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1-304-884-6646
info@mountainstateloghomes.com

Mill Direct Prices!
FREE Unloading at Your Site
Milled Locally in Jane Lew, WV
Save money when you buy mill direct
by taking out the middleman!
All materials are cut to order.
Sizes you can’t find anywhere else!
(Exact and Nominal)

3 WV Locations

Your Path to
Affordable Log
Home Living

We offer floor plans ranging from intimate
one-bedroom log cabins to spacious six-
bedroom log homes, each showcasing a
variety of layouts and sizes.

(304) 884-6646
208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV  26378

(304) 884-6647
521 Hinkle Road, Fayetteville, WV  25840

(304) 532-8300
372 Business Park Drive, Kenna, WV  25248

www.mountainstateloghomes.com

 www.mountainstateloghomes.com 

Scan to view our catalog

Ask us about our
pavilion packages.
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  Fishing in the Smoke Hole 
area, Nathan Bentley reeled in 
a 10 pound, 7 ounce rainbow 
trout.  Nathan is from Keyser.
  This winter has definitely been 
brutal for cold and snow.  Lots 
of people took up ice fishing 
this year that had not tried that 
in the past.
  It won’t be real long before 
turkey season starts.  Good luck 
to all hunting & fishing in 2026.

Huge Selection
Of Knives

Chain Saws • Mowers
Weed Eater & More

Now
Selling
Guns

Ammo
Knives

Mon - Fri 9-5
Sat 9-4

Hart’s Pro Hardware
616 Elk Street

Gassaway, WV 26624
304-364-5282

Hunting/Fishing Licence
Tool Rental • Plumbing
Saw & Mower Repair

Pipe Threading • Keys
Dewalt/Milwaukee Tools

Welding • 3D Printing



INSURING THE OUTDOORS

800-998-6810
wv@gunins.com

Specialized
Business
Insurance
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Anderson Roberts, from Danese, 
brought in some winter rabbits.

Bass Sportsman
       2026
     ENTER AT
    THE RAMP
     TOURNAMENTS

$100 + $10 BIG BASS
7 A.M. TO 4 P.M. FOR ALL

• 6 FISH LIMIT - 12” or Bigger
• OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES

OPEN TO ALL TEAMS
INFO: 304-482-7217
Stonewall - Vandalia

April 19
Stonewall - Vandalia

May 17
Stonewall - Vandalia
June 21  7am - 3pm
Stonewall - Vandalia

July 19
Stonewall - Vandalia

August 16
Stonewall Vandalia

October 11
Wright’s Riverside Marine

Ranger & Triton Boats

                       St. Marys, WV
                       304-684-2850

Lewis County CVB
stonewallcountry.com

Lodging Info

www.revelles.com

200+ Campsites • All Utilities 
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout
Tube Rentals
Cable TV

     US Rt 33
9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023

Revelle’s

Revelle’s

Winter Fishing In WV 

Hunter Rohr landed a large brown 
trout.  Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.  

continue to page 6

 Winter in West Virginia offers 
some of the most peaceful and 
rewarding fishing of the year. 
The summer crowds are gone, 
the scenery is crisp and beauti-
ful and with the right approach, 
the fish are definitely biting. So, 
if you think the fishing season 
ends when cold weather arrives or 
that trout are the only fish worth 
catching in the winter, this guide 
is for you.
KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
 Fish are cold-blooded, which 
means their activity is dictated 
by the water temperature around 
them. As water cools, their metab-
olism slows down. However, fish-

ing can be fantastic on warmer, 
sunny winter days. Even a slight 
increase in water temperature can 
spur fish to move into shallower 
areas and feed more actively.
  As any seasoned angler will tell 
you, a great day of fishing begins 
long before you get to the water. 
A little preparation is the key to a 
safe, comfortable and successful 
winter trip. Following these sim-
ple rules will ensure your adven-
ture is a safe one.
  Dress for the Weather: Dress in 
layers to stay warm and dry, as 
falling into cold water can create 
a dangerous situation very quick-
ly.
 Share Your Plan: Always let 
someone know where you are go-
ing and when you expect to return 
before you head out.
 Watch Your Step: Winter condi-
tions make shorelines treacher-
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•  ROOMY CAB WITH UP TO 6-PASSENGER SEATING

•  FACTORY STANDARD FULL CAB WITH HVAC

•  7-IN FULL-COLOR TFT INSTRUMENTATION

•  1,000-LB CAPACITY TILTING CARGO BED, 

    DETACHABLE TAILGATE

•  KAWASAKI STRONG 3-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY

2 0 2 5

RIDGE® XR CREW LIMITED HVAC

SMITTY'S KAWASAKI
CENTER (owner)
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KAWASAKI CARES: Read Owner’s Manual and all on-product warnings. Warning: The RIDGE® side x side can be hazardous to operate. For your safety: 
Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Never operate under the influence of drugs or alcohol. Avoid excessive speeds and 
stunt driving. Be extra careful on difficult terrain. Protect the environment. The Kawasaki RIDGE side x side is an off-highway vehicle only, and is not 
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US 33 East

BUCKHANNON, WV
304-472-4824

www.supersmittys.com



B&B PAWN SHOPB&B PAWN SHOP304-269-6330 BETWEEN WESTON
AND GLENVILLEPAWN - BUY

SELL - TRADE

13454 US. HWY 33 WEST
PICKLE STREET

ALUM BRIDGE, WV

HUNDREDS
OF GUNS
STOCKED

NEW & USED
GUNS 
AMMO

• Musical Instruments
• Furniture
• Glassware
• Electronics
WE BUY 
ESTATES
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Cameron Irizarry, from Parkers-
burg, pulled a nice rainbow trout 
out of the ice.

ous. Always test your footing on 
rocks and steep banks before put-
ting your full weight down.
 Don’t Walk on Ice: While the 
surface of lakes, ponds and im-
poundments can freeze during 
the winter, when the temperature 
is below freezing for an extended 
period of time, it is NEVER safe 
to walk onto ice.
 Wear Your PFD: Most water-re-
lated deaths, injuries and incidents 
happen because someone wasn’t 
wearing a personal flotation de-
vice. If you are on the water in a 
vessel, West Virginia law requires 
that you have a life jacket that is 
in good condition, properly sized 
and readily available for each per-
son on board. Any child under 
the age of 13, including infants, 
must wear a PFD while the vessel 
is underway. Vessels 16 feet and 
over must have a throwable Type 
IV PFD ring or cushion on board 
that can be thrown to a person in 
the water in addition to the previ-
ously noted PF device.
DISTRICT 1 WINTER FISHING 
GUIDE
  If you want to cast your line in 
a reservoir, check out Cheat Lake 
or Tygart Lake. But be advised 
that water levels fluctuate signifi-

cantly during the winter months. 
You’ll find plenty of walleye and 
yellow perch in Cheat Lake, but 
you also can target channel catfish 
in deep waters off the park piers 
and fish the tailwater for sau-
ger. Tygart Lake also supports a 
healthy walleye fishery as well as 
a self-reproducing muskellunge 
population. As winter progresses, 
both fish migrate towards the head 
of the reservoir for spawning.
  For river fishing, cast your line 
in the tailwaters of the Ohio 
and Monongahela rivers, such 
as Hannibal, Pike Island and 
Morgantown. These areas sup-
port walleye, sauger and musky.      

Luke Stewart hooked & released 
a 51 1/4” early season musky.

