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FREE Unloading at Your Site
Milled Locally in Jane Lew, WV
Save money when you buy mill direct
by taking out the middleman!
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Affordable Log
Home Living
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 17 year old Aidan Crockett, 
from Braxton County, landed a 
6 pound even largemouth bass 
at Sutton Lake recently.  He and 
his younger brother Isaiah have 
fished in numerous national 
youth bass events.  His father, 
Johnny, has taught his sons well. 
 Fishing season has started.  
Good luck to all anglers.
  We are looking for big game 
pics.  Form is on page 38. 
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CWD Containment Areas

FREE ONLINE
www.wvasportsman.net

www.revelles.com

200+ Campsites • All Utilities 
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout
Tube Rentals
Cable TV

     US Rt 33
9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023

Revelle’s

Alan White, from West Union, 
caught a nice March largemouth.

 The West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources (WVDNR) 
announced today the expansion 
of the Chronic Wasting Disease 
(CWD) Containment Area after 
the detection of CWD in a Grant 
County deer. 
 “Grant County has been part of 
the CWD containment Area since 
2015 because of its proximity to 
affected counties,” said Paul Jo-
hansen, chief of the WVDNR’s 
Wildlife Resources Section. 
“While there is no evidence that 
CWD is harmful to humans, it is 
important that hunters abide by 
the carcass transport regulations 
to reduce risk factors that may af-
fect our deer population.” 

104’ Tall
Lighthouse 

Tour

Pontoon
Fishing Boat
Paddleboard

Canoe
Kayak

Rentals

Pirate Ship
Playground

Luxury
Cabins

Tiny
Cabins

   278 Summersville Lake Rd.
       Mt. Nebo, WV 26679
         304-872-5975
www.summersvillelakeretreat.com

RV Camp
Gift Shop
Cabins

Playground • Tent Camping • Boat Rental
Lighthouse

Grant County is the first new 
county where CWD has been 
detected in wild deer in the state 
since 2023, when cases were iden-
tified in Jefferson County. Previ-
ously, CWD cases were detected 
in Berkeley, Mineral, Morgan, 
Hardy and Hampshire counties.
  To reduce the risk of further 
disease spread, the WVDNR has 
implemented restrictions on bait-
ing and feeding deer and on trans-
porting high-risk carcass parts out 
of the CWD containment area. 
Transport restrictions for Grant 
County will take effect during the 
2025 deer hunting season. 
  Additionally, as a proactive mea-
sure, baiting restrictions will be 
implemented in Pendleton Coun-
ty during the 2025 deer hunting 
season. Feeding restrictions are 
currently in effect. While CWD 
has not been detected in Pendle-
ton County, its close proximity to 
known cases of the disease makes 
risk mitigation efforts critical.
  The WVDNR continues to offer 
free CWD testing to hunters who 
harvest deer in the CWD Con-
tainment Area during all deer sea-
sons. For questions about CWD, 
regulations and testing contact the 
WVDNR District 2 office at 304-
822-3551.

Send In Your Recent
Pics - Form on Page 38



Lazy Dog
Campground & Resort

CATFISH PAYLAKE

2 CATFISH PAY LAKES ~ SAME FISHING RATES ON BOTH LAKES

CATFISH PARADISE
CATFISH PAYLAKE

1564 McGriffins Lane
Jackson, Ohio 45640

(740) 384-4700

10 Cabins
•70 Full Hook-up

   Campsites

Check Us Out
On Facebook At 

Lazy Dogs

Numerous Sites
Shelter House
Picnic Areas
Bathhouse

Laundry Facilities

Playground
Pay Lake / Fishing 

Dbl. Horseshoe Pits
Swimming Pool

Double Cornhole

BRING
THE 

FAMILY

FISHING RATES FOR 12 HOURS  $18 + $3 BONUS FISH - 6 TO 10 YEARS OLD $5 - FREE 5 & UNDER
24 HOURS  $25      48 HOURS $43

Both Lakes Feature Fully Equipped Tackle Shops  LIVE BAIT
Both Lakes Open 24 Hours - 7 Days A Week

“Where the big cats swim”

JOIN THE
FUN!

12769 Veto Road
Between Belpre & Marietta On Rt. 7

Marietta, OH 
45750

(740) 373-0686

CATFISH PARADISE

www.catfishparadiseohio.com

Fri /Sat Tournaments 7pm to Midnite Lazy Dog   Fri/Sat 8pm to 1am Catfish Paradise    $20 + Ticket    Pays Top 4

Enjoy Camping, Fishing & Swimming
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B&B PAWN SHOP304-269-6330 BETWEEN WESTON
AND GLENVILLE

PAWN - BUY
SELL - TRADE

13454 US. HWY 33 WEST
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ALUM BRIDGE, WV
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Josh Murray landed an Ohio Riv-
er hybrid bass.
  A hybrid is a cross between a 
white bass and a striped bass.  No-
tice the broken lines towards the 
bottom of the side.  Easy to tell.

Drexel Cline caught a 7 lb., 3 oz. 
rainbow trout in Wyoming Co.  

and Country Store

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
1 1/2  Miles On The Right

Broken Wheel Campground
Fishing 
 Hunting
Supplies

304-269-6097

Gifts - Game Room 
- Playground

Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

I-79  Exit 96
Weston, WV

Quiet, Listen, Rattlesnake
By Don Lilly - Sutton, WV  Before I tell you my story, I need 

to tell you my dad’s story. Who 
would ever think, you could have 
so much fun out of a dead rattle-
snake.
  When I was a teenager, my dad 
brought me home some rattlers, 
off of a rattlesnake. 
  My dad worked most of his life 
as a mine foreman in the coal 
mines, he always had wild stories 
of things happening in and around 
the mines. As a young man, this 
was exciting to me! 
  This particular day, when I re-
ceived the rattlers, I asked him, 
how in the world did you get 

these? 
  Dad said, well we had this guy 
at work, and he was always pull-
ing pranks on the men. For in-
stance, this guy would bring two 
slices of bread to work. Then he 
would take a bucket of grease, 
and spread grease on them, and 
make a grease sandwich. Then, 
he would take someone’s bucket, 
take the good sandwich out, and 
put the grease sandwich in.
  In the mines it’s dark, and you 
just feel around in your bucket 
and pull out a sandwich, unwrap 
it and start eating. Dad said, well 
can you imagine taking a bite of 
that sandwich, trying to get the 
taste of grease out of your mouth?
  He said, well I had enough, I 
was waiting just for the right sit-
uation and sure enough today was 
the day. I was going to work this 
morning and there, lying in the 
road, was a dead rattlesnake. 

  This is what I had been waiting 
on. The guy that made the grease 
sandwich, was scared to death of 
rats and snakes, today was the day 
of reckoning.   
  He said, I took the rattlers off the 
snake and put them in my pocket. 
I put the snake in a sack and took 
it to the mines. When no one was 
looking, I took everything out of 
his bucket, and replaced it with 

conintue to the next page
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SALE
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www.rodgersmithmarine.com SKEETER

Family Fun!
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Robert Rockey brought in a rifle 
deer in Ritchie County.

continue to the next page

Hunter Rohr reeled in a huge 
Shavers Fork rainbow trout.

that huge coiled up dead rattler. 
  Now, all Dad had to do, was wait 
for lunch time. When lunch time 
came, and he put his hand inside, 
he felt around and said, what did 
my wife pack in my bucket? He 
held his bucket out in front of 
him so his head lamp light would 
shine inside. As soon as his light 
hit that snake. 
  Dad shouted, there’s a rattle-
snake, and shook those rattlers at 
the same time. 
  The man threw his bucket across 
the mine and took off running. 
Dad said, we very caught him be-
fore he left the mine. 
  I asked dad, what did the guy 
say. Dad said, well he never made 
anymore grease sandwich’s. 
  For a boy, I loved that story. The 
best part, dad gave me the rattlers, 
there were 13 rattlers and a but-

ton. I had a lot of fun taking them 
to school, scaring all my friends 
with them. 
  I lived in Paint Creek WV, a 
place called Standard. There were 
some new boys that moved in the 
neighborhood. I figured, hey, this 
is as good a time as any to wel-

come them, and introduced them 
to my snake rattlers. 



