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Advertise in the ALSO ON THE

W.Va. Sportsman mrerner

Promote Your Business Statewide :
Advertise Special Sales and Events |g7B$SEIRIe‘§S
Reach Thousands of Potential Customers

LOW ADVERTISING RATES

1/15 Page.......$28 = 6 WEEKRATES  1/4 pPage.......... $82
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1/6 Page......... $65 1/2 Page........ $135
1/5 Page......... $72 2/3 Page........ $150

COLOR FULL PAGE INSIDE....$195
EXTRA BACK PAGE................ $240
For Advertising Information In
RATES START AT: The Number One outdoor
Publication In West Virginia
$28 for 6 weeks CONTACT:
For This Size Ad W. Va. Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Less Than A 62 Cents Vienna, WV 26105
A Day! 304-482-7217
wvasport@gmail.com

Magazine
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Publisher and Editor
Mark A. Goudy

Contributing Editors
West Virginia Division Of
Natural Resources

No Subscriptions Offered

100% OWNED & OPERATED IN WV

Attention Bass Fishermen!

Get Your Name On Our
Mail-List For Bass Tournaments
In 2018
Fill Out The Form Below
__ _ToBePlaced OnThe Mall Lt ™ Clip & Mail To:
| | Bass Sportsman
| Name | P.O.Box 5521
: Address : Vienna, wVv
I I 26105
City ST |
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Cover Photo

While deer hunting, Chelsea
Mullins ran into this 489 pound
black bear. This Clay native was
hunting in Nicholas County at the
time. The black bear of a lifetime
was harvested by her. Cogratula-
tions!

Send in your large game pics
from 2017. Notice the forms on
pages 38 and page 22.

Hope you have had a great sea-
son. Pictures can be mailed in,

texted or sent by email.




10 Astounding Fishing Facts

Wherever anglers gather, there is
likely to be talk about the extreme
aspects of fishing. Someone will
mention the biggest this or most
expensive that, and suddenly the
place is abuzz with discussion.
Those with conflicting opinions
may engage in light-hearted argu-
ments, bets will probably be made,
and, sooner or later, someone
will access the Internet from their
smartphone to settle the dispute.

To motivate such lively discours-
es, I present the following tidbits
about fish and fishing that are sure
to nurture your knowledge of our
favorite sport and allow you to
amaze your fishing friends with
the amount of trivia that clogs your

/. &
Charlena Salisbury got a 7 point

with her crossbow. Photo courtesy of
Crossroads General Store near Newark.

COOPER’S
CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV
Complete Hookups

It’s Our 39th Year!

304-227-4219

BOWTECH

brain. These fascinating facts may
also provide some new bench-
marks the hardier among you can
try to achieve.
Biggest Record Fish

So you think that marlin you had
mounted for the wall was big, huh?
Well, it probably was for its spe-
cies, but chances are good it wasn’t
a third the size of the heaviest fish
in the record books.

On April 21, 1959, Alfred Dean

DIAMOND
PARKER

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS-CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

CHELYAN, WV

of Irymple, Victoria caught a BARNETT 304-5§95-2699
2,664-pound great white shark off PARKER  won Tue Thu Fri12- 7
the coast of his native Australia. EXCALIBER Wed 12 -

Amazingly, he subdued this mon-
ster—the heaviest record fish ever
listed by the International Game
Fish Association—in only 50 min-
utes on 130-pound line. Dean also
caught great whites weighing 2,333
and 2,536 pounds.

A replica of Dean’s biggest catch
can be seen at Bass Pro Shops Out-
door World in Grapevine, Texas.
Biggest Fish Ever Hooked and
Landed

Another giant catch was de-
scribed in Fishes and Fishing in
Louisiana by James Gowanloch. In
1933, Captain Jay Gould of Hol-
lywood, Florida captured a manta
ray that measured 19 feet, 9 inches
from wing-tip to wing-tip. The ray

continue to the next page

Hoyt ¢ G-5 Prime

www.bow-listicarchery.com

BOOKING WILD
BOAR HUNTS

Randy Osbourne caught & released
a big bass at Stonewall Jackson.

oo c Bowtech
& "’”'r;‘} o QUEST BOWS - From G5
v i PARKER G5

EASTON - CARBON EXPRESS - GOLD TIP
Ten Point * Parker ¢ Excaliber Crossbows
Archery Supplies - Pro Shop

1.8 Miles From I-77 - Rt. 31/Airport Road On Facebook
WILLIAMSTOWN, WV 304-375-2434  crooked creek archery

30 TARGET 3-D ARCHERY RANGE
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ARCHERY

Mon-Fri 5pm to 8pm Sat 12-6pm




notice at any time in Polaris’ sole discretion.

POLARIS

NEWYEAR’S

SALES EVENT

REBATES B8 500~ FINANCING Astowss 2,99z

Polaris New Year’s Sales EventEnd Date: 2/28/2018

RZR XP Turbo - Offers up to $500 USD and financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months.
RANGER 900 — Rebates up to $500 USD and financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months.
Sportsman 570 — Rebates up to $500 USD and financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36

months. Terms and conditions apply. US (Rebates + 2.99% APR for 36 months)

Offers vary by model. Rebate and finance offers valid on select 2014-2018 new and unregistered models purchased between 1/1/18 - 2/28/18. See your authorized dealer
for complete details. Rates as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Examples of monthly payments required over a 36-month term at a 2.99% APR rate: $29.08 per $1,000
financed; and at an 6.99% APR rate: $30.87 per $1,000 financed. An example of a monthly payment with $0 down, no rebate, an APR of 2.99% APR for 36 months at a
MSRP of $$17,499 is $516.56/mo. total cost of borrowing of $1,097.25 with a total obligation of $18,596.25. Down payment may be required. Other financing offers may
be available. See your local dealer for details. Minimum Amount Financed $1,500; Maximum Amount Financed $50,000. Other qualifications and restrictions may apply.
Financing promotions void where prohibited. Tax, title, license, and registration are separate and may not be financed. Promotion may be modified or discontinued without

P AN EFRT

MARIETTA
POLARIS
27425 ST. RT. 7
Marietta, Ohio

www.mariettapolaris.com

We Have
ATV/UTV
Trailers

740-374-5766

was hooked on a large shark hook
on 1,200 feet of 1/2-inch rope, and
when ithad been subdued and towed
back to Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, the
city’s 20-ton crane had to be used to

{7

Jim Dunlap has a nice 8 point buck.
Photo courtesy of Crossroads General
Store near Newark.

lift the fish from the water, after the
chain hoists on three smaller cranes
were stripped while trying to bring
it up. The manta ray’s weight was
estimated at 5,500 pounds.
Oldest Fishing Record

The 22-pound, 4-ounce world-
record largemouth bass caught by
George Perry in Georgia’s Mont-
gomery Lake was unmatched from
June 2, 1932 until Manabu Kurita
caught an equally big largemouth
on July 2, 2009 in Japan’s Lake
Biwa. That’s a long-standing re-
cord by anyone’s measure. But one
fish record has stood almost twice
as long and remains unbroken—a
4-pound, 3-ounce IGFA all-tackle
record yellow perch caught in New
Jersey by Dr. C.C. Abbot in May
1865, 150 years ago!
Biggest Bass Ever Caught and Re-
leased Twice

A largemouth bass nicknamed

Feb/March 2018~ Page 5

Dottie, perhaps the largest ever re-
corded, was caught at least twice by
anglers fishing 72-acre Dixon Lake
near Escondido, California. (The
fish was recognizable because of
a unique black mark on the under-
side of the right gill plate.) When

continue to the next page
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Tiffanie Perry bagged a 7 point in
Wirt County.



7am to 4pm

STONEWALL JACKSON LAKE

TEAM BASS TOURNAMENTS
April 15 - Sunday
May 26 - Saturday

September 30 - Sunday

$90 + $10 Big Bass

Vandalia Ramp Bass Sportsman
wvasport@yahoo.com
Enter At The Ramp 304-482.7217

* 6 Fish Limit

2 Bass Can Be
Over 18”

* No Off Limits

* Teams Only

* No Live Bait

* Rules Given At Event

Jed Dickerson caught it in 2003, it
weighed an astounding 21 pounds.
He released the fish healthy and
alive. When Dickerson’s friend
Mac Weakley caught it again in
2006, it weighed 25 pounds, 1
ounce on a hand-held digital scale,
making it a potential new world re-
cord. Weakley decided to release
the bass, however, because he had
unintentionally foul-hooked it. The
bucketmouth turned up dead in the
lake two years later, never having
been caught again.
Fastest Fish

It’s difficult to determine how fast
some fish can swim, but some an-

F -
Chantz Williams shot a 9 point in
Tyler County.

glers at Florida’s Long Key Fishing
Camp came up with a simple meth-
od for accurately measuring a fish’s
swimming speed. A fish is hooked.
It makes a run. You measure how

Y N i :&

Jacob Hawkins had success ith a
nice buck..