Warmwater discharges associated 
with industrial facilities will hold 
white and hybrid striped bass 
throughout the winter. You can 
also find musky in the Tygart Riv-
er and West Fork River.
  Beginning in January, trout are 
stocked at popular spots like 
Blackwater River and Wheeling 
Creek. Small impoundments like 
Teter Creek Lake are also stocked, 
while ponds such as Fairfax Ponds 

continue to the next page



SPRING
PONTOON 

SALE

GREAT PRICING ON 2023 LEFTOVERS

222 FCR

222 CR

Financing Available

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535

304-529-0487
www.rodgersmithmarine.com SKEETER

Family Fun!
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Bridger Williams was a winner in 
the WV DNR photo contest.  

continue to the next page

Andy Godwin, JC Christopher & 
Rick Harkness landed crappie.

offer bluegill and crappie action.
DISTRICT 2 WINTER FISHING 
GUIDE
  Winter is a great time to go fish-
ing at Mt. Storm Lake, where you 
can find trophy-sized walleye and 
striped bass. Due to warmer water 
temperatures, fish grow quickly 
here, so try trolling shad-pattern 
crankbaits in deep water to find 
them. Jennings-Randolph Lake 
is another option, but be advised 
that winter drawdowns may ren-
der the West Virginia side of the 
Howell boat ramp unusable.
  During warmer winter days, 
when temperatures have been 
higher than 40 degrees, anglers 
have been known to catch small-
mouth bass on the South Branch, 
Shenandoah or Cacapon rivers. 
Anglers also have found success 
at smaller impoundments during 

the winter. Wherever you cast 
your line, target deep, slow-mov-
ing pools near moderate to large 
boulders where fish tend to con-
gregate this time of year. If fish-
ing on the North Branch River, 
strictly monitor whitewater dis-
charge rates and adhere to Mary-

land regulations.
DISTRICT 3 WINTER FISHING 
GUIDE
  If you want to cast a line in a 
lake, there are plenty of options in 
District 3. The upper end of Ston-



Largest lake in the region (27 acres)
Stocked monthly (catfish in warm months, trout in cold months)
Minutes off the interstate with Ample parking
Shoreline fishing / kayaks are permitted
Accessible dock, kayak dock
July-August catfish tournaments
On-site bait shop

Ridenour Lake - Nitro, WV

NitroCVB.com
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continue to page 11

Trenton March hunted with a coy-
ote style gun in Lewis County. 

Bruce Wayne used a compound 
bow in Braxton County.

coal Reservoir is a great place 
to catch crappie, perch and blue-
gill and Stonewall Jackson and 
Burnsville lakes are good places 

to target musky. 
  Walleye anglers should visit 
Summersville Lake and fish for 
them in 25-50 feet. The Little 
Kanawha River, which is famous 
for producing state-record musky, 
is also a good location. Be advised 
that USACE lakes like Summers-
ville and Sutton undergo massive 
winter drawdowns, so checking 
water levels is essential before 
launching boats.
  For new anglers, small impound-
ments such as Big Ditch and Wall-
back lakes hold quality fish that 
bite readily on small jigs. Trout 
are also stocked at several lakes 
and streams from January to May.
DISTRICT 4 WINTER FISHING 
GUIDE
  The New River is a top choice 
for walleye. Because these fish 
see well in low light, success 
improves significantly by fish-

ing at dusk or dawn near tribu-
tary mouths and deep holes. The 
New, Greenbrier and Meadow 
rivers also hold smallmouth bass 
and muskellunge. For bass, try 
deep-water techniques with blade 



Stop By Our Store 
OR Shop Online

With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To YouWe Ship To You

www.doddsports.com
• BUY• BUY
• SELL • SELL 

• TRADE• TRADE
• AMMO
• CLOTHING
• HANDGUNS 
• DEER BLINDS
• CUTLERY
• SCOPES
• HUNTING
• BOATING

• SAFES
• FISHING
• RELOADING
• ARCHERY 
• HANDGUNS
• LONG GUNS
• POWDER
• OPTICS

Weatherby • Christensen Arms
Ruger • Remington • Browning

Winchester • Glock • Taurus
Thompson Center • Springfield

And MUCH MORE!

90 Day Lay-Away90 Day Lay-Away
20% Down20% Down

11-6 Mon-Fri
11-5 Sat

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg

And Clarksburg

103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200

PISTOLS & RIFLES

CLOTHING

SCOPES

TACKLERODS-REELS

RELOADING

AMMO

ARCHERY
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CLASS 3
DEALER

Suppressors
Thermal Scopes



96 Outdoor Plaza
Ripley, WV 25271
304-373-0400

OVER
4,000

GUNS
IN STOCK

bridgeport equipment and tool ripley
www.bridgeportequip.com

Bridgeport, OH
740-635-1129
Marietta, OH

740-373-6686
New Martinsville,WV

304-455-6686
Pennsboro, WV
304-659-2917
Gallipolis, OH
740-446-2412

Huntington, WV
304-736-2120
Wurtland, KY
606-833-1408

Charleston, WV
304-744-0555
Pomeroy, OH
740-992-1438
Beckley, WV

304-252-6688

Other Store Locations   11 Total
Products Offered May Differ
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Deere Mowers - Stihl Products

Ventrac - UTVs

Boots

New & Used Guns  We Trade

Famous Name Guns

Fishing & Archery

Online Ordering Or
Stop By Our Ripley Store

Pontoon
Fishing
Jonboat
Pleasure

Heavy Equipment Sales & Rentals

Polaris

Yamaha



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline  Musky Lures
 • Food • Live Bait • Minnows & More

• Fishing Tackle • Crossbows

Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
5 am-8 pm Fr

8 am-8 pm Sat
Closed Sunday

GUNS
In Stock

Or Ordered
Safe

Showroom

LIVELIVE
BAITBAIT

Ravin - Barnette
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Dustin Jeffrey got a 9 point in 
Ritchie County.  Photo courtesy of 
Crossroads General Store in Walker.

baits, while musky anglers should 
target Kanawha Falls with large 
glide baits. Below the Kanawha 
River locks (Marmet and Lon-
don), anglers can find hybrid 
striped bass, walleye and flathead 
catfish.
  Bluestone Reservoir is a primary 
destination for striped and hybrid 
striped bass, which are coolwater 
fish likely to bite under winter 
conditions. RD Bailey Reservoir 
also holds state-quality spotted 
bass.
  For trout, Glade Creek offers a 
catch-and-release section, and 
Second Creek provides fly-fish-
ing opportunities for those using 
nymphs or streamers. Smaller im-
poundments like Stephens Lake 
(walleye and bass) and Plum Or-
chard (bass and bluegill) also pro-
vide productive outings.
DISTRICT 5 WINTER FISHING 
GUIDE
 Following a series of warm 
days which increase water tem-
peratures slightly, East Lynn and 
Beech Fork lakes are a great place 
to target wintering largemouth 
bass. East Lynn is also a destina-

tion for musky, while Beech Fork 
anglers can find hybrid striped 
bass near the dam.
 Small impoundments such as 
Chief Logan and Laurel lakes 
offer excellent access for an-
glers of all skill levels. Look for 
fish attractors made of recycled 
Christmas trees. Waters such as 
Hurricane and Coonskin are often 
stocked with trout.
  For river fishing, the Ohio and 
Kanawha rivers are prime spots 
for walleye and sauger. Focus 
your efforts on the tailwaters of 
locks and dams and tributary 
mouths. During low flows, an-
glers have been known to catch 
smallmouth bass in deep pools in 
the Big Coal, Little Coal, Guyan-
dotte, Twelvepole Creek, Mud, 
Big Sandy and Tug Fork rivers.
DISTRICT 6 WINTER FISHING 
GUIDE

  During the winter, anglers can 
target rainbow, brown and brook 
trout in stocked waters, such as 
Rollins Lake, Cedar Creek State 
Park Pond and Conaway Run 
Lake. Anglers in District 6 can 
target largemouth bass on warm, 
sunny days at North Bend Lake, 
Rollins, and Woodrum lakes. 
Charles Fork Lake offers a unique 
opportunity for walleye, though 
this is a catch and release wa-
ter. Musky anglers should target 
woody cover in Mountwood and 
North Bend lakes.
  River anglers on the Ohio Riv-
er can find walleye and sauger 
congregating below tailwaters. 
Be aware of the trophy walleye 
regulation on the Ohio (a limit of 
two fish per day over 18 inches). 
Industrial warmwater discharges 
are excellent spots for white and 
hybrid striped bass.

FREE ONLINE
www.wvasportsman.net



Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans
Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Guns • Electronics • Tools • Archery • And More

Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104

    (304) 428 PAWN (7296)6)

515 Division Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101

(304) 428-7298
www.carlspawnshop.com          MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM    SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION
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Tony Crumbliss landed a large-
mouth at Maple Lake in the fall.

