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Scan to view our catalog

www.mountainstateloghomes.com

(SAVE} Mill Direct Prices!

e FREE Unloading at Your Site

e Milled Locally in Jane Lew, WV

» Save money when you buy mill direct
by taking out the middleman!

e All materials are cut to order.

e Sizes you can't find anywhere else!
(Exact and Nominal)

We offer floor plans ranging from intimate
one-bedroom log cabins to spacious six-
bedroom log homes, each showcasing a

3WV LocqtiOns variety of layouts and sizes.

0 208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV 26378
® (304) 884-6646

@ 521 Hinkle Road, Fayetteville, WV 25840
O (304) 884-6647

0 372 Business Park Drive, Kenna, WV 25248
® (304) 532-8300

Ask us about our
pavilion packages.

N info@mountainstateloghomes.com
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Attention Bass Fishermen!

Cover Photo

On May 9, Justin Connor from
Milton, W.Va., caught a 51.49-
inch, 66.30-pound blue catfish
on the Kanawha River in Put-
| | Clip & Mail To: nam County using a mooneye

| Bass Sportsman on 80-pound_ test line. The pre-
| PO. Box 5521 vious 50.82-inch length record,

| Vienna, WV set by Kimberly Feltner of
| ity ST | 26105 Madison, Ind. in 2024. The blue

| catfish weight record remains
| Zip email | You can also email with Michael John Drake, who
1 Wasport@yahoo.com caught a 69.45-pound, in 2023.

Mail-List For Bass Tournaments °

In 2025

Fill Out The Form Below
To Be Placed On The Mail List

FREE ONLINE www.wvasportsman.net
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Spring Turkey Harvest

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — Ac-
cording to preliminary data re-

Timothy Loy caught an albino
catfish at Conoway Run Lake.

Jeremy Watkins bagged a Roane
Co. 22 pound wild turkey.

200+ Campsites ¢ All Utilities
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout c) %
%@
Cable TV 1\\.
L &
S
oS

9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023

Tube Rentals
US Rt 33
www.revelles.com

leased by the West Virginia Di-
vision of Natural Resources
(WVDNR) today, hunters har-
vested 10,694 bearded turkeys
during the spring gobbler season.

“Spring turkey season continues
to be a valued tradition in West
Virginia, where hunters have a
strong commitment to wildlife
conservation and responsible
hunting practices,” said WVDNR
Director Brett McMillion. “We’re
encouraged by the strong par-
ticipation this spring, especially
from all of the youth hunters who
bagged their bird during the two-
day youth season.”

Youth hunters harvested 682
turkeys (502 on Saturday and
180 on Sunday), which is a slight
increase over the 601 birds that
were taken in 2024. This year,
the youth harvest made up 6.4%
of the total harvest. Those num-
bers are included in the table with
county totals.

Despite a strong showing from
youth hunters, this year’s total har-
vest was 8.2% below last year’s
harvest (11,650), 1.1% below the
five-year average (10,812) and
8.7% below the 10-year average
(11,709).

All six districts harvested fewer
birds than last year. District 1 har-
vested the most birds (2,459) fol-
lowed by District 6 (1,945), Dis-
trict 5 (1,889), District 4 (1,641),
District 3 (1,547) and District

RV Camp
Gift Shop
Cabins
Lighthouse
Playground ¢ Tent Camping ¢ Boat Rental
104P Talll
ouIr
Pontoon
Fishing Boat
Paddleboard
Canoe
Kayak
Rentals
Pirate Ship
Playground
Luxury
Cabins
Tiny
Cabins
278 Summersville Lake Rd.
Mt. Nebo, WV 26679
304-872-5975
www.summersvillelakeretreat.com

2 (1,213). The top five counties
with the highest turkey harvest
were Mason (476), Jackson (366),
Preston (362), Harrison (345) and
Kanawha (306) counties.

INSURING THE OUTDOORS

Specialized
Business
Insurance

800-998-6810
wv@gunins.com
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2 CATFISH PAY LAKES ~ SAME FISHING RATES ON BOTH LAKES

CATFISH PARADISE Lazy Dog

CATFISH PAYLAKE |Campground & Resort
“Where the big cats swim” CATFISH PAYLAKE

www.catfishparadiseohio.com
1564 McGriffins Lane

Jackson, Ohio 45640
(740) 384-4700

10 Cabins
*70 Full Hook-up
Campsites
JOIN THE
FUN!
Check Us Out
On Facebook At
CATFISH PARADISE Lazy Dogs
Enjoy Camping, Fishing & Swimmin
12769 Veto Road Joy L.amping, 5 5
Between Belpre & Marietta On Rt. 7 Numerous Sites Playground
Marietta, OH shelter House ~ BRING  pyy | ake s Fishing
45750 Picnic Areas THE Dbl. Horseshoe Pits
Bathhouse Swimming Pool
(740) 373-0686 Laundry Facilities FAMILY Dc\)l\tljlgl](rené:n(?rnf?c?le
FISHING RATES FOR 12 HOURS $18 + $3 BONUS FISH
6 TO 10 YEARS OLD $5 FREE 5 & UNDER
24 HOURS $25 $48 HOURS $43

Both Lakes Open 24 Hours - 7 Days A Week

Both Lakes Feature Fully Equipped Tackle Shops LIVE BAIT
Fri /Sat Tournaments 7pm to Midnite Lazy Dog FrilSat 8pm to 1am Catfish Paradise  $20 + Ticket Pays Top 4
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304-269-6330

B&B PAWN SHOP

PAWN - BUY

BETWEEN WESTON
AND GLENVILLE

OF GUNS

L STOCKED

SELL - TRADE

» Musical Instruments
e Furniture
* Glassware
* Electronics

WE BUY
ESTATES

13454 US. HWY 33 WEST
PICKLE STREET

ALUM BRIDGE, WV

Very Unusual Fishing Information

Muskies Are Seriously Aggres-
sive

The most dangerous fish found
in freshwater in the United States
(not counting Bull Sharks that
swim up rivers from the ocean) is
the Muskellunge.

Muskies, a big toothy fish that
looks like a freshwater barracuda,
have been known to eat fish half
their size or bigger, mammals,
birds, and even small dogs!

They have also been known to at-
tack people and can do real dam-
age with their rows of razor-sharp
teeth!

The World’s Biggest Fish Eats
The Smallest Food
The world’s biggest fish is

Only 7, Reese Dawson used a gun
for an 8 pt. from Ritchie Co.

the whale shark which reaches
lengths of over 50 feet and can
weigh several tons.

Instead of eating equally massive
food, the whale sharks subsist on
tiny krill, fish, and plankton that
they strain in vast quantities from
the ocean water

Fish breathe by passing water

Wyatt Legnasky hunted in Mari-
on County for his 1st wild turkey.

over their gills, which extract ox-
ygen from the water.

If a fish chewed its food, this
would stop the flow of water past
the gills and they could suffocate.

Fish use their teeth only to grab,
slice or crush, then swallow the
food down.

Brown Trout Are One Of The
Most Diverse Vertebrates

Brown Trout, while all one spe-
cies, have an incredibly diverse
genome.

Instead of having a set number of
chromosomes, like most species,
they can have anywhere between
38 and 42 pairs.

Humans have only 23!

Largest Collection Of Fishing
Lures

The largest certified collection

of fishing lures belongs to Will

(Spike) Yoacum from Carterville,
conintue to the next page

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance ,l
11/2 Miles On The Right

304-269-6097

Broken Wheel Campground

I-79 EXit 96 Eishti_ng
Weston, WV ek
Supplies Prery

and Country Store

Gifts - Game Room
- Playground

_{ Boat & Camper Storage

'LIVE BAIT

Y
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GREAT PRICING ON 2023 LEFTOVERS

SUMMER
PONTOON

SALE

Financing Available

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535
304-529-0487

www.rodgersmithmarine.com

SKEETER
222 FCR 222 CR
Ilinois. and cast it out in the river. The American eel lives in fresh-
His collection contains 3,563  Apparently, it looked just fine to water rivers for most of its life.
lures! the bass! However, at spawning time it can

The Million Dollar Lure

The most expensive fishing lure
in the world is Mac Daddy’s Mil-
lion Dollar Lure, which cost, un-
surprisingly, a million dollars.

