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Cover Photo

Attention Bass Fishermen!
Get Your Name On Our

Mail-List For Bass Tournaments 
In 2018

Name__________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City___________________________________________ ST______

Zip_________________ email______________________________

Fill Out The Form Below
To Be Placed On The Mail List Clip & Mail To:

Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

    email:
    wvasport@gmail.com
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Promote Your Business Statewide
 Advertise Special Sales and Events

Reach Thousands of Potential Customers

ALSO ON THE 
INTERNET

In Business
28 YEARS

   Using a nine weight fly rod, 
Drew Kroll, from Sutton, was 
determined to catch a big musky.  
He finally had success at Burns-
ville Lake.  He was doing a figure 
eight at the boat and the musky 
hit.  It took him over ten minutes 
to land the 47" musky.
  Archery deer season opens at the 
end of September.  Good luck and 
hunt safely.
  TEXT, mail or email your large 
fish or game pictures.  Info is on 
page 38.
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BOWTECH
DIAMOND
PARKER

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

www.bow-listicarchery.com

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES

YOUTH BOWS•CUSTOM ARROWS
15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

CHELYAN, WV
304-595-2699
Mon Tue Thu Fri 12 - 7

Wed 12 - 5
Sat. 10AM to 2PM

     BOOKING WILD
       BOAR HUNTS

BARNETT
PARKER

EXCALIBER
CROSSBOWS

continue to the next page

Alice Warden hooked an 8 pound 
hybrid bass at Kanawha Falls, 

5 Archery Tips For Success

30 TARGET 3-D ARCHERY RANGE

QUEST BOWS - From G5
PARKER     G5

EASTON • CARBON EXPRESS • GOLD TIP
Ten Point • Parker • Excaliber Crossbows
Archery Supplies - Pro Shop

1.8 Miles From I-77 - Rt. 31/Airport Road
WILLIAMSTOWN, WV   304-375-2434

On Facebook
crooked creek archery

Mon-Fri 5pm to 8pm Sat 12-6pm

    Hoyt • G-5 Prime
            Bowtech

Amanda Jenkins, from Sutton, 
caught a nice walleye.

COOPER’S
CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV
Complete Hookups
It’s Our 39th Year!
304-227-4219

  No archer achieves a state of ab-
solute perfection. There are too 
many steps in a complicated pro-
cess and too many details to juggle 
during each shot. Even the archer 
with perfect coaching and perfect 
shooting form must deal with the 
mental aspects of shooting a bow.
  You can master the most basic 
fundamentals of shooting form 
and understand the mental aspects. 
But beyond that, the majority of 
bow-shooting difficulties stem 
from only five elements of the shot 
sequence. Take them seriously, and 
they’ll provide a boost in bowhunt-
ing accuracy.
1. Anchor Twice
  A rock-solid anchor is the foun-
dation of a perfectly executed shot. 
Anchoring creates the bases of the 
rear of the sighting system. With-
out a solid anchor point, shots be-
come unsteady and aiming is more 
challenging. This invites incon-

sistencies to your shooting. The 
anchor point you choose is based 
on personal preferences and indi-
vidual comfort. The anchor point 
should also be rooted in something 
immoveable. Cheek, jawbones 
or teeth are quality anchor bases. 
They’re fixed and solid. Malleable 
anchor bases such as lips, jowls 
and sideburns are poor choices.
  Choose multiple contact points to 
improve your anchor point. 
  To take it one step further, an an-
chor point shouldn’t involve just 
one immoveable point ... but two 
immoveable points. This gives you 
a two-point anchor assuring your 
shooting hand is placed "just so" 
during each and every shot. For 
instance, I snug my index-finger 
knuckle tightly into the divot be-
hind my ear, and my thumb wraps 
around the lowermost point of my 
jawbone. Choose a method that 
works best for you.
  A kisser button is another trick 
that serves the same purpose. It 
provides an additional anchor and 
assures your anchor routine is con-
sistent and repeatable. It assures 
your bow fits properly. A draw 
length that is too long can intro-
duce a floating anchor. Get your 
drawing hand to the middle of your 



MARIETTA 
POLARIS

27425 ST. RT. 7
Marietta, Ohio

www.mariettapolaris.com

We Have
ATV/UTV 

Trailers
740-374-5766

Brothers Mark & Andy Godwin brought in 21 pounds, 6 oz. of bass over 
two days to win the Kings of the Lakes event held at Burnsville and Sutton 
Lakes.  They had a 5 pounder and others on day two.
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Polaris Factory Authorized Clearance
End Date: 9/30/2018
Ranger Crew XP 1000 - Rebates up to $2,000. Financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months.
RZR XP Turbo Dynamix Edition - Rebates up to $2,000. Financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months.
Sportsman 570 - Rebates up to $1,000. Financing as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months.
Offers vary by models. Rebate and finance offers valid on select 2015-2019 new and unregistered models purchased between 7/25/18-9/30/18. See your authorized 
dealer for complete details. Rates as low as 2.99% APR for 36 months. Examples of monthly payment required over a 36 month term at 2.99% APR rate: $29.08 
per $1,000 financed: and with a 60-month term at a 5.99% APR rate: $19.33 per $1,000 financed. An example of a monthly payment with $0 down, no rebate, an 
APR of 2.99% for 36 months at a MSRP of $12,399 is $360.52/mo, total cost of borrowing of $579.84 with a total obligation of $12, 978.84. Down payment may 
be required. Other financing offers may be available. See your local dealer for details. Minimum Amount Financed $1,500; Maximum Amount Financed $50,000. 
Other qualifications and restrictions may apply. Financing promotions void where prohibited. Tax, title, license and registration are separate and may not be financed. 
Promotion may be modified or discontinued without notice at any time in Polaris' sole discretion.
Warning: Polaris off-road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 
12 years old. All riders should always wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing. Always use seat belts and cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp 
turns. Riding and alcohol / drugs don’t mix. All riders should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2018 Polaris Industries Inc.

 releases will be more controlled.
2. Watch That Bubble
  Most quality bow sights include 
an incorporated bubble level. Par-
ticularly for bowhunters, levels 
help eliminate left-right misses, 
especially from treestands or in 
broken topography. When shoot-
ing peep and sights, any deviations 
from vertical plumb cause the rest/
arrow to swing left or right and 
send arrows off center. Canting a 
bow top-limb right — a common 
symptom for right-handed shoot-
ers — is instigated by loaded quiv-
ers. This causes arrows to miss the 
mark. The level acts as a reference, 
assuring each shot is launched con-
sistently.
  A quickly developing shot op-
portunity may leave no time for 
a bubble check. This is why it’s 
important to instill these habits 
during practice. Consult the level 

before every shot. After a while, 
the correct feel will become second 
nature.

  That said, smart bowhunters at 
least glance at their bubble lev-

continue to page 7



www.triggertimellc.com Find Us On Facebook
Trigger Time LLC

1-6x24
$1,14999

3-12x42
$949

4-16x42
$1,149

5-20x50
$1,449

5-30x56
$2,449

686 Arnoldsburg Rd., SPENCER, WV
Rt. 33 East - Located inside Farmer’s Friend

304-519-2510 Business • 304-588-4350 Cell
Winter Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Cody, Wyoming

TRIGGER
 TIME LLC

Brought to you locally by

Spencer, WV

The Area’s Newest Full-Line Pro Stocking Dealer

• HUSKEMAW Optics • Shooting Accessories
• Long-Range Ri e Systems

View packages and details at www.longrangestore.com

Eliminate the guess—Make your shots accurate and ethical. 
Visit our store and let us show you these products.

Stop by... Shoulder a ri e... Look through a scope... Ask Questions...
WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

Long-Range Ri e Systems IN STOCK
Tested and proven — Ready to hunt

Tactical / DGR / Long-Range Ri es / Muzzleloaders / Shotguns
The most advanced ballistic-compensating scopes available.

Equipped with Rapid Field ballistic compensator and wind-compensating reticle. 

Hunter Elite Pkg.
300 Win Mag, 

5-20x50 Huskemaw Scope

Mountain Hunter Pkg.
6.5x284

5-20x50 Huskemaw Scope

Signature Series Pkg.
7mm Rem Mag

5-30x56 Huskemaw Scope

Signature Series 
Muzzleloader - .45 cal., 
Consistent 500+ yd. groups

Signature Series 
Shotgun

Consistent 300 yd. groups

LIFETIMEWARRANTY!

Sept/Oct 2018 ~ Page 6



CLOSE TO NORTH BEND LAKE AND PUBLIC HUNTING GROUNDS!

844.799.2799 | sleepinn.com | 29 South Main Street, Ellenboro, WV 26346

ELLENBORO SLEEP INN
• Complimentary Hot  Breakfast Buffet Starting at 4am

• All Rooms Have Mini Refrigerators and Microwaves

• Complimentary Evening Meals Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday

• Indoor Heated Swimming Pool and Fitness Center

• Complimentary High Speed Internet Access

• Sack Lunches Available for Purchase

844.799.2799 • sleepinn.com • 29 South Main Street, Ellenboro, WV 26346

CLARK’S SMOKEHOUSE TAXIDERMY

THANKS, shoot straight. We’ll see you soon!