Bentley Kalp hooked a Winfield 
Dam blue catfish.

Catching Winter Bass
  Not long after he won the 2014 
Bassmaster Classic on Lake Gun-
tersville, Progressive Bassmaster 
Elite Series pro Randy Howell 
and his wife, Robin, moved their 
family to the shores of the famous 
north Alabama impoundment per-
manently. The lake, consistently 
ranked among the best bass fish-
eries in America, offered Howell 
the opportunity to continually 
hone his skills and expand his 
knowledge of bass behavior on an 
almost daily basis. 
  The “almost daily” part occurred 
each year during the winter months 
when the bass fishing predictably 
became far more difficult. It took 
him a full decade — until a cold, 
brutal day on the water during the 
winter of 2024-2025 — to realize 
what he and many other anglers 

had been completely overlooking. 
  “For years, we all thought bass 
wintered on deep, vertical-type 
cover like bluffs, flooded timber 
and deep brushpiles,” Howell 
says. “They became extremely 
lethargic and usually didn’t bite 
well, so we just fished slow and 

deep. Everybody had the same 
bag of tricks, too.” 
  “For instance, if we ever found 
shallow, green vegetation, even 
moss beds, we could sometimes 
catch one or two on a topwater, 

By Steve Price

continue to the next page



Burnsville DocksBurnsville DocksBurnsville Docks

Snacks/Beverages
Prepared Food

www.burnsvilledock.com

Lots Of Jigs
ACC Rods

Zoom & More
 Rods & Reels

Yamamoto & More

304-853-2822
LIVE BAIT

Gasoline • Marine Supplies
Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

PONTOONPONTOON
RENTALSRENTALS

LARGE
TACKLE

SELECTIONClosed
NOW

Reopen
April 11

613 E Main St.
HARRISVILLE, WV

304-643-2940

LIVE BAIT
MINNOWS • NIGHTCRAWLER • MEAL WORM

NEW & USED GUNS
Buy - Sell - Trade - Pawn

Archery Equipment
Tools - Chainsaws

Open: Mon Tue Thu Fri 8-4
Wed & Sat 8 to Noon

FISHING
TACKLE

A
M
M
O
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In 1968, the first Ranger boat hit the water.  Back then, the pedestal 
seats featured an arm rest.  This Z 521R sits on a Z Comanche lineup.
Several fish finders are featured along with a 31 gallon livewell.  With 
a 300HP Mercury motor, this boat will move on the water.  This clas-
sic Ranger is at the Great Outdoors in Lavalette, WV.  They now sell 
Ranger and Triton boats.  Stop by to view this “one of one” boat.

but grass doesn’t really come into 
play in the winter. If you got real-
ly lucky, you might even catch a 
big fish by crawling a spinnerbait 
along the bottom, but it was nev-
er a sure thing, even on a big-fish 
lake like Guntersville. 
  “Overall, however, we caught 
just enough bass in those types 
of places to continue fishing that 
way. During the winter months, 
you basically prepared yourself 
mentally for a long, slow day.” 
  In those not-so-long-ago days, 
Howell used water clarity and, to 
a lesser extent, water temperature 
to determine where he was going 
to fish. If the water temperature 
had dropped below 50 degrees, 
he concentrated on rock bluffs, 
transition banks and certainly 
deeper boat docks — if they were 
present. The clearer the water, the 
deeper he would fish. 
  That much is still true today. 
Water clarity nearly always deter-
mines how deep you should fish. 
To some, it’s probably more im-
portant than water temperature. 
  “Then, the scenario began to 
change, slowly and very quietly,” 
recalls Howell. “Winter fisher-
men on Guntersville began bring-
ing in five-bass limits weighing 
30 pounds or more. Not only that, 
but multiple fishermen would do 
it during local winter tournaments 

continue to the next page



THE BOW SHOP
HOYT • MATHEWS • DIAMOND • BOWTECH • MISSION • PSE

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

304-622-8440

Open 10AM to 8PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV
Harold Cogar, Owner

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

LEAGUE
SHOOTING

50 YARD50 YARD
INDOOR RANGE
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Bass Sportsman
Team Bass Tournament

September 
12 & 13

$125 Entry - Covers Both Days  

$10 Daily Big Bass = $145 Total
Big Bass Pays 2 Places Daily*

No Late Fee Entering At Ramp

Stonewall 
Classic

VANDALIA RAMP

7AM - 4PM
Both Days

• 6 FISH LIMIT
ALL 6 CAN BE OVER 18”

• Complete Rules Given
At Event

Mail In $20 By 9/8 To 
Hold Boat Number

Pay The CASH 
Balance At The Ramp

Mail to:  Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105

Name______________________

Partner_____________________

One Phone #________________

Stonewall Classic ______

Lewis County Visitors Bureau
Lodging Info 304-269-7328

Wright’s Riverside Marine
304-684-2850 St. Marys, WV

$1,000
Guaranteed

1st Place

  I 79 Exit 96 - 6 Miles Out

Mail
$20

ENTER NOW
• Hold Your Boat Number

Clip Out And Mail In - $20TOURNAMENT INFO - 304-482-7217

36 Boat
Limit

16th
Annual

Amanda Ellyson hunted in Gilm-
er County for a great gun buck.

on the lake. Everybody knew 
Guntersville was good, but many 
of us had never seen anything like 
it in all the years we’d fished the 
69,000-acre impoundment. 
  “At first, my son, Laker, who’s 
24 now and a guide on Gunters-
ville [and the winner of both a 
Bassmaster Open and a Nitro 
Bassmaster Elite Qualifier pre-
sented by Bass Pro Shops this 
past season], wasn’t sure what 
was happening, either,” continues 
Howell. “We’d go out together 
and see all the other boats, but no 
one was fishing around vegetation 

or even specific breaklines like 
we used to. 
  “They’d be offshore fishing chan-
nel swings in the deeper water. 
So, of course, we went out, too, 
just to look around, and we were 
absolutely amazed at how many 
bass were out there. It seemed 
like they were easier to catch, too. 
They were out there just cruising 
around, following the baitfish.” 
   The absolute key, Howell re-
alized, was the presence of the 
baitfish. They are almost always 
part of the key anywhere, but 

continue to page 16
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Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of

St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department

2026 Boats In Stock
Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes

Pontoon • Bass Boats
Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

• Food & Beverages
• Convenience Items
Everything you need for

a day on the water!
372-9697

Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 
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Bill Legg bagged a fine 11 point 
buck. His dog liked it too.

FREE ONLINE    WWW.wvasportsman.net     Back Issues Back To 2006

• Fiberglass
• Aluminum
• Pontoon

during the winter, shad form huge 
schools and drift in seemingly 
open water, attracting active bass. 
  What Howell saw were balls of 
shad suspended high in the water 
column. One of his first experi-
ences with them was in water 50-
plus feet deep, but the shad were 
only 5 to 15 feet deep, and the 
bass were 10 feet down. Every-

thing was clearly visible on ordi-
nary sonar, too. 
  “It’s a completely different world 
out there than we ever imagined,” 
Howell says, “and I know now 
that it continues for months. A lot 
of fishermen have fished around 
schools of baitfish over the years, 
most often on shallow creek flats 
during the autumn. If it was in 

deeper water, we dropped spoons 
down through the schools to catch 
a few bass. 

Andrew Tilley put the sights on 
this quality buck.
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www.7riversmarine.com

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

YAMAHA 
SUZUKI

OUTBOARD
Authorized

Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

Jase Thomas - 8 - hunted in Mon-
roe County for a gun buck.

NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

303-273-5961

BUY • SELL • TRADE • LOAN

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The 
West Virginia Division of Natu-
ral Resources (WVDNR) today 
announced that hunters harvested 
2,469 black bears during the com-
bined 2025 archery and firearms 
seasons.
The preliminary harvest for the 
combined 2025 seasons mirrors 
that of the 2024 seasons, coming 
in 10 bears short of last year’s to-
tal of 2,479 harvests. As predict-
ed in the 2025 Mast Survey and 
Hunting Outlook, hunters harvest 
fewer bears during the archery 
and crossbow season and more 
bears during the firearms season.
  During the first segment of the 
2025 archery and crossbow sea-
sons (Sept. 27 to Nov. 23), hunt-
ers harvested 543 bears. Of these 
harvests, 252 were taken with 
vertical bows, and 291 were tak-
en with crossbows. The top five 
counties for archery/crossbow 
harvests were Fayette (47), Ra-
leigh (35), Greenbrier (29), Lo-
gan (28) and Boone (27).
  During the firearms season, hunt-
ers harvested 1,925 bears, a 22 
percent increase over last year’s harvest of 1,580 bears. This in-

cluded 506 bears taken during the 
September and October seasons, 
152 bears during the September 
youth, Class Q, XS season, five 
bears during the October youth, 
Class Q, XS season, 33 bears 

during the concurrent antlerless 
deer/bear season and 316 during 
the three early firearms seasons.
  Additionally, hunters harvested 
290 bears during the concurrent 
buck-gun bear season and 1,129 

Black Bear Harvest

continue to page 20



Ohio River Outdoors LLC
On Facebook

HUGEHUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle Selection Of Fishing Tackle

SMUTTY DOG • LEOPARDIS  CRANE 
• TYRANT  • LLUNGEN • BITE BACK

JONES • BOGGS • MYERS
COBB’S • RED OCTOBER 

HOTTAIL & MORE

           WV’s Largest Tackle Store

LIVE BAITLIVE BAIT
Minnows • Worms • Mealworms

Rapala • Molix • X Zone • Keitech • Strike King • Berkely • Storm
13 Fishing • KW • Yamamoto • Yum • Rebel • Bandit • 6th Sense

Bomber • Megabass • Jackall • Havoc • Net Bait • Z Man • Gamakatsu
VMC • Savage Gear • Bio Bait • Live Target • Crunchcity • Roboworm
Goggan • Lunkerhunt • Sufix • Lucky Strike • Reaction • KVD • Rage
Zoom • FYAO • Missle • Venom • Gulp • Seagar • P Line • & MORE!

  Trout Reels • Rods • Tackle
Gun Accessories • Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Just Outside Of Parkersburg

13520 Emerson Ave.
Williamstown, WV 26187   

On RT. 2 
3.3 Miles From I77 Emerson Ave Exit 304-916-1800

RODS:  MOLIX • LEW’S 
CASHION • BERKLEY

FENWICK • ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO • G LOOMIS • HALO

MADKATZ - ST. CROIX
PENN • DAIWA • OUTLAW

OVER OVER 
4,0004,000
RODSRODS

PLASTICSPLASTICS

TROUTTROUT

220 Feet Of220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURESMUSKY LURES

LINELINE

COOLERSCOOLERS

CRANKBAITSCRANKBAITS

REELSREELS

OPEN - 7 Days A Week

Feb/March 2026 ~ Page 19

FFS
LARGE SELECTON
FORWARD FACING

SONAR BAITS

DEER CORNDEER CORN



• A/C
• TV - DVD
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINSLAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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bears during the traditional De-
cember season. One bear was 
harvested with a muzzleloader 
during the Mountaineer Heritage 
Season. The top five counties for 
firearms harvests were Boone 
(169), Kanawha (136), Randolph 
(124), Webster (122), and Poca-
hontas (102).
  For more information about 
hunting opportunities in West 
Virginia, hunters should consult 
the West Virginia Hunting and 
Trapping Regulations Summary, 
available to download at WVdnr.
gov/hunting-regulations. Hunting 
licenses may be purchased online 
at WVhunt.com.

Lindell Marker fished at Wood-
rum Lake for this black crappie.

Fun Fishing Facts
 From the sparkling streams of 
mountain valleys to the vast ex-
panse of the ocean, fishing has 
long captured human interest. 
Whether you’re a professional 
angler or an amateur fisherman, 
the thrill of the catch never fades. 
In this article, we’ll delve into 18 
facts about fishing that will un-
doubtedly hook your interest. So, 
grab your fishing gear, and let’s 
jump right in!
  Fishing is one of the oldest hu-
man practices dating back near-
ly 40,000 years. Archaeological 
evidence like fish hooks made of 
bone and cave paintings depict 
early humans fishing, underlining 
the fact that this pastime has been 
central to our survival and cultural 
evolution.
Fishing’s Economic Impact

 Fishing isn’t just a hobby—it’s a 
significant economic force. Glob-
ally, it’s estimated that the fishing 
industry, including commercial, 
recreational, and subsistence fish-
ing, contributes over $240 billion 
to the world economy each year, 
providing livelihoods for hun-

Dylan Young caught a big rain-
bow trout at Shavers Fork.

continue to page 22

New & Used Guns
Fishing Tackle

OUTDOOR
304

1095 Crim Ave.

Belington, WV
304-704-9371

Deer Corn

PAWN



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Areas Largest Selection of 
New & Used 

UTVs, ATVs and Motorcycles! 
Now with two locations to serve you better! 

 

 

 

 
137 Nelson Road 

Thomas, WV 
681-228-9077 

 

 
108 Chemistry Drive 

Elkins, WV 
304-636-7732 

www.elkinsmotorsports.net 
 

www.elkinsmotorsports.net
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“STAY WARM while plowing in a machine with CAB & HEAT”

SALES • SERVICE
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Looking For A Career?

About Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers Local 23
Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers Local 23 was chartered on April 

1, 2023. Since the founding, the BAC local chapters have trained 
and represented the most highly skilled trowel trades craftworkers 
across Kentucky, West Virginia, Ohio and Maryland. Our members 
are highly skilled, experienced bricklayers, stone and marble ma-

sons, tilesetters, terrazzo and mosaic workers, and pointers/ cleaners/ 
caulkers. With over a century of protecting the rights of our workers, 

the BAC is the oldest continuous union in North America.

As a Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers apprentice, you’ll learn 
from the best of the best. During the program, apprentices spend two 

nights a week in class and eight hours a day in the field doing the 
following:

Bricklaying
Stone and marble masonry

Tile-setting
Terrazzo and Mosaic

Pointing, cleaning, and caulking
 Earn While You Learn

Apprenticeships with Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers 
Local 23 are TUITION FREE!

440-986-3000
800-442-0479
440-986-3003

frontdesk@bac23.org
Amherst, OH  44001

8:00am – 4:30pm
Monday – Friday

www.23bricks.org

dreds of millions of people.
A World of Fish Species
  There are approximately 34,000 
species of fish in the world, more 
than all birds, mammals, reptiles, 
and amphibians combined! From 
the smallest Paedocypris to the 
largest whale shark, the diversity 
in the piscine world is truly aston-
ishing.
Fish Feel Pain
  Contrary to common belief, sci-
entific research shows that fish can 
feel pain. Their nervous systems 
are complex, similar to birds and 
mammals, and they respond to 
harmful stimuli. This understand-
ing has led to the development of 
more humane fishing practices.
  Recreational Fishing Popularity
Recreational fishing, also known 
as sport fishing, is a popular hobby 
worldwide. In the U.S. alone, more 
than 49 million people engage in 
recreational fishing annually.
Fishing Techniques: Rod and Line 
to Nets
  Fishing techniques have evolved 
over time. From traditional rod and 
line methods to using nets and fish 
traps, the manner of fishing varies 
across cultures and regions based 
on local aquatic ecosystems and 

Travis Beasley hunted in Roane 
County for a quality buck.

continue to page 24
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Where Legends 
are Made

Boyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best 

musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut 

stone masonry building in North America. Home to 

West Virginia’s largest yard sale. 18 championship 

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest 

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your 

next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT 

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM

S T O N E W A L L  L A K E  &  R E S O R T

W V U  J A C K S O N ’ S  M I L L

S T O N E C O A L  L A K E

T R A N S - A L L E G H E N Y  L U N A T I C  A S Y L U M

Lewis County CVB on Facebook     or    www.stonewallcountry.com    304-269-7328

STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT
WVU JACKSON’S MILL
STONECOAL LAKE
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT
          STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
               304-269-7328
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DEER PROCESSINGDEER PROCESSING
6522 Tyler Highway

SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175
304-758-2150

GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING
HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING

TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

* Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms
* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED
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  FISHING TACKLE
On facebook.com/mountainsidewv

www.mountainsidewv.com

and cultural practices.
Fly Fishing Artistry
  Fly fishing, a popular form of 
angling, uses an artificial “fly” as 
bait and involves casting a nearly 
weightless lure, which can be a 
beautiful and artistic practice. The 
earliest known references to fly 
fishing date back to the 2nd centu-
ry, highlighting its long-standing 
history.
The Benefits of Fishing
  Fishing isn’t just fun—it offers 
numerous health benefits. It pro-
motes physical health through 
outdoor activity, improves mental 
well-being by reducing stress, and 
encourages social bonding when 
fishing with others.
Sport Fishing Tournaments
  Fishing isn’t just a relaxing pas-
time—it can also be a competitive 
sport. Sport fishing tournaments 
attract anglers worldwide, who 
compete for prizes and bragging 
rights. Some of these events, like 
the White Marlin Open, offer mil-
lions in prize money.
World’s Most Expensive Fish
  The most expensive fish ever 
sold was a Pacific bluefin tuna in 
Japan. This prized catch fetched a 

continue to page 26

Jeff Kidwell used a bow in Mc-
Dowell County for a great buck.
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Stop By Soon While These Sale Units Are Available - Many Other RV’s Are On Sale Too!
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WARNING: CFMOTO recreational vehicles are intended for off-road use only, and can be hazardous to operate. Read Owner’s Manual and all product labels before operating. 
Never operate on paved roads. Operators and passengers must wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Operators must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s 
license. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. Always use seat belts, cab netting and doors (if equipped). Never operate under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Avoid excessive speed and sharp turns, and never engage in stunt driving. Check state and local laws before operating on trails. Take a safety training course before operating. 
Contact your CFMOTO dealer for more information, call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887, or go to www.atvsafety.org. ©2025 Zhejiang CFMOTO Power Co., Ltd.

experience more together

You’re preparing for a big hunt in big country. Better hunt down a big value 
first. The all-new U10 Pro utility side-by-side delivers big capacity with a 
powerful 963cc V-twin, 1,000-lb. dumping cargo box, and a 3-person bench 
seat. Throw in standard features like electronic power steering, a 4,500 lb. 
winch, aluminum rims, roof, and a large CFMOTO RideSync™ TFT display. 
Now that’s what you call a big value. 
And if you want to add accessories, stop 
by our store and find out how. 

U10 PRO

*Plus freight and setup.

$16,999*
MSRP

$17,449*
CAMO MODEL MSRP

U10 PRO

*Plus freight and setup.

$16,999*
MSRP

$17,449*
CAMO MODEL MSRP

R  STROPSREWOP & RETNECREPUS VR S'YO
3  ekiP ylreveB 734
E snikl , WV 2  1426

1  moc.vrsyor.www 7967-744-008-

www.roysrv.com
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WARNING: CFMOTO recreational vehicles are intended for off-road use only, and can be hazardous to operate. Read Owner’s Manual and all product labels before operating. 
Never operate on paved roads. Operators and passengers must wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Operators must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s 
license. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. Always use seat belts, cab netting and doors (if equipped). Never operate under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Avoid excessive speed and sharp turns, and never engage in stunt driving. Check state and local laws before operating on trails. Take a safety training course before operating. 
Contact your CFMOTO dealer for more information, call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887, or go to www.atvsafety.org. ©2025 Zhejiang CFMOTO Power Co., Ltd.

experience more together

You’re preparing for a big hunt in big country. Better hunt down a big value 
first. The all-new U10 Pro utility side-by-side delivers big capacity with a 
powerful 963cc V-twin, 1,000-lb. dumping cargo box, and a 3-person bench 
seat. Throw in standard features like electronic power steering, a 4,500 lb. 
winch, aluminum rims, roof, and a large CFMOTO RideSync™ TFT display. 
Now that’s what you call a big value. 
And if you want to add accessories, stop 
by our store and find out how. 

U10 PRO

*Plus freight and setup.

$16,999*
MSRP

$17,449*
CAMO MODEL MSRP

U10 PRO

*Plus freight and setup.

$16,999*
MSRP

$17,449*
CAMO MODEL MSRP
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E snikl , WV 2  1426

1  moc.vrsyor.www 7967-744-008-

www.roysrv.com
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$25,817  $28,983 $28,224  $15,990 $54,308  $32,500 $53,624  $38,960 $48,565  $25,850

$49,772  $27,900$25,400  $15,990 $143,299  $94,960 $151,546  $94,960 $12,750  $8,950



RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco
     Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More

Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc

Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAITLIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 6PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

GUNS
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SPORTING GOODS • PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS • FISHING • AMMO

MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK
69 N. MAIN ST.

PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN 

Jeff Schiefekbien hooked a 25” 
rainbow.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Spoting Goods in Elkins.

staggering $3.1 million in 2019, 
demonstrating the high value 
some species hold in certain cul-
tures.
   Aquaculture: Farming in Water
As a response to overfishing and 
to meet the growing demand for 
fish, aquaculture, or fish farming, 
has emerged as a significant part 
of the industry. It involves breed-
ing, rearing, and harvesting fish, 
shellfish, and aquatic plants in all 
types of water environments.
Fishing Superstitions
  Fishing is rife with superstitions. 
Some anglers believe in good luck 
charms, others think it’s bad luck 
to change rods during a successful 
day of fishing. These beliefs add 
a touch of mystery and fun to the 
fishing experience.
Record-Breaking Catches
  The world record for the largest 
fish ever caught on a rod and reel 
belongs to a 2,664-pound Great 
White Shark. It was captured off 
the coast of Australia in 1959 and 
still holds the record over six de-
cades later.
The Risks of Fishing
  Despite its serene appearance, 
fishing can sometimes be danger-
ous. Anglers must watch out for 
hazards like poor weather con-

ditions, water currents, and even 
certain fish species. Always re-
member, safety first!
Women in Fishing
  While traditionally seen as a 
male-dominated activity, wom-
en have been making waves in 
the fishing world. The number of 
female anglers has been steadily 
rising, shattering stereotypes and 
contributing to diversity in the 
sport.

Overfishing: A Global Problem
  Overfishing poses a significant 
threat to oceanic ecosystems. It 
depletes fish populations, dis-
rupts food chains, and threatens 
biodiversity. Efforts are ongoing 

Advertise In The
W. Va Sportsman
Details On Page 3

continue to the next page



WE BUY LAND
AND

MINERAL RIGHTS

Locally Owned 304.623.LAND TenmileLand.com
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235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379

email: info@hillbillyhaven.comemail: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.comwebsite: www.hillbillyhaven.com

First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91

one mile south on US 19 towards lake
Call or visit our website for rates, additional
information, and policies.  A 50% deposit is
required for resrvations.  Major credit cards

are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS
Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just

two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort
• All log cabins are exceptionally clean
  and beautifully decorated to be your
  home away from home.
• Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
  safe environment
• Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.
• Four person cabins have full bed 
  downstairs and two twin beds in loft.
• Six person cabins have king or queen beds
  and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
  dishwasher, and washer and dryer.
• Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
  Two baths and an eight person hot tub.
• Accessible cabin available.

• Satellite TV and DVD player
• Gas log fireplace and air conditioning
• Full bath with shower
• Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
  playground and horseshoe pits
• Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
  souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts
• Open 365 days a year
• Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
  Palmer Golf course.  2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
  Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
  hunting just two minutes away.
• Join the fun this year.

globally to combat overfishing 
and promote sustainable fishing 
practices.
The Technology of Fishing
  Technology has made significant 
inroads in fishing. Today, gadgets 
like fish finders, GPS devices, and 
even drone technology are being 
utilized to locate fish, making the 
sport more accessible and excit-
ing than ever.

