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1-304-884-6646
info@mountainstateloghomes.com

Mill Direct Prices!
FREE Unloading at Your Site
Milled Locally in Jane Lew, WV
Save money when you buy mill direct
by taking out the middleman!
All materials are cut to order.
Sizes you can’t find anywhere else!
(Exact and Nominal)

3 WV Locations

Your Path to
Affordable Log
Home Living

We offer floor plans ranging from intimate
one-bedroom log cabins to spacious six-
bedroom log homes, each showcasing a
variety of layouts and sizes.

(304) 884-6646
208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV  26378

(304) 884-6647
521 Hinkle Road, Fayetteville, WV  25840

(304) 532-8300
372 Business Park Drive, Kenna, WV  25248

www.mountainstateloghomes.com

 www.mountainstateloghomes.com 

Scan to view our catalog

Ask us about our
pavilion packages.
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Attention Bass Fishermen!
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 Jarrett Dudley landed a 6 
pound, 9 ounce largemouth bass 
at Stonewall Jackson Lake on 
May 26th.  It was the big bass 
for the tournament.
  The next Bass Sportsman event 
is at Stonewall Jackson on July 
21st.  Look for the tournament 
schedules in this months issue.
  The W.Va. Sportsman mag-
azine has been printed for 34 
years this issue.



Mon-Fri
12:30 to 5pm

Sat
10am to 2pm

Booking Wild
Boar Hunts

304-595-2699

CROSSBOWS
• EXCALIBER

• 10 POINT
• KILLER

  INSTINCT
• RAVIN

BOWTECH
DIAMOND

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP
COMPLETE BOW SERVCE

BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS - CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

Chelyan, WV
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Brooklyn Smith Ryan has a huge 
largemouth bass.  

Craig Webb, from Gandeeville, 
has a black crappie state record of 
2.85 lbs. & 17.32 inches. 

Two New State Record Fish

John Plott, from Oak Hill, caught 
a 1.75 lb & 12” redear sunfish for 
a new state record.

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
— Governor Jim Justice an-
nounced today that the West 
Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources (WVDNR) has report-
ed that a record-breaking black 
crappie and redear sunfish were 
caught in June.
  “With these record catches, an-
glers continue to show the world 
that West Virginia is truly a world-
class fishing destination,” Gov. 
Justice said. “I want to congrat-
ulate the anglers who made these 
incredible catches for inspiring 
the rest of us to get out there and 
enjoy the thrill of casting lines in 
our state’s truly amazing waters.”

  Craig Webb of Gandeeville, 
W.Va., caught a 2.85-pound, 
17.32-inch black crappie with a 
baby shad jig at Woodrum Lake 
in Jackson County on June 9. 
The catch, which was verified by 
WVDNR assistant fisheries biol-
ogist Cory Hartman, is the first 
record catch for the black crappie 
category since the WVDNR add-
ed the species to the state record 
list in January 2024.
  John Plott of Oak Hill, W.Va., 
caught a 1.75-pound, 12-inch 
redear sunfish with a nightcrawl-
er at Plum Orchard Lake in Fay-
ette County on June 6. The catch, 



and Country Store

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
1 1/2  Miles On The Right

Broken Wheel Campground
Fishing 
 Hunting
Supplies

304-269-6097

Gifts - Game Room 
- Playground

Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

I-79  Exit 96
Weston, WV

Kings Of The Lakes    
2 Day

Tournament
• One Entry Fee

33 Team
Limit

Big Bass Tournament Each Day
$10 Each Day Fee On Big Bass

Total Cost = $145

$125 Per Team
August 3 & 4

Burnsville - Day 1
Sutton - Day 2

    Braxton County
   CVB

     304-765-6533
   208 Main St.
     Sutton,WV

Team Names _________________________________________________

1 Address____________________________________________________

City____________________ St___  Zip______ $20 Preregister Fee______

TOURNAMENT
INFO - CALL

304-482-7217

CLIP OUT & MAIL TO   BASS SPORTSMAN  PO BOX 5521  VIENNA, WV 26105

Mail In By - July 26th
SEND $20 - Pay CASH Balance At Ramp

15th Annual Bass Sportsman

20% of Teams
Get A Check

$1,000
Guaranteed 1st Place

Past Champions
2010 Long - Poling

2011 Cottrell - Cottrell
2012 Johnson - Lucas
2013 Spurlock - Collins
2014 Cottrell - Cottrell

2015 Ray - Heater
2016 Godwin - Godwin
2017 Long - Johnson

2018 Godwin - Godwin
2019 Fleshman - Fleshman

2020 Marks - Marks
2021 Estep - Collins
2022 L.Long - Harper
2023 Estep - Collins

MAIL IN GETS
EARLIER BOAT NUMBER

YOU CAN ENTER AT THE RAMP
NO LATE FEE

7AM TO 4PM
DAILY

457 Enterprise Dr.
Gassoway, WV
304-364-4494

Burnsville Docks
Fishing Tackle

Gas - Boat Rentals
Burnsville, WV
304-853-2822

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt.2   St. Marys,WV

304-684-2850
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Garrett Richards caught his 1st 
musky at Middle Island Creek.

which was verified by WVDNR 
fisheries biologist Joel Slabe, is 
the first record catch for the red-
ear sunfish category, which was 
also added to the state record list 
in January 2024.
  “We’re excited to celebrate these 
new state records,” said WVDNR 
Director Brett McMillion. “These 
achievements showcase the quali-
ty of our fisheries and the success 
of our conservation efforts. We 
encourage all anglers to explore 
the abundant fishing opportunities 
throughout West Virginia.”
WVDNR Fish Tagging Studies
  Both record fish were caught in 
lakes where the WVDNR’s Fish 
Management team is conduct-
ing tagging studies. The record 
crappie was tagged last year at 

Woodrum Lake. The WVDNR’s 
fish tagging program helps biol-
ogists better manage the state’s 
fish population and improve an-
gler satisfaction by providing a 
variety of information about fish 
movement, population numbers, 
harvest rates, size selectivity and 
growth rates. 
 Editors Note: It looks like Wood-
rum Lake would be a good possi-
bily for a state record for you.



B&B PAWN SHOP304-269-6330 BETWEEN WESTON
AND GLENVILLE

PAWN - BUY
SELL - TRADE

13454 US. HWY 33 WEST
PICKLE STREET

ALUM BRIDGE, WV

HUNDREDS
OF GUNS
STOCKED

NEW & USED
GUNS 
AMMO

• Musical Instruments
• Furniture
• Glassware
• Electronics

WE BUY ESTATES
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Motorcycles • UTV • ATV
Service & Sales

US 33 East
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-472-4824

www.supersmittys.com

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
— Updated hunting regulations 
for white-tailed deer, wild turkey 
and black bear will go into ef-
fect on July 1, the West Virginia 
Division of Natural Resources 
(WVDNR) announced today with 
the release of its 2024–25 West 
Virginia Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations Summary.
  “With West Virginia’s world-
class deer seasons and other small 
and big game hunting opportu-
nities, hunters have a lot to look 
forward to this fall, so we want 
to encourage everyone to review 
these important changes and plan 

Updated Hunting Regulations For 2024

Julianna Murphy bagged her first 
spring gobbler.

accordingly,” said WVDNR Di-
rector Brett McMillion.
 The updated regulations sum-
mary is available to download at 
WVdnr.gov/hunting-regulations. 
Hunters who wish to obtain a 
printed copy should contact their 
local hunting and fishing license 
agent or WVDNR district office. 
Copies will also be available at 
the WVDNR’s Elkins Operation 
Center and South Charleston 

headquarters by July 1.
Major changes include the fol-
lowing:
Antlerless deer season dates and 
open counties have changed (see 
pages 15–20).
Fall wild turkey season dates and 
open counties have changed (see 
page 44).
Season dates and open counties 
for black bear firearms hunting 

continue to the next page



SUMMER
PONTOON 

SALE

GREAT PRICING ON 2023 LEFTOVERS

222 FCR

222 CR

Financing Available

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535

304-529-0487
www.rodgersmithmarine.com SKEETER

Family Fun!

