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Scan to view our catalog

www.mountainstateloghomes.com

(SAVE} Mill Direct Prices!

e FREE Unloading at Your Site

e Milled Locally in Jane Lew, WV

» Save money when you buy mill direct
by taking out the middleman!

e All materials are cut to order.

e Sizes you can't find anywhere else!
(Exact and Nominal)

We offer floor plans ranging from intimate
one-bedroom log cabins to spacious six-
bedroom log homes, each showcasing a

3WV LocqtiOns variety of layouts and sizes.

0 208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV 26378
® (304) 884-6646

@ 521 Hinkle Road, Fayetteville, WV 25840
O (304) 884-6647

0 372 Business Park Drive, Kenna, WV 25248
® (304) 532-8300

Ask us about our
pavilion packages.

N info@mountainstateloghomes.com

& - — —
@ www.mountainstateloghomes.com Q' 1-304-884-6646
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Attention Bass Fishermen!

Cover Photo
Fishing in a Lewis County farm
pond, Walker Furby caught a
24” largemouth bass. Most peo-
ple are never fortunate to catch
| | Clip & Mail To: a largemouth this long. He is
eight years old.

Mail-List For Bass Tournaments °

In 2025

Fill Out The Form Below
To Be Placed On The Mail List

| Bass Sportsman

| | PO Box5521 This magazine has in business

|Address | Vienna. WV for 35 years this month. Thanks

| city ST I 96105 to all the advertisers that make
I

this FREE magazine possible.
We are looking for big game
pictures. Form is on page 38.

You can also email
L _; Wvasport@yahoo.com

FREE ONLINE www.wvasportsman.net
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Archery Season Guide

ESSENTIAL GEAR, GAME
REGULATIONS AND TIPS
FOR A SUCCESSFUL HUNT

West Virginia’s archery and
crossbow seasons are right around
the corner, offering hunters a
thrilling opportunity to pursue
white-tailed deer, black bear and
wild boar across the state’s sce-
nic mountains and forests. With
seasons running Sept. 27 through
Dec. 31, 2025, bowhunters get
more time in the woods, fewer
crowds and closer encounters to
game than firearms seasons often
allow.

Mark Melega’s team got 1st place
on the Monongahela River.

200+ Campsites ¢ All Utilities
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout c) %
%@
Cable TV 1\\.
L &
S !
oS

9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023

Tube Rentals
US Rt 33
www.revelles.com

Whether you’re a seasoned bow-
hunter or someone who hasn’t
hunted in a few years, now is
the time to gear up, review the
hunting regulations and get your
license. Here’s everything you
need to know to make the most of
this fall’s archery season.

LONG SEASONS, BIG OPPOR-
TUNITIES

If you’ve never felt your heart
pounding as a deer steps with-
in range or as a black bear shifts
its weight just yards away, West
Virginia’s archery and crossbow
seasons are your chance to expe-
rience the thrill and challenge of
bow hunting.

With more than 90 days to pur-
sue big game, West Virginia’s ar-
chery and crossbow seasons run
longer than other seasons, giving
hunters more chances to tag out.
Because the seasons for deer,
bear and boar overlap, you even
have the chance to hunt multiple
species during the same day in
some areas. Just don’t forget that
all harvested big game must be
legally tagged and electronically
registered at WVhunt.com.
WHITE-TAILED DEER

White-tailed deer are West Vir-
ginia’s most popular game species,
and the archery and crossbow sea-
son offers a prime opportunity to
hunt them. You can harvest up to
three deer with a bow or crosshow
— one on your base license and

RV Camp
Gift Shop
Cabins
Lighthouse
Playground ¢ Tent Camping ¢ Boat Rental
A1@4P Tralll
O
Pontoon
Fishing Boat
Paddleboard
Canoe
Kayak
Rentals
Pirate Ship
Playground
Luxury
Cabins
Tiny
Cabins

278 Summersville Lake Rd.
Mt. Nebo, WV 26679

304-872-5975
www.summersvillelakeretreat.com

two more with RB/RRB stamps
(one stamp per additional deer).

Deer of either sex may be tak-

en during the archery and cross-
continue to the page 6

INSURING THE OUTDOORS

Specialized
Business
Insurance

800-998-6810
wv@gunins.com
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304-269-6330

B&B PAWN SHOP

PAWN - BUY

BETWEEN WESTON
AND GLENVILLE

OF GUNS

L STOCKED

SELL - TRADE

» Musical Instruments
e Furniture
* Glassware
* Electronics

WE BUY
ESTATES

13454 US. HWY 33 WEST
PICKLE STREET

ALUM BRIDGE, WV

bow season offers a prime oppor-
tunity to hunt them. You can har-
vest up to three deer with a bow
or crossbow — one on your base
license and two more with RB/
RRB stamps (one stamp per addi-
tional deer).

Deer of either sex may be tak-
en during the archery and cross-
bow season. However, crossbows
are not permitted in Logan, Mc-
Dowell, Mingo, and Wyoming
counties unless you have a Class
Y permit. See pages 26-28 of the
Hunting Regulations Summary
for details.

BLACK BEAR

Bowhunting for black bears
is a rewarding, high-adrenaline
pursuit. Hunters may take up
to two bears annually, provided
one is taken in Boone, Fayette,

Kanawha, Logan, McDowell,
Mingo, Raleigh or Wyoming
County.

To hunt black bears, you must
have a Bear Damage Stamp
(Class DS) in addition to your
base license. Dogs may NOT be

\eteran angler, Tom Berga landed
another quality Ohio River bass.

used during archery or crossbow
seasons. For more info, see page
40 in the Hunting Regulations
Summary.
WILD BOAR
Wild boar hunting is legal only
in Boone, Logan, Raleigh and
Wyoming counties. During this
challenging but exciting season,
hunters may harvest one wild
boar per year across all seasons.
These elusive animals are tough
to pattern, so look for signs of
fresh wild boar activity and thick
cover near food sources. For more
info, see page 45 in the Hunting
Regulations Summary.
WHERE TO HUNT: PUBLIC
LANDS AND PRIME AR-
CHERY SPOTS
West Virginia has nearly 1.5 mil-
lion acres of public hunting land
across 96 Wildlife Management
Areas (WMAS), nine state for-
conintue to the next page

Rob Glover, from Morgantown,
hooked a 45 1/4 1b. blue catfish.

I-79 EXit 96 Eishti_ng
unting
Weston, WV i

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
11/2 Miles On The Right

304-269-6097

Broken Wheel Campground

ti1>% Nightly & Monthly Rates

W7 LIVE BAIT

and Country Store

Gifts - Game Room
- Playground

' Boat & Camper Storage

2
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SUMMER
PONTOON

GREAT PRICING ON 2023 LEFTOVERS

SALE

Financing Available

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535
304-529-0487

www.rodgersmithmarine.com

SKEETER

222 FCR

222 CR

state forests and sprawling na-
tional forest lands. In other words,
you’re never too far from your
next hunting adventure.

To plan a hunting trip on public
land, use our interactive hunting
map, which includes information
about access points, amenities
and available game. If you plan
to hunt on private land, make
sure you have written permission
from the landowner and follow all
hunting regulations.

WHAT MAKES A PRIME AR-
CHERY SPOT?

When choosing a hunting loca-
tion, look for areas with natural
cover and minimal pressure from
other hunters. If you plan to hunt
from a tree stand, choose a loca-
tion that provides good visibility
and allows you to take clear shots.
Always use a safety harness when

hunting from a treestand. Other
things to watch out for include:
Food sources, travel corridors and
bedding areas

Ridges, saddles or creek bottoms
that funnel animal movement
Signs of deer activity: rubs,
scrapes and tracks

Dense cover for bear and boar

Scout early and always set up
with the wind blowing away from
where you expect animals to ap-
proach.

WHAT YOU NEED TO HUNT
WITH A BOW IN WEST VIR-
GINIA

In addition to finding a good
continue to the next page

Marty Rogers, from Point Pleas- Alex Mobley hooked a fine Coal

ant, reeled in a flathead catfish. River smallmouth bass.
Aug/Sept 2025 ~ Page 7



RIDENOUR LAKE - NITRO, WV

NitroCVB.com

hunting location, make sure you
have the right gear. Not only does
it enhance your accuracy and effi-
ciency in the field but also ensures
you comply with state hunting
regulations. Here’s some of the
basics you’ll need.
HUNTING LICENSE AND
STAMPS

Hunters who are 15 and older
must have a valid base hunting li-
cense and the correct stamps for
the species they plan to pursue.
Hunters under the age of 15 may

Luke King, from Burnsville,
caught & released a fine musky.

hunt without a license when ac-
companied by a licensed adult.