Shoulder Mounts $425
• Paid in full at time of drop off.
Deposits For Taxidermy Work

Whitetail - Bear - Wild Boar - Antelope - Moose
304-679-3915
Taxidermy

• Game Animals
• Fish & More

Located Off Rt 50
Parkersburg, WV

  BRING GAME TAG OR TAG 
NUMBER,  ALONG WITH WHERE 
YOUR BEAST WAS CHECKED IN 

AND DATE CHECKED IN. On Facebook At 
Smokehouse 
Taxidermy

els during challenging shots from 
treestands, in uneven terrain, or 
for ranges past 40 yards. Severe-
ly bending at the waist to address 
targets below you easily introduces 
a canted bow. Fast-falling terrain 
can create the optical illusion of 
a level bow, when you’re actually 
tilting into the bow uphill. The lon-
ger the shot, the more deviations 
are compounded. It’s always worth 
the extra second to check your bub-
ble. You don’t want to miss — or 

Luke Long caught a 3 pound, 15 
oz. bass at Burnsville Lake in the 
Kings of the Lakes event.

Frankie Pachutta & Wes Carr won 
the Water Festival bass event held 
at Bluestone Lake.  They had 6 1/4 
pounds from a muddy lake.

wound — a season-making animal 
due to a leaning bow.
3. Cradle It
  A proper bow “grip” goes hand-
in-hand with the bubble-level 
concept. Avoid the term “grip” in 
relation to holding the bow at full 
draw. The bow handle should never 
be gripped at all. Physically wrap-
ping your hand around the handle 
to manipulate its attitude results in 
torque. Torque is the enemy of re-
peatable accuracy.
  There’s a better approach: Put 
all your fingers together and hold 
them vertically, as if offering your 
hand for a shake. Create a U with 
your thumb. Slide the bow han-
dle into the U and allow it to cra-

dle atop your fingers and thumb. 
You’re not holding the bow at all. 
Gravity does all the work. Come 
to full draw and turn your fingers 

continue to the next page
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THE LEATHER SHOP FLEA MARKET BOOTH 132
• WILL CUTOM FIT FULL-GRAIN LEATHER 

BELTS (CUT TO SIZE)
• LEATHER CHAIN WALLETS

• NYLON GUN HOLSTERS
FRI - SAT - SUN

jpetrel@suddenlink.net
41300 Laurel Cliff Road

POMEROY, OHIO• ELECTRIC TOUCH OIL LAMPS  • 3’X5’ FLAGS $10

Route 95  5 Miles From I77
   PARKERSBURG, 

304-861-0449
1-866-266-6855

dsd_kawasaki@hotmail.com

SEE US AT www.dsdkawasaki.com
OR LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

ATV’S, SIDE BY SIDES, 
DIRT BIKES.....CALL!

WE GOT ‘EM!!!

Genuine Scooter

Amphibious
ATV’s

Mark Foster, from St. Albans, land-
ed a 24 1/2” hybrid bass.

continue to page 10

slightly outward. This pushes the 
heel of your hand into the riser. The 
draw weight pushes down your sol-
id skeletal structure so muscles re-
main relaxed. This allows a steadi-
er sight picture and a more solid 
shooting platform.
  Don't grasp the grip. Keep a loose 
handle on it with relaxed fingers. 
  Don't grasp the grip. Keep a loose 
handle on it with relaxed fingers. 
  There are two important caveats: 
Your bow should sit up straight at 

rest and full draw without any ma-
nipulation on your part. This will 
require auditioning various stabi-
lizers to discover the right feel. I 
find this is made easier by remov-
ing bow quivers and adopting a 
back quiver like Rancho Safari’s 
Catquiver line. Use the bow as en-
gineered to be shot.
  Adopt a wrist sling and adjust it 
properly. The wrist sling eliminates 
the fear of dropping your bow on 
release or snatching at it during the 
shot in a subconscious attempt to 
prevent losing control of it. Many 
leave their wrist slings loose to slip 

their hand in when hurried. But 
without actual support, the purpose 
of the wrist sling is largely defeat-
ed. Adjust it to support the bow.
4. Surprise Release
  Punching the release trigger is a 
common mistake. An example: The 
archer aims while the trigger fin-
ger is poised over the trigger, like 
a coiled snake. He then yanks the 
trigger when the proper pin sweeps 
into the bullseye. This leads to 
even bigger problems, such as shot 
anxiety and target panic.
  If using an index-finger release, 



103 Maple St.
ELLENBORO, WV

304-869-3200

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg

And Clarksburg

90 Day
Lay-Away
20% Down

Weatherby • Browning • Kimber • Cooper
 Ruger • Remington • Winchester

Thompson Center • Glock • Springfield 
 S&W • Walther • Taurus & More

Reloading • Scopes • Ammo
Holsters • Knives

Large Selection Of 22 Ammo
Clothing & More

Buy  
Sell  

Trade  

We Accept 
Major Credit 

Cards

Stop By Our Store OR Shop Online With Over 40,000 Items
We Ship To You - www.doddsports.com

Huge Selection Of Leupold

Reloading

Crossbows

Clothing
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11-6 Mon to Fri
11-5 Sat

KAYAK

CANOE



OLD & NEW SPORTS
JACKSON COUNTY’S

OLDEST SPORT STORE
BUY • SELL

TRADE • PAWN

813 Washington St.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5855

Rods • Reels & Tackle For:
Bass • Musky • Crappie
Trout • Catfish & More

We Do Gun Transfers

Large Selection
LIVE BAIT

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Bows
 Arrows

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION

IN STOCK
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Large Selection Of

Crossbows & Accessories

Doug Frame, from Birch River 
hooked a 21 3/4” brook trout. 
.

continue to the next page

TRAPPING SUPPLIES

OLD & NEW SPORTS
JACKSON COUNTY’S

OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY • SELL
TRADE • PAWN

813 Washington St.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5855

Rods • Reels & Tackle For:
Bass • Musky • Crappie
Trout • Catfi sh & More

We Do Gun Transfers

Large Selection
LIVE BAIT

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

TRAPPING SUPPLIES

Bows
 Arrows

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION

IN STOCK
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Large Selection Of

Crossbows & Accessories

Mike Coberly caught a 32 1/2” 
carp.  

Stacy Watchford hooked a large 
crappie.

Mark Godwin landed a 4 pound, 12 
oz. bass at a Burnsville event.
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shorten the extension shank so the 
jaws hit the first joint of an open 
palm. At full draw, the trigger 
should hit the middle joint, instead 
of the sensitive tip. While trigger-
ing, use all fingers as a single unit. 
This gives you more control and 
allows you to squeeze more effec-
tively. Aim and allow your sight pin 
to float over the bullseye. Deliber-
ately create a figure-8 if necessary. 
Continue to aim. Concentrate on 
allowing the pin to float and slowly 
increase trigger pressure until the 
arrow releases.
  If trigger-punching habits are bad, 
ditch the index finger release and 
use a thumb-activated T-handle 
release. The shot sequence is the 
same. It allows the pin to float on 
the bullseye while aiming. But this 
time, carefully wrap your thumb 
around the trigger barrel and pull 
into the draw to release the arrow. 
You’re not physically squeezing 
the shot, but slowly pulling your 
shoulder blades together to in-
crease the pressure on the limbs 
against the cam’s draw stops. The 
draw pressure pulls the trigger bar-
rel into your stationary thumb. This 
is a true, back-tension surprise re-
lease. This method eliminates anx-
iety and allows you to concentrate 
on aiming, and it will make you a 



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline
 • Food • Live Bait • Minnows & More

• Fishing Tackle • Musky Lures

Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
5am-8pm Fr

7am-8pm Sat
7am-5pm Sun

GUNS
In Stock

Or Ordered
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Safe
Showroom

LIVE
BAIT

CROSSBOWS

and Country Store

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
1 1/2  Miles On The Right

Broken Wheel Campground
Fishing & Hunting

Supplies

304-269-6097

Gifts - Game Room - Playground
Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

I-79  Exit 96
Weston, WV

Tim Wade caught a six pound bass 
at Stonewall Jackson Lake.

Mike Long hooked a 5 pound 
largemouth at Sutton Lake..

better shot.
5. Follow Through
Practice a smooth follow through. 
(John Hafner Outdoors, LLC pho-
to)
  The tendency is to jerk the bow 
down, watching arrows sail away, 
or simply allowing shooting form 
to fall apart once the release trigger 
is pulled. The problem is your tim-
ing can physically pull the shot off 
the mark. When my shooting suf-
fers, I normally get back on track 
by reminding myself to focus on 
the follow-through. I continue to 
aim until the arrow sinks into the 
target. Follow-through involves in-
tense concentration. It focuses on 
keeping everything static once the 
shot cuts. It attempts to hold the pin 
on the bullseye until impact. Last-
ly, it requires mentally willing your 
arrow to go where you want it.

Wes Shearer, from Elizabeth, land-
ed a nice largemouth bass.Advertise In The

W. Va. Sportsman
Details On Page 3
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LET IT GROW!

CENTRAL APPALACIAN BRANCH
OF QUALITY DEER MANAGEMENT

ONLINE INFORMATION AT WWWQDMA.COM
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THE BOW SHOP
HOYT • MATHEWS • DIAMOND • BOWTECH • MISSION • PEARSON

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

Crossbows - Many Brands Available

304-622-8440 Open 10AM to 9PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat. & Sun.  