seasons have changed (see page 
41).
 The annual antlered deer bag 
limit for all regular deer seasons 
combined is two, except that three 
antlered deer may be taken in a 
West Virginia CWD Containment 
Area by Class XS license holders.
Deer carcass transport regulations 
are now implemented for Jeffer-
son County.
Coyote night hunting is permitted 
only on private land with written 
consent of the private landowner 
from Sept. 1 to Dec. 31.
  In addition to reviewing the 
updated regulations, hunters are 
reminded to purchase their 2024 
West Virginia hunting license and 
stamps before the seasons start 
this fall. To purchase a license and 
stamps, visit WVhunt.com.  
  To learn more about the WVD-

NR’s license products, such as 
durable license cards, visit WVd-

JC Christoper (far right) fished by himself at Stonewall Jackson and 
landed 26 lbs., 1 oz. on a 6 fish limit.  His dad & Matt Summers pictured.

nr.gov/2024-licenses.
  New regualtions are out now.
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June 23 - 26 lbs., 1 oz.



Largest lake in the region (27 acres)
Stocked monthly (catfish in warm months, trout in cold months)
Minutes off the interstate with Ample parking
Shoreline fishing / kayaks are permitted
Accessible dock, kayak dock
July-August catfish tournaments
On-site bait shop

Ridenour Lake - Nitro, WV

NitroCVB.com

Catfish Tournaments At Ridenour Lake

Tom Hart, from New Milton 
caught a quality rainbow trout.
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Charlie Miller reeled in a nice ten 
pound rainbow trout.

Nitro, W.Va. – The largest lake 
in Kanawha County will be the 
site of the first of two city of 
Nitro Catfish Tournaments this 
summer. The first tournament 
will be held on Friday, July 19, 
at the city’s 27-acre Ridenour 
Lake
  “We believe these tournaments 
help fisherman become famil-
iar with our beautiful Ridenour 
Lake and catch some big cat-
fish,” Joe Stevens, tournament 
director, said. “These fishing 
tournaments attract fisherman 
from throughout the region.”
  The catfish tournament will 
take place from 6:00 p.m. until 
11 p.m. and everyone can sign-
up beginning at 4:30 p.m. at the 
lake’s gazebo. The cost will be 
$15.00 per person for a chance 

to win cash prizes for the high-
est total weight of best five fish. 
Children younger than 12 years 
old can enter free. There will be 
a two-pole limit for each contes-

tant. The lake will be stocked with 
big catfish earlier in the week. A 
fishing license is required. Ride-
nour Lake is located at the end of 
21st Street in Nitro. 



Stop By Our Store 
OR Shop Online

With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You

www.doddsports.com
• BUY
• SELL 

• TRADE
• AMMO
• CLOTHING
• HANDGUNS 
• DEER BLINDS
• CUTLERY
• SCOPES
• HUNTING
• BOATING

• SAFES
• FISHING
• RELOADING
• ARCHERY 
• HANDGUNS
• LONG GUNS
• POWDER
• OPTICS

Weatherby • Christensen Arms
Ruger • Remington • Browning

Winchester • Glock • Taurus
Thompson Center • Springfield

And MUCH MORE!

90 Day Lay-Away
20% Down

11-6 Mon-Fri
11-5 Sat

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg

And Clarksburg

103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200

PISTOLS & RIFLES

CLOTHING

SCOPES

TACKLERODS-REELS

RELOADING

AMMO

ARCHERY
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ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
304-924-5296

Groceries
Fresh Meat & Produce

Propane  Exchange
 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun Noon to 5PM

Beverages & Snacks

www.rockcave.iga.com
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Live Bait Fishing
For Beginners

JP Bailey hooked an interestsing 
tiger trout with a pattern.

Elana Felts caught a nice New 
River carp.

continue to the next page

OLD & NEW SPORTS
JACKSON COUNTY’S

OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY • SELL
TRADE • PAWN

813 Washington St.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5855

Rods • Reels & Tackle For:
Bass • Musky • Crappie
Trout • Catfish & More

We Do Gun Transfers

Large Selection

LIVE BAIT
M-S 9am to 5pm  Sun 12 - 5PM

.

TRAPPING SUPPLIES

GUNS
AMMO

We Will 
BUY  

Your Used Firearm

  This beginner’s fishing guide 
will give you the rundown of the 
popular types of fish bait. We 
show you how to rig live bait, 
when to use it and for what fish 
species. There are TONS of dif-
ferent types of fish bait used in 
various regions across the US in 
Main Types of Fish Bait
  The following is a list of the 
most common types of fish bait 
found at a live bait & tackle shop:
Worms: Nightcrawlers and Red-
worms
Leeches: Jumbo and Large Sizes
Minnows: Flatheads, Shad, Gold-
en Shiners, Suckers, and Creek 
Chubs
Insects: Wax Worms (Grubs), 
Meal Worms, Crickets and Grass-
hoppers
Fishing with Live Worms
  Worms are a staple of bait shops 
and fishing them is the most 
common live bait option across 
the US. Nightcrawlers and Red 
Worms are popular option to pur-
chase at your local baitshop or dig 
them up in your own backyard. 
These are often sold or stored in 
foam containers with breathable 
lids. A dozen to 2 dozen worms 
should do for a day’s trip.

fishing with live worms how to 
use live bait tailored tackle
Storage
  Sold in Styrofoam containers by 
1 or 2 dozen. If dug from home 
keep in a jar with breathing holes 
poked into the lid. Store in the re-
frigerator at home and keep in the 

shade while out on the water.
Species
  Virtually ALL Freshwater Spe-
cies will take a worm but they’re 
best used to target common Pan-
fish and smaller Bass off the dock 
or near shore. Red Worms are an 



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline  Musky Lures
 • Food • Live Bait • Minnows & More

• Fishing Tackle • Crossbows

Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
5 am-8 pm Fr

8 am-8 pm Sat
Closed Sunday

GUNS
In Stock

Or Ordered
Safe

Showroom

LIVE
BAIT

Ravin - Barnette
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continue to the next page

Wendy Skidmore reeled in a nice 
gar on the lake.  Photo courtesy of 
Burnsville Docks.

I-77 N • Exit 138 • RT 62 S • 304-372-1323
Visit us online for more details • meyersrvsuperstores.com

1350 Ripley Rd., Ripley, WV 25271

an ideal choice for Trout in 
streams and stocked lakes. Pinch 
into 1/4 pieces for Panfish on a 
smaller #4 or #6 Baitholder Hook. 
For Largemouth Bass thread a 
full worm onto a 3/0 EWG Worm 
Hook with a 1/4 Oz. Worm Weight 
on your Line.
Rig & Technique
  Rig up #4 Baitholder Hook + 
3/0 Removable Split Shot Sinker 
+ 1″ Clip-On Bobber like those 
in our basic fishing kit. Cast your 
worm + float combination near 
docks or weedlines in 3-6 Ft. of 
water. Wait for the bobber to go 

under or move erratically for over 
5 seconds and you have a fish on! 
Check out our Ultimate Guide 
on Fishing for Beginners to learn 
how to tie this rig.
Fishing with Leeches
  Fishing with Leeches is popular 
at deeper depths for larger game-
fish like Walleye. However, it is 
also a good alternative to worms 

when targeting Panfish. Sized 
Small to Jumbo, these slippery 
critters purchased from a bait 
shop will not suck your blood 
and are great for sorting through 
the smaller bites. Leeches can 
be used with basic and advanced 
rigs, they are very versatile.
Storage



Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans
Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Guns • Electronics • Tools • Archery • And More

Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104

    (304) 428 PAWN (7296)6)

515 Division Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101

(304) 428-7298
www.carlspawnshop.com          MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM    SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

Purchased in a plastic tub, keep 
them in water and covered other-
wise you risk escape. Keep them 
in shade when left in the saucer. 
Leeches and worms can be stored 
in a live bait lodge bucket. If you 
consistently us these types of fish 
bait we recommend purchasing 
storage.
Species
Rig & Technique
  I recommend using a Slip Bob-
ber Rig for flexibility but Leech-
es are also great on Jigs. With a 
Slip Bobber, set the depth to 1 ft. 
above the bottom when fishing 
rocky or sandy bottoms. When 
fishing near weedbeds adjust 1 ft. 
above the vegetation or at bottom 
when fishing along the weedline. 
Let the wind or current travel 
your bait covering water and re-
drift across prime targets.

