6”
Cedar Posts & Railing

T Ty Yy & = " e e - 2 4:-’.“.7'.\;' : J 4
Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com
Or email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.net

Feb/March ~ Page 37




E/T | E L BB|/UB|YEGLREHNNEFP 304-439-5329
SZ|CKENGMPONPOILOACSR|E I
MR OKUMAP I UBLEWSDCEMS RICKS
AJ EIOE BLCSLMBNTTRDLOT
LMBTMEPPSPHPEWOAEMMA MkTITAX(iDtdERMY
YP EDTAYSAZRWKRTHBOBC|| o0 fime
ESAALIGOIIEMUOHNMUEK 43 Years Experience
LOKR I AL NGNOLRCTLNARL §
K1z L T s GGEWAND I AWA I s E|| ©ftalRdOn
RLEYMSCENTARGDAOECHA \
Accepting Major Credit Cards
EEE])YNODQBARNFEREWRRID Full Time/Award Winning Master
BO/ANRDTOPEKUOTTRFAMG Taxidermist Rick Dunlap
KH LLHROLGRENNIPSTEGADO
RM TO| I FENWICKRLOOTWND_
EAHJ SNANAHI AZEEMOSOE AR TS,
HR AILLOAI AO/I LETGMLGRNP
TTMB ST I REMS|C|I EGOSOLR
NIl RRDMLKMRELMSNJCOUI O
AINOE GUORGAKAND LI OzZMT
PTWARDENSRHT|S EKZTUAP
Magnet ¢ Torpedo * Power ¢ Scent * Eggs ¢ Zoom ¢ Rod * Holder
Wardens * Johnny ¢ Morris * Abu * Garcia * Bobber ¢ Rooster
Mepps * Pautzkes * Berkley « Worm ¢ Spinner ¢ Tackle ¢ Glitter
Predator ¢ Diawa ¢ Fenwick ¢ Float ¢ Legend ¢ Salmon ¢ Shimano
Panther ¢ Martin ¢ Aglia ¢ Lews ¢ Penn ¢ Okuma ¢ Glow ¢ Strap W ;.
. Dan Marcum arrowed a Mmgo
Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally County 8 point whitetail buck.

LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED
CLIPOUTTOMAIL _ _ _ : We are looking for LARGE fish & game
ame t from 2023 & 2024.
: z ddress : N& ;.plc o ro;no Send Photo To:
. | WVS
| | DOES 1. Box 5521
| State Zip | Vienna, WV
| Fish Pound TEXT 304.482 1217 26105
| Per___ Oher_______ _#Piims_ —— | Photos WillBe Reumed  E-mail wvasport@gmail.com

Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman - Details Are On Page 3 - Low Rates
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Earley for Congress

EARLEY

:CONGRESS

-

f-‘"»ﬁ :

. OF EARLEY %é
'S YOUR: T‘cONGRESSMAN\«

o ’;._“_‘: ¥ S0 F0R BY VETERAN JOE EARCEY FOR CONGRESS
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www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com

Reel n Your Savings

X SUpctiel Tevels

T.R. Hathaway says: “ Try using Power Bait for hooking more trout”

St P TOYOTA

2024 To yota Tundra

On The Way
The name says it all!

SALES, SERVICE,
PARTS

www.SuperiorAutoWYV.com
2024 Toyota H:ghlander

$750 Customer Cash and 4.99% APR for 60 Months
Reserve Yours Today

2024 Toyota 4Runner

‘ﬂﬁ“ﬁf“‘ mlﬁw ul
“1!
- ,1'4

3.99% APR for 60 Months (gas only) VIV =
Reserve Yours Today Reserve Yours Today

View the Superior Toyota Sales Incentives for this

. : . Rt. 50 EAST
month by going online at superiorautowv.com )
PARKERSBURG
* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate.

e e o s 304-424-5122
800-478-5884

3-4, 2024
www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com
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