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Across RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH,WV
Harold Cogar, Owner

50 Yard Shot
INDOOR RANGE

OPEN NOW

NEW BOW TUNING
PRO SHOP

WE
SHRINK
WRAP

 Fishing Success For Fall Bass

continue to the next page

1601 Bowne Av
Charleston, WV 25303

(304) 744-3324
www.charlestonmarine.com

  It’s funny, while a lot of people 
are cleaning out their boats to re-
organize their tackle for next year. 
Fall is actually a time when you 
want to make sure you keep a good 
selection of baits handy.
  That’s because this can be a tough 
time of the year because the fish 
get scattered based on the pro-
gression of the seasonal change, 

Second Ammendment
Supply’s

Buy • Sell • Trade
Pistols • Long Guns • Ammo
Black Powder • Garmin Supplies

Between Elkins/Buckhannon
Just Off Rt. 33  

304-472-1330Dawson Morrison, from Gilbert, 
caught a four pound, 13 oz. bass.

particularly the water temperature. 
If you travel to different parts of 
the country, you never know what 
you’re going to face. But even at 
home, you have to be prepared for 
a lot of fluctuation during the fall.
  One thing that can complicate the 
seasonal progression is what some 
people call an Indian summer. 
That’s when warm weather stretch-
es well into fall — like it has this 
year.
  What that does is extend the sea-
son because water temperature 
determines everything in the fall. 
Warm conditions don’t actually 
stop the seasonal change; they just 
slow down the process. Overall, it’s 
the amount of daylight that cools 
the water because the sun doesn’t 
shine as long in the fall as it does in 
the summertime.
  Because of how diverse the fall 

season can be, I like to keep myself 
ready for whatever I might face. 
Here’s what I’ll have on my deck.
1. Topwater: Until the water gets 
below 55, I love to throw a buzz-
bait to find those scattered fish. You 
can cover a lot of water with it, and 
it catches big fish.
2. Lipless bait: The fall fish like to 
school up on bait, and no matter 
where you go in the country, they 



WV Pipeliner Collectible Guns
Pipeliner

Case
Knife

Pipeliner
Thermos

Cups

WV Pipeliner Guns Are Henry Golden Boy Rifles * Call For Details

CALL FOR
PRICES

GUNS / PISTOLS

DEER CORN

856 Arnoldsburg Road
ARNOLDSBURG, WV

• Feed 
 Horse - Cattle - Chicken - Hog - Dog - Cat

www.tosfirearms.com
OPEN: Mon - Sat 8am to 5pm  Sun Noon to 5pm

Myers Musky

Twisted Oak
Outdoors

Freaky Frank’s
Trout Worms
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Chad Wallbrown, from Charleston, 
landed a big Kanawha River flat-
head catfish.  

• Guns - Pistols - Ammunition
• Yeager Musky Lures • Leupold Dealer - Case Knives

• Deer Corn 50# Bag • Mountain Gold Deer Scents
• Grandpa’s Special Mix Deer Feed

• Itchy Bottom Outdoors Mineral Lick • Joe’s Flies
• Yeager Musky Lures • Twisted Oaks

WE PAWN ON GUNS

like to get on flats out in the mid-
dle on isolated cover like stumps, 
brush piles, grass clumps. Whatev-
er the lake has, the fish will be on a 
flat with a ditch running through it.
  That’s where the bait goes be-
cause running water coming into 
the backs of the creeks brings oxy-
gen and that’s what the bait’s look-
ing for.
  I like a shad pattern, white or 
chrome, and I like to match my 
bait size to the depth and the size 
of local baitfish. If it’s bigger bait 
or if the bait is deep, I’ll go with a 
Livingston Lures FlatSide 50, but 
if the bait is smaller and/or shallow, 
then the FlatSide 38 is my choice.
  3. Spinnerbait: I use this in a sim-
ilar application as the lipless bait 
but it’s a different style. When the 
fish are schooling on a flat, a lipless 
bait will get under them, but I can 
keep that spinnerbait up in the wa-
ter column.
  Fish love to feed up in the fall, but 
they may not want a topwater. With 
a 3/8- to a 1/2-ounce, depending on 
the water depth, you can keep that 
that spinnerbait high and you can 
even wake it when the situation 
calls for that.

continue to the next page



NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans                             

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5961

MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-NOON
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Harry Nester caught a big walleye 
after dark on the Kanaha River.  

continue to the next page

www.7riversmarine.com

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg,WV)

740-846-0062

YAMAHA 
OUTBOARD
Authorized

Service
And Sales

ALUMINUM BOATS

WINTERIZE Your outboard or inboard.  
All makes of engines.

SHRINK WRAP SPECIAL - $13 per foot
• Bass Boats - Runabouts - Pontoon Boats

We Repair All Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

I love a double willow leaf spinner-
bait, but in the fall I always seem 
to do best with a No. 3 Colorado 
blade on the front and a No. 4 1/2 
willow leaf on the back. I call that 
combination “bread and butter.”
  Blade color depends on water 
clarity, but 90 percent of the time, 
I go with a silver Colorado blade 
and a gold willow leaf. If the water 
turns gin clear, I might go with two 
silver blades; but with this style 
of fishing, the water’s almost al-
ways colored because you’re in the 
backs of creeks where the water’s 
coming in.
  The lake is turning over and it gets 
what I call that “winter brown” 
look to it — that chalky, tannic 
color. That’s why I chose the silver 
and gold combination.
4. Zoom Trick Worm: I’ll Texas rig 
this bait with a 3/16-ounce pegged 
weight and flip it on isolated cover 
like stumps and blowdowns. I like 
to mix up my colors with green 
pumpkin, Junebug and red bug, but 
I’ll also use a Merthiolate for an 
unweighted floating worm applica-
tion to keep it higher in the water.
  Either way, this is one of those 
scenarios when I absolutely depend 
on my Costa sunglasses to help me 
spot the smaller pieces of cover 
beneath the water. This technique 
works well later in the day when 
the fish hold tight to cover and 
want a smaller profile bait. They 
may not bite a jig, but you can go 

behind people and catch fish with 
that trick worm.
5. Flat-sided crankbait: This is ac-
tually what I’d call a wintertime 

bait, something that will run 6-7 
feet deep with a tight wobble. I’ll 
use this in the late fall when the 



3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE
Located On Larkmead Rd

Parkersburg, WV    304-863-6962

BOONE’S BOW SHOPBOONE’S BOW SHOP
•Archery Shoots

•Leagues
•Group

Discounts
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BEARMISSION

Chad Eckhart, from Parkersburg, 
bagged a bobcat last season.

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN

CUSTOM ARROWS

Gold Tip Carbon Arrows
 

One Block Off Main Street

34 Rebecca Street
SHINNSTON,WV

304-592-1302
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

FOR SALE    2014
USED CAMPER

5TH WHEEL

Dryer, Fireplace/AC w/Winter 
Package included, 2 Bathrooms, 
4 Slide-outs with many more 
extras.     CALL (304) 462-8928

2014 Keystone Mon-
tana 38’1” Mountaineer 
M-345DBQ Series; 
Great Cond. $30,500; 

water temperature gets down into 
the 50s.
  The fish are still keying on bait 
and they’ll suspend a lot in 5-8 feet. 
So, a Livingston Flatmaster SQ is 
a good bait to wind over isolated 
cover and also to catch fish out of 
the middle of a creek when they’re 
schooled up on bait, especially in 
the morning.
  Overall, if I had to pick my fa-
vorite part of a fall day, it would 
have to be the first two hours af-
ter sunup. Whether it’s early fall or 
late fall, that’s when the fish get out 
there and roam around in the low 
light and you can really catch them 
fast.
  What I throw depends on the time 
of the year. If it’s still warm, I’ll 
cover as much water as I can with 
the buzzbait or the spinnerbait. 
Once the water gets below 55, I’ll 
throw the lipless bait on the flats 
and if the fish are farther along in 

their seasonal pattern, that’s when 
I’ll throw that flat-sided crankbait.
  When they have that bait bunched 
up early in the morning, you can 
catch them cast after cast.

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
— September marks the beginning 
of many hunting seasons and the 
West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources would like to remind 
hunters to prepare by scouting, in-
specting equipment and sharpen-
ing their skills.
 “By late August, you should be 
able to gauge fall mast conditions 
in the areas you hunt,” said Ethan 
Barton, a DNR wildlife biologist 
stationed in Romney. “Mast crop 
quantity is a good indicator of 
whether or not a hunting area will 
be productive."
  DNR wildlife biologists and man-
agers conduct mast surveys state-
wide every year, and early indica-
tors this year point toward a mixed 
mast crop. Deer, bear, and boar 

Preseason Hunting
Information

continue to the next page



PEANUT 
ADDICTION
304-265-9278

“The Addiction Is Real”

16% Protein

Whitetails Love It

The BEST New Deer
Attractant On The Market

DEALER
OPPORTUNITIES

AVAILABLE

www.peanutaddiction.com
As Seen On TV

• Over 200 Guns In Stock
• All Brands Available
• Out Of State Transfer Fee $15
• CCW Classes Available

Gen 5 GLOCK 17’s & 19’s In Stock
Class 3 SOT - Supressors In Stock

Open
Mon-Fri

10-6
Sat
10-2

By Appt.

GUARD SIX - 5 Miles From Belpre
40 Everson Road - BELPRE, OHIO

740-401-1277   740-350-3270www.guardsix.com

Gen 5
GLOCK
17mm & 19mm

hunters should look for producing 
oaks or other desirable food close 
to bedding cover or habitat edges, 
and squirrel hunters should seek 
out producing oaks and hickories.
  According to Barton, squirrels 
should be more abundant this 
year than during last hunting sea-
son. “Hard mast production has 
a time-lagged effect on squirrel 
populations. More mast during 
the previous autumn means higher 
overwinter survival and more re-
production for squirrels the follow-
ing year,” he said.
  Preseason scouting will help hunt-

ers locate the food and cover which 
game animals require, and that ef-
fort should translate into better suc-
cess and recreational experiences 
during hunting seasons.