4th Annual
Stonewall Classic

Sept. 15 & 16
Entry Forms Will
Be Available Later On

much line the fish took off the spool
in a certain number of seconds, and
you can calculate the fish’s speed.

The fastest fish in these speed tri-
continue to the page 8

Bernard Drennen got an 8 point
with a crossbow in Gilmer County.

Compare
My Prices - 11am to 6pm
Knife & Gun Shop Mon - Sat
Many New & Used Guns & Pistols 304-804-2022
Deer Rifles In Stock - Large Selection 304-483-2087

Concealed Carry Pistols

607 Sheridan St. GLENVILLE, WV

90 Day Lay-Away With 20% Down + Major Credit Cards * Glenville Guns on gunsamerica.com
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PONTOON BOAT HEADQUARTERS

The * Ranked one of the TOP 100
Great Outdoors Dealers in the USA
* # 1 Rated Dealer in WV
* Only 5 Star Certified Dealer
In West Virginia

oveR 100 PONTOONS IN STOCK & ON ORDER

BENNINCGTON

U.S. PONTOON BOAT MARKET SHARE
BENNINGTON
SUN TRACKER
SOUTH BAY |
SWEETWATER
AVALON
HARRIS
LOWE
CREST p—
BENTLEY ;

I-64 Exit 8, then 4.5 miles south 30 4_ 5 2 5_ 4 5 5 6
HUNTINGTON, WV WWW.THEGREATOUTDOORSMARINE.COM

CHANGING LIVES FOR THE BETTER - ONE BOAT AT A TIME

Discover Why 1 in 5 Pontoon Boats
Sold in America is a Bennington.
Yes, You Can Aford to Own the Best!
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Route 95 5 Miles From 177
PARKERSBURG, WY

Genuine Skooter

ARCTIC CAT

=The Boys|With Al The Toyz!"

304-861-0449
1-866-266-6855
dsd_kawasaki@hotmail.com

ATV'’S, SIDE BY SIDES,
DIRT BIKES.....CALL!
WE GOT ‘EM!!!

SEE US AT www.dsdkawasaki.com
OR LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

als, perhaps the fastest fish in the
world, was a sailfish that took out
300 feet of line in three seconds, a
velocity of 68 mph. That’s zero to
60 mph in 2.6 seconds!
Fastest-traveling Fish

A tagged great white shark be-
came the quickest recorded oce-
anic traveler after it swam from
South Africa to Australia and back
in under a year. The female shark

i
= =

Tom Berga landed a 217 brook
trout while ice fishing.

was tagged with a data transmit-
ter off South Africa in November
2003. The unit detached automati-
cally and was recovered off west-
ern Australia four months later, but
that wasn’t the end of the story. In
August 2004, five months after the
transmitter bobbed to the surface,
project research scientists spotted
the shark —identifiable by a pattern
of notches in its dorsal fin—back
in its old haunt off South Africa. It
had completed a round trip of some
12,500 miles in just nine months.
Biggest Fly Rod and Reel

On June 12, 1999, Tiney Mitch-

ell of Port Isabel, Texas, finished
constructing the world’s largest fly
fishing rod and reel. The rod is a
whopping 71 feet, 4.5 inches long.
The reel measures 4 feet in diame-
ter and 10 inches in width. You can
see it at the end of Maxan Street in
Port Isabel.
Oldest Fish

For many years, the oldest fish
on record was female European
eel named Putte. She was kept in
an aquarium all her adult life, and
when she died at Hilsingborg Mu-
seum, Sweden in 1948, that slimy

continue to the page 13

FLEA MARKET BOOTH 132

* WILL CUTOM FIT FULL-GRAIN LEATHER
BELTS (CUT TO SIZE)
* LEATHER CHAIN WALLETS
* NYLON GUN HOLSTERS

FRI - SAT - SUN
jpetrel@suddenlink.net
41300 Laurel Cliff Road

POMEROY, OHIO
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Stop By Our Store OR Shop Online With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You - www.doddsports.com

We Accept |
Major Credit
Cards

Weatherby ¢ Browning ¢ Kimber ¢ Cooper
Ruger * Remington * Winchester
Thompson Center * Glock ¢ Springfield
S&W ¢ Walther ¢ Taurus & More

g ﬂ E(mmﬂ!

Huge Selection Of Leupold

Reloading * Scopes * Ammo
Holsters * Knives
Large Selection Of 22 Ammo
Clothing & More

! FaysAwayj
11-6 Monto Fri |}
a

11-5 Sat

S ustOffiRtA50]
Parkersburg

JAnd[Clarksburg

103 Maple St.
ELLENBORO, WV

304-869-3200
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Kohen Mossor used a bow for a
nice 8 point Wood Co. buck.

Karl Rine brought in a nice buck.
Photo courtesy of Tyler Outdoor Supply in
Middlebourne.

Pat Casey used a recurve bow to
get an 8 point in Lewis Co.

OLD & NEW SPORTS

JACKSON COUNTY’S ,. i .
OLDEST SPORT STORE |# L

BUY « SELL
TRADE * PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers | =

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION

IN STOCK ) ;
Bows Large Selection
Large Selection Of Arrows LIVE BAIT

Crossbows & Accessorles

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
¢’k | Rods ¢ Reels & Tackle For:
4% | Bass ® Musky ¢ Crappie
.| Trout * Catfish & More
813 Washington St.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

Charleston WV [1-64 Exit 47
Cross Lanes WV Next to Casino

Garden

Grille

100% Non Smoking
WV-Hotel.com 800-798-7886
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Cheston Haynes, from Charleston,
used a crossbow for a nice 8 point.

o o ] 3
Austin Light, from Hewitt,brought
in a nice Boone County buck.

Broken Wheel Campground
. and Country Store
1-79 Exit 96

Weston, WV

Fishing & Hunting
Supplies
Gifts - Game Room - Playground

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance | Nightly & Monthly Rates
11/2 Miles On The Right Boat & Camper Storage

304-269-6097 % LIVE BAIT

T QUCIITHS

b

T

RAL STORE

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV

'[anrnyux'

GUNS 304-275-4619
In Stock Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Or Ordered 5am-8pm Fr
Safe 7am-8pm Sat
Showroom 7am-5pm Sun

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
* Camo Clothing * Muzzleloaders
* Beverages ¢ Gasoline
* Food ¢ Live Bait * Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle « Musky Lures

CROSSBOWS
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TRACKER  cuciices

boats

oMLY

s w/ 4UHP Plus Freight & Prep
9 995 ke

HERITAGE EDITION

FREE $400

Bass Pro/Cabela’s
GIFT CARD
e -
FREE CUSTOM
BOAT COVER

Tracker Jon Boats
10’ - $629 WV’s #1 Pontoon Dealer

! 12’ - $679 i} . L.
w 14°-$749 Huntington, West Virginia
15’ - $1,249
' 1-64 Exit 8, then 4 miles south

www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com
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50 Yard Shot
INDOOR RANGE
OPEN NOW

304-622-8440

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT s MATHEWS ¢« DIAMOND * BOWTECH ¢ MISSION * PEARSON
Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

Crossbows - Many Brands Available
> Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Across RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV

NEW BOW TUNING
PRO SHOP

Open 10AM to 9PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat. & Sun.

Harold Cogar, Owner

‘

ol’ gal was reported to be 88 years
old.

That record is old news, though.
A 32-inch-long rougheye rockfish
caught in Alaska was determined
by scientists to be an amazing 205
years old. Biologists used growth
rings in the fish’s ear bone to esti-
mate the age of the fish that started
life 50 years before the Civil War!
Researchers are studying the genet-
ic code of rockfish, but it’s unclear
for now why the rougheye, which
matures and reproduces late in life,
lives so long.

Priciest Lure Ever Made

If you’re like me, you find it pret-
ty upsetting when you snag a $5 or
$10 fishing lure and lose it. But a
loss like that is nothing compared
to the chance one would take fish-
ing with the Million Dollar Lure
from MacDaddy Fishing Lures.
This 12-inch trolling lure, designed
to catch marlin, was crafted with

just over 3 pounds of glimmering
gold and platinum, and encrusted
with 100 carats of diamonds and
rubies (4,753 stones to be exact).
Cost? Just as the name says—a
cool $1 million.

According to Sport Fishing maga-
zine, the lure’s owner insured it
through Lloyd’s of London and ac-
tually trolled it behind a boat inside
the bay at Cabo San Lucas using
130-pound-test mono and a 500-
pound steel leader. Fortunately
for him, perhaps, the sparkly bait
didn’t draw any strikes.