Largest lake in the region (27 acres)
Stocked monthly (catfish in warm months, trout in cold months)
Minutes off the interstate with Ample parking
Shoreline fishing / kayaks are permitted
Accessible dock, kayak dock
July-August catfish tournaments
On-site bait shop

Ridenour Lake - Nitro, WV

NitroCVB.com

Young Allen Plum reeled in a 19” 
rainbow.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

April May 2025 ~ Page 8

  There was a water culvert I had 
been through a few times. It went 
from the valley floor up the hill, 
and went under the West Virginia 
Turnpike. I am guessing it must 
have been around 50 yards long 
and coated with rubber inside. 
It was big enough so you could 
crawl on your hands and knees 
without a lot of problem.
 This particular day, I saw the 

new boys out riding their bikes 
and asked them, would like to do 
something fun. My yes, they were 
all over that and it was almost in 
sight of their house. 
  I showed them the colvert, they 
were a little apprehensive about 
going into dark space like that, 
there might be spiders. I told 
them, I had done it before, and to 
make them feel better, I would go 
first.
  We started up the culvert, I was 
in front, and in my pocket I had 
those rattlers. 
  We started up the culvert, it 
got very very dark quick. You 
couldn’t see your hand in front of 
your face. It was the darkest place 
you could ever imagine. There 
was no sound, you were 40 feet 
underground, other than the noise 
of the laughing we were making. 
  It was an uphill climb, so about 

every 30 feet, I would stop, and 
say, man, I hope we don’t run into 
a wild animal sleeping in here! 
That thing will eat us up! I would 
assure them. I’m in front, it would 
get me first. 
  At this point, things started to 
get more serious, the laughing 

continue to page 11

Cole Huff caught & released an 
early season smallmouth bass. 
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90 Day Lay-Away
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11-6 Mon-Fri
11-5 Sat

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg

And Clarksburg

103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200

PISTOLS & RIFLES

CLOTHING

SCOPES

TACKLERODS-REELS

RELOADING

AMMO

ARCHERY

April/May 2025 ~ Page 9

CLASS 3
DEALER

Suppressors
Thermal Scopes



96 Outdoor Plaza
Ripley, WV 25271
304-373-0400

OVER
4,000
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IN STOCK

bridgeport equipment and tool ripley
www.bridgeportequip.com

Bridgeport, OH
740-635-1129
Marietta, OH

740-373-6686
New Martinsville,WV
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CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline  Musky Lures
 • Food • Live Bait • Minnows & More

• Fishing Tackle • Crossbows

Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
5 am-8 pm Fr

8 am-8 pm Sat
Closed Sunday

GUNS
In Stock

Or Ordered
Safe

Showroom

LIVE
BAIT

Ravin - Barnette
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Alyssa Dennis reeled in a 19” 
rainbow trout in March. 

had stopped. I had those boys so 
primed. They were about to jump 
out of their skin.
  We got about 3/4 the way 
through, I said, everybody qui-
et, quiet! I said, did you all hear 
anything? They said, no we didn’t 
hear anything. Shhh, Quiet, you 
could have literally heard a pin 
drop. I said, I feel something soft 
squirming under my hand. There 
was dead silence. It was so scary. 
I was scaring myself, because I 
knew what was about to happen. 
  One of the boys whispered, what 
is it?  More silence, I got in my 
pocket and got those rattlers out 
and reached my hand back, and 
put it in the middle of them. I 
starting buzzing those rattlers, and 
screamed, it’s a Rattlesnake!!!!!
   You can’t imagine all the chaos, 
everyone was trying to get over 
top of each other. I was following 
right behind buzzing those rattlers 
and screaming!! Rattlesnake!! 
Rattlesnake!!
  When they got outside they were 
gone!!  I couldn’t hardly get out 
of the culvert, I was laughing so 
hard.  
  After that day, I never saw those 
boys again.  
  I always kind of felt bad, I did 

those old boys that way. I bet that 
was the most excitement they had 
in their life.  

  One thing I am certain, they will 
never, ever, go through a dark cul-
vert with me again. 

Zach Horrocks and Alex Goff won an early April Stonewall Jackson 
Lake bass tournament
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3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104

    (304) 428 PAWN (7296)6)

515 Division Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101

(304) 428-7298
www.carlspawnshop.com          MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM    SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION
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Bryan Alderman, from Hinton, 
caught a March smallmouth bass.

Kevin Ross, from Pennsboro, 
hooked a fine smallmouth bass I 

  For most of us who live in the 
colder climates of the United 
States, cabin fever is setting in 
big time. As I sit around the house 
mired in seasonal depression, 
reading articles, watching fishing 

Spring Bass Fishing Techniques
videos, and going through tack-
le, I can’t help but get the jitters 
thinking about my favorite time 
of year to be on the water. There’s 
nothing quite like bass fishing in 
the spring. The bass are awaken-

ing from their winter dormancy 
and they have one thing on their 
minds before the big spawn. You 
guessed it: gorging themselves to 
the max to have the proper nutri-
ents before working hard to make 
future generations of green and 
brown bass. 
  I wait all year for that first ice 
to go off the lakes. Whether it’s 
throwing a jerkbait, dragging a 
swimbait, throwing hair, or crank-
in’ a chatterbait; the bites are fero-
cious and it’s the best time to catch 
your new personal-best bass. 
  While most of the following ad-
vice comes from extensive expe-
rience on northern fisheries for 
both largemouth and smallmouth, 
these techniques can be and are 
utilized in all areas where there is 
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Burnsville DocksBurnsville Docks

Snacks/Beverages
Prepared Food

www.burnsvilledock.com

Lots Of Jigs
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Michael Wagoner hooked a big 
New River smallmouth bass.

continue to the next page

613 E Main St.
HARRISVILLE, WV

304-643-2940

LIVE BAIT
MINNOWS • NIGHTCRAWLER • MEAL WORM

NEW & USED GUNS
Buy - Sell - Trade - Pawn

Archery Equipment
Tools - Chainsaws

Open: Mon Tue Thu Fri 8-4
Wed & Sat 8 to Noon

FISHING
TACKLE

A
M
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Mathew Brown fished at Blue-
stone for a fine largemouth bass.