  Another important preseason ac-
tivity for hunters is practicing their 
craft and inspecting their equip-
ment well before seasons begin. 
Archery and crossbow hunters 
should practice from various rang-
es, heights, and angles they expect 
to encounter while hunting. Bows, 
arrows and bolts, broadheads, and 
safety equipment should also be in-
spected before being used.
 Improper tuning of compound 
bows and crossbows can hamper 
accuracy, and frayed strings can be 
dangerous. Broadheads that have 
been previously used should be 
sharpened or the blades should be 
replaced to ensure a humane, ethi-
cal harvest.
  Hunters who use tree stands 
should check their safety harnesses 
for damage or wear before they go 
hunting, and should follow manu-
facturer recommendations for time 
of replacement. Replacing a worn 
or damaged tree stand safety har-

Rosemary Cutwright landed an 8 
pound bass at Stonewall Jackson.

continue to the next page
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Buy * Sell * Trade * Loans
Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Guns • Electronics • Tools • Archery • And More

Two Locatons To Serve You

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104

    (304) 428 PAWN (7296)6)

515 Division Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101

(304) 428-7298
www.carlspawnshop.com          MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM    SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

NATIONAL PAWNBROKERS ASSOCIATION

Upcoming September
BASS SPORTSMAN

TEAM TOURNAMENT
SEPT. 30 - STONEWALL at the 

Vandalia Ramp

$90 Entry
$10 Big Bass

Enter At The Ramp
• 6 Fish Limit At Both

2 Over 18” At Stonewall

7am to 4pm
304-482-7217
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ess could save your life in the event 
of a slip or fall.
  Rifle hunters should check their 
firearms for accuracy, and prac-
tice shooting from various dis-
tances and positions they expect 
to encounter while hunting before 
seasons open to ensure proficien-
cy. When sighting-in a rifle, shoot 
from a solid rest and be sure the ri-
fle’s bore is clean before the shoot-
ing session.
  It’s also important to check am-
munition for corrosion, uniformity 
and quality, particularly if you have 
old ammunition that has seen a few 
years at hunting camp. If you’re 
trying a different load, remember 
that bullets of the same weight but 
different ballistic profiles (a point-
ed bullet versus a round-nosed bul-
let) often don’t shoot to the same 
point of aim. Also, impact points of 

similar loads from different manu-
facturers can differ substantially.
  “Even if you’re confident your ri-
fle is dead-on, take a few shots at 
the range to make sure you’re in 
the black,” Barton said. “You owe 
it to yourself and to the game ani-
mals you hunt to be as accurate and 
ethical as possible.”
  Another preseason tip is to read 
through the 2018-19 West Virgin-
ia Hunting and Trapping Regula-
tions summary, available for free 

at license agents, DNR offices, and 
online at www.wvdnr.gov. If you 
have additional questions about 
regulations or seasons, call your 
local DNR district office between 
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 

FREE ONLINE
www.wvasportsman.net

Back Issues Dating
Back To 2006

Advertising Info On
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Ohio River Outdoors LLC
On Facebook

HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

SMUTTY DOG • AMMA BAMA  
CRANE • TYRANT  • JH BAIT

JONES • HUGHES RIVER 
COBB’S • KOPPERS • LASSO

Located In The United Oilfield Building

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Worms • Mealworms

Rapala • Yo-Zuri • Matzuo • Norman • Strike King • Berkely • Storm
Castiac • KW • Rage • Yamamoto • Yum • Rebel • Bandit • 6th Sense

Bomber • AC Shiner • Jackall • Havoc • Net Bait • Z Man • Gamakatsu
VMC • Cabin Creek • Rick Clunn • Bass Pro • Live Target • AAT
Duel • Lunkerhunt • River 2 Sea • Lucky Strike • Reaction • KVD

Zoom • FYAO • Missle • Venom • Gulp • Cotton Cordell • & MORE!

 Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories • Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Bass Pro Shop
OPEN:

7am to 7pm Mon/Fri
7am to 6pm Sat/Sun

Just Outside Of Parkersburg
13520 Emerson Ave.

Williamstown, WV 26187   On RT. 2 
3.3 Miles From I77 Emerson Ave Exit 304-916-1800
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RODS:  DUCKETT • LEW’S 
CASHION • CARROT STIX
FENWICK • ABU GARCIA

ZEBCO • G LOOMIS • HALO
13 FISHING - ST. CROIX

PELICAN - CALCUTTA
COOLERS

CRANKBAITS
TACKLE

MUSKY

PLASTICS

RODS

TROUT - LINE
REELS



• A/C
• TV - DVD
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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Lindell Marker hooked an 18 1/2” 
crappie at Woodrum Lake.

ARCHERY
• Excaliber
  Striker
   • Bows
   • Crossbows
DEER FEED
• Corn
• Available By
  The Ton $260
• Custom Blends
      Available

FOOD PLOT
• Numerous
  Seeds 
LIVE BAIT
• Worms
• Minnows
• More
SUPPLIES
• Scents
• Trail Cams
• More

Stop by our fully
stocked hunting

and fishing store!
Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5

Sat 9-3
Closed Sunday

1102 West Main St.
Grafton, WV
304-265-9278

GUNS
AMMO DEER ATTRACTANTS

CORN - FEED

FISHING TACKLE

Crossbow Use
And Safety

continue to the next page

  According to nearly every bow-
hunting safety study conducted in 
recent times, most accidents in-
volve the use of treestands. I have 
hunted from treestands longer than 
I care to remember, and can recall 
a couple of hairy instances when I 
saw my life flash before my eyes, 
reminding me to be extra cautious 
when hunting from high places. 
Knock on wood, nothing seri-
ous ever resulted, but when those 
mishaps occurred, the thoughts 
of what could have happened 
made me slow down, think things 
through and take every precaution 
to do things right.
  The advantages of treestands are 
well founded, which is why so 
many hunters are found perched 
15 feet or so above the ground 
each fall. And as states relaxed re-
strictive regulations and crossbows 
have become more widely accept-
ed and popular, horizontal bowman 
have taken to the trees as well. In 
the process, they’ve adopted basic 
treestand safety practices such as 
wearing a full body safety harness 
while aloft and using a draw line to 

pull their bow up. This is all well 
and good, but crossbows are dif-
ferent from other hunting tools in 
several ways and additional safety 
rules apply.
  Crossbows are fun to shoot and 
great for hunting, but just as with a 
bow, muzzleloader or firearm prac-
tice is needed for confidence and 
familiarity.
  Treestand placement is always 



NEW
USED

Exclusive 
Jayco Dealerwww.irvinescamper.com

Located close to Parkersburg, WV On US Rt. 50
2 Miles From The Corridor D Bridge

17 State Rt. 555     Little Hocking, Ohio

740-989-2291    800-987-4275
IRVINE’S CAMPER SALES

Sept/Oct 2018 ~ Page 21

Devon Primus, from St. Albans, 
landed a 9 1/2 pound rainbow.

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV  26447 
 phone:  304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379 

email:  info@hillbillyhavenwv.com 
website:  www.hillbillyhavenwv.com 

First-class vacation cabins conveniently 
located one mile off Interstate 79, Exit 91, 
one mile south on US 19 toward lake 

Call or visit website for rates, additional 
information, and policies.  A 50% deposit is 
required for reservations.  Major credit 
cards are accepted. 

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just  
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort 

Hi l l b i l l y  Haven  Log  Ca b in  Ren ta l s 

 Recently built log cabins are exceptionally 
clean and beautifully decorated to be your 
home away from home 

 Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and 
safe environment 

 Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleep two 
 Four person cabins have full bed 

downstairs and two twin beds in loft 
 Six person cabins have king or queen bed 

and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub, 
dishwasher, and washer and dryer 

 Eight person cabins have four bedrooms, 
two baths, and an eight person hot tub 

 Accessible cabin available 
 Fully equipped kitchen with dishes, 

cookware, refrigerator, microwave, 
toaster, and coffee maker 

 Satellite tv and dvd player 
 Gas log fireplace and air conditioning 
 Full bath with shower  
 Linens and other amenities provided 
 Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked 

ponds, playground, and horseshoe pits 
 Convenience store onsite with gift shop, WV 

souvenirs, and many unique hillbilly gifts  
 Open 365 days a year 
 Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and 

Arnold Palmer Signature Golf Course, and 
2,650 acre Stonewall 
Jackson Lake with 
all types of water 
recreation, fishing, 
and hunting, just 
two minutes away 

www.revelles.com

200+ Campsites • All Utilities 
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout
Tube Rentals
Cable TV