Most Consecutive Casts

So you thought you made a lot
of casts during the last tournament
you fished, huh? Check this out.
In July 1999, Brent Olgers of Ma-
con, Georgia established a world
record for the longest period of
consecutive casting. Using a Zebco
33 Classic reel, Olgers cast 6,501
times in just over 24 hours, aver-

CHARLESTON
<~ MARINE

aging 270 casts per hour. Each cast
had to be at least 45 feet in length.
Amazing!

Chet DaV1s got a big coyote in ert
County.

WE 1601 Bowne Av
SHRINK Charleston, WV 25303
WRAP (304) 744-3324

www.charlestonmarine.com
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MID-0HIO YALLEY SPORTSMAN EXP0

Mid-Ohio Valley's Largest Outdoor Show
MARCH 3, 2018

Parkersburg National Guard Armory
1500 Blizzard Dr
Parkersburg, WV

11AM to 5PM ADMISSION:
Door: $8 Early bird: $5

Merchandise and Education: 2017 VENDORS
Carl’s Pawn Shop Alpine Rafting Ministries
Guns Trout Unlimited R.L. Richards Firearms Instruction
R Wolf Camper Sales National Rifle Association
Fishi ng Mountain State Kayak Angler’s Xtreme
Hunting Hornbeck’s Bait and Tackle Magnum Get Your Shot On
. Lemon and Barrett’s Powersports Jackson Signs
Power equipment Clark’s Smokehouse Taxidermy KLM Worms
Outdoor Seminars WYV Dept. of Natural Resources Mountwood Park
Tracy’s Point Fishing Lodge Henderson Wilds
Healing Waters Fly Fishing Marietta Adventure Co.
All Seasons Powersports River Tactical Flies
Specia/ presentatlon by hunter and Lakeview Cabins West Vlrglma Outdoors
Crooked Creek Archery Cartoons by J.D. Williams
River City Jewelry and Pawn MOV Racing Pigeon Club
Mountain State Camo Dipping Parkersburg RV
Mountain State Kayak Anglers Slogan Outdoors

National Wildlife Turkev Federation

outdoor speaker Fred Bennett

OVER $1,000 IN DOOR PRIZE GIVEAWAYS!
(must be present to win at 2:30pm)
For event info and ticket locations visit: MOVSPORTSMANEXPO.COM
Contact: www.infomovsportsmanexpo@gmail.com

ALWAYS FREE TO VENDORS

Advertise In The - LOW Rates * In Business 27 Years
* Reach Interested Customers < FREE Online Too

W. Va. Spor TSMaAan . interesting Articles - Details On Page 3
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Sposmen enjoyed last years WV
Fishing, Hunting & Outdoor Show
in Morgantown last year.

March Outdoor Show

In Morgantown

The 17th annual WV Fishing,
Hunting & Outdoor Sports Show
will be held March 3-4, 2018 at
the Ruby Community Center at
MYLAN PARK in Morgantown.
Recognized as the largest outdoors
show in northern WYV, the event
sells out annually with over 150
vendor booths representing out-
door businesses from all over the
US and Canada.

Randy Moore, from Clarksburg,
bagged a nice 9 point buck.

CLOSEQUT SALE

HUGE SAVINGS

= YAMARA

- YAMAHA
% _MF| outBoARD
“h P Authorized
' Service
And Sales
= N
F—AL Lo/ -
6054// BOATS Ifﬂa YAMAHA
OUTBOARD

7 RIVERS
MARINE, LLC

T oy o
oy

xpress boats

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg, WV)

740-846-0062

wwWw.7riversmarine.com

Marine Sales, Maintenance and Repair Service

“We are so excited for this year’s
show,” says Labeth Hall owner of
PR Plus Events, organizer of the
event. “We have the largest show
ever with over 53,000 square feet
full of everything you need to go
fishing, hunting or enjoy the great

campers, ATV’s, trucks, trailers,
tractors and much more. There are
thousands of products and services
related to the outdoors and we have
added a lot of new vendors also.”
For those who are serious fish-
erman, they will find a variety of

outdoors, in addition to boats, continue to the next page
P %{\%% MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 1246, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10NOON - Bygy - Sell - Trade - Loan
‘ NEW & USED GUNS :

7

{

JACKSON
COUNTY
PAWN

—
O RAVENSWOOD, WV

Y
®9

506 WALNUT ST.

304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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fishing trips in the US and Cana-
da, bait, tackle, reels, area fishing
guides, as well as charter boat cap-
tains from the Great Lakes. Profes-
sional anglers and fishing enthusi-
ast will find everything they need
to catch the Big One.

The avid hunter can browse
through lots of guns, archery
equipment, knives, ammo, beef
jerky, hunting associations, DNR,
taxidermists, camo gear and lots of
new gadgets. There will be turkey
calls, tree stands, scents and a vari-
ety of new hunting products. Hunt-
ing outfitters will be there to book
your favorite destinations.

Thousands of outdoorsman are
expected to attend the show and
families are welcome. You will find
something for everyone. Women
can shop for camo purses, mari-
nades and spices, unique jewelry
and decorative items with an out-
doors theme. Children can enjoy
the mountain climbing wall, pan-
ning for gold, archery games, face
painting and learning about a vari-

,used acty of animals with the Wild World
buck. of Animals Show on Sunday at
1:00pm..

Show hours are Saturday from
10am-7pm and Sunday 10am-4pm.
Tickets can be purchased at the
door and admission is $9 for adults,
children 7-12 are $1, and there is no
charge for kids under 6 years. The
first 50 people each day will receive
a FREE gift. Guests can register at

The 17th Annual
WV FISHING, HUNTING &

OUTDOOR SPORTS SHOW

March 3-4, 2018

MYLAN PARK
Morgantown Exit 155 off 1-79

W% Thousands of products & services $9
ZAZP  OVER 150 VENDORS il

LOTS OF GUNS! Fishing Gear & Bait Hunting Supplies
ATV’s Boats Tractors
Jerky Outfitters Charter Boat Trips
Knives Taxidermists Archery
Camo Camping Sports Equipment
Trucks Turkey Calls and MUCH MORE!!

REGISTER TO WIN GREAT PRIZES!!
(304) 288-4244

PR Plus Events
wvoutdoorsportsshow.com

the Prize Table to win lots of great
prizes given away hourly!!

The “WV Fishing, Hunting &
Outdoor Sports Show” is owned
and organized by PR Plus Events,
co-sponsored by WKKW, The
Dominion Post, WDTYV, Greater
Morgantown Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau, Defense in Depth and
Candlewood Suites Hotel.

.t Wy

T

Rober J son had good luck and

www.wvasportsman.net

harvested a black bear.

BOONER’S BOW SEQP

3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE -Archery Shoots
‘Leagues
INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE -Group
Located On Larkmead Rd Discounts

Parkersburg, WV 304-863-6962

MISSION BEAR

@ Hoyt v
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Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans

Gold - Silver - Jewelry - Guns - Electronics * Tools * Archery - And More
Two Locatons To Serve You
3410 Emerson Avenue

Parkersburg, WV 26104
(304) 428 PAWN (7296)

www.carlspawnshops.com

515 Division Street

.i .i ]/ PY Parkersburg, WV 26101

NATIONAL-PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION (304) 428-7298

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

EIk Restoraton Project Announced

CHARLESTON, WV — Gov. Jim
Justice announced today that the
West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources has reached an agree-
ment with the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the U.S. Forest
Service and the Land Between the
Lakes National Recreation Area
(LBL) to acquire 17 additional elk
next month as part of the state’s elk
restoration effort.

This will be the second group of
elk to come from LBL, which is lo-
cated in Kentucky. In late 2016, 24
elk were captured and transported
to the Tomblin Wildlife Manage-
ment area in southern West Vir-
ginia.

“As a lifelong sportsman, I am
proud to work with our state and
federal partners to make elk res-
toration in West Virginia a success

story,” said Gov. Justice. “This
is great news for all West Virgin-
ians as we continue to restore this
magnificent native species to our
state.”