Depending on your license and
the game you plan to pursue, you
may also need one or more of the
following:
Conservation Stamp (Class CS)
Big Game Stamp (Class BG)
RB/RRB stamps for extra deer
(limit of two and must be pur-
chased before opening day)
Bear Damage Stamp (Class DS)
Buy all required licenses and
stamps online at WVhunt.com by
11:59 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 26.
LEGAL ARCHERY EQUIP-
MENT

Taking the time to choose the
right gear will make your hunting
experience safer, more enjoyable
and successful. Just make sure
you give yourself plenty of time
to check your gear and practice

your shot before the season starts.
Aug/Sept 2025 ~ Page 8

Crossbows must have a minimum
125-pound draw weight and safe-
ty mechanism

Arrows and bolts must be at least
16 inches long with broadheads at
least 3/4 inch wide and with two
sharp-cutting edges

continue to page 11

Hunter Simmons, from Spencer,
has a fine largemouth bass.



Stop By Our Store
OR Shop Online
With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You
www.doddsports.com

[PISTOLS & RIFLES|

e BUY
e SELL
11-6 Mon-Fri
= TRADE | "%
* AMMO * SAFES
* CLOTHING * FISHING
* HANDGUNS * RELOADING
* DEER BLINDS ¢ ARCHERY
o CUTLERY * HANDGUNS
* SCOPES * LONG GUNS
* HUNTING * POWDER
* BOATING * OPTICS

Weatherby ¢ Christensen Arms
Ruger « Remington ¢ Browning
Winchester « Glock « Taurus
Thompson Center ° Springfield
And MUCH MORE!

90 Day Lay-Away
20% Down

CLASS 3  Suppressors
DEALER Thermal Scopes

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg
And Clarksburg

|[RELOADING]|
[RODS-REELS|

103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200
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Pontoon
Fishi

OVER Jonboat

4 , O O O Pleasure

GUNS
IN STOCK

96 Outdoor Plaza
Ripley, WV 25271

304-373-0400

bridgeport equipment and tool ripley
www.bridgeportequip.com

Online Ordering Or
Stop By Our Ripley Store

Famous Name Guns

New & Used Guns We Trade

Fishing & Archery

Ventrac - UTVs

Deere Mowers - Stihl Products \

Other Store Locations 11 Total
Products Offered May Differ

Bridgeport, OH Huntington, WV
740-635-1129 304-736-2120
Marietta, OH Wurtland, KY
740-373-6686 606-833-1408

New Martinsville, WV Charleston, WV
304-455-6686 304-744-0555
Pennsboro, WV Pomeroy, OH
304-659-2917 740-992-1438
Gallipolis, OH Beckley, WV
740-446-2412 304-252-6688

\Heavy Equipment Sales & Rentals \
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Explosive or poisoned tips are il-
legal
Only single-string crossbows are
allowed
Devices that hold bows at full
draw require a modified bow per-
mit

To learn more about rules and
regulations regarding arrows,
bolts and bow and crossbow fea-
tures, see page six in the Hunting
Regulations Summary.
OTHER HUNTING GEAR ES-
SENTIALS

In addition to a reliable bow or
crossbow, the following items are

Hunter Haines has his hands full
with a flathead catfish.

often usd.

Camouflage clothing and insulat-
ed boots

Rangefinder for accurate distance
judgment

Field dressing kit to prepare har-
vested game

Safety harness is required if you
hunt from a tree stand

Lastly, don’t forget to wear at least
400 square inches of blaze orange
during overlapping firearm deer
seasons, unless you are in a bow-
hunting-only area. To review fire-
arms deer season dates and areas,
check the Hunting Regulations
Summary.

HAVEN'T HUNTED IN A
WHILE? TAKE THE SHOT
THIS FALL!

With long seasons, exciting spe-
cies and beautiful public lands to
hunt, there’s no better place than
West Virginia to hunt this fall.

National Hunting &
Fishing Show

At Stonewall Jackson
CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The
West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources (WVDNR) an-
nounced that tickets are now on
sale for National Hunting and
Fishing Day, the state’s largest
outdoor-focused celebration,
returning to Stonewall Resort
State Park in Roanoke on Sat-
urday, Sept. 6.

Hosted in partnership with
the West Virginia Wildlife
Federation, this annual event
showcases the best of West
Virginia’s hunting, fishing and
outdoor traditions through
family-friendly activities, live
demonstrations and hands-on
exhibits. The event will be open

continue to the next page

LIVE
BAIT

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

GUNS NEWARK, WV
In Stock 304'275'4619
Or Ordered Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Safe 5am-8 pm Fr
Showroom & U ol i

Closed Sunday

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
e Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages ¢ Gasoline Musky Lures
 Food ¢ Live Bait « Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle « Crossbows

Ravin - Barnette

Mason Conley has a 44 Ib. flat-
head catfish from the Elk River.
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Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold ¢ Silver « Jewelry « Guns ¢ Electronics ¢ Tools ¢ Archery « And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104
(304) 428 PAWN (7296) NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

www.carlspawnshop.com

Parkersburg, WV 26101

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

515 Division Street

(304) 428-7298

from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., with free
weekend parking and shuttle ser-
vice to select activity areas.
“National Hunting and Fishing
Day is a great opportunity for
West Virginians of all ages to
connect with nature, learn new
outdoor skills and celebrate our
state’s rich outdoor traditions,”
said WVDNR Director Brett

McMillion. “Whether you’re a
seasoned sportsman or just get-
ting started, we encourage you to
bring your family to this incredi-
ble event. There’s something for
everyone to enjoy.”

General admission is $10 and
children 14 and younger get in
for free. Those who complete an

Alex Goff reeled in a quality Buster Owens has a 4 Ib., 1 oz.

largemouth bass.

lunker bass at a tournament.
Aug/Sept 2025 ~ Page 12

online ticket purchase by 11:59
p-m. on Sept. 5 will receive five
complimentary food tickets for
A Taste of West Virginia State
Parks, a ticketed activity that fea-
tures signature dishes prepared by
state park chefs. For more infor-
mation about this deal and to buy
tickets, visit WVdnr.gov/nation-
al-hunting-and-fishing-day.

The popular Outdoor Youth
Challenge is also back this year,
and provides kids a chance to try
various outdoor activities related
to hunting and fishing. Partici-
pating youth will be entered into
prize drawings, including schol-
arships to Conservation Camp
and a lifetime hunting and fishing
license.

To buy tickets and learn more,
visit  WVdnr.gov/national-hunt-
ing-and-fishing-day.



Prepared Food

www.burnsvilledock.com

e Berwsville Deocles
ARGE
Closed SELECTION
304-853-2822 | | et
LIVE BAIT |00 155085 | O Of Jigs
} ACC Rods
Reserve Your Slip Space Now

Snacks/Beverages Gasoline « Marine Supplies Zoom & More
Rods & Reels

Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

Yamamoto & More

WYV Squirrel Hunting

START YOUR  HUNTING
JOURNEY WITH THIS BEGIN-
NER-FRIENDLY SEASON

If you didn’t grow up hunting,
getting started as an adult can
feel intimidating. Maybe you’ve
always been curious about har-
vesting your own wild game,
spending more time in the woods,
or learning a skill that connects
you more deeply with nature. But
where do you begin? West Virgin-
ia’s squirrel season is one of the
easiest ways to start your hunting
journey. Not only is it affordable
and accessible, but it’s a great
way to build skills and confidence
while enjoying the beauty of the
fall forest.

In this beginner’s guide, we’ll

William Booth, from Jane Lew,
hooked a large flathead catfish.

cover the basics of planning your
first squirrel hunt — from under-
standing squirrel behavior and
what gear you’ll need, to where
you can hunt and the regulations
you need to follow. Whether
you’re hunting for food or sport,
this is your invitation to take that
first step.
UNDERSTANDING  SQUIR-
REL BEHAVIOR AND HUNT-
ING BASICS

Squirrels are active, abundant
and found all over West Virginia,
which makes this small game spe-
cies a great target for new hunters.
The most common species you’ll

see are gray and fox squirrels,

both of which can be hunted in
continue to the next page

Brian Galloway caught and re-
leased a nice musky.

