
Outdoor Photos

Issue 318 August/September 2024

Summer
Crappie

B.A.S.S.
News

DNR
Updates



1-304-884-6646
info@mountainstateloghomes.com

Mill Direct Prices!
FREE Unloading at Your Site
Milled Locally in Jane Lew, WV
Save money when you buy mill direct
by taking out the middleman!
All materials are cut to order.
Sizes you can’t find anywhere else!
(Exact and Nominal)

3 WV Locations

Your Path to
Affordable Log
Home Living

We offer floor plans ranging from intimate
one-bedroom log cabins to spacious six-
bedroom log homes, each showcasing a
variety of layouts and sizes.

(304) 884-6646
208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV  26378

(304) 884-6647
521 Hinkle Road, Fayetteville, WV  25840

(304) 532-8300
372 Business Park Drive, Kenna, WV  25248

www.mountainstateloghomes.com

 www.mountainstateloghomes.com 

Scan to view our catalog

Ask us about our
pavilion packages.

Aug/Sept 2024 ~ Page 2



LOWER RATES THAN SIMILAR 

RATES START AT:

$28 for 6 weeks
For This Size Ad

Less Than A 63 Cents
A Day!

1/4 Page..........$89
1/3 Page........$105
1/2 Page........$140
2/3 Page........$158

COLOR EXTRA

LOW ADVERTISING RATES

FULL PAGE INSIDE....$195
BACK PAGE................$225

/1/15 Page.......$28
 1/10 Page.......$39
 1/6 Page.........$65
 1/5 Page.........$72

6 WEEK 
RATE PRICES

Advertise in the
W.Va. Sportsman

For Advertising Information In
The Number One Outdoor
Publication In West Virginia

CONTACT:
W. Va. Sportsman

P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV  26105

304-482-7217
wvasport@gmail.com

Promote Your Business Statewide
 Advertise Special Sales and Events

Reach Thousands of Potential Customers

ALSO FREE
ON THE 

INTERNET

In Business
33 YEARS

Publisher and Editor
Mark A. Goudy
Contributing Editors

West Virginia Division Of
Natural Resources

           Printed Every Six Weeks

All Rights Reserved

304-482-7217
Email wvasport@gmail.com
www.wvasportsman.net

W.Va. Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521

Vienna, WV  26105

Magazine
Volume 34      Issue 318

No Subscriptions Offered

Attention Bass Fishermen!
Mail-List For Bass Tournaments 

In 2024

Name__________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City___________________________________________ ST______

Zip_________________ email______________________________

Fill Out The Form Below
To Be Placed On The Mail List

Clip & Mail To:
Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105
You can also email
wvasport@yahoo.com

Aug/Sept 2024 ~ Page 3

Cover Photo

FREE ONLINE     www.wvasportsman.net

 John Tyler Rutherford land-
ed a new state record channel 
catfish on July 21.  It weighed 
33.51 pounds and measured 
46.7 inches to break both prior 
records.  He was fishing at his 
father’s pond in Wayne County.
  Crossbow and archery season 
opens on September 30.  Time 
to get all your equipment ready 
for the season.  Looking for pic-
tures - form is on page 38.



Mon-Fri
12:30 to 5pm

Sat
10am to 2pm

Booking Wild
Boar Hunts

304-595-2699
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DIAMOND
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COMPLETE BOW SERVCE

BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS - CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

Chelyan, WV

Aug/Sept 2024 ~ Page 4

continue to the next page

I-77 N • Exit 138 • RT 62 S • 304-372-1323
Visit us online for more details • meyersrvsuperstores.com

1350 Ripley Rd., Ripley, WV 25271

Lucas Richards won the Parkers-
burg trout derby - 1st time fishing. 

Ava Drake, from Parkersburg, is 
lifting her Ohio River hybrid bass.

Preseason Deer Scouting

Ryder Lockhart is pleased with a 
nice channel catfish he caught.

  Some of the most fun about 
hunting deer is the pre-season 
scouting. 
  It’s the beginning of unwrapping 
what the anticipation of the sea-
son gives us as a gift. 
  Which bucks lived? How many 
deer are moving through your 
hunting area? What improve-
ments have been made to the hab-
itat? 
  Avid deer hunters lean into their 
scouting gear and increase their 
scouting time more and more ev-
ery season. 
  If you just started deer hunting, 
or are looking for some new tricks 
for your toolbox, here are some 

time-tested scouting tactics to 
help you find success this hunting 
season. 
Top 6 Scouting Tips and Tactics
1. Current Location Assessment
  One of the most important fac-
tors is whether you are scouting 
a property you know, or one that 
you don’t. 
  Obviously, a new lease or piece 
of public land is a mystery out of 
the box, but even a family deer 
camp can change with changes to 
the land and hunting pressure. 
  If you are hunting the same prop-
erty for another season, look to 
see if there has been any logging 
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Paul Foley Jr. landed a 15 pound 
carp at Sandstone Falls.

October 6
$100 Entry 

No Late Fee Entering At Ramp
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GET HOOKED
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recently as the new under-
growth should increase deer 
activity. 
  Also, try and see what, if any-
thing, changed on the neigh-
boring properties. 
  Did they put in food plots? Did 
they also have some logging 
done? Are there new treestands 
or hunting blinds that added 
more pressure on the local deer 
population? 
2. High Impact vs. Low Impact 
Scouting
  One of the most important 
factors to consider is high-im-
pact scouting versus low-im-
pact scouting. 
  High impact is making your 
way through the hunting area 

on foot or by vehicle looking for 
deer signs and not really in a sit-
uation where you’re concerned if 
you bump any deer while you’re 
out there. 
  You know that startling any 
deer would only be temporary. 
High-impact scouting is great for 
looking for rubs, scrapes, game 
trails, bedding areas, and actual 

continue to the next page

Kanawha River
Open Team

 Tournament
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Motorcycles • UTV • ATV
Service & Sales

US 33 East
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-472-4824

www.supersmittys.comShawn Smith landed a 2 1/4 
pound white crappie in a pond.

continue to the next page

deer far from the start of the sea-
son. 
  Low impact scouting would cer-
tainly be closer to, or actually in, 
the hunting season. 
  You’re looking for real-time data 
on where the deer are and what 
quality of deer could be there for 
movement of stands and blind lo-
cations. 
  Depending on the results - you 
could pull an audible on when or 
where you want to hunt.
3. Locate Food and Cover
  Where’s the food? Where’s the 
cover? 
  These two questions you can 
ask and answer for yourself when 
scouting deer haven’t changed in 

a long time. 
 Using these answers, support-
ed by deer trails, can help you to 
predict where the deer movement 
will be and when. 
  You can start with aerial maps 
to help narrow your search before 
you hit a new property, or if it’s a 
property you know, adding a food 
plot could be the secret ingredient 
to future success. 
  Hunting power lines has been a 
source of success for many deer 
hunters. 