Fishing with Live Minnows
   Minnows are the most challeng-
ing types of fish bait but will catch 
you larger fish. Most presenta-
tions are focused on providing a 
lively minnow near their natural 
location in the water you are fish-
ing, which should be where the 

predators you’re after are feeding. 
This will often be near the bottom, 
where cover like rocks, boulders, 
and vegetation are present. How-
ever, positioning this bait accord-
ing to structure, i.e. changes in 
depth and the outlay of the water 

Chris Waldron hooked a 34 lb. 
flathead.  Photo courtesy of Burnsville 
Docks.

Paul Howard got a huge golden 
trout.  Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

continue to the next page
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www.bosgunshop.com
Located In Ravenswood, WV  -  Order Online

eMail:  sales@bosgunshop.com
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Burnsville DocksBurnsville Docks

Snacks/Beverages
Prepared Food

www.burnsvilledock.com

Lots Of Jigs
ACC Rods

Zoom & More
 Rods & Reels

Yamamoto & More

304-853-2822
LIVE BAIT

Gasoline • Marine Supplies
Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

PONTOON
RENTALS

LARGE
TACKLE

SELECTIONOPEN
April 15

Brandon Hurst caught a quality 
New River smallmouth bass. 

continue to the next page

body, such as a drop off, point, or 
hump is also a factor. Baitfish will 
school and navigate according 
to the structure of a water body, 
so offering your minnow where 
Baitfish school like the edge of a 
point will often link you up with 
predators. All minnows should be 
stored in water at all times in a 
minnow bucket.
Smaller Minnows
  Flatheads and Creek Chubs are 
popular minnow types of fish bait. 
While big fish like Walleye and 
Largemouth Bass will often clob-
ber these, they are usually used to 
target larger Panfish and Trout.
Species
Crappie, Perch, Trout, and Wall-

eye
Rig & Technique
  A simple live bait rig (Octo-
pus Hook #4 + #7 Split Shot 
Weight) with the minnow thread-
ed through the lip or tail will work 
well if weeds are not abundant. 
Otherwise, revert to a Slip Bobber 
Rig. Slowly retrieve your minnow 
close to the bottom, bouncing it 
over cover and letting the min-
now provide its own lively action 
during pauses. Bites will often be 
a light “tap-tap”, let the fish take 
it before setting the hook.
Larger Minnows
 Shad, Shiners, and Suckers are 
often used to target different 
larger fish. Shad are common for 

trophy Largemouth Bass in the 
South as well as Catfish across 
the US. Shiners are common for 
Walleye but are applicable to all 



Burns’ Bait & CarryoutBurns’ Bait & Carryout

Minnows
Shiners

LIVE BAIT

LIVE BAIT
• Worms - Minnows

• Fishing Tackle
• Hunting Equipment
• Beverages - Beer

• Food - Concessions
• CAMPGROUND

HUNT/FISH LICENSE
     GAME CHECK

INTERSECTION RT.5 & 53
484 LITTLE KANAWHA PKWY
ELIZABETH, WV

304-275-4444
Burnsfamilystore@gmail.com

Mon-Sat 5am to 11pm
Sun 8am to 9pm

www.bbcoutdoors.com - View For Information

Tackle

Case Knives

Guns
Ammo

THE BOW SHOP
HOYT • MATHEWS • DIAMOND • BOWTECH • MISSION • PSE

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

304-622-8440

Open 10AM to 8PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV
Harold Cogar, Owner

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

LEAGUE
SHOOTING

50 YARD
INDOOR RANGE
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William Plumley caught & re-
leased a New River musky.

larger game-fish in the North. 
Sucker Minnows are common for 
Pike and Muskellunge but smaller 
Suckers can be used universally 
like Shiners.
Species
Largemouth Bass, Walleye, Pike, 
Muskellunge, Catfish
Rig & Technique
  In less than 8 ft. depth, you can 
present the lively minnow on its 
own under a large Snap Bobber 

or a large Slip Float threaded near 
the back tail on a 1/0 Circle or 
Octopus Hook. Greater than 8 ft. 
in depth, it is common to thread 
them through the lips on a 1/4 – 
1/2 Oz. Jig Head. If fishing with 
a float, position near cover or a 
change in structure and let the 
bait travel. If Jigging, cast out or 
drift covering a larger stretch of 
water, bouncing the Jig off the 
bottom and pausing. Check your 

bait every 15 minutes and re-bait 
for liveliness.
Fishing with Live Insects
  Insects are the least common 
types of fish bait, but they are 
readily available in pet stores and 
prairie fields across the US. Grubs 
are the default option for Ice Fish-
ing if you live in the North, and 
Crickets/Grasshoppers can be the 
hottest option for small streams 
when targeting Trout. These spe-
cialized forms are outside of this 
scope, so instructions are based 
on using insects for targeting Pan-
fish and Trout in Lakes and ponds.
live bait grasshopper cricket fish-
ing tailored tackle
  Grubs come in plastic pucks, and 
hoppers are typically sold in small 
crates or cardboard boxes. Keep 
both options dry and do your best 
to avoid too much heat.



3,500 Acre McClintic Wildlife Management Area  
  Public Hunting & Fishing
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CONTRACTORS WELCOME
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NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans                             

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5961

www.7riversmarine.com

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

YAMAHA 
SUZUKI

OUTBOARD
Authorized

Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

Young Jebidiah Short got a great 
Gilmer County buck

Spring Turkey
Season Results

FARMINGTON, W.Va. — Ac-
cording to preliminary data re-
leased by the West Virginia Di-
vision of Natural Resources on 
Friday, hunters harvested 11,650 
bearded turkeys during the spring 
gobbler season.
  “West Virginia is a great place 
to go turkey hunting and these 
harvest numbers are not only an 
indication of a strong turkey pop-
ulation but a testament to the hard 
work of hunters,” said WVDNR 
Director Brett McMillion. “The 
WVDNR remains committed to 
maintaining sustainable wildlife 
management practices to ensure 
the long-term health and abun-
dance of turkeys in our state.”
  While hunters harvested fewer 
birds compared to last year’s total 
of 12,217, the 2024 harvest was 
above long-term indicators and 
came in 6 percent higher than the 
five-year and 10-year average of 
10,937 and 10,913, respectively. 
  Hunters in District 1 harvested 
more birds during the 2024 sea-
son compared to last year, while 

the harvest in Districts 4 and 6 
was similar to last year. The har-
vest in Districts 2, 3 and 5 de-
creased slightly from last year. 
Hunters in District 1 harvested 
the most birds (2,748), followed 
by those in District 6 (2,208), Dis-

trict 5 (1,897), District 4 (1,864), 
District 3 (1,585) and District 2 
(1,348). The top five counties in 
terms of turkey harvests were Ma-
son (501), Preston (441), Jackson 
(400), Marshall (337) and Harri-

continue to the next page



ARCHERY
• Excaliber
  Striker
   • Bows
   • Crossbows
DEER FEED
• Corn
• Available By
  The Ton
• Custom Blends
      Available

FOOD PLOT
• Numerous
  Seeds 
LIVE BAIT
• Worms
• Minnows
• More
SUPPLIES
• Scents
• Trail Cams
• More

Stop by our fully
stocked hunting

and fishing store!

Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3

Closed Sunday
1102 West Main St.

Grafton, WV
304-265-9278

GUNS
AMMO

DEER ATTRACTANTS
CORN - FEED

FISHING TACKLE

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379

email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com

First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91

one mile south on US 19 towards lake
Call or visit our website for rates, additional
information, and policies.  A 50% deposit is
required for resrvations.  Major credit cards

are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS
Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just

two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort
• All log cabins are exceptionally clean
  and beautifully decorated to be your
  home away from home.
• Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
  safe environment
• Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.
• Four person cabins have full bed 
  downstairs and two twin beds in loft.
• Six person cabins have king or queen beds
  and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
  dishwasher, and washer and dryer.
• Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
  Two baths and an eight person hot tub.
• Accessible cabin available.

• Satellite TV and DVD player
• Gas log fireplace and air conditioning
• Full bath with shower
• Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
  playground and horseshoe pits
• Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
  souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts
• Open 365 days a year
• Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
  Palmer Golf course.  2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
  Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
  hunting just two minutes away.
• Join the fun this year.
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ison (336) counties.
  During the 2024 season, youth 
hunters harvested 601 turkeys 
(353 on Saturday and 248 on Sun-
day). This was the fifth year of the 
youth season being two days. The 
youth harvest made up approxi-
mately 5 percent of the total har-
vest.
  The WVDNR is also reminding 
hunters that there’s still time to re-
port their spring gobbler hunting 
activity to be included in the 2024 
Spring Gobbler Survey. To learn 
more, visit WVdnr.gov/surveys. 
To learn more about hunting in 
West Virginia or to buy a hunting 
license, visit WVdnr.gov.

Young Weston & Bennett Turner 
caught channel catfish.

Nick Marshall landed a nice river 
sauger.

Ryder Lockhart, from Burning 
Springs, has a largemouth bass.



Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of

St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department

• Fiberglass
• Aluminum
• Pontoon

2024 Boats In Stock
Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes

Pontoon • Bass Boats
Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

• Food & Beverages
• Convenience Items
Everything you need for

a day on the water!
372-9697

Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 
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Young Kaden Wright released a 
quality North Bend Lake bass.

continue to page 20

Interesting Fishing Information
 The World’s Biggest Fish Eats 
The Smallest Food
 The world’s biggest fish is 
the whale shark which reaches 
lengths of over 50 feet and can 
weigh several tons.
  Instead of eating equally massive 
food, the whale sharks subsist on 
tiny krill, fish, and plankton that 
they strain in vast quantities from 
the ocean water

  If A Fish Chewed Its Food, It 
Would Drown
  Fish breathe by passing water 
over their gills, which extract ox-
ygen from the water.
  If a fish chewed its food, this 
would stop the flow of water past 
the gills and they could suffocate.
  Fish use their teeth only to grab, 
slice or crush, then swallow the 
food down.

 Brown Trout Are One Of The 
Most Diverse Vertebrates
  Brown Trout, while all one spe-
cies, have an incredibly diverse 
genome.
  Instead of having a set number of 
chromosomes, like most species, 
they can have anywhere between 
38 and 42 pairs.
  Humans have only 23!
  Brown Trout Are One Of The 
Most Diverse Vertebrates
  Largest Collection Of Fishing 
Lures
  The largest certified collection 
of fishing lures belongs to Will 



Ohio River Outdoors LLC
On Facebook

HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

SMUTTY DOG • LEOPARDIS  CRANE 
• TYRANT  • LLUNGEN • BITE BACK

JONES • BOGGS • MYERS
COBB’S • RED OCTOBER 

HOTTAIL & MORE

           WV’s Largest Tackle Store

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Worms • Mealworms

Rapala • Molix • X Zone • Keitech • Strike King • Berkely • Storm
13 Fishing • KW • Yamamoto • Yum • Rebel • Bandit • 6th Sense

Bomber • Megabass • Jackall • Havoc • Net Bait • Z Man • Gamakatsu
VMC • Savage Gear • Bio Bait • Live Target • Crunchcity • Roboworm
Goggan • Lunkerhunt • Sufix • Lucky Strike • Reaction • KVD • Rage
Zoom • FYAO • Missle • Venom • Gulp • Seagar • P Line • & MORE!

 Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories • Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Just Outside Of Parkersburg

13520 Emerson Ave.
Williamstown, WV 26187   

On RT. 2 
3.3 Miles From I77 Emerson Ave Exit 304-916-1800

RODS:  MOLIX • LEW’S 
CASHION • BERKLEY

FENWICK • ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO • G LOOMIS • HALO

MADKATZ - ST. CROIX
PENN • DAIWA • OUTLAW

OVER 
4,000
RODS

PLASTICS

TROUT

220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES

LINE

COOLERS

CRANKBAITS

REELS

OPEN - 7 Days A Week
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FFS
LARGE SELECTON
FORWARD FACING

SONAR BAITS



• A/C
• TV - DVD
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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FREE ONLINE Every 6 Weeks    www.wvasportsman.net

Ronnie Drake reeled in a large 
blue catfish.

Steve Starkey hooked a 51 1/4” 
musky from the West Fork River.

(Spike) Yoacum from Carterville, 
Illinois.
  His collection contains 3,563 
lures!
  The Million Dollar Lure
  The most expensive fishing lure 
in the world is Mac Daddy’s Mil-
lion Dollar Lure, which cost, un-
surprisingly, a million dollars.
  Why is it so expensive? Because 
it has over 3 pounds of 14-carat 

gold and platinum and is encrust-
ed with diamonds and rubies.
  It was trolled behind a boat once, 
with a massive insurance policy in 
place, but has never caught a fish.
  Venomous Bait
 While out fishing in his kay-
ak, fishing guide Shane Davies 
caught a 10-pound bass.
  His bait? A rattlesnake!
 When the snake swam dangerous-
ly close to his kayak he stunned it 
with his paddle, put it on a hook, 
and cast it out in the river.

Apparently, it looked just fine to 
the bass!
Longest Migration
  What are your chances of catch-
ing a fish that came from really 
far away? If you like to fish for 
eels, they are very good.
  The American eel lives in fresh-
water rivers for most of its life. 
However, at spawning time it can 
swim thousands of miles from its 
home to its spawning ground.
  Eels spawn in the Sargasso Sea 
in the North Atlantic!
  Fish Camouflage
  Fish can have all different kinds 
of camouflage, but there is one 
type that they all have.
  They are all lighter on the bot-
tom and darker on the top.
 The dark top allows them to 
blend with the bottom. The bright 
bottom lets them blend with the 
sun’s light coming from above!
  Dads Do The Work
  When it comes to guarding the 
nest, bass have single-parent fam-

continue to page 22



P E A K  P R E M I U M  P E R F O R M A N C E

Scan with camera
to view videos,

key features
and more.

KAWASAKI CARES: Read Owner’s Manual and all on-product warnings. Warning: The RIDGE® XR  side x side can be hazardous to 
operate. For your safety: Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Never operate under the influence of drugs or 
alcohol. Avoid excessive speeds and stunt driving. Be extra careful on di�cult terrain. Protect the environment. The Kawasaki RIDGE 
side x side is an o�-highway vehicle only, and is not designed, equipped or manufactured for use on public streets, roads or highways. 
2024 Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A.

*This vehicle's HP was measured according to ISO standard 4106. This ISO standard measures HP di�erently than the SAE standards 
by which the horsepower of many cars is measured, and as a result the referenced HP measurement may be higher than if it were 
measured by an SAE standard. 