LIVE BAIT

MINNOWS « NIGHTCRAWLER « MEAL WORM

NEW & USED GUNS
Buy - Sell - Trade - Pawn
Archery Equipment

Tools - Chainsaws A
FISHING M
TACKLE

Open: Mon Tue Thu Fri 8-4
Wed & Sat 8 to Noon O

613 E Main St.

HARRISVILLE, WV
304-643-2940
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50 YARD
INDOOR RANGE

304-622-8440

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT « MATHEWS « DIAMOND « BOWTECH « MISSION « PSE

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH, WV

Open 10AM to 8PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

LEAGUE
SHOOTING

Harold Cogar, Owner

the fall and early winter.

Squirrels are most active in the
early morning and late afternoon
and like to hang out around hard
mast trees, such as hickories and
oaks. Early in the season, focus
on hickory trees. As fall progress-
es and leaves start to drop, shift
your attention to oak stands where
acorns become their primary food
source. You’re in a good spot if
you find a patch of woods with
several mature mast trees and
signs of squirrel activity, like cut
nut shells.

There are two main tactics for
squirrel hunting:
Walk and Stalk: Walk slowly

Shawn & Dakota Riddle won
the July Stonewall Jackson event
with 17 Ibs., 1 oz.

through the woods, pausing every
few steps to look and listen for
rustling leaves and squirrel chat-
ter.

Sit or Stand: Sit or stand quiet-
ly near a food source and wait for
squirrels to move into view. This
method requires patience, but it’s
effective, especially when squir-

rels have been spooked and are
hiding nearby.

New hunters often overlook the
importance of being still. If you
hear squirrels but can’t see them,
sit tight. They usually return af-
ter a few minutes if the woods go
quiet again.

continue to the next page

e Grow A Healthier Herd
e Attract Deer

In Stores Or Contact Us
Roger Perry
pandrwhitetailsupreme@gmail.com
304-613-9055

Made In Buckhannon, WV
P & R Whitetail Supreme On Facebook

Park Center Sporting Goods, Rainelle WV Holly River Grocery, Hacker Valley WV Re-creations Taxidermy El-
kins WV Valley Bend Valley Muffler & Brake, Parkersburg WV Smokin Musket Outdoors, Bloomery WV Carol's
Store, Bergoo WV PC Outdoors, Crab Orchard WV The Y Country Store, Walkersville WV Tri County Arms &
Archery, Petersburg WV Knobley Farms Sport Shop, New Creek WV Freedom Ag, Buckhannon WV Southern
States, Elkins WV Freedom Ag, Gassaway WV  Hardman'’s Hardware, Glenville WV Home Warehouse Inc.,
Uniontown PA  Mountaineer Gun & Tackle, Man WV Southern States, Philippi WV Jane Lew Home Center,
Jane Lew WV BFS Farm & Home (Southern States), Morgantown WV Kirkendoll's Pay Pond, Oceana WV
Freedom Ag, Ronceverte WV Hall's Feed & Farm Supply, Pennsboro WV Jowar Feed & Supply, Laeger WV
Southern States, Summersville WV Liggett's Supply, Mill Creek WV Allegheny Industrial Supply, Bridgeport
WV 304 Outdoors, Belington WV Green'’s Feed and Seed, Charleston WV
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Smarr’s Qutdoor Services
2108 Gauley Turnpike Rd.

Flatwoods, WV
304-678-5129

LIVE
BAIT

Open: Tue to Fri
Noon to 6pm

NOW Sellling

GUNS

Your local one stop outdoors shop.
We are an FFL Dealer and a full
service archery shop. We sell live
bait and fishing supplies. We also
offer winterization and outside
storage for boats and RVs. With
11 full Hook up camp sites. Closed
Sat, Sun, Mon!

Archery & Hunting Supplies

AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

RV Camping
Boat Storage

WHERE TO HUNT SQUIRREL
IN WEST VIRGINIA

West Virginia has nearly 1.5 mil-
lion acres of public hunting land
across 96 Wildlife Management
Areas (WMAS), nine state for-
ests and sprawling national for-
est lands, so you’re never too far
from a great place to hunt.

Many WMAs and state forests
offer excellent small game hab-
itat, with plenty of hardwoods
where squirrels feed and nest.
These areas are managed by the
WVDNR and are open to the
public during squirrel season. To
plan your hunt, use our interactive
hunting map, which makes it easy
to find public land near you.

And if you are invited or want
to hunt on private land, make sure
to get written permission from
the landowner before the season

starts.
WEST VIRGINIA SQUIRREL
HUNTING GEAR GUIDE

You don’t need expensive equip-
ment or a lot of experience to go
squirrel hunting. Here are a few
essentials to get started safely and
comfortably.

FIREARMS

When leaves are still on the trees
and squirrels are harder to spot,
use a shotgun, which gives you a

Nathan Shaffer landed 2 quality
bass at the Friday Eve event. Pho-
to courtesy of Burnsville Docks.

wider shot pattern and more mar-
gin for error. A .22 caliber rifle is
a lightweight, quiet and accurate
option, best used when leaves start
to fall and visibility improves.
Always practice safe firearm

handling and ensure you’re confi-
dent using your equipment before
heading into the field.
CLOTHING AND GEAR

Less is more when it comes to
squirrel hunting. Camouflage or
earth-toned clothing will help you
blend in with the woods. Sturdy
boots will keep you steady and
comfortable as you walk through
the woods and over uneven ter-
rain. Also, consider carrying
a small backpack with water,
snacks, extra ammo, binoculars

continue to the next page

NEAR STONEWALL JACKSON LAKE

Quality Inn
2906 US HWY 33
Weston, WV 26542

304-269-7000

* WiFi
* Swimming Pool
* Qutside Electric
Hookups

NEW weston Grill & Lounge - By The Motel
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and your phone or compass for
navigation.

West Virginia’s squirrel season
runs concurrently with many deer
firearms seasons, so make sure
you also have a blaze orange gar-
ment of at least 400 square inches.
RULES AND REGULATIONS
TO REMEMBER

West Virginia’s 2025-2026 squir-
rel season runs from September 13
to February 28. A youth season is
also scheduled for September 6-7
for hunters ages 15 and younger.

Before you head into the woods,
you’ll need a valid hunting license
and, depending on which license
you buy, you also may need to
buy a Conservation Stamp (Class
CS). You’ll also need to complete
a hunter education course, which
is required for all hunters born on
or after Jan. 1, 1975. During this
class, you’ll learn about firearm
safety, wildlife conservation, ba-
sic hunting skills and West Vir-
ginia’s hunting regulations. Com-
pleting this class is your first step
toward becoming a responsible
and confident hunter.

Always check the current Hunt-
ing Regulations Summary for
updates, including season dates,
legal hunting hours and public

YAMAHA
SUZUKI
OUTBOARD
Authorized
Service
And Sales
==
F,ﬁgmrs
Go Fidb!
ALUMINUM BOATS
3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723
(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062
www.7riversmarine.com
We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

land-specific rules. to start your hunting journey.

YOUR HUNTING JOURNEY Whether you’re heading out solo

STARTS NOW or with a mentor, now’s the time
With minimal gear, plenty of to take that first step.

public land and a long season to

hone your skills, West Virginia’s

squirrel season is a great time

www.WVASportsman.net

Jordan Ridgeway reeled in a huge
rainbow trout.

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans

S NEW & USED GUNS
JACKSON 506 WALNUT ST. ©
COUNTY RAVENSWOOD, WV
PAWN 304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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Bass Fishing

Is Very Popular

1. Bass Are One Of The Most
Abundant Freshwater Fish In
North America

Bass, (Largemouth Bass and
their sub-species) are pretty dang
common. In fact, They’re avail-
able widely and in huge numbers,
with the range present in all the
lower 48 states. Mississippi and

Georgia have even gone ahead
to declare largemouth their state
fish!

This fish constitutes the larg-
est share of all the fish found in
North America. This means that
for most Americans, bass fishing
is available locally.

The easy availability minimizes
travel costs, turning bass fishing
into a convenient pastime.

The fish is also widely available
in its natural habitat. Bass are re-
ferred to as stocked fish which
means they’re also available in

Mike Gilmore has a huge North
Bend Lake largemouth bass.

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN

SPORTING GOODS « PAWN SHOP

NEW & USED GUNS ¢ FISHING « AMMO
MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK

69 N. MAIN ST.
PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

non-native fisheries or a wide ar-
ray of different environments. So,
you can find bass fish in nearly
any water source both naturally,
and stocked.