Why is it so expensive? Because
it has over 3 pounds of 14-carat
gold and platinum and is encrust-
ed with diamonds and rubies.

It was trolled behind a boat once,
with a massive insurance policy in
place, but has never caught a fish.
\Venomous Bait

While out fishing in his kay-
ak, fishing guide Shane Davies
caught a 10-pound bass.

His bait? A rattlesnake!

When the snake swam dangerous-

ly close to his kayak he stunned it Young Conner Richards joined Zachery Staley,

with his paddle, put it on a hook,

Longest Migration
What are your chances of catch-
ing a fish that came from really

swim thousands of miles from its
home to its spawning ground.
Eels spawn in the Sargasso Sea

far away? If you like to fish for in the North Atlantic!

eels, they are very good.

continue to the next page

the Husky Musky Club.
July/Aug 2025 ~ Page 7
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Falls, got a gun buck last fall.



RIDENOUR LAKE - NITRO, WV

NitroCVB.com

Fish Camouflage

Fish can have all different kinds
of camouflage, but there is one
type that they all have.

They are all lighter on the bot-
tom and darker on the top.

The dark top allows them to
blend with the bottom. The bright
bottom lets them blend with the
sun’s light coming from above!
Dads Do The Work

When it comes to guarding the

Jeff Johnson used a spinner bait
for a quality largemouth bass.

nest, bass have single-parent fam-
ilies.

The mother bass will be at the
nest before she spawns, but once
the spawning is done, she leaves
and the father stays to guard the
nest.

It is not uncommon for female
bass to have several nests, while
the males only have one each!
Biggest Fly Rod And Reel

The biggest fly rod and reel
ever made were created by Tiny
Mitchell of Port Isabel, in Texas.

It’s over 71 feet long, with a reel
that is over 4 feet in diameter!
There is no word whether it has
caught anything yet!

Circle Hooks Are Nothing New

Everyone is familiar with circle
hooks. People think they are easy
to set and it is proven that they are
less likely to be swallowed.

But, they are not new. In a recent
May/June 2025 ~ Page 8

find in a 12,000-year-old grave of
a woman in East Asia, there were
several perfectly preserved circu-
lar fish hooks.
Circle hooks go back to the

Stone Age!
Fish Don’t Sleep

Part of the definition of sleep is

continue to page 11

Young Allen Plum reeled in a fat

golden trout. Photo courtesy of Mid-
dle Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.



Stop By Our Store
OR Shop Online
With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You
www.doddsports.com

[PISTOLS & RIFLES]|

e BUY
e SELL
11-6 Mon-Fri
- TRADE | "%
* AMMO * SAFES
* CLOTHING * FISHING
* HANDGUNS * RELOADING
* DEER BLINDS + ARCHERY
o CUTLERY * HANDGUNS
* SCOPES * LONG GUNS
* HUNTING * POWDER
* BOATING * OPTICS

Weatherby « Christensen Arms
Ruger ¢ Remington ¢ Browning
Winchester ¢ Glock « Taurus
Thompson Center * Springfield
And MUCH MORE!

90 Day Lay-Away
20% Down

CLASS 3  Suppressors
DEALER Thermal Scopes

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg
And Clarksburg

|RELOADING|
[RODS-REELS|

103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200
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Pontoon
ishi
OVER Jonbos

4 ’ O O O Pleasure

GUNS
IN STOCK

96 Outdoor Plaza
Ripley, WV 25271

304-373-0400

bridgeport equipment and tool ripley
www.bridgeportequip.com

Online Ordering Or
Stop By Our Ripley Store

Famous Name Guns

New & Used Guns We Trade

| Fishing & Archery

Ventrac - UTVs

Deere Mowers - Stihl Products \

Other Store Locations 11 Total
Products Offered May Differ

Bridgeport, OH Huntington, WV
740-635-1129 304-736-2120
Marietta, OH Wurtland, KY
740-373-6686 606-833-1408

New Martinsville, WV Charleston, WV
304-455-6686 304-744-0555
Pennshoro, WV Pomeroy, OH
304-659-2917 740-992-1438
Gallipolis, OH Beckley, WV
740-446-2412 304-252-6688

Heavy Equipment Sales & Rentals \
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to close your eyes and fish (except
for sharks) don’t have eyelids.

So, technically a fish can never
sleep. Most fish do have periods
of rest where they find some shel-
ter and don’t move much.

Sharks can close their eyes, but
because of their biology, they
can’t really stop moving.

They lack swim bladders so they
would sink, and they need to keep
moving to keep water flowing
through their gills!

A Fishing Book By A Medieval
Nun

The earliest fishing books that
still survive today were written
and published in 1496 by Dame
Juliana Berners, an English prior-
ess.

This was only a few years af-
ter the invention of the printing
press and was called A Treatyse

of Fysshynge Wyth an Angle.
The Strangest Manmade Object

Ever Taken From A Fish’s Stom-

Danny Harper landed a5 Ib., 9 oz.
largemouth bass for big bass hon-
ors at the Bass Sportsman event at
Stonewall Jackson. Look for the
entry form on page 36 for the next
event there.

ach sealed bottle. When Mr. Smith
In the late 1890s, Mr. Douglass opened the bottle he found a note
Smith caught a 140-pound catfish. inside!
In the fish’s stomach was a small, continue to the next page

Bryan and Jason Suter won the Rivers To Trails Bass Festival with 27
pounds, 5 oz. over the 2 days in early June.

LIVE
BAIT

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.
GUNS NEWARK, WV
In Stock 304'275'4619
Or Ordered Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Safe 5 am-8 pm Fr
Showroom &L ol i

Closed Sunday

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
e Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages ¢ Gasoline Musky Lures
 Food ¢ Live Bait « Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle « Crossbows

Ravin - Barnette
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Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold ¢ Silver « Jewelry « Guns ¢ Electronics ¢ Tools ¢ Archery « And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104
(304) 428 PAWN (7296) NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

www.carlspawnshop.com

Parkersburg, WV 26101

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

515 Division Street

(304) 428-7298

The note read, “Whoever will find
this will please send it back to me.
H.E. Pipes.”

Mr. Pipes had thrown it in nearly
75 miles away, in the Kaw river,
three years before Mr. Douglass
caught the fish!

Most Consecutive Casts
Brent Olgers of Macon Georgia

is the current record holder for the
most consecutive casts.

In July 1999, using a Zebco reel,
he made 6,501 casts of over 45
feet. That comes to an average of
270 casts per hour!

The record is silent as to wheth-
er he caught any fish with those

Doug Anderson landed a musky
in his kayak. Sounds exciting.

Melinda Michaels hooked a 29 Ib.

Ohio River blue catfish.
July/Aug 2025 ~ Page 12

casts!
Pyramids And Fishing Poles

The ancient Egyptians also
loved to fish! There is a more
than 4,000-year-old painting from
Egypt that shows people fishing.

Some are using nets, but others
can be clearly seen to be using
poles and lines!

The Most Popular Fish In The
United States

The most popular game fish in
the United States is unquestion-
ably the Largemouth Bass.

There are professional and am-
ateur bass fishing circuits, bass
fishing matches are highly attend-
ed and televised, and there are
Bass Pro Shops!