Reserve Your Slip Space Now

a significant temperature change 
among the four seasons. So, don’t 
hesitate to try something new here 
in the southern impoundments; it 
just might put a few more fish in 
the boat. 
Pre Spawn and Habitats to Target
  As you can imagine, when that 
ice comes off the lake, that wa-
ter is cold; and I mean COLD! In 
some cases, when the area around 
your local boat ramp finally has 
open water to dump a boat in, oth-
er parts of the waterbody might 
still have ice on the banks and in 
the shallow coves. When the wa-
ter is that cold, you need to take 
a specific approach, especially 
in northern lakes, most of which 
contain both species of fish.
  There are two ways you can go: 
either really deep or really shal-

low. Many of your smallmouth 
will still be in their wintering 
patterns hugging deep rock piles, 
boulders, and any sort of hard 
structure on the bottom. Large-
mouth will also hang around hard 
structures, but will relate more to 
the forage that’s closer to whatev-
er weeds are still left from the fall. 
  For largemouth especially, the 
extreme shallows are what warms 
up the quickest, especially when 
they’re full of rocks and woody 
debris. Hard structures also heat 
up faster, especially when the sun 
is hitting them on a warm early 
spring day. Afternoon hours can 
be killer after the sun has had a 
chance to “bake” those hard struc-

tures all morning long and give 
off some heat. 
  Once that water warms up a lit-



THE BOW SHOP
HOYT • MATHEWS • DIAMOND • BOWTECH • MISSION • PSE

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

304-622-8440

Open 10AM to 8PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV
Harold Cogar, Owner

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

LEAGUE
SHOOTING

50 YARD
INDOOR RANGE
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continue to the next page

Blaike Hepner, from Barrackville, 
reeled in a nice rainbow trout.

Dominic Goodnight landed a 
musky in Wirt County.

tle bit after some warm spring sun 
and crests the 40 degree mark — 
that’s when things really start to 
get going. Both largemouth and 
smallmouth get up shallow and 
probe the flats, searching for their 
next meal. Even though the bass 
are usually pretty hungry, the wa-
ter is still cold, and they are fairly 

lethargic still, so presenting a bait 
that will sit in front of their face 
and suspend is crucial to picking 
up more bites. 
  Fast forward a few weeks to mid 
to late April; that’s when the real 
magic happens. Water tempera-
tures enter the roaring 50s and 
bass just want to feed up heavy 

before the spawn. Both species are 
cruising the shallows looking for 
their next meal. This is the time of 
year most anglers enjoy most, just 
because of how willing bass are to 
bite practically anything. It’s truly 
one of the best times of the spring 
to be on the water if you’re look-

In Stores Or Contact Us
Roger Perry

pandrwhitetailsupreme@gmail.com
304-613-9055

Buckhannon, WV
P & R Whitetail Supreme On Facebook

• Grow A Healthier Herd
• Attract Deer

Made In

Park Center Sporting Goods, Rainelle WV   Holly River Grocery, Hacker Valley WV   Re-creations Taxidermy El-
kins WV   Valley Bend Valley Muffler & Brake, Parkersburg WV   Smokin Musket Outdoors, Bloomery WV   Carol’s 
Store, Bergoo WV   PC Outdoors, Crab Orchard WV   The Y Country Store, Walkersville WV    Tri County Arms & 
Archery, Petersburg WV   Knobley Farms Sport Shop, New Creek WV    Freedom Ag, Buckhannon WV   Southern 
States, Elkins WV    Freedom Ag, Gassaway WV    Hardman’s Hardware, Glenville WV   Home Warehouse Inc., 
Uniontown PA   Mountaineer Gun & Tackle, Man WV   Southern States, Philippi WV    Jane Lew Home Center, 
Jane Lew WV   BFS Farm & Home (Southern States), Morgantown WV   Kirkendoll’s Pay Pond, Oceana WV 

Freedom Ag, Ronceverte WV     Hall’s Feed & Farm Supply, Pennsboro WV   Jowar Feed & Supply, Laeger WV  
Southern States, Summersville WV    Liggett’s Supply, Mill Creek WV     Allegheny Industrial Supply, Bridgeport 

WV  304 Outdoors, Belington WV  Green’s Feed and Seed, Charleston WV



www.bosgunshop.com
Located In Ravenswood, WV  -  Order Online

eMail:  sales@bosgunshop.com
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Lillie Diule, from Elkins, hunted 
in the snow for her nice buck.

Jadley Griange hooked a 6 3/4 
pound rainbow trout.  Photo cour-
tesy of Middle Mountain Sporting Goods 
in Elkins.

Advertise In The

W. Va Sportsman
Rates Are On Page 3

• 34 Years In Business
• Reach More Customers
• Over 5 Million Printed

• Target Marketing

ing for their next meal. This is the 
time of year most anglers enjoy 
most, just because of how willing 
bass are to bite practically any-
thing. It’s truly one of the best 
times of the spring to be on the 
water if you’re looking for a new 
personal best. 
The Spawn: What to Look For 
and Avoid
  The other part of the spring that 
many people either look forward 

to or completely hate is when the 
bass start to spawn. For small-
mouth, it’s when the thermometer 
hits that 55-degree mark; large-
mouth wait until temps hit the 
low 60s. Hammering bass at this 
time of year can be an extreme-
ly touchy subject, especially be-
cause this is when tournaments 
start in many parts of the country. 
  While catch-and-immediate-re-
lease is the best practice if you see 
a bedding bass and want to catch 
it, please take into consideration 
that this is the most stressful time 
in the bass’s lifecycle every year. 
It takes a lot out of them to not 
feed and protect their nests with 
all of their might. The more ef-
fort they put into fighting you on 
the way to the boat, the less ener-
gy they have to protect their nest 
when they get released.
 Both bass species generally 
spawn in shallow water to allow 
good light penetration for sub-
stantial egg growth. In very clear 

water, light penetrates deeper; 
you might find bass spawning as 

continue to the next page
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NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans                             

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5961

www.7riversmarine.com

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

YAMAHA 
SUZUKI

OUTBOARD
Authorized

Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

Mellanie Allender used a rifle in 
Ritchie County for her buck. 

continue to the next page

deep as 20 feet or more, especial-
ly smallmouth. 
  Whatever the water clarity, you 
can easily define a bass bed in 
the water, because it’s generally 
lighter colored than the rest of the 
surrounding bottom. Male bass 
will come shallow to gather a 
mixture of rock, sand, gravel and 
other hard structures to fan out a 
nest with their tails — that’s what 
makes it stand out. 
  Sometimes, you’ll even spot 
nests next to large boulders, 
docks, and holes in vegetation. 
Males will continue to stay in the 
nest until after the fry emerge. 
The only time a female bass is 
present is when they come to lay 
their eggs and physically spawn. 
Females will hang around for 
a few days before moving on to 
another nest, since most don’t de-
posit all their eggs in one place; 
some females will deposit eggs 
in up to eight different nests in a 
single spring. The most import-
ant thing to remember is that not 
all bass spawn at the same time. 
There are different stages of the 
spawn on different moon cycles, 
and at any given time, bass can be 
in all three stages at once in a giv-

en waterbody.
Post Spawn and What to Look For
  As the water temps rise out of the 
mid 60s into the 70s, many bass 
are starting to transition into their 
summer patterns. Often referred 
to as the “post-spawn blues” it 

can be one of the toughest times 
to catch fish, but it can also be the 
most rewarding when you do fig-
ure them out. Many of the male 
bass transition from guarding 
their nests to leading the fry into 
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Keith McCloy caught a rainbow 
trout at Mountwood Lake.

      Lick Run Hunt Club is located in Webster County, West 
Virginia and encompasses over 8000 acres near the community 
of Hacker Valley.  The Club is home to deer, turkey, bear and 
squirrel.  Our members are invited to stay and camp and enjoy 
the many activities within the Club as well as the surrounding 
areas.  Lick Run Hunt Club emphasizes the outdoor experience 
in a private setting with beautiful mountain scenery. 