People have literally caught bass
in retention ponds, canals, ditch-
es, lakes, rivers, reservoirs- even
old swimming pools!

Simply put- Bass are abundant
and highly adaptive. If there is
water...there is a chance it holds
bass.

2. Bass Are Not Difficult To Catch
(Or Are They...?)

Anglers love bass fishing be-
cause they are effortless to catch
— compared to other fish species
with roughly the same size. (Much
easier said than done, right?)

Bass can be caught on a wide
variety of fishing reels, tackle,
and baits. They are opportunistic
feeders and known to eat...well,
just about everything!

continue to the next page

Attention on deck! Calling all vets
looking for some “reel therapy”

on the water catfishing.

Register at
www.operationvetswith nets.org

Charlie Brookover
West Virginia volunteer captain
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FREE ONLINE www.wvasportsman.net

That means that anglers of all
different backgrounds, and skill
levels, can catch and land a bass
with basic rod and reel combos or
advanced custom specialty gear.
3. Bass Are Powerful, Aggressive
And Excellent Fighters!

If you’ve ever seen a big bass
explode on a topwater lure, you’ll
agree that these fish are powerful,

aggressive, and amazing fighters.
Largemouth Bass are capable
of growing over 15 Ibs in size...
which is just huge! They are also
known for extremely hard hits
and absolutely smash live bait and
lures.
Head shakes, powerful runs and
acrobatic jumps make bass one
of the most exciting fish to catch,

2025 Boats In Stock

Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes
Pontoon * Bass Boats

Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department
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which no doubt makes them a
popular favorite among anglers.
4. Bass Come in a Variety of Sizes
& Sub-Species

Don’t forget there are a number
of other subspecies of bass such
as White Bass, Redeye Bass,
Shoal Bass, Spotted Bass, Striped
Bass, etc...

But for the sake of this article,
| am primarily referring to the
largemouth bass and smallmouth
bass, which are both very popu-
lar all over the country (and the
world!)

Largemouth bass also goes by:
continue to page 20

Kaden Thaxton hooked a Poca
River largemouth bass.

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* Food & Beverages

- Convenience Items
Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV




HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

WV’s Largest Tackle Store

Rapala ¢ Molix ¢ X Zone ¢ Keitech ¢ Strike King * Berkely ¢ Storm
13 Fishing « KW ¢« Yamamoto ¢ Yum ¢ Rebel « Bandit « 6th Sense
Bomber « Megabass ¢ Jackall « Havoc ¢ Net Bait « Z Man « Gamakatsu
VMC « Savage Gear ¢ Bio Bait « Live Target » Crunchcity « Roboworm
Goggan * Lunkerhunt « Sufix * Lucky Strike » Reaction * KVD « Rage
Zoom ¢ FYAO ¢ Missle « Venom ¢ Gulp « Seagar ¢ P Line « & MORE!

Trout Reels « Rods « Tackle
Gun Accessories = Clothing

FFS

Trapping and much more! LARGE SELECTON
FORWARD FACING
OPEN - 7 Days A Week SONAR BAITS
OVER LINE REELS
N
4000
RODS
RODS: MOLIX - LEW’S
CASHION « BERKLEY
FENWICK « ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO « G LOOMIS « HALO
MADKATZ - ST. CROIX TROUT
PENN « DAIWA « OUTLAW
L I VE B A I T COOLERS PLASTICS
Minnows ¢ Worms ¢ Mealworms
220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES
@RANKAHT@ SMUTTY DOG « LEOPARDIS CRANE
: « TYRANT + LLUNGEN « BITE BACK
Just Outside Of Parkersburg JONES « BOGGS * MYERS
COBB’S - RED OCTOBER
_13520 Emerson Ave. HOTTAIL & MORE
Williamstown, WV 26187
o OnRT. 2
Ohio River Outdoors LLC

On Facebook

304-916-1800

3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit
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Black bass
Bigmouth bass
Florida largemouth
Widemouth bass

The fish is readily available in
the southern states and is com-
monly found in ponds, swamps,
lakes, and still water bodies with
adequate vegetation. It favors
mud, gravel, or sand-bottom lakes
and ponds that feature other spe-
cies.

Largemouth bass boasts an aver-
age length of about 15 to16 inch-
es (38.1 to 40.6 cm). The largest
largemouth bass in the US record-
ed 29.5 inches, while the heaviest
weight reported is 10.1 kg (22 1bs,
4 0z.).

In general, female bass are typ-
ically larger than male bass. The
most common bass species are
largemouth bass and smallmouth

FREE ONLINE

www.Wvasportsman.net
® Back Issues Dating Back to 2006

Advertising Info On Page 3

OUTDOOR
304

1095 Crim Ave
Belington, WV
304-704-9371

New & Used Guns
Fishing Tackle

Deer Corn

PAWN

bass. fer largemouth bass, smallmouth
Smallmouth Bass bass is also meaty, thus excellent
These are common in colder wa- for those fishing for consumption.
ter and around the Great Lakes They average between 12 to 16
area. Though most anglers pre- continue to page 22

Drew Salada caught an unusual Janie Brown hooked a flathead
Asian carp at the Winfield Locks. catfish at the Hannibal Dam.

e A/IC

e TV - DVD

e Barbecue Grill

e Large Porch Area

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

1-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

e Easy Access

e Great View Of Lake

e Fully Equipped Kitchen
Including Dishwasher

LAKE YIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876
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Areas Largest Selection of
New & Used

UTVs, ATVs and Motorcycles!
Now with two locations to serve you better!

108 Chemistry Drive 137 Nelson Road
Elkins, WV Thomas, WV
304-636-7732 681-228-9077

www.elkinsmotorsports.net
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235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com
First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91
one mile south on US 19 towards lake

Call or visit our website for rates, additional

information, and policies. A 50% deposit is

required for resrvations. Major credit cards
are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

+ All log cabins are exceptionally clean
and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home.

* Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
safe environment

+ Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.

* Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft.

+ Six person cabins have king or queen beds
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
dishwasher, and washer and dryer.

» Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
Two baths and an eight person hot tub.

+ Accessible cabin available.

+ Satellite TV and DVD player

* Gas log fireplace and air conditioning

« Full bath with shower

* Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
playground and horseshoe pits

+ Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts

+ Open 365 days a year

* Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
Palmer Golf course. 2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
hunting just two minutes away.

+ Join the fun this year.

inches (30.4 to 40.6 cm) in size,
with the largest smallmouth bass
recording a length of 27 inches
(68.6 cm).
5. Bass Are lIdeal for Tournament
Fishing

Tournament fishing is a big
crowd puller, and bass fishing
tournaments are no exception. It’s
no wonder that competitive bass
tournaments are wildly popular
with both casual and professional
anglers.

Several big tournaments take
place in various locations all year
round, thereby prompting bass
fishing from the amateur to the
professional level.

Many anglers look forward to
competing with fellow fishing en-
thusiasts, showing off their skills
while hoping to catch the biggest
bass, and win big prize money!

The average bass tournament

consists of live fish weigh-ins that
continue to page 24

Zach Chidester reeled in a 29 inch
walleye.

794 Hinton By Pass

HINTON, WV
304-900-6000

Non-Ethanol Gas Musky Lures

~ Open Daily ~
Live Bait
Year Round

LIVIE [B/AMNT

Fishing]
Tackl®

GURNS
ANMNMO

VIEW ON = Shacks BOOTS
FACEBOOK GILOTTHING

Carhart Danner Rocky
Twisted X Wading Boots & Water Shoe
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Selection Of Gifts

Musky - 60’ Wall
Hunting Gear

Savage * Prorex « Bessie
Wardens ¢ N.J.B * Zman
Medussa ¢ Llungen & More

MOUNTAINEER GUN SALES

NO GUNS NOW - MORE FISHING EQUIPMENT

LARGEST FisHING
TACKLE SHOP IN THE TRI-STATE AREA

(304) 284-9811
Open Year Round

LIWV/(E
BA

Minnows ¢ Suckers ¢« Worms ¢ Maggots
Flatheads ¢ Frozen Shad & More

Large Variety - Soft Plastics
Zoom ¢ Crush City « Yum « Mad Katz
Missile » Cabin Creek ¢ Keitech
Berkley « Googan ¢ 6th Sense

Trout Lures

Jigs - Fishing Line - Rods
Sufix « Berkley * Stren & More

Acme « Power Bait
Super Duper & More

HUGE Selection Of Fishing
Tackle For BASS - CATFISH
MUSKY - TROUT and MORE!
Gifts - Hunting Gear
72 Flavors Of Ice Cream

Mountaineer
Gun Sales LLC

Reels - Zehco « Daiwa * Mad Katz
Lews « Pfleuger » Quantum & More
Rods - 13 Fishing  Shakespeare
Zebco * Daiwa » Megabass & More

Lures - Megabass ¢« Rapala * KVD

Storm ¢ Booyah ¢ Bandit

Strike King ¢ Yamamoto m—
River Rock * Zoom & More  Facing Sonar

72 ICE CREAM FLAVORS

Exit 7 Off I-68 119N 659 Point Marion Road, MORGANTOWN, WV

Aug/Sept 2025 ~ Page 23



Rosetta Lott caught a flathead
catfish. Photo courtesy of Carls’ Pawn
Shop in Parkersburg.

attract massive audiences, while
other fishing enthusiasts prefer
the CWR system (catch-weigh-
release system), advocating for
bass health.