 Why? It’s a constant clear cut 
leaving rich undergrowth for the 
deer to feed on with safe cover 
very close by. 
Spending a summer evening 
watching a power line with some 
binoculars, or looking about 10 
yards inside the tree cover could 
give you some very exciting in-
formation about deer activity in 
that area. 
4. Locate Water Source
  It’s no secret deer also need wa-
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www.rodgersmithmarine.com SKEETER

Family Fun!

seasons have changed (see page 
41).
 The annual antlered deer bag 
limit for all regular deer seasons 
combined is two, except that three 
antlered deer may be taken in a 
West Virginia CWD Containment 
Area by Class XS license holders.
Deer carcass transport regulations 
are now implemented for Jeffer-
son County.
Coyote night hunting is permitted 
only on private land with written 
consent of the private landowner 
from Sept. 1 to Dec. 31.
  In addition to reviewing the 
updated regulations, hunters are 
reminded to purchase their 2024 
West Virginia hunting license and 
stamps before the seasons start 
this fall. To purchase a license and 
stamps, visit WVhunt.com.  
  To learn more about the WVD-

NR’s license products, such as 
durable license cards, visit WVd-

JC Christoper (far right) fished by himself at Stonewall Jackson and 
landed 26 lbs., 1 oz. on a 6 fish limit.  His dad & Matt Summers pictured.

nr.gov/2024-licenses.
  New regualtions are out now.

July/Aug 2024 ~ Page 7

June 23 - 26 lbs., 1 oz.

ter to survive. 
  So, in addition to stopping at 
creeks and rivers to get a drink, 
deer also like moving waterways 
as a means of travel. 
  Seeing a creek or river on a map 
can be a perfect place to start 
when looking for where to hang 
your stand or set up your ground 
blind. 
  The muddy banks can show re-
cent tracks of deer movement and 
waterways can help funnel deer 
movement. 
5. Ideal Scouting Locations
  Scouting open fields in the eve-
nings might be one of the most 
effective tactics there is. 
  After bedding all day most deer 
will make their way out for dinner 
just as the sun disappears. 
  Larger bucks especially love to 
wait until they feel most safe with 

Aug/Sept 2024 ~ Page 7

Nathan Harper & Luke Long won the 15th Annual Kings of the Lakes 
event with 22 pounds, 11 oz. in 2 days.  2nd win at that event.

the least amount of light, so look-
ing in areas just inside the tree line 
like a finger of trees pointing out 
into the field can be very exciting. 
  Bucks will wait, or “stage” there 

until it’s dark enough for them to 
eat, and chase does. 
  Stop by these areas to look for 
scrapes, rubs, droppings, and any 

continue to the next page



Isaiah Killian, from Shinnston, 
caught & released a 43” musky.
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Brian Galloway caught and re-
leased a nice musky.

other deer signs that could be 
there. 
  Then, all you have to do is set 
up at the best spot in range for the 
season.  
  If you’re scouting in mountain-
ous areas, you might not have the 
benefit of agricultural fields, clear 
cuts, and food plots. 
  Deer will eat over 400 species 
of plants but they still want to bed 
during the day for protection for 
the most part. 
  Most mountain hunters know 
that a lot of deer, bigger bucks es-
pecially, will move to high points 
of protection in the morning to 
spend their day looking out for 
danger. 
  As the sun begins to go down so 
will the deer. Scout up high and 
look for where they are traveling 
to get low in the evenings. 

6. Using Trail Cams to Scout
 There has been no bigger ga-
mechanger for scouting in recent 
years like the trail camera. 
 Every year they get better and 
easier to use. Between image 
quality improving dramatically, 
most trail cameras also feature 

HD video capture options, as well.
  With the advent of cellular trail 
cameras, you don't even have to 
worry about physically accessing 
the trail cam to check your pho-
tos. 
  You can simply access the cellu-
lar trail cam photos remotely and 
without the worry of disturbing 
the deer.
  Crossbow & archery season 
opens September 30 in WV.
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Christian Johnson’s 1st fish was 
an Ohio River smallmouth bass.

INSURING THE OUTDOORS

800-998-6810
wv@gunins.com

Specialized
Business
Insurance

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
— The West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources (WVDNR) an-
nounced today that an angler from 
Wayne has caught a state record 
channel catfish, marking the sixth 
state record catch of 2024 so far.
 “West Virginia’s incredible fish-
ing opportunities continue to 
amaze and attract anglers from 
near and far and this record-break-
ing achievement showcases the 
world-class fishing adventures 
our state has to offer,” said Gov. 
Jim Justice.
  John Tyler Rutherford caught the 
43.51-inch, 46.70-pound channel 
catfish in his father’s farm pond in 
Wayne County on July 21, break-
ing the length record set in 2022 
and the weight record set in 2023. 
Both records previously were held 
by Alan Burkett of Moorefield in 
Hardy County, who caught his 
fish at South Mill Creek Lake in 
Grant County.
 “I want to congratulate John Ty-
ler Rutherford on his outstanding 
catch,” said WVDNR Director 
Brett McMillion “This remark-
able achievement highlights the 

New State Record
Channel Catfish

superior quality of West Virgin-
ia’s fisheries and the dedication of 
our team in maintaining and en-
hancing these aquatic resources.”
 Rutherford reeled in his record 
catch using worms. WVDNR 
District Fishery Biologist Jeff 
Hansbarger and Assistant Fishery 
Biologist Jake Whalen traveled to 
the site to measure and weigh the 
record fish.
 In addition to this channel catfish, 
record tiger trout, redbreast sun-
fish, bowfin, redear sunfish and 
black crappie have been caught 
this year.

Roger Russell caught a musky 
while bass fishing at Stonewall. 
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Rusty Frame caught a 5 lb. 15 oz. 
bass at a night event at Burnsville 
Lake.  Photo courtesy of Burnsville 
Docks.

ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
304-924-5296

Groceries
Fresh Meat & Produce

Propane  Exchange
 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun Noon to 5PM

Beverages & Snacks

www.rockcave.iga.com

Live Scoping Bass Debate
 Lately, we’ve heard a lot of pro 
anglers say, “I wish we could get 
back to real fishing.”
  Or, alternatively, the slightly less 
rueful, “I’m just going fishing to-
day.”
  The part left unsaid is they’ve 
allowed themselves to be dragged 
down — or even demoralized 
— by the recent overwhelming 
dominance of anglers using for-
ward-facing sonar (FFS). It’s not 
that you can’t use more “tradition-
al” tactics, it’s just that it’s hard to 
compete against anglers who rely 
upon technology.
  For the record, I’m still agnostic 
on whether FFS should be limit-
ed in any way. I’ve heard a great 
many people who I respect argue 
it is ruining the sport. I’ve been 
jarred by just how much and how 
quickly it has enabled previously 
unknown anglers to climb to the 
top of the leaderboard. Those fac-
tors at least force me to consider it 
may be detrimental to profession-
al fishing. At the same time, I’m 
not swayed by many of the argu-

By Pete Robbins
ments that the “antis” have lobbed 
at FFS.
  It leads me to what I consider the 
most important questions here: 
What is “fishing?”
 As far as I know there are no 
stone tablets providing us with 
guidance on this matter. Beyond 
any regulations or limitations 
set by prevailing law, the closest 
thing we have is the Bassmas-
ter Elite Series rule sheet, which 
is both vague and hyper-specif-
ic. They used to refer to the idea 
that all fish need to be caught in 
a conventional and sporting man-
ner. Today, they list specific re-
strictions (e.g., no umbrella rigs, 
no live bait, no rods over 10 feet, 
which is up from the previous 
limit of 8 feet).