The Future of Fishing
 Looking ahead, the future of 
fishing is set to become more sus-
tainable and technology-driven. 
Advancements in fishing gear, re-
al-time data collection, and regu-
lations for protecting marine bio-
diversity will continue to shape 
the sport and industry in the years 
to come.
Final Word

 These 18 fishing facts present a 
compelling view of a world deep-
ly entwined with human history, 
culture, and survival. Fishing is 
far more than just a leisure activ-
ity—it’s a window into our rela-
tionship with the natural world, 
reflecting our respect and under-
standing of life beneath the wa-
ter’s surface. Let’s remember to 
celebrate this rich heritage.



Feb/March 2026 ~ Page 28

Chris McIntyre landed a 5 pound 
golden trout.  Photo courtesy of Mid-
dle Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Hunting in Wood County, Tyler 
Scott got a 10 point bow buck.

free online - www.wvasportsman.net
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Remington • Winchester • Weatherby • Browning • Rossi 

Kimber • Liberty & Surelock Safes • Traditions • CVA
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Park Center
RAINELLE, WVRAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

CROSSBOWS BY:  RAVIN 
• BARNETTE • BEAR • KILLER     

INSTINCT • TEN POINT
COMPOUND BOWS BY: MATHEWS 

• HOYT • BEAR

GUNS & AMMO

LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT

SAFES • KNIVES

It’s FISHING Seaon
Stop By For Tackle

Over 2,500 Guns
In Stock

Thermal
Scopes:

N-Vision  AGM
Pulsar  iRay

Class 3 Dealer
Silencers

www.parkcentersporting.com
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  Are you ready to catch more 
Trout? Then get ready for some 
insider Trout fishing tips. I’ve 
been guiding and chasing Trout 
across the globe for decades and 
have boiled down the complex 
world of these fish into a handful 
of simple rules. With a basic un-
derstanding of the environment, 
food, and conditions, anglers can 
adjust techniques, learn to read 
water, and find more Trout in 
their nets throughout the year. 
  Some of what I’m about to 
tell you may seem like common 
sense. But you’d be surprised 

Catching Trout Methods
how many anglers forget about 
the basics! There are also some 
more elusive tips that I’ll give, 
learned from my years of Trout 
fishing experience. Are you ready 
to fish like a pro? Read on to 
discover my top 10 expert Trout 
fishing tips!

1. Temperature is Everything
If there’s one variable that influ-
ences Trout more than any other, 
it’s temperature. Under ideal cir-
cumstances, the water tempera-
ture will range between 55–65 
Fahrenheit (12–18ºC). In places 



     304-466-1444

LIVE BAITLIVE BAIT
Crappie Minnows - Shiners - Goldfish 

Suckers - Leeches  
FROZEN  Skip Jacks & Shad  

WORMS  Nightcrawlers - Green Worms
Wax Worms - Meal Worms - Red Worms

Tackle By: Worden • Super Duper • Strike King • Berkley • Mepps • Owner 
Gamakatsu • Tru-Turn • Gitzit • Trout Magnet • Berkley Power Bait • Yum

Yamamoto • Crush City • Sinkers • Rebel • Heddon • Spro • Rapala • Boo Yah 
Zoom • Keitech • Crappie Magnet • Rooster Tail • Z Man & More

    Musky Tackle • Outdoor Clothing • Trapping - Black Powder
        Deer Corn & Attractants • Hunting Products • Ammo

1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive
Crab Orchard, WVCrab Orchard, WV Hoo Doo Kayaks

Archery Pro Shop
 Inside Bow Testing Range 
PSE  Bear  Xpedition

Killer Instinct    Barnett

Reels: Pflueger • Penn
Mad Katz • Zebco • Lew’s

Shimano • Abu Garcia • Okuma  
Rods: Fenwick • Mad Katz 
Ugly Stik • Duckett • Denali
Hellcat • Precision Crappie

OPEN HOURS
Mon-Thur 10 to 6
Fri & Sat 10 to 7
Sun 12:30 to 5
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Hunting in Cabell County, Justin 
Caldwell bagged an archery buck.

where temperatures are consis-
tently colder, Trout will acclimate 
to lower ranges. If the tempera-
tures exceed the comfort zone, 
fishing can become dangerous as 
mortality rates are higher.
 When the water is especially 
cold, Trout will seek slower-mov-
ing water to conserve energy. As 
it warms into an ideal range, they 
will move into faster water where 
oxygen is plentiful and insects are 
available for food.
2. Look for Oxygen
  Speaking of oxygen, Trout are 
especially sensitive and require 
high levels of dissolved oxygen 
in the water. Look to riffles and 
moving water where oxygen lev-
els increase to find Trout. Springs 
can also create turbulence that in-
jects oxygen into the ecosystem. 
Not only that, but oxygen is also 

a driver for insects that Trout eat. 
Stoneflies are prolific in rivers and 
streams with gradients and plenty 
of cold, oxygenated waters.
3. Match the Hatch
A close-up shows someone hold-
ing a Brook Trout with its mouth 
wide open, clearly displaying 
sharp teeth and shimmering 
scales.
  Trout are selective eaters when 
a hatch is present. Have you ever 
encountered a situation where 
Trout are visibly eating on the 
surface but will not respond to 
your lure or fly? I certainly have 
and it’s very frustrating. Take a 
closer look at the insects hatch-
ing and do your best to imitate 
them for success. On the flip side, 
you can try some different baits 
between hatches. My top tip for 
Trout fishing at these times is to 

use crayfish, sculpins, and other 
forage.
4. Move and Search 
 When the fishing is slow, go 
on the hunt to find more Trout. 
Working a single run or shoreline 
is productive at times, but Trout 
can concentrate in specific areas 
without notice. If you don’t see 



Smarr’s Outdoor Services
2108 Gauley Turnpike Rd.

Flatwoods, WV
304-678-5129

AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

Archery & Hunting Supplies

RV Camping 
 Boat Storage

Your local one stop outdoors shop. 
We are an FFL Dealer and a full 

service archery shop. We sell live 
bait and fishing supplies. We also 

offer winterization and outside 
storage for boats and RVs. With 

11 full Hook up camp sites. Closed 
Sat, Sun, Mon!

LIVE  LIVE  
BAITBAIT

Open: Tue to Fri 
Noon to 6pm

NOW SellingNOW Selling

GUNSGUNS
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Trace Butcher used a compound 
bow for a whitetail buck.

Great Outdoors Marine
I-64 Exit 8 - 4 Miles South

LAVALETTE,WV
(304) 525-4556

www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com

NEWNEW Ranger &
Triton Dealer

Bennington
Sun Tracker

Pontoon Boats

them and aren’t catching them, 
start covering more water until 
you narrow down the search. 
  Once you do find a Trout, wheth-
er through a missed strike or via 
a landed fish, pay close attention 
to the depth, presentation, and 
general place the Trout was hold-
ing. Use that as a template to find 
more Trout in look-alike waters.  
5. Stay Put
Two people, wearing hats and 
waders, are enjoying a sunny day 
of California Trout fly fishing in 
a river surrounded by trees and 
mountains.
  Searching for fish is my favorite 
approach but there are times when 
it makes sense to stay in one place. 
If you’re fully confident that a run 
or lakeshore is holding Trout, it 
makes sense to stay put and solve 
the puzzle. How deep are they? 

What are they eating? 
  Adjust your tactics and continue 
working that place until a fish eats 
your presentation. This is espe-
cially true in very cold conditions, 
as the Trout move more slowly 

continue to page 32
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Exit 7 Off I-68  119N  659 Point Marion Road, MORGANTOWN, WV  

72 ICE CREAM FLAVORS

MOUNTAINEER GUN SALESMOUNTAINEER GUN SALES
LARGEST FISHING

TACKLE SHOP IN THE TRI-STATE AREA

NO GUNS NOW - MORE FISHING EQUIPMENT

HUGE Selection Of Fishing
Tackle For BASS - CATFISH
MUSKY - TROUT and MORE!