FREE ONLINE

www.wvasportsman.net



Prepared Food

www.burnsvilledock.com

e Berwsville Deocles
ARGE
Closed SELECTION
304-853-2822 | | et
LIVE BAIT |00 155085 | O Of Jigs
} ACC Rods
Reserve Your Slip Space Now

Snacks/Beverages Gasoline « Marine Supplies Zoom & More
Rods & Reels

Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

Yamamoto & More

How To Succeed On Pressured Lakes

This is the time of year when
lakes are getting pounded and
bites can become a little more dif-
ficult.

It’s important to understand
the nature of bass. They are cold
blooded, so during early spring,
their metabolism is slower and
the fish are less active. We want
to make it easier for them to eat.

As the water warms up, they
get more aggressive and will bite
more active lure presentations.
But, when the dog days of sum-
mer come along, bass’ aggres-
siveness wanes. While fishing
pressure can be a big factor, the
bottom line is the fish aren’t in the
mood to eat as often when water
temperatures soar.

I’m not saying they won’t bite

fast movers when in a summer
funk. Oftentimes you have to trig-
ger the reaction bite by working
your bait faster or more erratic,
such as with a crankbait like the
Rapala DT Series or a big Mop
Jig. Try changing speeds to trig-
ger that reaction bite.
Aside from the reaction bite, you
need to make the meal easier for
them to eat. That means making
precise casts and slowing down
to match the fish’s mood and the
conditions.

Another solution is beat the crowd
to the best areas on the lake. When
I’m going fun fishing, I want to be
on the water by at least 30 min-
utes before sunrise. I’ll have the
aggressive fish caught before the
crowd gets there.

It also can pay to think outside
the box. You can do that by using
smaller — or larger — baits than the
bass have been seeing.

A change in location from the
traditional pattern on a lake can
make a huge difference too.

Denny Brauer taught us that les-
son in the Bassmaster Classic he
won in North Carolina. Everyone

By Davy Hite
had been told the lake was a deep,

offshore type fishery, but Denny
continue to the next page

Steve Starkey got a big large-
mouth bass at Stonecoal Lake.

LIVE BAIT

MINNOWS « NIGHTCRAWLER « MEAL WORM

NEW & USED GUNS
Buy - Sell - Trade - Pawn

Archery Equipment

Tools - Chainsaws

FISHING
TACKLE

Open: Mon Tue Thu Fri 8-4
Wed & Sat 8 to Noon

613 E Main St.

HARRISVILLE, WV
304-643-2940

A
M
M
O
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50 YARD THE Bow SHOP Open 10AM to 8°PM T-F
INDOOR RANGE 12PM to 6PM Sat.
HOYT « MATHEWS « DIAMOND « BOWTECH ¢ MISSION ¢ PSE

304-622-8440| Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning SHOOTING

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH, WV

LEAGUE

Harold Cogar, Owner

went to the bank and flipped a and when the lake is being fished
tube jig. He caught fish that had heavily, you have to wait in line to
been ignored and not pressured.  pull up on one of those spots.

A change-up also works on blue-  When | won a Bassmaster Elite
back herring lakes. During the Series tournament at Clarks Hill
summertime those fish are dialed Reservoir, I fished some of those
in on the herring, so obvious baits spots but with an entirely different
are topwaters, swimbaits or jerk- presentation. I fished a Buckeye
baits that emulate the baitfish. Mop Jig, and I’m convinced they
Anglers know the best places,

bit it because they hadn’t seen it.
While the herring were a popular
target, the bass also were eating
crawfish that the jig resembled.
So, when things get tough during
summertime and lakes are heavily
pressured, consider offering them
a different look or fish less obvi-
ous places that get less pressure.

e Grow A Healthier Herd
Advertise in The e Attract Deer

W. Va. Sportsman

e In Business 35 Years
* Over 5 Million Printed
» Support Hunting/Fishing

FREE ONLINE

www.wvasportsman.net

In Stores Or Contact Us
Roger Perry
pandrwhitetailsupreme@gmail.com
304-613-9055

Made In Buckhannon, WV
P & R Whitetail Supreme On Facebook

Reed Elder & dad Darren won the
June Ohio River Challenge in Ra-
venswood with 13 pounds, 5 oz..

Park Center Sporting Goods, Rainelle WV Holly River Grocery, Hacker Valley WV Re-creations Taxidermy El-
kins WV Valley Bend Valley Muffler & Brake, Parkersburg WV Smokin Musket Outdoors, Bloomery WV Carol's
Store, Bergoo WV PC Outdoors, Crab Orchard WV The Y Country Store, Walkersville WV Tri County Arms &
Archery, Petersburg WV Knobley Farms Sport Shop, New Creek WV Freedom Ag, Buckhannon WV Southern
States, Elkins WV Freedom Ag, Gassaway WV  Hardman'’s Hardware, Glenville WV Home Warehouse Inc.,
Uniontown PA  Mountaineer Gun & Tackle, Man WV Southern States, Philippi WV Jane Lew Home Center,
Jane Lew WV BFS Farm & Home (Southern States), Morgantown WV Kirkendoll's Pay Pond, Oceana WV
Freedom Ag, Ronceverte WV Hall's Feed & Farm Supply, Pennsboro WV Jowar Feed & Supply, Laeger WV
Southern States, Summersville WV Liggett's Supply, Mill Creek WV Allegheny Industrial Supply, Bridgeport
WV 304 Outdoors, Belington WV Green'’s Feed and Seed, Charleston WV
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Summer In WV
Fishing Spots

Whether you’re looking for an
easy-access lake for a family out-
ing or a stream off-the-beaten-
path for a weekend adventure,
West Virginia has something for
every angler. And with warm
weather, consistent river flows
and active fish populations, sum-
mer is the perfect time to cast a
line in West Virginia’s lakes and
streams. Whether you’re new to
fishing, returning after a break or
seeking to enhance your skills,
the right techniques, knowledge
of the target species and a sense
of adventure can help you plan a
successful and memorable fishing
trip.
SUMMER FISHING TIPS AND
BEST PRACTICES

Part of planning a successful
summer fishing trip is understand-
ing how seasonal and environ-
mental factors affect fish behavior
and adjusting your techniques ac-
cordingly.

As temperatures rise during
summer, oxygen levels in water

Zach Elswick, from Fayetteville,
has an unusual racked deer.

Smarr’s Qutdoor Services
2108 Gauley Turnpike Rd.

Flatwoods, WV
304-678-5129

LIVE
BAIT

Open: Tue to Fri
Noon to 6pm

NOW Sellling

GUNS

Your local one stop outdoors shop.
We are an FFL Dealer and a full
service archery shop. We sell live
bait and fishing supplies. We also
offer winterization and outside
storage for boats and RVs. With
11 full Hook up camp sites. Closed

Archery & Hunting Supplies

Sat, Sun, Mon!

AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

RV Camping
Boat Storage

drop, which causes fish in rivers
to gather below riffles where wa-
ter is more oxygenated or near
the mouths of tributaries, which
are cooler. In lakes, fish move to
deeper, cooler areas with adequate
oxygen. Targeting these areas can
increase your chances of success.

Other general tips for successful
summer fishing include:

Fish early in the morning or late
in the evening and concentrate
around riffles and tributary in-
flows.

Fish deeper waters in lakes or
areas with vegetation and sub-
merged structure.

Match your bait and technique to
the species—worms under a bob-

July/Aug 2025 ~ Page 15

ber are always a winner for kids,
while soft plastics and topwater

lures are great for bass.
continue to the next page

Remington Thomas has a golden

trout. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.



TOMLINSON RUN LAKE
(HANCOCK COUNTY - WVD-
NR DISTRICT 1)

Located in the northern panhan-
dle at Tomlinson Run State Park,
this 23-acre lake is ideal for a
summer fishing getaway. With
ADA-accessible piers, shoreline
access and boat rentals, it’s a fam-
ily-friendly destination that offers
amenities and scenic beauty. An-
glers of all ages can enjoy excel-
lent fishing for bass, bluegill and
crappie. The WVDNR also stocks
catchable size channel catfish ev-
ery June.