  My problem with many of the 
arguments against FFS is it feels 
like the advocates of limitation 
are sometimes throwing crap 
against the wall and seeing what 
sticks. For example, they claim 
it’s bad for viewership, bad for 
conservation and bad for the tack-
le industry, without any real data 
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John Smarr landed a 4 lb, 7 oz. 
bass at the Burnsville night event.  
Photo courtesy of Burnsville Docks

Trenton Mullenex & Wesley Har-
mon got gobblers..   Photo courtesy 
of Middle Mountain Sporting Goods.

continue to the next page

to back that up.
  Think about professional foot-
ball. I love the rocket-fueled na-
ture of the modern passing game, 
but there was a long period when 
the forward pass wasn’t legal. 
I’m sure the grind-it-out-on-the-
ground traditionalists of the time 
were aghast and argued it wasn’t 
“real football,” but since then it’s 
become an integral and now-tra-
ditional part of the game. Nota-
bly, once the forward pass was al-
lowed, that didn’t stop the league 
from continually refining how it 
should be viewed or regulated as 
the sport evolved.
  Similarly, the NCAA banned the 
slam dunk from 1967 to 1976. It 
was allegedly done so at least par-
tially to take away the advantages 
adhering to players like Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar. Today it’s not only 
an accepted part of the game, but 
also a celebrated drawing factor.

  I wasn’t around when anglers 
like Dee Thomas and Dave Gli-
ebe first brought flipping to na-
tional attention, but I imagine 
there were naysayers who didn’t 
consider it “real fishing.” Some-
one who was around then correct 
me if I’m wrong, but I imagine 
the arguments could have gone 

something like this:
  “That’s not real fishing. They 
don’t even cast!”
  “They’re getting their lure in 
front of bass that were previously 
inaccessible. It’s going to deplete 
the resource.”
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April 15

Doug Belcher bagged big gobbler 
in Fayette County. 

   “They’re removing the fish from 
their beds when they’re at their 
most vulnerable, depleting future 
populations.”
  If there had been live cover-
age of the sport back then, I’m 
sure the opponents of bed fish-
ing would have said, “It’s just so 
boring, watching a guy sit over a 
4-pounder for two hours, watch-
ing his back as he tries to make it 
bite.” Or, “Where’s the magic and 
mystery in that? He has the fish 
spotlighted in its most vulnerable 
state.”
   To take it even further, live bait 
has been a part of fishing since 
the beginning of the sport – it is 
most assuredly capital-T-tradi-

tional-capital-F fishing, but we 
all seem to collectively agree it 
shouldn’t be a part of tournament 
fishing.
  Our sport is mainly participatory, 
with even most ardent fans put-
ting their own fishing above that 
of those they watch on TV. Many 
of us watch because we want to 
learn the 10 best ways to modify 
a Senko, or how to get a crank-
bait to dive deepest, or what the 
latest trends from Japan might 
be. Anything that stifles that lev-
el of creativity is, in my opinion, 
presumptively a net negative to 
competitive fishing. I fear an 
“anti-anything-new” perspective 
undermines my favorite aspect 

of what is best about playing and 
watching the game.
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Hunter White caught a nice small-
mouth and a largemouth bass.

Hot Weather Crappie Fishing
  Crappie readily bite for nearly 
everyone in the spring, but these 
panfish become more of a chal-
lenge to catch in the heat of sum-
mer.
  When the summertime sun rais-
es water temperatures above the 
80-degree mark, crappie seek 
deeper water and heavier cov-
er. The fish still remain active 

though as they feed on schools of 
shad passing through the crappie's 
hot-weather haunts.
 Summertime crappie fishing 
poses two problems: heavy rec-
reational boat traffic and a lack 
of visible cover. Anglers solve 
the first problem by fishing early 
and late in the day to avoid traffic. 
Crappie tend to burrow into the 

middle of brush when recreation-
al boaters churn up the water and 
it becomes difficult to position 
a boat in the rolling waves and 
properly present my lure through 
the brush.
  Some fish can also be caught in 
the clear water early and late in the 
day, but mid-day action is slow 
as the crappie suspend over deep 
water. In the stained water areas 
of a lake, the fish stay shallower 
and are easier to catch throughout 
the day.
How To Fish For Crappie In Shal-
low Water
  Minnows are the most popular 
summertime bait for anglers fish-
ing a tight line off docks or spider 
rigging in boats. Since a crap-
pie's appetite is voracious during 
the summer, anglers select larger 

continue to page 16



3,500 Acre McClintic Wildlife Management Area  
  Public Hunting & Fishing
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CONTRACTORS WELCOME
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Alice Wardon hooked a 13 lb. hy-
brid bass at Kanawha Falls. 

minnows (sometimes bigger than 
3 inches) for my bait. some prefer 
using 2/0 and 3/0 hooks because 
the bigger hook is easier to re-
move from a crappie and the fish 
don’t swallow it as much as they 
do a smaller hook.
  Jigs are also productive for sum-
mertime crappie. Anglers use ei-
ther a single 1/16-ounce jig for 
shooting docks or a double rig 
for vertically jigging above brush 
piles. The double rig consists of a 
1/16-ounce jig spaced 18 inches 
above a 1/8-ounce jig at the end 
of my line.
  A shallow-water pattern produc-
es best when a summertime shad 
hatch occurs, but for most of the 
summer you need to fish deeper 
water.
How To Fish For Crappie In Deep 
Water
  The shallow pattern consists of 
dipping minnows with a long pole 
and slip-bobber system in timber 
along fence rows and tree lines 
on the main lake or creek chan-
nel. You can catch these fish less 
than 10 feet deep and sometimes 
even as shallow as 2 feet. The 
slip-bobber system allows you to 
adjust your bobber up or down to 
find the magic depth in which the 

crappie are holding. Use number 2 
or 4 hooks and pinch on a couple 
of number 5 split shots about 2 to 
3 inches above the hook. Keeping 
the weight close to the minnow 
will restrict its movement to pre-
vent hang-ups in the heavy cover.

  The deep-water pattern works 
best in timber along main lake 
bluffs and channel swings during 
the hottest part of summer. The 
fish will vary in depth from 15 to 
25 feet depending on the lake’s 
thermocline. Good luck fishing.



ARCHERY
• Excaliber
  Striker
   • Bows
   • Crossbows
DEER FEED
• Corn
• Available By
  The Ton
• Custom Blends
      Available

FOOD PLOT
• Numerous
  Seeds 
LIVE BAIT
• Worms
• Minnows
• More
SUPPLIES
• Scents
• Trail Cams
• More

Stop by our fully
stocked hunting

and fishing store!

Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3

Closed Sunday
1102 West Main St.

Grafton, WV
304-265-9278

GUNS
AMMO

DEER ATTRACTANTS
CORN - FEED

FISHING TACKLE

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379

email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com

First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91

one mile south on US 19 towards lake
Call or visit our website for rates, additional
information, and policies.  A 50% deposit is
required for resrvations.  Major credit cards

are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS
Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just

two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort
• All log cabins are exceptionally clean
  and beautifully decorated to be your
  home away from home.
• Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
  safe environment
• Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.
• Four person cabins have full bed 
  downstairs and two twin beds in loft.
• Six person cabins have king or queen beds
  and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
  dishwasher, and washer and dryer.
• Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
  Two baths and an eight person hot tub.
• Accessible cabin available.

• Satellite TV and DVD player
• Gas log fireplace and air conditioning
• Full bath with shower
• Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
  playground and horseshoe pits
• Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
  souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts
• Open 365 days a year
• Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
  Palmer Golf course.  2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
  Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
  hunting just two minutes away.
• Join the fun this year.
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Louie Underwood had success 
with a 24 3/4” tiger trout.