WYV has numerous day, evening
and night time bass tournaments
every year.

Today, recreational game fishing
for largemouth bass is a multi-bil-
lion dollar industry. The sport has
also led to the development of ul-
tramodern fishing gear designed
to catch largemouth bass.

This includes drift boats, elec-
tronic depth finder instruments,
fish finding instruments, special
bass boats, float tubes, specialty
lures...and so much more.

6. Bass Fishing Is Relatively In-
expensive

Unlike some types of fishing that
require you to use fancy fishing
rods, costly lures, big boats, or
expensive equipment, bass fish-
ing is quite affordable.

The relatively low cost of bass
fishing makes it easier for begin-
ners to try out the activity. Many
people are more willing to spend
a few dollars to purchase basic

NATIVES

Fly Fishing & Outfitters
3002 Whitehall Blvd.

FAIRMONT, WV
681-404-6474

OPEN: Wed To Fri 10am to 6pm Sat 9am to 2pm

www.hativesflyfishing.com
Order Online or View Our Store

Beginner Classes To Learn Fly Fishing

Guided Float Trips

Hackle & Flies

Streamers Bass & Musky

Catch Cam Nets

Musky - Bass - Trout
Extra Heavy Duty
2 Piece Constructed  Lifetime Warranty

Fly Rods & Reels
Powdercoating Shop

Fishing Guides: Musky - Trout - Smallmouth Bass

fishing equipment than invest
hundreds of dollars in pricier ver-
sions.
7. There’s a Thriving Bass Fishing
Community Around The World
According to industry statistics,
there are approximately 30 mil-
lion bass anglers in America, with
Florida playing host to the largest
number. The numbers keep grow-
Aug/Sept 2025 ~ Page 24

ing as more and more people join
the sport.

As a result, many fishing clubs
and associations exist with mem-
bers sharing a common interest in
fishing bass.

Enjoy bass fishing in WV.

www.Wvasportsman.net



WARNING: GFMOTO recreational vehicles are intended for off-road use only, and can be hazardous to operate. Read Owner's Manual and all product labels before operating.
Never operate on paved roads. Operats st wear a helme, eye protecti ing. O be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s
license. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. Always use seat belts, cab netting and doors (i equipped). Never operate under the influence of alcohol o drugs.
Avoid excessive speed and sharp turns, and never engage in stunt driving. Check state and local laws before operating on trais. Take a safety training course before operating.
Contact your CFMOTO dealer for more information, call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887, or go to www.atvsafety.org. ©2025 Zhejiang CFMOTO Power Co., Ltd.

Stop By Soon While These Sale Units Are Available - Many Other RV’s Are On Sale Too!
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Limited Permit Area

Antlerless Deer

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The
West Virginia Division of Natural

Resources (WVDNR) announced
today that hunters may now apply
to hunt in 10 limited permit areas
during the 2025 antlerless deer
season. Applications must be sub-
mitted online at WVhunt.com by
midnight on Sept. 5.

“We’re proud to offer hunters op-
portunities that not only support
West Virginia’s strong hunting
traditions but also play a vital role
in managing our deer population
responsibly,” said WVDNR Di-
rector Brett McMillion. “Wheth-
er you’re a seasoned hunter or
returning after time away, these
lottery hunts provide a chance to
enjoy our public lands and con-
tribute to conservation.”

Each year, the WVDNR issues a
limited number of Class N stamps
to residents and Class NN stamps
to nonresidents to hunt antlerless
deer in designated counties and
public lands where additional
harvest is needed. The following
locations are open for the 2025
lottery:

Camp Creek State Forest

Amanda Mclntyre has a rainbow
trout. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

ENTER NOW

e Hold Your Boat Number

NITRO RAMP
7AM - 4PM

* 6 FISH LIMIT
» Complete Rules Given At Event
TOURNAMENT INFO

62 Team Limit Mark Goudy
Mail In or Enter At The Ramp 304-482-7217

NITRO CVB
BASS

ROUND UP

Guaranteed
1st Place

October 5/

Clip Out And ! 'Name

Mail In - $20
$100 Entry Fee Pay The CASH Partner
. Bal. AtR :
$10 Big Bass Flance Atramp iBass Round Up :
. 20% OF TEAMS *~7 777 " 2= oo e
No Late Fee Entering At Ramp W‘:N MONEY Mail To: Bass Sportsman
PO Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105
GET HOOKED
* Bass
Tackle
SKEETER « Bait
1211 Liberty Park Dr. 4876 ROUTE 152 12210 WINFIELD RD.
Hurricane, WV LAVELETTE, WV WINFIELD, WV

304-397-3200 304-529-0487 304-964-4072

National Forest Land (Pocahontas
County)

continue to the next page

Daniels Ridge WMA
Greenbrier State Forest
Public Land (Randolph County)

GUNS

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
Expert Bow Tuning « Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro « Mike’s » Joe’s Flies ¢ Berkley

5AM to 6PM
7 Days A Week

Minnows ¢ Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

LIVE BAIT

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569
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Locally Owned

WE BUY LAND
AND
MINERAL RIGHTS

304.623.LAND

TenmileLand.com

National Forest Land (Nicholas
County)
Boone County
Greenbrier County (North Por-
tion)
Kanawha County (North Portion
and South Portion)
Webster County
Applicants must apply online at
WVhunt.com. Group applicants
must provide the DNR ID number
for each hunter to enter the lot-
tery. Hunters also may call their
local WVDNR district office for
help with the application process.
Starting Sept. 15, applicants

may check their application status
by logging into their account at
WVhunt.com. Successful appli-
cants will be notified by mail by
the first week of October. Hunters
who receive a permit may hunt
antlerless deer on private and
public land on Oct. 23-26, Nov.
24 — Dec. 7, Dec. 11-14 and Dec.
28-31.
State Park Lottery Hunts

The WVDNR is also accepting
applications for controlled deer
hunts at Beech Fork, Bluestone,

Cacapon Resort, North Bend,
Pipestem Resort and Twin Falls
Resort state parks. There is a $15
application fee and applications
may include up to two hunters.
Applications must be submitted
online at WVhunt.com by mid-
night on Aug. 31.

Permits will be randomly drawn
on Sept. 3. Successful applicants
will be notified between Sept.
8-26 and must confirm their intent
to participate. Hunters chosen for

Rider Rollings landed a nice Ohio

River flathead catfish.
Aug/Sept 2025 ~ Page 27

more than one hunt will be asked
to choose one hunt. Detailed in-
formation will be provided closer
to the hunt dates.

All participants must possess a
valid West Virginia hunting li-
cense within one week of notifi-
cation or be legally exempt from
purchasing a license. West Vir-
ginia hunting regulations apply to
all controlled hunts, and deer har-
vested during these hunts do not
count toward the hunter’s annual
bag limit.

To purchase a hunting license
and stamps, visit WVhunt.com.
For more detailed information
about these lottery hunts, visit
WVdnr.gov/wv-lottery-hunts. For
more information about antlerless
deer season dates and bag limits,
consult the 2025-2026 Hunting
and Trapping Regulations Sum-
mary at WVdnr.gov/hunting-reg-
ulations.