The annual membership fee is $500.00 and includes 
everyone in your immediate family, living at home, 

under the age of 22.
• Year Round Camper Space & ATV use.

• Nearby Fishing Opportunities.  Family Fun.

www.lickrunhuntclub.com

To Join The Club For 2024 Contact:
(304) 688-8336 Myron Boggess   mboggess@pffwv.org

           An Application Form Is Also On Our Website

Join NOW!

SPORTING GOODS • PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS • FISHING • AMMO

MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK
69 N. MAIN ST.

PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN 

Immediate OPENINGS LEFT - Get In For The 2025 Season

the nearest standing vegetation, 
where they will then stay till they 
are big enough to fend for them-
selves. 
  Some anglers consider fry-guard-
ians a blast to catch, mainly be-
cause it’s like bed fishing, but the 
bass are more responsive to mov-
ing baits. You can actually get 
them to chase something instead 
of dropping your bait on their 
heads.
  Many fish are also beginning to 
go deeper into weedbeds, rock 
piles, and docks to start feeding 
again. Fishing boat docks can be 
a big player this time of year. Bass 
will start to stray farther from 
their nests and take shade under 

boat docks. Standing and floating 
docks both provide great shade 
for predator and prey species. 
 Female bass, especially, will 
hang out under docks so they 
don’t have to go far to find an 
easy meal. Don’t disregard the 
areas inside weed edges, they can 
be a great post-spawn habitat fea-
ture. Bass don’t have to move far 

to slide into an inside weed edge; 
it’s an easy spot for them to am-
bush prey and relax after a stress-
ful spawn.
  There are many different tech-
niques that can be used through-
out the spring to put a lot of bass 
in the boat. Some definitely work 
better than others, but there are 
some that truly shine in the spring. 

Tyler Harris reeled in a nice 
brown trout at Shavers Fork.



Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of

St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department

• Fiberglass
• Aluminum
• Pontoon

2025 Boats In Stock
Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes

Pontoon • Bass Boats
Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

• Food & Beverages
• Convenience Items
Everything you need for

a day on the water!
372-9697

Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 
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Lee Gunnoe got a huge wild boar 
in Boone County.

continue to page 20
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SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
— The West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources (WVDNR) to-
day announced the completion of 
a new public boat ramp in Clen-
denin, which will expand access 
to the lower Elk River and im-
prove recreational opportunities 

New Boat Ramp Open In Clendenin
for anglers and boaters
  “We’re excited to open this new 
boat ramp and continue the WVD-
NR’s important work of making 
it easier for resident and visitor 
anglers and boaters to experience 
the Elk River and all it has to of-
fer,” said WVDNR Director Brett 

McMillion.
  The $800,000 construction proj-
ect was a partnership between the 
WVDNR and the Town of Clen-
denin, which owns the property 
and has committed to maintaining 
and operating the ramp along with 
two additional access sites with-
in town limits. Project design and 
permitting was handled by E.L. 
Robinson Engineering and the 
construction contract was com-
pleted by  J.F. Allen Company.



Ohio River Outdoors LLC
On Facebook

HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

SMUTTY DOG • LEOPARDIS  CRANE 
• TYRANT  • LLUNGEN • BITE BACK

JONES • BOGGS • MYERS
COBB’S • RED OCTOBER 

HOTTAIL & MORE

           WV’s Largest Tackle Store

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Worms • Mealworms

Rapala • Molix • X Zone • Keitech • Strike King • Berkely • Storm
13 Fishing • KW • Yamamoto • Yum • Rebel • Bandit • 6th Sense

Bomber • Megabass • Jackall • Havoc • Net Bait • Z Man • Gamakatsu
VMC • Savage Gear • Bio Bait • Live Target • Crunchcity • Roboworm
Goggan • Lunkerhunt • Sufix • Lucky Strike • Reaction • KVD • Rage
Zoom • FYAO • Missle • Venom • Gulp • Seagar • P Line • & MORE!

  Trout Reels • Rods • Tackle
Gun Accessories • Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Just Outside Of Parkersburg

13520 Emerson Ave.
Williamstown, WV 26187   

On RT. 2 
3.3 Miles From I77 Emerson Ave Exit 304-916-1800

RODS:  MOLIX • LEW’S 
CASHION • BERKLEY

FENWICK • ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO • G LOOMIS • HALO

MADKATZ - ST. CROIX
PENN • DAIWA • OUTLAW

OVER 
4,000
RODS

PLASTICS

TROUT

220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES

LINE

COOLERS

CRANKBAITS

REELS

OPEN - 7 Days A Week
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FFS
LARGE SELECTON
FORWARD FACING

SONAR BAITS



• A/C
• TV - DVD
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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• Free Hot Breakfast
• Free WiFi
• Pet Friendly
• 24 Hour Front Desk
• Outside Electric
• Fitness Center
• Meeting Room
• Nearby Attractions

  Mardi Gras Casino
 Ridenour Lake
 Shopping Plaza

1211 Liberty Park Drive
Building A

Hurricane, WV
304-397-3200

Damon Abshire, from Dunbar, 
hooked a 6 lb., 6 oz. largemouth.

“We appreciate the Town of Clen-
denin for their commitment to 
maintaining this site and ensur-
ing it benefits anglers, boaters 
and outdoor enthusiasts while 
also supporting tourism and lo-
cal businesses for years to come,” 
McMillion said.
  The new boat ramp, located at 
Virginia Avenue, is part of the 
WVDNR’s ongoing commitment 
to improving outdoor recreation 
infrastructure across the state. It is 
one of six newly completed pub-
lic access points on the lower Elk 
River and creates more opportu-
nities for anglers and paddlers to 
customize their trips and experi-
ence the river’s scenic beauty. A 
full map of public boating and 
fishing access sites can be found 
at mapwv.gov/huntfish.
 With improved access, local 
businesses are also expected to 
benefit as more visitors travel to 
the area to fish, paddle and enjoy 
the outdoors.
  “This boat ramp is more than 
just a place to launch—it’s an in-
vestment in the future of outdoor 
recreation in West Virginia,” said 
Clendenin Mayor Kay Summers.    

“We look forward to partnering 
with the WVDNR to ensure this 
site remains a valuable resource 
for generations to come.”
  All anglers 15 years and older 

are required to have a West Vir-
ginia fishing license while fishing 
in the state. A trout stamp is re-
quired for those fishing for trout. 

Jeremy May landed a 9 lb., 4 oz. 
rainbow trout in Wyoming Co



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Areas Largest Selection of 
New & Used 

UTVs, ATVs and Motorcycles! 
Now with two locations to serve you better! 

 

 

 

 
137 Nelson Road 

Thomas, WV 
681-228-9077 

 

 
108 Chemistry Drive 

Elkins, WV 
304-636-7732 

www.elkinsmotorsports.net 
 

www.elkinsmotorsports.net
April/May 2025 ~ Page 21



235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379

email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com

First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91

one mile south on US 19 towards lake
Call or visit our website for rates, additional
information, and policies.  A 50% deposit is
required for resrvations.  Major credit cards

are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS
Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just

two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort
• All log cabins are exceptionally clean
  and beautifully decorated to be your
  home away from home.
• Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
  safe environment
• Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.
• Four person cabins have full bed 
  downstairs and two twin beds in loft.
• Six person cabins have king or queen beds
  and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
  dishwasher, and washer and dryer.
• Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
  Two baths and an eight person hot tub.
• Accessible cabin available.