Chase Sansom was in a kayak for 
his largemouth bass catch.

HINTON, WV — Gov. Jim Jus-
tice announced today the for-
mation of a Natural Resources 
Police dive team within West 
Virginia’s Division of Natural 
Resources Law Enforcement 
Section.
  This team will assist the agen-
cy’s law enforcement efforts 
in boating incidents, cases of 
missing persons, and evidence 
recovery. During the ceremony 
at Bluestone State Park, the team 
demonstrated their expertise by 
diving to the bottom of Bluestone 
Lake to retrieve a dog bone, which 
they then presented to Babydog.
  “I’m beyond proud to see this 
new dive team in action, helping 
keep our state’s beautiful natural 
resources and people safe,” Gov. 
Justice said. “These dedicated 
officers are truly top-notch and 
ready to dive in and tackle any 
challenge that comes their way. 
Thanks to the Natural Resources 
Police and everyone involved in 
making this team happen. Your 
hard work is another shining ex-
ample of our commitment to pro-

WV DNR
Dive Team

continue to the next page



Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of

St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department

• Fiberglass
• Aluminum
• Pontoon

2024 Boats In Stock
Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes

Pontoon • Bass Boats
Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

• Food & Beverages
• Convenience Items
Everything you need for

a day on the water!
372-9697

Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 
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Amber Richmond hooked a huge 
New River flathead catfish.

tecting our people and preserving 
our great state’s natural beauty.”
  The WVDNR Law Enforcement 
Section’s dive team consists of 10 
officers stationed throughout the 
state to ensure rapid response time 
and assist local and state agencies 
with their investigations. Mem-
bers underwent two weeks of in-
tensive open-water training with 
the South Carolina Department 
of Natural Resources Law En-
forcement Division’s Aquatic In-

vestigations and Recovery Team. 
In addition to receiving initial 
certification, dive team members 
have completed over 100 hours 
of training on various methods, 
skills, and equipment. 
  “On behalf of our Law Enforce-
ment Section, I would like to 
thank Colonel Chisholm Framp-
ton and his staff at the South Car-
olina DNR for their assistance 
and guidance in training our dive 
team,” WVDNR Director Brett 

McMillion said. “We are thrilled 
to announce the addition of this 
new special unit to our already in-
credible Natural Resources Police 
force and look forward with con-
fidence that this professional dive 
team will provide an additional 
law enforcement investigative 
service that will help fulfill our 
agency’s mission and better serve 
the citizens of West Virginia.” 

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman
• Details on page 3

• Low Rates
• Printed every 6 weeks

• Reach customers



Ohio River Outdoors LLC
On Facebook

HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

SMUTTY DOG • LEOPARDIS  CRANE 
• TYRANT  • LLUNGEN • BITE BACK

JONES • BOGGS • MYERS
COBB’S • RED OCTOBER 

HOTTAIL & MORE

           WV’s Largest Tackle Store

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Worms • Mealworms

Rapala • Molix • X Zone • Keitech • Strike King • Berkely • Storm
13 Fishing • KW • Yamamoto • Yum • Rebel • Bandit • 6th Sense

Bomber • Megabass • Jackall • Havoc • Net Bait • Z Man • Gamakatsu
VMC • Savage Gear • Bio Bait • Live Target • Crunchcity • Roboworm
Goggan • Lunkerhunt • Sufix • Lucky Strike • Reaction • KVD • Rage
Zoom • FYAO • Missle • Venom • Gulp • Seagar • P Line • & MORE!

 Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories • Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Just Outside Of Parkersburg

13520 Emerson Ave.
Williamstown, WV 26187   

On RT. 2 
3.3 Miles From I77 Emerson Ave Exit 304-916-1800

RODS:  MOLIX • LEW’S 
CASHION • BERKLEY

FENWICK • ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO • G LOOMIS • HALO

MADKATZ - ST. CROIX
PENN • DAIWA • OUTLAW

OVER 
4,000
RODS

PLASTICS

TROUT

220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES

LINE

COOLERS

CRANKBAITS

REELS

OPEN - 7 Days A Week
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FFS
LARGE SELECTON
FORWARD FACING

SONAR BAITS



• A/C
• TV - DVD
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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Chris Stacy hooked a huge blue 
catfish on the Kanawha River.

• Free Hot Breakfast
• Free WiFi
• Pet Friendly
• 24 Hour Front Desk
• Outside Electric
• Fitness Center
• Meeting Room
• Nearby Attractions

  Mardi Gras Casino
 Ridenour Lake
 Shopping Plaza

1211 Liberty Park Drive
Building A

Hurricane, WV
304-397-3200

SUMMERSVILLE, W.Va. –— 
The West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources (WVDNR) an-
nounced today that the Summers-
ville Lake Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA) archery trail and 
range has been updated and re-
opened for public use. 
  Through a cooperative effort 
between the WVDNR, the U.S. 
Army Corp of Engineers and the 
Summersville Chapter of the Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation, a 
15-target archery trail has been 
reopened on Summersville Lake 
WMA. With the help of the co-
operating groups, the trail has 
received extensive updates and is 
now open for public use.
  “On behalf of the West Virginia 
Division of Natural Resources, I 
would like to thank the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and the Sum-
mersville Chapter of the National 
Wild Turkey Federation for their 
assistance in this project,” said 
WVDNR Director Brett McMil-
lion. “We are thrilled to be able to 
reopen such an important facility 
for our state.”
  The archery trail is located on 

Archery Trail Open

Summersville Lake WMA at 
the end of Summersville Airport 
Road. At the beginning of the 

trail is a five-target practice range 
where you can tune in your bow 
skills before starting the half-
mile, 15-target archery trail. The 
archery trail is open to the pub-
lic from sunrise to sunset and is 
available on a first come, first 
served basis.  
  For more information on the 
archery trail please contact the 
WVDNR District 3 office at 304-
924-6211. For more information 
about wildlife management areas 
in West Virginia, visit WVdnr.
gov/wildlife-management-areas.
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108 Chemistry Drive/ 5 Lane
ELKINS, WV 

26241
304-636-7732



SPORTING GOODS • PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS • FISHING • AMMO

MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK
69 N. MAIN ST.

PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN 

Located Near The Winfield Locks - 12210 Winfield Rd, Winfield, WV

Open: Mon 9-5 • Wed to Sat 8-6  Closed Tue & Sun

LIVE BAIT
Bass • Crappie

Bluegill • Bullhead
Minnows

Gold Fish • Shiners
Eels • Chicken Liver
Skip Jacks • Shad

Nightcrawler • Mealworm

Catfish • Trout • Musky
Tackle “We Have Mad Katz”
Hooks - ProLine Products

Bass Tournament Tackle
Googan • Yamamota • Power Bait
Crushcity • Keitech • Yum • Nikko

Strike King • KVD • Roboworm
6th Sense • Axle and MORE!