Fish Species Available: Large-
mouth Bass, Bluegill, Black
Crappie, White Crappie, Channel
Catfish

Best Techniques: Fish points,
weedbed edges and brush. Use
soft plastics, crankbaits and top-
water lures for bass, especially in
early morning and late evening
hours.

Use jigs, spinners and live bait
for crappie and bluegill. Topwater
lures that imitate insects also are
effective with bluegill. Use chick-
en liver, cut bait or nightcrawlers
on the bottom for catfish. Target-

YAMAHA
SUZUKI
OUTBOARD
Authorized
Service
And Sales
==
F,ﬁgmrs
Go Fidb!
ALUMINUM BOATS
3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723
(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062
www.7riversmarine.com
We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

ing catfish at night is particularly DIS-
effective.

Regulations: The channel catfish
daily limit is four. Only electric
motors or non-motorized vessels
are permitted.

PARKER HOLLOW LAKE

(HARDY COUNTY -
TRICT 2)

Nestled in the Eastern Panhan-
dle, Parker Hollow Lake’s 34
acres offer a peaceful fishing ex-

perience with excellent shoreline
continue to the next page

Jarod McCloy landed a nice
spring walleye.

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans

S NEW & USED GUNS
JACKSON 506 WALNUT ST. ©
COUNTY RAVENSWOOD, WV
PAWN 304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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access and boat ramp. With the
opportunity to catch trophy-size
bluegill and abundant largemouth
bass, it’s great for beginners and
experienced anglers alike.

Fish Species Awvailable: Large-
mouth Bass, Bluegill, Channel
Catfish, Black Crappie

Best Techniques: Use flukes, sen-
kos, swimbaits and most other
soft plastic bait for largemouth
bass. In vegetation, use topwater
frogs. Use slip bobbers to catch
crappie and bluegill near standing
timber. Use chicken liver, cut bait
or nightcrawlers on the bottom for
catfish. Targeting catfish at night
is particularly effective.
Regulations: The channel catfish
daily limit is four. Only electric
motors or non-motorized ves-
sels are permitted. All black bass
(smallmouth, largemouth and
spotted) from 12 to 16 inches long
must be returned to the water at
once. Additionally, the daily creel
limit for black bass is six.

BIG DITCH LAKE (WEBSTER
COUNTY - DISTRICT 3)

Big Ditch Lake is a 65-acre
mountain gem with shoreline ac-
cess, a fishing pier and a peaceful
setting. The lake holds a variety of
species, such as largemouth bass

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN

SPORTING GOODS « PAWN SHOP

NEW & USED GUNS ¢ FISHING « AMMO
MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK

69 N. MAIN ST.
PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

and panfish species. The WVD-
NR also stocks channel catfish
every June, and has stocked tiger
musky, which can reach lengths
of 40 inches, offering something
exciting for every angler.

Fish Species Available: Large-
mouth Bass, Bluegill, Black and
White Crappie, Channel Catfish,
Tiger Musky

Best Techniques: Target weed-
beds and brush for largemouth
bass, bluegill and crappie using
soft plastics, topwaters, jigs and
worms. Use small jigs and spin-
ners for crappie and bluegill. Use
chicken liver, cut bait or night-

crawlers on the bottom for cat-
fish. Targeting catfish at night is
particularly effective. Use large
hardbody fishing lures and swim
baits for tiger musky.
Regulations: Electric motors only.
PLUM ORCHARD LAKE (FAY-
ETTE COUNTY - DISTRICT 4)
Only 20 minutes from Beckley,
Plum Orchard Lake is a 175-acre
waterbody that’s perfect for intro-
ducing kids to fishing. With three
boat ramps, abundant shoreline
access and kayak-friendly zones,
it’s a convenient and productive

summer SpOt.
continue to the next page

Justin Stanton brought in a great
Wetzel County bow buck last fall.

Attention on deck! Calling all vets
looking for some “reel therapy”

on the water catfishing.

Register at
www.operationvetswith nets.org

Charlie Brookover
West Virginia volunteer captain
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Fish Species Available: Large-
mouth Bass, Bluegill, Channel
Catfish, Redear Sunfish

Best Techniques: Use night-
crawlers under a bobber and fish
3-4 feet deep for a tried-and-true
method. Use circle hooks for cat-
fish on the bottom.

Regulations: No wake zones are

marked and Doris Cove is electric
motors only.
BARBOURSVILLE LAKE (CA-
BELL COUNTY - DISTRICT 5)
A favorite local fishing destina-
tion, Barboursville Lake features
great amenities including handi-
cap-accessible docks, restrooms
and easy bank access. It’s an ex-

2025 Boats In Stock

Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes
Pontoon * Bass Boats

Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department

Back Issues Back To 2006

cellent option for family outings
and relaxed summer fishing.
Fish Species Available:
Bluegill, Channel Catfish
Best Techniques: Use bobbers
and bait at dawn and dusk for cat-
fish. Use soft plastics or topwaters
for bass and worms or small jigs
for bluegill.

Regulations: The channel catfish
daily limit is four.

ELK FORK LAKE (TYLER
COUNTY - DISTRICT 6)

This lake is known for its abun-
dant bank access and fish-holding
structure. With healthy bass pop-
ulations and panfish aplenty, Elk

continue to page 20

Bass,
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Ben Lockhart has a 4 Ib., 12 oz.
bass at the Ohio River Challenge.

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* Food & Beverages

- Convenience Items
Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV




HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

WV’s Largest Tackle Store

Rapala ¢ Molix ¢ X Zone ¢ Keitech ¢ Strike King * Berkely ¢ Storm
13 Fishing « KW ¢« Yamamoto ¢ Yum ¢ Rebel « Bandit « 6th Sense
Bomber « Megabass ¢ Jackall « Havoc ¢ Net Bait « Z Man « Gamakatsu
VMC « Savage Gear ¢ Bio Bait « Live Target » Crunchcity « Roboworm
Goggan * Lunkerhunt « Sufix * Lucky Strike » Reaction * KVD « Rage
Zoom ¢ FYAO ¢ Missle « Venom ¢ Gulp « Seagar ¢ P Line « & MORE!

Trout Reels « Rods « Tackle
Gun Accessories = Clothing

FFS

Trapping and much more! LARGE SELECTON
FORWARD FACING
OPEN - 7 Days A Week SONAR BAITS
OVER LINE REELS
N
4000
RODS
RODS: MOLIX - LEW’S
CASHION « BERKLEY
FENWICK « ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO « G LOOMIS « HALO
MADKATZ - ST. CROIX TROUT
PENN « DAIWA « OUTLAW
L I VE B A I T COOLERS PLASTICS
Minnows ¢ Worms ¢ Mealworms
220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES
@RANKAHT@ SMUTTY DOG « LEOPARDIS CRANE
: « TYRANT + LLUNGEN « BITE BACK
Just Outside Of Parkersburg JONES « BOGGS * MYERS
COBB’S - RED OCTOBER
_13520 Emerson Ave. HOTTAIL & MORE
Williamstown, WV 26187
o OnRT. 2
Ohio River Outdoors LLC

On Facebook

304-916-1800

3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit
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Fork Lake is great for both casual
and serious anglers.