Gifts - Hunting Gear
72 Flavors Of Ice Cream

Selection Of Gifts

Musky - 60’ Wall
Hunting Gear

Savage • Prorex • Bessie
Wardens • N.J.B • Zman

Medussa • Llungen & More

Minnows • Suckers • Worms •  Maggots
Flatheads • Frozen Shad & More

Large Variety • Soft Plastics
Zoom • Crush City • Yum • Mad Katz

Missile • Cabin Creek • Keitech
Berkley • Googan • 6th Sense

Trout Lures
Acme • Power Bait

Super Duper & More
Jigs • Fishing Line • Rods

Sufix • Berkley • Stren & More

FFS

Reels - Zebco • Daiwa • Mad Katz
Lews • Pfleuger • Quantum & More
Rods - 13 Fishing • Shakespeare 
Zebco • Daiwa • Megabass & More

Lures - Megabass • Rapala • KVD 
Storm • Booyah • Bandit
Strike King • Yamamoto 
River Rock • Zoom & More

Forward
Facing Sonar

(304) 284-9811
Open Year Round

Mountaineer
Gun Sales LLC

LIVELIVE
BAITBAIT



FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745
Over 57 Years

Experience

BIRDS • FISH • ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS   GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV
ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

Convenience Store • Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies • Souveniers

Game Checking Station • Hardware

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV
304-472-4279

Lazy Acres Mart

LIVE BAIT

Buckhannon, WV

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING  FISHING
CAMPING

Camo Clothing • Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment

Fishing Lures

Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart

121 Birch River Road

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm  Sun 1pm to 6pm

Danner
Lacrosse
Vortex
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Randi Carmichael hunted in Ma-
son County for her 13 point buck.  

Advertise In The
W. Va Sportsman

• Details On Page 3
• Reach Potential Customers

John Conrad brought in a white-
tail buck with a fine rack  

continue to the next page

and often have a narrow feeding 
window. Working in one place is 
a good idea in this situation.
6. Adjust Your Retrieve
  Speed is an important factor for 
Trout fishing, and my next tip is 
all about timing. When eating 
nymphs below the surface, us-
ing a dead-drift fly presentation 
is ideal. A suspended jig is also 
great for static feeding behavior. 
At times, however, the fish are 
willing to chase and make ag-
gressive strikes. Speed up your 
streamer retrieves or acceler-
ate lure speeds to test reactions. 
Sometimes, faster is better. Other 
times, slower is the ticket. I really 
love adding pauses, as well. Paus-
ing throughout a retrieve imitates 
wounded behavior and triggers 
more strikes.
7. Fish at First and Last Light
  It’s no secret in most fishing and 

hunting circles that most action 
occurs at first and last light. When 
it comes to Trout fishing, the same 
rules apply. Low light conditions 
are optimal, and some of the larg-
est fish caught come from anglers 
focusing on these time periods. 
Any chance you have to fish until 
dark or to catch a sunrise, take ad-
vantage of the opportunity.
 It’s worth noting that Trout are 
caught at all times of day so don’t 
avoid fishing the mid-day hours. 
In cold weather, early afternoon 
is productive as water tempera-
tures reach the highest point for 
the day. This triggers activity and 
can offer the best fishing in colder 
months. I still tackle those low-
light conditions whenever possi-
ble, however.
8. Pre- and Post-Spawn Activity 
Offer More Opportunities
  I am adamant about avoiding 
spawning fish entirely. When 
Trout are spawning, they’re creat-
ing the next generation of fish to 
catch. Leave them alone and do 
everything humanly possible to 
avoid damaging spawning beds 
as well. For me, that means no 
anchor drops in riffles and careful 
wading.
  But before and after the spawn 
is a different story. Big fish that 

are secretive and difficult to catch 
are more vulnerable as they pack 
on calories and move from safe-
ty. Fishing streamers and mov-
ing constantly to intercept these 
rare specimens has been a proven 
strategy for me. 



R&R SHOW GUIDELINES
​* YOU MAY BRING IN FIREARMS TO TRADE OR SELL BUT THEY MUST BE  

UNLOADED AND WILL BE CHECKED AT THE FRONT GATE
​*  NO TRADING IN THE FRONT LOBBY AREA OR OUTSIDE OF THE BUILDING.

  * CONCEALED CARRY MUST BE UNLOADED AND IT MUST REMAIN HOLSTERED. 
​*  DO NOT BRING IN MORE THAN YOU CAN CARRY AT ONE TIME.  

 *  CHILDREN ARE WELCOME BUT THEY MUST BE WITH AN ADULT AT ALL TIMES.  
  *  NO ONE UNDER THE AGE OF 18 IS PERMITTED TO HANDLE  FIREARMS.

GUN SHOWSGUN SHOWSGUN SHOWSGUN SHOWS

We are always looking for new vendors for our various locations.
If you are interested, Please contact us at wvgunshows@gmail.com or fill 
out the Vendor Registration Form on our Website and send us a message.

R & R
SHOWS

Admission: $6  Weekend Pass $10
www.RANDRGUNSHOWS.COM

304-575-6895    304-575-6864

MORE DATES/
LOCATIONS TO COME

View On Facebook
R&R WV Gunshows
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Eugene Spurlock used a com-
pound bow in Logan Co.

continue to the next page

FEB.  14 - 15, 2026  
PARKERSBURG,WV  NA-
TIONAL GUARD ARMORY - 
BLIZZARD DR.

FEB.  28 - MARCH 1, 2026  
SUMMERSVILLE, WV
   NAT'L GUARD ARMORY - 
VISITORS & CONVENTION 
CENTER

MARCH  7 - 8, 2026 
 CLARKSBURG, WV
   NAT'L GUARD ARMORY 

MARCH  28 - 29, 2026  
HURRICANE, WV - PUTNAM 
CO. PARKS & RECS CONFER-
ENCE CDNTER

APRIL  11 - 12, 2026   
ELKINS, WV - PHIL GAINER 
COMMUNITY CENTER - OLD 
NAT'L GUARD ARMORY

  Spawning occurs during spring 
or fall with different Trout spe-
cies. The exact timing varies by 
region and environment but you 
can generally bank on peak activ-
ity in April and May, or Septem-
ber and October in most places. I 
fish hard for a few weeks preced-
ing the spawn and move off those 
waters at the first sign of staging 
or spawning fish. After the spawn 
ends, I resume and really focus 
on larger streamers that present a 
calorie-heavy meal.  
9. Learn to Read Water
 The biggest hangup for new 
Trout anglers involves the diffi-
culty of reading water. It’s tricky 
to determine where Trout hold in 
rivers and lakes. Larger bodies of 
water are especially difficult due 
to the large surface area of pos-
sibilities.
  One of the best ways to read wa-
ter is by fishing small streams and 
ponds. Trout will hold in pockets, 
seams, riffles, and tail-outs, but 
they are far easier to identify in a 
small body of water. After learn-
ing the nuances of Trout behavior 
in these places, you can narrow 
down the most likely holding 
places in bigger waters.



LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC
SALES • FINANCE • PARTS • SERVICE

    320 West Main Street
     Bridgeport, WV
     (304) 842-5469

www.leesonsmotors.com

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV’s

CRISS SALES & SERVICE Husqvarna
Shindaiwa 

& More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

(304) 
472-1474

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

CUSTOM ARROWS

  Gold Tip Carbon Crossbow Bolts
 

One Block Off Main Street

34 Rebecca Street
SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up
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Levi Tinsley used a bow in Kan-
waha County for a buck.

Kylo Benton, from Summersville, 
was a youth DNR contest winner.

continue to page 36

  Reading water takes time to 
learn and I encourage anglers 
to experiment and fish different 
types of water. Don’t just focus 
on the deep and obvious-look-
ing runs. Hit the fast water, work 
small pockets, look for riffles and 
spend your time working to bet-
ter understand the fish, their food 
sources, and the types of waters 
they prefer.
10. Trout are Lazy
  My final Trout fishing tip may 
seem counterintuitive. But it 
will help you to better under-
stand Trout. Although you may 
see them darting across currents 
quickly or swimming along a lake 
shore, Trout are generally lazy. 
This means they want to conserve 
energy while also consuming as 
many calories as possible. 
  When you do see Trout on the 
move, it equates to food availabil-
ity. They’ll work harder when the 
reward comes in the form of net 
caloric gain. In many situations, 
Trout will work to conserve ener-
gy while also gaining calories. An 
eddy in a river is the perfect ex-

ample. They can sit on slow cur-
rents that require little effort while 
eating insects that are trapped and 
circle in the water. It’s a literal 
buffet on a conveyor belt when 
insects are plentiful!
  If you can identify places where 
a fish can both conserve energy 
and gain calories, you just might 
hit the jackpot of Trout waters. 
Places like this will produce fish 
for many years after you learn to 
find them, read the situation, and 
make a quality presentation.