Rods and Reels
GET HOOKED   304-964-4072

GET HOOKED WV
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Anna Milam landed a 21” new 
river smallmouth bass.

contnue to page 24

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
— Gov. Jim Justice announced 
today that the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resources (WVD-
NR) will begin accepting applica-
tions for an archery lottery deer 
hunt at Twin Falls Resort State 
Park and that one lucky hunter 
will be chosen to participate in 
an episode of Whitetail Frenzy 
TV. Applications will be available 
starting July 15.
  “I’m thrilled to announce this 
lottery hunt at Twin Falls and to 
be part of providing an unforget-
table experience for one lucky 
hunter,” Gov. Justice said. “With 
gorgeous scenery, abundant wild-
life and incredible opportunities 
like this, West Virginia continues 
to be the best place in the world to 
go hunting.”
  There are 15 spots on the Twin 

Lottery Deer Hunts

Falls lottery hunt, but only one 
grand prize winner will get to 
hunt with the Whitetail Frenzy 
TV film crew. They’ll also receive 
a special prize package, including 
lodging at Twin Falls Resort.
  “I want to thank Whitetail Frenzy 
for partnering with the WVDNR 
to offer this extraordinary oppor-
tunity,” said WVDNR Director 
Brett McMillion. “This hunt not 
only highlights our state’s natural 
beauty and abundant wildlife but 

also supports our efforts in pro-
moting sustainable hunting prac-
tices and wildlife conservation.”
  The lottery hunt is open to res-
idents and non-residents, and 
applications must be submitted 
online at WVhunt.com. Hunters 
must use their existing Electron-
ic Licensing and Game Checking 
System account or create one to 
apply. Once logged in, appli-
cants must select “Enter a Lottery 
Drawing” and choose one of the 
available options.
STATE PARK CONTROLLED 
DEER HUNT LOTTERIES
  Gov. Justice and the WVDNR 
also announced dates and loca-
tions for controlled hunts at Beech 



Where Legends 
are Made

Boyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best 

musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut 

stone masonry building in North America. Home to 

West Virginia’s largest yard sale. 18 championship 

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest 

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your 

next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT 

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM

S T O N E W A L L  L A K E  &  R E S O R T

W V U  J A C K S O N ’ S  M I L L

S T O N E C O A L  L A K E

T R A N S - A L L E G H E N Y  L U N A T I C  A S Y L U M

Lewis County CVB on Facebook     or    www.stonewallcountry.com    304-269-7328

STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT
WVU JACKSON’S MILL
STONECOAL LAKE
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT
          STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
               304-269-7328
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PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Remington • Winchester • Weatherby • Browning • Rossi 

Kimber • Liberty & Surelock Safes • Traditions • CVA
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Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

CROSSBOWS BY:  RAVIN 
• BARNETTE • BEAR • KILLER     

INSTINCT • TEN POINT
COMPOUND BOWS BY: MATHEWS 

• HOYT • BEAR

GUNS & AMMO

LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT

SAFES • KNIVES

It’s FISHING Seaon
Stop By For Tackle

Over 2,500 Guns
In Stock

Thermal
Scopes:

N-Vision  AGM
Pulsar  iRay

Class 3 Dealer
Silencers
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Ian Freeman landed a huge 
Kanawha River blue catfish.

www.parkcentersporting.com

Fork, Bluestone, Cacapon Resort 
and Twin Falls Resort state parks.
Beech Fork State Park (Nov. 4–6 
and Nov. 11–13)
Bluestone State Park (Nov. 4–6)
Cacapon Resort State Park (Nov. 
6–8 and Nov. 13–15)
Twin Falls Resort State Park 
(Nov. 6–8 and Nov. 11–13)
  Applications are available start-
ing July 15 and must be submitted 
online at WVhunt.com by Aug. 
31. Hunters may apply for mul-
tiple hunts as an individual or as 

part of a group, but can only enter 
each hunt once. There is a $15 ap-
plication fee for each entry.
CLASS N/NN DEER HUNT 
LOTTERY
  Applications to hunt in 12 lim-
ited permit areas during the 2024 
antlerless deer season will also be 
available starting July 15. Hunters 
have until midnight on Sept. 6 to 
apply. Locations for these hunts 
include:
Camp Creek State Forest
Greenbrier State Forest

Hillcrest WMA
National Forest Land (Pocahontas 
County)
Public Land (Randolph County)
Boone County
Clay County (South Portion)
Greenbrier County (North Por-
tion)
Kanawha County (North Portion)
Kanawha County (South Portion)
Nicholas County
Webster County
Hunters who receive a permit 
may hunt antlerless deer on pri-
vate and public land in the 12 lim-
ited permit areas on the following 
dates: Oct. 24-27, Nov. 25 to Dec. 
8, Dec. 12-15 and Dec. 28-31.
  West Virginia hunting regula-
tions apply to all controlled hunts. 
All hunters 15 and older must 
have a valid West Virginia hunt-
ing license, unless legally exempt 
from purchasing a license. To 
learn more about lottery hunts or 
to purchase a hunting license, vis-
it WVdnr.gov/wv-lottery-hunts.

Archery Season Starts
September 30 - Hunt Safely



July/Aug 2024 ~ Page 25

 

G
oi

n
g 

on
 N

O
W

! 

1-
80

0-
44

7-
76

97
 

3
4

3
7

 B
ev

er
ly

 P
ik

e 
E

lk
in

s,
 W

V
 

July/Aug 2023 ~ Page 25Aug/Sept 2023 ~ Page 25Oct/Nov 2023 Page 25Large Selection of RVs and ATVs in STOCK NOW
Aug/Sept 2024 ~ Page 25



RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco
     Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More

Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc

Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

GUNS
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Jeremy Peringer landed a great 
New River walleye.  

continue to the next page

www.revelles.com

200+ Campsites • All Utilities 
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout
Tube Rentals
Cable TV

     US Rt 33
9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023

Revelle’s
Outdoorswoman Workshop

  Have you ever wanted to im-
merse yourself in the great out-
doors but felt unsure where to 
start? The Becoming an Outdoors 
Woman fall workshop is the per-
fect solution! Join us from Sep-
tember 13–15 at Canaan Valley 
Resort State Park for an empow-
ering weekend filled with adven-
ture and learning. Whether you’re 
seeking a fresh experience or re-
kindling your love for outdoor 
activities, this workshop offers 
everything you need to embrace 
your inner adventurer.
WHAT IS BECOMING AN 
OUTDOORS WOMAN?
 The Becoming an Outdoors 
Woman program is specially de-
signed to introduce women to 
hunting, fishing, and various out-
door activities in a supportive and 
encouraging environment. The 
heart of the BOW experience lies 
in its weekend workshops, tai-
lored for beginners but open to 
all skill levels. It’s more than just 
a getaway — it’s a lifelong ap-
prenticeship program that fosters 
confidence and skills for outdoor 
pursuits.
WHAT CAN I EXPECT FROM 
A BECOMING AN OUTDOORS 

WOMAN WORKSHOP?
  Attending a Becoming an Out-
doors Woman workshop is an in-
credible opportunity to step away 
from the daily grind and dive into 
the natural beauty of West Virgin-
ia. Here’s what you can look for-
ward to:
  Expert Guidance: Learn how to 
hunt, fish and do other outdoor 
activities with the help of fellow 
participants, volunteers and the 
WVDNR’s friendly staff from the 
Wildlife Resources, Law Enforce-
ment and State Parks sections.
  All-Inclusive Experience: Come 
as you are and immerse yourself 
in the experience. Your regis-
tration fee covers meals and all 
of the materials and equipment 
needed for each class. A Friday 

and Saturday night lodging pack-
age is available for an additional 
fee.
  Diverse Activities: Enjoy three 
days of exciting classes in a 
friendly and collaborative envi-
ronment. Classes include:
Archery



WE BUY LAND
AND

MINERAL RIGHTS

Locally Owned 304.623.LAND TenmileLand.com
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Amber Shoemaker reeled in a 
flathead catfish in Crab Creek.