Fish Species Available: Large-
mouth Bass
Best Techniques: Fish areas with
submerged vegetation, standing
timber and overhanging tree limbs
using chatter baits and shad-imi-
tating lures. The old road bed be-
tween the boat ramp and the dam
has a lot of structure. Use night-
crawlers for bluegill and catfish.
Regulations: Anglers may only
harvest six bass per day and only
one may exceed 16 inches (New
in 2025)
PLAN YOUR SUMMER FISH-
ING TRIP

Make this summer one to re-
member. Just be sure to buy your
fishing license and check the lat-
est regulations before you cast

FREE ONLINE

www.Wvasportsman.net
® Back Issues Dating Back to 2006

Advertising Info On Page 3

OUTDOOR
304

1095 Crim Ave
Belington, WV
304-704-9371

New & Used Guns
Fishing Tackle

Deer Corn

PAWN

your line.. For those looking for
an added challenge, the Master
Angler program is a great way
to track your fishing accomplish-
ments and earn recognition for

Charlie Miller landed a 10 pound
rainbow trout.

trophy catches across different
species.

So, buy your West Virginia fish-
ing license today, grab your gear
and explore a new lake or stream.

Sammy Uhl, from Williamstown,
got his first deer - an 8 point.

e A/IC

e TV - DVD

e Barbecue Grill

e Large Porch Area

e Great View Of Lake
e Fully Equipped Kitchen
Including Dishwasher

LAKE YIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

1-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

- Easy Access

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876
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Areas Largest Selection of
New & Used

UTVs, ATVs and Motorcycles!
Now with two locations to serve you better!

108 Chemistry Drive 137 Nelson Road
Elkins, WV Thomas, WV
304-636-7732 681-228-9077

www.elkinsmotorsports.net

July/Aug 2025 ~ Page 21



235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com
First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91
one mile south on US 19 towards lake
Call or visit our website for rates, additional
information, and policies. A 50% deposit is

required for resrvations. Major credit cards
are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

+ All log cabins are exceptionally clean
and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home.

* Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
safe environment

+ Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.

* Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft.

+ Six person cabins have king or queen beds
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
dishwasher, and washer and dryer.

» Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
Two baths and an eight person hot tub.

+ Accessible cabin available.

+ Satellite TV and DVD player

* Gas log fireplace and air conditioning

« Full bath with shower

* Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
playground and horseshoe pits

+ Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts

+ Open 365 days a year

* Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
Palmer Golf course. 2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
hunting just two minutes away.

+ Join the fun this year.

Keith Smith hooked a 26” New Doody Cook landed an R.D. Bai- Ritchie Heavner reeled in a huge

River walleye.

ley spring largemouth bass.

Burnsville Lake crappie.

794 Hinton By Pass

HINTON, WV
304-900-6000

Non-Ethanol Gas Musky Lures

GURNS
ANMNMO

~ Open Daily ~
Live Bait
Year Round

LIVIE [B/AMNT

Fishing]
Tackl®

Carhart Danner Rocky
Twisted X Wading Boots & Water Shoe

VIEW ON = Shacks BOOTS
FACEBOOK GILOTTHING
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STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT oyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best
WVU JACKSON’S MILL musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut
STONECOAL LAKE stone masonry building in North America. Home to
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM  West v trgestyara sae s crampinshi

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your

W he I-‘e ‘ ege nd S next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
are Made 304-269-7328

Lewis County CVB on Facebook or www.stonewallcountry.com 304-269-7328
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Flyfishing For

Musky
By Nathan Rees

They say musky may be the fish
of 10,000 cast but what you also
don’t hear ist hey can be the fish
of 10,000 dollars! Only kidding
of course.

Just like with all fish species and
hobbies you can dive as deep
down the rabbithole as you’d like.
Musky fishing can be affordable
and done on a budget or you can
make it as complex and expensive
as you’d like.

Having chased these fish for 20
years 1I’d like to lay out a few
things I’ve learned over the many
seasons on the water searching for
them.

We will start off with the gear.

1. Rod and Reel: When diving
into the sport look for a solid rod
with a nice tip that can allow for a
sturdy figure 8 ( a technique I will
explain in a littlewhile). A 10-
12WT rod is recommended, and
helps to turn over the large
flies. Pair the rod with a reel that
falls within your budget. In the
many years fishing for these fish
I have never once used my reel
to land one. For the most part all
they do is act as a line holder.

2. Line: look for a good interme-
diate sink or sink tip line in the
300-500 grain weight depending
on the depth and current speed
of the water you will be fishing.
Shallower water go on the lighter
end and deeper go a little heavi-
er. 350-400 grain seems to be the
sweet spot for most. I prefer a
lighter line as they tend to give
my flies the action I prefer.

3. Flies: fly selection can be sit-
uational/seasonal. That being said
flies in my box range anywhere

NATIVES

Fly Fishing & Outfitters
3002 Whitehall Blvd.

FAIRMONT, WV
681-404-6474

OPEN: Wed To Fri 10am to 6pm Sat 9am to 2pm

www.hativesflyfishing.com
Order Online or View Our Store

Beginner Classes To Learn Fly Fishing

Guided Float Trips

Catch Cam Nets

Musky - Bass - Trout
Extra Heavy Duty
2 Piece Constructed Lifetime Warranty

Hackle & Flies

Streamers Bass & Musky

Fly Rods & Reels
Powdercoating Shop

Fishing Guides: Musky - Trout - Smallmouth Bass

from 6” to 20+”. When starting
out I always recommend a good
single Buford style fly and a fly
with some articulation.

That happy medium for most of
my flies falls in the 10-12” range.
There are so many good fly tiers
and patterns out there that it really
is tough to go wrong. Just look for

something with some buck tail,
continue to the next page
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Joel Miller hooked & released a
nice Jackson.County musky.
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Large Selection of RVs and ATVs in STOCK NOW
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something with some buck tail,
feathers, and flash and you should
be golden.

4. Miscellaneous: | recommend
a good solid net (look into Catch
Cam Nets), a nice set of long nee-
dle nose pliers, jaw spreaders,
and Knipex bolt cutters for those
times when the fish get hooked
deep and that’s the only option for
a safe release.

Now that we got the basics of
gear out of the way we can take a
look at habitat/structure to target
when you’re out on the water. Be-
low are a few of the areas | tend to
focus on in the rivers and lakes of
Appalachia:

* In lakes | will target standing
timber, lay downs, rocky banks
with chunk rock or boulders
along them, weed beds, main
lake points, deeperchannels with
access to shallow water, and de-
pending on time of the year and
forage base sometimes it pays off
to follow the bait wether that’s
shallow or deep (it varies season-
ally)

* In our rivers and streams | tend
to focus on all forms of timber
and lay downs wether it’s shallow
or deep. We also like to target mid
river humps and sand bars. How-
ever with that being said most riv-

Zaden Dodd landed a quality
largemouth. Photo courtesy of Mid-
dle Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

er/stream fish seem to come from
the outside bending bank where
the most current and flow chan-
nelizes the water making it deeper
and a great place for a musky to
lay awaiting the opportunity to
ambush.

Finally 1’d like to wrap up with
a few tips and tricks I’ve learned
over the years that have helped
put some fish in the net.

* Always figure 8 ( rod tip slight-
ly in the water and make a 8 or
infinity sign with the fly) after ev-
ery cast or at the very minimum
throw in a big half circle to see if
you have something trialing the
fly.

e If you get a fish to “follow”
changing depth from shallow too
deep with your figure 8 can often
help trigger a strike.

* Roll casting your fly when it

gets hung up and using the weight
of your sink tip to get it unstuck is
an invaluable tip. It has saved me
blowing out structure and spots
many of times and it has also
resulted in some wild reaction
strikes from fish.

* Strip set don’t set with your rod.
continue to the next page

Jay Carper caught & released a
49” musky.

Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
Expert Bow Tuning « Ammo

Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro « Mike’s » Joe’s Flies ¢ Berkley

GUNS

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

5AM to 6PM
7 Days A Week

Minnows ¢ Wax Worms

Night Crawlers & More
LIVE BAIT

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569
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Locally Owned

WE BUY LAND
AND
MINERAL RIGHTS

304.623.LAND

TenmileLand.com

Strip set. Strip set. Strip set. Oh
yeah and strip set. And if I didn’t
mention it make sure you strip set
when you get one to finally

eat!