ONLINE FOR FREE

Since 2006 - Back Issues Too
www.wvasportsman.net



Hunter Education Remington « Winchester « Weatherby « Browning ¢ Rossi

CHARLES‘CI':OIS,S vsve\z _asex- I PARK CENTER |GUNS & AMMO
SPORTING GOODS

citement builds for fall hunting
in West Virginia, the Division of g Park Center

Natural Resources (WVDNR) is = A
reminding anyone born on or af- IIINEILLE@ WV
304-438-5660

ter Jan. 1, 1975, that completing
a hunter education course is a le- 9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

gal requirement before buying a
CROSSBOWS BY: RAVIN
Oveﬁfg&ocguns * BARNETTE « BEAR ¢ KILLER
INSTINCT « TEN POINT

hunting license.
“Hunter education is the foun-

COMPOUND BOWS BY: MATHEWS

* HOYT « BEAR

dation of safe and responsible

hunting,” said WVDNR Director
It's FISHING seaon
Stop By For Tackle

Savage

» Smith & Wesson

Brett McMillion. “Our program is
designed to give new hunters the
knowledge and confidence they
need to enjoy West Virginia’s tra-
ditions while prioritizing safety
and conservation.”

The free, two-day course in-
cludes 10 hours of instruction on
firearm safety, wildlife manage- M LARGE SELECTION OF
ment, ethics, survival skills, first FISHING EQUIPMENT
aid, game identification and other SAFES « KNIVES
essentials. After completing the
class, students must pass a written
exam and demonstrate safe fire-
arm handling during a hands-on
practical under the supervision of Class 3 Dealer
a Natural Resources Police officer Silencers
or certified volunteer instructor.

“Taking this class is the first step Kimber ¢ Liberty & Surelock Safes ¢ Traditions « CVA
toward becoming part of West Vir-
ginia’s proud hunting tradition,”
said Natural Resources Police
Colonel Bobby Cales. “We em-
phasize the rules and regulations
of our state, but also the responsi-
bility that comes with carrying a
firearm and being in the woods.”

Even if a hunter already meets
West Virginia’s requirements,
completing hunter education is
strongly recommended for those
planning to hunt in another state
that requires proof of hunter edu-
cation before issuing a license. To Easton Justivid had a crankbait for Nicole Pyles hooked a huge large-

continue to the next page  an Ohio Rver freshwater drum. mouth on a WV camping trip.
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Scopes:
N-Vision AGM
Pulsar iRay
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Ruger - Glock * Benelli




LIVE BAIT

Crappie Minnows - Shiners - Goldfish
Suckers - Leeches
FROZEN Skip Jacks & Shad
WORMS Nightcrawlers - Green Worms
Wax Worms - Meal Worms - Red Worms

Reels: Pflueger « Penn
Mad Katz - Zebco * Lew’s

Rods: Fenwick « Mad Katz
Ugly Stik « Duckett « Denali
Hellcat « Precision Crappie

OPEN HOURS
Mon-Thur 10 to 6
Fri& Sat10to 7

Sun12:30t0 5

1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive
Crab Orchard, WV

Tackle By: Worden ¢ Super Duper ¢ Strike King ¢ Berkley » Mepps * Owner
Gamakatsu ¢ Tru-Turn ¢ Gitzit » Trout Magnet « Berkley Power Bait * Yum
Yamamoto ¢ Crush City ¢ Sinkers ¢ Rebel « Heddon ¢ Spro ¢ Rapala ¢ Boo Yah

Zoom ¢ Keitech ¢ Crappie Magnet ¢

Shimano « Abu Garcia » Okuma  Mysky Tackle ¢« Outdoor Clothing * Trapping - Black Powder
Deer Corn & Attractants ¢ Hunting Products  Ammo

Rooster Tail « Z Man & More

Archery Pro Shop

PSE Bear Xpedition

Inside Bow Testing Range

Killer Instinct Barnett

304-466-1444

Hoo Doo Kayaks

learn more about West Virginia’s
hunter education program, visit
WV dnr.gov/hunter-education. To
find and register for a free class
near you, Vvisit register-ed.com/
programs/westvirginia.

Fall Hunting Seasons in West Vir-
ginia

West Virginia’s slate of fall hunt-
ing seasons will start on Aug. 30
with the early split of the black
bear firearms season. Squirrel
season follows on Sept. 13, and
archery seasons for white-tailed
deer, black bear and wild boar
open on Sept. 27. Fall turkey sea-

Celebrating

35 YeaI‘S This Month
Nearly 6 Million Printed

Thanks To The Advertisers!

sons are in October, and the early
firearms season for antlerless deer
opens Oct. 23, with additional
opportunities in November and
December. The traditional buck
firearms season runs Nov. 24 to
Dec. 7.

For a complete list of season dates
and regulations, download the
2025 Hunting Regulations Sum-
mary at WVdnr.gov/hunting-reg-
ulations. To purchase a West
Virginia hunting license, visit
WVhunt.com.

Matt McCoy reeled in a huge

smallmouth bass.
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Monty & Chris Koontz doubled
turkey hunting this year.



DVR Spotlight

Deer Survey
CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The
West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources (WVDNR) announced
today that biologists will conduct
spotlight surveys across the state
in August and September to mon-
itor white-tailed deer populations.

These nighttime surveys are a
critical part of the agency’s deer
management plan and help wild-
life managers estimate local deer
numbers, track population trends
and make informed decisions
about future hunting seasons and
habitat conservation efforts.

This year’s surveys will take
place from Aug. 18-29 and Sept.
15-26, and start 30 minutes after
sunset. During the survey period,
WVDNR staff will drive predeter-
mined routes along county roads,
using spotlights to count deer.

During the survey period, resi-
dents may notice marked WVD-
NR vehicles using spotlights at
night along these routes. All sur-
veys are conducted safely and
responsibly, with precautions in
place to limit disturbance to land-
owners and wildlife.

For more information about the
surveys or local survey routes,
contact your WVDNR district of-
fice.

Josh Murray caught and released
a large musky this spring.

Late Season Catfishing

If you plan on fishing for cat-
fish late in the season, you want
to ensure you're as prepared as
possible to make your catch. You
also want to be safe and protected
while on the water to reduce any
risk of injury.

As you get your rod and reel
ready, make sure you have all
your boating safety equipment,
such as life jackets, flags, and fire
extinguishers, along for the ride.

Then, you can be as ready as
possible when you take your boat
to your favorite fishing spot, in-
creasing your chances of having a
good time and seeing success in
your efforts.

Here are a few of the best tips for
late-season catfish fishing.
Understanding Catfish Behavior
in Late Season

The later in the season, the more

the water temperature drops,
which means fish habitat and be-
havior start to change. They'll
typically move into deeper waters
where the changing temperature
affects them less, and they can be

more comfortable until warmer
continue to page 32

John Christopher caught an 11 1/4
Ib. rainbow spring trout.

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890
(cell)

BERRY’S CAMPGROUND

Overnight Camping
New River Road

Hinton, WV

Fluid Kayaks - Golf Carts
By Pass Sales

Lots Of Fishing Tackle - Southern WV’s Kayak Dealer
308 Hinton Bypass Hinton, WV 304-309-3800

Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing
Catamaran Rentals

Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199

www.berrycampground.com berryscampground@gmail.com
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STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT oyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best
WVU JACKSON’S MILL musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut
STONECOAL LAKE stone masonry building in North America. Home to
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM st i trget o st 15 crarsioni

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your

W he re ‘ ege nd S next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
are Made 304-269-7328

Lewis County CVB on Facebook or www.stonewallcountry.com  304-269-7328
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weather comes around again.
Their metabolism will also slow
down, and they'll become less
active. Since they will feed less
frequently, you'll need more stra-
tegic location and bait choices if
you're going to catch them. That
can make for a great challenge
and add to the experience of cat-
fish fishing.
What Are the Ideal Locations for
Late-Season Catfishing?

One of the most important as-

pects of fishing is finding the best
fishing spots.
T o reel in some catfish late in
the season, you'll want to focus on
deep holes and channels, includ-
ing the deeper parts of lakes and
rivers, where these fish tend to
group in colder weather. You can
also look for warm water inflows,
where warmer water enters a lake
or river.

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING
CAMPING

Danner
Lacrosse

Vortex
Camo Clothing « Tree Stands
Ammunition
Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows
Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
121 Birch River Road

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

Additionally, consider areas
around sunken logs, underwater
ledges, and brush piles, which
provide shelter and are great spots
for finding fish. Many fish make
their way to these areas because
they're looking for protection
from predators, so it's a common
place to find them.