The new additions to West Virgin-
1a’s elk herd should arrive by mid-
February and be released before the
anticipated arrival of 70 additional
elk from Arizona later this year.

we received from LBL and the elk
we are in the process of acquiring
from Arizona later this year, West
Virginia sportsmen and women
will see increased wildlife recre-
ation opportunities and economic
growth well into the future,” said
DNR Director Stephen McDaniel.
“We want to thank all of the agen-
cies involved for their work in

“Combined with the previous elk  making this happen.”
Open ¢ Over 200 Guns In Stock
M‘;g'g i« All Brands Available
Saf e Out Of State Transfer Fee $15
10-2 * CCW Classes Available
By Appt. Gen 5 GLOCK 17’s & 19’s In Stock

Gen 5
GLOCK

17mm & 19mm

www.guardsix.com

GUARD SIX - 5 Miles From Belpre
40 Everson Road - BELPRE, OHIO
740-401-1277 740-350-3270

Class 3 SOT - Supressors In Stock
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FOR SALE 2014
USED CAMPER

5TH WHEEL

2014 Keystone Montana
38’1” Mountaineer M-
345DBQ Series; Great [
Cond. $30,500; Washer/
Dryer, Fireplace/AC w/Winter
Package included, 2 Bathrooms,
4 Slide-outs with many more
extras. CALL (304) 462-8928

Second Ammendment
Supply’s

Buy e Sell » Trade
Pistols * Long Guns * Ammo
Black Powder  Garmin Supplies
Between Elkins/Buckhannon
Just Off Rt. 33
304-472-1330

e '-\ i i‘-.i- b o - fer

Caleb Smith, from Clothier, has

Logan County black bear. bear in Upshur County.

~ WANTED ~

Game Photos From 2017

Send In Your Photo (email or text)
Deer (big bucks - no does), Bear or Other Game
Animals Taken During The 2017 Season. It’s FREE

W. Va. Sportsman
Now On Facebook

Clip out and Mail In No DOES! _
r—— - — — — — A - Have your photo published
| Narme | Y in this magazine this year.
Either Mail in Or E-Mail
| Address | To This Magazine.
City W.Va. Sportsman
| | | P.0. Box 5521
suate “p | Vienna, WV 26105
Animal Deer Points
— TEXT 304-482-7217
o Gon_Bow | PHOTOS WILL ‘@ i
County | BE RETURNED Wvasport@gmail.com
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HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

Located In The United Oilfield Building

Rapala ¢ Yo-Zuri » Matzuo * Norman ¢ Strike King * Berkely ¢ Storm
Castiac * KW * Rage * Yamamoto * Yum ¢ Rebel * Bandit * 6th Sense
Bomber ¢ AC Shiner ¢ Jackall * Havoc ¢ Net Bait * Z Man * Gamakatsu
VMC « Cabin Creek * Rick Clunn * Bass Pro  Live Target * AAT
Duel * Lunkerhunt ¢ River 2 Sea * Lucky Strike * Reaction * KVD
Zoom ¢ FYAO ¢ Missle * Venom ¢ Gulp * Cotton Cordell * & MORE!

Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories * Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Bass Pro Shop

OPEN:
7am to 7pm Mon/Fri

e .h___"; '..5' te A . :T'l‘."!t'mI |
S II I‘-.: E

RODS: DUCKETT - LEW’S
CASHION - CARROT STIX
FENWICK - ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO - G LOOMIS - HALO
13 FISHING - ST. CROIX

LIVE BAIT

Minnows * Worms ¢ Mealworms

e i COOL . SMUTTY DOG - AMMA BAMA
i CRANE - TYRANT - JH BAIT

JONES - HUGHES RIVER

CR?ECK:LI:TS Just Outside Of Parkersburg COBB’S - KOPPERS - LASSO
13520 Emerson Ave.
Ohio River Outdoors LLC ﬁ Williamstown, WV 26187 On RT. 2 304_91 6_1 800
On Facebook 3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit
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Ten Effective

Trout Lures

If you are getting ready for trout
season, then pick these lures up
now.

There’s no sense in getting any-
thing else. I can’t seal the deal for
you, but I can tell you what works.

Fill your tackle box with these
trout lures and you’ll be rippin’ lips
this season.

Rapala Original Floating Minnow

Some lures stand the test of time.
This plug has been catching fish
for generations. I’ve had luck with
the silver, gold and rainbow trout
colors. I’ve had success with sizes
FO03, FO5, FO7 and FO09. A tried and
true contender, this lure catches
fish.

Blue Fox Vibrax

These are great when you need
to keep the lure down in the water
column. The UV colors are particu-
larly productive for trout.

Joe’s Flies Short Striker

I went fishing on my home waters
and wasn’t having much luck. My
dad’s buddy was yanking rainbows
out of the water left and right. I fi-
nally asked him what he was using.
It was a Joe’s Flies Short Striker in

ARCHERY . FOOD PLOT
» Excaliber ﬁ * Numerous
Striker Seeds
- Bows | LIVE BAIT
 Crossbows HardCo Hunters| - worms
DEER FEED * Minnows
- Corn * More
+ Available By SUPPLIES
The Ton $260 - Scents
« Custom Blends * Trail Cams
Available * More
Stop by our fully
stocked hunting

and fishing store!

Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3
Closed Sunday

1102 West Main St.
Grafton, WV
304-265-9278

DEER ATT RAC TAN TS
CORN - FEED .

Potamac Coachman with a #2 gold
blade. On my first cast, I caught
one. Make sure you get a bunch of
these.
Panther Martin

Get one of these in the Classic
Teardrop Spinner model. My go-to
is a Classic Gold with a #2 blade.
If I’'m on bigger water, I’ll move
up to the same model, but with a
#4 blade. The Classic Silver and

continue to the next page

Gary Cottrll landed a nice trout at
Tracy Lake.

*A/C

e TV -DVD

* Barbecue Grill

* Large Porch Area

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

e Easy Access

* Great View Of Lake

* Fully Equipped Kitchen

Including Dishwasher

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876
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Rainbow Trout variations work
well too.

Acme Phoebe

Worden’s Rooster Tail

You have to have a few of these
ready. There are so many options,
that it can get intimidating. I’ve
had my best luck with some sort
of white or black, and yellow. The

light, single hook options are unique

Worden’s Rooster Tail

You have to have a few of these
ready. There are so many options,
that it can get intimidating. I’ve
had my best luck with some sort
of white or black, and yellow.
The light, single hook options are
unique as well.
Acme Kastmaster

These cast a mile! When you’re
in open water, these are a great op-
tion. It’s very easy to cover a lot of
water with this lure. Use silver and
the silve/blue options in 1/12 oz.,
1/8 oz. and 1/4 oz. If you’re fishing
for steelhead, or trophies, up to the
3/8 oz. option.

Jayco

IRVINE'S CAMPER SALES
740-989-2291 800-987-4275
www.irvinescamper.com

Located close to Parkersburg, WV On US Rt. 50
2 Miles From The Corridor D Bridge

17 State Rt. 555  Little Hocking, Ohio

NEW
USED

Exclusive
Jayco Dealer

Acme Little Cleo

This lure is a great spoon. Use
the hammered versions to get some
serious flash to get the trout’s at-
tention. Either pop this lure and let
it flutter in a deep pool, or steadily
retrieve it across some ripples.

Rebel Tracdown
Monster trout love this one. This
lure has a similar action to the Ra-
pala, but it’s weighted. This makes
the nose dive on the pause and re-
ally can give the action of a dying
bait fish that will drive trout wild.
Wade upstream and cast this along
banks to lure in a big brown.
You’ll be more than ready with
these 10 lures in your tackle box.

200+ Campsites ¢ All Utilities
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout
Tube Rentals
Cable TV

. £

9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
\ 304-636-0023
www.revelles.com

Mepps Aglia Spinnerbait Who is ready for spring?!

You can’t go wrong with this one.
Use sizes 0, 1, 2 and 3. I’ve always
had luck with the gold blades. Also,
the #3 size has always gotten more

strikes for me than the other sizes.

FREE ONLINE

www.wvasportsman.net
Back Issue To 2006

Mark Work came in from Mlchlgan
to take this buck.

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just two

minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort
¢ Recently built log cabins are exceptionally e Satellite tv and dvd player
ﬁlean and bﬁautlfﬁlly decorated to be your e Gas log fireplace and air conditioning
o.me away ror_n ome e Full bath with shower
e Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and X o .
safe environment o Ll.nerls and other famenltles ;')rowded
Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleep two © Pichic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked
ponds, playground, and horseshoe pits

fedpsrsoiicablnsiigyeliiijped e Convenience store onsite with gift shop, WV

downstairs and two twin beds in loft . . L9 g
e Six person cabins have king or queen bed . So‘:;‘:‘e;é?’dzr;g :;::rumque el

and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub,
e Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and

dishwasher, and washer and dryer
° Eight person cabins have four bedrooms, Arnold Palmer Slgnature Golf Course, and

two baths, and an eight person hot tub 2,650 acre Stonewall .
Accessible cabin available Jackson Lake with

X . . . all types of water
Fully equipped kitchen with dishes,

) ! recreation, fishing,
cookware, refrigerator, microwave,

and huntlng just
toaster, and coffee maker two minutes away

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379 o
email: info@hillbillyhavenwv.com e
website: www.hillbillyhavenwv.com

First class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off interstate 79, Exit 91,
one mile south on US 189 towards lake.
all or visit website for rates, additional °
information, and policies. A 50% depositis e
required for reservations. Major credit

cards are accepted.