FREE ONLINE
www.wvasportsman.net

Bee Keeping
Beginning Fishing
Birding
Bow Fishing
Fish Fillet and Tasting
Fishing By Boat
Fly Tying
Gun Cleaning
Hiking
Introduction to Firearms
Introduction to Fly Fishing
Introduction to Shotgun
Jams With Pam
Meat Processing
Mountain Biking I
Mountain Biking II
Nature Photography
So You Got A Deer?
Stream Ecology
Trapping
Up-Cycling
Wild Game Cooking
Wilderness First Aid
  Be prepared for unpredictable 
weather by packing layered wool 
clothing and rain gear. Stay up-
dated with the latest information 
on the WV Becoming an Out-
doors Woman Facebook page. If 
you participate in hunting or fish-

ing courses, you must purchase a 
license, available at WVdnr.gov.
BENEFITS OF ATTENDING A 
BECOMING AN OUTDOORS 
WOMAN WORKSHOP
  One of the best things about at-
tending a Becoming an Outdoors 
Woman workshop is that it gives 
you an opportunity to try a variety 
of outdoor activities in a low-pres-
sure environment. This hands-on 
experience helps you determine if 
you truly enjoy an activity before 
investing in your own equipment.
  Another benefit is that you get 
to explore these new interests of 
yours in the breathtaking land-
scapes of Almost Heaven, West 
Virginia. From serene fishing 
spots to challenging hiking trails, 
you’ll get to experience the beauty 
of West Virginia’s forests, streams 
and mountains.
  But attending a Becoming an 
Outdoors Woman workshop is 

more than a weekend of learning 
— it’s a life-changing experience 
that empowers you to embrace 
your inner adventurer with con-
fidence and courage. Whether it’s 
learning how to navigate a trail 
and how to row in tandem with 
a friend, you’ll leave with a new-
found appreciation for yourself, 
for others and for the outdoors we 
all love. Reserve your spot soon.



SUPER
Summer
SALE!

182 SC 115 HP Yamaha

191 DC 115 HP Yamaha

201 DC 115 HP Yamaha
Fun In The Sun!

Tubing

Water
Skiing

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio
740-846-0062

www.7riversmarine.com

Bass Sportsman
       2024
     ENTER AT
    THE RAMP
     TOURNAMENTS

$100 + $10 BIG BASS
7 A.M. TO 4 P.M. FOR ALL

• 6 FISH LIMIT
• OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES

OPEN TO ALL TEAMS
INFO: 304-482-7217

wvasport@yahoo.com

~ 36 Team Limit ~
At The Vandalia Ramp
Stonewall - Vandalia

August 18
Stonewall - Vandalia

September 29

Plum Orchard Lake Upgrades
SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA. 
— The West Virginia Division 
of Natural Resources (WVDNR) 
announced today the completion 
of several improvements at Plum 
Orchard Lake, including the addi-
tion of two new docks and shore 
maintenance designed to benefit 
anglers and boaters.
  “The upgrades reflect our com-
mitment to providing exceptional 
recreational opportunities in West 
Virginia and ensure that Plum 
Orchard Lake remains a prime 
destination for anglers and boat-
ers alike,” said WVDNR Director 
Brett McMillion. “By maintain-
ing open water areas and support-
ing our fishery, we’re not only 

Ronald Criss reeled in a quality 
Stonewall Jackson Lake bass.
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enhancing the angling experience 
but also preserving the natural 
beauty of this treasured lake.”
  The new floating docks at Plum 
Orchard Lake include an 8-foot 
by 32-foot dock at the main boat 
ramp near the dam and an 8-foot 
by 48-foot dock at the parking 
area near the dam. These docks 
offer a safer and more stable plat-
form for public use. An existing 
dock at the upper boat launch is 
set to be refurbished later this 
year.
 Other enhancements include 
herbicide spraying around the 
shore fishing areas, piers and boat 
launches. This effort maintains 
open water areas for both anglers 
and boaters while maintaining a 
good habitat for the fishery, which 

Jeff Cornell reeled in a “hog” 
largemouth at Stonewall Jackson.

continue to page 30



Lazy Dog
Campground & Resort

CATFISH PAYLAKE

2 CATFISH PAY LAKES ~ SAME FISHING RATES ON BOTH LAKES

CATFISH PARADISE
CATFISH PAYLAKE

1564 McGriffins Lane
Jackson, Ohio 45640

(740) 384-4700

10 Cabins
•70 Full Hook-up

   Campsites

Check Us Out
On Facebook At 

Lazy Dogs

Numerous Sites
Shelter House
Picnic Areas
Bathhouse

Laundry Facilities

Playground
Pay Lake / Fishing 

Dbl. Horseshoe Pits
Swimming Pool

Double Cornhole

BRING
THE 

FAMILY

FISHING RATES FOR 12 HOURS  $18 + $3 BONUS FISH - 6 TO 10 YEARS OLD $5 - FREE 5 & UNDER
   24 HOURS  $25      48 HOURS $43

Both Lakes Feature Fully Equipped Tackle Shops  LIVE BAITBoth Lakes Open 24 Hours - 7 Days A Week

“Where the big cats swim”

JOIN THE
FUN!

12769 Veto Road
Between Belpre & Marietta On Rt. 7

Marietta, OH 
45750

(740) 373-0686

CATFISH PARADISE

www.catfishparadiseohio.com

Fri /Sat Tournaments 7pm to Midnite Lazy Dog   Fri/Sat 8pm to 1am Catfish Paradise    $20 + Ticket    Pays Top 4

Enjoy Camping, Fishing & Swimming
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PC OUTDOORS     304-466-1444

L
I
V
E

B
A
I
T

REELS
RODS

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms

Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden • Super Duper • Strike King
Berkley • Mepps • Owner • Zoom • Yum • Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn • Zoom • Trout Magnet • Eagle Claw • Daiwa
Cabin Creek • Shakespeare • St. Croix • Zebco • Case
Ugly Stik • Gitzit • Rebel • Heddon • Rapala & More!

        Camping Supplies • Musky Tackle • Marine Products

Hoo Doo

Kayaks

PSE      Bear
Killer Instinct    Barnett

                 1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive
             Crab Orchard, WV

Jeff Neugent caught a nice New 
River smallmouth bass.  

Lots Of AR’S
PISTOLS

New & Used

Reloading
Much Ammo
Accessories 

OLD MONEY
BUY • SELL • TRADE

GOLD & SILVER
BUYER

MOUNTAIN TRADERS
GUN & PAWN

Specializing In Hunting & Collector Guns
539 US Hwy. 33 East
Weston, WV 26452

Bus: 304-269-2444
Cell: 304-476-8886

OPEN: Monday to Saturday 10 A.M. to 6 P.M.

was the location of a state re-
cord redear sunfish catch in June. 
These sunfish, introduced into 
Plum Orchard Lake a few years 
ago to control invasive snails, 
have proven to be a great benefit 
to the lake and are now reaching 
trophy sizes. 
WVDNR Fish Tagging Studies
  To continue gathering data for 
better trophy sunfish manage-
ment, the WVDNR Fish Manage-
ment Unit is currently conducting 
a fish tagging study at Plum Or-
chard Lake. Species tagged in-
clude bluegill, redear sunfish and 

black crappie. Anglers who catch 
a tagged fish in any West Virginia 
waterbody are encouraged to re-
port it by calling the phone num-
ber on the tag, contacting their 
local WVDNR district office or 
emailing dnrfishtags@wv.gov 

and providing the following in-
formation:
Species
Tag number
Date of catch
Location of catch (if a river, in-

continue to the next page



304-547-5044
7 MILES EAST OF

 WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD
Triadelphia, WV

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

GROVE MARINE

9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon
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Wyatt Gabehart reeled in a quality 
smallmouth bass.