     US Rt 33
9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023

Revelle’s

critical, but when hunting with a 
crossbow it’s even more so. Be-
cause of their width, length and 
weight, crossbows limit how far 
the shooter can swing left or right 
to make a shot, a hindrance that 
can blow a shot opportunity unless 
addressed. In most cases, trails, 
tracks, rub lines and such indi-
cate where deer are traveling and 
stands are placed accordingly. But 
whitetail movement is unpredict-
able at best, particularly during the 
rut when bucks might approach 
from any direction.
  To counter the situation, it is of-
ten more advantageous to offset 
the stand a tad, either left or right, 
to a position that provides more 

freedom to swing the bow. Doing 
so opens a wider target area and 
creates more shot opportunities, 
rather than just covering the prima-
ry trails.
  It’s also safer. I still get excited 
when a big buck comes into view. 
I imagine other hunters do, too. A 
hunter might have a tendency to 
swing left or right more than an-
ticipated or planned for, in some 
cases extending the body outward 
or over-reaching more than they 
should to get around branches, tree 
trunks and other obstacles.
  Once you’ve positioned a stand, 
settle in and take a look around. 
Does it provide the optimum shoot-
ing options? If not get down and 
make some adjustments. Once the 
final position is set, remove any 
limbs that might interfere when the 
bow is fired, even if it means cut-
ting shooting lanes and removing 
branches that provide cover. When 

a crossbow is fired it generates 
blinding speed and enough energy 
to throw a shooter off balance in 
restrictive quarters. The last thing 
you want is the limbs striking an 
obstacle that will blow the shot 
but more importantly damage the 
bow or injure you. This also means 
making sure packs, binoculars, 

continue to the next page



William’s Fur & Trapping Supply Shop

Deer & Beaver Hides

Trapping Stakes & Snares

Dog Supplies - Engraved Collars

Coyote - Bobcat - Mink - Squirrel Furs

Skinning & Soft Tanning    Rugs Hide Hoops - European Mounts 

410 3rd Run Road
GLENVILLE, WV 26351
1/4 Mile From Rt. 5 on Tanner Road

• Full Line Of Trapping Supplies
• Large Assortment Of Dog Collars
  And Leads - Engraved Name Tags
• Full Line Of Fur House Supplies
• Skinning - Fleshing & Tanning
• Large Assortment Of Tanned Furs
  & Hides.  Beaver Hoops
• Mountain Man Raccoon Hats
• Skulls & Skull Dipping - Bear
  Rugs.  Deer - Coyote - Beaver 
  Mink - Squirrel - Bobcat Furs
• All Types Of Snares - Traps &
  Cable Stakes
• Large Selection Of Lures & Urines
• Buyer Of Raw Furs & Hides
• Deer Attractants & Lures

Four Generations Of Fur
Buying & Trapping

Smokey’s
Deer Lures, Calls & Baits

World’s Only Pre-Orbital Gland Lure

October 13th - 8am to 5pm
Customer Appreciation Day

Smokey McNicholas On Site Demos
On Trapping & Use Of Deer Lures

• Skinning & Trapping Demos
Call For Details

Hours - 5pm to 7pm Mon - Fri
Saturday By Appointment

Longer Hours In November

304-462-7028

Racoon & Skunk Hats
rangefinders and other gear items 
are stowed out of the way.
  The human body is capable of 
turning only so far, and side-to-
side movement in a treestand can 
be limited. Stationary right-handed 
shooters can swing only so far to 
the right, left-handed shooters only 
so far to the left.
  Fortunately, most crossbows are 
ambidextrous. One of the best 
ways to increase shot opportunities 
from a treestand and to limit over 
reach or swinging too far in either 
direction is to learn to shoot both 
left- and right- handed.
  Take your unloaded crossbow and 
if you’re right-handed swing left 
and then right. If left-handed swing 
right and then back left. It takes 
some getting accustomed to and 
considerable practice, but the abil-
ity to shoot left- or right-handed 
greatly increases the area you can 
cover and increases shot opportu-

Josh Castillo, from Hedgesville, 
hooked an 18” rainbow trout.

Advertise In The 
W. Va. Sportsman

• Free Online
• Low Ad Rates

• Reach Customers
DETAILS ON PAGE 3
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Hometown  RV  Center
“We Sell Fun!” MON-FRI 8-5  SAT 9-5

RV’S: VIKING • APEX
CATALINA • SANDPIPER
CLASS C MOTORHOMES

PONTOONS

BASS BOATS
JON BOATS

Weather Tech Products

Tool Boxes • Anti-Gravity Chairs

Orion Reapers - Many Colors

Sanitation Items

Bed Liners - Parts

TRAVEL TRAILERS

5TH WHEELS & MOTORHOMES

NEW & USED
RV’S

BOATS

Lots Of
RV Parts

Service

www.hometownrvcenter.com
138 Colt Industrial Dr.

PROSPERITY, WV 25909
304-860-1948
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SPENCER'S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745
OVER 39 YEARS
 EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN,WV
ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE
FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING
* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV John Cecil hooked a nice rainbow 

trout.

continue to the next page
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ities.
 Cocking devices are great tools 
to help hunters more easily get a 
crossbow ready. Cock it on the 
ground before climbing a stand 
and then use a haul rope to pull it 
up safely by the buttstock but never 
through the trigger guard.
COCK IT ON THE GROUND
  The safest place to manually cock 
a crossbow with a cocking rope is 
on the ground — before ascending 

to a treestand, period.
   Crossbows can be cocked at home 
or at the truck before heading in to 
the stand to reduce noise but should 
never be cocked in a stand. Even 

double- wide ladder stands provide 
limited space and single stands 
and climbers even less. There is 
also a great deal of down pressure 
on the foot stirrup when cocking a 
bow. A slip with pressure applied is 
enough to knock you off balance, 
never a good thing when you’re a 
dozen or more feet off the ground.
  There are options that make el-

~ WANTED ~
Game Photos From 2018 

Send In Your Photo  (email or text)  
Deer (big bucks - no does), Bear or Other Game

Animals Taken During The 2018 Season.

Either Mail in Or E-Mail
To This Magazine.
W.Va. Sportsman

P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV  26105

TEXT 304-482-7217
wvasport@gmail.com

Name______________________________________________

Address____________________________________________

City_______________________________________________

State_____________   Zip_____________________________

Animal____________________________    Deer Points_____

County_______________________________Gun___Bow___ PHOTOS WILL
BE RETURNED

Have your photo published
in this magazine this year.

Clip out and Mail In No DOES! It’s FREE

Mark Goudy
Now On Facebook

HUNT SAFELY IN 2018 - GOOD LUCK
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Hillbilly Hunting Beagles
PKC/AKC/UKC/NKC Pups~Hunting/Field Trial Dogs

Hunting Lights • Garmin GPS Tracking System • Diamond Deluxe 
Dog Collars & Straps • Easy Loader • All Types Of Vinyl Coated Wire 

David Dewees (304) 545-3820    By Appointment 
3223 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV  25248

Pups
Starting $150

Parker’s Safe Sales
80 to 90
In Stock

In Home Delivery - Up or Down
Tri-States Largest Safe Distributor

S & G Certified Locksmith
Since 1958 - New WVU Safes

740-484-4572
Exit 208 I-70  S. on SR 149-2.7 Miles

Belmont, Ohio

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING  FISHING
CAMPING

Camo Clothing • Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment

Fishing Lures

Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart

506 FIREHOUSE ROAD

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-649-2607

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm  Sun 1pm to 6pm

HARD TO FIND AMMO
22LR - 22MAG

243 - 22/250 - 222

Hoyt Glover, from Morgantown, 
hooked a Dents Run largemouth.

continue to the next page

Friendly
Bass & Buck Shop

950 Glen Oak Rd.
Old Route 19

Summersville,WV
304-872-0385

“Supplying the needs for your 
next outdoor adventure”

•  Bear - Parker Crossbow
• Custom Arrows - Technician
• Pistols - Shotguns - Rifles
• Holsters - Trapping Supplies
• Tactical Equipment - Reloading
• Ammo - Scents & Calls
• Air O Soft – Bass Pro Shop
• Outdoor Gifts - Live Bait
• Treestands - Huge Tackle Dept.
   Many Items On SALE Now!

Oepn: 9am to 6pm Mon-Sat

evated cocking a great deal saf-
er. Crossbows from TenPoint and 
Wicked Ridge can be ordered 
equipped with the ACUdraw cock-
ing system that is integrated into 
the bow. Other manufacturers of-
fer optional cocking devices on 
bows such as such Excalibur’s C2, 
Parker’s Sidewinder and the Pred-
ator from Barnett. All are crank-
ing systems built into or attached 
to the buttstock and use a crank to 
cock the bow. Each greatly reduces 
the human effort required to cock 
a crossbow, some by as much as 
90 percent. And they require less 
room to operate, even from a sit-

ting position.
MAKE THE FIRST SHOT 
COUNT
Of course, the best and safest way 
to prevent the need of cocking your 
bow from the treestand is by mak-
ing the first shot count. This is best 
achieved by always ranging poten-
tial target areas after first climbing 
aloft, being patient for the best shot 
opportunity, putting the arrow into 
vitals and keeping shots within 
normal, accepted crossbow range, 
typically under 35 yards. In case 
of a miss, it is best to relax, calm 
down a few minutes, descend and 
re-cock the bow on the ground.
USING A DRAW LINE
Using a draw line is the safest way 
to get a crossbow into an elevated 
stand. Hunters should consider it 
a cardinal rule, along with always 
having the safety ON and never 
loading an arrow until in the stand 
fully seated or otherwise secure.
  Depending on who you talk to, 

Jordan Hall, from Glenville, caught 
a 24” brown trout.

the best way to pull a bow aloft is 
by securing the draw rope to the 



Lloyd’s SPORTSMAN CENTER
Hunting * Fishing * Camping * Boating

Carhartt Clothing - Muck • Georgia • Wolverine Boots
Ammunition - Fly Fishing - Hackle - Targets - Scents

Gun Cleaning - Lots of Fishing Equipment - Much More!
RV and Boat Equipment - Hardware - Tools

Exit 67 Off Of I-79 - Rt 19 North 1/4 Mile
Sutton, WV  304-765-3332

Stutler’s
Furs, Hides, Roots & Herbs

(304) 354-9038

3047 Little Creek Rd.

CRESTON, WV

Call For
Current Prices
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foot stirrup or stock — and never 
through the trigger housing. Of the 
two, I prefer and feel it’s safer lift-
ing the bow by the stock, and here’s 
why.
  Knowing which arrows and 
broadheads work best is critical for 
success. Even more critical is wear-
ing a safety harness anytime you’re 
elevated.
  I always cock my bow on the 

PC OUTDOORS  304-466-1444

L
I
V
E

B
A
I
T

REELS
RODS

Tackle By: Warden • Super Duper • Strike King
Berkley • Mepps • Owner • Zoom • Yum • Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn • Zoom • Trout Magnet • Eagle Claw • Daiwa
Cabin Creek • Shakespeare • St. Croix • Zebco • Case
Ugly Stik • Gitzit • Rebel • Heddon • Rapala & More!

