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  Michael Ramey (on the left) of 
Poca set a new state weight re-
cord for blue catfish after catch-
ing a 71-pound, 50.23-inch 
fish on May 9 while fishing the 
Ohio River in Jackson County. 
Ramey caught the fish using cut 
bait on a 100-pound test line. 
The catch surpasses the previ-
ous state weight record of 69.45 
pounds established in 2023 by 
Michael John Drake. 

Huge Selection
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Chain Saws • Mowers
Weed Eater & More

Now
Selling
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Ammo
Knives

Mon - Fri 9-5
Sat 9-4

Hart’s Pro Hardware
616 Elk Street

Gassaway, WV 26624
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Dewalt/Milwaukee Tools

Welding • 3D Printing
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Zak Roper, from Fayette Co., 
caught a 6.46 lb, 25.45 inch red-
horse sucker at Kanawha Falls.

www.revelles.com

200+ Campsites • All Utilities 
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout
Tube Rentals
Cable TV

     US Rt 33
9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023

Revelle’s

Revelle’s

Three New Fish Records in WV

82 year old Donnie Workman, 
from Nicholas Co., landed a 
13.32 lb., 29.8 inch tiger trout at 
Summit Lake.  It had been out of 
the water for some time.  

continue to the next page
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CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The 
West Virginia Division of Natu-
ral Resources (WVDNR) today 
announced that three new state 
fishing records have been broken, 
highlighting the exceptional fish-
ing opportunities available across 
the state as anglers head into the 
summer.
  The record-breaking catches 
include a 71-pound blue catfish 
caught on the Ohio River in Jack-
son County, a 13.32-pound tiger 
trout caught at Summit Lake and 
a 6.46-pound redhorse sucker 
caught at Kanawha Falls.
  “These incredible catches high-
light the outstanding fishing op-
portunities that West Virginia has 
to offer,” said WVDNR Director 
Brett McMillion. “From scenic 
lakes to iconic river destinations, 

anglers can find excellent fishing 
experiences all across our state. 
We encourage everyone to get 
outside, cast a line and enjoy West 
Virginia’s waters this summer. 
You never know when you might 
reel in a record-breaker.”
RECORD BLUE CATFISH
  Michael Ramey of Poca set a 
new state weight record for blue 
catfish after catching a 71-pound, 
50.23-inch fish on May 9 while 
fishing the Ohio River in Jack-
son County. Ramey caught the 
fish using cut bait on a 100-pound 
test line. The catch surpasses the 
previous state weight record of 
69.45 pounds established in 2023 
by Michael John Drake. The new 

State
Record

State
Record



Quality Inn
2906 US HWY 33

Weston, WV 26542

304-269-7000

• WiFi
• Swimming Pool
• Outside Electric

   Hookups

NEW Weston Grill & Lounge - By The Motel

NEAR STONEWALL JACKSON LAKE
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was verified by WVDNR fisheries 
biologists Nate Taylor and Drew 
Carter from the District 6 office in 
Parkersburg. Justin Connor con-
tinues to hold the state blue cat-
fish length record at 51.49 inches 
from the Kanawha River.
RECORD REDHORSE SUCK-
ER
  Zachary “Zak” Roper of Fay-
ette County set a new state record 
for redhorse sucker after catch-
ing a 6.46-pound, 25.43-inch 
fish on May 7 at Kanawha Falls. 
Roper caught the fish using corn 
on 15-pound test line. The catch 
surpasses the previous record of 
5.75 pounds and 24.57 inches es-
tablished in April 2025 by Jason 
Floyd at the Belleville Lock and 
Dam. The record was officially 
verified by WVDNR District 4 
fisheries biologist Cory Hartman.
RECORD TIGER TROUT
  Donnie Workman of Nicholas 
County set a new state record 
for tiger trout on April 26 while 
fishing at Summit Lake. The fish 
weighed 13.32 pounds and mea-
sured 29.80 inches in length. 
Workman caught the tiger trout 

using meal worms and orange 
salmon eggs on 8-pound test line. 
The record was officially verified 
by WVDNR District 4 fisheries 
biologist Cory Hartman.
  Anglers who believe they have 
caught a state record fish should 
keep the fish alive in a livewell, 
chilled on ice or wrapped in plas-
tic wrap and frozen, then contact 
their local WVDNR district office 

for official weight and length ver-
ification.
  To learn more about state record 
categories, anglers may consult 
the West Virginia Fishing Regu-
lations Summary at WVdnr.gov/
fishing-regulations. Information 
about the Trophy Fish Citation 
and Master Angler programs is 
also available in the regulations 
summary.

Young Allen Plum hooked a 6 lb. 
rainbow.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

      Lick Run Hunt Club is located in Webster County, West 
Virginia and encompasses over 8000 acres near the community 
of Hacker Valley.  The Club is home to deer, turkey, bear and 
squirrel.  Our members are invited to stay and camp and enjoy 
the many activities within the Club as well as the surrounding 
areas.  Lick Run Hunt Club emphasizes the outdoor experience 
in a private setting with beautiful mountain scenery. 

The annual membership fee is $500.00 and includes 
everyone in your immediate family, living at home, 

under the age of 22.
• Year Round Camper Space & ATV use.

• Nearby Fishing Opportunities.  Family Fun.

www.lickrunhuntclub.com

To Join The Club For 2024 Contact:
(304) 688-8336 Myron Boggess   mboggess@pffwv.org

           An Application Form Is Also On Our Website

Immediate OPENINGS LEFT - Get In For The 2025 Season 
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CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The 
West Virginia Division of Natu-
ral Resources (WVDNR) today 
announced the following changes 
to boating regulations, effective 
immediately:
  Over 10 hp motorboats are now 
permitted to operate at no wake 
speed on Elk Fork, North Bend, 
O’Brien, Stonecoal and Wood-
rum Lakes. The same regulation 
is continuing for the Upper Mud 
River Lake. 
No special permits are required.
   Any vessel with an electric mo-
tor must operate at no wake speed 
on an electric motor only im-
poundment.
 These changes were approved 
by the West Virginia Legislature 
during the 2026 Regular Session. 
For more information on boating 
safety and regulations, visit wvd-
nr.gov/lands-waters/boating.

Phillip and Adam Maltemple doubled up on turkeys in Summers Co.