• Satellite TV and DVD player
• Gas log fireplace and air conditioning
• Full bath with shower
• Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
  playground and horseshoe pits
• Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
  souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts
• Open 365 days a year
• Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
  Palmer Golf course.  2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
  Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
  hunting just two minutes away.
• Join the fun this year.
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Allie Flowers bagged a Boone 
County 10 point buck.continue to page 24

794 Hinton By Pass

HINTON, WV
304-900-6000

GUNS
AMMO

BOOTS
CLOTHING

Carhart   Danner   Rocky 
Twisted X Wading Boots & Water Shoe

Beer - Snacks
Beverages

Fishing
Tackle

~ Open Daily ~
Live Bait

Year Round

LIVE BAIT

VIEW ON
FACEBOOK

Non-Ethanol Gas    Musky Lures

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
— The West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources (WVDNR) an-
nounced today that its annual Big 
Game Bulletin, which includes 
harvest numbers for white-tailed 
deer, wild turkey, black bear and 
wild boar, is available to down-
load at WVdnr.gov/big-game.
  “The Big Game Bulletin is a 
helpful tool that gives hunters an 

New Big Game Bulletin
overview of harvest numbers and 
trends,” said WVDNR Director 
Brett McMillion. “These harvest 
numbers also help our biologists 
monitor big game populations and 
recommend any needed changes 
in bag limits or season lengths so 
we can continue to sustain healthy 
populations of these important 
species.”



Where Legends 
are Made

Boyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best 

musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut 

stone masonry building in North America. Home to 

West Virginia’s largest yard sale. 18 championship 

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest 

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your 

next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT 

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM

S T O N E W A L L  L A K E  &  R E S O R T

W V U  J A C K S O N ’ S  M I L L

S T O N E C O A L  L A K E

T R A N S - A L L E G H E N Y  L U N A T I C  A S Y L U M

Lewis County CVB on Facebook     or    www.stonewallcountry.com    304-269-7328

STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT
WVU JACKSON’S MILL
STONECOAL LAKE
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT
          STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
               304-269-7328
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Bass Sportsman
Team Bass Tournament

September 
13 & 14

$125 Entry - Covers Both Days  

$10 Daily Big Bass = $145 Total
Big Bass Pays 2 Places Daily*

No Late Fee Entering At Ramp

Stonewall 
Classic

VANDALIA RAMP
7AM - 4PM
Both Days

• 6 FISH LIMIT
12” Length Or Bigger

• Complete Rules Given
At Event

Mail In $20 By 9/8/25 To 
Hold Boat Number
Pay The CASH 

Balance At The Ramp
Mail to:  Bass Sportsman

P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105

Name______________________

Partner_____________________

One Phone #________________

Stonewall Classic ______

$1,000
Guaranteed

1st Place

  I 79 Exit 96 - 6 Miles Out

Mail
$20

ENTER NOW
• Hold Your Boat Number

Clip Out And Mail In - $20
TOURNAMENT INFO - 304-482-7217

36 Boat
Limit
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Lewis County Visitors Bureau
Lodging Info:  304-269-7328

Quality Inn Motel & Lounge
Weston, WV  304-269-7000
Wright’s Riverside Marine

St. Marys, WV  304-684-2850

50/50 
Drawing

15th
Annual

  According to data in the report, 
hunters harvested more white-
tailed deer during the 2024 sea-
sons than last year while overall 
harvest numbers for other big 
game species decreased. Summa-
ries from the report for each big 
game species are provided below.
  Black Bears Harvest and Trends
Hunters harvested 2,479 black 
bears during the 2024 seasons, a 
12% decrease from the 2,830 bears 
harvested in 2023. Despite the 
overall harvest decline, the bear 
population remains robust and 
liberal hunting seasons in eastern 
mountain counties have stabilized 
numbers. Non-hunting mortalities 
decreased by 19 percent, nuisance 
complaints dropped by 55 percent 
and damage claims decreased by 
26 percent, which suggests effec-
tive management.
White-Tailed Deer Harvest and 
Trends
  Hunters harvested 111,646 

white-tailed deer during the 2024 
seasons and January 2025 sea-
son, a 2 percent increase from 
the 109,246 deer harvested in the 
previous year and 1 percent above 
the five-year average of 110,296. 
While harvests in the buck-only 
firearms season dropped 7.7 per-
cent, the overall deer harvest was 
buoyed by a 14% increase in ant-
lerless harvests. Despite this in-

Chris Beverage harvested a fine 
Pocahontas Co. buck.

Brody Burns hunted in the snow 
for a quality whitetail buck.

crease in antlerless deer harvests, 
female deer harvests fell short of 
the 40 percent target for popula-
tion stabilization.
Wild Turkey Harvest and Trends
  Hunters harvested 12,780 wild 
turkeys in 2024 seasons, a 3.2% 
decrease from the 13,198 turkeys 
harvested in 2023. The spring 
gobbler harvest decreased 4.64% 

continue to page 26
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RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco
     Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More

Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc

Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 6PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

GUNS
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Chris Farley has a 7 lb. 12 oz. 
rainbow.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.  

but came in ahead of the five- and 
10-year averages of 10,937 and 
10,913, respectively. The drop in 
spring harvests was offset by a 
strong fall season, in which hunt-
ers harvested 16.9% more turkeys 
than they did in 2023.
Wild Boar Harvest and Trends
 Hunters harvested 91 wild boar 
during the 2024 season and Feb-
ruary 2025 season, a 35 percent 
decrease from the 142 boar har-
vested in the previous year and 
the lowest harvest in five years. 
According to the report, bad 
weather and abundant white oak 
availability reduced harvests, but 
the February season continues to 
stabilize the population while of-
fering hunting opportunities.
 Publishing the Big Game Bulle-
tin is funded by money collected 
through the sale of hunting and 
fishing licenses and by funds 
from Federal Aid in Wildlife Res-
toration. In addition to including 
harvest numbers for each big 
game species, this year’s publi-
cation includes harvests by sea-
son and county area. Digital cop-
ies are available to download at 
WVdnr.gov/big-game.

Landon Kyle - 5 lb. 5 oz. brown trout and Trent Mullenex 8 lb. 2oz. 
rainbow & 6 lb. 5 oz. brown trout.  All were caught near Elkins.



WE BUY LAND
AND

MINERAL RIGHTS

Locally Owned 304.623.LAND TenmileLand.com
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Sam Elmore, from Oak Hill, 
bagged a huge black bear.

Easton Chapman brought in a 
high rack buck.

continue to page 29

What Turkey Call To Uses Successfully?
How to Pick the Right Turkey 
Call: Mouth, Box, or Friction?
  When it comes to turkey hunt-
ing, picking the right call is half 
the battle. With so many options 
out there—mouth calls, box calls, 
and friction calls—it can be tough 
to know which one to run and 
when.
  Some hunters swear by a mouth 
call and won’t touch anything 
else. Others love a good box call 
because of its volume and ease of 
use. And then there are friction 
calls—pot calls like slate, glass, 
and aluminum—that offer un-
matched realism.
So which one is best? Well… it 
depends. Let’s break it down.
Mouth Calls: Hands-Free & 
Deadly When Mastered
 Mouth calls (diaphragm calls) 
are the go-to for a lot of turkey 
hunters because they let you call 
with no hands, which is a big deal 
when a gobbler is closing in.
Pros of Mouth Calls:
• Hands-free calling – Keep your 

gun ready while calling.
 • Wide range of sounds – From 
soft tree yelps to aggressive cut-
ting.
• Lightweight – No bulk, just slip 
it in your vest pocket.
• Affordable – A good mouth call 
won’t break the bank.
Cons of Mouth Calls:
• Takes practice – If you’re new 
to mouth calls, there’s a learning 
curve.

