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e FREE Unloading at Your Site

e Milled Locally in Jane Lew, WV
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e All materials are cut to order.
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Attention Bass Fishermen!

Cover Photo
Jeremy Goddard had success
with a quality 11 point buck on
opening day. He hunted in Wet-
zel County for his trophy buck.
; T Several counties, mainly near
| : é::sg gp';/lr?slr:gﬁ the Ohio River, have suffered
| P.O. Box 5521 from an EHD epidemic. It will
| Vienna, WV impact the deer harvest from
| city ST | 26105 those counties.
| Good luck to everyone!
We are looking for big game
pictures. Form is on page 38.

Mail-List For Bass Tournaments °

In 2026

Fill Out The Form Below
To Be Placed On The Mail List

You can also email
_; Wvasport@yahoo.com

FREE ONLINE www.wvasportsman.net
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Whitetail Facts

It's finally October, and you
know: season is now in full swing.
For some of us, the season has
been in full swing for months. For
the rest of us, we have a short,
jam-packed several weeks to land
that monster buck on our trail
cam.

Therefore, rather than twiddling
our thumbs and waiting for that
deer to make its way to our stand,
let's make use of our time. Let's
learn more about our game.

Knowing the game you hunt
helps you plan and hunt more suc-
cessfully. So, here are ten inter-
esting facts that every hunter and
huntress should understand about

DeWayne Cantrell hunted in
Wayne Co. for his whitetail.

200+ Campsites ¢ All Utilities
Cabins With Jacuzzis
B>
Tube Rentals
Cable TV
LN
oS
US Rt 33
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023

Stocked Trout
N\
()
L \2;
9 Miles East Of Elkins
www.revelles.com

whitetail deer. Use these insights
to stalk your prey this season.

1. Whitetail Deer Are Very Agile
When tracking a deer through
the woods or waiting in your tree
stand, it might seem like a buck is
there one minute — then gone the
next.

That's because whitetail deer
are exceptionally agile. They can
run 35-40 miles per hour and leap
over obstacles 7-10 feet high.

A whitetail's powerful legs and
acute balance enable swift, nim-
ble movements through dense
forests and rugged terrain, allow-
ing them to evade predators and
navigate complex environments
with remarkable ease.

2. They Feed Often

On average, a whitetail deer will
feed about four times in a 24-hour
window. These deer need to eat
around eight pounds of vegetation
per one hundred pounds of body
weight per day.

For example, a whitetail that
weighs 150 pounds can be seen
feasting on 12 pounds of vegeta-
tion throughout the day!

3. They Can Live a Long Time

Do you feel like you keep seeing
the same buck year after year on
your trail cams? It's possible!
Whitetails can live up to 20 years
in the wild. Although only a few
deer live to the age of ten, many
live only two to three years.

4. Several Factors Contribute to

RV Camp
Gift Shop
Cabins
Lighthouse
Playground ¢ Tent Camping ¢ Boat Rental
104P Talll
ouIr
Pontoon
Fishing Boat
Paddleboard
Canoe
Kayak
Rentals
Pirate Ship
Playground
Luxury
Cabins
Tiny
Cabins
278 Summersville Lake Rd.
Mt. Nebo, WV 26679
304-872-5975
www.summersvillelakeretreat.com

Large Antlers
How does that buck's antlers get
so large? A 10-point buck doesn't
continue to the page 6

INSURING THE OUTDOORS

Specialized
Business
Insurance

800-998-6810
wv@gunins.com
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304-269-6330

B&B PAWN SHOP

PAWN - BUY

BETWEEN WESTON
AND GLENVILLE

OF GUNS

L STOCKED

SELL - TRADE

» Musical Instruments
e Furniture
* Glassware
* Electronics

WE BUY
ESTATES

13454 US. HWY 33 WEST
PICKLE STREET

ALUM BRIDGE, WV

grow those on his own!

A whitetail's large antlers result
from three primary factors: nutri-
tious food, increasing buck age,
and good genes.

5. They Use Scent Glands for
Identification

How does one deer recognize an-
other deer? It's all about the smell.

Whitetail deer have scent glands
between the two parts of the hoof
on all four feet, outside of each
hind leg, and on the inside of each
hind leg. This makes communica-
tion and identification a piece of
cake for these animals.

6. Antlers Grow Fast
Adult buck antlers will start to

grow around the last day of March

and the first day of April. They

usually grow at the rate of about a

quarter-inch per day.

7. Does Can Have Multiple Fawns
Female deer, or does, can give

birth to one to three young at a

time. This usually happens in

May or June.

8. They Rest During the Day

More often than not, whitetails
are at rest or inactive during day-
light hours, making them crepus-
cular animals.

The ideal times to see whitetail
deer feeding are from before dawn
until several hours later and again
from late afternoon until dusk.

9. They Swim

A 15 Ib. Koi got loose one time Tim Wade hooked a big large-

and Caleb Joyce caught it.

mouth bass in the morning.
Oct/Nov 2025 ~ Page 6

Have you ever seen a deer swim?
They can!

Whitetail deer can swim at a
speed of up to 15 miles per hour.
10. A Whitetail's Vision is Very
Distinct

They can only see shades of yel-
low and blue, and they can view
landscapes, forests, fields, etc.,
at a 310-degree radius. In oth-
er words, wear orange and don't
move.

Use these Whitetail Deer Facts
and hunt wisely to Tag Out This
Season

Now that you know a little bit
more about your favorite game,
let's make this season one to re-
member.

Hunt safely this year and obey
DNR rules and regulations. May-
be you can get your trophy buck.

HUNTER’S TAXIDERMY
28 YEARS EXPERIENCE

23 Tanner Lane
New Martinsville, WV

Top Quality Mounts

A7 3044553775
% SHOULDER MOUNT
i $650 + TAX




HUGE ON 2023 LEFTOVERS

Lowest Pricing Of The YEAR!

FALL

PONTOON

SALE!

Financing Available

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535
304-529-0487

www.rodgersmithmarine.com

SKEETER

222 FCR

222 CR

Deer Archery and Crossbow Season Open

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The
West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources (WVDNR) an-
nounced today that archery and
crossbow seasons for white-tailed
deer, black bear and wild boar
will opened on Sept. 27. Hunters
are encouraged to prepare now
by purchasing their licenses and
stamps at WVhunt.com before the
seasons begin.

“The start of West Virginia’s
archery and crossbow seasons is
one of the most anticipated times
of the year and provides an in-
credible opportunity to introduce
new hunters to the sport, recon-
nect with family traditions and
enjoy the outdoors,” said WVD-
NR Director Brett McMillion.

To help hunters prepare, the

WVDNR is reminding the public
of several important matters per-
taining to these seasons:

Electronic Checking: All big game
must be field tagged and electron-

ically checked at WVhunt.com.
Completing the check promptly
after harvest ensures accurate re-
porting and helps the WVDNR

continue to the next page

Michelle Messer hunted in Wayne

County for a first day buck.
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Dakota Taylor got a nice black
bear. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in EIkins.



RIDENOUR LAKE - NITRO, WV

NitroCVB.com

monitor wildlife populations.

Deer Stamps: Hunters who want a
chance to take up to two addition-
al deer during the archery season
must purchase their Class RB or
RRB stamps before the season

begins.
Deer Carcass and Baiting Re-
strictions: Carcass transporta-

tion restrictions are now in effect
in Grant County, while baiting
and feeding restrictions apply in

Chad Harrison had a time reeling
in this 417 blue catfish.

Pendleton County.

Wounded Game Recovery: An
unmanned aerial vehicle can be
used to track and locate mortal-
ly wounded deer, bear and wild
boar. Only one leashed dog can
be used for this purpose.
Hemorrhagic Disease in Deer:
Hunters should also be aware of
ongoing reports of hemorrhagic
disease (HD) in some deer pop-
ulations across the state. HD is
a naturally occurring virus that
can affect white-tailed deer, and
the WVDNR is monitoring the
situation closely. For more infor-
mation, including guidance on
reporting suspected cases, Visit
WV dnr.gov/hemorrhagic-disease.
Deer Bowhunter Survey: Hunt-
ers who participated in last year’s
deer archery season are invited
to participate in the WVDNR’s

annual bowhunter survey, which
Oct/Nov 2025 ~ Page 8

provides valuable data that sup-
ports wildlife management and
helps improve future hunting
opportunities. Invitations will be
emailed beginning the week of
Sept. 22.

continue to page 11

Aiden Crockett caught a 5 Ib. 8
0z. lunker bass on day 2 of the
Stonewall Classic. His team fin-
ished 3rd overall.