Removal Of Horse-
power Restrictions 
on Several 10 HP  

Lakes In WV

www.wvasportsman.net
ONLINE FOR FREE
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  Earth is home to more than one 
million known animal species, 
each representing an ancient tome 
of biological trivia. Much of this 
random knowledge gets lost in 
the ether, leaving us to speculate 

Interesting Animal Information

Jay Harman has a couple of Stone-
wall Jackson tournament bass.

about things like dinosaur divorce 
rates or amphibian dance moves. 
But we still catch an awful lot, 
providing us with plenty of in-
teresting—if not always action-
able—facts about our fellow fau-
na.
  The list of amazing animal facts 
below is a tribute to such trivia. 
From extinct penguins to new-
ly identified wasps, these tidbits 
reflect the depth of our species' 
curiosity about nature and our 
skill in shedding new light on it. 
As you peruse these facts, imag-
ine all that went into discovering 
each one. We embrace their ran-
domness here, but most hail from 
a robust body of knowledge about 
the animal in question.
  So, without further ado, here are 

CJ Hayes reeled in a huge flathead 
catfish from the Kanawha River.

36 weird animal facts that may in-
terest you.
1. Octopuses have three hearts. 
One pumps blood around the 
body, while the other two pump it 
to the gills. Oh, and that blood is 



Largest lake in the region (27 acres)
Stocked monthly (catfish in warm months, trout in cold months)
Minutes off the interstate with Ample parking
Shoreline fishing / kayaks are permitted
Accessible dock, kayak dock
July-August catfish tournaments
On-site bait shop

Ridenour Lake - Nitro, WV

NitroCVB.com

June/July 2026 ~ Page 8

continue to page 11

Lisa Wolfe, from Charleston, has 
a PB rainbow trout - 23”. 

Nick Pahoundis has the big bass - 
4 lb. 15 oz. at a tournament.

 blue, thanks to high copper lev-
els!
2. Owls don't have eyeballs. They 
have eye tubes.
3. Polar bears have black skin, 
which helps them absorb heat 
from the sun to stay warm in an 
Arctic climate, and it likely pro-
tects the bears from harmful UV 
rays.

4. A human brain operates on 
about 15 watts.
5. Butterflies can taste with their 
feet, using something called che-
moreceptors to help them identify 
plants. Females select the cor-
rect leaf on which to lay eggs by 
"drumming" it with their feet to 
release juices.
6. Animals with smaller bodies 
and faster metabolism see in slow 
motion.
7. Dogs' sense of smell is about 
100,000 times stronger than hu-
mans', but they have just one-
sixth our number of taste buds.
8. Reindeer eyeballs turn blue in 
winter to help them see at lower 
light levels. (They're golden-col-
ored in summer.) No other mam-
mals are known to have this abil-
ity.
9. A single strand of spider silk 
is thinner than a human hair but 

also five times stronger than steel 
of the same width. A rope just 2 
inches thick could reportedly stop 
a Boeing 747.
10. The claws of a mantis shrimp 
can accelerate as quickly as a 
.22-caliber bullet. Scientists must 
keep them in thick plastic tanks 
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96 Outdoor Plaza
Ripley, WV 25271
304-373-0400

OVER
4,000

GUNS
IN STOCK

bridgeport equipment and tool ripley
www.bridgeportequip.com
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CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
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NEWARK, WV
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 because their punches can break 
glass.
11. A sea lion is the first nonhu-
man mammal with a proven abili-
ty to keep a beat. Scientists trained 
a female sea lion named Ronan to 
do it, and she then showed she 
could transfer that skill to a song 
with a different beat that she had 
not heard before.
12. Squirrels can't burp or vomit, 
nor can any other rodent, which 
is why rat poison is so effective; 
other mammals tend to expel any 
toxic substance they ingest.
13. The extinct colossus penguin 
stood as tall as LeBron James.
14. Honeybees can flap their 
wings 200 times every second.
15. A type of "immortal" jellyfish 
can cheat death indefinitely.
16. Cats and horses are highly 
susceptible to black widow ven-
om, but dogs are relatively resis-
tant. Sheep and rabbits are appar-
ently immune.
17. Sharks kill fewer than 10 peo-
ple per year. Humans kill about 
100 million sharks per year. They 
should be much more scared of us 
than we are of them.
18. Tardigrades are extremely 
durable microscopic animals that 

exist all over Earth. They can sur-
vive any of the following: 300 
degrees Fahrenheit (149 Celsius), 
-458 degrees F (-272 C), the vac-
uum of space, pressure six times 
stronger than the ocean floor, and 
more than a decade without food.
19. Wild dolphins call each oth-
er by name. They let out a unique 
whistle to identify each other and 
will respond if they hear their call 
played back.
20. Young goats pick up accents 
from each other, joining humans, 
bats, and whales as mammals 
known to adjust their vocal sounds 
to fit into a new social group.

John Bryan, from Wood Co,. 
brought in a nice wild turkey.

21. Humpback whale songs 
spread like "cultural ripples from 
one population to another."
22. Elephants have a specific 
alarm call that means "human."
23. There's a place on Earth where 
seagulls prey on right whales. 

They dive-bomb the calves com-
ing up to breathe air and take bites 
of blubber from their backs. The 
calves' skin is thinner than adults', 
and they have to come up for air 
more frequently, making them 
more exposed and vulnerable to 
attack.
24. Horses use facial expressions 
to communicate with each oth-
er. Researchers have identified 
17 discrete facial movements in 
horses.
25. Azara's owl monkeys are more 
monogamous than humans. They 
live together as families, with two 
parents and offspring, for up to 
nine years or when one of the par-
ents dies. Fathers are highly in-
volved in caring for their young.
26. Male gentoo and Adelie pen-
guins "propose" to females by 
giving them a pebble. These are 
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Dana Brown took his big boat to 
Stonecoal Lake for a quality bass.

Jack Comp, from Reedsville, 
hooked a huge largemouth bass.

precious because the penguins 
use them to build their nests, and 
they can be hard to find along the 
barren Antarctic shoreline. If the 
female accepts the pebble, the 
pair bonds and mates for life.
27. Barn owls are generally mo-
nogamous, but about 25% of mat-
ed pairs "divorce." They do so if 
breeding is unsuccessful.
28. African buffalo herds display 
voting behavior, in which indi-
viduals register their travel pref-
erence by standing up, looking in 
one direction, and then lying back 
down. Only adult females can 
vote.
29. If a honeybee keeps wag-
gle-dancing in favor of an unpop-
ular nesting site, other workers 
headbutt her to help the colony 
reach a consensus.
30. The bone-house wasp stuffs 
the walls of its nest with dead 

ants.
31. Less time separates the exis-
tence of humans and the Tyranno-
saurus rex than the T-rex and the 
Stegosaurus.
32. Animals have some unusu-
al group names. For instance, a 
group of parrots is known as a 

pandemonium. Buffalo form an 
"obstinacy" and rhinoceroses a 
"crash." You may have heard of 
a "murder" of crows, but what 
about an "exaltation" of larks?
33. Warmer weather causes more 
turtles to be born female than 
male.
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Cliff Jones hooked a 40 pound 
blue catfish on the river.