•  New Kawasaki-Built 999cc, 116 HP*, In-Line Four-Cylinder Engine

•  Factory Standard Full Cab w/ Heating, Ventilation & Air Conditioning (HVAC Models)

•  On-The-Fly Electrically Selectable 4WD & Front/Rear Differential Lock

Premium off-roading has arrived. RIDGE® XR side x sides set the new standard with 

smooth performance, high-grade �t-and-�nish details, and unparalleled comfort.

103 Chemistry Drive/ Lane
ELKINS, WV

26241
304-636-7732

www.elkinsmotorsports.net
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FREE ONLINE EVERY 6 WEEKS
www.wvasportsman.net

• Back Issues From 2006 On
• DNR Stream Report
• Clear View Of Pages

• Advertisers Web Address
• Many State Records
• Hours Of Reading
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SPORTING GOODS • PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS • FISHING • AMMO

MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK
69 N. MAIN ST.

PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN 

Located Near The Winfield Locks - 12210 Winfield Rd, Winfield, WV

Open: Mon 9-5 • Wed to Sat 8-6  Closed Tue & Sun

LIVE BAIT
Bass • Crappie

Bluegill • Bullhead
Minnows

Gold Fish • Shiners
Eels • Chicken Liver
Skip Jacks • Shad

Nightcrawler • Mealworm

Catfish • Trout • Musky
Tackle “We Have Mad Katz”
Hooks - Sinkers & More

Bass Tournament Tackle
Googan • Yamamota • Power Bait
Crushcity • Keitech • Yum • Nikko

Strike King • KVD • Roboworm
6th Sense • Axle and MORE!

Rods and Reels
GET HOOKED   304-964-4072

GET HOOKED WV
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Bob Hayes reeled in a Wirt Coun-
ty farm pond largemouth bass.

ilies.
  The mother bass will be at the 
nest before she spawns, but once 
the spawning is done, she leaves 
and the father stays to guard the 
nest.
  It is not uncommon for female 
bass to have several nests, while 
the males only have one each!
  Biggest Fly Rod And Reel
  The biggest fly rod and reel 
ever made were created by Tiny 
Mitchell of Port Isabel, in Texas.
  It’s over 71 feet long, with a reel 
that is over 4 feet in diameter! 
There is no word whether it has 
caught anything yet!
  Circle Hooks Are Nothing New
Everyone is familiar with circle 
hooks. People think they are easy 
to set and it is proven that they are 
less likely to be swallowed.
  But, they are not new. In a recent 
find in a 12,000-year-old grave of 

a woman in East Asia, there were 
several perfectly preserved circu-
lar fish hooks.
  Circle hooks go back to the 
Stone Age!
  Fish Don’t Sleep
  Part of the definition of sleep is 
to close your eyes and fish (except 
for sharks) don’t have eyelids.
  So, technically a fish can never 
sleep. Most fish do have periods 
of rest where they find some shel-

Young Jerimiah Murphy enjoyed 
catching a largemouth bass.

ter and don’t move much.
  Sharks can close their eyes, but 
because of their biology, they 
can’t really stop moving.

contnue to page 24



Where Legends 
are Made

Boyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best 

musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut 

stone masonry building in North America. Home to 

West Virginia’s largest yard sale. 18 championship 

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest 

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your 

next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT 

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM

S T O N E W A L L  L A K E  &  R E S O R T

W V U  J A C K S O N ’ S  M I L L

S T O N E C O A L  L A K E

T R A N S - A L L E G H E N Y  L U N A T I C  A S Y L U M

Lewis County CVB on Facebook     or    www.stonewallcountry.com    304-269-7328

STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT
WVU JACKSON’S MILL
STONECOAL LAKE
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT
          STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
               304-269-7328
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PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Remington • Winchester • Weatherby • Browning • Rossi 

Kimber • Liberty & Surelock Safes • Traditions • CVA
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Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

CROSSBOWS BY:  RAVIN 
• BARNETTE • BEAR • KILLER     

INSTINCT • TEN POINT
COMPOUND BOWS BY: MATHEWS 

• HOYT • BEAR

GUNS & AMMO

LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT

SAFES • KNIVES

It’s FISHING Seaon
Stop By For Tackle

Over 2,500 Guns
In Stock

Thermal
Scopes:

N-Vision  AGM
Pulsar  iRay

Class 3 Dealer
Silencers
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Logan Garner hooked a 6 lb., 5 
oz. largemouth bass.

www.parkcentersporting.com

  They lack swim bladders so they 
would sink, and they need to keep 
moving to keep water flowing 
through their gills!
 A Fishing Book By A Medieval 
Nun
  The earliest fishing books that 
still survive today were written 
and published in 1496 by Dame 
Juliana Berners, an English prior-
ess.
 This was only a few years after 
the invention of the printing press 
and was called A Treatyse of 

Fysshynge Wyth an Angle.
 The book contains information 
on rod construction, the use of 
natural baits and lures, and the 
construction of artificial lures, as 
well as a section on streamside et-
iquette!
  It predates Isaak Walton’s Com-
pleat Angler by around 150 years!
  The Strangest Manmade Object 
Ever Taken From A Fish’s Stom-
ach
  In the late 1890s, Mr. Douglass 
Smith caught a 140-pound catfish.

In the fish’s stomach was a small, 
sealed bottle. When Mr. Smith 
opened the bottle he found a note 
inside!
 The note read, “Whoever will 
find this will please send it back 
to me. H.E. Pipes.”
  Mr. Pipes had thrown it in nearly 
75 miles away, in the Kaw river, 
three years before Mr. Douglass 
caught the fish!
  Most Consecutive Casts
  Brent Olgers of Macon Georgia 
is the current record holder for the 
most consecutive casts.
  In July 1999, using a Zebco reel, 
he made 6,501 casts of over 45 
feet. That comes to an average of 
270 casts per hour!
  The record is silent as to wheth-
er he caught any fish with those 
casts!
Pyramids And Fishing Poles
 The ancient Egyptians also loved 
to fish! There is a more than 
4,000-year-old painting from 
Egypt that shows people fishing.
  Some are using nets, but others 
can be clearly seen to be using 
poles and lines!
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RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco
     Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More

Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc

Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

GUNS
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Dave Wilson landed a 7 lb. 13 oz. 
tiger trout.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

continue to the next page

www.revelles.com

200+ Campsites • All Utilities 
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout
Tube Rentals
Cable TV

     US Rt 33
9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023

Revelle’s  A fish’s sense of smell is 1000 
times better than that of a dog, 
and fish can smell scents from 
hundreds of yards away. That’s 
why a fish attractant is an import-
ant part of an angler’s arsenal for 
a range of species, including bass.
 Even though bass tend to feed 
by sight, sound, and vibration via 
their lateral line predominantly, 
the scent is still an important fac-
tor for bass and feeding.
  Bass have a tendency to hold 
onto scented baits longer than un-
scented, and that can be a huge 
deciding factor in the number of 
fish caught, as they won’t have a 
tendency to drop the bait quickly.

Add Fish Attractants For Bass
What Kind of Scents Attract 
Bass?
  Scents based on fish or bass’ nat-
ural food, such as crawfish, are a 
great choice of attractant for bass 
and a perfect lure enhancement.
 It makes sense, right? But lead-
ing attractant manufacturers have 
also discovered that strong scents 
such as anise (liquorice type 
smell), salmon, and garlic also 
work very well to lure bass in any 
body of water.
Bass Lures: How Often Should 
I Apply Attractant?
  There’s really no wrong way 
to apply scent to a lure. With the 
spray bottle offerings that many 
companies offer, you just aim and 
shoot.
  After you fish with a lure that 

Young Gabe Mays, from Vienna, 
reeled in a nice largemouth bass.  

you have applied attractants to, 
it’s a good idea to refresh it if you 
continue fishing with it.
  There isn’t a set amount of time 
with this; just re-apply at your 
own discretion. This helps keep 
your lure potent and continues to 
pull fish into your area.