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The 
West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources (WVDNR) announced 
today the winners of the state’s 
fifth annual Big Buck Photo Con-
test during the opening ceremony 
of the West Virginia Hunting and 
Fishing Show at the Charleston 
Coliseum and Convention Center.
 “This year’s Big Buck Photo 
Contest showcased impressive 
deer and the stories and traditions 
that make hunting in West Vir-
ginia special,” said WVDNR Di-
rector Brett McMillion. “By par-
ticipating in hunting seasons and 

DNR Photo Contest



Can’t Locate Your Trophy Animal In The Woods?

Child’s 1st BuckChild’s 1st Buck

We can FIND
your Trophy

Animal

Satisfied HunterSatisfied Hunter

Wall Hanger BuckWall Hanger Buck

Longspur Tacking and Outfitting

Follow Us
On Facebook

304-439-1659
Always Open

For A call
24/7

We have agents
all over WV & OH
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Locate BearLocate Bear

Longspur has many trackers to help you locate your trophy deer, bear or turkey.
Get in touch with us to aid in finding your trophy.

THERMAL DRONE SERVICETHERMAL DRONE SERVICE
    • Locate Your Lost Pet
         Or Farm Animals
    • Deer Herd Management
          • Deer Herd Count

Lost PetLost Pet



• Full Sporting Clays Course
• Heated 5 Stand -

Winter League shoots at nighttime
• Shooting Instructors on Staff for Lessons

• FULL line up of RENTAL equipment
• Fun for ages 12 and up

• Seasonal Dine and Shoot events
• Beautiful Clubhouse and

30x80 pavilion for your Special Event!

401 Goosepen Rd, Roanoke WV 26447
www.stonewallsportingclays.com

304-801-4212

Open Tuesday - Sunday
(call or go online to make your reservations)

OPEN YEAR-ROUND to the PUBLIC

Fundraisers
Corporate Team Building

4H and Scouts
Family Reunions
Church groups

Bachelor/Bachelorette groups
Catering available

upon request

WV’s Newest
3D Archery Range

• Over 25+ 3D life size targets
• Over 1 mile of walking trails with

fun target placements
• Warm up area

• Fun for ages 6 and up
• No experience needed

• Bow and accessories RENTALS available
• Course set for All Skill sets

Call or go online

304-801-4212

Stonewall
SPORTING CLAYS

EST 2018

“Follow Us”

Emma Malcomb, from Tallmans-
ville, won the photo countest.
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NEW GloClays NIGHT SHOOTING Friday & Saturday nights        Now Selling Beretta Guns
and contests like this, hunters 
play a vital role in stewarding 
our state’s natural resources and 
showcasing the incredible oppor-
tunities West Virginia has to offer. 
I want to congratulate all of our 
winners and thank everyone who 
took time to share their photos 
and stories.”
  The Big Buck Photo Contest was 
open to resident and nonresident 
youth and adult hunters. To enter, 
hunters were required to submit a 
photo with a buck they harvest-
ed during a 2025 hunting season 
along with a short account of their 
hunt. Each entrant was required to 
show proof of a valid 2025 West 
Virginia Hunting License and had 
to include their personal 13-digit 
DNR-issued game check number.
  Finalists were chosen by random 

drawing from all eligible entries 
and winners were selected by a 
judging committee. Winning pho-
tos were selected based on photo 
composition, size of the buck’s 
antlers, number of antler points 
and how well the hunt was de-
scribed. 
  The seven winners included one 
resident adult, five resident youths 
and one non-resident adult who 
were selected from a list of more 
than 170 finalists. No submissions 
were received from non-resident 
youth hunters.
  The resident adult grand prize 
package includes a lifetime 
hunting license and a West Vir-
ginia State Park cabin stay. The 
non-resident adult winner will 
receive a State Park cabin stay or 
a Bass Pro Shops prize package 

and all youth winners will receive 
a Bass Pro Shops prize package. 
Winners will be contacted by the 
WVDNR to claim their prize.
RESIDENT ADULT DIVISION 
WINNER
Emma Malcomb, Tallmansville, 



Ohio Boat, ATV, RV & Sportsman Show
Ripley, WV

PKB RVs
Mineral Wells, WV

2020 RVs
To Select From

March 21 & 22
Junior Fairground Building

Washington County Fairgrounds  922 Front Street  Marietta, Ohio
Saturday 10am to 8pm    Sunday 10am to 5pm

WRIGHT’S RIVERSIDE MARINE

Coolville, Ohio
Lavalette, WV

St. Marys, WV

SAFES

Sting Ray Ski    Bentley Pontoon

Aluminum Fish
Bass Boat
Pontoon

South Bay Pontoon FISHING & HUNTING

FUN
FOR THE

FAMILY

KIDS
FUN ZONE

KIDS
FUN ZONE

RVS
CAMPERS20

ADMISSION:
$10 ADULT MALE

$5 WOMEN
UNDER 18 FREE

HUNTING FISHING
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Locks • Avalon • Stratos • Bennington • Barge • Godfrey • Picnic

Lowe • Sylvan • Outboard • Sweetwater • Alumininum • Bentley 

Suzuki • Nitro • Water • Mariner • Relax • Evenrude • Johnson
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LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTEDLARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________

City________________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_____________________

Fish_______________________________ Pound______ Oz____

Deer__________  Other_________________ #Points________ Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally - Backwards

We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2025 & 2026.

E-mail  wvasport@gmail.com

NO 
DOES

TEXT 304-482-7217TEXT 304-482-7217

Sam Alvaro was bass fishing when 
this big musky took his bait.

www.wvasportsman.net
FREE ONLINE
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CLIP OUT TO MAIL

Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman - Details Are On Page 3 - Low Rates

ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
304-924-5296

Groceries
Fresh Meat & Produce

Propane  Exchange
 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun 10am to 5PM
Beverages & Snacks

www.rockcave.iga.com
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RMTP is the mountain region’s premier 
one stop gun shop. We sell, buy, trade, 
and pawn new and used guns and offer 

gun repair services as well. We have 
over 1,100 guns in stock and have the 
areas largest selection of ammo.  We 
recently purchased Wheeler’s Guns & 
Ammo and increased our inventory.

NEW LARGER STORE
OVER 1,100 GUNS IN STOCK

Anaconda & Python
 “SNAKE” 

GUNS IN STOCK
LOTS OF AMMO

GUN REPAIR
WE PAWN GUNS

NEW & USED GUNS

RICH MOUNTAIN
~ TRADING & PAWN ~

ON THE 5 LANE
25 MIDWAY LOOP

ELKINS, WV
304-642-7399

View Us On
FACEBOOK

Feb/March 2026~ Page 39

Type 7 FFL
richmountaintrading.com

Open: Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm
Sat 9am to 2pm  Closed Sunday



 CALEDONIA, NY • FARMINGTON, NY • WEBSTER, NY • BATH, NY • SYRACUSE, NY
• ALBANY, NY • HARRISBURG, PA • APOLLO, PA • MT. MORRIS, PA • SAYRE, PA

• BRANCHVILLE, NJ •  ELLWOOD CITY, PA • MADISON, OH • JOPPA, MD • RIPLEY, WV 

NORTHEAST’S LARGEST FAMILY 
OWNED DEALER NETWORK

OVER 100 BRANDS AVAILABLE
AT THE LOWEST PRICES!

   Ripley
134 Bullfrog Road 
Ripley, WV 25271
304-372-1323

   Mt. Morris
102 Free Soil Road,
Mt. Morris, PA 15349
878-223-1340

MEYERSRVS.COM
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