continue to the next page

Fishing For Catfish In A River
 Catfish are bottom-dwellers, of-
ten found near structure and areas 
with slower-moving water within 
the river system. They have an ex-
cellent sense of smell and vibra-
tion, which they use to find food. 
Understanding their preferred 
spots is the first step to success.
  Finding catfish in a river in-
volves looking for specific types 
of underwater terrain and current 
breaks. Catfish aren’t typical-
ly found in the fastest parts of a 
river. Instead, they seek out areas 
where they can conserve energy 
while still ambushing prey.
Key Areas for Catfish in Rivers:
  Eddies and Slack Water: These 
are areas behind obstacles like 
fallen trees, bridge pilings, large 
rocks, or river bends where the 

current slows down significantly. 
Catfish rest and wait for food to 
drift by.
  Holes and Depressions: Deeper 
sections of the river, especially 
those with a soft bottom, are at-
tractive to catfish. They offer cov-
er and a stable environment.
  Undercut Banks: Banks that have 
been eroded by the water, creating 
an overhang, provide excellent 
shade and protection. Catfish will 
often hold tight to these areas.
  Channel Edges: The transition 
zone between the main channel 
and shallower flats can be a pro-
ductive spot. Catfish move be-
tween these areas to feed.

  Docks and Boating Structures:    
Man-made structures offer shade, 
cover, and often attract baitfish, 
making them magnets for catfish.
Areas Downstream of Obstruc-
tions: Anything that disrupts the 
current can create a feeding zone 
for catfish. Fallen trees, large 
boulders, and even boat wrecks 
can hold fish.
  Confluences: Where two rivers 
or a creek meets a larger river, the 
changes in water flow, tempera-
ture, and oxygen levels can attract 
catfish.
  Deciphering Current and Catfish 
Presence:



THE BOW SHOP
HOYT • MATHEWS • DIAMOND • BOWTECH • MISSION • PSE • DARTON

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

304-622-8440
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Dustin Dennis spotted a big bass 
with his Solar Bat sungalasses.continue to page 16

Bass Sportsman
Team Bass Tournament

September 
12 & 13

$125 Entry - Covers Both Days  

$10 Daily Big Bass = $145 Total
Big Bass Pays 2 Places Daily*

No Late Fee Entering At Ramp

Stonewall 
Classic

VANDALIA RAMP

7AM - 4PM
Both Days

• 6 FISH LIMIT
ALL 6 CAN BE OVER 18”

• Complete Rules Given
At Event

Mail In $20 By 9/8 To 
Hold Boat Number

Pay The CASH 
Balance At The Ramp

Mail to:  Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105

Name______________________

Partner_____________________

One Phone #________________

Stonewall Classic ______

Lewis County Visitors Bureau
Lodging Info 304-269-7328
Quality Inn & Restaurant
Weston, WV 304-269-7000
Wright’s Riverside Marine
St. Marys, WV 304-684-2850

$1,000
Guaranteed

1st Place

  I 79 Exit 96 - 6 Miles Out

Mail
$20

ENTER NOW
• Hold Your Boat Number

Clip Out And Mail In - $20TOURNAMENT INFO - 304-482-7217

36 Boat
Limit

16th
Annual

Confluences: Where two rivers or 
a creek meets a larger river, the 
changes in water flow, tempera-
ture, and oxygen levels can attract 
catfish.
Deciphering Current and Catfish 
Presence:
  The presence and speed of the 
current play a crucial role. While 
catfish can handle some current, 
they prefer to position themselves 
out of the main force. Look for 
subtle breaks in the current where 
they can hold. This might be a 
slight eddy forming behind a sub-

merged log or the calmer water 
just off the main flow. Learning 
to read the water surface can tell 
you a lot about what’s happening 
beneath. Ripples, smooth patches, 
and swirls can all indicate under-
water structure or changes in flow 
that might be holding fish.
The Arsenal: Best Bait for River 
Catfish
  The choice of bait is paramount 
when river fishing for catfish. 
Their keen sense of smell means 
that strong, pungent baits are 
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www.7riversmarine.com

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

YAMAHA 
SUZUKI

OUTBOARD
Authorized

Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

Logan Spelock landed a big flat-
head from the Kanawha River.

NEW & USED GUNS
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Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

303-273-5961

BUY • SELL • TRADE • LOAN

continue to the next page

ily consume. The natural move-
ment and scent are irresistible to 
them.
Top Live Baits for River Catfish:
   Worms: Earthworms are a clas-
sic for a reason. They are readi-
ly available and appeal to a wide 
range of catfish species. Red wig-
glers or nightcrawlers are excel-
lent choices.
 Minnows/Shad: Small, lively 
minnows or shad are dynamite 
for larger catfish, especially blues 
and flatheads. Hook them through 
the back or lips to keep them alive 
and wiggling.
 Crawfish: Both live and dead 
crawfish can be very effective, 
particularly for flathead catfish. 
The scent and texture are highly 
appealing.
 Leeches: In some regions, leech-
es are a highly sought-after bait 
for catfish due to their strong 
scent and erratic movement.
 Stinky and Savory: Prepared 
Baits
 When live bait isn’t an option or 
you’re looking for convenience, 
prepared baits can be incredibly 
effective, especially for channel 
catfish. These baits are designed 
to release a potent scent into the 
water.

Popular Prepared Catfish Baits:
  Punch Baits: These are soft, 
dough-like baits often packaged 
in tubs. They are designed to stick 
to a treble hook and release a 
strong odor. Flavors like chicken 
liver, cheese, and blood are pop-

ular.
 Scented Dough Balls: Similar to 
punch baits, these are moldable 
baits infused with strong attrac-
tants. They are easy to use and 
can be molded to fit your hook.



BBERRY’SERRY’S  CCAMPGROUNDAMPGROUND
Overnight Camping

New River Road
Hinton, WV

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890

(cell)

WiFI
Lounge

Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing

Catamaran Rentals
Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199
www.berrycampground.com   berryscampground@gmail.com

Fluid Kayaks - Golf Carts
By Pass SalesBy Pass Sales

Lots Of Fishing Tackle - Southern WV’s Kayak Dealer
308 Hinton Bypass  Hinton, WV  304-309-3800
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Jim Barnard got a big bearded 
gobbler in Tyler County.