WE BUY LAND
AND

MINERAL RIGHTS

Locally Owned 304.623.LAND TenmileLand.com
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Gary Ellison was surprised by 
a musky at Stonewall Jackson 

Dave Calvert, from Glen Jean, 
caught a huge black crappie.

What Other Species Respond to 
Scent Attractants?
  Most species will react to scent, 
some more than others. Species 
like trout, walleye, catfish, carp, 
crappies, and bluegills are all 
known to respond pretty positive-
ly to scents.
 Other species like pike and 
musky rarely rely on their sense 
of smell to hunt for prey, and most 
anglers for these two species rare-
ly, if ever, use scent.
Are There Any Downsides to 
Using Attractants?
 There really aren’t any down-

sides to speaking of using scent; 
it’s just an additional tool you can 
use to entice more fish to bite. For 
beginner bass anglers who are just 
learning about where to find bass 
and how to work their lures, it is 
particularly important.
  The only downside we can think 
of is the fact that it can be messy; 
containers can spill or leak in the 
boat or your tackle boxes. You 
could get it on your shirt or hands, 
but these issues are fairly minor 
and are more of an irritation.
Why Use an Attractant?
  While you don’t need attractants 
to catch fish, there are certainly 
times when there is a difference in 
catch rates when you start using 
them on a given day. These can be 
days when the fishing is particu-
larly tough, and you really have to 
entice fish to eat by giving them 
something different that they nor-
mally might not sense.

FREE ONLINE
www.wvasportsman.net

  Sometimes, all it takes to turn 
things around is something like 
an attractant to give you an extra 
edge, and if it doesn’t affect your 
fishing in a negative way, why not 
give it a shot?
How to Apply Bass Attractants?
  In simple terms, do what it says 
on the tin. The trick is in choosing 
the attractant that suits you – gel 

continue to the next page



Bass Sportsman
       2024
     ENTER AT
    THE RAMP
     TOURNAMENTS

$100 + $10 BIG BASS
7 A.M. TO 4 P.M. FOR ALL

• 6 FISH LIMIT
• OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES

OPEN TO ALL TEAMS
INFO: 304-482-7217

wvasport@yahoo.com

36 Team Limit At The
Vandalia Ramp

Stonewall - Vandalia
May 26

Sonewall - Vandalia
June 23

Stonewall - Vandalia
July 21

Stonewall - Vandalia
August 18

Stonewall - Vandalia
September 29
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Layla Stewart hooked a quality 
smallmouth bass.

SUPER
Summer
SALE!

182 SC 115 HP Yamaha

191 DC 115 HP Yamaha

201 DC 115 HP Yamaha
Fun In The Sun!

Tubing

Water
Skiing

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio
740-846-0062

www.7riversmarine.com

attractants require you to smear 
the fish attractant on the lure, 
whereas, with a spray attractant, 
you can hang the lure from the 
line and give it a squirt.
How Do I Get the Attractant 
Scent off My Hands?
 This is a popular complaint 
among bass fishermen and wom-
en. No one likes the lingering 
smell of fish attractant on your 
fingers while you are on the wa-
ter. It’s especially unpleasant if 
you put your finger to your face or 
mouth for whatever reason.
  You can take some scent off by 
washing your hands in the water, 
but we like to carry a tube of alco-
hol-based hand sanitizer to clean 
the attractant off properly.
Different Types of Attractants 
for Bass?
 The different types of bass attrac-
tants include:
Base: water-based or oil-based 
formulas
Ingredients: synthetic and natural 
ingredients
Application method: spray on 
scents, gels, and pastes
Can You Apply Scent to All 
Types of Lures?
  The answer to this one is yes! 
Scent is more easily absorbed and 
lasts longer on soft baits, but you 
can apply scent to all types of 
lures including spinnerbaits, spin-
ners, blades, spoons, jerkbaits, 
chatterbaits, topwater lures, and 
jigs.
 The scent is really important 
when you are ice fishing to draw 
the fish to your chosen location.
  Try using scents to improve 
your bass catching rates.  Spray 
baits are easier to use.  Some of 
the top scents are Berkley Gulp 
Alive, Bang sprays, Smelly Jelly 
and Baitmate.  Good luck and it 
makes sense to scent...



Paradise  RVs  Where Your
Journey Begins!

VIKING • APEX • ADRENALINE
CATALINA • SANDPIPER • SPIRIT 

LEPRECHAUN CLASS C MOTORHOMES
CHAPARRAL 5TH WH.  FLAGSTAFF

PONTOONS

BASS BOATS
JON BOATS

Weather Tech Products

Anti-Gravity Chairs
Sanitation Items

Bed Liners - Parts

TRAVEL TRAILERS

5TH WHEELS & MOTORHOMES

NEW & USED
RV’S

BOATS
Lots Of

RV Parts
Service

www.paradiservs.net
138 Colt Industrial Dr.

MOUNT HOPE, WV 25909
304-860-1948

Leprechaun Class C

MON - FRI 8-5 SAT 9-5
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PC OUTDOORS     304-466-1444

L
I
V
E

B
A
I
T

REELS
RODS

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms

Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden • Super Duper • Strike King
Berkley • Mepps • Owner • Zoom • Yum • Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn • Zoom • Trout Magnet • Eagle Claw • Daiwa
Cabin Creek • Shakespeare • St. Croix • Zebco • Case
Ugly Stik • Gitzit • Rebel • Heddon • Rapala & More!

        Camping Supplies • Musky Tackle • Marine Products

Hoo Doo

Kayaks

PSE      Bear
Killer Instinct    Barnett

                 1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive
             Crab Orchard, WV

Nathan Vanhoy reeled in a quality 
New River smallmouth bass.  

Lots Of AR’S
PISTOLS

New & Used

Reloading
Much Ammo
Accessories 

OLD MONEY
BUY • SELL • TRADE

GOLD & SILVER
BUYER

MOUNTAIN TRADERS
GUN & PAWN

Specializing In Hunting & Collector Guns
539 US Hwy. 33 East
Weston, WV 26452

Bus: 304-269-2444
Cell: 304-476-8886

OPEN: Monday to Saturday 10 A.M. to 6 P.M.

continue to the next page

Leave Young Wildlife Alone
SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.VA. 
— With the arrival of spring 
weather and the emergence of 
young wildlife, the West Virgin-
ia Division of Natural Resources 
(WVDNR) is reminding people 
that possessing wildlife without a 
permit is illegal and that handling 
wild animals can spread disease 
and parasites that can be fatal.
  “Watching young animals is a re-
warding pastime and a great way 
to appreciate the beauty of West 
Virginia’s natural resources, but 

we want to make sure folks know 
that wildlife viewing must be done 
from a distance,” said WVDNR 
Director Brett McMillion. 
  Picking up, touching or even 

getting close to young wildlife 
can greatly increase the chance of 
the animal being harmed because 
predators are often attracted to the 



304-547-5044
7 MILES EAST OF

 WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD
Triadelphia, WV

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

GROVE MARINE

9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon
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Keith Snider, from Marietta, 
caught an Ohio record hybrid 
bass.  It weighed 18 lbs.,13 oz.