Witd and Wonderfud
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*COMPLETE RULES GIVEN AT EVENT

HOW TO REGISTER YOUR TEAM

* TEXT TEAM NAMES - OR EMAIL TEAM NAMES
OR MAIL IN THE FORM 3 Ways To Enter

TEXT 304-482-7217

TeEam $120 Per Team B¢
BASS May 12 - gat. $10
June 24 - Sun.
PAYS 2
EVENT July 22 - Sun. PLACES*
33 Aug 12 - Sun.
Team
$1 ,000 o re ALL AT BELP:E RAMP
Guaranteed 1st Place o AR 5 ﬁ[l@[:] |l||]m—."] : d E

wvasport@yahoo.com § 6:45am - 3pm "BO;er ________ 7
BASS SPORTSMAN | |
PO BOX 5521 Registration Partner |
VIENNA, WV 26105 bam |ONE PHONE #
1sT$1,000 o __ _ _ _— __— __— —_— _—_— — |
WHY 33 TEAMS? ot eiBass Entry $120+ $10 BB = $130 Toatal
- QUICKER TO PUT IN I G Pay CASH AT The Ramp
- FASTER TO TAKE OUT 1st 33 Teams Contacti
« SPEEDIER WEIGH IN FULLGFTlngZIEA[\)YOUT EN TER 500 éet In ?Z;n ;ou?:afw;:e’g?

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South Of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

OHIO RIVER TOURNAMENTS - ALL AT THE BELPRE RAMP

740-846-0062

FAL o

14

7 BIVERS

MARINE, LLC

Gp F 4% , B0ATS

:psta
3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, OH

Dewey Sloan landed a 7 pound
largemouth at Anderson Lake.

Kirk Price & Dailey Gordon are on

the WVU bass fishing team.
Feb/March 2018 ~ Page 22

ho iver ngler, Larry Vuelich,
hooked a 10 Ib. 4 oz Florida bass.



—————
Honfei()\;l;l RV Center

RV’S: VIKING ¢ APEX
CATALINA « SANDPIPER
CLASS C MOTORHOMES

Coachmen & q m—

Leader to the Great Outdoors.

Weather Tech Products

Bed Liners -

Parts

IBASSYBOATS BOATS
JON BOATS

NEW & USED | &
RV’S
BOATS

Lots Of
RV Parts

Service

304-860-1948

www.hometownrvcenter.com
138 Colt Industrial Dr.
PROSPERITY, WV 25909

""-:.{

FTH WHEELS R WOTORHONESx
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AREAS LARGEST SELECTION OF AMMUNITION

ATTENTION FISHERMEN W' —

Everyday Low Price il I l:':;l f:%

ORACLE

B e p—

P e T
- 'nl"' J

= |

Over 500 Boxes In Stock

JSHRIMP
TR e .223-5.56 $11.99 Box - No Limit
e " - + FORGED 7075 T6 ’
ALUMINUM RECEIVER el RS
BERKLEY MIKE’S * RAIL GAS BLOCK il GUNS
POWER BAIT EGGS « SEMI-AUTO GAS-OPERATED Z<|z2| =20
+6 POSITON TELESCOPING i@!_mL. yuuulv '||||:|1u..a||||u.n AMMO
PARDUS STOCK bl Sl

$2.83 $1.99

OPEN 8AM Closed Wed & Sun

222 Allegheny HWY ELKINS, WV
(681) 298-5070

Trout stocking has been well
underway in the Berkshires and
throughout the rest of the North-
east for several weeks now which
means that it’s time for you to get
out there and do a little trout fish-
ing! These tips for trout fishing in
the early spring will help to ensure
that you go home with a full creel.
Use An Ultralight Rod And Reel
Combo

Although trout in the early spring
are a little less “finicky” than they
will be in the forthcoming weeks it
is still important to understand that
you can’t just throw any old lure
or live bait out there and expect to
get a bite. Water temperatures are
often not much warmer than 40 F
and visibility is often very poor due
to rapid spring currents. Knowing

SPENCER'S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745

OVER 39 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS *
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS
WEST HAMLIN,WV

ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

Spring Trout Fishing
this, you’ll want to equip your-
self with an ultralight rod and reel
combo and use 4-6 1b test mono-
filament. Lighter weight test mono-
filament is more difficult for trout
to see and helps to reduce drag in
rapidly moving water. As far as rod
and reel are concerned, I personal-
ly use a 5 foot long Ugly Stick with
an Orvis No. 1 Spin reel. The ultra
light action Ugly Stick is sensitive
enough to feel even the most subtle
of strikes from timid spring trout.
Spring Trout Bait

As far as using live bait to catch
early spring trout is concerned, you
can’t go wrong with using either
trout worms or small live minnows
hooked to a single size 4 — 8 fishing
hook. I’ve also had a great deal of
success using Berkley Powerbait to
catch troutin the early spring as well
as throughout the entirety of the
trout fishing season. I have found
that the Chartreuse Power Nuggets
seem to work the best. You’ll want
to use just enough split-shot sink-
ers to submerge your bait between
12 — 18 inches above the bottom
of the water body in which you are
fishing. Don’t use too much weight
however as you want to allow your

bait to have as much natural move-
continue to the next page

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING

* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everytling you uced or
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV

Tanner Sprouse caught a 5 1b. 4 oz.

golden trout. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.
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iGNy Hunting Beagles

irny $150 g PKC/AKC/UKC/NKC Pups~Hunting/Field Trial Dogs
Hunting Lights « Garmin GPS Tracking System ¢ Diamond Deluxe

Dog Collars & Straps « Easy Loader « All Types Of Vinyl Coated Wire

David Dewees (304) 545-3820 By Appointment Only

\3.:;- 3223 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV 25248

ment as possible.
Spring Trout Lures

You’ll want to be sure that you
have a wide variety of shiny and
brightly colored trout fishing lures
on hand before you head out. Ice
melts and rainstorms cause spring
water to move rapidly and appear
murky so the shinier the lure the
better. I am mostly familiar with
trout fishing in the Berkshires as
well as trout fishing in the Farm-
ington Valley area of Connecticut
so I am going to tell you what lures
work best in these particular areas.
It could very well be that these
fishing lures will work well for you
throughout the rest of the country,
when in doubt, just go down to your
local tackle shop and ask around! I
have had the best luck by far when

Advertise In The

W. Va. Sportsman

Rates Are On Page 3
« 27 Years In Business
« Over 3 Million Printed

Parker’s Safe Sales

é:%hgggné 80 to 90

In Stock
In Home Delivery - Up or Down
Tri-States Largest Safe Distributor
S & G Certified Locksmith
Since 1958 - New WVU Safes
740-484-4572
Exit 208 I-70 S. on SR 149-2.7 Miles
Belmont, Ohio

using the following trout lures;
1/32 — 1/8 Ounce chartreuse Roost-
er Tail

1/4 Ounce gold Thomas Buoyant
1/4 Ounce Daredevil, the original

red and white one
I'have also had some degree of luck

with different colored variations of
the above mentioned lures and be-
fore you throw stones at me for not
mentioning the Panther Martin, let
me just say that although the Pan-
ther Martin trout lure has worked
well for others, it has not worked
well for me!

When fishing for trout in the early
spring using lures I tend to cast and
then reel in the lure at a medium to
somewhat slow pace. If 'm using a
spoon such as the Thomas Buoyant
or Daredevil then I will gently pull-
ing back the rod tip as I reel in the
lure in order to produce a wounded
minnow-like effect.

Aly Blankenship harvested a
point buck.
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Vance Hart enjoyed harvsting tis
fine gobbler last spring.

I’ve just shared with you some
tips that I have used to success-
fully catch trout in the early spring.
If you have any additional tips or
suggestions then I would encour-
age you to become a member of

WV WILD
OUTDOORS
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Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
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506 FIREHOUSE ROAD

BIRCH RIVER, WV
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Swim Jig Fishing

Folks in Wisconsin seem to have
an affinity for swim jigs. While
Tom Monsoor is pretty much the
world authority on the method, that
doesn’t mean there aren’t other
ways to do it. Matt Stefan has made
the Forrest Wood Cup three of the
last four years, and each year he’s
put at least a few in the boat on a
swim jig no matter where the sea-
son has taken him.

“The swim jig would definitely be
my go-to bait if I could choose one
bait,” says Stefan. “That’s because
it’s such a versatile bait that you
can really use it through any level
of the water column. You can use
it in a foot of water through thick
grass. You can use a heavy swim jig
on ledges. You can fish suspended
fish with it around docks and over
deep water. It’s really a bait you
can utilize at all different levels of
the water column and through all
different types of cover.”

Through his love of the bait Ste-
fan has formed several opinions
about it, from what makes a good
swim jig to the best times to put
one into action.