and Country Store

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
1 1/2  Miles On The Right

Broken Wheel Campground
Fishing 
 Hunting
Supplies

304-269-6097

Gifts - Game Room 
- Playground

Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

I-79  Exit 96
Weston, WV

  Chicken Liver: A universal-
ly recognized catfish attractant. 
Chicken liver, especially when 
slightly aged for a stronger smell, 
is incredibly effective for channel 
catfish.
  Beef Hearts/Kidneys: The dense, 
bloody nature of these organs 
makes them a powerful attractant 
for larger catfish.
The Power of “Catfish Dough” 
and Homemade Attractants
  Many anglers have their se-
cret recipes for catfish bait. 
These often involve a blend of 
strong-smelling ingredients.
Crafting Your Own Catfish Bait:
  Many successful river catfish 
strategies involve experimenting 
with homemade baits. A common 
base might include:
Flour or Cornmeal: Acts as a 
binder.
Cheese (Sharp Cheddar, Lim-
burger): Provides a potent, fer-
mented scent.
Garlic Powder/Onion Powder: 
Adds aromatic appeal.
Chicken Liver or Fish Scraps: For 

a meaty, bloody scent.
Pet Food (Tuna/Salmon Flavored 
Kibble): When moistened, it can 
create a strong, oily scent trail.
Mix these ingredients to a dough-
like consistency. The key is a 
strong, pungent odor that will 
travel in the water.
Rigs for River Catfish: Setting the 
Hook
  The right rig is essential for pre-
senting your bait effectively and 

ensuring a good hook-up rate. 
Catfish rigs for rivers need to be 
robust enough to handle the pull 
of a large catfish and the demands 
of river currents.
Simple and Effective: Carolina 
Rig
  The Carolina rig is a staple for 
catching catfish in current. It’s de-
signed to keep your bait slightly 
off the bottom, preventing it from 

continue to the next page



Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of

St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department

2026 Boats In Stock
Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes

Pontoon • Bass Boats
Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

• Food & Beverages
• Convenience Items
Everything you need for

a day on the water!
372-9697

Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 
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Aiden Compton bagged a nice 
Ritchie County wild turkey.

FREE ONLINE    WWW.wvasportsman.net     Back Issues Back To 2006

• Fiberglass
• Aluminum
• Pontoon

getting snagged and allowing the 
scent to disperse.
Components of a Carolina Rig:
  Sinker: A heavy egg sinker or 
bell sinker (1 oz to 4 oz, depend-
ing on current).
Bead: A large plastic bead to pro-
tect the knot from the sinker.
Swivel: A heavy-duty barrel swiv-
el to prevent line twist.

Leader Line: 12-24 inches of 
monofilament or fluorocarbon 
line, 20-60 lb test depending on 
target species.
Hook: A strong, sharp circle hook 
or Kahle hook, size 1/0 to 6/0.
How to Tie a Carolina Rig:
  Thread your main fishing line 
through the sinker, then the bead.
Tie the bead to the swivel using 

a strong knot (e.g., Improved 
Clinch Knot).
Tie your leader line to the other 
end of the swivel.
Tie your hook to the end of the 
leader line.
Bait the hook, ensuring it’s pre-
sented naturally.
Bounce and Drift: Slip Sinker Rig
  Another popular rig for river 
fishing for catfish, the slip sinker 
rig allows the fish to take the bait 
without feeling the weight of the 
sinker immediately.
Components of a Slip Sinker Rig:
Sinker: A worm or flat-line sinker 
that can slide freely on your main 
line.
Stopper/Bobber Stop: Placed 

continue to page 20



Ohio River Outdoors LLC
On Facebook

HUGEHUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle Selection Of Fishing Tackle

SMUTTY DOG • LEOPARDIS  CRANE 
• TYRANT  • LLUNGEN • BITE BACK

JONES • BOGGS • MYERS
COBB’S • RED OCTOBER 

HOTTAIL & MORE

           WV’s Largest Tackle Store

LIVE BAITLIVE BAIT
Minnows • Worms • Mealworms

Rapala • Molix • X Zone • Keitech • Strike King • Berkely • Storm
13 Fishing • KW • Yamamoto • Yum • Rebel • Bandit • 6th Sense

Bomber • Megabass • Jackall • Havoc • Net Bait • Z Man • Gamakatsu
VMC • Savage Gear • Bio Bait • Live Target • Crunchcity • Roboworm
Goggan • Lunkerhunt • Sufix • Lucky Strike • Reaction • KVD • Rage
Zoom • FYAO • Missle • Venom • Gulp • Seagar • P Line • & MORE!

  Trout Reels • Rods • Tackle
Gun Accessories • Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Just Outside Of Parkersburg

13520 Emerson Ave.
Williamstown, WV 26187   

On RT. 2 
3.3 Miles From I77 Emerson Ave Exit 304-916-1800

RODS:  MOLIX • LEW’S 
CASHION • BERKLEY

FENWICK • ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO • G LOOMIS • HALO

MADKATZ - ST. CROIX
PENN • DAIWA • OUTLAW

OVER OVER 
4,0004,000
RODSRODS

PLASTICSPLASTICS

TROUTTROUT

220 Feet Of220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURESMUSKY LURES

LINELINE

COOLERSCOOLERS

CRANKBAITSCRANKBAITS

REELSREELS

OPEN - 7 Days A Week
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FFS
LARGE SELECTON
FORWARD FACING

SONAR BAITS

New Products InNew Products In



• A/C
• TV - DVD
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINSLAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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Avery Starkey shot a pie bald tur-
key - lots of white in the wings.

Jeff Freuler had a nice nature pose 
with his WV gobbler.

New & Used Guns
Fishing Tackle

OUTDOOR
304

1095 Crim Ave.
Belington, WV

304-704-9371
Deer Corn

PAWN

Free Online
ww.wvasportsman.net

• Check It Out
• Back Issues From

  2006 To Now
• Better Viewing
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above the sinker to control how 
far the bait can drift.
Swivel: Connects the main line to 
the leader.
Leader Line: Similar to the Caro-
lina rig.
Hook: Strong and sharp.
How to Tie a Slip Sinker Rig:
Thread your main line through the 
sinker.
Thread a bobber stop onto the line, 
then the sinker. Slide the bobber 
stop to the desired distance above 
the sinker.
Tie the main line to one end of the 
swivel.
Tie your leader line to the other 
end of the swivel.

Attach your hook to the leader.
For the Lunkers: Circle Hooks
 Circle hooks are highly recom-
mended for catfish fishing. They 
are designed to slide into the cor-
ner of the fish’s mouth, leading to 
fewer gut-hooked fish and higher 
survival rates for released fish. 
When a catfish takes the bait and 
swims away, the circle hook natu-
rally sets itself.
Catfish Lures for Rivers? It’s 
More About Scent!
  While the term “lures” usually 

refers to artificial baits, when it 
comes to catfish lures for rivers, 
the closest equivalent is some-
thing that mimics natural prey 
with scent and vibration. This 
often means using bait rigs that 
incorporate scent enhancers or 
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New & Used 

UTVs, ATVs and Motorcycles! 
Now with two locations to serve you better! 