FREE Online - www.wvasportsman.net
Advertise in the 

W. Va. Sportsman
• Low Rates

• In Business 34 Years
• Reach More Customers

• Help Promote Tourism In WV

Reed Elder has done well in bass 
tournaments this season.

scent humans leave behind. Han-
dling wildlife can also harm hu-
mans, as contact increases the risk 
of transmitting viral diseases and 
parasites, such as rabies, Lyme 
disease, roundworms and ticks.
  “We receive a lot of calls about 
young wildlife, especially fawns, 
rabbits and birds that people think 
are abandoned or hurt, but that is 
hardly ever the case,” said Vinnie 
Johnson, a WVDNR wildlife bi-
ologist.
  Does leave their fawns hidden 
for hours while they search for 
food. Fawns remain still while the 
mother is away, going undetect-
ed by predators because of their 
unique color pattern and near lack 
of scent. By approaching a bed-
ded fawn, humans can leave be-
hind a scent that can attract preda-
tors and put the animal at risk.
  Young birds are often picked up 
because people assume they fell 
out of the nest. If the bird is pink 
and featherless and the nest is 
easy to reach, the nestling can be 
put back into the nest. Most of the 
time, however, the bird is fledg-

ing and has intentionally left the 
nest to learn how to feed and fly.   
These young birds are feathered 
and can hop or make short flights. 
Because of this behavior, people 
assume they fell out of the nest. 
  “While wanting to care for an an-
imal is to be admired, we want to 
remind people that the best thing 
to do is to leave young wildlife 
alone,” said Johnson. 
  Possessing wildlife without a 
permit is illegal in West Virginia. 
Fines for the unlawful possession 
of a bear cub, fawn, squirrel, bird 
or any other wild animal range 

from $20 up to $300 and/or 10-
100 days in jail.

NEW
Ohio Record
Hybrid Bass



FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745
Over 55 Years

Experience

BIRDS • FISH • ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS   GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV
ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

Convenience Store • Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies • Souveniers

Game Checking Station • Hardware

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV
304-472-4279

Lazy Acres Mart

LIVE BAIT

Buckhannon, WV

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING  FISHING
CAMPING

Camo Clothing • Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment

Fishing Lures

Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart

121 Birch River Road

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm  Sun 1pm to 6pm

Danner
Lacrosse
Vortex
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Stephen Fleming waded for a 
quality smallmouth bass.

McClintic Waterfowl Permit
ALUM CREEK, W.VA. — The 
West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources is now accepting appli-
cations for a controlled waterfowl 
hunt at the McClintic Wildlife 
Management Area, located near 
Point Pleasant. Waterfowl hunters 
who wish to participate in the per-
mit-only hunt must submit an ap-
plication by midnight on Aug. 16.
  Hunters may apply online at 
WVhunt.com by logging in and 
clicking “Enter A Lottery Draw-
ing.” Successful applicants will 
be notified by mail in September.
  The controlled hunt will take 
place on a portion of McClintic 
WMA during the October split of 
West Virginia’s waterfowl season. 
Hunters who are successful in the 
lottery draw will be randomly as-
signed a day to hunt and given 
an assigned hunting area, free of 

charge. Hunters are permitted to 
bring one guest. A shooting sta-
tion is also available for water-
fowl hunters with a physical dis-
ability.
  On their assigned hunting day, 
hunters must report to the Mc-
Clintic WMA office before 6 a.m. 
Applicants who were not selected 
and anyone with a valid hunting 
license and migratory waterfowl 
stamp may come to the McClint-
ic WMA office on the morning of 
each day’s hunt and sign up to use 
shooting stations in the event they 
are not filled by selected hunters 
and become available.
  For more information about 
waterfowl hunting and season 
dates in West Virginia, check the 
2024-2025 Migratory Bird Regu-
lations, which will be available at 
all WVDNR offices and online at 
WVdnr.gov/hunting-regulations 
by the end of August.

PINEVILLE, W.VA. — The West 
Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources announced today the 
opening of a new public stream 
access site on the Guyandotte 
River in Pineville.

The new site, located on Willow 
Street off State Route 97, will 
provide better stream access for 
anglers and paddlers. The West 
Virginia Division of Highways 
installed directional signs to the 
access site on State Route 97.
  “With construction on this access 
site completed, I want to thank 
the city of Pineville for their co-
operation and want to encourage 
paddlers and anglers to visit this 
incredible stream and enjoy a day 
on the water,” said WVDNR Di-
rector Brett McMillion.
  The access site features a large 
gravel parking area and gently 
sloping gravel ramp to the wa-
ter’s edge. The city of Pineville 
acquired the property through the 
U.S. Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Administration and worked 
closely with the WVDNR to de-
velop this site.
  All anglers 15 years of age and 
older are required to have a West 
Virginia fishing license.

 New Paddling Ramp



Brian Wheeler 
Owner
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Open 8am to 3pm M-F 
Sat. 8am to 1pm

Closed Wed & Sun

CCI BLAZER 
9MM 50 Rounds

$1199

BOX

ANACONDA
HUGE SELECTION

4.25” • 6” • 8”
.44 Magnum

Lots Of Firearms &
Ammunition In Stock

Wheeler’s Guns and Ammo
160 5th St.  ELKINS, WV

681-298-5070

Remington
Thunderbolt

22 LR Shells  525 Rounds

$31.99  no tax
NO LIMIT



LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC
SALES • FINANCE • PARTS • SERVICE

    320 West Main Street
     Bridgeport, WV
     (304) 842-5469

www.leesonsmotors.com

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV’s

CRISS SALES & SERVICE Husqvarna
Shindaiwa 

& More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

(304) 
472-1474

BRUSHY FORK MART
Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

LIVE
BAITGAS Gasoline

Diesel
WV Lottery & Powerball

Nightcrawlers
and More.

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm
Sun 7am to 9pm

304-472-5132

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

CUSTOM ARROWS

  Gold Tip Carbon Crossbow Bolts
 

One Block Off Main Street

34 Rebecca Street
SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up
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Jacob Haught, from Charleston, 
reeled in a big largemouth bass.

Summer Bass Fishing
1. Fish The Shade
  Throughout the summer, areas 
with shade are going to be the 
bass hot spots.  Always keep in 
mind which way the sun is hitting 
the water. Ask yourself, where is 
the shade from this plant being 
created.  
  In a perfect situation, we would 
be able to see the shade that’s 
created.  But during the mid day 
hours and in murky water, we 
can’t always see where the shade 
is being cast.  
  Be sure to work the edges of 
the weed beds where the bass are 
seeking shelter.  And as the sun 
moves throughout the day, move 
with it…always staying in the 
shade.
  According to MarksMarineInc.
com, “When fishing floating weed 
beds that do not reach the bottom, 
hook a six or eight-inch golden 
shiner at the base of its tale and 
coax it to swim under the weed 
bed. This technique hooks big 

bass that like the cooler shallow 
waters.”
  They continue to suggest you 
can, “mimic the pattern of a 
wounded baitfish using a minnow 
and a bobber. Bass pick up on 
the “sonic signatures” very well. 
Lightly hook the minnow under 
its back fin, and place the bobber 
above the minnow with enough 
line in between to allow the min-
now to reach inches from the bot-
tom. Add enough weight to let 
the minnow swim to the surface 
and drift downwards, imitating a 
wounded baitfish.
2. Clear Water Bass Fishing 
Tips
  In clear water, slowly crawl the 
bait through pockets in the weeds. 
In clear conditions, fish feed pre-
dominantly by sight – avoid using 
rattle-type lures that usually only 
frighten away potential catches.
3. Muddy Water Bass Fishing 
Tips
  In muddy water, present your 

bait in quick jumps along the deep 
side of the structure.  Crank baits 
work well in muddy water
  In discoloured water, bass often 



BERRY’S CAMPGROUND
Overnight Camping

New River Road
Hinton, WV

Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890

(cell)

WiFI
Lounge

Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing

Catamaran Rentals
Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199
www.berryscampground.com       booking@berryscampground.com

Fluid Kayaks - Golf Carts - Rentals
By Pass Sales

Lots Of Fishing Tackle -Convenience Items
308 Hinton Bypass  Hinton, WV  304-309-3800

SURE
CATCH
FISH FARM

CATFISH 5 MILES NORTH OF

ELKINS, WV
OLD RT. 219

STALNAKER RD.