Stop By Our Store
OR Shop Online
With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You
www.doddsports.com
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e BUY
e SELL
11-6 Mon-Fri
- TRADE | "%
* AMMO * SAFES
* CLOTHING * FISHING
* HANDGUNS * RELOADING
* DEER BLINDS + ARCHERY
o CUTLERY * HANDGUNS
* SCOPES * LONG GUNS
* HUNTING * POWDER
* BOATING * OPTICS

Weatherby « Christensen Arms
Ruger ¢ Remington ¢ Browning
Winchester ¢ Glock « Taurus
Thompson Center * Springfield
And MUCH MORE!

90 Day Lay-Away
20% Down

CLASS 3  Suppressors
DEALER Thermal Scopes

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg
And Clarksburg

|RELOADING|
[RODS-REELS|

103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200
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4 , O O O Pleasure

GUNS
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96 Outdoor Plaza
Ripley, WV 25271

304-373-0400

bridgeport equipment and tool ripley
www.bridgeportequip.com

Online Ordering Or
Stop By Our Ripley Store

Famous Name Guns

New & Used Guns We Trade

Fishing & Archery

Ventrac - UTVs

Deere Mowers - Stihl Products \

Other Store Locations 11 Total
Products Offered May Differ

Bridgeport, OH Huntington, WV
740-635-1129 304-736-2120
Marietta, OH Wurtland, KY
740-373-6686 606-833-1408

New Martinsville, WV Charleston, WV
304-455-6686 304-744-0555
Pennsboro, WV Pomeroy, OH
304-659-2917 740-992-1438
Gallipolis, OH Beckley, WV
740-446-2412 304-252-6688

\Heavy Equipment Sales & Rentals \
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Hunting Outlook and Mast Sur-
vey: Due to an increase in hard
mast production, harvests during
the archery and crossbow seasons
are expected to be lower in 2025.
To learn more, download the re-
port at WVdnr.gov/mast-survey.
To learn more about season
dates, bag limits and county-spe-
cific regulations, check the West
Virginia Hunting Regulations
Summary, available to download
at  WVdnr.gov/hunting-regula-

James & Kyle Warner (with baby
Maisie) won the 15th Annual
Stonewall Classic. They were in
8th place on day one and put to-
gether a big bag on day 2 to win
with a 2 day weight of 25 pounds,
7 ounces.

DNR Mast Survey For 2025

ELKINS, W.Va. — The West
Virginia Division of Natu-
ral Resources (WVDNR) an-
nounced today that hunters pre-
paring for fall seasons may now
consult the 2025 Hunting Out-
look and Mast Survey, which
details the abundance of wild
fruits and nuts produced by 18
species of trees and shrubs and
forecasts game harvests for the
coming year.

According to the survey, the
mast index is 2 percent above
the statewide long-term aver-
age and 16 percent above 2024.

“Hard mast production, espe-
cially acorns from white oak
and chestnut oak, is up this
year and expected to be abun-
dant and widespread across
the state,” said Avery Korns,

mast survey project leader for the
WVDNR’s Wildlife Resources
Section. “However, soft mast pro-
duction was variable and many
species showed decreases across
most or all of the surveyed ecore-
gions.”

When mast is abundant, big game
tend to move less and remain
more dispersed, making them
harder for hunters to locate. Re-
duced soft mast can cause wildlife
to move more in search of food,
creating localized opportunities in
later months for hunters who do
advance scouting.

Because mast production influ-
ences wildlife behavior, harvests
for white-tailed deer and raccoon
are predicted to be lower in 2025.
According to the survey, the over-

continue to the next page

LIVE
BAIT

CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

Gary Ross hooked a 3 Ib.& a 3
Ib. 7 0z. bass on a crankbait for a
rare double at Stonewall Jackson.
Both bass hit at the same time.

cUNs INEWARK, WV
In Stock 304'275'4619
Or Ordered Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Safe 5 am-8 pm Fr
Showroom & U ol i

Closed Sunday

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
e Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages ¢ Gasoline Musky Lures
 Food ¢ Live Bait « Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle « Crossbows

Ravin - Barnette
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Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold ¢ Silver « Jewelry « Guns ¢ Electronics ¢ Tools ¢ Archery « And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104
(304) 428 PAWN (7296) NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

www.carlspawnshop.com

Parkersburg, WV 26101

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

515 Division Street

(304) 428-7298

all black bear harvest is predicted
to be higher. Hunters should see
similar harvests for wild turkey,
wild boar, gray and fox squirrel
and ruffed grouse in 2025 com-
pared to 2024.

“Every hunting season in West

Virginia comes with unique op-
portunities and challenges, so |
encourage folks to use this report
to their advantage, plan accord-
ingly and enjoy a great hunting
season this fall,” said WVDNR
Director Brett McMillion.

The survey, which is conduct-
ed by active and retired staff
from the WVDNR’s Wildlife
Resources Section and West Vir-
ginia Division of Forestry, may
be downloaded at WVdnr.gov/
mast-survey.

Chad Hager reeled in a quality Braeden Godfrey landed some Robbie Smith fished at night for a

22" rainbow trout near Elkins.

Oct/Nov 2025 ~ Page 12

nice bass at the Stonewall Classic. huge flathead catfish.



Prepared Food

www.burnsvilledock.com

me | Burnsville Docks
I%,QCRKCIS_E
Closi SELECTION
304-853-2822 | | oo
LIVE BAIT . ;eizl -1<i|02e0n26 Lots Of Jigs
i ACC Rods
Reserve Your Slip Space Now 7 & More
Snacks/Beverages gasoline » Marine Supplies oom
Rods & Reels

Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

Yamamoto & More

Favorite Time Of The Year For Bass Fishing

We’re not too far from one of
my favorite times of the year, but
we’re not there yet. I’'m talking
about fall in Oklahoma, and my
gut tells me it won’t be much lon-
ger.

I fished a tournament on Lake
Eufaula the second week of Sep-
tember, and the water temperature
was in the 80s. At that tempera-
ture level, the fish are not con-
cerned with chasing bait. They’re
still in that late summer pattern,
and they still haven’t made any
transition to the backs of creeks.

During that tournament, [ caught
them early on topwater and then
moved out to deep brush, timber
and anywhere | had caught them

Bridgett Fausey caught a blue cat-
fish from the Kanawha River.

in August. I didn’t even look for
those shallow patterns.

At this point, we’re probably two
weeks away from the beginning
of fall. We had a late summer, so
it’ll probably happen in early Oc-
tober. We just need a week of cool
weather and it will get going.

In my experience, you know fall
has arrived when you start seeing
the deer moving around early in
the morning and not just in the
evenings. There’s more life in na-
ture.

On the water, you see shad flip-
ping, and it’s not just stagnant like
it had been during late summer.

By Luke Palmer
when I fished that recent tourna-
ment with my dad, he and I said,

continue to the next page

Austin Spear hooked a small-
mouth at Sandstone Falls.

LIVE BAIT

MINNOWS « NIGHTCRAWLER « MEAL WORM

NEW & USED GUNS
Buy - Sell - Trade - Pawn

Archery Equipment

Tools - Chainsaws

FISHING
TACKLE

Open: Mon Tue Thu Fri 8-4
Wed & Sat 8 to Noon

613 E Main St.

HARRISVILLE, WV
304-643-2940

A
M
M
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50 YARD
INDOOR RANGE

304-622-8440

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT « MATHEWS « DIAMOND « BOWTECH « MISSION « PSE

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH, WV

Open 10AM to 8PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

LEAGUE
SHOOTING

Harold Cogar, Owner

“It just feels dead.” There were no
carp moving around, no gar snap-
ping.

But once that water gets around
70, stuff starts popping. There’s
life everywhere.

The bass are moving shallower
and getting on the bait school. It
seems like you’ll see more group-
ing. They’ll start showing them-
selves and feeding more aggres-
sively.

Lake turnover is a big part of the
fall transition and that normally
happens for us about now. After a
recent cool spell, the water started
looking and I think it was trying
to turn over, but the weather got
stable and hot again and the ther-

Chris Hugart landed an impres-
sive 7 Ib. 11 oz. largemouth bass
at Stonewall Jackson Lake.

mocline was solid at 15 feet.

We have some cooler weather
coming, so that should start get-
ting the lakes turned over.