 

 

 

 
137 Nelson Road 

Thomas, WV 
681-228-9077 

 

 
108 Chemistry Drive 

Elkins, WV 
304-636-7732 

www.elkinsmotorsports.net 
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April/May 2025 ~ Page 21June/July 2026 ~ Page 21

Come TEST DRIVE One at Elkins Motorsports
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We deliver inflatables throughout Ohio and West Virginia. Delivery fees may apply to cer-
tain areas. Our local coverage area includes; Parkersburg, Vienna, Mineral Wells, Marietta, 

Williamstown, Ripley, Ravenswood, Saint Marys, Ellenboro, Harrisville, Pennsboro, Sis-
tersville, New Martinsville, Middlebourne, Athens and the surrounding areas. Delivery fees 
may apply to areas outside the Parkersburg area. Don't see your city listed? For a delivery 

quote, call 304.834.5063.

304-834-5063
thomasfamilyentertainment.com
Inflatables • Carnival Games

Trackless Train • Concessions
Dunk Tank • Rock Wall
Foam Party • Lazer Tag

Bungee Trampoline • Mini Golf
Carnival Rides & More

  Check Us Out Online!
CAMPER RENTAL

Bass Sportsman
       2026
     ENTER AT
    THE RAMP
     TOURNAMENTS

$100 + $10 BIG BASS
7 A.M. TO 4 P.M. 

• 6 FISH LIMIT - 12” or Bigger
• OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES

OPEN TO ALL TEAMS
INFO: 304-482-7217
Stonewall - Vandalia

April 19
Stonewall - Vandalia

May 17
Stonewall - Vandalia
June 21  7am - 3pm
Stonewall - Vandalia

July 19
Stonewall - Vandalia

August 16
Stonewall Vandalia

October 11
Wright’s Riverside Marine

Ranger & Triton Boats

                    St. Marys, WV
                    304-684-2850

Lewis County CVB
stonewallcountry.com

Quality Inn
Weston, WV  304-269-7000
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above the sinker to control how 
far the bait can drift.
Swivel: Connects the main line to 
the leader.
Leader Line: Similar to the Car-
olina rig.
Hook: Strong and sharp.
How to Tie a Slip Sinker Rig:
Thread your main line through 
the sinker.
Thread a bobber stop onto the 
line, then the sinker. Slide the 
bobber stop to the desired dis-
tance above the sinker.
Tie the main line to one end of 
the swivel.
Tie your leader line to the other 

end of the swivel.
Attach your hook to the leader.
For the Lunkers: Circle Hooks
  Circle hooks are highly recom-
mended for catfish fishing. They 
are designed to slide into the cor-
ner of the fish’s mouth, leading to 
fewer gut-hooked fish and higher 
survival rates for released fish. 
When a catfish takes the bait and 
swims away, the circle hook nat-
urally sets itself.
  While the term “lures” usually 
refers to artificial baits, when it 
comes to catfish lures for rivers, 
the closest equivalent is some-
thing that mimics natural prey 
with scent and vibration. This 
often means using bait rigs that 
incorporate scent enhancers or 
artificial baits designed to mimic 
worms or fish with a strong scent.
Scented Artificial Worms: Some 
artificial worms are infused with 
strong catfish attractants and have 
a wiggling action that can appeal 
to catfish.
Scent Additives: Many anglers 
will add liquid or paste scent at-
tractants to their artificial baits or 
even natural baits to boost their 
appeal.

Masterful Techniques for River 
Catfish
  Successful catfish fishing tech-
niques in a river involve more 
than just casting and waiting. It’s 
about actively presenting your 
bait and being in the right place 
at the right time.

Thomas Davis used a glide crank-
bait for a New River musky.



Where Legends 
are Made

Boyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best 

musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut 

stone masonry building in North America. Home to 

West Virginia’s largest yard sale. 18 championship 

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest 

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your 

next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT 

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM

S T O N E W A L L  L A K E  &  R E S O R T

W V U  J A C K S O N ’ S  M I L L

S T O N E C O A L  L A K E

T R A N S - A L L E G H E N Y  L U N A T I C  A S Y L U M

Lewis County CVB on Facebook     or    www.stonewallcountry.com    304-269-7328

STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT
WVU JACKSON’S MILL
STONECOAL LAKE
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT
          STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
               304-269-7328

June/July 2026 ~ Page 23



DEER PROCESSINGDEER PROCESSING

6522 Tyler Highway
SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175

304-758-2150

www.facebook.com/mountainsidewv

www.mountainsidewv.com

GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING
HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING TACKLE
TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

* Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms
* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED
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Alex Starcher hooked a large 
rainbow trout this spring.

Brantley Arbogast has a youth 
turkey.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Ashley Wayne used a compound 
bow for a Braxton Co. buck.
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Stop By Soon While These Used Sale Units Are Available - Many Other RV’s Are On Sale Too!
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WARNING: CFMOTO recreational vehicles are intended for off-road use only, and can be hazardous to operate. Read Owner’s Manual and all product labels before operating. 
Never operate on paved roads. Operators and passengers must wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Operators must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s 
license. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. Always use seat belts, cab netting and doors (if equipped). Never operate under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Avoid excessive speed and sharp turns, and never engage in stunt driving. Check state and local laws before operating on trails. Take a safety training course before operating. 
Contact your CFMOTO dealer for more information, call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887, or go to www.atvsafety.org. ©2025 Zhejiang CFMOTO Power Co., Ltd.

experience more together

You’re preparing for a big hunt in big country. Better hunt down a big value 
first. The all-new U10 Pro utility side-by-side delivers big capacity with a 
powerful 963cc V-twin, 1,000-lb. dumping cargo box, and a 3-person bench 
seat. Throw in standard features like electronic power steering, a 4,500 lb. 
winch, aluminum rims, roof, and a large CFMOTO RideSync™ TFT display. 
Now that’s what you call a big value. 
And if you want to add accessories, stop 
by our store and find out how. 

U10 PRO

*Plus freight and setup.

$16,999*
MSRP

$17,449*
CAMO MODEL MSRP

U10 PRO

*Plus freight and setup.

$16,999*
MSRP

$17,449*
CAMO MODEL MSRP

R  STROPSREWOP & RETNECREPUS VR S'YO
3  ekiP ylreveB 734
E snikl , WV 2  1426

1  moc.vrsyor.www 7967-744-008-

www.roysrv.com
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Never operate on paved roads. Operators and passengers must wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Operators must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s 
license. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. Always use seat belts, cab netting and doors (if equipped). Never operate under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
Avoid excessive speed and sharp turns, and never engage in stunt driving. Check state and local laws before operating on trails. Take a safety training course before operating. 
Contact your CFMOTO dealer for more information, call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887, or go to www.atvsafety.org. ©2025 Zhejiang CFMOTO Power Co., Ltd.

experience more together

You’re preparing for a big hunt in big country. Better hunt down a big value 
first. The all-new U10 Pro utility side-by-side delivers big capacity with a 
powerful 963cc V-twin, 1,000-lb. dumping cargo box, and a 3-person bench 
seat. Throw in standard features like electronic power steering, a 4,500 lb. 
winch, aluminum rims, roof, and a large CFMOTO RideSync™ TFT display. 
Now that’s what you call a big value. 
And if you want to add accessories, stop 
by our store and find out how. 