BAIT SPECIFICS

Before signing on with Dirty Jigs,
Stefan made most of his own swim
jigs, and would probably still do so
if he weren’t satisfied with what is
commercially available.

For the actual jig, the meticulous

Call For
Current Prices
'.-3047 Little Creek Rd.

CRESTON, WV

Lwyd’s SIPOIRTSMIAN CIENTIRIR
Hunting * Fishing * Camping * Boating

Carhartt Clothing - Muck * Georgia * Wolverine Boots
Ammunition - Fly Fishing - Hackle - Targets - Scents

Gun Cleaning - Lots of Fishing Equipment - Much More!

RYV and Boat Equipment - Hardware - Tools

Exit 67 Off Of I-79 - Rt 19 North 1/4 Mile
Sutton, WV 304-765-3332

pro likes a bullet-shaped head and
a vertical line tie — one that is in
line with the hook. He believes that
combination produces the most
weedless jig possible. Stefan also
likes to thin out the brush guard,
sometimes taking out as many as
one-third of the strands. He often
thins the skirt as well, both short-
ening and removing some of the
strands. Finally, Stefan prefers a
jig with a good trailer keeper, be
it a nice molded-in barb or a wire

keeper. Though he sometimes uses
continue to the next page
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Brandon Turner reeled in a nice
largemouth bass.
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Super Glue to lock trailers in place,
he doesn’t like the buildup that can
occur overtime.

“The majority of the time I'm
throwing a 3/8-ounce jig,” Stefan
says. “If I'm in super shallow wa-
ter I’ll switch to a 1/4-ounce, and
up north here we have a lot of deep
weedlines, and I’ll switch to a 3/4-
ounce in that respect. That can re-
ally be a killer in the summer when
fish are grouped up in like 14 feet
of water.”

Stefan throws the Dirty Jigs Swim
Jig or the Finesse Swim Jig 95 per-
cent of the time, relying mostly on
the standard model. He also oc-
casionally uses the No-Jack Swim
Jig.

“I utilize the finesse one when
I’m fishing smallmouths, which is
usually in rivers,” says Stefan. “I
do that because the hook is sub-
stantially smaller on it. It’s still
extremely stout. You don’t have to
worry about bending it on a fish,
but they get it in their mouths better.
The smallmouths have a bad habit
of just coming up and grabbing the

Black & blue is a great color for a
swim jig.

Financing Available

GROVE MARINE TRAGKER

~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

9am to 5pm M-F
° Sat 10am to Noon

" 304-547-5044
7 MILES EAST OF

WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD

Triadelphia, WV

tail, and I think that a bigger hook
has prevented some fish in my past
from getting the bait.

“For the most part I don’t feel like
I need to throw the No-Jack too
much, but if I’'m down in Florida
and using braid I will switch over.
It’s such a stout hook that you need
something to drive the hook home,
and you’ll be using it in cover
that’s so thick that you need braid
anyway.”

Stefan usually opts for 15-pound-
test Seaguar InvizX line and some-
times drops down to 10-pound test
in wicked-clear water. He sticks
with a high-speed reel and usu-
ally uses a custom-built rod made
on a St. Croix Legend Tournament
finesse swim jig rod blank. The

blank is a 7-foot, 1-inch, medium-
heavy power with an extra-fast
action — heavy enough to manage
around cover but light-duty enough
to present and work some fairly
small baits.

For his trailers, Stefan prefers a
swimbait.

“I’'m a big fan of boot tails,” he
says. “I feel like the bait wobbles
side to side, and it allows the bait
to have more action.”

Most of the time his swimbait
of choice is a Reaction Innova-
tions Skinny Dipper, and he starts
the process by cutting the head off.
Then, he trims up from the bot-
tom to make the bait a little more
streamlined before rigging it on he

continue to page 31

M A I N
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EXPERIENCE
LEWIS

COUNIFY

Come visit the haunted Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum. Featured on
many paranormal shows over the years, the facility is currently offering
civil war, historical, paranormal, and farm tours. Many other activities and
events include ghost hunts and a haunted house in October.

Weston, West Virginia was once the hand blown glass capital of the world.
Now it has two charming studios where you can watch the art of blowing
glass. Appalachian Glass and WV American Art Glass masterfully blend
traditional glass-making methods with the best of modern techniques.
Then learn more about the deep history of West Virginia glass by stopping
by. The West Virginia Museum of American Glass has a collection of more
than 17,000 pieces.

At the Mountaineer Military Museum, you will experience some of the Unit-
ed States Military’s unique moments while seeing the military of our country
and the nation comes alive through a soldier’s eyes.

Kick back and relax at Lambert’s Winery, situated on a beautiful hillside in
its own hand cut stone building where you can take a tour of the facility and
enjoy a tasting while visiting the gift shop.

You may also visit the childhood home of Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson at
WVU’s Jackson Mills Farmstead. Here you will see an 1840’s farmstead
with a working gristmill, blacksmith’s shop, buildings, cabins and more.

Outdoor enthusiasts can visit Stonewall Jackson Lake State Park or Stone-
coal Lake for boating, fishing, hiking, hunting and more. Enjoy a round
of golf while spending a relaxing weekend at the four diamond awarded
Stonewall Resort on the shore of Stonewall Jackson Lake.

Come visit where heroes were raised, legends born and memories are
made! For more information contact:

800-296-7329
lewiscountycvb.com

lewis County, ‘Weat Virginia

Take a tour of historic downtown; visit museums or the boyhood home of general "Stonewall”
Jackson. Relax at a winery, play golf, fish in a quiet cove or boat on one of our beautiful lakes.
Shop in our locally owned shops, watch glass blowing demonstrations, visit our historic and
haunted Asylum. or attend a local fair or festival. There's something for everyone to enjoy
here... Where past meets the present.

Visit Us Online or Call Today for your Free Travel Guide!

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM 304-269-7328
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Black Bear Harvest For 2017

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— Hunters in West Virginia har-
vested 3,160 black bears during the
combined 2017 archery and fire-
arms seasons, which is the second
highest recorded bear kill in state
history.

Due to more abundant mast pro-
duction in 2017, the Division of
Natural Resources expected a de-
crease in the archery harvest and an
increase in the December firearms
harvest compared to 2016. While
both predictions held true, the har-
vest count for the 2017 seasons
increased 5 percent over the 3,012
bears killed in 2016. This is the
third straight year the black bear
harvest has topped 3,000.

“Historically, an abundance of
mast makes bears harder for ar-
chers to target, yet leads to a large
December firearms harvest,” said
Colin Carpenter, DNR’s Black
Bear Project leader. “Mast abun-
dance delays denning and keeps
bears available to hunters for both
the buck-gun and December fire-
arms seasons.”

Hunters killed 612 bears during
the first segment of the 2017 ar-

Mike Arbogast got a fine 10 point
buck. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Intersection of

2{0]67,¢

chery season (Sept. 30 — Nov. 19). CAVE Rt. 4 & 20

Hunters harvested 327 bears with Rock Cave, WV

vertical bows and 285 with cross- |GA 9GZ4 529‘?
roceries

bows. The top five counties for ar-
chery harvest were Nicholas (53),
Randolph (45), Fayette (43), Mer-
cer (38) and Preston (38).

Firearms hunters harvested 2,548
bears in 2017. Hunters took 623
bears in September and October,
678 during the concurrent buck-gun
bear season, and 1,247 during the
traditional December season. The
top five counties for firearms har-
vest were Randolph (224), Webster
(210), Pocahontas (204), Pendleton
(193) and Nicholas (187).

“The addition of early bear sea-
sons and the buck-gun season over
the past 10 years has helped de-
crease the influence of mast crops
on total harvest,” Carpenter said.
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Don Workman & Zack Casidy got
a Tucker Co. black bear.
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jig. When finished, the process cre-
ates a really nice package that will
come through grass very easily.

TWO NORTHERN APPLICA-
TIONS

Chucking and winding a swim jig
through shallow vegetation is prob-
ably the most common way to fish
one. It’s also one of the simplest
techniques because once you have
a good swim jig combo you’re ba-
sically set to start winding it back
through the grass.

Two ways that Stefan likes to
make use of the swim jig’s versa-
tility are in shallow river situations
and on deep weed edges. Both re-
quire a bit more refined technique.
1. Cut bank swimming

One of Stefan’s favorite times to
fish a swim jig is when he’s key-
ing up shallow in rivers such as the
Mississippi and the Wolf in Wis-
consin and Minnesota.

2. Deep weedline swimming

Another of Stefan’s more North-
ern techniques is tossing a swim jig
on deeper weed edges in the sum-
mertime. It’s a great way to go for
numbers and size, and makes for a
good excuse to get some 3/4-ounce
swim jigs.