When things get right and true
fall conditions arrive, it’s strictly
about covering water. If the wa-
ter temperature is 70 or under, I’ll
rarely be deeper than 3 feet.

You don’t really know where
they’re going to be from the main
lake to the backs of creeks, so you
have to focus on moving fast and
hitting a lot of spots.

One of my favorite fall baits for
covering water is a Heddon Zara

Spook. | also like the BOOYAH
continue to the next page

e Grow A Healthier Herd
e Attract Deer

In Stores Or Contact Us
Roger Perry
pandrwhitetailsupreme@gmail.com
304-613-9055

Made In Buckhannon, WV
P & R Whitetail Supreme On Facebook

Park Center Sporting Goods, Rainelle WV Holly River Grocery, Hacker Valley WV Re-creations Taxidermy El-
kins WV Valley Bend Valley Muffler & Brake, Parkersburg WV Smokin Musket Outdoors, Bloomery WV Carol's
Store, Bergoo WV PC Outdoors, Crab Orchard WV The Y Country Store, Walkersville WV Tri County Arms &
Archery, Petersburg WV Knobley Farms Sport Shop, New Creek WV Freedom Ag, Buckhannon WV Southern
States, Elkins WV Freedom Ag, Gassaway WV Hardman's Hardware, Glenville WV Home Warehouse Inc.,
Uniontown PA  Mountaineer Gun & Tackle, Man WV Southern States, Philippi WV Jane Lew Home Center,
Jane Lew WV BFS Farm & Home (Southern States), Morgantown WV Kirkendoll's Pay Pond, Oceana WV
Freedom Ag, Ronceverte WV Hall's Feed & Farm Supply, Pennsboro WV Jowar Feed & Supply, Laeger WV
Southern States, Summersville WV Liggett's Supply, Mill Creek WV Allegheny Industrial Supply, Bridgeport
WV 304 Outdoors, Belington WV Green'’s Feed and Seed, Charleston WV
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‘ * BIRDS & FISH
* EUROPEAN
MOUNTS

304-373-7815

Boss Pop when I need to briefly
slow down around docks and oth-
er shallow cover. | can keep that
bait in the strike zone and call
those fish out of cover.

The other bait I’ll have tied on
is the War Eagle Screaming Eagle
spinnerbait. It has smaller blades,
and you can really burn it with-
out it rolling over. It’s a compact
bait that matches the smaller fall
baitfish.

Whatever you throw, don’t get
frustrated. One day can be tough
and the next can be magical.

And stay positive. It’s easy to
get negative, but stay after it be-
cause you could run into them just
about anywhere and when you do,
they’re going to be ready to bite.

Only 12, Parker Kendrick got a
buck on opening day of archery.

Smarr’s Qutdoor Services
2108 Gauley Turnpike Rd.

Flatwoods, WV
304-678-5129

LIVE
BAIT

Open: Tue to Fri
Noon to 6pm

NOW Sellling

GUNS

Your local one stop outdoors shop.
We are an FFL Dealer and a full
service archery shop. We sell live
bait and fishing supplies. We also
offer winterization and outside
storage for boats and RVs. With
11 full Hook up camp sites. Closed
Sat, Sun, Mon!

Archery & Hunting Supplies

AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

RV Camping
Boat Storage

DNR Antlerless Deer Seasons

Whether you’re a seasoned hunt-
er or planning your first trip into
the woods, understanding West
Virginia’s antlerless deer season
is crucial for a successful hunt.
With specific regulations and sea-
son dates in place, this guide will
help you stay informed and ready
for the upcoming season. From
identifying which deer you can
legally harvest to knowing where
and when to hunt, we’ve got you
covered. Get ready to make the
most of West Virginia’s antlerless
deer season and enjoy the many
benefits it offers.

WHAT DEER CAN | LEGALLY

HARVEST DURING THE ANT-
Oct/Nov 2025 ~ Page 15

LERLESS SEASON?

An antlerless deer is any deer
without antlers. That part might
be obvious, but additionally any
deer with antlers that are not lon-
ger than three inches above the
hairline are also considered ant-
lerless deer. When in doubt, don’t
shoot anything with visible ant-
lers.

When hunting antlerless deer,
focus on areas with high deer ac-
tivity, such as the edge of fields
and trails as well as areas of high
acorn abundance. Pay attention
to wind direction to avoid being
detected by a deer’s keen sense

continue to the next page



of smell, and set up in a location
that gives you a clear, ethical shot.
Early mornings and late after-
noons are prime times to hunt, as
deer are most active during these
hours. Remember to stay patient
and wait for the right opportunity
to ensure a successful and respon-
sible harvest.

WHEN ARE WEST VIRGIN-
IA'SANTLERLESS DEER SEA-
SONS?

West Virginia’s antlerless deer
season is a split season, which
means the hunting dates are di-
vided into separate time periods
throughout the fall and winter.
This structure allows hunters mul-
tiple opportunities to hunt antler-
less deer during different phases
of the season, accommodating
various schedules and hunting
conditions. The split seasons also
help manage deer populations by
spreading out the harvest over
several weeks, reducing pressure
on the herd and allowing for more
sustainable hunting practices.
Antlerless deer season dates to re-
member:

October 23-36

November 24 — December 7
December 11-14

December 28-31

For more information about ant-
lerless season dates, bag limits

Charleigh Morgan landed a big
grass carp.

YAMAHA
SUZUKI
OUTBOARD
Authorized
Service
And Sales

==
ALz

Gg F,‘%/ B0A47S

ALUMINUM BOATS

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

www.7riversmarine.com
We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

and special regulations for each
county where the season is open,
consult pages 15-20 in the Hunt-
ing Regulations Summary.
WHERE CAN I HUNT DURING
WEST VIRGINIA'S ANTLER-
LESS DEER SEASON?

The antlerless deer firearms sea-
son will be open on public and pri-
vate land in all or portions of the
state’s 51 counties that are open to
deer firearms hunting. This gives
hunters a wide range of environ-
continue to the next page

JACKSON
COUNTY
PAWN

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans
NEW & USED GUNS

506 WALNUT ST, ©
RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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ments to choose from, including
state forests, wildlife manage-
ment areas and private lands with
written landowner permission.
No matter what property type you
plan to hunt, be sure to scout your
area in advance to understand the
terrain and locate deer activity.
The antlerless deer firearms
season is closed in West Vir-
ginia’s four bow-only counties
(Logan, McDowell, Mingo and
Wyoming). Portions of Fayette,
Raleigh and Wayne counties are
also closed to antlerless deer fire-
arms hunting due to local man-
agement strategies. Hunters in
these regions should be aware of
these restrictions and plan their
hunts in counties where the sea-
son is open. Always check for any
special regulations or additional
restrictions in the specific area
where you plan to hunt, as they
can vary by county and land type.
WEST VIRGINIA ANTLER-
LESS DEER SEASON REGU-
LATIONS TO REMEMBER
Staying up-to-date on hunting
regulations is more than just a le-
gal requirement—it’s a commit-
ment to safety and wildlife con-
servation. During West Virginia’s
antlerless deer season, specific
rules ensure that hunters can safe-

Chase Richards fished through the
rain for a nice largemouth bass.

HANK’S DISCOUNT & PAWN

SPORTING GOODS « PAWN SHOP

NEW & USED GUNS ¢ FISHING « AMMO
MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK

69 N. MAIN ST.
PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

ly enjoy the outdoors while help-
ing to maintain a healthy deer
population. Here’s what you need
to know to hunt responsibly and
stay within the law:
Blaze Orange

Since West Virginia’s antlerless
season 1is a firearms season, all
hunters must wear a blaze or-
ange outer garment of at least 400
square inches.
Field Tagging and Checking
Game

Before you can transport a deer
you harvest, you must attach to it
a completed field tag with your
name, address, hunting license

number (if required) and the date,
time and county of your harvest.
This tag must remain on the deer
until it is tagged with a WVD-
NR-issued 13-digit game check
confirmation number.

Game check confirmation
numbers can be acquired on-
line at WVhunt.com, by calling
1-844-WVCHECK or by visit-
ing an authorized license agent.
Each deer must be electronical-
ly checked and tagged with your
13-digit game check number,
name and address within 72 hours
of harvest or within 24 hours of

continue to the next page

Attention on deck! Calling all vets
looking for some “reel therapy”

on the water catfishing.