• Can cause gagging – Some hunt-
ers struggle with the fit in their 
mouth.
 • Less volume than a box call – 
Can get loud, but not like a box.
Best for:
Experienced hunters who want 
full control over their calling.
Close-range hunting where hands-
free calling is a big advantage.
Hunters who like versatility and 



BERRY’S CAMPGROUND
Overnight Camping

New River Road
Hinton, WV

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890

(cell)

WiFI
Lounge

Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing

Catamaran Rentals
Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199
www.berrycampground.com   berryscampground@gmail.com

Fluid Kayaks - Golf Carts
By Pass Sales

Lots Of Fishing Tackle - Southern WV’s Kayak Dealer
308 Hinton Bypass  Hinton, WV  304-309-3800
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the ability to call subtly or aggres-
sively.
• Want to get good at a mouth 
call? Start practicing now.
Box Calls: Loud, Realistic, and 
Easy to Use
  Box calls are one of the oldest 
and most reliable turkey calls 
around. They produce loud, real-
istic turkey sounds with minimal 
effort—perfect for beginners and 
long-distance calling.
Pros of Box Calls:
• Easy to use – Anyone can pick 
up a box call and sound decent.
• Loud – Great for reaching out on 
windy days or big country.
• Realistic yelps and clucks – 
Sounds natural without much 
skill.
Cons of Box Calls:
• Needs two hands – Can’t call 
and have your gun ready at the 
same time.
• Can be bulky – Takes up space 
in your vest.
• Weather sensitive – Wood box 
calls don’t like rain and moisture.
Best for:
Beginners who want an easy-to-
use call, that sounds great.
Hunters who need volume to 
reach distant gobblers.

Calling in big open terrain where 
sound needs to travel.
• A good box call belongs in every 
turkey vest. 
Friction Calls (Pot Calls): Versa-
tile & Deadly Realistic
 Friction calls—like pot calls 
made from slate, glass, or alumi-
num—are some of the most real-
istic turkey calls out there. They 
require both hands to run but give 
you precise control over your 
calling.
Pros of Friction Calls:
• Very realistic turkey sounds – 
Soft clucks, purrs, aggressive 
cuts—it does it all.
• Great control – Easily change 
pitch, volume, and tone.
• Good for soft calling – Perfect 
for close encounters.
Cons of Friction Calls:
• Needs your hands – Can’t use 
with a gun shouldered.

Scott Swick harvested a quality 
wide rack buck.

• Weather sensitive – Some pot 
calls don’t work well in wet con-
ditions.
• Takes some practice – More for-
giving than a mouth call, but still 
requires skill.
Best for:
  Hunters who want the most real-

Jacob Johnston hunted in Wetzel 
County for a nice 13 point buck.

continue to the next page



PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Remington • Winchester • Weatherby • Browning • Rossi 

Kimber • Liberty & Surelock Safes • Traditions • CVA
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Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

CROSSBOWS BY:  RAVIN 
• BARNETTE • BEAR • KILLER     

INSTINCT • TEN POINT
COMPOUND BOWS BY: MATHEWS 

• HOYT • BEAR

GUNS & AMMO

LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT

SAFES • KNIVES

It’s FISHING Seaon
Stop By For Tackle

Over 2,500 Guns
In Stock

Thermal
Scopes:

N-Vision  AGM
Pulsar  iRay

Class 3 Dealer
Silencers
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istic sounds possible.
Late-season, close-range hunts 
where subtle calling is key.
Backup callers—if you’re hunt-
ing with a buddy, friction calls are 
a great second call.
• Want a call that sounds just like 
a real hen? Get yourself a good 
friction call. 
That depends on you and the sit-
uation.
• Need a loud locator call? Grab a 
box call.
•  Want hands-free calling? Run a 
mouth call.
• Looking for the most realistic 
hen sounds? A good pot call has 
you covered.
  The best turkey hunters carry all 
three and use the right call at the 
right time. If you’re serious about 
tagging longbeards, it’s worth 
learning how to use them all.

Kaleb Burfor, from Chapman-
ville, has a wide rack buck.  

Adam Harvey used a bow in Wy-
oming Co. for a fine buck.  

1 Female turkeys don’t gobble, 
but they do purr.
  Turkeys are known for the gob-
bling sound they make, but it turns 
out that only the male birds make 
that iconic call. Female turkeys—
or hens—on the other hand, will 
instead cluck like a chicken, yelp 
if they’re excited or agitated, or 
purr like a cat (although, accord-
ing to the National Wild Turkey 
Federation, it's more of  a “roll-
ing, almost staccato call” than 

Interesting Turkey Information
a purr, but it conveys the same 
feeling of contentment). And to 
bust some Thanksgiving-relat-
ed myths, check out 8 Common 
Myths About Thanksgiving You 
Probably Still Believe.
2 Turkeys were once primarily 
bred for their feathers, not their 
meat.
 These days, farmers breed tur-
keys in order to sell them for 
their meat. But, according to En-



     304-466-1444

LIVE BAIT
Crappie Minnows - Shiners - Goldfish 

Suckers - Leeches  
FROZEN  Skip Jacks & Shad  

WORMS  Nightcrawlers - Green Worms
Wax Worms - Meal Worms - Red Worms

Tackle By: Worden • Super Duper • Strike King • Berkley • Mepps • Owner 
Gamakatsu • Tru-Turn • Gitzit • Trout Magnet • Berkley Power Bait • Yum

Yamamoto • Crush City • Sinkers • Rebel • Heddon • Spro • Rapala • Boo Yah 
Zoom • Keitech • Crappie Magnet • Rooster Tail • Z Man & More

    Musky Tackle • Outdoor Clothing • Trapping - Black Powder
        Deer Corn & Attractants • Hunting Products • Ammo

1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive
Crab Orchard, WV Hoo Doo Kayaks

Archery Pro Shop
 Inside Bow Testing Range 
PSE  Bear  Xpedition

Killer Instinct    Barnett

Reels: Pflueger • Penn
Mad Katz • Zebco • Lew’s

Shimano • Abu Garcia • Okuma  
Rods: Fenwick • Mad Katz 
Ugly Stik • Duckett • Denali
Hellcat • Precision Crappie

OPEN HOURS
Mon-Thur 10 to 6
Fri & Sat 10 to 7
Sun 12:30 to 5

cyclopedia Britannica, up until 
1935, the birds were bred for their 
“beautifully colored plumage,” 
which features stunning striped 
patterns.
3 An adult turkey has around 
5,000 to 6,000 feathers.
Not only do turkeys have gor-
geous feathers, but they also have 
a lot of them. According to the 
U.S. Fish and Wild Life Service, 
an adult turkey has anywhere 
from 5,000 to 6,000 individual 
feathers on their body.
4  Male turkeys are called toms or 
gobblers.
  Female turkeys are called hens, 
just like female chickens; but 
male turkeys aren’t roosters. In-
stead, they’re called toms, or, 
since male turkeys are the ones 
who make the notorious gobbling 
sound, they can also be called 
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gobblers. And if you ever won-
dered why we call them turkeys, 
check out This Is How Turkeys 
Got Their Name.
5 Toms have more warts than 
hens.
  While some of the differences 

Sunee Stephens used a muzzle-
loader for a fine whitetail buck.

between male and female turkeys 
could be considered endearing—
such as the noises they make and 
the names they’ve been given—
there’s at least one difference be-
tween the two genders that isn't 

Hobie Miller hunted in Greenbri-
er Co. for an 18 point buck.

continue to page 32
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Exit 7 Off I-68  119N  659 Point Marion Road, MORGANTOWN, WV  

72 ICE CREAM FLAVORS

MOUNTAINEER GUN SALESMOUNTAINEER GUN SALES
LARGEST FISHING

TACKLE SHOP IN THE TRI-STATE AREA

NO GUNS NOW - MORE FISHING EQUIPMENT

HUGE Selection Of Fishing
Tackle For BASS - CATFISH
MUSKY - TROUT and MORE!