Advertise in the 
W. Va. Sportsman

• Low Rates
• In Business 34 Years

• Reach More Customers

clude the closest landmark)
Was the fish harvested or re-
leased (if released, was the tag 
removed?)
Angler’s name, address and phone 
number
This important data will help bi-
ologists better manage the lake’s 
fishery. And remember, each an-
gler who reports their tagged fish 
qualifies for a reward for partici-
pating. 
   To learn more about fishing op-
portunities in West Virginia or to 
purchase a fishing license, visit 
WVdnr.gov/fishing.

David Smith landed a Tug River 
smallmouth bass.

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va 
— The West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources (WVDNR) an-
nounced today that its personnel 
will be conducting deer spotlight 
surveys in all WVDNR districts 
during the months of August and 
September.
  During the survey period, WVD-
NR personnel will be driving 
designated routes and using spot-
lights at night to count deer from 
county roads. This method allows 
personnel to estimate the deer 
population, which is essential for 
making informed decisions re-
garding wildlife conservation and 

management.
This year’s surveys are scheduled 
from July 29 to August 12 or Au-
gust 26 to September 11, and will 
begin one half hour after sunset.
  Residents may notice clearly 
marked WVDNR vehicles with 
spotlights along these routes 
during the survey period. The 
spotlight surveys are conducted in 
a safe and controlled manner, with 
all necessary precautions taken to 
minimize any disruption to resi-
dents and wildlife. For inquiries 
regarding the deer spotlight sur-
veys, residents may contact their 
district WVDNR office.

WV DNR Deer Spotlight Survey



FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745
Over 55 Years

Experience

BIRDS • FISH • ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS   GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV
ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

Convenience Store • Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies • Souveniers

Game Checking Station • Hardware

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV
304-472-4279

Lazy Acres Mart

LIVE BAIT

Buckhannon, WV

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING  FISHING
CAMPING

Camo Clothing • Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment

Fishing Lures

Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart

121 Birch River Road

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm  Sun 1pm to 6pm

Danner
Lacrosse
Vortex
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Mark Moran landed a huge Stone-
wall Jackson largemouth bass.

Accurate Archery
  Archery is a great sport, with lots 
of different things to focus on. 
Some archers may be obsessed 
with their arrows and fletching, 
while others tune their bow pay-
ing attention to even the most 
minute detail.
  What do they both have in com-
mon? They want more accuracy.
  If you look at everything any ar-
cher does in the sport, it all comes 
down to getting more accurate. 
Getting your shots in tighter 
groups, and being able to do so 
consistently. If you’re looking to 
improve your shooting and get 
more accurate – use the follow-
ing archery tips for accuracy and 
you’ll see your overall shots im-
prove in no time.
Relax That Bow Grip Hand
  There’s one thing I see all the 
time that’s so completely under-

estimated by ninety percent or 
more of new archers. They’re fo-
cusing hard on the target, buying 
the newest and best gear and and 
trying every brand of arrow pos-
sible. Yet their shots are still off.
  They don’t relax their grip on the 
bow! Your non-dominant hand 
has a huge influence on the ac-
curacy of your shots. Remember 
this simple, little rule:
  Your bow hand should have as 
little contact with your bow as is 
possible.
  It should be as if your bow is just 
barely, gently resting on the top of 
your bow hand. Start to become 
more aware of how tightly you’re 
gripping your bow the next few 
times you shoot, you’ll start to see 
your accuracy improve greatly 
over time if you keep this in mind.
  And while we’re at it, regardless 
of what kind of bow you shoot, 
you’ll need one of these. You can 
thank me later.
Relax and Breathe
When we become nervous, anx-
ious or even just overly think 
about things, we as humans nat-
urally do one thing – we hold our 
breath. The next time you feel 

yourself getting tense or nervous 
try to take note of your body, 
more than likely you’re holding 
your breath.
  This happens all the time: An 
archer’s focusing on the target in-
tently, making sure his form and 
stance is just right and keeping his 
draw held as he’s been taught. He 
lets the arrow go, and the show is 
off it’s mark.
  He didn’t breathe, the whole 
time he’s focusing on all of those 
different things, he’s so in his own 
head that he forgets to breathe.
  Have you ever seen those movies 
where a sniper takes a deep breath 
in, let’s it go, and then takes the 
shot? That’s exactly why.
  I’m not saying that you have 
to take a deep breath before ev-
ery shot, just be sure that you’re 
not holding your breath and are 
at least breathing normally. Most 
archers, especially newer archers 
should really read this – it’ll help 
get you in the right mindset when 

continue to page 34
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LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC
SALES • FINANCE • PARTS • SERVICE

    320 West Main Street
     Bridgeport, WV
     (304) 842-5469

www.leesonsmotors.com

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV’s

CRISS SALES & SERVICE Husqvarna
Shindaiwa 

& More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

(304) 
472-1474

BRUSHY FORK MART
Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

LIVE
BAITGAS Gasoline

Diesel
WV Lottery & Powerball

Nightcrawlers
and More.

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm
Sun 7am to 9pm

304-472-5132

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

CUSTOM ARROWS

  Gold Tip Carbon Crossbow Bolts
 

One Block Off Main Street

34 Rebecca Street
SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up
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Shane Dillon hooked a 43 pound 
blue catfish on the Ohio River.

 when it comes to shooting.
Practice at the Right Distance
  A lot of new, inexperienced ar-
chers will ask a fellow archer what 
distance they should be practicing 
shots at. There are a few standard 
answers that keep getting passed 
around, whether they’re right or 
not.
  Many archers are to to practice 
shots at five yards. And that’s 
what they do. The real answer is 
to shoot the distance that you’re 
currently capable of shooting ac-
curately.
  Don’t feel like a dork if you can 
only hit the target from shorter 
distances, not only is that perfect-
ly fine for now, but it will improve 
over time.
  Start at three to five yards, even 
if you’re really only shooting 
good at these distances – keep 
practicing for now. A weight lift-
er doesn’t start lifting 300 pound 
barbells, and neither should you. 
Remember this second simple, lit-
tle rule:
  The further you move away from 

the target, the more your mistakes 
are magnified.
  Start by shooting where you’re 
comfortable, and then when 
you’re very accurate at that dis-
tance – move the target back one 
yard. Rinse and repeat over time 
and your shots will be getting 
consistently more accurate, and at 
further distances too.
Be Aware of Your Posture
  Yeah, you’ve heard it before: 
Posture is important to improv-
ing your shot. But a lot of archers 
down play this important fact.
  Your posture is hugely important 
as it directly affects your aim. If 
you really want to improve your 
accuracy, start focusing on your 
posture now.
  We probably all know how we’re 
supposed to be standing and the 
posture that we should have – but 
are you actually doing it?
  Get your bow and get in front 
of a mirror large enough to be 
able to see your entire draw. But, 
don’t look in the mirror yet. Draw 
your bow as you normally would 

– don’t look at yourself while do-
ing this! Once you have your bow 
drawn, look at your draw in the 
mirror. Is your posture 100% cor-



BERRY’S CAMPGROUND
Overnight Camping

New River Road
Hinton, WV

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890

(cell)

WiFI
Lounge

Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing

Catamaran Rentals
Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199
www.berryscampground.com       booking@berryscampground.com

Fluid Kayaks - Golf Carts - Rentals
By Pass Sales

Lots Of Fishing Tackle -Convenience Items
308 Hinton Bypass  Hinton, WV  304-309-3800

SURE
CATCH
FISH FARM

CATFISH 5 MILES NORTH OF

ELKINS, WV
OLD RT. 219

STALNAKER RD.