Register at
www.operationvetswith nets.org
Charlie Brookover

West Virginia volunteer captain
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the season’s close, whichever
comes first. This tag must remain
on the deer until it is dressed for
consumption.
License and Stamp Requirements
All antlerless deer must be tak-
en on a Class N or NN stamp or
with a Class DT license. Resident
landowners hunting on their own
property (or their resident chil-

dren, resident parents or resident
tenants) do not have to purchase
a Class N or NN stamp. Only one
antlerless deer may be taken on
each stamp.
BENEFITS OF HUNTING ANT-
LERLESS DEER IN WEST VIR-
GINIA

An early antlerless deer firearms
season provides several advantag-

2025 Boats In Stock

Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes
Pontoon * Bass Boats

Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Certified Service Department

Back Issues Back To 2006

es for hunters, such as favorable
weather conditions for tree-stand
hunting and the ability to meet
the harvest requirement some
counties have for taking a sec-
ond antlered buck in November.
Counties that require hunters to
harvest an antlerless deer before
taking a second antlered buck in-
clude Berkeley, Greenbrier (south
portion), Hampshire, Hardy, Jef-
ferson, Mineral (east portion),
Monroe, Morgan and Wood.

West Virginia’s early antlerless
season is designed to control the
state’s deer population and pro-
mote healthier, heavier and more
productive deer herds.
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Weston Lester arrowed a nice
Wyoming County whitetail buck.

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* Food & Beverages

- Convenience Items
Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV




HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

WV’s Largest Tackle Store

Rapala ¢ Molix ¢ X Zone ¢ Keitech ¢ Strike King * Berkely ¢ Storm
13 Fishing « KW ¢« Yamamoto ¢ Yum ¢ Rebel « Bandit « 6th Sense
Bomber « Megabass ¢ Jackall « Havoc ¢ Net Bait « Z Man « Gamakatsu
VMC « Savage Gear ¢ Bio Bait « Live Target » Crunchcity « Roboworm
Goggan * Lunkerhunt « Sufix * Lucky Strike » Reaction * KVD « Rage
Zoom ¢ FYAO ¢ Missle « Venom ¢ Gulp « Seagar ¢ P Line « & MORE!

Trout Reels « Rods « Tackle
Gun Accessories = Clothing

FFS

Trapping and much more! LARGE SELECTON
FORWARD FACING
OPEN - 7 Days A Week SONAR BAITS
OVER LINE REELS
N
4000
RODS
RODS: MOLIX - LEW’S
CASHION « BERKLEY
FENWICK « ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO « G LOOMIS « HALO
MADKATZ - ST. CROIX TROUT
PENN « DAIWA « OUTLAW
L I VE B A I T COOLERS PLASTICS
Minnows ¢ Worms ¢ Mealworms
220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES
@RANKAHT@ SMUTTY DOG « LEOPARDIS CRANE
: « TYRANT + LLUNGEN « BITE BACK
Just Outside Of Parkersburg JONES « BOGGS * MYERS
COBB’S - RED OCTOBER
_13520 Emerson Ave. HOTTAIL & MORE
Williamstown, WV 26187
o OnRT. 2
Ohio River Outdoors LLC

On Facebook

304-916-1800

3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit
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Calling In
A Buck

Calling in a deer is one of the
most exciting things you can do
as a hunter; it means you are per-
fectly positioned and communi-
cating directly with whitetail.

The weeks leading up to and
shortly after early November are
a hunter's favorite time of year,
when does are coming into heat
and bucks are up and moving,
searching for their mate. With
increased buck movement comes
more opportunities for you to bag
your next trophy.

So, how do you draw bucks into
shooting range during the rut and
this period of increased move-
ment? Whether you are hunting
the pre-rut, the middle of the rut,
or the tail-end of the rut, here are
the best tactics to call in shooter
bucks.

1. Can Calls

When fawns are distressed or
simply want comfort from their
mother, they make a high-pitched
bleating noise. This call causes a
doe's maternal instincts to kick
in and causes them to investigate

OUTDOOR
304

1095 Crim Ave
Belington, WV
304-704-9371

New & Used Guns
Fishing Tackle

Deer Corn

PAWN

the noise, even if they don't have
fawns of their own.

Can calls are used to imitate a
fawn or does' bleating noise de-
pending on how high or low
pitched you make the sound and

how many holes you cover.

This call is best used just be-
fore and at the beginning of the
rut. Bucks begin looking for does
during the pre-rut, so a doe that

continue to page 22

Trent Mullennex landed a huge rainbow trout in a stream near Elkins

 A/IC
TV -DVD

e Great View Of Lake

LAKE YIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

1-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

- Easy Access

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

e Barbecue Grill
e Large Porch Area

e Fully Equipped Kitchen
Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876
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Areas Largest Selection of
New & Used

UTVs, ATVs and Motorcycles!
Now with two locations to serve you better!

108 Chemistry Drive 137 Nelson Road
Elkins, WV Thomas, WV
304-636-7732 681-228-9077

www.elkinsmotorsports.net
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235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhaven.com
website: www.hillbillyhaven.com
First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91
one mile south on US 19 towards lake
Call or visit our website for rates, additional
information, and policies. A 50% deposit is

required for resrvations. Major credit cards
are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

+ All log cabins are exceptionally clean + Satellite TV and DVD player
and beautifully decorated to be your * Gas log fireplace and air conditioning
home away from home. * Full bath with shower
* Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and * Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,

safe environment
+ Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.
* Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft.

playground and horseshoe pits
+ Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts

+ Six person cabins have king or queen beds * Open 365 days a year
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub * Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
dishwasher, and washer and dryer. Palmer Golf course. 2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson

+ Eight person cabins have four bedrooms. Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
Two baths and an eight person hot tub. hunting just two minutes away.

+ Accessible cabin available. + Join the fun this year.

comes to your call may have a
buck close behind her. Bucks may
also hear your call and come in to
investigate themselves.

Once the rut is in full swing,
fawns are stable, and does disre-
gard their maternal instincts. If
you are hunting during the early
season or the rut, letting out a few
can calls even when you don't
spot a deer isn't a bad idea.
Deer have exceptional hearing.
You may have a big doe just be-
yond your visibility. However,
make sure not to overcall either,
as this behavior is not natural or
believable.
2. Grunt Tubes

Whitetail bucks actively grunt

throughout the rut to assert their compete.

dominance over younger bucks "Once most does are receptive,
and attract nearby does. That's continue to page 24
why you need a grunt tube if you
are hunting the rut.

This call imitates the grunt bucks
make, causing mature bucks to
head your way to investigate or
challenge what they think is a
smaller buck encroaching on their
territory. Typically, the bigger the
buck, the lower the grunt, so when
using a grunt tube, your call's
pitch should imitate a younger
buck.

Grunting too deeply makes it
sound like you're a massive male
and will intimidate and push away Elliot Miller hunted in Roane
smaller bucks who feel they can't County for a Sept. buck.

Onsite
CABIN RENTAL

Available www.hunterridge.net

View Us Online Or On Facebook For More Information Pheasant - Chukar - Quail

Open: Dec. 9, 2025

Bring Your Dog Or Use Ours
412 Hunter Ridge Road
Crawford, WV 26343

304-997-3204

Oct/Nov 2025 ~ Page 22



Selection Of Gifts

Musky - 60’ Wall
Hunting Gear

Savage * Prorex « Bessie
Wardens ¢ N.J.B * Zman
Medussa ¢ Llungen & More

MOUNTAINEER GUN SALES

NO GUNS NOW - MORE FISHING EQUIPMENT

LARGEST FisHING
TACKLE SHOP IN THE TRI-STATE AREA

(304) 284-9811
Open Year Round

LIWV/(E
BA

Minnows ¢ Suckers ¢« Worms ¢ Maggots
Flatheads ¢ Frozen Shad & More

Large Variety - Soft Plastics
Zoom ¢ Crush City « Yum « Mad Katz
Missile » Cabin Creek ¢ Keitech
Berkley « Googan ¢ 6th Sense

Trout Lures

Jigs - Fishing Line - Rods
Sufix « Berkley * Stren & More

Acme « Power Bait
Super Duper & More

HUGE Selection Of Fishing
Tackle For BASS - CATFISH
MUSKY - TROUT and MORE!
Gifts - Hunting Gear
72 Flavors Of Ice Cream

Mountaineer
Gun Sales LLC

Reels - Zehco « Daiwa * Mad Katz
Lews « Pfleuger » Quantum & More
Rods - 13 Fishing  Shakespeare
Zebco * Daiwa » Megabass & More

Lures - Megabass ¢« Rapala * KVD

Storm ¢ Booyah ¢ Bandit

Strike King ¢ Yamamoto m—
River Rock * Zoom & More  Facing Sonar

72 ICE CREAM FLAVORS

Exit 7 Off I-68 119N 659 Point Marion Road, MORGANTOWN, WV
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and the rut (breeding) is in full
swing, | will grunt at any buck
I see cruising UNLESS they ap-
pear to be coming within range.
I've seen bucks respond from long
distances. | blind call about every
15 to 30 minutes to pull in those
bucks that might be in the vicinity
of the sound but outside my range

S&J
Custom Meats
(304) 776-9166

Wild Game Processing

* Deer Starting At $95
* Bear Starting At $120
- Deer Cuts - Jerky

- Smoked Meats
2439 Fisher Branch Road

Charleston, WV 25312
(Located in Cross Lanes Area)

of vision." — Grant Woods, Grow-
ing Deer.tv.