        Camping Supplies • Musky Tackle • Marine Products

211 Greenbrier Drive
 HINTON, WVGuns & Archery

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms

Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Bob Bail TAXIDERMY
“Preserving Memories”

Game Animals 
Contact For Details

www.bobbailtaxidermy.com

304-651-7399
304-651-7398

SUMMERSVILLE, WV

Dakota Cyrus landed a nice cat-
fish.  Photo courtesy of PC Outdoors in 
Hinton.

ground. Even with the safety ON, 
if by chance the bow discharges 
on the way up the energy is direct-
ed away from me, not toward me. 
Doing so also keeps the arrows 
and broadheads pointed away or 
toward the ground, whether the 
quiver is attached parallel to the 
stock or front mounted parallel 
with the limbs. With the arrows 
pointed down, the chance of one 
dislodging from the quiver is also 
reduced. Another thing: When the 
bow reaches me I can grip it by 
the stock around the grip, keeping 

the loaded limbs and broadheads 
pointed down or away. If pulled up 
by the stirrup, the opposite is true. I 
lower the bow the same way, by the 
stock, for the same reason. It keeps 
everything pointed away from me.
  And speaking of broadheads, 
most crossbow quivers these days 
are equipped with a broadhead 
cover, typically made of sturdy 
plastic and a foam or plastic in-
sert to help secure and protect the 
heads. Make sure your quiver has 
one. Exposed heads are a potential 

continue to the next page
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4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487

Yamaha
Honda

www.rodgersmithmarine.com Skeeter
South Bay
Alumacraft

304-547-5044
7 MILES EAST OF

 WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD
Triadelphia, WV

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon

GROVE MARINE

ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane  Exchange

 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun Noon to 5PM

Beverages & Snacks

hazard, whether you’re in a stand 
or walking in to one.
   Any limbs, twigs or brush the 
bow might strike against or that 
might impede its ascent or descent 
should be removed when setting 
up a treestand. I want a clear win-
dow all the way from the treestand 
to the ground, especially when I’m 
pulling my bow up in the dark.
  I tie off my draw lines short, sev-
eral feet off the ground. By doing 
so, when lowering the bow at the 
end of the day it stops above the 
ground rather than coming to rest 
on it, which might jar the scope or 
cause damage to the bow. I hunt 
mostly from ladder stands, so I tie 
off to the side of the stand rather 
than in front, keeping the draw 
rope well away from the ladder. 
When I hunt from a climber, I lean 
the bow against the tree, stirrup 
down, draw the rope up with me as 
I go and then secure it to a limb off 
to the side or to part of the stand 
below me. When the day is done, 
I lower the bow ever so gently to 
the ground, maneuvering it so the 
trigger guard settles first, and then 
drop the line, never taking the bow 
and line down with me. Attaching 
the line off to the side also places 
the bow out of the way as you de-
scend and set foot on the ground.
   Use a shooting rail on the stand or 

a monopod for better stability and 
accuracy. Practice with and with-
out the rest, too.
GET A GOOD REST  
 I don’t care what anyone says, 
even with the strides manufacturers 
have made in reducing crossbow 
weight, after a few hours in a stand 
they get heavy and cumbersome. 
For that reason the best crossbow 
stands have a safety/shooting rail. 
Not only do they serve as a shoot-
ing platform to help stabilize the 
shot, but they provide a place to 
rest the bow. Every stand I own has 
one.
   Lacking a safety rail, the next 
best thing is a shooting stick or 
monopod, such as those used by 
rifle hunters, and a bow hanger. 

A shooting aide will allow you 
to keep the bow at the ready and 
help make a more accurate shot. 
The best bow hangers screw into 

Donavan New hooked a good cat-
fish.  Photo courtesy of PC OUtdoors in 
Hinton.

continue to the page 29



Come visit the haunted Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum.  Featured on 
many paranormal shows over the years, the facility is currently offering 
civil war, historical, paranormal, and farm tours.  Many other activities and 
events include ghost hunts and a haunted house in October.

Weston, West Virginia was once the hand blown glass capital of the world.  
Now it has two charming studios where you can watch the art of blowing 
glass.  Appalachian Glass and WV American Art Glass masterfully blend 
traditional glass-making methods with the best of modern techniques.  
Then learn more about the deep history of West Virginia glass by stopping 
by.  The West Virginia Museum of American Glass has a collection of more 
than 17,000 pieces.

At the Mountaineer Military Museum, you will experience some of the Unit-
ed States Military’s unique moments while seeing the military of our country 
and the nation comes alive through a soldier’s eyes.

Kick back and relax at Lambert’s Winery, situated on a beautiful hillside in 
its own hand cut stone building where you can take a tour of the facility and 
enjoy a tasting while visiting the gift shop.

You may also visit the childhood home of Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson at 
WVU’s Jackson Mills Farmstead.  Here you will see an 1840’s farmstead 
with a working gristmill, blacksmith’s shop, buildings, cabins and more.

Outdoor enthusiasts can visit Stonewall Jackson Lake State Park or Stone-
coal Lake for boating, fishing, hiking, hunting and more.  Enjoy a round 
of golf while spending a relaxing weekend at the four diamond awarded 
Stonewall Resort on the shore of Stonewall Jackson Lake.

Come visit where heroes were raised, legends born and memories are 
made!  For more information contact:

800-296-7329
lewiscountycvb.com

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM  304-269-7328
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RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco
Crossbows: Parker - 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More

PSE & MARTIN Bows • Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc

Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

GUNS

or strap to a tree and have a swivel 
arm, allowing the shooter to strate-
gically place the bow within easy 
reach. Most also have accessory 
hooks for packs and other necessi-
ties to keep them out of the way. 
Again, safety is the key factor here. 
When a crossbow gets heavy mis-
haps are apt to occur and that can 
lead not only to safety issues but a 
misplaced shot.
TAKE CARE OF THAT BOW
All crossbows are mechanical, 
compound models more so than re-
curves, and to keep them in tip-top 
condition and safe whether you’re 
on the ground or a dozen or more 
feet up a tree they must be prop-
erly maintained. Read and follow 
the manufacturer’s recommended 
guidelines and make a point to rou-
tinely check strings, cables, cams 
and trigger and safety mechanisms. 
Wax and lube as instructed.

NEW 2019  Boats
In Stock Now

Great Outdoors Marine
I-64 Exit 8 - 4 Miles South

HUNTINGTON,WV
(304) 525-4556

www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com

2018 Boats
ON SALE

*SAME FACTORY DIRECT
PRICING AS BASS PRO SHOPS

One of the first crossbows I ever 
owned was a recurve I purchased 
second-hand. I knew little about 
crossbows in general at the time, 
but after shooting it a few times 
prior to deer season with no prob-
lem I thought I was good to go. 
Come opening morning I had less 
than halfway cocked the bow when 
the string broke. No bodily harm or 
bow damage done, fortunately, but 
to say the least it was a jaw jarring 
experience I’ll never forget.
   Considering what could have re-
sulted, I was grateful it happened 
at home, giving me time to restring 
the bow; and that it happened be-
fore the bow was close to full cock 
and I was on the ground.

www.wvasportsman.net
FREE ONLINE



WHEELER’S GUNS & AMMO

222 Allegheny Highway

ELKINS, WV   (681) 298-5070
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Browning A5 Sweet 16
16 Guage Shotgun  5 Shot  2 3/4” $1,69900

Night Cobra 
.38 SPC+P  2” Brl  6 Shot  

$79900

NEW Frontier
Single Action Army
.45LC  4.75” Brl $3,00000

$1,29900M66 Short Rifle
20” Blued  Brass Receiver
44-40 or 38SPL 

Model 94 Carbine
32 Special

$1,19900

Model 92 125th Anv.
357 Mag  24” Brl

$1,19500

All New Super Short 
590 Shock Wave
12 or 20 or 410 Guage $39900

Precision Rifle
.308 Win 0r 556  20” Brl

$1,19900

4 In Stock

Lever Action Carbine Shotguns
410 Guage    Recoil Pad
20” Brl
24” Brl With Sights

$79900

$84900

20” Brl

24” Brl  Sights

14” Brl

Open 8am
Closed Wed & Sun.
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ANDERSON OUTDOORS
Muzzleloaders • Trapping • Blinds • Stands

Dog Supplies • Tannerite 
Garmin • Holsters

Tactical Supplies • Lucky Buck

10AM to6PM
Mon Tue Thu Fri Sat
10am to 5pm Wed

Closed Sunday
ANDERSON OUTDOORS

RIFLES
SHOTGUNS

PISTOLS

AMMUNITION
ARCHERY

BEAR
PARKER

LADIES HANDBAGS & CAMO
Camo Clothing: Yukon • Country Life
Moonshine • Muddy Girl • Browning

Parker • Bear  
Crossbows  

Custom Arrows 
Fishing Tackle 

 Trout Bait • Knives
Scopes • Binoculars

242 South Kanahwa St.
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-460-2317

“Everything You Need For Your Next Outdoor Adventure”

Jamie Mullins, from Ranger, 
hooked a black crappie.  