Gifts - Hunting Gear
72 Flavors Of Ice Cream

Selection Of Gifts

Musky - 60’ Wall
Hunting Gear

Savage • Prorex • Bessie
Wardens • N.J.B • Zman

Medussa • Llungen & More

Minnows • Suckers • Worms •  Maggots
Flatheads • Frozen Shad & More

Large Variety • Soft Plastics
Zoom • Crush City • Yum • Mad Katz

Missile • Power Bait • Keitech
Googan • Cabin Creek & More

Trout Lures
Acme • Power Bait

Super Duper & More
Jigs • Fishing Line • Rods

Sufix • Berkley • Stren & More

FFS

Reels - Zebco • Daiwa • Mad Katz
Lews • Pfleuger • Quantum & More
Rods - 13 Fishing • Shakespeare 
Zebco • Daiwa • Megabass & More

Lures - Megabass • Rapala • KVD 
Storm • Booyah • Bandit
Strike King • Yamamoto 
River Rock • Zoom & More

Forward
Facing Sonar

(304) 284-9811
Open Year Round

Mountaineer
Gun Sales LLC

LIVE
BAIT



FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745
Over 57 Years

Experience

BIRDS • FISH • ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS   GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV
ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

Convenience Store • Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies • Souveniers

Game Checking Station • Hardware

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV
304-472-4279

Lazy Acres Mart

LIVE BAIT

Buckhannon, WV

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING  FISHING
CAMPING

Camo Clothing • Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment

Fishing Lures

Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart

121 Birch River Road

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm  Sun 1pm to 6pm

Danner
Lacrosse
Vortex
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Garland Derago hunted with a 
bow in McDowell County.

quite so cute. Tom turkeys have 
more warts on their heads than 
their lady friends, according to 
Encyclopedia Britannica. Hens 
also weigh about half as much as 
their male counterparts.
6  Male and female turkey drop-
pings are shaped differently.
  Although you might expect there 
to be a few differences between 
the way male and female turkeys 
look, you might be surprised to 
find out that there’s also a differ-
ence when it comes to their bath-
room habits. According to the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission, 
male droppings are "j-shaped,” 
while those of females take on a 
more "spiral or curlycue" shape.
7 Turkeys hear certain sounds 
better than humans.
  When you think about animals 
with amazing hearing, dogs, ele-
phants, bats, or owls likely come 

to mind, but probably not tur-
keys. It turns out, however, tur-
keys can actually hear far-off and 
low-frequency sounds better than 
humans, according to the Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation. 
“Hearing allows the bird to detect 
a threat if its eyes are occupied 
on finding food,” retired region-
al biologist Bob Eriksen for the 
NWTF explains. “Wild turkeys 
have an uncanny ability to locate 
the source of a sound." And for 
more fun facts about mother na-
ture, check out 75 Animal Facts 
That Will Change the Way You 
View the Animal Kingdom.
8 Turkeys lived around 10 million 
years ago.
  The woolly mammoth had its 
hey-day on Earth until about 
10,500 years ago before eventu-
ally becoming extinct 4,000 years 
ago. While it’s hard to imagine 
a turkey flying above a gigantic 
woolly mammoth, the birds have 
actually been around for a lot lon-
ger. In fact, turkeys have been on 
the scene for almost 10 million 
years, according to the University 
of Illinois.
9 Turkeys almost went extinct—
twice.
 While turkeys aren't current-
ly an endangered species, there 
were two points in the past when 
we almost lost them completely. 
According to the Colorado Arts 
and Sciences Magazine, the Cal-
ifornia turkey went extinct about 
10,000 to 12,000 years ago, like-
ly due to climate change or over-
hunting, or a combination of the 
two. And when European settlers 
arrived in America, turkeys again 
found themselves as targets of 
prolific hunting. The birds were 
totally gone from Connecticut by 
1813, disappeared from Vermont 

around 1842, and by the 1930s, 
turkeys were again growing dan-
gerously close to extinction be-
fore efforts were taken to make 
sure they weren’t wiped out. And 
for more animals at risk of extinc-
tion. 

www.wvasportsman.net
FREE ONLINE

continue to page 34
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•  FACTORY STANDARD FULL CAB WITH HVAC

•  7-IN FULL-COLOR TFT INSTRUMENTATION

•  1,000-LB CAPACITY TILTING CARGO BED, 

    DETACHABLE TAILGATE
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US 33 East

BUCKHANNON, WV
304-472-4824

www.supersmittys.com



LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC
SALES • FINANCE • PARTS • SERVICE

    320 West Main Street
     Bridgeport, WV
     (304) 842-5469

www.leesonsmotors.com

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV’s

CRISS SALES & SERVICE Husqvarna
Shindaiwa 

& More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

(304) 
472-1474

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

CUSTOM ARROWS

  Gold Tip Carbon Crossbow Bolts
 

One Block Off Main Street

34 Rebecca Street
SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up
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Ryan Morris got a wide rack buck 
in Wayne County.

10 Turkeys once wore booties 
while being walked to the market.
  As they say, these boots were 
made for walking and that’s just 
what a herd of turkeys would do 
200 years ago when they were be-
ing taken to market in England. 
The little bird-sized booties were 
meant to protect their feet as they 
were marching along, according 
to the University of Illinois.
11  Turkeys were named after the 
“Turkish” area despite being from 
North America.
  You might have wondered why 
turkeys have the name that they 
do despite the fact that they orig-
inated in North America. Ency-
clopedia Britannica explains that 
when the bird became popular in 
England, the name turkey-cock, 
formerly used for the guinea fowl 
found in Islamic (or "Turkish") 
lands, was used to refer to the bird 
we know as a turkey today.
12 All but 12 U.S. states have tur-
keys.
  While people in all 50 states 
enjoy turkey as a part of their 

Thanksgiving dinners, the birds, 
specifically Eastern wild turkeys, 
can be found roaming wild in 38 
states in the U.S., according to the 
National Wild Turkey Federation. 
They can also be spotted in vari-
ous provinces up in Canada.
13 Turkey beards grow three to 
five inches per year.
 Yes, turkeys have beards, but 
they aren’t made of hair. Instead, 
turkey beards consist of modified 
feathers that form bristles or fila-
ments, according to the Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission. Some 
turkeys even have multiple beards 
that can each grow up to three to 
five inches each year.
14 Turkeys can—and will—at-
tack humans.
  Turkeys may not have the fierce 
reputation that some fang-gnash-
ing, claw-showing predators have 
earned, but that doesn’t mean that 
they don't have an aggressive side. 
In fact, turkeys are fully willing 
and able to attack humans. That’s 
why the Massachusetts govern-
ment provides tips on how to pre-

vent conflicts with turkeys while 
both CBS Boston and Good Day 
Sacramento offer insights into 
what to do should you find your-
self as a victim of a turkey attack. 
15  Store-bought turkeys can’t fly.
  The turkey that you buy at the 
grocery store has been bred and 
raised to provide you with as 
much meat as possible. Because 
of this, they end up with unnat-
urally large breasts which hinder 
their ability to fly, according to 
The Patriot News.
16 Wild turkeys, however, can 
soar for over a mile.
  Wild turkeys, on the other hand, 
are perfectly capable of taking 
flight. In fact, according to The 
Patriot News, they can reach 
speeds of up to 55 miles per hour 
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Bass Sportsman
       2025