Use the Right Baits and Tech-
niques

Choose live bait like shad, min-
nows, and small bluegill, or fresh-
ly cut bait pieces like shad or carp,
as they release strong scents that
attract fish from a distance.

No matter the bait you choose,
use slow and methodical move-
ments when presenting it. This
technique will help match the re-
duced activity levels of the fish
you're trying to catch.

Tackle and Gear Considerations

When you're catfish fishing,
you'll want sturdy rods and reels.
It's essential to ensure that your
equipment will handle larger
fish's weight and fighting abili-
ty, especially if you're fishing in
deeper waters where bringing
your catch to the surface may take
some time.

You also need a sensitive line
since that helps you detect subtle
bites from less aggressive fish.
Use appropriate weights to keep
your bait near the bottom, and
consider slip sinker rigs to pro-
vide you with better bite detec-
tion. That combination can give
you more opportunities for a great
catch.

Timing and Patience

Late afternoon and early evening
are the prime times to catch these
fish, as they'll start becoming
more active when the water cools.
It's crucial to be patient, though.

Prepare for longer wait times be-
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Convenience Store * Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies « Souveniers
Game Checking Station ¢ Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 |H\VI=R:TNN)

tween bites since fish are typically
less aggressive when the water is
colder.
Safety and Comfort
While you're out on the water
in colder temps, be sure to dress
appropriately since late-season
weather can be unpredictable.
Choose layered clothing options
to help you stay warm and dry and
continue to the next page

Nathan Wayne reeled in a huge
rainbow trout.

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY

» 304-824-3745 .. 4
. Over 57 Years g{lﬁ

Experience

BIRDS ¢ FISH « ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV
ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE



to give you choices if you become
too warm or cold. Of course, it's
not just about what you wear. You
also want to make sure your boat
is safe and secure.

To do that, ensure that it's
equipped with all the necessary
safety gear and that you're pre-
pared for changing weather con-
ditions that might create choppy
waters. By paying close attention
and being prepared, you can have
a better fishing experience and
minimize the risk of a boating ac-
cident or ending up in cold waters
without the right safety gear.

Pay Attention to Local Knowl-
edge and Regulations

Before heading out for your
fishing trip, check local fishing
reports and contact other local an-
glers to stay updated and aware.
This information can help you get
a lot of insight into the activity
and patterns of fish in the area so

you know how to be prepared for
continue to the next page

Matt Cronin caught a 42” flathead
catfish on a bass jig lure.

GUN SHOW

R&R
SHOWS

Admission: $6 Weekend Pass $10

www.RANDRGUNSHOWS.COM

SEPT. 13-14, 2025 - SUMMERS-
VILLE,WV -VISITORS & CONVEN-
TION CENTER/ARMORY
SEPT. 27-28, 2025 - PARKERS-
BURG,WV - NAT’L GUARD
ARMORY
OCT. 11-12, 2025 - HURRICANE,WV
- PUTNAM CO. PARKS & RECS
CONVENTION CENTER
OCT. 18-19, 2025 - ELKINS,WV
- PHIL GAINER COMMUNITY
CENTER
OCT. 25-26, 2025 - CLARKSBURG,
NAT’L GUARD ARMORY
NOV. 8-9, 2025 - LEWSIBURG,WV
- STATE FAIR GROUNDS-WV
BUILDING
DEC. 13-14, 2025 - FLAT-
WOODS,WV - DAYS INN
CONFERENCE CENTER
DEC. 20-21, 2025 - PARKERS-
BURG,WV - NAT’L GUARD
ARMORY

View On Facebook
R&R WV Gunshows

JAN. 3-4, 2026 - CLARKSBURG,WV
- NAT'L GUARD ARMORY
JAN. 10-11, 2026 - HURRICANE,WV
- PUTNAM CO. PARKS & RECS
CONFERENCE CENTER
JAN. 31-FEB. 1, 2026 - LEWIS-
BURG,WV - STATE FAIRGROUNDS
- WV BUILDING
FEB. 7-8, 2026 - FLATWOODS,WV -
DAYS INN CONFERENCE CENTER
FEB. 14-15, 2026 - PARKERS-
BURG,WV - NAT'L GUARD
ARMORY
MAR. 28-29, 2026 - HURRI-
CANE,WV - PUTNAM CO. PARKS
& RECS CONFERENCE CENTER
APR. 11-12, 2026 - CLARKS-
BURG,WV - NAT’L GUARD
ARMORY

MORE DATES/LOCATIONS TO COME

R&R SHOW GUIDELINES

*YOU MAY BRING IN FIREARMS TO TRADE OR SELL BUT THEY MUST BE
UNLOADED AND WILL BE CHECKED AT THE FRONT GATE
* NO TRADING IN THE FRONT LOBBY AREA OR OUTSIDE OF THE BUILDING.
* CONCEALED CARRY MUST BE UNLOADED AND IT MUST REMAIN HOLSTERED.
* DO NOT BRING IN MORE THAN YOU CAN CARRY AT ONE TIME.
* CHILDREN ARE WELCOME BUT THEY MUST BE WITH AN ADULT AT ALL TIMES.
* NO ONE UNDER THE AGE OF 18 IS PERMITTED TO HANDLE FIREARMS.

We are always looking for NEW Vendors for our various locations.
If you are interested, Please contact us at wwgunshows@gmail.com or fill

out the Vendor Registration Form on our Website and send us a message.
304-575-6895 304-575-6864
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LEESON'S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES « FINANCE « PARTS « SERVICE
www.leesonsmotors.com 320 WeSt Maln Stl’eet
Bridgeport, WV
(304) 842-5469

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV's

your excursion.

The more you know about the
quirks of local waterways, the
easier it is for you to find the best
fishing spots, too.

No matter what other anglers
suggest, though, follow local reg-
ulations and fishing limits. Most
localities have specific require-
ments about the size and number
of fish you can catch and keep,
and you don't want to run afoul of
the law.

Boating and fishing regulations
are in place to ensure sustainable
fishing practices, so they're essen-
tial.

Adapting to Weather Conditions

As we mentioned, fish are gen-
erally less active during sudden
cold fronts, so you'll want to ad-
just your fishing strategy accord-
ingly. If you can fish during an
extended period of stable weath-
er, you'll have a more predictable
and productive outcome.

There are never guarantees, but
you want to set yourself up for fun
and success as much as possible.

Stay Safe on All Your Catfish
Fishing Adventures

Knowing how to stay safe when
fishing from a boat is essential.
One of the best ways to do that is
to take a boating education course
through Boat-Ed!

Our online safety course will
give you valuable information
about safety and etiquette so you
can safely boat and fish.

John Hull reeled in a huge
Kanawha River flathead catfish.

CRISS SALES & SERVICE ~ Husqvarna
(304) Shindaiwa
472-1474 & More

— OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV Saws & Trimmers

Lawn & Garden
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CUSTOM ARROWS

Gold Tip Carhbon Crosshow Bolts

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN
One Block Off Main Street
34 Rebecca Street

SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

Fishing Trivia

People have been fishing for,
at least, 40000 years, which is a
long time! And people continue
to practice this ancient hobby.
The main difference is that they
don’t fish because their lives de-
pend on it. They fish because it is
fun. Plus, fishing is a great way to
connect with nature, with others,
and with your past.

Fish can swim backward

While there is no reason for fish
to swim backward, most of them
can do it if the need arises. The
sharks can’t, though. Their hard
fins don’t bend. Therefore, they
can neither swim backward nor
stop swimming suddenly. It is a
little funny how the top predator
can’t swim as it pleases. But ev-
erything should have some sort of
balance, right?

In fact, if you manage to grab a
shark by its tail and pull it, it will
die. But who in heaven will do
that?

The first fishing hooks were made
out of bone, stone, or wood.