U10 PRO

*Plus freight and setup.

$16,999*
MSRP

$17,449*
CAMO MODEL MSRP
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*Plus freight and setup.
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 2017 Keystone 272BHS RV    $16,359

 2024 Coachmen 26BH     $17,899  2016 Forest River Pop Up    $5,899

 2012 Jayco 17Z     $9,359

Many New
RVs On 

SALE 
NOW

Many Used
RVs & UTVs 

Available
NOW



RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco
     Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More

Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc

Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAITLIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 6PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

GUNS
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SPORTING GOODS • PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS • FISHING • AMMO

MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK
69 N. MAIN ST.

PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN 

EJ Shreve has a 24 1/2 lb. wild 
turkey.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

continue to the next page

Harry Dalton caught a 24” rain-
bow trout.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

 Bluegill are one of the most 
popular panfish in North Ameri-
ca. They’re feisty, plentiful, and 
great for anglers of all skill levels. 
Whether you’re fishing for fun 
or planning a fish fry, catching 
bluegill can be both rewarding 
and enjoyable. Here’s everything 
you need to know to reel in these 
scrappy fighters.
1. UNDERSTANDING BLUE-
GILL HABITS
  One of the key factors in learn-
ing how to catch bluegill is under-
standing where they like to hang 
out. Bluegill are known for their 
preference for warm, sheltered 
waters and areas with plenty of 

Catching Bluegill

cover. Here are some of the best 
places to find bluegill:
  Warm, Shallow Waters: Bluegill 
thrive in ponds, lakes, slow-mov-
ing rivers, and streams, especial-
ly where water temperatures are 
higher. Shallow coves and back-
waters are particularly produc-
tive, especially during spring and 
early summer.
  Weed Beds and Structure: Blue-

gill love hiding in dense vege-
tation, submerged logs, docks, 
piers, and brush piles. These areas 
provide shelter from predators 
and abundant food sources. Cast 
near lily pads, cattails, and sub-
merged brush for the best results.
Depth Changes: During spawn-
ing, look for drop-offs adjacent 
to shallow waters. Bluegill often 



WE BUY LAND
AND

MINERAL RIGHTS

Locally Owned 304.623.LAND TenmileLand.com
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235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379

email: info@hillbillyhaven.comemail: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.comwebsite: www.hillbillyhaven.com

First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91

one mile south on US 19 towards lake
Call or visit our website for rates, additional
information, and policies.  A 50% deposit is
required for resrvations.  Major credit cards

are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS
Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just

two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort
• All log cabins are exceptionally clean
  and beautifully decorated to be your
  home away from home.
• Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
  safe environment
• Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.
• Four person cabins have full bed 
  downstairs and two twin beds in loft.
• Six person cabins have king or queen beds
  and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
  dishwasher, and washer and dryer.
• Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
  Two baths and an eight person hot tub.
• Accessible cabin available.

• Satellite TV and DVD player
• Gas log fireplace and air conditioning
• Full bath with shower
• Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
  playground and horseshoe pits
• Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
  souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts
• Open 365 days a year
• Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
  Palmer Golf course.  2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
  Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
  hunting just two minutes away.
• Join the fun this year.

Chris Jividen, from Charleston, 
reeled in an 8 pound bass in a lake 
in Jackson County.

continue to the next page

build nests in sandy or gravel-
ly areas with nearby vegetation. 
Outside of spawning season, they 
tend to move slightly deeper but 
stay close to structure.
  Shady Areas: On hot, sunny 
days, bluegill often seek shade 
under docks, fallen trees, or dense 
vegetation. Fishing in these cool-
er areas can yield better results.
  Creek Inlets and Outlets: Blue-
gill are drawn to the flowing water 
of creek mouths and inlets, where 
the current brings in food and ox-

ygen. Fish these areas where the 
current meets the still water.
 Clear Water with Vegetation: 
Bluegill are sight feeders, so clear 
water with abundant plant life is 
prime territory. Look for clear, 
shallow waters where you can 
spot bluegill schooling or guard-
ing nests.
 Rocky Shorelines: Areas with 
rocky outcroppings or riprap can 
also attract bluegill, especially 
when algae and aquatic insects 
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Brian Mabe has a New River 5 
1/4 lb. smallmouth bass.  

Josh Balser landed the lunker 
bass at Stonewall Jackson Lake.

free online - www.wvasportsman.net
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Park Center
RAINELLE, WVRAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

CROSSBOWS BY:  RAVIN 
• BARNETTE • BEAR • KILLER     

INSTINCT • TEN POINT
COMPOUND BOWS BY: MATHEWS 

• HOYT • BEAR

GUNS & AMMO

LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT

SAFES • KNIVES

It’s FISHING Seaon
Stop By For Tackle

Over 2,500 Guns
In Stock

Thermal
Scopes:

N-Vision  AGM
Pulsar  iRay

Class 3 Dealer
Silencers

www.parkcentersporting.com

continue to the next page

are present. Cast along the edges 
where rocks meet open water.
2. BEST TIME TO CATCH 
BLUEGILL
  Knowing the best time to catch 
bluegill is crucial for maximizing 
your fishing success. If you’re 
looking for tips on how to catch 
bluegill effectively, timing plays 
a major role. Bluegill are most 
active during specific parts of the 
day and throughout certain sea-
sons:
  Spring and Early Summer: 
During the spawning season, 
bluegill gather in shallow, warm 

waters. This is the prime time to 
catch them as they are aggres-
sively feeding and protecting 
their nests.
 Early Morning and Late After-
noon: These cooler parts of the 
day see more feeding activity, 
making it the best time to catch 
bluegill.
 Late Summer and Fall: As water 

temperatures rise, bluegill move 
to deeper waters. Focus on drop-
offs and submerged structures to 
find them during these periods.
3. ESSENTIAL GEAR FOR 
BLUEGILL FISHING
  Having the right gear is cru-
cial when learning how to catch 
bluegill. Since bluegill are small-
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Dylan Sloan went to Shaver’s 
Fork for a 6 lb., 2 oz. rainbow.

er and more cautious than larger 
game fish, using light and sensi-
tive equipment will significantly 
improve your chances of success. 
Here’s what you need:
  Rod and Reel: Choose a light or 
ultralight spinning combo. This 
setup provides the sensitivity 
needed to detect subtle bites and 
makes battling these feisty fish 
more enjoyable.
Line: Use 4-8 lb test monofila-
ment or fluorocarbon line. These 
lines are nearly invisible under-
water and help maintain a natural 
presentation, which is key when 
figuring out how to catch bluegill 
consistently.
Hooks: Use small, sharp hooks 
like size 8-12 bait hooks or Ab-
erdeen hooks. Their thin wire is 
less likely to damage the fish and 
makes baiting easier.