A hunter carrying whitetail ant-
lers in the woods, how to call
bucks during the rut concept.

3. Rattling Antlers

Rattling mimics the sound of
two bucks fighting and is a useful
tactic to use throughout the rut.

This attracts other bucks because
they want to see what the fuss is
all about and what other males are
in their territory. If you've never
heard two bucks fighting, check
out YouTube to get an idea of how
aggressive you should be with
your rattling.

If you have some old antlers
laying around, that is as real as it
gets. Use antlers that are reflective
of the deer in your area; you don't
want to scare away a good buck

by making it sound like two mon-
ster bucks are fighting nearby.

Sometimes, carrying full-size
antlers around can be bulky and
inconvenient, so another option is
to purchase a rattle bag. This bag
mimics the noise of antlers.

Play the Wind

While calling is an effective way
to lure mature bucks towards you,
it will all be for nothing if you get
busted by the wind as the buck
approaches your location.

Check the wind direction and
think about your scent drift be-
fore you start calling. Always be
mindful of where you're set up
and what direction a buck will
likely approach you, as it could
be the difference between filling

your freezer or going home emp-
ty-handed.

While there are many tech-
nigques, tactics, and opinions on
how to call in big bucks, these are
our tried and true favorites.

Nathaniel Rose bow hunted in
September for a fine buck.

794 Hinton By Pass

HINTON, WV

304-900-6000

Non-Ethanol Gas Musky Lures

~ Open Daily ~
Live Bait
Year Round

LIVIE BAMT

[Fishing)
Tackle

GURNS
ANMO©

VIEW ON = Shacks BOOTS
FACEBOOK CGLOTHING

Carhart Danner Rocky
Twisted X Wading Boots & Water Shoe
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WARNING: CFMOTO recreational vehicles are intended for off-road use only, and can be hazardous to operate. Read Owner's Manual and al product labels before operating.
Never operate on paved roads. Operators and passengers must wear a helmet, ey protection and protective clothing. Operators must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver's
license. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. Always use seat belts, cab netting and doors (i equipped). Never operate under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
Avoid excessive speed and sharp turns, and never engage in stunt driving. Check state and local laws before operating on trails. Take a safety training course before operating.
Contact your CFMOTO dealer for more information, call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887, or go to www.atvsafety.org. ©2025 Zhejiang GFMOTO Power Co., Ltd.

$49,542 $28,975 $42,699 $27,985 $46,825 $29,990 $40,851 $26,975 $41,258 $29,990
Stop By Soon While These Sale Units Are Available - Many Other RV’s Are On Sale Too!

$29.461 $16,990 $53,624 $38,960 $48,569 $25,850 $55,072 $32,500 $51,659 $35,880
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From Field To
Fork - Wild Game

Wild game is one of the health-
iest, most sustainable sources of
protein you can put on your table
and with proper processing, stor-
age and preparation, you can en-
joy delicious, nutritious meals all
year long. And for hunters who
find themselves with more meat
than they can use, donating ex-
tra deer through the WVDNR’s
Hunters Helping the Hungry pro-
gram is a powerful way to share
nature’s bounty with those in
need.

In this guide, we’ll explore why
wild game is such a healthy pro-
tein source, walk through the
basics of processing and storing
it for the best quality, share tips
for preparing delicious meals and
explain how you can make a dif-
ference in your community this
hunting season.

WILD GAME IS NATURE’S
HEALTHIEST PROTEIN

Wild game isn’t just tasty. It’s
lean, nutrient-dense and often
healthier than many meats you’ll
find at the grocery store. Take

DJ Thomas arrowed a 12 point
fine buck. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

FREE ONLINE since 2006

www.wvasportsman.net
Check It Out - View The magazine ONLINE

venison, for example: a three-
ounce serving contains about 102
calories, nearly 20 grams of pro-
tein and just over 2 grams of fat.
Compare that to a similar serving
of lean ground beef, which has
114 calories, 15 grams of pro-
tein, and more than 5 grams of
fat. That means your wild game
meals are filling and packed with
high-quality protein while being
lower in fat.

The benefits go beyond calo-
ries and fat content. Wild game is
free from hormones, antibiotics
and artificial additives common-
ly found in store-bought meats.

Many species are naturally active,
meaning their meat is firm, flavor-
ful and full of nutrients.

Whether you’re new to hunting
or have years of experience in the
field, supplying your family with
wholesome food is a great moti-
vator to get in the field. But it’s
also a compelling reason to par-
ticipate in the Hunters Helping
the Hungry program and share
this incredible resource with your
community.

PROCESSING YOUR HAR-
VEST THE RIGHT WAY

Once your hunt is successful,

continue to the next page

Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
Expert Bow Tuning  Ammo

Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro « Mike’s » Joe’s Flies ¢ Berkley

GUNS

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls
Discount Tobacco

5AM to 6PM
7 Days A Week

Minnows ¢ Wax Worms

Night Crawlers & More

LIVE BAIT

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569
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Locally Owned

WE BUY LAND
AND
MINERAL RIGHTS

304.623.LAND

TenmileLand.com

proper processing is key to pre-
serving both the quality and nutri-
tion of your wild game. Handling
meat safely not only protects you
from contamination but also en-
sures that every cut reaches your
table in the best possible condi-
tion. Before you begin process-
ing a harvest, make sure you’ve
legally checked in your game at
WVhunt.com. Need a refresher
on how to do that? Check out this
guide.

Start in the field by wearing dis-
posable gloves and keeping your
tools clean and your knife sharp.
A dull knife can tear muscle fi-
bers, waste meat and increase
your risk of injury.

When processing a deer, remove
the hide carefully, then trim away
all hair and excess fat. Cut along
the natural contours of the mus-
cles to maximize your yield. Hind-
quarters and tenderloins are ideal
for steaks and roasts, while neck
and shoulder meat can be ground
for burgers or sausage. Taking a
little extra time during processing
ensures you get the best cuts for

freezing, cooking and sharing.

For beginners, taking your deer
harvest to a local processor is a
great option, but learning these
basics yourself is an important
part of the process and the first
step toward delicious, lean meals
that keep you coming back for
more fall hunts.
STORING WILD GAME FOR
FRESHNESS

Proper storage is essential to
keeping your wild game flavor-
ful, nutritious and safe to eat long

Scott Landis got a September bow

buck with a tall rack.
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after it leaves the field. Because
wild game is leaner than most
commercial meats, it can dry out
more quickly if not stored correct-
ly.

Vacuum sealing is the best option
for long-term storage. It protects
meat from freezer burn, locks in
flavor and preserves tenderness.
If vacuum sealing isn’t available,
tightly wrap cuts in plastic wrap
and then add an airtight layer of
freezer paper or heavy-duty alu-
minum foil. Label each package
with the type of meat and the date
it was harvested so you can rotate
your freezer stock and enjoy it at
its peak.