BAIT & TACKLE
304-636-1278

Sat. 1 p.m. Till 12 a.m.
Tournaments Sat. Eve
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LIVE 
BAIT

Season Ends Sept 16

rect?
  Do this a few more times, not 
looking while drawing the bow. 
Then look to see your posture. 
Are you noticing a mistake or an 
area that you need to work on im-
proving?
  Wait for it…
Some archers, especially newer 
ones will release their shot and 
then immediately look to see 
where it lands. They can’t wait 
to see their shot, which ironically 
negatively affects their shot.
  After you’ve released a shot, 
don’t move until your shot has 
landed! An easy habit to teach 
yourself is this:
  Every time you release a shot, 
don’t move until you hear the ar-
row hot the target.
 This simple trick will increase 
your accuracy if you make it a 
habit. Especially if you’re new 

to archery, trust me, do this every 
shot.
The 10 Second Rule
  Many archers, even intermediate 
archers have a bad habit. They re-
lease their shots to quickly. They 
simply become impatient and 
don’t aim long enough.
  Just slowing down and letting 
yourself have enough time to re-
ally focus on the target, breathe, 
and then release the shot is some-
times one of the hardest things for 
newer archers to do.
  Once you’re lined up, focus on 
the target and aim your shot for 
at least ten seconds, then release 
the shot. Do this every time and 
you’ll see your accuracy increase 
several times over.
Watch Your Footing
  Another largely overlooked 
practice in archery is how your 
feet are planted. This is another 

Young Luke Samples reeled in a 
huge largemouth bass.

thing that people say, but fewer of 
them do. People tend to get get so 
hyper-focused on their aim, their 
draw, their gear – everything but 
their feet.
  The fact is, the wider apart your 
feet are, the stronger they’ll be 
while you’re shooting. Your feet 
should be at least shoulder length 
apart. A little trick that helps pre-
vent overlooking your stance is 
this:
  Every time you get set up for 
a shot, plant your feet first, then 
focus on your draw, your posture 
and all the other things that tend 
to cause us to overlook our foot-
ing.

continue to the next page



September 
14 & 15

$125 Entry - Covers Both Days  

$10 Daily Big Bass = $145 Total
Big Bass Pays 2 Places Daily*

No Late Fee Entering At Ramp

Stonewall 
Classic

7AM - 4PM
Both Days

• 6 FISH LIMIT
• Complete Rules Given At Event

Mail In $20 By 9/2 To 
Hold Boat Number

Pay The CASH 
Balance At The Ramp

Mail to:  Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105

Lewis County Visitors Bureau
Lodging Info 304-269-7328

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Ranger & Triton Boats

304-684-2850 St. Marys, WV

$1,000
Guaranteed

1st Place

  I 79 Exit 96 - 6 Miles Out

ENTER NOW
• Hold Your Boat Number

Clip Out And 
Mail In - $20

TOURNAMENT INFO 
Mark Goudy

 304-482-7217

14th
Annual 36 Team Limit

VANDALIA RAMP

Name___________________________

Partner__________________________

   Stonewall Classic______
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Kelly Miller landed a 27” walleye 
at Cheat Lake.

Only Shoot a Draw Weight That 
You Can Support
  A lot of guys make it a point of 
bragging about how heavy of a 
draw weight they can shoot. Ever 
notice that most of those guys ar-
en’t winning any competitions or 
tournaments?
  One of the foundations of being 
a good archer is to always have 
the proper form. Some people 
can shoot a fifty pound bow accu-
rately, while other may out shoot 
them several times over with a 
twenty five pound bow.
  Besides, just because you’re 
physically able to pull a sixty 
pound bow back, doesn’t mean 
that you can actually shoot the 
thing accurately. Forget the ma-

cho bragging game, and find the 
perfect draw weight for you.
  When it comes to the bragging 

Bailey Gordon got a limit of big 
trout on the Cranberry River.

game, you can still win by being 
able to actually shoot ten times 
better than that guy anyway.



DEER PROCESSING

6522 Tyler Highway
SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175

304-758-2150

www.facebook.com/mountainsidewv

www.mountainsidewv.com

GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING
HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING TACKLE
TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

* Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms
* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED
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Josh Workman, from Sissonville, 
hooked a fine largemouth bass.

Evan Anderson, from White Sul-
pher Springs, got a 6 lb. 3 oz. bass.

Justin Mounts caught an unusual 
paddlefish and released it..
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LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________

City________________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_____________________

Fish_______________________________ Pound______ Oz____

Deer__________  Other_________________ #Points________ Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2024.

E-mail  wvasport@gmail.com

NO 
DOES

TEXT 304-482-7217

Lori Ketterman hooked a 9 pound 
rainbow trout.  Photo courtesy of Mid-
dle Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime

44 Years Experience

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road

 Accepting Major Credit Cards
Full Time/Award Winning  Master 

Taxidermist  Rick Dunlap

304-439-5329

www.wvasportsman.net
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GUN SHOWOutdoor  
&

West Virginia

The show will feature vendors Selling, Buying & Trading 
Rifles, Shotguns, Pistols, Ammo, Archery, Camo, Knives and more. 

Also, at the show there will be Boats, ATV's, Hunting & Fishing 
products, Safe's and lots of other outdoor products.  

***FREE GUN APPRAISALS***

SEPTEMBER 20-22
South Charleston 
Recreation Center

601 Jefferson Road
South Charleston, WV

10am to 5pm - Friday
9am to 6pm - Saturday
11am to 4pm - Sunday

wvgunshow.com

Sponsored by: Poca Valley Bank - Caldwell Insurance -Spring Hill Rod & Gun - Quantum Custom Threads
 Charleston Gazette-Mail - MetroNews - WVRC MEDIA

For a table at the show call (304) 384-2184 Anytime after 11am.
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SuperiorSuperior
The name says it all! 
 SALES, SERVICE, 

PARTS

Rt. 50 EAST
PARKERSBURG

304-424-5122
800-478-5884

www.SuperiorAutoWV.com

2024 Toyota Tacoma

  2024 Toyota Tundra 

* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate.   
4.99% APR for 60 monthly payments 0f $18.87 per $1,000 borrowed . Plus tax & fees and dealer doc fee.  
Whereas every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible for errors. 

 Reserve Yours Today

 Reserve Yours Today

View the Superior Toyota Sales Incentives for this 
month by going online at superiorautowv.com

Aim For Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

Aim For Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

Superior
         T.R. Hathaway says: “Archery Season opens on September 30”

www.superiorauto.com

www.superiorauto.com

www.superiorauto.comwww.superiorauto.com

www.superiorauto.comwww.superiorauto.com

 Reserve Yours Today

  2024 Toyota 4Runner 
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