 Bobbers and Sinkers: A small 
bobber helps keep your bait at the 
right depth, while a light split-shot 
sinker ensures your bait stays sus-
pended without dragging it to the 
bottom. We recommend slip bob-
bers which you can find HERE.
(As an Amazon Associate, I earn 
from qualifying purchases. This 
helps support our site at no extra 
cost to you.)
4. BEST BAITS FOR BLUE-
GILL
 Hand holding live earthworms 
(nightcrawlers) used as bait for 
bluegill fishing
 One of the most important aspects 
of learning how to catch bluegill 
is selecting the right bait. Bluegill 
are opportunistic feeders, mean-
ing they will go after a variety of 
natural and artificial options. To 
increase your chances of success, 

here are the best baits to use:
 Live Bait: Worms, crickets, 
waxworms, and mealworms are 
among the most effective choic-
es. Bluegill are naturally drawn to 
these small, wriggling insects and 
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Open: Tue to Fri 
Noon to 6pm
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larvae. Hooking them lightly on a 
small hook keeps them lively and 
appealing.
  Artificial Lures: Soft plastics 
like grubs, curly tails, and small 
jigs mimic the movement of in-
sects and small aquatic creatures. 
Colors like chartreuse, white, and 
yellow are especially effective.
  Flies: For fly anglers, small pop-
pers, wet flies, and nymphs work 
well, especially during the spring 
and summer when insects are 
abundant.
 Prepared Baits: Dough balls, 
corn kernels, and small bits of 
bread can work when bluegill are 
actively feeding near the surface. 
These baits are easy to carry and 
surprisingly effective.
5. EFFECTIVE TECHNIQUES 
FOR CATCHING BLUEGILL
  To truly master how to catch 
bluegill, it’s essential to know the 
right fishing techniques. Bluegill 
are curious and active feeders, so 
using a variety of methods will 
help you adapt to their behavior. 
Here are some of the most effec-
tive techniques:
 Bobber Fishing: One of the most 
popular methods for catching 
bluegill. Attach a small bobber 

1-2 feet above your bait to keep it 
suspended just above the bottom 
or within the feeding zone. Watch 
for any slight movement or dip in 
the bobber, as bluegill bites can 
be subtle.
  Jigging: Use small jigs tipped 
with live bait or soft plastics. Cast 
near vegetation or submerged 
structure, and use a slow, verti-
cal jigging motion. This mimics 
small insects or aquatic life that 
bluegill naturally feed on.
 Fly Fishing: Bluegill are high-
ly responsive to small poppers, 
wet flies, and nymphs, especial-
ly during warmer months. Use a 

lightweight fly rod and present 
the fly near surface disturbances 
or around shallow cover.
 Drop Shot Rig: Ideal when blue-
gill are holding closer to the bot-

Jake Watkins, from Logan Co., 
landed an 8 lb., 2 oz. largemouth.

FREE ONLINE
www.wvasportsman.net

Back Issues From 20026 On
John Goots caught a couple of 
nice smallmouths in a tournament.



June/July 2026 ~ Page 31
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Brandon Frye, from Fairmont, got 
a double beard wild turkey.  

Camo Clothing • Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment

Fishing Lures

tom. Use a small hook about a 
foot above a sinker and tip it with 
live bait or soft plastics. This set-
up keeps the bait elevated while 
staying near the bottom where 
bluegill often forage.
  Slow Retrieve: Bluegill are not 
the fastest swimmers, so a slow 
and steady retrieve works best. 
Whether using a jig, spinner, or 
fly, avoid rapid movements that 
may spook them.
 Chumming: In areas where 
it’s legal, chumming can attract 
schools of bluegill. Use small bits 
of bread, corn, or cut worms to 
create an enticing feeding zone.
 Tightlining: This method is great 
for deeper water. Attach a small 
weight to your line and let the bait 
sink to the desired depth. Keep 
the line taut and feel for any sub-
tle bites. This technique works 
well when bluegill are less active.

6. TIPS FOR LANDING MORE 
BLUEGILL
 If you want to master how to 
catch bluegill consistently, it’s 
important to fine-tune your ap-
proach. Even with the right gear 
and bait, small adjustments can 
make a big difference. Here are 
some expert tips to help you land 
more bluegill:
  Keep it Light: Bluegill are easi-
ly spooked, so use a light line and 
avoid making loud noises.
  Be Patient: If you’re not getting 
bites, try varying your bait pre-
sentation or moving to a new spot.
  Watch the Spawn: During spawn-
ing, you’ll see nests in the shal-
lows that look like small craters. 
These are prime areas to target.
  Bluegill fishing is accessible 
and fun, whether you’re targeting 
them from the shore, a boat, or 
even a kayak. With the right gear 
and techniques, you’ll be landing 
plenty of these spirited fighters in 
no time. Keep experimenting with 
different baits and presentations, 
and remember to respect local 
fishing regulations. Don’t forget 
to get a fishing license before you 
head out! 

Top Bass Lures
For 2026

 The top new bass lures for 2026 
include the Berkley Chop Block, 
Gary Yamamoto Senko, Rapa-
la Mooch Minnow, Strike King 
KVD 1.5 Square Bill, and Max-
Scent Stank-Bug, each offer-
ing unique action and proven 
bass-catching performance.
Top New Lures
1. Berkley Chop Block – A stand-
out glide bait with a lightweight 
design and soft body that creates 
fluid, lifelike action. Available in 
6-, 8-, and 10-inch sizes, it’s ef-
fective for both small and large 
bass, and has already produced 
near 7-pound catches in early test-
ing 
2. Gary Yamamoto Senko – A 
high-salt soft plastic stick bait that 
excels in subtle presentations. Its 
natural fall and shimmy provoke 
aggressive strikes, making it ver-

continue to the next page

304-472-4279



794 Hinton By Pass

HINTON, WV
304-900-6000

GUNSGUNS
AMMOAMMO

Beer - SnacksBeer - Snacks
BeveragesBeverages

~ Open Daily ~
Live Bait

Year Round

VIEW ON
FACEBOOK

Non-Ethanol Gas    Musky Lures

FishingFishing
TackleTackleLIVE BAITLIVE BAIT

BOOTSBOOTS
CLOTHINGCLOTHING

KnivesKnives

Now Selling St.Croix Rods - MegabassNow Selling St.Croix Rods - Megabass

June/July 2026 ~ Page 33

satile for weightless, Texas rig, or 
wacky rig setups in shallow cover 
3. Rapala Mooch Minnow – A 
3.5-inch soft plastic minnow with 
a tab tail that enhances action. It 
has been tournament-tested by 
Bass Pro Tour champion Dustin 
Connell, demonstrating effective-
ness on smallmouth, largemouth, 
and spotted bass. 
4. Strike King KVD 1.5 Square 
Bill Crankbait – Designed for 
shallow water, this crankbait de-
flects off cover without snagging, 