Though a swim jig is a good tool
to cover water, finding the right
types of places is key.

“Up north it’s all natural lakes with
deeper water,” says Stefan. “So,
main-lake points and submerged
islands are probably the two areas
I would start on, rather than being
back in a spawning bay. I want deep
water, and I’'m usually looking for
more defined breaklines.”

Once he has a rough starting spot,
Stefan typically concentrates on ir-
regularities in the weeds.

“If you have a straight weedline
for a while and you have a nice de-

fined point or a stretch where some
sparse weeds taper out deeper or
even an indentation, that’s good.
Probably my favorite is where I
can find some rock mixed in or a
harder bottom.”

Give swim baits a try this season.

Luke Harper brought in a Ritchie

Co. 10 point buck. Photo courtesy of
Crossroads General Store near Newark.

-
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10 Essential Fishing Facts YA

Fish are broadly divided into
three classes. The Osteichthys, or
bony fish, include both ray-finned
and lobe-finned fish, accounting for
over 30,000 species in all, ranging
from familiar food fish like salmon
and tuna to more exotic lungfish
and electric eels. The Chondrich-
thyes, or cartilaginous fish, include
sharks, rays and skates, and the Ag-
natha, or jawless fish, include hag-
fish and lampreys. (A fourth class,
Placodermes, or armored fish, has

J osh Keller brought in a fine buck
this season.

e
i

buck in Upshur County.

Jodie Hlnkle harvested an 8 pomt

NNTAL

long since gone extinct, and most ° 11 A
experts lump Acanthodes, or spiny 414

sharks, under the Osteichthys um- 22 North Locust Street

brella.)

All Fish Are Equipped With Gills BUCkhannon, \\AY
Like all animals, fish need oxy- 26201

gen in order to fuel their metabo-

lism: the difference is that terrestri-

al vertebrates breathe air, while fish

rely on oxygen dissolved in water.
continue to the next page
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To this end, fish have evolved gills,
complex, efficient, multi-layered
organs that absorb oxygen from
the water and excrete carbon diox-
ide. Gills only work when oxygen-
ated water is constantly streaming
through them, which is why fish
and sharks are always moving—
and why they expire so quickly
when they’re plucked from the
water by human fishermen. (Some

fish, like lungfish and catfish, pos-
sess rudimentary lungs in addition
to their gills, and can breathe air
when circumstances demand.)
Before there were vertebrates,
there were chordates—small ma-
rine animals possessing bilateral
symmetry, heads distinct from
their tails, and nerve cords run-
ning down the length of their bod-
ies. A little over 500 million years

* FIBERGLASS
* ALUMINUM
* PONTOON

2018 Boats In Stock
Great Selection Of Quality Used Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available

Pontoon & Bass Boats
www.wrightsriversidemarine.com

Marine
Rt. 2 South of

304-684-2850

{ E-TEC G2

Wright’s Riverside
Certified Service Department

st. marys, w  EVINIRUIDE .

#1 In District Total Horsepower Dealer

Outboards
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ago, during the Cambrian period,
a population of chordates evolved
into the first true vertebrates, which
then went on to spawn all the rep-
tiles, birds, amphibians and mam-
mals we know and love today. (A
sixth animal group, invertebrates,
never subscribed to this backbone
trend, yet today they account for a
whopping 97 percent of all animal
species!)

Like the amphibians and reptiles
to which they’re distantly related,
the vast majority of fish are ecto-
thermic, or cold-blooded: they rely
on the ambient temperature of the
water to fuel their internal metabo-
lisms. Surprisingly, though, barra-
cudas, tunas, mackerels and sword-
fish—which belong to the fish
suborder Scombroidei—all have
warm-blooded metabolisms, albeit
using a system quite different from
that of mammals and birds; a tuna
can maintain an internal body tem-
perature of 90 degrees Fahrenheit
even when swimming in 45-degree
water! Mako sharks are also endo-

thermic, an adaptation that endows
them with added energy when pur-
suing prey.

Fish Are Oviparous Rather Than

Viviparous
continue to the next page
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Noble Echols, from Clarksburg,
brought in a nice 10 point buck.
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Oviparous vertebrates lay eggs;
viviparous vertebrates gestate their
young (for at least a brief period of
time) in the mother’s womb. Unlike
other vertebrates, most fish species
fertilize their eggs externally: the
female expels hundreds or thou-
sands of small, unfertilized eggs,
at which point the male releases its
sperm into the water, at least some
of which find their mark. (A few
fish engage in internal fertilization,
males using a penis-like organ to
impregnate the female.) There are
some exceptions that prove the
rule, though: in “ovoviviparous”
fish, the eggs hatch while still in the
mother’s body, and there are even
a few viviparous fish like lemon
sharks, the females of which have
organs very similar to mammalian
placentas.

Many Fish Are Equipped With
Swim Bladders

Fish live in stratified ecosystems:

the food chain is very different 20

Jason Wllson from Coxs Mill, got
a 9 point in Gilmer County.

feet below the surface than it is one
or two miles deep. For this reason,
it’s in a fish’s best interests to main-
tain a constant depth, which many
species accomplish with the aid of a
swim bladder: a gas-filled organ in-
side their bodies that maintains the
fish’s buoyancy and removes the
need to swim at maximum speed.
It’s widely believed, though not yet
proven, that the primitive lungs of
the first tetrapods (“fish out of wa-
ter”’) evolved from swim bladders,
which were “co-opted” for this sec-
ondary purpose to allow vertebrate
animals to colonize land.

Even people who advocate more
humane treatment of “higher” ver-
tebrates like cows and chickens
don’t have much of an opinion
when it comes to fish. But there
are a handful of (somewhat contro-
versial) studies showing that fish
are capable of feeling pain, even

Car1 Weekley, from St. Marys,

brought in a nice 10 point buck.
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though these vertebrates lack the
brain structure, called the neocor-
tex, that’s associated with pain in
mammals. In England, the Royal
Society for the Protection of Ani-
mals has adopted a stance against
cruelty to fish, which presumably
applies more to gruesomely disfig-
uring fish hooks than to industrial
fish farms.

Fish Are Incapable of Blinking

continue to the next page

Cystal alton, from Morgantown,
hooked a 44 pound wahoo.
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One of the traits that makes fish
seem so alien is their lack of eye-
lids, and hence their inability to
blink: a mackerel will maintain the
same glassy stare whether it’s re-
laxed or alarmed, or, for that mat-
ter, whether it’s alive or dead. This
raises the related question of how,
or even whether, fish sleep. Their
wide-open eyes notwithstanding,
there is some evidence that fish
do sleep, or at least engage in re-
storative behavior similar to hu-
man sleep: some fish float slowly
in place or wedge themselves into
rocks or corals, which may indicate
a reduced amount of metabolic ac-
tivity. (Even when a fish appears
motionless, ocean currents still
keep its gills supplied with oxy-
gen.)

Although many fish have excel-
lent vision, they don’t quite mea-
sure up when it comes to hearing
and smell. However, these marine
vertebrates are equipped with a
sense that terrestrial vertebrates

Jeff Copen, from Munday, harvest-
ed a nice 8 point buck.

completely lack: a “lateral line”
across the length of their bodies
that senses the motion of water, or
even, in some species, electrical
currents. A fish’s lateral line is es-
pecially important for maintaining
its place in the food chain: preda-
tors use this “sixth sense” to home
in on prey, and prey use it to avoid
predators. Fish also use their lateral

Jason Allen, from St. Marys, took
an 8 point in Pleasants County.
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Colonial Hotel - Motel

Hunters & Fishermen

come
TV&AC Free Parking
304-472-3000  Center of City
24 N. Kanawha St.
Buckhannon, WV 26201

Dalton Cutright, owner

lines to congregate in schools, and
to choose the right direction for
their periodic migrations.

The world’s oceans are so huge
and deep, and the fish that inhabit
them are so populous and prolific,
that you can excuse many people
for believing that tuna, salmon,
and the like are inexhaustible food
sources. Nothing could be further
from the truth: overfishing can
easily render a fish population ex-
tinct, as humans harvest a species
their dinner tables faster than it can
reproduce and replenish its own
stock. Unfortunately, despite the
proven risk of species collapse,
commercial fishing of certain fish
species continues unabated; if the
trend persists, some of our favor-
ite food fish may vanish from the
world’s oceans within 50 years.

www.wvasportsman.net

ZERO-TURN
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US 33 East
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Buckhannon, WV
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Motorcycles
UtTv-ATvV
Service * Sales

Kawasaki
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Fun Fishing Info

Fish are vertebrate animals that
live in the water. Vertebrate means
they have a spinal cord surrounded
by bone or cartilage.

Fish have gills that extract oxygen
from the water around them.

There are over 30000 known spe-
cies of fish.