NEW
Consignment 

Area
• We Can Sell Your 
   Sporting Items

Finding Fall Crappie
  Fall days looking for crappie can 
feel more like a scavenger hunt 
than a day out on the water, but 
these tips are sure to help you find 
them
  To catch big fall crappie like this, 
anglers may have to dig deep into 
their bag of autumn fishing tricks. 
(Photo courtesy of Keith Sutton)
To catch big fall crappie like this, 
anglers may have to dig deep into 
their bag of autumn fishing tricks. 
(Photo courtesy of Keith Sutton)
  Autumn fishing frustrates many 
crappie anglers. During fall, Amer-
ica’s favorite panfish often are scat-
tered and hard to find. Crappie may 
be deep one day, shallow the next 
and suspended at mid-depths the 
next. Fish may feed ravenously in 
the morning and get a bad case of 
lockjaw in the afternoon.

  On the lakes and reservoirs usu-
ally targeted by crappie anglers, 
hot-weather crappie tend to stay 
in or near the thermocline. Shal-
low-water action might be good 
during cool, low-light periods, but 
crappie rarely venture to the “dead 
zone” below the thermocline. For 
this reason, pinpointing schools of 
summer fish is relatively simple; 
find the cool, oxygen-rich water 
that forms the thermocline and 
you’ll find crappie.
  This changes when fall begins. 
Cool weather begins lowering 
the surface water temperature. As 
the upper layer cools, it becomes 
heavier and sinks. This action 
forces warmer, lighter water be-
low, back to the surface. This wa-
ter subsequently is cooled, just as 
the previous surface layer was, and 

descends as it cools. This mixing 
or “turnover” continues several 
weeks until the thermocline dis-
appears and all water in the lake is 
roughly the same temperature. This 
mixing effect also replenishes oxy-
gen in deep water.

coninue to the next page
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Kimber • T-C Encore • Traditions • CVA • Thompson Center

22 North Locust Street

Buckhannon, WV 
26201

(304) 472-4100

www.wvasportsman.net

Robert Dennison, from Clarksburg, 
hooked a 24 1/2’ rainbow trout.  

PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Remington • Winchester • Weatherby • Browning • Rossi 
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Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

KEL-TEC
PMR30
.22 Magnum
30 Round Clip

KEL-TEC
Sub-2000
9MM

$39900

$39900

   The end result is that fish, for-
merly restricted to narrow bands 
of acceptable oxygen and tempera-
ture, are no longer limited in their 
movements. Crappie once barred 
from the coolest depths because of 
low oxygen levels now may roam 
freely to much deeper water. Like-
wise, where once fish could not 
spend extended periods in extreme 
shallows due to high temperatures 
and low oxygen levels, after turn-
over, even these areas are accept-
able. Crappie may now be found 
deep, shallow or anywhere in be-
tween.
 Some waters don’t experience 
turnover because they don’t strati-
fy in summer. Rivers are a case in 
point. So are many large, shallow, 
wind-swept lakes and some reser-
voirs with lock-and-dam facilities 
or hydroelectric generators.
  In waters where fall turnover does 
occur, however, the angler will 
need to dig deep into his or her bag 
of tricks to zero in on schools of 
crappie. And it never hurts to have 
a few new tricks in your bag. Here 
are some that could help.

Find the Crappies’ Comfort Zones
    The secret to crappie-fishing suc-
cess, regardless of the season, is re-
alizing that crappie always concen-
trate in areas providing the most 
comfortable living conditions and 
learning to identify those areas. In 
fall, conditions are theoretically 
such that crappie can live anywhere 
within a lake. In actuality, factors 
such as oxygen content, light pen-
etration and food availability still 

continue to the next page
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William Wlaters, from Augusta, 
caught a 25” rainbow trout.

2019 Boats In Stock
Great Selection Of Quality Used Boats

Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available
Pontoon & Bass Boats

#1 In District Total Horsepower Dealer

Wright’s Riverside 
Marine

Rt. 2  South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

www.wrightsriversidemarine.com

Certified  Service  Department

E - TEC G2
Outboards

• FIBERGLASS
• ALUMINUM
• PONTOON

continue to the next page

still greatly influence a crappie’s 
choice of living quarters.
  Consider, for example, that all 
the debris and poorly oxygenated 
water being pushed upward from 
the lake bed when turnover begins 
temporarily “trashes” the whole 
system. Crappie respond by seek-
ing areas with good quality water. 
To find them, savvy anglers do 
likewise. An easy way is working 

tributaries bringing fresh water into 
the lake. Another way is looking 
for areas where turnover has not 
begun. On some large reservoirs, 
different arms turn over at different 
times; anglers can concentrate their 
efforts in areas that aren’t visibly 
affected.
   When turnover causes excessive 
amounts of decaying debris to cir-
culate in the water column, sudden 

significant drops in oxygen can re-
sult. When this happens, crappie 
must find oxygenated water imme-
diately. They frequently solve the 
problem by going directly to the 
nearest source, which is surface 
aeration from wind and waves. 
Consequently, windswept shore-
lines with shallow cover may be 
productive crappie fishing spots.
   Your first order of business when 
fishing during the turnover period 
should be finding comfort zones 
such as those just described and 
working them systematically to 
pinpoint crappie.
Try Standing Timber
  When turnover ends and the wa-
ter starts to clear, crappie often 
concentrate around standing tim-
ber. Here the fish can move shal-
low or deep as water and weather 
conditions dictate. On cloudy or 
windy days when light doesn’t 
penetrate very far into the wa-
ter, crappie may be within a few 
feet of the surface. Bright, sunny, 
post-frontal days may find them 
hugging the bottom. Adjust your 
tactics accordingly.
 “When fishing standing timber, 
fish each tree for only a couple of 
seconds,” says Missouri crappie 
pro Kevin Rogers whose specialty 
is jigging vertical timber. “If you 
don’t get a bite, move to the next 



CRISS SALES & SERVICE Husqvarna
Shindaiwa & More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

(304)
472-1474

Convenience Store • Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies • Souveniers

Game Checking Station • Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 LIVE BAIT

Buckhannon, WV

Hal Hutchinson caught a 35 1/2” 
flathead on the Ohio River.

continue to the next page
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 tree. Too many people make the 
mistake of sitting or tying up to a 
tree. You’ll catch more fish by us-
ing your trolling motor and moving 
from tree to tree.”
   Rogers used such tactics to quali-
fy for the Crappie USA Classic six 
consecutive years. The way you 
present your lure, he says, import-
ant.
  “When vertical jigging around 
standing timber, after your lure 
reaches the bottom, grab the line 
with your free hand and gently 
raise the lure up the tree,” he says. 
“Crappie will not go down to hit 
your bait so raising the lure puts 
the bait in their face. They can’t 
stand it.”
Dealing With Cold Fronts
  Passing cold fronts are a com-
mon fall phenomenon. And when 
a front moves in, the fishing can 
quickly turn sour. Crappie still can 
be caught, however, if the angler 
knows how to deal with this situ-
ation.
“Anglers can’t control the weath-
er,” says Kentucky crappie guide 

BOWS
CROSSBOWS

• Arrows
• Broadheads

DOG SUPPLIES

PSE
Ben Pearson

GREAT VALUES
ON CAMO CLOTHES
• Kids & Ladies Selection

• Wilderness Dream

TRAPPERS DEN
RECYCLING & SPORTING GOODS

6151 WEBSTER RD. (RT. 20)

COWEN, WV
(304) 226-5577

LIVE 
BAIT

TROUT
FISHING

SUPPLIES

Knives • Trail Cams • Scopes 
Ammunition  • Trapping 

Camping Equipment • Boat Supplies
Deer Attractants • Holsters • Gun Cases

Electronic Game Calls • Rifle Slings
CROSSBOWS: Inferno & Barnette

GENERAC Generators

Rods • Reels • Artificial Baits

LACROSSE & DANNER BOOTS

RECYCLING • Aluminum • Brass
Copper • Ginseng •Yellowroot

GAME CHECKING

Steve McCadams (www.stevem-
ccadams.com). “But they can ad-
just their presentation and be more 
effective in catching crappie when 
weather patterns turn nasty. I’ve 
seen crappie have a drastic mood 
swing literally overnight when 
cold fronts descend, lowering sur-
face temperatures with bone-chill-
ing winds. After the front passes, 
high skies with a high-pressure 
system alter the crappies’ feeding 
habits, too.”
   Crappie relate close to structure 
in this scenario, says McCadams.

“To catch them, you must slow 
down your presentation to a verti-
cal style, keeping the bait in front 
of the fish longer and in their spe-
cific depth range,” he notes. “Don’t 
expect the fish to be aggressive and 
chase down a moving bait because 
they’re holding tight on structure. 
Light or small lure sizes will help 
too, as will using a bobber for slow, 
sinking presentations that assist 



Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19  Walkersville

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson
Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes

Ammo
Live Bait
Game Checking
Fishing Supplies

Camp Sites - Full Hookups
Chalets - Call For Reservations
Eat-in or Carry Out Food - Pizza

Hoagies - Subs - Burgers 
 Beverages - More 6am to 10pm Mon - Sat

9am to 9pm Sun

GAS
304-452-8870
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ZERO-TURN

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965
     US 33 East
Buckhannon, WV
   304-472-4824

www.supersmittys.com

Motorcycles
UTV - ATV

Service • Sales

“Business Goes Where Invited
Stays Where Appreciated”

Colonial Hotel - Motel
Hunters & Fishermen 

WelcomeTV & AC FREE
Parking

Center Of City304-472-3000
24 N. Kanawha St.