Smaller cuts, like steaks or ten-
derloins, freeze more evenly and
thaw faster than large roasts or
whole cuts. Ground meat should
be portioned into usable amounts
to avoid repeatedly thawing and

continue to the next page

Advertise In The

W. Va, Sportsman
* Details On Page 3



refreezing. By taking a few ex- Remington « Winchester « Weatherby « Browning * Rossi

tra steps during storage, you can
ensure a year-round supply of PARK CENTER |GUNS & AMMO
SPORTING GOODS

high-quality, nutritious wild game
Park Center

for meals that nourish your fam-
o RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

PREPARING AND ENJOYING
9AM to 6PM Daily

WILD GAME
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

When cooking wild game, re-
CROSSBOWS BY: RAVIN
Oveﬁfg&ocguns * BARNETTE « BEAR ¢ KILLER
INSTINCT « TEN POINT

member that wild game is leaner
than store-bought meats and can

COMPOUND BOWS BY: MATHEWS
« HOYT « BEAR

dry out if overcooked. To help

you prevent this, research and fol-
It's FISHING seaon
Stop By For Tackle

- Savage

» Smith & Wesson

low recommended internal cook-
ing temperatures for the game
you are preparing. This will also
ensure that the meat is properly
cooked and safe to consume.
Simple preparations often let
the natural taste shine. \Venison
steaks can be seared with a touch
of garlic and herbs, ground ven-

ison makes excellent burgers or LARGE SELECTION OF

chili and waterfowl can be roast- FISHING EQUIPMENT
ed or smoked for a rich, flavorful SAFES « KNIVES

meal. Experimenting with recipes
allows you to enjoy the full range
of flavors West Virginia game has
to offer.

Sh_arlng a meal of wild game Class 3 Dealer
nourishes the body and the soul by !
connecting hunters to their fami- Silencers
lies, frlends and communities. For m
those with extra meat, programs
like Hunters Helping the Hungry
ensure that your harvest can bring
that same joy and sustenance to
families across the state.

The WVDNR'’s Hunters Helping
the Hungry program allows hunt-
ers to donate extra deer to feed
families in need across the state.
Since its start in 1992, hunters
have processed and distributed
more than 1 million pounds of
nutritious deer meat to charita-
ble food pantries, shelters, senior
centers and soup kitchens around
the state.
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Thermal

Scopes:
N-Vision AGM
Pulsar iRay

A11agIT « YWY « UIJJRA « Yoo1ZRIg « 90N0Y « BI18QSSOI\ « AIUBH « 12%31IN0 « IYyoUuRIH

Ruger - Glock * Benelli

Xyler Erskine, from Rainelle, Chris Erskine, from Rainelle,

reeled in a nice smallmouth. landed a smallmouth bass.
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LIVE BAIT

Crappie Minnows - Shiners - Goldfish
Suckers - Leeches
FROZEN Skip Jacks & Shad
WORMS Nightcrawlers - Green Worms
Wax Worms - Meal Worms - Red Worms

Reels: Pflueger - Penn
Mad Katz - Zebco * Lew’s

Rods: Fenwick « Mad Katz
Ugly Stik « Duckett « Denali
Hellcat « Precision Crappie

1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive
Crab Orchard, WV

OPEN HOURS
Mon-Thur 10 to 6
Fri& Sat10to 7

Sun12:30t0 5

Tackle By: Worden ¢ Super Duper ¢ Strike King ¢ Berkley » Mepps * Owner
Gamakatsu ¢ Tru-Turn ¢ Gitzit » Trout Magnet « Berkley Power Bait * Yum
Yamamoto ¢ Crush City ¢ Sinkers ¢ Rebel « Heddon ¢ Spro ¢ Rapala ¢ Boo Yah

Zoom ¢ Keitech ¢ Crappie Magnet ¢

Shimano « Abu Garcia » Okuma  Mysky Tackle ¢« Outdoor Clothing * Trapping - Black Powder
Deer Corn & Attractants ¢ Hunting Products  Ammo

Rooster Tail « Z Man & More

Archery Pro Shop

PSE Bear Xpedition

Inside Bow Testing Range

Killer Instinct Barnett

304-466-1444

Hoo Doo Kayaks

Elk Management Tours

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The
West Virginia Division of Natu-
ral Resources (WVDNR) today
announced dates for its 2026 elk
management tours, which give
visitors the chance to explore sce-
nic areas of Logan County and
learn about the state’s elk resto-
ration program. The first tour will
take place Saturday, Sept. 6, with
tours continuing on weekends
through Oct. 25.

“The elk tours have become one
of our most popular wildlife ex-
periences, and for good reason,”
said WVDNR Director Brett
McMillion. “They give people a
front-row seat to see the results of
our conservation work and to wit-
ness firsthand the beauty and re-
silience of West Virginia’s grow-

ing elk herd.”

These four-hour guided tours
start and end at Chief Logan
Lodge. Tours are offered in the
morning, starting at 5:30 a.m.
and in the evening starting at 4:30
p.m. Tickets are $30 each, and a
boxed breakfast or lunch can be
added for $15.

Participants should arrive at
least 15 minutes before depar-
ture. Each tour is led by knowl-
edgeable park staff, includes a
short hike to a viewing area in
the Tomblin Wildlife Manage-
ment and offers opportunities to
learn about the history, behavior
and conservation of elk in West
Virginia. While sightings are not
guaranteed, visitors are often able

to observe these animals in their
Oct/Nov 2025 ~ Page 29

natural habitat.

Overnight accommodations are
available at Chief Logan Lodge
and a special Elk Tour Package
is available for guests who pur-
chase a tour ticket, boxed meal
and room. The package can be
reserved online at WVstateparks.
com using code ELK25 at check-

continue to the next page

Zach Chidester caught and re-
leased a nice musky.



Building A
Hurricane, WV
681-233-0220

1211 Liberty Park Drive

* Free Hot Breakfast

* Free WiFi

* Pet Friendly

» 24 Hour Front Desk

» Qutside Electric

* Fitness Center

» Meeting Room

* Nearby Attractions
Mardi Gras Casino

Ridenour Lake

Shopping Plaza

out.

For tour availability, booking
details and more information,
visit WVvdnr.gov/elk.

Elk Visitor Center Construc-
tion Continues
The WVDNR also announced
that construction continues on
a new visitor center and view-
ing tower at the Tomblin Wild-
life Management Area and that
the facility is expected to open
later this fall.

The new facility will feature
an observation tower with el-
evated and accessible viewing
areas and exhibits that high-
light the history of the WVD-
NR’s elk restoration project. It
also has conference space, of-
fices and amenities for visitors,
researchers and staff.

About the EIk Restoration
Project

The WVDNR launched its Elk
Restoration Project in 2016 with
the release of 24 elk acquired
from the Land Between the
Lakes. Since 2018, the WVDNR
has introduced 95 elk (53 from
Kentucky and 42 from Arizona)
to the Tomblin WMA in Logan
County. To learn more about the
WVDNR’s elk restoration pro-
gram, visit WVdnr.gov/elk.

The crappie were biting for these
2 fellows.

L_egal Hunting
In WV

SIMPLE PREPARATION CAN
HELP YOU ENJOY LEGAL,
SAFE AND SUCCESSFUL
HUNTS

One of the simplest ways to be-
come a better hunter is to know
the regulations and rules before
you go into the field. This knowl-
edge not only helps you avoid
costly mistakes, but it also ensures
you’re hunting ethically and safe-
ly. In this blog, you’ll learn why
following hunting regulations
matters, see the 10 most common
mistakes our Natural Resources
Police Officers encounter in the
field and get practical tips for
avoiding them. Whether you’re
new to hunting or returning after a
break, these simple steps will help
you get ready for your hunting ad-
ventures and keep your season on
the right track.
WHY FOLLOWING REGULA-
TIONS MATTERS

When it comes to hunting, rules
and regulations are a good thing.
They preserve the land, conserve
our wildlife, benefit hunters and
protect the beauty and goodness
of West Virginia’s world-class
natural resources.

Regulations help preserve the

continue to page 32

Presis DEER  [304-679-3340] DronOft Starting A
BEAR $160 Bear

4424 Deerwalk HWY

NOW OPEN (Formerly R&D Meats)

We offer Custom & Commercial Processing for your
livestock or you can purchase locally raised livestock from us.
We also offer Retail & Commercial Sales on Beef, Pork & Venison

Products. We now have ICE for sale.

We accept Cash, Check, Credit Card & EBT.

We will also be processing your

Hunter Harvest Deer & Bear this FALL 2025.
WAVERLY WV 26184  We are locally owned by a husband (veteran) & wife team.
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STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT oyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best
WVU JACKSON’S MILL musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut
STONECOAL LAKE stone masonry building in North America. Home to
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM  West v trgestyara sae s crampinshi

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your

W he I-‘e ‘ ege nd S next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
are Made 304-269-7328

Lewis County CVB on Facebook or www.stonewallcountry.com 304-269-7328
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land by preventing overuse and
damage to habitats. Staying with-
in legal hunting areas, respecting
private property and following
seasonal restrictions allows the
landscape to recover and remain
healthy and habitable for all wild-
life — game and nongame species
alike.