BAIT & TACKLE
304-636-1278

Sat. 1 p.m. Till 12 a.m.
Tournaments Sat. Eve
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strike a plastic worm as it drifts 
toward the bottom. If the worm 
reaches the bottom, pull the worm 
in little jumps across the lake 
floor.  Black lures work well in 
discolored water.
4. Get To Know Your Lure
  The best bass fishing tip ever 
given is to simply pay attention.  
So this list of bass fishing tips 
wouldn’t be complete without 
mentioning that at least once.
  Pay attention to your line and to 
your lure.
 Get to know the “normal” motion 
of the lure as well as the fishing 
line itself. When you become fa-
miliar with what the lure is sup-
posed to feel like on your end of 
the fishing rod, then any deviation 
from that “normal” might be a 
strike.  And thats when you need 
to set the hook.
  The same is true with fishing 

LIVE 
BAIT

line.  Any slack or variation in 
the appearance of the fishing line, 
especially as the line is sinking 
to the bottom, like with a senko 
worm, set the hook.
5. Best Summer Bass Lures
  Plastic worms, like the senko 
bait, are one of the best summer 
bass fishing lures. The reason 
these are so popular and why you 
want to use these is because you 
fish them off the bottom. Thats 
where the fish are going to be 
during these hot summer days.
  The fall rate created from the 
large amount of salt impregnated 
in the body drives fish mad.
  Summer time bass really like 
lures that move slow.  Really 
slow. So be very patient when 
fishing plastic worms.  After cast-
ing the worm, always let it sit on 
the bottom for a long while before 
retrieving it.  

  Don’t discount top water lures 
either.  Just because you shouldn’t 
fish top water lures during the 
heat of the day, doesn’t mean you 
can try your luck at it early morn-
ings and later in the evenings.  
Top water lures also work well 
if the weather’s changed and it 
cools down, or if the sky becomes 
overcast. During retrieval of the 
plastic worm, move it very slow-
ly, and allow it time to just sit on 
the bottom again. Each time you 
move the worm, let it sit on the 
bottom.  
  Don’t discount top water lures 
either.  Just because you shouldn’t 
fish top water lures during the heat 
of the day, doesn’t mean you can 
try your luck at it early mornings 
and later in the evenings.  Top 
water lures also work well if the 
weather’s changed and it cools 
down, or if the sky becomes over-
cast.

Josh Murray has been catching 
lots of nice Ohio River hybrids.



September 
7 & 8

$125 Entry - Covers Both Days  

$10 Daily Big Bass = $145 Total
Big Bass Pays 2 Places Daily*

No Late Fee Entering At Ramp

Stonewall 
Classic

7AM - 4PM
Both Days

• 6 FISH LIMIT
• Complete Rules Given At Event

Mail In $20 By 9/2 To 
Hold Boat Number

Pay The CASH 
Balance At The Ramp

Mail to:  Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105

Lewis County Visitors Bureau
Lodging Info 304-269-7328

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Ranger & Triton Boats

304-684-2850 St. Marys, WV

$1,000
Guaranteed

1st Place

  I 79 Exit 96 - 6 Miles Out

ENTER NOW
• Hold Your Boat Number

Clip Out And 
Mail In - $20

TOURNAMENT INFO 
Mark Goudy

 304-482-7217

14th
Annual 36 Team Limit

VANDALIA RAMP

Name___________________________

Partner__________________________

   Stonewall Classic______
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6. Start Shallow And Work 
Deep
  During the summer, bass pre-
fer the cooler shady water clos-
er to the bottom.  But that’s not 
where they typically start or end 
their day. Bass like to feed at the 
surface during the early morning 
hours as well as late evenings 
when the sun is down and only 
low light conditions exist.
  So start your day by fishing top 
water lures near the surface and in 
the shallows.
  As the summer sun begins to 
climb and temperatures begin 
to rise, transition to deeper bot-
tom fishing lures such as plastic 
worms, jigs and slow moving 
spinner baits.

Then, as evening approaches, 
start your transition back to shal-
lower water and consider using 
top water lures again.
 Fishing for bass in the summer 
can be hot! And not just the weath-
er.  With the spawn in spring as 

the exception, summer is by the 
best time for bass fishing.  
  But with the warmer weather 
comes a different approach to how 
to fish for bass.  Just remember to 
seek out the cool water, which 
usually means shade and deep.

Sam Hatfield hooked a huge large-
mouth bass in Mason County.

Kaden Hicks, from Wetzel Co. 
reeled in a nice black crappie.



DEER PROCESSING
6522 Tyler Highway

SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175
304-758-2150

GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING
HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING

TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

* Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms
* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED
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  FISHING TACKLE
On facebook.com/mountainsidewv

www.mountainsidewv.com

Hunter Simmons, caught a 5 lb., 2 
oz. largemouth bass at Elk Fork.

Young Ava Drake landed a quali-
ty Ohio river smallmouth bass.

Keith Conley released a 51” 
musky to be caught again.
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LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________

City________________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_____________________

Fish_______________________________ Pound______ Oz____

Deer__________  Other_________________ #Points________ Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2024.

E-mail  wvasport@gmail.com

NO 
DOES

TEXT 304-482-7217

Chris White bagged a white turkey 
with a black beard in Lewis County.

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime

43 Years Experience

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road

 Accepting Major Credit Cards
Full Time/Award Winning  Master 

Taxidermist  Rick Dunlap
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www.wvasportsman.net
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Lazy Dog
Campground & Resort

CATFISH PAYLAKE

2 CATFISH PAY LAKES ~ SAME FISHING RATES ON BOTH LAKES

CATFISH PARADISE
CATFISH PAYLAKE

1564 McGriffins Lane
Jackson, Ohio 45640

(740) 384-4700

10 Cabins
•70 Full Hook-up

   Campsites

Check Us Out
On Facebook At 

Lazy Dogs

Numerous Sites
Shelter House
Picnic Areas
Bathhouse

Laundry Facilities

Playground
Pay Lake / Fishing 

Dbl. Horseshoe Pits
Swimming Pool

Double Cornhole

BRING
THE 

FAMILY

FISHING RATES FOR 12 HOURS  $18 + $3 BONUS FISH - 6 TO 10 YEARS OLD $5 - FREE 5 & UNDER
   24 HOURS  $25      48 HOURS $43

Both Lakes Feature Fully Equipped Tackle Shops  LIVE BAITBoth Lakes Open 24 Hours - 7 Days A Week

“Where the big cats swim”

JOIN THE
FUN!

12769 Veto Road
Between Belpre & Marietta On Rt. 7

Marietta, OH 
45750

(740) 373-0686

CATFISH PARADISE

www.catfishparadiseohio.com

Fri /Sat Tournaments 7pm to Midnite Lazy Dog   Fri/Sat 8pm to 1am Catfish Paradise    $20 + Ticket    Pays Top 4

Enjoy Camping, Fishing & Swimming
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Superior

SuperiorSuperior
The name says it all! 
 SALES, SERVICE, 

PARTS

Rt. 50 EAST
PARKERSBURG

304-424-5122
800-478-5884

www.SuperiorAutoWV.com
2024 Toyota Tacoma  2024 Toyota 4Runner

         T.R. Hathaway says: “Try top water lures for bass in the morning”

Reel In Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

Reel In Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

  2024 Toyota Tundra 

* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate.   
4.99% APR for 60 monthly payments 0f $18.87 per $1,000 borrowed . Plus tax & fees and dealer doc fee.  
Whereas every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible for errors. 

 Reserve Yours Today  Reserve Yours Today

 Reserve Yours Today

View the Superior Toyota Sales Incentives for this 
month by going online at superiorautowv.com
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