Some flatfish use camouflage
to hide themselves on the ocean
floor.

Tuna can swim at speeds of up to
70 kph (43 mph).

Relative to their body size, fish
have small brains compared to
most other animals.

Fish are covered in scales which
are often covered in a layer of slime
to help their movement through
water.

Cleaner fish help out other fish by
removing parasites and dead skin
from their scales.

Advertise in the
W. Va. Sportsman

Details On Page 3
LOW RATES

LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES - FINANCE - PARTS - SERVICE

www.leesonsmotors.com 320 West Main Street
Bridgeport, WV

o .I

(304) 842-5469
,.- v $Ssu L New & Used

ZUKI

el ae) awasaki_

Motorcycles
ATV & UTV's

Although jellyfish and crayfish
have the word ‘fish’ in their name,
they aren’t actually fish.

Over 1000 fish species are threat-

Nathan Eddy brought in an Upshur
County 8 point buck.

ened by extinction.

Mermaids are mythological crea-
tures with the tail of a fish and the
upper half of a woman.

Eric Adkins used a bow in Wyo-
ming County for a big 10 point.

v K

20% Of Teams
Win Money

FULL MOON

$100 per Team

Plus $10 Optional Big Bass

REGISTRATION
TEAM BEGINS AT 6PM
%( CHALLENGE * 6 Fish Limit per Team

* Obey DNR Rul
, Big Bass Pays 2 Places .S Zy T, Pules h
yoF Over 25 Teams udject Io Folygrap
A ¥ Pav CASH At R » Complete Rules At Events
ay amp

Bass Sportsman
304-482-7217
wvasport@yahoo.com

7:30pm to 7am

* 6 0z. Dead Bass
* Courtesy Board

* No Off-Limits Before Events
* Open To All Teams

July 28 - Tygart Lake
August 25 - Sutton Lake
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Palge Powers harvested a black
bear with a bow in McDowell Co.

Matt Pitcock, from Sutton, hs a
nice 10 point buck.

www.wvasportsman.net

Kirk Price, from Boone Co., used a
bow for this Logan Co. 13 point.

STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

Gas - Tires

Over 47 Y i
vor 47 tedrs Groceries - Hardware

In Business

MOUNTAIN TATE LOG HOMES

“Your Path To Affordable Log Home lemg

Providing Quality Log Home
Materials Since 1978
“Experience The Difference”

Why Choose Mountain State Log Homes?
. FREE Unloading At Your Site D-Logs 6'x 6", 6'x &', 8" x &
e Milled Locally In Jane Lew, WV Log Siding 6, 87, 12"

e Kiln Dried White Pine Log Choices Douglas Fir Beams
.« o Dove Tail Log 6" x 12
* FREE Quotes And Custom Designing 1., 5 » ¢

e Detailed Construction Manual With  Cedar Posts & Railing

Purchase
MILL DIRECT
* FREE House Package Delivery In WV PRICES ,C
And In Bordering States :

PO BOX 679 208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV 26378
Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com
Or email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.net

JANE LEW MODELS OPEN DAILY

9am to 5pm

800.553.3006
Other Hours By Apt.
304.884.6646 |
Located in the Industrial [Ef=Faa s
Park, I-79 exit 105
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PYAMAHASQERAFSPARQR|T 304-439-5329
OHX T INSEETTSRTCAGERSB i
NS OCROOGWRDKMEHOLAOE RlCKS
TXUEERECOETEOI HBCTPN
OSTVNTDFLEGENDMKNETN MkTZAXOQdERMY
ake Those Outdoor
osSB Il 11l GAZAATSAEGLFCI Memories Last A Lifetime
NEONLNXTMCFEGRCLAAON 32 Years Experience
ZRARTGODTSKRRROROOWG| ror—r- .
S PRUSRCHRHUAEVCYONNT BBIakcrI:FordRoa‘;ivv
OXDDER I/TNLPB I ARNUOADO “°Aa“:‘_°“’M_Cd_tc;d
ccepting Major Credit Cards

T B S ERT STL J MRMUHW THON Full Time/Award Winning Master
AZUCCLCEOI TUCRPROLUO Taxidermist Rick Dunlap
RABOEOTHKNLRROLEGENU
TTDPVBNRAAENEEEHNRDN
S RBINESRG IMEII | I LASRRBXII
X ADLODGXEGPNV LS I EASK
OONENOHEHARRI|STU|FZBUU
MGULUDTRBAMBOSRIAI|OZ
BEzI1 I LTRAI LERNEDLIBKU
PR SSUNCATCHERDSSAB|ZMS

Evinrude ¢ Crestliner ¢ Nitro * Yamaha ¢ Falcon ¢ Trailer

Legend ° Triton * Lowe * Skeeter * Xpress * Pontoon * Bennington

Johnson ¢ Tracker * Champion * Mercury * Phoenix ¢ Suncatcher nice 8 point buck.

Lund * Ranger * Honda ° Fisher * Suzuki * Harris * Tahoe * Ski

Gambler ¢ Outboard ¢ Pleasure * Alumacraft ¢ Stratos ¢ Bass F REE On I i ne

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally www.wvasportsman.net

LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

Clip Out

| Name

: Address

| City
|

I
| Fish

State Zip

Pound Oz

#Points

We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2017/18.

Photos Will Be Returned E-mail ansport@ gmaﬂ-com

| 4

: < NQO Send Photo To:

| ,, DOES WVS

| i s P.O. Box 5521
I Vienna, WV
: TEXT 304-482-7217 26105

.
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Tyler Outdoor_

T L r‘i‘
J.I

4 Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns |
Ammunition

10302 Tyler Highway - Rt. 18

12 Miles Off Rt. 2 Just South Of New Martinsville, WV

MIDDLEBOURNE, WV 304-758-2120

OPEN: TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 10AM TO 7PM

f

MM L Ty

1 mnummm

— —

m.‘uwlﬁﬁ.m’u’ i

Wil \ . |

1

»300 Guns

In Stock

Barnett & Excahber Crossbows * Diamond Compound Bows ¢ Custom Arrows ° Lacrosse Boots
Steel Traps & Scents * Gun Cases & Holsters ¢ Deer Feeders & Scents ¢ Fishing Tackle & Rods - MORE
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Devin Bokey landed a nice brook

trout. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins

Ed & Blake Taylor are pleased with
Blakes’ youth hunt gobbler

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman
* Free Online

- Low Rates
- Reach Interested
Customers
Details On Page 3

WV Plpelmer Collectible Guns

CALL FOR
PRICES

Pipeliner 3

5

|F'|nelmer |5 a regestered Trademark of JWA Enterprises |

WYV Pipeliner Guns Are Henry Golden Boy Rifles * Call For Details

OUTDOOR STORE

Guns - Ammo - Fishing Supplies - Feed & More

304-655-7600

P>

* Guns - Pistols - Ammunition
* Yeager Musky Lures
* Leupold Dealer - Case Knives
« Deer Corn $6.95 per 50# Bag
* Mountain Gold Deer Scents
* Grandpa’s Special Mix Deer Feed
* We Pawn On Guns
* Feed
Horse - Cattle - Chicken - Hog - Dog - Cat

OPEN: Mon - Sat 8am to 5pm Sun Noon to 5pm

COYOTE
TOURNAMENT

: MARCH2-3-4
% 75% Payout $35 per Entry
Call Or Stop By For ~ Up To 4 People Per Team
Coyote Tournament Most Harvested Wins
Complete Rules Bjg Coyote $10 - 100% Paid

856 Arnoldsburg Road ; A
ARNOLDSBURG, WV  BLSiIXSNGE
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www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com

neel ln four Savinys

Al Superior foyota

T.R. Hathaway says: “ Power Bait Works Well On Trout”

Sut P TOYOTA

2017 4Runner New 20 1 8 Toyota H:ghlander

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolneloriddns mmm

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolneloriadns mmm

$750 customer Cash Gas Model
Only

2018 RAV4
-

Superio”

The name says it alll SALES, SERVICE, PARTS

www.SuperiorAutoWV.com

www.superiorautowv.com
woo'Amolnesoriddns-mmm

$ 1, 000 customer Cash
OR
0% APR for up to 60 Months
Gas & Hybrid Models

Rt. 50 EAST
- PARKERSBURG
* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate. 0% APR for 60 monthly G 304'424'5 1 22

payments of $16.67 for every $1,000 financed. 1.9% APR for 60 monthly payments of $17.48 for each $1,000 financed. Plus tax & 8 O 0 47 8 5 8 8 4

fees and dealer doc fee $187.25. Whereas every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible for errors.
www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com

www.superiorautowv.com
wo9'Amolneionadns mmm

0.9 % for 60 monthly payments of $17.05 per thousand financed Expires 2-28 2018.