BUCKHANNON, WV 26101
Dalton Cutwright, owner

BRUSHY FORK MART
Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

LIVE
BAITGAS

Gasoline
Diesel

Kerosene
WV Lottery & Powerball

We Have SHINERS
and CRAPPIE MINNOWS

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm
Sun 7am to 9pm

304-472-5132

you in keeping the bait in the strike 
zone longer.”
Pontoon Flipping
 Ohio crappie guide and tourna-
ment pro Russ Bailey often con-
centrates his fall fishing efforts 
around pontoons, or party barges.
  "Pontoons provide excellent crap-
pie fishing in early fall when the 
days are still hot and the nights are 
starting to cool off," says Bailey. 
"Pontoons provide one key thing 
for the crappie this time of year: 
shade. You don’t have to have 
brush or other cover under them to 
catch fish. As the nights begin to 
cool, the fish start moving to shal-
lower water. During the day, when 
the sun is hot and bright, the pon-
toons provide the cover they need."
  Bailey uses a long pole to flip jigs 
into the shady reaches beneath the 
pontoons where crappie are likely 
to be holding.
  “If you work at it, you can learn 
to use a 10-foot or 11-foot rod to 

flip under the pontoons,” he says. 
“But ‘shooting’ with a 6- or 7-foot 
rod can be very effective as well. 
Using colored line such as Berkley 
Iron Silk or Stren Hi Vis Gold will 
help catch more fish because many 
times you will not feel the strike 
at all, but you can very easily see 
the colored line jump. Concentrate 
on getting your jig back as far as 
possible under the rear of the pon-
toon. This can make the difference 
between catching just one fish and 
catching 20 fish.”
Additional Tips
  Spider trolling and drifting are ex-
cellent ways to pinpoint scattered 
schools of autumn crappie. Rig 
several poles with different lures/
baits set at different depths, then 
move around in likely looking ar-
eas. When you catch a fish, change 
rigging so all your poles conform 
to the depth and bait preferences 
exhibited by that fish.
  Fall crappie often follow second-
ary bottom channels when moving 
between deep water and shallow. 

A sonar unit is invaluable for pin-
pointing this type of structure and 
the fish themselves.
Jigs and minnows are the best crap-
pie baits year-round, but if one or 
the other doesn’t produce, try a jig/

Sam Ambrose hooked a 22” large-
mouth bass at Sleepy Creek Lake.

continue to the next page
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$100 per Team
Plus $10 Optional Big Bass

Big Bass Pays 2 Places
 Over 25 Teams

Pay CASH At Ramp

Bass Sportsman
304-482-7217

wvasport@yahoo.com

• 6 Fish Limit per Team
• 2 Over 18”
• 6 oz. Dead Bass
• Courtesy Board
• Obey DNR Rules
• Subject To Polygraph
• Complete Rules At Events
• No Off-Limits Before Events

  REGISTRATION 
BEGINS AT 6am 

7am to 4pm

Stonewall Jackson Lake
20% Of Teams

Win Money

Tiffany Cassell landed a 33” flat-
head catfish.  

LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC
SALES • FINANCE • PARTS • SERVICE

    320 West Main Street
     Bridgeport, WV
     (304) 842-5469

www.leesonsmotors.com

New & Used
Motorcycles
ATV & UTV’s

continue to the next page

minnow combo. A marriage of live 
bait and artificial lure sometimes 
does the trick for finicky fall crap-
pie.
  Be patient and persistent. Fall 
conditions force fish to roam, thus 
fishermen must also be willing to 
move frequently, forsaking likely 
looking spots or those that pro-
duced yesterday. If the tactics cov-
ered here don’t produce crappie, 
improvise another strategy and 
keep trying.
In Conclusion
  The transition from summer to 
autumn is jolting for both fish and 
fishermen. Crappie find their once 
secure world literally turned over 
on them. Anglers who fish these 
waters find their quarry more un-
predictable than ever. Overcoming 
this seasonal nemesis will require 
all the skill, knowledge and pa-
tience you can muster. But when 
you finally zero in on a big school 
of hefty autumn crappie, you’re 
sure to agree that the rewards make 
the extra effort worthwhile.

September 30
VANDALIA

RAMP

Advertise In The

W. Va. Sportsman
Details On Page 3

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
— In anticipation of fall hunting 
season coming up, the West Vir-
ginia Division of Natural Resourc-
es is reminding outdoorsmen and 
women to prepare for a safe and 
enjoyable season and to refreshing 
themselves on hunting ethics.
  “Hunting ethically and legally pre-
serves our image as sportsmen and 
women and promotes good stew-
ardship of our natural resources,” 
said Gary Foster, assistant chief in 
charge of Game Management for 
the West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources.
  One of the first steps in planning 
a hunting trip is identifying a place 
you’d like to hunt and checking 
regulations for that area/coun-
ty. Topography or proximity to 

Get Permission To Hunt
your home also may be a factor in 



MOUNTAIN STATE LOG HOMES
“Your Path To Affordable Log Home Living”

Why Choose Mountain State Log Homes?
• FREE Unloading At Your Site
• Milled Locally In Jane Lew, WV
• Kiln Dried White Pine Log Choices
• FREE Quotes And Custom Designing
• Detailed Construction Manual With 
  Purchase
• FREE House Package Delivery In WV 
  And In Bordering States

Providing Quality Log Home 
Materials Since 1978

PO BOX 679    208 Display Drive, Jane Lew, WV 26378
Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com

Or email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.net
JANE LEW MODELS OPEN DAILY 

9am to 5pm
800.553.3006

Other Hours By Apt.
304.884.6646

Located in the Industrial 
Park, I-79 exit 105

“Experience The Difference”

D-Logs 6” x 6”, 6” x 8”, 8” x 8”
Log Siding 6”, 8”, 12”
Douglas Fir Beams

Dove Tail Log 6” x 12”
T/G 1” x 6”, 2” x 6” 

Cedar Posts & Railing

MILL DIRECT
PRICES!

STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

Gas - Tires 
 Groceries - HardwareOver 47 Years 

In Business

SEARS 
EXXON

Rance Gandee landed a 6 pound, 4 
oz. largemouth bass in a pond.  
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 choosing a location.
  Should a hunter choose to hunt 
on private land, they should ob-
tain written permission from the 
landowner and go over any ground 
rules for hunting in the area. While 
private land makes up 90 percent 
of West Virginia, there are still 
more than 1.4 million acres of pub-
lic land open to hunting. This in-
cludes wildlife management areas, 
state forests and national forests.
  “We encourage folks to check out 
the DNR Hunting Interactive Map 
online at www.mapwv.gov/hunt-
fish/ to explore areas open to hunt-
ing,” said Paul Johansen, Chief of 
the DNR Wildlife Resources Sec-
tion.
  Hunters also should practice shoot-
ing skills before the season. Other 
things to keep in mind include be-
ing courteous to other hunters and 
not crowding folks that got to the 
area before you. Successful hunt-
ers, should be mindful of how they 
dispose of a harvest. Dumping car-
casses and hides on public land is 
illegal.
   “Treat all land, whether public 
or private, as if it were your own,” 
Johansen said. “How we act in the 
field and treat others reflects on all 
of us as hunters.”
   Good luck hunting in 2018.
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LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_______________

Fish______________________ Pound______ Oz____

Deer__________  Other___________ #Points________

Clip Out

Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2018.

E-mail  wvasport@gmail.com
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NO 
DOES

TEXT 304-482-7217

Josh Balser hooked a huge Stone-
wall Jackson Lake largemouth.

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime

34 Years Experience

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road

Buckhannon, WV

 Accepting Major Credit Cards

Full Time/Award Winning  Master 
Taxidermist  Rick Dunlap

304-439-5329



10302 Tyler Highway - Rt. 18
 12 Miles Off Rt. 2  Just South Of New Martinsville, WV

MIDDLEBOURNE, WV    304-758-2120
OPEN: TUESDAY THROUGH Friday 10AM TO 7PM  Saturday 10AM to 3PM

Barnett & Excaliber Crossbows • Diamond Compound Bows • Custom Arrows • Lacrosse Boots
Steel Traps & Scents • Gun Cases & Holsters • Deer Feeders & Scents • Fishing Tackle & Rods - MORE
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Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns
Ammunition 

Over
1,200 Guns

In Stock

Crossbows

Lures Clothing

Traps

Scents

Reloading

Crane
Musky
Lures

Used
Guns

Tyler Outdoor
     Supply
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Superior

SuperiorSuperior
The name says it all!  SALES, SERVICE, PARTS

Rt. 50 EAST
PARKERSBURG

304-424-5122
800-478-5884

www.SuperiorAutoWV.com

New 2018 4Runner

 $3,000 Customer Cash
OR

1.9 % APR for up to 72 Months 

 2018 RAV4

How Do We Do It?

NEW 2018 Toyota Tundra

* Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate. 0% APR for 60 monthly 
payments of $16.67 for every $1,000 financed. 1.9% APR for 60 monthly payments of $17.48 for each $1,000 financed.  Plus tax &
fees and dealer doc fee $187.25. Whereas every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible for errors. 
0.9 % for 60 monthly payments of $17.05 per thousand financed    Expires 10-1 2018.

Over 15 To Choose From   New 2018 Tacomas

Over 30 To Choose From

Catch Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

         T.R. Hathaway says: “ Topwater baits work well now”

Catch Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

 Up to $2,500 Customer Cash
OR

0.9% APR for up to 72 Months

 $1,000 Customer Cash
OR

2.9 % APR for up to 60 Months 

Over 15 To Choose From