Rules also conserve wildlife by
ensuring game populations are
managed sustainably. Bag lim-
its and season dates are based on
research and surveys and protect
game from over-harvesting, en-
suring populations remain strong
and sustainable year after year.

Regulations benefit hunters by
creating fair, safe opportunities for
everyone. Safety requirements,
such as wearing blaze orange,
protect lives. License and stamp
requirements ensure hunters have
equal access to game while con-

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING
CAMPING

Danner
Lacrosse

\Vortex
Camo Clothing « Tree Stands
Ammunition
Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows
Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment
Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
121 Birch River Road

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

tributing to conservation funding.
Finally, rules and regulations
protect West Virginia’s natural
resources by keeping our outdoor
heritage and traditions intact. Eth-
ical hunting practices maintain
the balance between people and
nature, ensuring that the state’s
forests, mountains and wildlife
remain a source of pride and en-
joyment for future generations.
By following hunting regulations
and rules, you play a direct role
in conserving our state’s natural
resources and protecting hunters’
rights to enjoy a world-class hunt-
ing experience in West Virginia.

THE 10 MOST COMMON
HUNTING VIOLATIONS

While following the rules is
simple once you know them, our
Natural Resources Police Officers
encounter the same violations
season after season. Most of these
issues can be avoided with a lit-
tle preparation and attention to
detail. Knowing what they are is
the first step to keeping your hunt
legal and enjoyable.
Hunting without landowner per-
mission (trespassing)
Hunting or taking game out of

Tyler McQuain caught a 23 Ib.

Kanawha River flathead.
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Convenience Store * Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies « Souveniers
Game Checking Station ¢ Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 |H\VI=R:TNN)

season
Failing to electronically check
harvested game

Possessing wildlife illegally
Taking more deer than the legal
bag limit

Hunting without the required ad-
ditional stamps

Not wearing at least 400 square
inches of blaze orange during fire-
arms deer season

Hunting from a motor vehicle
Hunting with a firearm in a closed
county

Hunting without a valid license
HUNTING WITHOUT LAND-
OWNER PERMISSION (TRES-
PASSING)

Private land access is a privi-
lege, not a right, which is why
you must always get permission
from the landowner before hunt-
ing. Avoid making this mistake
by contacting landowners well
before the season and keep a copy
of their written permission with

continue to the next page

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY

» 304-824-3745 .. 4
. Over 57 Years g{lﬁ

Experience

BIRDS ¢ FISH « ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV
ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE



you in the field.
HUNTING OR TAKING GAME
OUT OF SEASON
Season dates are set to protect
wildlife. Hunting outside these
dates not only harms wildlife, it’s
illegal. Avoid making this mistake
by reviewing the season dates for
your target species and marking
them on your calendar before
heading out.
FAILING TO ELECTRONI-
CALLY CHECK HARVESTED
GAME
Checking big game is a require-
ment and helps biologists track
harvest numbers and manage
wildlife populations. Avoid mak-
ing this mistake by checking your
harvest within the required time-
frame using the WVDNR’s elec-
tronic game checking system. To
learn more about this process,
check out our Game Check Guide.
POSSESSING WILDLIFE ILLE-
GALLY

Wildlife taken outside legal
proper licenses, is considered ille-

continue to the next page

Caleb Torman got a September
buck in Clay County.

GUN SHOW

R&R
SHOWS

Admission: $6 Weekend Pass $10

www.RANDRGUNSHOWS.COM

OCT. 11-12, 2025 - HURRICANE,WV
- PUTNAM CO. PARKS & RECS
CONVENTION CENTER
OCT. 18-19, 2025 - ELKINS,WV
- PHIL GAINER COMMUNITY
CENTER
OCT. 25-26, 2025 - CLARKSBURG,
NAT’L GUARD ARMORY
NOV. 8-9, 2025 - LEWSIBURG,WV
- STATE FAIR GROUNDS-WV
BUILDING
DEC. 13-14, 2025 - FLAT-
WOODS,WV - DAYS INN
CONFERENCE CENTER
DEC. 20-21, 2025 - PARKERS-
BURG,WV - NAT’L GUARD
ARMORY
JAN. 3-4, 2026 - CLARKSBURG,WV
- NAT’L GUARD ARMORY

View On Facebook
R&R WV Gunshows

JAN. 10-11, 2026 - HURRICANE,WV
- PUTNAM CO. PARKS & RECS
CONFERENCE CENTER
JAN. 31-FEB. 1, 2026 - LEWIS-
BURG,WV - STATE FAIRGROUNDS
- WV BUILDING
FEB. 7-8, 2026 - FLATWOODS,WV -
DAYS INN CONFERENCE CENTER
FEB. 14-15, 2026 - PARKERS-
BURG,WV - NAT’L GUARD
ARMORY
MAR. 28-29, 2026 - HURRI-
CANE,WV - PUTNAM CO. PARKS
& RECS CONFERENCE CENTER
APR. 11-12, 2026 - CLARKS-
BURG,WV - NAT’L GUARD
ARMORY
MORE DATES/LOCATIONS TO COME

R&R SHOW GUIDELINES

*YOU MAY BRING IN FIREARMS TO TRADE OR SELL BUT THEY MUST BE
UNLOADED AND WILL BE CHECKED AT THE FRONT GATE
* NO TRADING IN THE FRONT LOBBY AREA OR OUTSIDE OF THE BUILDING.
* CONCEALED CARRY MUST BE UNLOADED AND IT MUST REMAIN HOLSTERED.
* DO NOT BRING IN MORE THAN YOU CAN CARRY AT ONE TIME.
* CHILDREN ARE WELCOME BUT THEY MUST BE WITH AN ADULT AT ALL TIMES.
* NO ONE UNDER THE AGE OF 18 IS PERMITTED TO HANDLE FIREARMS.

We are always looking for NEW Vendors for our various locations.
If you are interested, Please contact us at wwgunshows@gmail.com or fill

out the Vendor Registration Form on our Website and send us a message.
304-575-6895 304-575-6864
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LEESON'S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES « FINANCE « PARTS « SERVICE
www.leesonsmotors.com 320 WeSt Maln Stl’eet
Bridgeport, WV
(304) 842-5469

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV's

egal possession. Avoid making
this mistake by only taking pos-
session of legal wildlife you have
legally harvested and keep licens-
es and tags current.
TAKING MORE DEER THAN
THE LEGAL BAG LIMIT

Bag limits prevent overharvest-
ing and ensure deer populations
and buck to doe ratios remain at
healthy levels. Avoid making this
mistake by knowing the bag lim-
it for the county where you are
hunting and keep track of your
harvest throughout the season.
HUNTING WITHOUT THE
REQUIRED ADDITIONAL
STAMPS

Certain deer seasons require you
to purchase an additional stamp(s)
to take extra deer. For example,
you need to buy an RB/RRB
stamp to take extra deer during
the archery season, an RG/RRG
stamp for the buck firearm season
and an RM/RRM stamp for the
muzzleloader season. Avoid mak-
ing this mistake by buying your
hunting license and any required
stamps at the start of the year so

you’re prepared for any season.
NOT WEARING AT LEAST 400
SQUARE INCHES OF BLAZE
ORANGE DURING FIREARMS
DEER SEASON

Blaze orange makes you visible
to other hunters and reduces the
risk of accidents. Avoid making
this mistake by wearing the re-
quired amount of blaze orange on
your head, chest and back during
fircarms deer season, even if
you’re not hunting deer.

Ellie Groves got an early season
bow buck in Nicholas County.

CRISS SALES & SERVICE ~ Husqvarna
(304) Shindaiwa
472-1474 & More

— OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV Saws & Trimmers

Lawn & Garden
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CUSTOM ARROWS

Gold Tip Carhbon Crosshow Bolts

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN
One Block Off Main Street
34 Rebecca Street

SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

HUNTING FROM A MOTOR
VEHICLE

Shooting from a moving or sta-
tionary vehicle is unsafe and un-
fair to wildlife. Avoid making this
mistake by exiting your vehicle
and making sure you are fully off
the roadway before loading or fir-
ing your firearm.
HUNTING WITH A FIREARM
IN A CLOSED COUNTY

Some counties restrict certain
firearms for specific seasons to
protect wildlife and public safe-
ty. Avoid making this mistake by
checking the county-specific reg-
ulations in the current hunting di-
gest before your trip.
HUNTING WITHOUT AVALID
LICENSE

You’d be surprised how often
our NRPOs encounter someone
hunting without a valid license.
Avoid making this mistake by
purchasing your license before
the season. Better yet, purchase
a three-year license (Class X3 or
XP3) and upgrade it to a license
card so you can carry your license
with you whenever you hunt.