Tim Wade caught a 5lb. 11 oz. big 
bass at Stonewall at a Bass Sports-
man event.  Next Bass Sportsman 
event there is 6/21. Info page 22.

creating erratic action that trig-
gers reaction strikes. Professional 
anglers report up to 40% higher 
catch rates compared to round-
bill crankbaits. 
5. MaxScent Stank-Bug – A mid-
sized craw with scent and taste 
technology, tight claw action, and 
moderate thump. It’s versatile for 
flipping, Carolina rigs, or as a 
trailer on buzzbaits and jig heads, 
providing year-round reliability. 
Seasonal and Water Conditions
Cold Water (<55°F): Jigs, soft 
plastics, and suspending jerkbaits 
are most effective.
Moderate Water (55–70°F): 
Crankbaits, spinnerbaits, and top-

water lures perform well.
Warm Water (>70°F): Buzzbaits, 
swimbaits, and reaction lures trig-
ger aggressive strikes.
Tournament Insights
  The 2026 Bassmaster Classic 
highlighted the effectiveness of 
these lures in prespawn condi-
tions, with top anglers targeting 
staging areas and using special-
ized lures to maximize bites. 
Key Takeaway
 For 2026, anglers should focus 
on lures that combine innovative 
action, realistic profiles, and ver-
satility across water conditions. 
 Good luck bass fishing in WV 
this season.  
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New Chain Pickerel WV Record
CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The 
West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources (WVDNR) today an-
nounced that Matt Born of Reeds-
ville, West Virginia, has caught a 
new state record chain pickerel.
 Born landed the 27.95-inch, 
5.65-pound fish on April 21 using 
a homemade spinner on a 4-pound 
test line while fishing at a private 
pond in Preston County. Born 
broke his own length record from 
2019, when he caught a 27.87-
inch chain pickerel from Upper 
Deckers Lake in Preston Coun-
ty. Steven Demma still holds the 

weight record with a 6.19-pound 
chain pickerel caught in 2001 at 
Tuckahoe Lake. The new state 
record was confirmed by WVD-
NR District 1 fisheries biologists 
Dustin Smith and E.M. Dean.
  To learn more about state record 
fish categories, visit wvdnr.gov/
fishing/state-records or consult 
page 24 of the West Virginia Fish-
ing Regulations Summary.

Stacey Shiflett has a fine wild tur-
key. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The 
West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources (WVDNR) to-
day reminded the public to leave 
young wildlife alone, noting that 
handling wild animals can harm 
them, spread disease and violate 
state law.
  “Watching wildlife is one of the 
many joys of outdoor recreation in 
West Virginia,” said WVDNR Di-
rector Brett McMillion. “When it 
comes to public safety and what’s 
best for our native wildlife, it’s 
always best to not disturb young 
animals and leave wildlife alone.”
  Each spring, the WVDNR re-
ceives calls about fawns, birds 
and other young animals that may 
appear abandoned. In most cases, 
these animals are not orphaned and 
are behaving as they should in the 
wild. For example, white-tailed 
deer often leave fawns hidden for 
hours while they feed. The fawns’ 
camouflage and lack of scent help 
protect them from predators. Ap-
proaching or handling a fawn can 
increase its risk of harm. Similar-
ly, many young birds found on the 
ground are fledglings learning to 

Leave Young
Wildlife Alone

Matt Born fished in Preston Co. 
for a new chain pickerel record.
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Chad Roades caught a 9 1/2 lb. 
hybrid bass at Beech Fork Lake.
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NEW GloClays NIGHT SHOOTING Friday & Saturday nights        Now Selling Beretta Guns

ly and should be left alone.
 Touching, picking up or even 
approaching young animals can 
leave behind human scent, which 
may attract predators and put the 
animal at risk. Contact with wild-
life also increases the chance of 
spreading diseases and parasites 
such as rabies, ticks, Lyme dis-
ease and roundworms.
  The WVDNR reminds the public 
that possessing wildlife without a 
permit is illegal. Violations can 
result in fines ranging from $20 to 
$300 and up to 100 days in jail. 
To learn more about wildlife in 
West Virginia, visit WVdnr.gov.

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The 
West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources (WVDNR) announced 
today that the public boat ramp 
located on Green Bottom Wild-
life Management Area in Cabell 
County has reopened after a short 
closure. 
  WVDNR officials are exploring 
plans for future upgrades to the 
facility. These planned improve-
ments will better accommodate 
the needs of West Virginia’s an-
gling and boating communities. 
Public notice will be provided 
prior to the upgrades beginning. 
  “We are committed to providing 
high-quality access to our state’s 
waterways,” said WVDNR Di-
rector Brett McMillion. “Future 

enhancements at Green Bottom 
WMA are part of our ongoing ef-
fort to improve outdoor recreation 
opportunities for all visitors.” 

Green Bottom Boat Ramp Reopened

Advertise in the
 W. Va. Sportsman

Details & prices on page 3.
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LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTEDLARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________

City________________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_____________________

Fish_______________________________ Pound______ Oz____

Deer__________  Other_________________ #Points________ Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally - Backwards

We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2025 & 2026.

E-mail  wvasport@gmail.com

NO 
DOES

TEXT 304-482-7217TEXT 304-482-7217

Young Ben Styer reeled in a fine 
New River smallmouth bass.

www.wvasportsman.net
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All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out
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www.rockcave.iga.com
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RMTP is the mountain region’s premier 
one stop gun shop. We sell, buy, trade, 
and pawn new and used guns and offer 

gun repair services as well. We have 
over 1,100 guns in stock and have the 
areas largest selection of ammo.  We 
recently purchased Wheeler’s Guns & 
Ammo and increased our inventory.

NEW LARGER STORE
OVER 1,100 GUNS IN STOCK

Anaconda & Python
 “SNAKE” 

GUNS IN STOCK
LOTS OF AMMO

GUN REPAIR
WE PAWN GUNS

NEW & USED GUNS

RICH MOUNTAIN
~ TRADING & PAWN ~

ON THE 5 LANE
25 MIDWAY LOOP

ELKINS, WV
304-642-7399

View Us On
FACEBOOK
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Type 7 FFL
richmountaintrading.com

Open: Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm
Sat 9am to 2pm  Closed Sunday
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