* And last but not least keep some
ibuprofen in the boat because
double hauling big flies all day
ain’t easy or for the faint of heart!
Now if I haven’t scared you off.
The rewards of landing a musky
on the fly are well worth the ef-
fort. The stories, the pictures, the
memories, and the time spent on
the water with good people more
than make up for the long days of
only moving a fish or two.

From everyone here at Natives
Fly Shop/Ascent Fly Fishing
we hope to see you all out there
on the water chasing the fish of
10,000 casts and if you have any-
questions please don’t hesitate to
ask us! We’d be more than willing
to help out.

View the Natives ad on page 25.
A huge selection of fly tackle is
offered at our Fairmont location.

Ordering online available at:
www.nativesflyfishing.com

DNR Rule Changes

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The
West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources (WVDNR) today an-
nounced that changes to coyote,
waterfow] and youth hunting reg-
ulations went into effect on May
19.

These changes, which were ap-
proved by the West Virginia Leg-
islature during the 2025 regular
session, include removing maxi-
mum caliber restrictions for night

Earl LaFever used an umbrellarig

lure for this chunk smallmouth.
July/Aug 2025 ~ Page 27

coyote hunting, increasing youth
waterfowl hunter maximum age
limits and providing clarification
on adult supervision during spe-
cial youth hunting seasons.

“These updates make our hunting
regulations more accessible and
ensure young hunters can enjoy
the outdoors safely and responsi-

bly,” said WVDNR Director Brett
continue to the next page

Jenifer Keffer is the first woman
to garner the big bass honors at a
Bass Sportsman tournament. She
caught a 4 Ib., 15 oz. lunker at
Stonewall Jackson in May.



McMillion. “By expanding op-
portunities for youth hunters and
supporting responsible practices,
we’re building the next genera-
tion of West Virginia sportsmen
and women.”

Small game hunters who hunt
coyotes at night will no longer
have a maximum caliber restric-
tion. The WVDNR reminds hunt-
ers to always hunt safely and be
aware of their target’s location and
what lies beyond. A safe backstop
is important to avoid unintended
injury to people and property.

The youth waterfowl season
is now open to hunters 17 years
of age or younger, expanding
the previous age limit of 15 and
under. The legislature also ap-
proved a change to make it clear
an adult assisting a youth hunter
during any special youth season
may handle the hunter’s firearm
to provide safe handling advice
and help. When assisting a youth
hunter during a special youth sea-
son, the accompanying adult is
still prohibited from carrying a
firearm for the purpose of taking
wildlife.

Youth hunters under the age of
15 who are not hunting on their
own land or are participating in a
special youth season must still be

James Melton caught a quality
smallmouth at Kanawha Falls.

accompanied by a licensed adult
who is 18 years of age or older.
The accompanying adult must re-
main close enough to the youth to
provide guidance and assistance.
Youth hunters ages 15-17 must
comply with all applicable state

and federal
ments.

The 2025-2026 Hunting and
Trapping Regulations Summa-
ry will be released on July 1 and
will remain in effect through June
2026.

licensing require-

Luke King caught & released a
huge river paddle fish.

Ben Gabehart landed a huge and

little bass. Photo courtesy of Burns-
ville Docks in Burnsville.

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890
(cell)

BERRY’S CAMPGROUND

Overnight Camping
New River Road

Hinton, WV

Fluid Kayaks - Golf Carts
By Pass Sales

Lots Of Fishing Tackle - Southern WV’s Kayak Dealer
308 Hinton Bypass Hinton, WV 304-309-3800

Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing
Catamaran Rentals

Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199

www.berrycampground.com berryscampground@gmail.com
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Leave YOUﬂg Remington « Winchester » Weatherby » Browning * Rossi

CHAXI\_/IEIL(:I:](I)II;II:,evﬁ\\I/gnE e EH PARK CENTER |GUNS & AMMO
SPORTING GOODS

West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources (WVDNR) today re- |8 Park Center

minded members of the public to RAINELLE. WV
leave young wildlife alone, noting - 2
304-438-5660

that handling wild animals often
harms the animal, spreads disease 9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

and, when done without a permit,
CROSSBOWS BY: RAVIN
0ve1nz§tc()jocguns « BARNETTE * BEAR * KILLER
INSTINCT « TEN POINT

breaks the law.
“Watching wildlife is one of

COMPOUND BOWS BY: MATHEWS

* HOYT « BEAR

the many joys of being outdoors

in West Virginia,” said WVDNR
It's FISHING seaon
Stop By For Tackle

Savage

» Smith & Wesson

Director Brett McMillion. “But
for the safety of everyone and
the preservation of our natural re-
sources, it’s always best to leave
young wildlife alone.”

Touching, picking up or even
approaching young animals can
leave behind human scent, which
may attract predators and put the [ LARGE SELECTION OF Thermal
animal at risk. Contact with wild- FISHING EQUIPMENT
life also increases the chance of SAFES ¢ KNIVES
spreading diseases and parasites
such as rabies, ticks, Lyme dis-
ease and roundworms.

“We get a lot of calls this time
of year about fawns, birds and Class 3 Dealer
baby rabbits that people think are ;
abandoned or injured,” said Vin- Silencers
nie Johnson, WVDNR wildlife Kimber ¢ Liberty & Surelock Safes ¢ Traditions « CVA
biologist. “Most of the time, those
animals are doing exactly what
nature intended.”

For example, does often leave
fawns hidden for eight hours or
longer while they search for food.
These fawns rely on their camou-
flaged coats and lack of scent to
stay safe. Approaching or han-
dling a bedded fawn can put them
in danger. Similarly, people often
mistake fully-feathered fledgling
birds for injured ones. If the bird
is featherless and the nest is within
reach, it can be carefully returned Doug Tingler landed an Ohio Jack Comp, from Reedsville, has

continue to the next page  River hybrid bass. a huge snapping turtle..
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Scopes:
N-Vision AGM
Pulsar iRay

Ruger - Glock * Benelli
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LIVE BAIT

Crappie Minnows - Shiners - Goldfish
Suckers - Leeches
FROZEN Skip Jacks & Shad
WORMS Nightcrawlers - Green Worms
Wax Worms - Meal Worms - Red Worms

Reels: Pflueger « Penn
Mad Katz - Zebco * Lew’s

Shimano « Abu Garcia » Okuma  Mysky Tackle ¢« Outdoor Clothing * Trapping - Black Powder
Deer Corn & Attractants ¢ Hunting Products  Ammo

Rods: Fenwick « Mad Katz
Ugly Stik « Duckett « Denali
Hellcat « Precision Crappie

1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive
Crab Orchard, WV

OPEN HOURS
Mon-Thur 10 to 6
Fri& Sat10to 7

Sun12:30t0 5

Tackle By: Worden ¢ Super Duper ¢ Stri

Gamakatsu ¢ Tru-Turn ¢ Gitzit » Trout Magnet « Berkley Power Bait * Yum
Yamamoto ¢ Crush City ¢ Sinkers ¢ Rebel « Heddon ¢ Spro ¢ Rapala ¢ Boo Yah

Zoom ¢ Keitech ¢ Crappie Magnet ¢

ke King ¢ Berkley « Mepps ¢ Owner

Rooster Tail « Z Man & More

Archery Pro Shop
Inside Bow Testing Range

PSE Bear Xpedition
Killer Instinct Barnett

304-466-1444

Hoo Doo Kayaks

to the nest. But most of the time,
young birds on the ground are ful-
ly-feathered fledglings learning to
fly.

“Wanting to help is a natural in-

FREE ONLINE

www.wvasportsman.net

stinct, but when it comes to young
wildlife, the best way to show that
you care is to leave them there,”
said Johnson.