People started fishing with their
bare hands. But as time passed by,
people started to realize that they
can use some tools to make fish-

continue to page 36



2 CATFISH PAY LAKES ~ SAME FISHING RATES ON BOTH LAKES

CATFISH PARADISE Lazy Dog

CATFISH PAYLAKE |Campground & Resort
“Where the big cats swim” CATFISH PAYLAKE

www.catfishparadiseohio.com
1564 McGriffins Lane

Jackson, Ohio 45640
(740) 384-4700

10 Cabins
*70 Full Hook-up
Campsites
JOIN THE
FUN!
Check Us Out
On Facebook At
CATFISH PARADISE Lazy Dogs
Enjoy Camping, Fishing & Swimmin
12769 Veto Road Joy L.amping, 5 5
Between Belpre & Marietta On Rt. 7 Numerous Sites Playground
Marietta, OH shelter House ~ BRING  pyy | ake s Fishing
45750 Picnic Areas THE Dbl. Horseshoe Pits
Bathhouse Swimming Pool
(740) 373-0686 Laundry Facilities FAMILY Dc\)l\tljlgl](rené:n(?rnf?c?le
FISHING RATES FOR 12 HOURS $18 + $3 BONUS FISH
6 TO 10 YEARS OLD $5 FREE 5 & UNDER
24 HOURS $25 $48 HOURS $43

Both Lakes Open 24 Hours - 7 Days A Week

Both Lakes Feature Fully Equipped Tackle Shops LIVE BAIT
Fri /Sat Tournaments 7pm to Midnite Lazy DogFrifSat 8pm to 1am Catfish Paradise  $20 + Ticket Pays Top 4
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401 Goosepen Rd, Roanoke WV 26447
www.stonewallsportingclays.com
304-801-4212

“Follow Us”

Open Tuesday - Sunday

(call or go online to make your reservations)
OPEN YEAR-ROUND to the PUBLIC

* Full Sporting Clays Course WV’s Newest

* Heated 5 Stand -

¢ Fun for ages 12 and up

« Beautiful Clubhouse and

Winter League shoots at nighttime
+ Shooting Instructors on Staff for Lessons
¢ FULL line up of RENTAL equipment
+ Seasonal Dine and Shoot events

30x80 pavilion for your Special Event!

Fundraisers
Corporate Team Building
4H and Scouts
Family Reunions
Church groups
Bachelor/Bachelorette groups
Catering available
upon request

» Bow and accessories RENTALS available

Call or go online

304-801-4212

3D Archery Range

* Over 25+ 3D life size targets
* Over 1 mile of walking trails with
fun target placements
o Warm up area
* Fun for ages 6 and up
* No experience needed

» Course set for All Skill sets

ing easier. So, they begin to use
harpoons, nets, and fishing hooks.

However, there weren’t any
blacksmiths around to make metal
hooks. So, people created hooks
with what they had around. That’s
how they invented the gorge, the
first fishing hook. It was a straight
piece of wood or bone with two
pointy ends. Some anglers still
use the legendary gorge today.

Later on, the shape changed to
the curved shape we know today.
Bluefin tuna: The treasure of the
Sea

In some countries, canned tuna is
so inexpensive that people use it
to feed their cats. But bluefin meat
is a different story. The price per
pound sits around 20 to 200 dol-
lars. So, a 300-pound fish could
put between 6000 and 60000 dol-
lars in your pocket. Crazy, right?

Two of the most expensive bluefin
tunas ever sold had a price tag of
736 thousand and 3.1 million dol-
lars. Yes, they were worth more
than your house or car!

However, you can’t fish bluefin
as you please, as they are protect-
ed by some regulations. Plus, fish-
ing them is not easy. Bluefins lurk
in the depths, and you must battle
them for hours. And even though
you manage to reel the fish in,
if you don’t dispatch it properly,
you can render the meat useless.
A little sad if you ask us. So, it
takes strength, ability, luck, and
never of steel to catch them.
Black marlin, Sailfish, and Sword-
fish: The speed demons of the sea

In terms of speed, the sailfish,
black marlin, and swordfish have
no match. They are the fastest fish
in the world. Well, in this case,
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seas. The sailfish alone can swim
up to 70 miles per hour, which
equals 61 knots. It is faster than
most yachts available and faster
than your average boat. Be ready
for a hell of a fight.

Victoria Hart is pleased with her
Middle Island Creek catfish.



DEER FROM 2024

Michael Cooper used his bow for GUNS’ AMMO’ RELOADING
awide spread 17 point buck. HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING
TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

Mikey Brown hunted in Logan
County for an impressive buck.

* Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms
* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

6522 Tyler Highway
SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175

304-758-2150

Shelby McCasland hunted in DEER PROCESSING
Brooke County for her 9 point. www.facebook.com/mountainsidewv

IR Rl SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED

LRSI  \ww.mountainsidewy.com

pics. Form is on page 38. Good
|
luck and hunt safely! Aug/Sept 2025 - Page 37




B/ TINJE/LLAQU IV TWOB S SOR|C ROCK Intersection of
M PRE RPL|UNGERZADI LEOP CAVE Rt. 4 & 20
I|o/slo BKIRIAYNB/MWcCGILILMLS R§54k9(321v§§§¥5v
L MG E CYUUPCKALHIEPEET IGA G_rocéries
A W T AR e T E 50 Al | resn weat & o
Propane Exchange
OOTAIRGETLGRT|I|lUNAWORRA B &S K
T I'KIAQLO I BLAMDKPOAPQ L OeMveg"’t‘?etss STOa(iSfM
RINJIICLEIITIOZIEINOILISISILMUVL pzlIolil-u;t;:so&prlzisuﬁer?r:gn
AIPILIUSTNSTNGFR|SBA I TR Z Check Us Out
D RJD AEASAINAI'TIEISV SILUE www. rockcave.iga.com
I EICIA/EIR S/ I|GCG|L KIDEIEIR/O|C|R
O DCH|LATNTEOCARUM|UCE|Y
N AKO EY I EGB|V|GK|QVIE PSR E|BRUNANESLII&EIN!
AITMC RRKOUEOIROCEL|TQB L
LOAL|TDYRPZLWU|S I TOAYT
RIRIEIS DCGPKEBRT CMSCKH|Y
AIPUINOT/R/IAIDILIAK|I EIEIE/MI1|HO
DI/ AMOND SNSKPMUCR|IAAH
C/IGNIl RT S\WARIDGTR|EH|SYSW
Allen « Elite « Quest  Predator « Arrow ¢ Plunger ¢« Crossbow
Rest « Nock ¢ Drawstring « Hoyt ¢ Limb « Traditional ¢« Archery
Carbon « Stabalizer « Release ¢ Recurve « Bezel « Bowtech « Cam
Diamond ¢ Prime ¢ Darton ¢ Mission « Mathews ¢ Bolt « Samsick
Quiver ¢ Sight  String * Bear « Target « PSE « Martin « Compound
. Cliff Jones caught a 38” blue catfish
Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally from the Ohio River.

LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

CLIP OUT TO MAIL

| Name

| Address

|
| State
| Fish

City

Zip

Pound

| Deer #Points
L

Oz

We are looking for LARGE fish & game

pictures from 2025.
Send Photo To:

|

| s NO

| e W T WVS

| e 2l DOES  p0o Box 5521
| T Vienna, WV
| TEXT 304-482-7217 26105

E-mail Wvasport@gmail.com

_ Photos Will Be Returned

Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman - Details Are On Page 3 - Low Rates
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NEW LARGER STORE

OVER 1,100 GUNS IN STOCK

RMTP is the mountain region’s premier
one stop gun shop. We sell, buy, trade,
and pawn new and used guns and offer
gun repair services as well. We have
over 1,100 guns in stock and have the
areas largest selection of ammo. We
recently purchased Wheeler’s Guns &
Ammo and increased our inventory.

LOTS OF AMMO

Open: Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm
Sat 9am to 2pm Closed Sunday

Anaconda & Python

“SNAKE”
GUNS IN STOCK

Type 7 FFL

GUN REPAIR
WE PAWN GUNS

NEW & USED GUNS

View Us On richmountaintrading.com

FACEBOOK

RICH MOUNTAIN

~ TRADING & PAWN ~
ON THE 5 LANE
25 MIDWAY LOOP

ELKINS, WV
304-642-7399
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Q@ Ripley

134 Bullfrog Road
Ripley, WV 25271
304-372-1323

V3 MEYER'S RV

@ Mt. Motrris

102 Free Soil Road,
Mt. Morris, PA 15349
878-223-1340
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SRINKLEY Enulchmen’ @ EMBER = esrrives
GRAND ;" DESIGN = PRIMETIME

NORTHEAST’S LARGEST FAMILY
OWNED DEALER NETWORK

CALEDONIA, NY * FARMINGTON, NY « WEBSTER, NY « BATH, NY « SYRACUSE, NY
* ALBANY, NY « HARRISBURG, PA « APOLLO, PA + MT. MORRIS, PA « SAYRE, PA

* BRANCHVILLE, NJ - ELLWOOD CITY, PA - MADISON, OH - JOPPA, MD - RIPLEY, WV

MEYERSRVS.COM
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