   $100 + $10 BIG BASS
7 A.M. TO 4 P.M. FOR ALL
• 6 FISH LIMIT Over 12”

• OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES
OPEN TO ALL TEAMS

INFO: 304-482-7217
wvasport@yahoo.com
Stonewall - Vandalia

April 27
Stonewall - Vandalia

May 25
Stonewall - Vandalia

June 22
Stonewall - Vandalia

July 20
Stonewall - Vandalia

August 24
Wright’s Riverside Marine

Ranger & Triton Boats
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Lewis Counwty CVB
stonewallcountry.com

Lodging Info
304-269-7328

ENTER
AT THE RAMP
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Quality Inn
2906 US HWY 33

Weston, WV 26542

304-269-7000

• WiFi
• Swimming Pool
• Outside Electric

   Hookups

NEW Weston Grill & Lounge - By The Motel

NEAR STONEWALL JACKSON LAKE
hour while in the air. And the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission 
reports they can soar for a mile 
or more by alternating between 
strong wingbeats and gliding.
17  Turkeys can run 12 miles per 
hour.
  Some turkeys may not be able 
to fly, but their inability to get 
airborne doesn’t completely slow 
them down. Even while on the 
ground, they can still move at a 
pretty good clip, running upwards 
of 12 miles an hour, according to 
the Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion.
18 Frying a turkey can lead to an 
explosion.
  In 2018, firefighters across the 
country conducted demonstra-
tions to show the public how at-
tempting to fry the main dish for 
a Thanksgiving dinner can result 
in what IFL Science refers to as 
“exploding turkeys.” In videos 
posted to social media of these 
fowl-fueled infernos, flames blast 
up into the air when a turkey is 
dropped into hot oil.
19 Turkeys have more than dou-
bled in size in the last 40 years.
  If you’re able to feed your entire 
family with one turkey at Thanks-
giving, that’s due to the fact that 
the birds have gotten much big-
ger over the years. As recently as 
1980, the typical U.S. domesti-
cated turkey weighed less than 19 
pounds at slaughter—not much 
bigger than a wild turkey, accord-
ing to the Pew Research Center. 
But nowadays, the average bird 
we carve up on Thanksgiving 
weighs 29.8 pounds, more than 
twice the average weight nearly 
40 years ago.

20 We eat nearly 50 million tur-
keys each Thanksgiving.
  Around 88 percent of Americans 
choose the traditional bird for 
their Thanksgiving meal, which 
means that around 46 million tur-
keys are eaten in the U.S. on that 
one day each year, according to 
the University of Illinois. It’s also 
a popular pick for other holidays 
as well, with 22 million and 19 
million eaten each year on Christ-
mas and Easter, respectivel
21 Nearly 229 million turkeys 
were produced in the U.S. last 
year.
  There are more than 330 million 
people in the United States. And 
in 2019 alone, 229 million turkeys 
were produced across the country.

Dale Shaffer got this buck with a 
side hammer in Presston County.



DEER PROCESSING

6522 Tyler Highway
SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175

304-758-2150

www.facebook.com/mountainsidewv

www.mountainsidewv.com

GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING
HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING TACKLE
TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

* Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms
* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED
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Chris Erksine got a nice Fayette 
County whitetail buck.

Aaron Tennant reeled in an early 
season walleye.

Erin Goddard got a big 7 point in 
Wetzel County.
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LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________

City________________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_____________________

Fish_______________________________ Pound______ Oz____

Deer__________  Other_________________ #Points________ Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2024.

E-mail  wvasport@gmail.com

NO 
DOES

TEXT 304-482-7217

Brian Mabe, living in Princeton,  
hooked a New River 41” striper.
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Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman - Details Are On Page 3 - Low Rates

ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
304-924-5296

Groceries
Fresh Meat & Produce

Propane  Exchange
 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun 10am to 5PM
Beverages & Snacks

www.rockcave.iga.com



RMTP is the mountain region’s premier 
one stop gun shop. We sell, buy, trade, 
and pawn new and used guns and offer 

gun repair services as well. We have 
over 1,100 guns in stock and have the 
areas largest selection of ammo.  We 
recently purchased Wheeler’s Guns & 
Ammo and increased our inventory.

NEW LARGER STORE
OVER 1,100 GUNS IN STOCK

Anaconda & Python
 “SNAKE” 

GUNS IN STOCK
LOTS OF AMMO

GUN REPAIR
WE PAWN GUNS

NEW & USED GUNS

RICH MOUNTAIN
~ TRADING & PAWN ~

ON THE 5 LANE
25 MIDWAY LOOP

ELKINS, WV
304-642-7399

View Us On
FACEBOOK
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Type 7 FFL
richmountaintrading.com

Open: Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm
Sat 9am to 2pm  Closed Sunday



 CALEDONIA, NY • FARMINGTON, NY • WEBSTER, NY • BATH, NY • SYRACUSE, NY
• ALBANY, NY • HARRISBURG, PA • APOLLO, PA • MT. MORRIS, PA • SAYRE, PA

• BRANCHVILLE, NJ •  ELLWOOD CITY, PA • MADISON, OH • JOPPA, MD • RIPLEY, WV 

NORTHEAST’S LARGEST FAMILY 
OWNED DEALER NETWORK

OVER 100 BRANDS AVAILABLE
AT THE LOWEST PRICES!

   Ripley
1350 Ripley Road
Ripley, WV 25271
304-372-1323

   Mt. Morris
102 Free Soil Road,
Mt. Morris, PA 15349
878-223-1340

MEYERSRVS.COM


	wva_20250403_a_001
	wva_20250403_a_002
	wva_20250403_a_003
	wva_20250403_a_004
	wva_20250403_a_005
	wva_20250403_a_006
	wva_20250403_a_007
	wva_20250403_a_008
	wva_20250403_a_009
	wva_20250403_a_010
	wva_20250403_a_011
	wva_20250403_a_012
	wva_20250403_a_013
	wva_20250403_a_014
	wva_20250403_a_015
	wva_20250403_a_016
	wva_20250403_a_017
	wva_20250403_a_018
	wva_20250403_a_019
	wva_20250403_a_020
	wva_20250403_a_021
	wva_20250403_a_022
	wva_20250403_a_023
	wva_20250403_a_024
	wva_20250403_a_025
	wva_20250403_a_026
	wva_20250403_a_027
	wva_20250403_a_028
	wva_20250403_a_029
	wva_20250403_a_030
	wva_20250403_a_031
	wva_20250403_a_032
	wva_20250403_a_033
	wva_20250403_a_034
	wva_20250403_a_035
	wva_20250403_a_036
	wva_20250403_a_037
	wva_20250403_a_038
	wva_20250403_a_039
	wva_20250403_a_040