FREE ONLINE

www.wvasportsman.net



Can’t Locate Your Trophy Animal In The Woods?

Longspur has many trackers to help you locate your trophy deer, bear or turkey.
Get in touch with us to aid in finding your trophy.

304-439-1639

Always Open
For A call
24]7

We have agents
all over WV & OH

Locate Your Bear

We can FIND
your Trophy

Animal
Wall Hanger Buek
Longspur Tacking and Ouffitting
) Follow Us
Child’s 1st Buek On Facebook Satisfied Hunter
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401 Goosepen Rd, Roanoke WV 26447
www.stonewallsportingclays.com

¢ Fun for ages 12 and up

« Beautiful Clubhouse and

Winter League shoots at nighttime
+ Shooting Instructors on Staff for Lessons
¢ FULL line up of RENTAL equipment
+ Seasonal Dine and Shoot events

30x80 pavilion for your Special Event!

304-801-4212 “Follow Us"
Open Tuesday - Sunday
(call or go online to make your reservations)
OPEN YEAR-ROUND to the PUBLIC
* Full Sporting Clays Course WV’s Newest
* Heated 5 Stand - Fundraisers

Corporate Team Building
4H and Scouts
Family Reunions
Church groups
Bachelor/Bachelorette groups
Catering available
upon request

» Bow and accessories RENTALS available

Call or go online

304-801-4212

3D Archery Range

* Over 25+ 3D life size targets
* Over 1 mile of walking trails with
fun target placements
o Warm up area
* Fun for ages 6 and up
* No experience needed

» Course set for All Skill sets

Multi Black Bear Season Dates

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The
West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources (WVDNR) today an-
nounced that the next segment of
the state’s black bear firearms sea-
son will be open in select counties
Sept. 20-26.

Additional black bear firearms
season segments are scheduled
for Oct. 4-10, Oct. 23-26, Nov.
24-Dec. 7, and Dec. 8-31. Ar-
chery and crossbow seasons for
black bear starts Sept. 27. A spe-
cial youth, Class XS and Class Q
season will also be held Oct. 18-
19.

“l want to encourage bear hunters
to take advantage of the Septem-
ber seasons, which often coincide
with the peak of acorn drop when
bears are active and feeding heav-

ily in oak stands,” said WVDNR
Director Brett McMillion. “These
seasons not only give hunters sev-
eral chances to experience bear
hunting in West Virginia but also
play a vital role in managing a
healthy population.”

Resident hunters must purchase
a bear damage stamp in addition
to their hunting license. Nonres-
idents must purchase both a bear
hunting license and a bear dam-
age stamp. Licenses and stamps
are available at WVhunt.com.

Hunters who harvest a bear are
required to submit a premolar
tooth from each bear. Those who
harvest a female black bear are
also encouraged to save the repro-
ductive tract or all the entrails and

submit them to the WVDNR for a
Oct/Nov 2025 ~ Page 36

chance to receive a $20 gift card.
Data collected from these sub-
missions help biologists monitor
the state’s black bear population.

Dustin Dennis went to North
Bend Lake for the fall bass.



- GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING

awn stidnam nuntea In Futnam

County for his 10 point buck. HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING TACKLE
TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

R : : e
Matt Whitt caught a big walleye Gunsmiths t9 service and repair firearms
at Summersville Lake. * Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

6522 Tyler Highway
SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175

304-758-2150

DEER PROCESSING
www.facebook.com/mountainsidewv

SKULL & EUROPEAN MOUNTS OFFERED

Steve Woods got a Braxton Co. WWWlmountalnS|deWV.C0m

bow buck with a tall rack.
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LI TINIJE/IL IIMBU|I VTWO TR AEHZC ROCK Intersection of
M IR E RPLUNGER|ZAV I EWO A CAVE Rt. 4 & 20
Ilolclo/Bl[K RIAEINBOB|C/AT Lic/L M IGA R,o?&kgczivg’ZX‘éV
I L
O RLIRIWSBA I EAOOR|/U/I|DP|V|N Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane Exchange
O TEIL GAEILGRT|BYNTWR I E|I B &S K
T 1BIB ARH | B/AIRBTOUOENNT OeMveg"’t‘?etss STOa(iSfM
RN TCLEITO L ZIVIRIEINSICI PG pzlIolil-u;t;:so&prlzisuﬁer?r:gn
AP ILIUSTNUK I GDR|PEAPT|S|O Check Us Out
LRJIJIK/NIKSSNRATESRALON www. rockcave.iga.com
E/OC AINRNK GEGLKD|E/EIRIONH
RIRICIH L I EINHHAINGIAIR UM T OE|Y
R E/KO P TMC GB|V|TK|QVE PSF E|BRUNANESIIEENE!
| DME R/P T E|UI ER|LICEL TQE|L
U LAL TUSRIPLIZEUIS I T OAD|I
Q UE|S BOGP|LESIR|ITICIEISIEIKII A
SIOOUNOTR/UDAAK| I REMMAHR
DIHAM I NB/S EISKPUU|TIEIGIRAT
C/SSTUOCSWO|ODCOCKH|SYSG
View ¢ Bullet « Hide ¢« Coyote ¢ Bobcat « Hang ¢ Shoulder ¢ Snipe
Ammunition « Camping * Mink * Deer « Hawk ¢ Squirrel « Toad
License « Weasel « Grouse * Cure » Lung ¢ Neck * Brisket « Drag
Hammer ¢ Butcher ¢ Forrest « Scout » Target « Eagle « Woodcock
Glade « Trapper « Bear « Moose ¢ Venison ¢ Heart « Rabbit « Meat
. Garrett Tucker caught the lunker
Look Up - Down - Across - Dlagona”y bass (5 1/4 Ib.) and won the event.

LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

CLIP OUT TO MAIL

| Name

| e
| Address | ; NO
_ | R WVS
city | % DOES po Boxss21
| State Zip | T Vienna, WV
| Fish Pound oz | TEXT 325721[7 26105
!_Dfr_ S ghi —— _#Po_ints_T_ _! Photos Will Be Returned E-mail anSport@gma”Com

We are looking for LARGE fish & game

pictures from 2025.
Send Photo To:

Advertise In The W. Va. Sportsman - Details Are On Page 3 - Low Rates
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NEW LARGER STORE

OVER 1,100 GUNS IN STOCK

RMTP is the mountain region’s premier
one stop gun shop. We sell, buy, trade,
and pawn new and used guns and offer
gun repair services as well. We have
over 1,100 guns in stock and have the
areas largest selection of ammo. We
recently purchased Wheeler’s Guns &
Ammo and increased our inventory.

LOTS OF AMMO

Open: Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm
Sat 9am to 2pm Closed Sunday

Anaconda & Python

“SNAKE”
GUNS IN STOCK

Type 7 FFL

GUN REPAIR
WE PAWN GUNS

NEW & USED GUNS

View Us On richmountaintrading.com

FACEBOOK

RICH MOUNTAIN

~ TRADING & PAWN ~
ON THE 5 LANE
25 MIDWAY LOOP

ELKINS, WV
304-642-7399
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Q@ Ripley

134 Bullfrog Road
Ripley, WV 25271
304-372-1323

V3 MEYER'S RV

@ Mt. Motrris

102 Free Soil Road,
Mt. Morris, PA 15349
878-223-1340

i 5 4 Bz

: B e
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e A
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SRINKLEY Enulchmen’ @ EMBER = esrrives
GRAND ;" DESIGN = PRIMETIME

NORTHEAST’S LARGEST FAMILY
OWNED DEALER NETWORK

CALEDONIA, NY * FARMINGTON, NY « WEBSTER, NY « BATH, NY « SYRACUSE, NY
* ALBANY, NY « HARRISBURG, PA « APOLLO, PA + MT. MORRIS, PA « SAYRE, PA

* BRANCHVILLE, NJ - ELLWOOD CITY, PA - MADISON, OH - JOPPA, MD - RIPLEY, WV

MEYERSRVS.COM
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