The WVDNR is also reminding
the public that it is illegal to pos-
sess wild animals without a per-

mit. Fines for unlawful posses-
sion of a fawn, bird, squirrel, bear
cub or other wildlife range from
$20 to $300, and may include jail
time up to 100 days.

To learn more about wildlife in
West Virginia, visit WVdnr.gov.

Isaac Price set the hook on a large Eason Miller & Logan McVey Levi Watkins hooked a 5 1/2 Ib.

carp.

reeled in a couple of nice crappie.
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largemouth bass in Parkersburg.



Selection Of Gifts

Musky - 60’ Wall
Hunting Gear

Savage * Prorex « Bessie
Wardens ¢ N.J.B * Zman
Medussa ¢ Llungen & More

MOUNTAINEER GUN SALES

NO GUNS NOW - MORE FISHING EQUIPMENT

LARGEST FisHING
TACKLE SHOP IN THE TRI-STATE AREA

(304) 284-9811
Open Year Round

LIWV/(E
BA

Minnows ¢ Suckers ¢« Worms ¢ Maggots
Flatheads ¢ Frozen Shad & More

Large Variety - Soft Plastics
Zoom ¢ Crush City « Yum « Mad Katz
Missile » Power Bait « Keitech
Googan ¢ Cabin Creek & More

Trout Lures

Jigs - Fishing Line - Rods
Sufix « Berkley * Stren & More

Acme « Power Bait
Super Duper & More

HUGE Selection Of Fishing
Tackle For BASS - CATFISH
MUSKY - TROUT and MORE!
Gifts - Hunting Gear
72 Flavors Of Ice Cream

Mountaineer
Gun Sales LLC

Reels - Zehco « Daiwa * Mad Katz
Lews « Pfleuger » Quantum & More
Rods - 13 Fishing  Shakespeare
Zebco * Daiwa » Megabass & More

Lures - Megabass ¢« Rapala * KVD

Storm ¢ Booyah ¢ Bandit

Strike King ¢ Yamamoto m—
River Rock * Zoom & More  Facing Sonar

72 ICE CREAM FLAVORS

Exit 7 Off I-68 119N 659 Point Marion Road, MORGANTOWN, WV
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Summer Crappie Fishing

Identifying Crappie Habitat in
Summer

When it comes to summer crap-
pie fishing, understanding their
habitat is crucial for success.
Crappies are highly adaptable
fish, but they tend to congregate
in areas that provide them with
protection, food, and suitable wa-
ter conditions. So, where do you
start looking?
Structures with Submerged Vege-
tation

Submerged vegetation is a crap-
pie magnet during the summer
months. Aquatic plants like weed
beds, milfoil, and hydrilla provide
ambush points for crappies to at-
tack unsuspecting baitfish and in-
sects. These structures also offer
a comfortable hiding spot from
predators and a place to regulate

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING
CAMPING

Danner
Lacrosse

\Vortex
Camo Clothing « Tree Stands
Ammunition
Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows
Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
121 Birch River Road

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

their body temperature. Look for
areas with submerged vegetation
in 5-15 feet of water, especially
near drop-offs or points.
Deep Water Drop-Offs and Points
Deep water drop-offs and points
are another favorite haunt of sum-
mer crappies. These areas often
have a more consistent water
temperature, which is essential
for crappies during the hot sum-
mer months. The drop-offs and
points also provide a natural fun-
nel for baitfish, making it easier
for crappies to feed. When ex-
ploring these areas, focus on the
15-30 foot depth range, and look
for subtle changes in the bottom

topology.

Near-Surface  Structures Like
Docks

Near-surface structures like

docks, piers, and sunken logs can
be a hidden gem for summer crap-
pie fishing. These structures pro-
vide shade, ambush points, and a
place for crappies to suspend in
the water column. Docks, in par-
ticular, can be very productive,
as they often have a built-in food
source in the form of baitfish and
insects attracted to the structure.
When fishing near-surface struc-
tures, focus on the 5-10 foot depth
range, and be prepared to make
precise casts.
Choosing the Right Lures for
Summer Crappie

When it comes to summer crap-
pie fishing, the right lure can make
all the difference. You’ve got to
remember that crappie are finicky
creatures, and they can be picky
about what they eat. So, what are
the best lures to use when target-
ing summer crappie?
Jigs with Soft Plastic Trailers
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Convenience Store  Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies ¢ Souveniers
Game Checking Station ¢ Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 [H\VI=R:INN)

Jigs with soft plastic trailers are a
classic summer crappie lure. The
soft plastic trailer adds a tantaliz-
ing action to the jig, making it ir-
resistible to crappie. Think about
continue to page 34

FREE ONLINE
ww. WVASPOrtsman.net

Shyanne Atkinson reeled in a big
flathead catfish.

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY

» 304-824-3745 .. 4
. Over 57 Years g{lﬁ

Experience

BIRDS ¢ FISH « ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV
ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE




Kawasaki

US 33 East

BUCKHANNON, WV
304-472-4824

www.SUpersmittys.com

KAWASAKI CARES: Read Owner’s Manual and all on-product warnings. Warning: The RIDGE® side x side can be hazardous to operate. For your safety:
Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Never operate under the influence of drugs or alcohol. Avoid excessive speeds and
stunt driving. Be extra careful on difficult terrain. Protect the environment. The Kawasaki RIDGE side x side is an off-highway vehicle only, and is not
designed, equipped or manufactured for use on public streets, roads or highways. © 2025 Kawasaki Motors Corp., US.A.

*RIDGE® XR CREW HVAC models feature 116 horsepower. RIDGE® CREW HVAC models feature 92 horsepower. This vehicle's HP was measured

according to ISO standard 4106. This 1SO standard measures HP differently than the SAE standards by which the horsepower of many cars is EXPLORE
measured, and as a result the referenced HP measurement may be higher than if it were measured by an SAE standard. 6-passenger seating is RIDGE® CREW
available on RIDGE® CREW models only. Seating capacity varies by each RIDGE® XR CREW trim.
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LEESON'S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES « FINANCE « PARTS « SERVICE
www.leesonsmotors.com 320 WeSt Maln Stl’eet
Bridgeport, WV
(304) 842-5469

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV's

it like a juicy worm wiggling
on a hook — it’s hard for crappie
to resist! When using jigs with
soft plastic trailers, make sure
to choose trailers that match the
natural forage in the water. For
example, if you’re fishing in an
area with a lot of shad, use a trail-
er that mimics a shad. You can
also experiment with different jig
weights and retrieval speeds to
see what works best for your spe-
cific fishing spot.
Crankbaits with Bright Colors
Crankbaits are another great op-
tion for summer crappie fishing.
But here’s the thing: you need
to make them stand out. That’s
where bright colors come in.
Crappie are attracted to bright,
bold colors, especially in the
summer when the water is warm
and murky. Look for crankbaits
with bright oranges, yellows, and
greens — these colors are like a
beacon calling out to crappie.
And don’t be afraid to experiment
with different retrieval speeds and
depths to see what works best for

your fishing spot.
Small Minnow-Imitating Lures
Small minnow-imitating lures
are a great option for summer
crappie fishing, especially in ar-
eas with a lot of baitfish. These
lures are designed to mimic the
natural forage in the water, mak-
ing them irresistible to crappie.
When using small minnow-im-
itating lures, make sure to use a
gentle, subtle retrieval. You want
to make it look like the lure is just
swimming along naturally, not
like it’s being pulled by a fisher-
man. This will help you get more
bites and land more crappie.
Effective Presentation Techniques
Whether you’re a seasoned an-
gler or a beginner, mastering ef-
fective presentation techniques
can make all the difference in
catching summer crappie. It’s not
just about throwing a lure into the
water and waiting for a bite; it’s
about understanding the behav-
ior and preferences of your target
species and adapting your presen-
tation accordingly.

CRISS SALES & SERVICE ~ Husqvarna
(304) Shindaiwa
472-1474 & More

s OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV Saws & Trimmers

Lawn & Garden
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CUSTOM ARROWS

Gold Tip Carhbon Crosshow Bolts

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

One Block Off Main Street
34 Rebecca Street

SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

Slowing Down Your Retrieval
When it comes to summer crap-
pie, slow and steady wins the
race. These fish are often slug-
gish in the warmer months, and
fast-moving lures can spook them
easily. Think of it like trying to get
a sleepy cat to wake up and play
— you need to ease into it gradu-
ally. By slowing down your re-
trieval, you’re giving the crappie
a chance to register the presence
of your lure and react to it. This is
especially important when fishing
in areas with heavy vegetation,

continue to page 36

Shawn Stidham brought in a Put-
nam County spring gobbler..



For information about events and activites:
summersvillecvb.com [}

304-619-5539 ¢ Summersville, WV
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where crappie may be hiding and
waiting for an unsuspecting meal
to wander by.
Using a Suspend-Type Rig
A suspend-type rig is a

game-changer for summer crap-
pie fishing. This type of rig allows
your lure to hover tantalizingly
close to the bottom of the wa-
ter, without actually touching it.
This can be irresistible to crappie,
which are naturally curious and
love to investigate unusual ob-
jects in their environment. Imag-
ine you’re at a party and someone
leaves a intriguing-looking pres-
ent on the table — you can’t help
but want to open it, right? That’s
exactly what’s happening when
you use a suspend-type rig; you’re
presenting the crappie with a puz-
zle that’s too enticing to resist.
Fishing at the Right Times

Fishing at the right times is cru-
cial when it comes to catching
summer crappie. The timing of
your fishing trip can make all the
difference between a successful
catch and a disappointing one.
But what are the best times to go
fishing for summer crappie?

NEAR STONEWALL JACKSON LAKE

Quality Inn
2906 US HWY 33
Weston, WV 26542

304-269-7000

* WiFi
* Swimming Pool
* Outside Electric
Hookups

NEW weston Grill & Lounge - By The Motel

Dawn and Dusk for Active Crap-
pie

The early bird catches the worm,
or in this case, the early angler
catches the crappie. Dawn and
dusk are considered the best
times to fish for summer crappie.
During these periods, the water is
usually calm, and the sun is not
too intense, making it ideal for
crappie to be active. The changing
light conditions at dawn and dusk
also trigger the crappie’s feeding
instinct, making them more likely
to bite. Imagine a peaceful lake at
dawn, with the mist slowly lifting
off the water, and you’ll under-
stand why this is a crappie’s fa-
vorite time to feed.

Colton Farley arrowed a nice 9
point buck in Logan County.

Gene Brown hooked an 18” tiger

trout for his first trout ever.
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Bass Sportsman
2025

ENTER
AT THE RAMP

$100 + $10 BIG BASS
7AM.TO 4 PM. FORALL
+ 6 FISH LIMIT Over 12’
» OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES
OPEN TO ALL TEAMS

INFO: 304-482-7217
wvasport@yahoo.com

Stonewall - Vandalia
April 27
Stonewall - Vandalia
May 25
Stonewall - Vandalia
June 22
Stonewall - Vandalia
July 20
Stonewall - Vandalia

August 24

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Ranger & Triton Boats
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Lewis Counwty CVB

stonewallcountry.com
Lodging Info
304-269-7328




GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING
HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING TACKLE

s L TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

pose for his nice gobbler.

* Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms
* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

Chance Broyhill landed a very

healthy largemouth bass. 6522 Tyler nghway
SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175

304-758-2150

DEER PROCESSING
www.facebook.com/mountainsidewv

SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED

Andrew Camp reeled in a long WWWlmountalnS|deWV.C0m

flathead catfish.
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GITNE/ T FISPANHT/UOML LAMS ROCK Intersection of
C ARP/RKDIRTIAPADDLEHP CAVE Rt. 4 & 20
1o RO P KIRIA I NBlOW CEILILIALO IGA R§54k9(321v§§§¥5v
LUsBie YLy oL LR
OVILR TCBA I ERHEDNI DT|CE Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane Exchange
OBSRIURLGITIUTANFEHDB &S K
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H TIPIURHCSTNGFRNBAOB|C|S Check Us Out
TIUJD CEASANAIOESAEL|O|Y www. rockcave.iga.com
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ODCIN SAT LI TIMINC|/AILOMUC|I|Y
M | KO B Y LEGBRGWO|VE| PDR E|BRINANEEERRE:
E AMC J EKOUAGILOGHELILSB|L
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AE/lU T NU|II GIHTAK|I WC|E|T|I HW
L MRP| DEESNIKPMUPR IIOA|Y
C GAF LATHEADGTRET SYOW
Skipjack « Brook ¢ Rainbow ¢ Tiger ¢ Frog ¢ Oyster « Channel ¢ Eel
Grub ¢ Largemouth « Spotted « Walleye « Carp « Mermaid ¢ Black
Whale ¢ Pan ¢ Sunfish « Muscle * Toad ¢ Paddle * Golden » White
Muskellunge * Rock ¢ Shark « Smallmouth « Barracuda * Smelt
Trout « Minnow ¢ Crab « Drum  Hybrid ¢ Bluegill ¢ Lobster Gar
- Tanner Justice-Humphreys had gob-
Look Up - Down - Across - Dlagona”y bler success with a huge turkey.

LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

CLIP OUT TO MAIL We are looking for LARGE fish & game

pictures from 2025.
NO Send Photo To:

| Name

|
| Address :
|

. T WVS
ciy % DOES po Boxss21
| State Zip | T Vienna, WV
| Fish Pound oz | TEXT 325721[7 26105
!_Dfr_ S ghi —— _#Po_ints_T_ _! Photos Will Be Returned E-mail anSport@gma”Com

Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman - Details Are On Page 3 - Low Rates
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NEW LARGER STORE

OVER 1,100 GUNS IN STOCK

RMTP is the mountain region’s premier
one stop gun shop. We sell, buy, trade,
and pawn new and used guns and offer
gun repair services as well. We have
over 1,100 guns in stock and have the
areas largest selection of ammo. We
recently purchased Wheeler’s Guns &
Ammo and increased our inventory.

LOTS OF AMMO

Open: Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm
Sat 9am to 2pm Closed Sunday

Anaconda & Python

“SNAKE”
GUNS IN STOCK

Type 7 FFL

GUN REPAIR
WE PAWN GUNS

NEW & USED GUNS

View Us On richmountaintrading.com

FACEBOOK

RICH MOUNTAIN

~ TRADING & PAWN ~
ON THE 5 LANE
25 MIDWAY LOOP

ELKINS, WV
304-642-7399

July/Aug 2025 ~ Page 39



Q@ Ripley

134 Bullfrog Road
Ripley, WV 25271
304-372-1323

V3 MEYER'S RV

@ Mt. Motrris

102 Free Soil Road,
Mt. Morris, PA 15349
878-223-1340
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SRINKLEY Enulchmen’ @ EMBER = esrrives
GRAND ;" DESIGN = PRIMETIME

NORTHEAST’S LARGEST FAMILY
OWNED DEALER NETWORK

CALEDONIA, NY * FARMINGTON, NY « WEBSTER, NY « BATH, NY « SYRACUSE, NY
* ALBANY, NY « HARRISBURG, PA « APOLLO, PA + MT. MORRIS, PA « SAYRE, PA

* BRANCHVILLE, NJ - ELLWOOD CITY, PA - MADISON, OH - JOPPA, MD - RIPLEY, WV

MEYERSRVS.COM
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